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3BE3IHBIN KO’OT

1. J]eoe u deéoe

JymHass BiaXHas JleTHAS TNoroja ycTaHOBWIach B
Baumnuarrone. JIxxumM DBaHC OCTOPOXHO OTOABHHYJI HETPH-
KOJIOYEHHYIO AOCKY B 3abope M Ipomnoji3 4Yepe3 TeCHoe
oTBepcTHe. Jlanblle HAYUHAIMCH 3apOCHIH COPHSKOB, TaKue
BBLICOKHE, YTO NMOJHOCTBIO CKPOIOT €T0, €CJIM OH OyIeT MOoJI3TH
Ha koleHsax. OH mpoOHpaJici Ha Yy4YacToK, IOe HeJaBHO
CHECJIM CTaphlii JOM, OT KOTOPOIO TeNepb OCTABAJICH TOJIbKO
niorpe6. IoBclony Bayisuich Mycop M o6s1oMKu. U B Xapy Bcé
3TO M3pSAHO BOHSET. JIKMM TNOMOPLIMI HOC, YCaXHBasCh
CIIMHOM K rpyae o6JIOMKOB KpHIIMYa M OOJIErYEHHO B3AbIXasl.
KoHeuyHo, ero Mcye3HOBeHHME HMX He OCTaHOBUT. OH cMop-
wwica. Hy noyeMy ero He ocTaBsaT B nokoe? XoTh HEeHanoJro!

Ilo xpaliHeii Mepe cerogHs He HYXHO Oyger HATH Ha
IUISDK, HO, KOIJla OH BEpHETCs, BCE paBHO NMPHAETCH CIYLIATh
HX 60oNTOBHIO. MaJIbYHK 4YyTh He 3aTKHYJ YIIM, €IBa JIMLIb
BCIIOMHMWJI HETPOMKHI <«pa3yMHBlIif» ronoc Muccuc Heitn u
npeAcTaBWI, KaK OHAa OyZeT BCE NOBOPUTh MU FOBOPUTb, YTO
JIXMMy HYXHO yMETb APYXMTb C ADYTHMH MaJb4HKaMH.

JIxuM HaxMypwics elué cwibHee. [IoToM 3a ieno npuMer-
cs1 mucTep Jeiin, OyaeT roBOpUTh O MaJIO# JIMTE U O TUIABAaHUHU
Ha sixte H... JIXXUM cibllian Bcé 3TO yXe MHUIHOH pa3. OH
BCEro JIMLIb XO4YeT, YToObl ero ocraBWwIH B nmokoe. Ho HHKTO
3TOTO He NMOHHUMaeT.

OH, KOHEYHO Xe, CJBbIIAJ, KAK OHM INOBOPWIH O HEM:
«IIOK», «TocKa» U mnpoyee. Ho korma Bech TBOH MHMp, K
KOTOpOMY Thl TNPHBLIK, Ha KOTOpHIH BCerga pacCYMTHIBAJI,
BIPYT pacKajbIBaeTcsl Ha KyCOYKM — HeJb3s NPOCTO NMOWTH
Ha MaTy MaJloi JIMTH WIM B GOHCKAyThI, CJIOBHO HMYEro He
caydywiocbk. Tel BCEé BpeMs NMOMHMIIL OO0 3TOM; H BHYTDH
60JIbHO, U MHOTIA XO04eTcs, YTOOBI IocjeAHHE ABa Mecsla
OBUTH TOJILKO AYPHBIM CHOM, H THI NIPOCHEWILCA M BCE MO3a-
oynews. U yrpoM OyayT osaibH, MOTOMY YTO CETOAHS cyb6oTa
H Yy MaMbl eCTb BpeMs. A MOTOM Mana ckaxeT: «Kak Hacyé€r
noe3nku K osepy?» H...

4



JxuM cyHyn Kynak B poT. OH He OyaeT Iulakath!

MaJib4HK NOTSIHY/ ce6s 32 BODOTHHK TEHHHCKMU, Ie 3a9e-
calach Koxa. Moxer, MypaBeit 3amon3. OH NOMNBITANCS
B3IISIHYTb, HO, pa3yMeeTcsl, COOCTBEHHOM 1lled YBHAETb He
cMor. OHaKo, KOTjia OH HaKOHELl OTKA3aJICS OT 3TO# MBICITH
M TIOIHSJI TOJIOBY, TO OBUI yXe He OIMH.

J>xuM mMurHyn. PaHbllle OHM XWIH B TOpPOACKOM MHOIO-
KBapTUPHOM JOMe... MpeXx[e YeM Mara ¥ MaMa YJIeTeIM Ha
caMoOJIETe... Ha CaMoJIETe, KOTOpHIit pa3dmicia. U Tam eMy He
TO3BOJISUTH HHUKOTO AepXaThb noMa. [Tana Bcerga obelnan, yro
KOTAa 3aKOHYMT CBOI0O paboTy, OH TONPOCHTCS B Ipyroe
MECTO, M Y HHX OyaeT cBoi AOM M, MOXeT ObITh, cobaka...

JIX1M noxeBa HIDKHIOI Iy0y. 3BepéK HEOXHIAHHO 3¢B-
HYJI, IIOKa3aB OCTpbI€ 3yObl H H3rHOAIOLIUICS S3bIK, TTIOKPHITHIN
X€EcTKOH KoXeii. [IXMM HHKoraa emé He BHAEA TAaKOIO
6GosbIIOTO M TaKoro 4Y€pHoro Kora. Ha conHue 1repcTh ero
OnecTesia, CIOBHO Ha KOHlle KaXNO#H LIEPCTHHKHM CBepkKajia
panyra. Mexny 3eJ€HbBIMH IVIa3aMHM Oejiesio cTpaHHoe V-
o0Opa3Hoe NMATHBILUIKO, KOHYHKH Jian ObUIM ToXe OeJible.

KoT BHMMaTeIbHO CMOTpEJ Ha MaJIbYHKa. JIXHUM Mallo 4yTo
3HaJl O KOTaX, HO OH cpa3y MNOHSUI, YTO 3TO He MpOCTOM
6posira, Kakue HHOTAA NOSBISUIHCH 32 foMoM JeitnoB. Muc-
cuc Jleiin BrICTaBIsJIa MMUCOYKHM C BOJOM M €I0il, HO KOTEHI
HHMKOTIJa He MOAXOAWIH, NMOKA JIIOAH OCTABATHCh MOOIH30CTH.
A Mucrep [leiin Bcera roBOpWI, YTO HE HYXHO MX NpMMaHH-
BaTh, YTO HYXHO BbI3BaThb CIyXOy OpoAsuMX XHBOTHBIX.

DTOT Xe KOT HHCKOJIBKO He 6osics IXuMa, 1a ¥ TIHTaICs
OH SIBHO He oTOpocaMH. Pa3zBe MOIYT KOTHI MNpPOCTO TakK
cuietb M cMoTpeTh? Kak 6yaTo 3amsaamiBaloT Tebe B roJioBy
M CIHBIIIAT TBOM MBICJIH.

— 31paBCTBYH... KOTHK... — JIXHMM IIOHSJI, YTO pa3roBapu-
BAacT C HUM, KaK c 4ejoBekoM. OH gaxe IPOTSHYN PYKY,
npaslia, HE OCMEJIMBAasACh NMOIIAAMTh KOTA; TOT OCTOPOXHO
OOHIOXaI MasibLibl MAJILYMKA H OTBETWI HETPOMKHM BEXIIH-
BBIM BOpYaHHMEM.

* * *

JIX¥M 3Has, YTO KOT HE MOXET €T0 MOHATb, HO TMI0YeMY-TO
NMPHUHAJICS pacclpallivBaTh 3BepbKa, KAK paccrpalivBaj Gbl
KaKoro-HHOyAb Apyroro Majib4MKa.
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— Th1 xuBELIL B TOM JOMe? — OH NMOKA3aJl Ha 30aHHE IO
JIPYTYIO CTOPOHY Y4acTKa. M TyT, K ero orpoOMHOMY YIMBJIe-
HMIO, KOT MoMaxaJl ToJIOBOii M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO
TOBOPRJI «HET!»

— Torma TH motepsuicsa? — mnpomomxan JIxuM, Koraa
HEMHOTO CIPaBWICS C YIMBICHHEM.

KoT BTOpM4YHO TNokKayan rojoBoii. HeMuralolue 3ej€Hbie
I7ia3a — 3payKyl Ha COMHLE NpeBpaTHWINCH B y3KUe IIEJTKH —
HaJEXHO YAepXHBaJiM B3ran JIxuMma, He OaBas MaJIbdHKY
BO3MOXHOCTH OTBJIE€YbCH.

JxuM 3aép3an. OH He TNMOHMMAJ, YTO TNPOUCXOAUT, H
HeMHoro Hcmyraica. Ho oH Beap He 3Haer, KaK BooOlie
BeOyT cebsd KolIku. MoXeT, OHM Bceraa TaK BCTPEYaloT
mogaeii. Ilo TeneBU30py YacTO MOKA3LIBAIOT YMHBIX KOLIEK, B
peKiaMe Kolllauybeil MUIIM H B APYTMX nepeaadyax. MoxerT,
YIMYHBIE KOTBHI TOXE YMHBbI, NPOCTO HHMKTO HE HOAET HM
BO3MOXHOCTH I10Ka3aTh cebs.

— Tupo, — BOpyr ckazan IxuMm Bcayx. He moxoxe Ha
HMMS; HO KOT CHOBa 3aypu4aJl, CJIOBHO ObUT JOBOJIEH JIXKMMOM.
MaibyHK ObUT TaK yBEpPEH, YTO KOTa 30BYT THpPO, CIOBHO TOT
caM cKa3as eMy 06 3ToM. XOTsl OTKyJa OH MOXET 3TO 3HaTh?

— A 9 — JIXxuM, — cKa3aJl OH, MCINBIThIBag CTpaHHOE
OolIyLIeHHe: OH mpeacrapiuseTcsd Koty. — Jxum DBaHc. A
XuBYy y JeilyioB, — OH Yepe3 IUiedo MoKa3ajl Ha orpany, dyepe3
KOTOpPYIO TOJIBKO 4TO Ipobpaicsa. — S... OHM MeHs B3sUIH,
MOTOMY 4TO SI CHpoTa. Mama U mama... — B ropJjie y MaJIbyHuKa
3aCTpsUl KOMOK, H OH He MOT IporioTHTh ero. Ho motoM,
CXaB PYKM B KyJIaKH, OH yIapWl UMM IIO TIOKPHITON H3Bec-
TKOBOH ITbUTBIO 3eMJle Mol KoJjieHsIMH. — Cya pellwi, 4To s
JIOJDKEH XHUTh C HUMH... 30€Ch.

Tupo caymwian — ¥ noHuMan. [IXXMM He MOI' CKa3aTh,
noyeMy oH B 3ToM yBepeH. IIpocTo 310 6BUTO TaKk. U BOpyT
YTO-TO JIONIHYJNO, Kyda-TO Hc4Ye3 KOMOK B TopJjie, YTO-TO
oTmycTuio cepaue. Jxum paciuiakaicst, 1 eMy 6bUIO Teneps
BCE€ paBHO. THpo MomoLIEN K HeMy NOOMIDKe, TOJOXWI JaIy
B 6eJI0M HOCOYKE €My Ha KOJIEHH, 1 MAIbYUK OLYTHI JIETKYIO
apoxsb. OH omycTwi1 pyKy Ha rojoBy Tupo. U tenepp He
TONBKO YYBCTBOB&JI, HO M CHBIIATL. KOT He BOPYHMT, OH
MypiabrdeT. 1 310 MypibIKaHBE HECJIO COYYBCTBHE, KOTOPOE
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JXuM MOXET NpPHHSTh, a BOT CJIOBa, JaXe caMble JOOphIe,
KOTOpble OH CJylIaJl Bce TpOLUIble HEAEeNH, OCTaBaJIUCh
TOJILKO CJIOBAMH, H HX OH He XOTeJ OoJIblile CIBIIIaTh.

MypabikaHbe npoao/DKaJoch. MArkas 1IepcTb KOCHY/IAach
JIxyMa, KOT NpMABHHYICS Omikxe. ManbyukK BhITEp IVIa3a,
pa3Ma3aB NbUIb Mo IekaM. OH YyBCTBOBaJl IYCTOTY, HO
Mo4YeMy-TO €My CTajJlo Jierye: TaKoro oOJierdeHHs OH He
HMCNBITEIBAJI C TOTO MOMEHTa, KaK €My paccKasajli O KaTa-
crpode.

— Tw1 MHe HpaBHlIbCS! — 3aCTEHYHMBO IPOOOpMOTAI
JIxuM. OH npmxan K cebGe Kora. THpPO BHITSHYJ NepeaHHE
JIaTbl, H30THYJICI H KOCHYJICSI HOCAa MaJIb4YHKa CBOMM HOCOM.

— [Har, nar, ay, 1 uny!

Jxum u Tupo moBepHyauch. M3 mepeynka nokaszajiachk
MaJieHbKasi GHrypKka, BIPHUNIPDKKY HanpaBIABLIAsACS TPSIMO
K MYCThIpIO, Ha KoTopoM JIXuMM Ham€n cebe yOexwine.
Crapble rpsi3Hble TECHHHCHBIE TY(JIH, CIMLIKOM OOJNblIHe 115
KOPHYHEBBIX HOT, ObUIH TepeBs3aHbl npoBoyiokoi. Hax Oyr-
PHCTBIMH KOJICHKAMM GOJNTANMCh CTapble JIUHSUIbIE KpacHbIE
LIOpThI, B KOTOphle OBbLIa 3amlpaBiicHa IpsA3Has TEHHHUCKA.
TeHHHUCKy yKpalllajia KaKasi-TO BbIL[BETIIIasl HANIHCH, a 0Ope-
3aHHBIE PYKABa yX€ M3pSIIHO 00Tpenaiuch no KpasMm. U3 Hux
BBICOBBIBAJINCH XyOble TEMHbIE PYKH C JIOKTSIMH, TAKHMH Xe
OCTpPHIMH, KAaK M KOJICHKH.

— JlaT, maT, A — AbSBOJ B3sU1 Tebs!

JeBodyka. ManieHbKasi TOJIOBKA CO MHOXECTBOM YE€PHBIX
KOCHYEK, 0OpaMJISIOLIHX JIMYMKO, MEXTY GOJIBLINMH IIa3aMHU
IyTOBKA HOCa, a U3 UIMPOKOIO PTa BhUIETAIH CIOBA JETCKOM
TIECEHKH.

Ha nnedye, TakoM XpynkoM M XyIoM, 4TO Ji06ast TSIKECTb,
Ka3ajoch, JIETKO CJIOMAaeT €ro, packayMBICS OBIPSBBIA Me-
LIOK U3 IXYTOBOIi TKAHHU; ABIPHI B MellIKe ObLIH NepexBayeHbI
60NMbIIMMU HEPOBHBIMH CTEXKaMH. YaCTUYHO HHTH CHIBHO
PacTAHY/IKCb, TaK YTO TKaHb YXe ejle YyAepXHBajla CBOE
cojepxuMoe. bpocuB Memok Ha 3eMJTI0, JeBOYKA HEOXUIAH-
HO KHHyJach K TIpylde CTapblX OOCOK M BepHYyJach,
TOPXECTBYIOLIlE pa3MaxuBasi IByMS OYTbUIKAMH M3-TIOf KOKH.

— CyacT/IMBLIH JeHb, KaKOi CYaCTIUBLIA deHb! — OOb-
SBWIa OHa BceMy MHpPY. — KTO-TO ocTaBWI 31ech Xopollue
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JEHEXKH... — OHA OCTOPOXHO CYHYJIa OYTBUIKM B MEWIOK H
NOBEPHY/IACh, YTOOBI OCMOTPETL IPYRY C APYyTOil cTopoHbl.
ToJBKO Tenephb 3aMeTwia JIxuma u Tupo.

— Y10 THI 3Hmech Aelaelllb, MATbYUK? — IPOH3UTENBHO
CNpOoCWIa OHa, MOAO0YEHSICh 1 HAXMYPHBLIHCh. — DTO MECTO
Hauuia g! Byepa. BT10 MOH MyCTHIpD!

Tupo BLICKOJNB3HYN M3 pyK JIXuMa, HanpaBWiIcs K I€BOYKE
M HETPOMKO, HO pe3Ko MAYKHY. JleBoYKa OTCTYTNIIA Ha 1ar.

— Kakoii 6onbloit koT. A ¢ HUM He Oyay ApaThbes.

Tupo cen, CIOBHO XOTeN yoeauTh IeBOYKY, YTO He cobHupa-
erca eil BpeaAuTh. Bcé BpeMs OCTOPOXHO MNOIVISIALIBas Ha
HEro, eBOYKA CHOBA B3IIAHYNA Ha JIxuMa.

— 1 Te6e rosopio, 3T0 Mosl TeppuTOopHsl. Bc€, yro Haiimy
3aech, — Moé. U s HHMKOro cioga He myuly.

dxuM BcTas.

— Tw1 cobupaemrb 6yTbUIKH? 3adyeM oHHU Tebe?

Ha nuue y He€ MOSIBWIOCH YAURIEHHOE BbIpaXeHHE.

— 3ayeM? Jla OHH JeHer cToAT, MaIbYUK. [7Tyno o6 3ToM
CcnpaliMBaTh. A-a, — OHa IOCMOTpe/la Ha ero oexny, —
BaM, 6orayaM, He4yero AymaTh O JEHbrax 3a IMyCThie OYTHUIKH.
Hy, Bc€ paBHO, yXoOH C MOEIo MecTa, — A€BOYKA OIIsiAesach
M CXBaTWIa KYCOK CTapoii paMbl, H3 KOTOPO# TOpYaJH pXa-
BbIe TBO3AHM. YTpoXalollle MaXHyJia B €ro CTopoHy. — S Te6s
no6b10, MaJIbYUK. 51 He MO3BOMIO HUKOMY MEHS NMpPOTOHSTb...

— BonsHO MHe Hamo Tebs MpOroHsATh, — JXKMM noaymMaJi,
YTO AeBOYKa, HaBepHoe, oueHb cMeiasi. OH Beab Oosbliie €€,
M OHa He 3HaeT, YTO OH He coOHMpaeTcs C Heil ApaTbes.

— Tonpko nompobyit! — oHa B3MaxHyna paMoi. — U
YXOOH JIy4llle, OTKyAa TpHILE.

— IMocaywait, — JIXuM CyHyn pykd B KapMaHbl. Moxer,
Tenepb OHAa MOBEPHT, YTO OH He X04YeT eif Bpeaa. — A Hudero
3gech He uury. [IpocTo yBMzen 3aech KoTa... — HO KaK OH
MOXET OOBSCHHMTH €H, YTO 3HA4YMT IJI1 HEro BCTpedya C 3THM
xoToM? 3T0 JHYHOE, OYEeHDb JIMYHOE.

HdeBouka mnocMmorpena Ha Tupo. «OyeHp GoyiblION KOT.
Ecnu oH morepsuics, 3a HEro MOIYT 3aIUIaTHTL», — M OHAa
OllIeHUBalollle B3MIAHYJAa Ha THpO TaK, CJIOBHO pellWia Cy-
HYTb €10 B MELIOK BMeCTe CO CBOHM XjIaMoM. BnpoueM,
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nogyman IxuM, eit 310 OyaeT TpyoZHOBaTO, €ClIM THpO He
3axodeT. [loaToMy OH OLICTPO NMPOM3HEC:

— DTo Tenmepb MO KOT, — CKa3all M MOHsUI, YTO CKa3al
npasay.

— Tw1 yBepen? Hy, Bcé paBHO ero TalMTb TPYAHO. A TH
oTKyza?

JIxuM ykasan Ha 3a6op: «Orryna. OxHa AoCcKa CABHTaeTcs.
A npone3».

— Kopmnenn Ilneiic. 3HayuT, Te6e HE HYXHO TYT OXO-
TUTLCSI, — OHa CHOBAa BEPHYJAch K NEepBOHAYaJIbHOM TeMe.

— Her, — JIxuM HayMHan cepauThca. — MHe HHYero
37eCh HE HYXHO. A THI YTO HIIELIb?

— Bcé, yr0 yrogHo, — orBeTWwIa OHa. — YTO MOXHO
nponarts. babyiika... — Ha MTHOBEHHE JIMLIO €€ H3MEHWIOCH,
# JIXX¥M MOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO JA€BOYKA HCITyraHa... — babyiuka
6osieer. OHa ¥ 9 — BCS Halla ceMbsi. MHe HYXHO IpoJaBaTh
BEllld M MOKYyTaTh YTO-HHOYIb A1 6abyluxu.

— S Mory noMo4yb, — HEOXHMAAHHO Nperoxmwn IxuM. —
Ecnu ckaxelllb, YTO TeGe HYXHO, s TOXE TOHIIY.

H, emé cnpaiuuBasi, OH NOYYBCTBOBAI HEOOBIYHOE OLIY-
LIeHHe B rojioe. THpo Xod4eT, 4YTOOBl OH 3TO cienan. Ho
OTKyZa OH 3HaeT, 0 Y€M AyMaeT KOoT? B 3TOM*HEeT HMKAKOro
CMBICTIA.

JleBouka qonro xosebdanachk, NIOTOM KOPOTKO KMBHYJIA.

— Xopolio, — HO ToJIoC y He€ ObUT HeNOBONbHLIN. — S
Gepy OYyTBLIKH, BCE, YTO MOXHO Mpoaars. BoT 3mech, — oHa
nokKa3ajla Ha BXOA B morpe6, — HaBepHSAKAa 4YTO-HHOYOb
uMeetcsi. HUKoMy 310 6oJibllie He HYXHO, TaK YTO, €CJIH MBI
MODJISIAUM. ..

JXuM 3arnsgHyn B AYPHO IIaxXHyllee OTBEpCTHE. BHHU3
YXOAWIHM ToNyoOBaIMBLIMECS CTyNeHH. OH NPUKWHYJ, BBI-
JepXaT JIH OHM ero Bec. A AeBoYKa yxe uua tyga. OHa
ONJISIHYJIaCh Yepe3 IUIeYO.

— A Onmmu. B Msii BpayH, — o6baBuia ona. — U
xuBy Ha Kok Oiu.

— A rae 310? — JIXHM cMOTpeJ, KaK AeBOYKA CITyCKaeTcs
no cryneHbkaM. OHa nepenphIirTHBaJIa C OAHONM Ha OPYTYIO H,
Ka3aJioch, COBCEM He AyMaJjla, YTO OHH MOTYT OOBQJIMTBCS.

— Tam, — DM MaxHyZa pykKoil, HO XXMM He TIOHSLI,
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Kyla OHa mnokasbsiBaeT. HeBaxHo. OH ToXxe Hayal CIyCKATh-
cs, TpaBOa, MEIJIEHHEH U OCTOPOXHEH.

O u JxuM obluapuBaId Ipydbl NMOJOMaHHBIX KUPINH-
Yyeif 1 Mycopa, 3apOCJ/IM COPHSIKA, a 3TO BpeMs YyTh B CTOPOHE
YTO-TO LIE€BeNbHYNIOCh. THPO NOAHSUI TOJOBY M XOJOOHO H
KPUTHYHO B3IVISHYJI B TOM HalpaB/ieHUH.

TeHp MrHOoBeHHO 3aMepia. HyxHo MMeTh 09eHb XOopoliHe
rja3a, KollaybM IJIa3a, 4TOOBl YBHIETh €€. D10 ObUTa ele
ONHA KOIIKA.

«TBl mocTynaeup mIyno! — MbIC/b THPO ycTpeMmiIach K
MO3Ty nosiBUBLIeHcst Komk. — He BpeMs TeGe moka3biBaTh-
csa. S ycTaHOBMI KOHTAaKT C <«MaJbdHKoM». Ho eMy Henb3s
BHMIETH Hac ABoMX BMecTe! OHM He 06/1analoT HallleH JIETKOCTHIO
MBICJIEHHOTO OOLIEHHSI, HO HeJIb3S UX W HeJOOLIEHHUBAThH».

«OHH KaxyTcsi 6e3BpeHBIMU», — OTBETHJIa KOLIKA.

Tupo NomHsN rojioBy, 06NM3aN IEPCTh Ha rpyau. «Tbl xe
BHIeJIa HCTopHyeckHe JieHThI! be3BpenHbie! D10 caMble Xec-
TOKHME M caMble HEJIOTHYHBIE CYLIECTBAa, KAKHX Mbl TOJILKO
BCTpEYATH».

OH c HeKOTOpHIM OeCNOKOMCTBOM OXHAaJl, YTO IOJYy4YMT
3aMeYaHHe HacY€T CBOel CHMIIATHH K MaIb4HMKy. Takoe
OTHOIIIEHHE K JIOASM, €CIH TOJBKO OHH He JOJDKHBI NOMO-
raTb, He BXOAWUT B TIOATOTOBKY pa3Benunka. Ho y Mep
XBaTWIO TAKTa HE HATIOMHHATb €My 3TOT yHKT PYKOBOJCTHA.
B xoHue koHLOB THpo — cTapumii KO’OT B 3TOH IoJIeBOM
onepauuu. A 1 Mep 3To nepBblii NOJNET; HEKOTOpasi ONPO-
METYHBOCTb C €€ CTOPOHBI BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHA.

YEpHBIii KOT KpHTHYHO OCMOTpEJI CBOIO CIyTHHLY. B ero
COOCTBEHHBIX XIWIaX TEYET YETBEPTh 36eMHOM KPOBH, HEO6XO-
JHUMOI 1151 OCYLIIECTRICHH MOJIEBBIX ONEpalldii B 3TOM MHpe,
HO €r0 BeJIMYECTBEHHAs] BHELIHOCTb CBUIETEILCTBYET O MOA-
JIMHHOM TPHHAIUIEXHOCTH K KO’oTaM. ¥ Mep Hord IIMHHee
OTHOCMTEJIBHO Tesla. XBOCT TOHblE, HAallOMHHAET XIbICT,
Mopa y3kas. llBer 1iepcTH cepoBaTo-6elbiii, HE OYEHb OT-
JIMYAIOLIMICA OT M3BECTKOBOH INbUIM, NMOKPLIBAIOLUEH 31€ech
MOYBY, TOJBKO IOJIOBa, Jambl M XBOCT 4YyTh TeMHee. OHa
BBIVISIAMT TaK, CJIOBHO HECKOJBKO OHEH He eja M CWIbHO
oauyana. «OTIMYHAsS MacCKMpOBKa», — rnoayman Tupo. Mep
MOXET CMOKOMHO OpOAWTh MO YJIMIAaM H NepeyjiKaM 3TOro
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YTOMHUTEJBHOTO Topoja, Iie KO’OoT C €ro BHELIHOCThIO Oyner
MTHOBEHHO 3aMeYeH, AaXe IUIOXOBHASLUMMH JIIOAbMU.

«Thl 3Haewb npuka3. JIBa OHS HAa YCTPOWCTBO, INOTOM
BCTpEYa».

«1 BO3BMY «I€BOYKY>.

THUpO He MOT NMOBEPHUTH, YTO NMPABWIBHO YJIOBWI €€ MBICIIb.

«Takasi, KaK OHa, He HUMeeT HMKAKOW LIEHHOCTH, CecTpa.
Tol TONbLKO 3psA MOTPAaTHLIb JpParoleHHOE BpeMsi», — OH
CTapaJjicsl He TMOKa3biBaTh MCITLITHIBAEMOIO pa3apaXeHHS.

«bpar, 1 menalo To, YTO HaM MNpHKa3aHO. B Tex Hopax,
OTKY[la OHa MpHILLIA, XUBYT HalllM UICTUHHBIE ponuyu. S yxe
3aMeTWIa UX: HHaye 3a4eM Obl s1 31ech oka3anach? A npuiuia
— o moLWa 3a HEeW».

Tupo cHoBa 06M3aN 1EPCTh Ha Tpyad. Mep uMeeT npaBo
Ha BBIOOp, M €ClIM OHa clejaja e€ro HeBepHO, €€ XIET
Haka3zaHue. OH OXHIa1, YTO OHA OTBETHT Ha ero Meicib. Ho
Korjga TOOHSUI TojloBy, oHa Mcdyesna. Ilo kxpaiiHeit Mepe,
coOmonaeT NpaBuWia U YCTAHOBHUT KOHTAKT CO CBOMM «pebOEH-
KOM» Ha PacCTOSTHHH.

OH BCIYLIMBAICS B JOHOCHBLIMECS M3 Iorpeba rojioca u
CTMOKOJHO oxXwupan po3ppauleHust Ixuma. Ho Tonpko nosep-
XHOCTHBIE €10 MBICJIH ObUTH 3aHSATHl MAJIBYUKOM. B ocHOBHOM
Xe OH JyMaJl O JpyTOM, O TOM, YTO NPHUBEJIO €T0 clofia, B MHP,
KOTOpBIN ApeBHEHILHE 3alTMCH €ro pachl NMPOBO3IVIaCHIH ca-
MBIM XECTOKHMM U HECYACTHBIM.

2. Tupo, Mep u npobaemvi

— Hert, MBI He MoXeM MYCTUTh 3TOro GpoAsYero Kora B
noM, JIxum.

— OH He 6poasumii koT! OH notepsics. ToNbKO MOCMOT-
pute Ha Hero. OH He U3 TeX, YTO OpOAST IO ABOpaM.

Tupo, KOTOPOro Malb4MK NPHXKUMAI K cebe, IMOIOXWII
Jlamibl €My Ha Iuledo M 3aMmypibikaia. Ho Ha Muccuc Jlein oH
CMOTpeJI COBCEM He ApyXenooHo. HeBaxxHo, NpUMYT ero 3TU
Joau Wwid HeT. Ecnn O6b1 MaIbYMK TaK CTPAaHHO HE HpaBUICS
€My — Ja, MMEHHO HpPaBWICS, — OH elllé B CaMOM HayaJle
3TOTO CMOpa BBICKOJIB3HYN Obl M3 IOMa.
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JInmo IxuMa BcnsixHyno. Bens THpo — mepBoe, Yyero oH
IENCTBUTEIBLHO 3aXOTEN CO BPEMEHH CBOETO HecyacThbsl.

— Hy, ocTtaBb noka, — JIXxuM 3HaJ1, YTO 3TO 3HAYMT. THpo
MOXeT OBITh 30ech, TIOKA He BepHETCS MucTep [eiin. Toroa
HeHn30eXHO HaYHETCS pa3roBOp O cAade KOTa B MMTOMHHUK M...

— 5 ocraBiso ero y cebs, — pEeLIMTENbHO CK33aJ Mallb-
YyHK. —Y MeHS e€CTb COOCTBEHHOe IeHeXHoe mocobue. S
MOTY INOKYTIaTb eMy eny...

— Jleslo He TOJILKO B eie, — Mpeaynpenwia Muccuc Jlein.
— Hyxwno 6ynmer caenatb NIpUBUBKH, XOTs ObI OT GellieHCTBa.
A OHH IOpPOTO CTOSAT, 3aNoMHH, JIxuM. Jla, o4eHb KpacHBBIit
xoT. Ho g nymalo, Tul paB: oH norepsuicsa. Hano mocMoTpeThb
OOBsBICHHUS B raserax.

JIxuM Oblan B wepcTh Ha rojoBe Tupo. ITo kpaitHeit
Mepe XOTb Yero-To OH AOOWICS: OHa COIJIacHa NMPHUHATbL THpO
M KOPMHTH ero. MajlbuMK 3HaJl, YTO HCNpPOOyeT BCE, YTOOBI
coxpaHuTh y cebs kora. K cuactbio, 3a3BOHWI TenedoH;
muccuc Jeiin nouvia X Hemy, a JIXXuM B36eXal Mo CTyNeHIM
Ha BTOpOil 3TaX, MEpenphirMBasg Mo JABE 3a pa3, H NPHHEC
THpo K cebe B KOMHATy, NMOKa OHa He 3aMmeTwia. [lotom
nocagui KOTa Ha KpoBaTh H CTaJl 4ecaTh y HEro 3a yXOM.
OTBeTHOE MYpJIBIKAHBE JEHCTBOBAJIO YCIMIOKAHBAIOLIE, HOBbIMH
TOBApHLI MAJIBYMKA 3aKATHIBAJI IV1a3a M BIIMBAJICA B MOKPhHIBa-
JIO KOTTSIMH.

t * *

— OTKyna Tl B3s1ach? — cripocwia DJUIH, Bellas IycToM
MeUoK Yepe3 1wieyo. JleBouka yxe rnobniajia Ha COpTHPOBKE
yTIWIA y aamowiku CiuMa, M noJ TEeHHHCKOH B TpANKe Y Heé
OBUIM TILLATEJIBHO CHpSTaHbl AeHbrH. Ho ¢ TeM MambuMkoM
OHa JenuThcsl He OyAeT, XOTA 3TO OH OTHICKAI CTEKISIHHbIE
KYBUIMHBI Ha TOJIKE B morpebe.

A K Hell IpHILIa Apyras Oojibllas KOLIKA, He Y€pHas, Kak
Hal€n MabyMK. Tenepb OHa cuesia Ha MOPOre U cMOTpeJia
Ha He€, CJIOBHO 3T0 €€ NOM, M K Heil NpHIUIH TOCTH.
HMHTepecHass Xouika, OBYLIBETHast M C TOJYObIMH IJVIa3aMH.
T'onyGble masza. DM paHbllle BCTpeYaia TOJbKO OQWYaBLINX
KOllIEK, KOTOphie Cpa3y pasberaiuch, KOrja OoHa HayHHaIa
pLITECSI B MycOpHEX Oakax. Ho 310 coBceM apyras KollKa:
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OHa HHUCKOJIBKO He Ooutca. U no3toMy caMa DJUIM HEMHOIO
HCHYTajlaCh — COBCEM HEMHOTO.

Ho 310 €€ nBepb, XOTA M INOKOpPEXEHHasi, MOTOMY 4YTO
yacTh AepeBa crimwia. Ha Kok Dnu Bce moma yborue. Ho eé
JIOM, HaBepHOe, CaMbIi yooruii, aymMana Dyumi. B HEM Tonbko
OlHa KOMHAaTa, H BMECTO OKOH MYCThIe paMbl. DJUTH 3aTKHYJa
MX CTapbIMH MelIKaMM. Tak TEMHO, HO 3aTO MeHblle OyeT H
HEMHOIO CIlacaeT OT XoJiofa 3UMOH.

Kollka nogHsna mnepegHIO0 Jally M JIM3HYJIA MIEPCTh.
DJUTH B3MaxHyja MyCThIM MEILIKOM.

— O#, ThHl... yxoau! — mnpHKa3aja oHa. — 3TO MoOii oM,
Moii ¥ 0aOylIKuH. Y Hac HeT KouleK. OHH HaM He HYXHBbI!

OHa HHKOrJa He BHIAeNa KOIIEK C TaKMMHU ToiyObIMH
rma3aMu. 1 oHM cMoTpenn npsMo B €€ I71a3a. DJUIM BhITEpia
pykoii 106. XKapko. Xopouio 6bl COCYJIbKY-J€eHel, Npo-
XJIaaHylo, JdeasgHylo. Hamo cxonuTh BHYTpb, MOCMOTPETDh, KaK
TaM 0aOyimika. babyluka ckazaja YTpoM, YTO IUIOXO ceOs
YYBCTBYET, IOJIEXXHUT HEMHOIo, 4YTOOBI OTIOXHYJIM CTapble
KOCTH. YXacCHO cTapplie KOCTH y 0a0y1IKH, OHH Tenepb Bceraa
GOJISIT.

— Vxoau! — D ellé pa3 MaxHyla MELIKOM, HO KOLIKA
Jaxe He MOpruyJia. Crapasich JepXaThCsl KAaK MOXHO Jajibliie
OT KOLUKH, A€BOYKA MPOTHCHYIACH B JABEPD.

BHyTpH, KaK H Bcerga, 6bU10 TEMHO M AYLIHO. DJUIH TaK K
3TOMY TNpPHUBBIKJIA, YTO M HE 3aMeyasla — IOYTH. Y AaibHei
CTeHbl NPUTYJIWIach cTapast IpopXaBeBllasg Ie4b, PsSIOM
CTOMT CTOJI C OHOM HOXKOi Ha kupnuyax. Ha HEM ckoBo-
ponka 6abymlku M [OBe TpPeCHYBLIME 4YallKM, HaWIEeHHbIE
Omm. [Tox cTonoM BeApO C KOBLIOM.

— 9710 1, 6abyika! — DU MouUia NpsIMO K NMpOBUCLIEH
kpoBaTU. — f! MHe noBe3no cerogHs. Hauwia crapele KyB-
WHMHbI, U Asaolika CiauM Aal MHe JOoJUIap M COpPOK ABa
LIeHTa, — U OHa JOoCTajla H3-NoJ TEHHUCKH CBOE 3aBS3aHHOE
COKpOBHILE.

TonoBa 6abyiku MoBepHy/Jach Ha MoAylIKe, H DJUIH 06-
Jler4€HHO B3aoXHYy/Ma. MHorma 6abylika npocTo CIUT M Jaxe
He oTBedaer.

— HMnu xo MHe, IeTKa, — TojJOC C KpPOBaTH 3BydYal He
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rpoMye wméEnora. — Tbl y MeHs1 yMHuuUa, Oiutd. [daii MHe
nonutb. OYeHb XapKo...

— KoHeyHo, — Omiu nobexana 3a koBuioM. Ilotom
NMPUBBIYHO TIPUIIOAHSJIA TojioBy 6abyllKu OOHON PYyKOil M
CMOTpeNia, KaK Ta AejlaeT OOMH-ABA roTka. — Eiué, 6adymui-
Ka? — crpocuia oHa.

— JocraroyHo, 3uu. Xopolluii BKyc — IS TOpOJCKOMH
BoAbl. ¥ Hac JoMa ObUI KoJIoJell, HHUrIe He ObLUIO BOIbI
cnaiue. JJaBHo 3TO OBUIO, TaK AABHO...

— Tb1 nonpaBuibes, 6a0yiKa, ¥ MHE TMOBE3ET ell€, KaK
cerofHs, U Mbl cseM B aBToOyc M moeaeMm Tyna, — JJUIH
MeuTajla, KaK 4aCcTO M paHbllle, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 BCIYX.
babyiika Tak MHOIo paccka3biBajla O CBOEM CTapoM AOMe,
YTO MHOTIJA AeBOYKE KA3aJIOCh, YTO OHA caMa TaM ObIBaJa.

MasieHbKasi XeHILIHHA B MIOCTEJIH cesia, U DJUTH TOPOIUTHBO
MPUHSUIACh YKPHIBaTh €€ CTETAHbIM OJESIJIOM M TIONpAaBJISATh
IPSI3HYIO TIOAYLIKY.

— A nonyywna gosiap M COpoK ABa LieHTa, — INMOBTOpHIA
neBoyka. — I[loiiny B MarasuH. KpHccu ckasan, 4Tro TaM y
IBepel Beldpo, a B HEM INoOMSTbie KOHCepBbl. U moaTtoMy mx
npoaaloT o4YeHb A€wmeBo. S Tebe Kyrurio cyna, 6abyika, u
ewé 3aiiny B OynoyHylo. TaM BuepallHHif x1e6, OH OYeHb
NELIEBDIA...

— Yro 310, ACBOYKA? — 0abyllika cMOTpeJia MUMO DJUTH,
M Ha €€ CMOpPLIEHHOM 0e33y0oM JiMlle OTpa3swioCh YIHMBIIE-
HHUe. — Kprica? Bo3sMu-ka Metny, Dsuin! BosasMu Metay. He
NO3BOJISIN cTapoi Kphice...

I'naza Dn yXe NpHUBLIKIM K MOJYTbME, U OHa BHIENA,
KTO CHIMT y Bepa, IVisiisd Ha Heé.

— OT10 He Kpbica, 6abymika. bonbiuas Kouwka. OHa cuzena
y HalIMX JBepel, Korja sl MpHIlIa, CJIOBHO 3To €€ noM. S
BO3BMYy METJIY M...

Ho eif He xoTenoch MporoHATh Koluky. OHa Tak Ha Heé
cMOTpUT, GyaTo 3HaeT npo Jiu M»aii bpayH Bc€, ¢ ronosel
1o Hor. 1 oHa He WIMNHUT U He BOpYHUT. U ecnu Kolika 6yaer
TyT, MoxeT, 6Gabylika He OyaeT Tak OOSITbcsl KpbIC, Koraa
DJUIM YyXOAUT Ha NOUCKHU TOTO, YTO MOXHO TpOAATh.

— Kowka? I'ne To1 €€ B3si1a? Mbl He CMOXEM NPOKOPMHTD
KOIIKY.
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— W He HyxHO, — oTBetwia dum. — Ecam oHa TyT
NOCHAUT, TO MOMMAEeT OOJBUIYIO KpPbICY, KOTOPYIO Thl TaK
HEeHaBUAHMlUb, 6abymwika. OHa NOCHAMT, MOKa S CXOXY H
MpHHeCcYy Yero-HUOyabL noects. He Goiics.

H oHa peuinia qokasaTh 370 6abyliike, NMPOTAHYB PYKY K
ronoBe roctbu. Cepo-06ejiasg rojiopa NMPUIOOHSIACH, KOLIKA
o6HI0XaJa naTbLibl DJUIH, TTOTOM €ll€ Bhillie TOAHSJIA TOJIOBY
U TIoTEpnachk 00 e€ pyKy.

Omu youBwiace. OHa mnoHpaBWiach Koiuke! CTpaHHO.
OHa xe neBoyka 0a6ywmiku. Ha Kok Onm XHBYT Bcero ogHa-
IB€ XCEHUIMHbI, KOTOphle HHOrAa JaloT €l 4TO-HHUOYIb.
Hanpumep, Muccuc JlabHH: oHa moaapwia TEHHMCKY, Adaxe
oOpesasia pykaBa, 4ToOBI ieBouKe ObUIO yno6Heii. Ho apys3eii
y He€ TyT HeT. et ¢ Kok DU OTNpaBIsUIMCH B LUKOJY,
KOTa MX JIOBWI Haa3UpaTelib, a KOrda OH He MOKAa3bIBaJICH,
npocTo Geranu no ynuie. M 6abyuika He xoTena, YToObl BJUTH
BOAMJIACh C HUMH. A Terepb JJUIM CAULIKOM 3aHSATa, H Y Heé
COBCEM HET BpeMeHHM Ha rynocTH. Ho... oHa nmoHpaBWwiach
3Toil Kouke. 1 moyeMy-To A€BOYKA OLUIYTHIA KAKOE-TO HO-
Boe, IMyOOKoe 4yBCTBO.

* * *

JIXHM OCTOPOXHO clycKaJicsl o TEMHOM JecTHHUle. [ne-
To cHapyXxH Tupo, Muctep [eitn BeIHeC ero, Korjaa IpHIUIO
BpeMsl JIOXUTbCA cnaTtb. OH no3Bojuwn JIXXHMY NMOCTaBUThL B
rapaxe KOpoOKY M TOJIOXHTb TyJa Mapy CTapbIX KyTNaJbHbIX
MoJIoTeHell, KOTopbie Hallula MHccHc Jleis1, Ho TBEpAO cKa-
3aJ1: HUKaKUX Kouuek B foMe. M JIxuM ObLT Tak paccepXeH,
YTO coBepllieHHO 3a6bUT 060 BceX CBOMX TOpeCTSX.

Benb psinoM y IappucoB XuBET Gosbluas mnonuLeicKas
cobaka. [Ixxum cneinan, kak Pogau I'appuc xBacrtai, 4ro ero
cobaka JIOBUT KOllEK, AaxXe youBaeT ux. [IXUM c caMoro
Hayaja HeB3moow1 Poanu; Tenepb oH Jaxe roToB 6bUT ¢ HUM
noapatecsi. A 4ro ecnd Pekc moitmMaer Tupo? Ot omHoit
TOJILKO MBICIH 00 3TOM MaJbYUK B3APOTrHYJ, XOTS HOYb
cTosuia Xapkasi. ['appucel Ha HOYb Bcerga BhINyckawT Pekca
BO JBOp, KaK CTOPOXEBYIO0 cobaky. A TMpo MoXeT MOWTH
Tyga, He mogo3peBasi 06 OMacHOCTH.

JIXHM CIycTWICS BHM3 M OTKpBLUT ABepb, BEAYLIYIO B
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rapax. OH npHHecéT Tupo, MoXeT, cnpsiyeT ero B LIKady.
JIBepn HakoHell noAanach, ¥ JIKMM oKa3ajicsl pAAoM ¢ MallH-
HOM.

— Tupo? — HerpoMko mo3san oH. [loroM momowé€n K
Kopob6ke, HO OHa 6bUIa MycTa, KaK OH M omacajicsi. — Tupo?
— MaJIbYHK HE OCMEJIMBAICA 3BaTh IpoMKO: Jleiibl Moryr
yCIIBILIATD.

CHapyXH SpKO CBeTWIa JiyHa. Bbulo ciabllIHO, Kak 1o
yAMLE MPOXOASAT MAlUMHbI, B OCHOBHOM Jajblile, TaM, IAe
niocce; u3faneka IoHEccs pEB MONMHLEHCKON cupeHbl. JIXum
MEPECTYNHJI ¢ HOTM Ha Hory. OH He MOr NpocTo Jiedb B
MoCTeNb H JIeXaTh, Gecnokosick o Tupo.

Tuxo, Kak TOJMBKO MOT, MajlbYHK BbIOpasics Bo aBop. U
YCIIBIILAT KAKHE-TO CTPaHHble 3BYKH... «Tupo?»

M xakuM-To 06pa3oM MBICJIEHHO YBHAE] GONBLIOTO YEp-
HOTO KOTa, ICHO yBMAe, Kak Oyato THpo cHaen nepen HUM,
OCBELUEHHBIH JIYHOM, H CMOTpeJ] Ha Hero, KaKk NpH NnepBoi
BCTpeye.

JIxuM octaHoBwics. THpo ObUT 3mech. ManbuMK HeyBe-
pPeHHO MOIHEC PYKYy K rojioe. THpo He 3abmynuicsi, OH He
nowén K agomy Iappucos. Her, Tupo BCcE€ 3HaeT 0 TakMx
cobakax, Kak Pekc, 0 TOM, 4YTO KOlLIKa MOXET IOMNAacTh IMOJ
MalIMHy, H... XXMM cIIOTHYA. Takoro CTpaHHOTO YyBCTBA Y
Hero HUKoraa He 6pu10! OH BCE 3HAJI TaK XE€ TOYHO, CJIOBHO...
CJIOBHO €My CKa3aJld 3TO Iana WiH MaMa. A Hu4yero Gosee
BepHoro [IXXuM mpeacTaBUTb cebe He MOT.

Tupo B Ge3onacHOCTH, OH BepHETcA. XXMM He AODKEH
6ecnokouthcsa. C rIyboKMM B3JOXOM OOJIErdEHHMsI MaJIbYMK
3aKpbL1 ABepb rapaxa. EMy oueHb xoresoch cnath. [1oObicT-
pee Obl Jieyb B MOCTENb.

* * *

[1sTHA NyHHOrO CBeTa JieXaly Ha IUIallaaKe, Ha KOTOpoi
Korzga-To ctostl oM. Ho MeXny HMMH ocTaBaJloch HOCTATOY-
HO TE€HH, I]e JIETKO MOXHO ObUIO cripSTaThes. THPO CKONMB3WI
OT OAHOM TEHHU K APYIOH C OCTOPOXHOCTBIO XOPOIUO NMOATO-
TOBJICHHOTo pa3Bequnka. OH 4YyBCTBOBaJl ob6JieryeHue:
YCTIOKOMTbh MaJIbYMKa OKa3ajJoCh HETpyAHO. MasbyuK TakK
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BCTPEBOXWICS, YyTo Tupo gaxe ciaerka yaumBwics. B cBoé
eIWHCTBEHHOE Tpeablayliee nocelieHne 3eMIH OH OCTaHaB-
JIMBAJIC B CeMbe, KOTOpas BCEX «KHMBOTHBIX» OTITyCKaJla Ha
Ho4b. Moxer, JIX1M 4eM-TO OT/IHYaETCs OT APYTHX, MOAYMAJ
Tupo. IToTroM BcnoMHM paccKassl noaypoaudei. O4eBHIHO,
M CcpelM Joleil BCTpe4yaloTcsl TaKMe, KOTOpble OYMAalOT He
TOJIbKO O CBOEM BHIE.

Bosbllioit YEPHBIN KOT OCTAHOBWICS TNOJA Ppa3poCLUMMCS
KYCTOM ¢ 06/loMaHHBIMH BeTBIMH. [loa nanamMu Msarxko mpy-
XHHWIH BbICOXIIIHE LIBETHI CHpeHH. OH Mocia MbICIb-BOTPOC
M CTaJl XIaTb.

Bckope nosisunace Mep. OHHM CKOJIb3HYJA, NMPIKUMASICh
XMBOTOM, TIOJ BETBb H celia psaaoM. KOHYHK XBocTa aKKypart-
HO OOGepHyJiCs BOKpYT Jam.

«Hy Kak, ycTaHOBWIa KOHTAKT C I€BOYKOH?» — CIIpOCHI-
noayman Tupo.

B oTBeTHO# Mbiciu Mep YyBcTBOBajach ycMelika: «MeHs
NPUBETCTBOBAJIH... KaK JIOBLA KPbIC».

Tupo He cMOT NoJaBUTh oTBpallieHHA. KoHeyHo, HX 3mel-
HHE TIONYpOOHYH — OXOTHHKM, 3TO XOpOLIO H3BECTHO. B
KOHILIE KOHLIOB OHH THICSTYH JIET NPOBEJIM Ha BapBapCKoOM
IUIaHeTe, Tie UM HYXHO ObUlIo JTH6O MpHCIOCcOOMTLCS, JTHOO
noru6HyTh. Ho monymMaTs 06 HCTHHHOM KO’0OTe 6J1aropoaHoO-
ro poaa, Kak 06 oxoTHHuke!

'~ Ycmemka Mep crana 3aMetHeil. «Her, s He roHsuiachk 3a
3THMHM 3BepsMH. JIoCTaTOYHO ObUIO CWIBHOM HamnpaBIeHHOM
MBICJIM, H OHM TeNephb ABaXAbl MIOAYMAIOT, NpeXae YeM CHOBa
npuiiti. JeBouka... — Mep kxonebanacs. — OHa GouTcs 3a
6a6yiky. 1 oHa MHoro tpyaurcsd. He moxoxa Ha OObIYHBIX
YeJIoBeYECKUX NEeTEHBILIEH, GecCMBICIEHHBIX M XECTOKMX.
OHa cuuTaeT MEHS OPYTOM».

Tupo 3aBopyan. «Korga Mbl BriepBble OOHapyXWIH 3Ty
TUTAHETY, Mbl ObUTH ApY3bsiMH JIoAei. Hallli MBICIMTENIM H HX
MBICJIUTENIM XWIH BMecTe, U MeXny Hamu 6bu1 Mup. Haia
MyIpOCTb NMHTAJIa MX MYAPOCTb; HMX MYIpPOCTh oboraiuasia
Haury. Benpb Te moau Aaxe BEpWIM, YTO HMX BeJIMKasi GOTMHA
— kKowka. OHM Ha3piBaIH €€ bact M cTpoWiuM Xpambl, B
KOTOPBIX MBIl XWiH. U moaH paloBaIMCh H TOYTHTEJIBHO
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OTHOCHJIMCH K TEM KO’0TaM, KOTOPBI€ CONIALIAUTMCh XHUTb NOJ
MX Kpbiiieii. Ho TBI MOMHMLIB, YTO MOCNENOBAJIO 33 3TUM,
cectpa? TéMHBIE roasl, KOorma BOXAHU Jiofeid oObIBWIM Hac
3JIOM M OXOTWIHCH 32 HAMM C OTHEM M MeYOoM, IOABEPrajiu
neiTkaM? Jlaxe Te, KTo B HOBBIX XpaMax Moywicst CyllecTy,
MOJIHOMY JII0OBH, JaXXe OHM KpHYaIM, YBMAEB Hac, U yOHBa-
qu. U Ttenepr Mexmy HaMM M «IIOObMM» TNpoOJierjia peka
cMeptH. M y Hac TOJIBKO OOUH JOJr — OCBOOOXMTH CBOUX
poaHueii, BepHee, TeX MOJypoAHdeil, KTO elllé He HAaCTOJbLKO

orpy6en, 4toObl CABIIIATL BHYTPEHHHH ToOJIoOC», — XBOCT
Tupo xjecTan mo TpaBe, YIIM NPIKAJIKCh K Yepeny, I1a3za
CBEPKAJIH.

«TbI TOBOPHILB, KaK MpeaBOaAUTENb AHa», — Mep pasris-
ObIBajla €ro, cjierka CKJIOHHUB TroJIoBy Ha6Gok. Tupo c¢
pasApaXeHHeM TOHSJI, YTO OHAa HE HCINBITHIBAET K HEMY
JoJxHoro nouyreHus. Ho oH crapiumii B aToi akcneauuun. U
OIIBITA Y Hero Oosblie.

«AHa 3HaeT «mnonei», — oTBeTWI OH. — JlocTtaTouyHo
MOCJIylIaTh 3allUCH B MaMsATU Kopabis, 4ToObl MOHATH, YTO
oHa npaBa. U Mol nomxHbl coomonats IlepBoe IIpaBuio...»

«He mo3Bonsiii BO3HHUKATb 3MOLMOHAIBLHOM CBSI3H MEXIY
TobO# M JIOABMU», — TOCJIYLIHO TNpoUWTHpoBada Mep. —
Ho MbI Beib OODKHBI COXpPaHSTh CBOIO TaifHy, BepHo? S
pacIyTalo KphiC B JoMe JA€BOYKH M MOCTapaioCch y3HATh, YTO
cMmory. Koraa crnenyiolasi BcTpeya ¢ npeaBOogUTEIAMU?»

«f no6eiBan B LUTIONKe, — OoTBeTWI THpo. — Ha ckanepe
HUKaKuXx cooOmeHuit. Kcrat, B Co3HaHMM MajibyMKa o
OOHapyXuJ cTpax nepea HeKoei co6akoii, KoTopasi Mo Ho4yaM
yOMBaeT KolleK. 3Toro 3Bepsl CIyCKAalOT IO HOYaM B TOM
HamnpaBlIeHHWH, — OH yKa3ajl nmogbopoakoM. — bBynb octo-
POXHa».

«KaxeTcsi, MaJTbYHK OYe€Hb O Tebe 3a0OTHTCS, MHaye y
HEro B CO3HAaHHWM He ObUIO ObI TAaKMX CTpaxoB, — cKa3aja-
nogymana Mep. — Yrto Oymer ¢ HUM M ¢ JEBOYKOM, Koraa
CIIyYMTCSl TO, Yero Mbl omnacaemca?»

Ecnau 6b1 KOT MOr moXuMarh IUle4aMH, OBWDKeHHs1 THpo
COOTBETCTBOBAIU OB 3TOMY XeECTy.

«OHH, KaK U BeCh HX pol, TOJy4YaT 3aciIyXeHHOoe», —
TOJIBKO TaKOii OTBET M MOXET NaTh yBaXaloluii ce6sd Ko oT.
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Ho B mryouHe aymm Tupo MCIBITHIBAJI CTPAHHOE COXAJICHHE.
OH noMHWI, KaK JIXHM TpeBOXWICS O HEM, MOMHMI, KaK
MaJIbYMK uckan ero. EpyHna. JloctaToUHO BCIIOMHHTL MCTO-
PHIO B3aMMOOTHOILICHMH JIIONEH M KO'OTOB, YTOOBI N03a0bITh
O TaKUX DJIYIBIX cl1abocCTsIX.

Mep Bcrana. «Ilopa 3a paboTy, — OHa HOEpHYyJa CBOUM
JUIHHHBIM XBocToM. — [la GyarocioBUT Benukas bact Halne
ZeJIo».

Tupo Toxe BcTan. «byap ocTopoxHa, cecTpa. 3TOT MHpP
NMOJIOH ONAaCHOCTEM».

OH mpocieawl, KaK OHa JIeTKO CKOJIb3HyJla B TeHb, a
MOTOM HamnpaBwiIcs K TEMHoOMY aoMy JIxuma. OH yxe oTMe-
TWI TIOAXOnsliliee NepeBo, Ha KOTOpoe JIETKO B300paThcs.
3aTeM HpPOWTU BAOJb MO TOM BETKE, M OTTYAa OH CMOXET
No3BaTh MIbBYHKA M 3aNpPBITHYTh B OKHO, KOTOpPOE TOT,
KOHEYHO, OTKPOET, YTOOBI MPOBECTH HOYb B YIOOHOH nocre-
JIM, KaK M nofobaetr Ko’oTy 0JaropoAHOro NMpOMCXOXIACHHMSI.

3. Tenu czywaromcsa

IIHyB xupnuy Horoii, JIXX1UM MOCMOTpEJI, KaK TOT Hcue3aeT
B OTBepCcTHH norpeba. TamM BHM3y Tak XapkKo M aymHo. OH
AacT DU ewl€ NMaTh MUHYT, TOTOM YHIOET. MOXHO OCTaBHTh
KOpoOKy mnpsIMO 3lech, oHa €€ Haiinér. OH mocMoTpen Ha
GonplLION KapTOHHBIH SUIHMK. /XXMM NpoOTailwl €ro BOKPYT
JioMa, TIOTOMY YTO He CMOT NPOTOJIKHYTH B ABIpY B 3a0ope, H,
K CYaCTbIO, €r0 HUKTO He BHAea. Ecim DM HyxXHBI elé
GyTBUIKM, Teriepb OHA CMOXET BHIOpaTh.

Jo Bctpeun ¢ O JIXUM naxe He IOAO3pEBa, 4TO
BCSIKMH XJ1aM MOXHO IpojgaBaTb. O, KOHEYHO, MOXHO OTHEC-
TH IycThie OYTBHUIKM KOKM B MarasuH M TNOJYYUTb B3aMEH
HoBble. Ho TyT coBceM apyroe. Mucrep Mlein ckazan, 4yro
JxuM 310 XOpolo mpuayMan — pa3obpaThcs ¢ MycopoM. U
octaBwi JIXuMa peIThC B Xi1aMe. /XXMM HalI€l MHOXECTBO
NMOJIE3HbIX WISl DJUIK Belllei: HECKOJIBKO TapeJoK OT 3aMOpo-
XEHHBIX NPOOYKTOB, INATh OYTHUIOK pa3HOIo pa3Mepa H
IUIACTUKOBBI 3aHaBec V11 BAHHOM, y KOTOPOIo NoOpBaJics
BEPX M €r0 HeJb3sl ObUIO MOYHHMTD.
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Tupo NeHHBO JleXall Ha rpyle CTapbiX H0coK. OH Jaxe He
MOpPTHYJI, KOTIa MHMMO TMpoJeTesia YEPHO-XKEnTass 6abouka.
[Tpouwio yxe nsTh AHeH, Kak JIXXHUM ero BCTpeTw1, U NoKa He
6bI0 HMKAKHMX OOBSBIEHMII O Tpomaxe B raserax. THpo
yMéH, noayman /IxuM. OH no3BoisieT MUcTepy Jleiry BeiHe-
CTM €70 Ha HOYb, HEMHOIO MoroAs B30OHMpaeTcs MO JepeBy K
okHy JIXumMa M Bo3Bpallaercs B criajibHIo. HaBepHoe, caMblii
YMHBIH M3 KOTOB.

N3 oTkpbiTOoro okHa goma [leinoB HOHOCWIHCH 3BYKHM
Tenesusopa. IxuM no€xwicsa. Hdeiibl B nocjenHee BpeMs
MHOTO TOBOPAT O HOBOCTSIX, O Oecrniopsiikax Ha bauxHem
BocToke. Bcé 310 oyeHb maneko M [IxmMMa aOGCoMIOTHO He
KacaeTcsi. Mnn kacaercsa? OH ¢ 6ecrnioKoiCTBOM BCIIOMHMI,
KaKk Muctep [eiitn omHaXabl YNMOMSIHYJ, 4YTO OH oduiep
3amaca, W, €C/iH HAYHYTCH CepbE3HbIE HEMPHUATHOCTH, €My
NMPHUAETCA OTMPABIATbCA Ha ciayx0y. Muccuc [eitn Torma
cKa3zajla YTO-TO O TOM, YTO OHHM B TAKOM CJIy4yae TepeenayT K
e€ cecrtpe. Cectpa XMBET B MepuneHae, y He€ TaM depma.
Hy, 4r0o X, eciiM OHM TyAa noeldyT, THpo cMOXeT noexaThb C
HMMH. JIKMM 6bUT HACTPOEH pEUIMTENbHO. MOXHO KyTIHTb
CNCLIMAJIBHYIO CYMKY AJisi KOTOB, OH BHIEJ TaKylO B peKiIaMe,
M OH no3aborurcs, 4robsl THpo ObUIO ymOOHO.

Ho no tenuky Bceraa roBopsT, YTo Aejia MAyT 1wioxo. U
HUYEro Ha caMoM JieJle He IMPOUCXOAUT. 3a6aBHO. A HelaBHO
B CaMOM KOHlie HOBOCTEH YIIOMMHAJIH O TOM, YTO B HEKOTO-
PBIX Topoaax HCYe3aloT KOLIKU. JIXuM B3mIgHyn Ha Tupo.
KoMy MOXET NOHaJgoOMTLCI MHOTO KOLIEK — MPHYEM HeE
TMOPOAMCTBIX, KOTOPBIE CTOSAAT MHOIO JEHET, KAKMX OOBIYHO
MOKa3bIBAIOT Ha Pa3HBIX 1LIOY, @ CAMBIX OOLIYHBIX, BCEX TMOJ-
psiA, OONBLIMX M MaJICHBKHX?

— OTH NOBUbI KOWIEK, — cKa3aJl oH THpo, — OHH
HHUKoraa TeOs He mosyyaT. [Ja Thl MX M caM pa3opBELb Ha
KJIOYKH, €CJIM OHHM TOJIBKO TIONpPOOYIOT.

Tupo BBIMycTHN KOITH H 3allapamnajl LIHPOKYI0 HOCKY,
CJIOBHO OCTPWJI CBOE NMPUPOIHOE OpyXHeE, NTOTOBWICH K CXBaT-
Ke. 1M cHOBa MCIIBITA] CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO. OH €ro yXxe He
Pa3 MCIBITHIBAJ 32 MOCJeAHUE NATh AHEH, U eMy TaK XoTe-
JoCh BCE 3TO KOMY-HHUOyOb pacckKasaTh, paccrpocuTb. OH
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ObUT yBepeH, 4To THpo nMoHUMaeT ero cjaoBa. Cobaku, Hanpu-
Mep, NOHHMAIOT MHOTO CJIOB: CHIETH, JieXaTb, cTosATh. Ho 310
KOMaHIbl. A KOLIKAM HMKTO He Ja€T TaKMX KOMaHA.

- PasMuniisasg o6 atoM, JxuM yBuaen, yro Tvpo noBepHy.
ronoBy. Kot cMoTpen B nanbHHil KOHen MycThips. U yepe3
HECKOJILKO MTHOBeHHii nmosBiwiack Owid. Ho uuia oHa men-
JIeHHe#, 4eM oOBIYHO, H COBCEM He yiblbasach.

— B uyém peno? — cmpocun JIxuM. — CmoTpu: MHe
paspellllIi OTOOpaTh Koe-4yTo IJIsi MycOplLIHKOB. CMOTpH,
YTO y MEHS €CThb!

OH OBUHYN Briepén TsoKENy10 Kopobky. Ho Dwiu He KuHy-
Jlach K Hed, KaK OOGBbIYHO.

— Bbabymika... — MeIeHHO NPOrOBOpHJIa 1eBOYKAa, — OHa
3abosena, Ha 3TOT pa3 cepb€3Ho. Muccuc JlabHu ckaszana,
410 6a0yLIKY HYXHO NOJOXHUTh B 60MbHMLY. babyiky yBesyr
HU... — DJUIM chenayia ObICTPbI CEpAUTBLIA XeCT U BBITEpia
JIMLIO PYKABOM CTapoif TEeHHHCKH. — Sl He JaMm eé yBestn! S
caMa MOTy O Heii 1mo3aboTUThCS, KaK Bceraa 31o aenana. Ei
Iaxe MOXHO Gonblue He GOATBCS KpbIC, KOIJa MEHS HeT H
HEKOMY B3AThb MeTy. Bce KpbICHI yLIUIM, KOraa MOSIBWIAch
Mep. 5 yxoxy, a Mep JoXHUTcs B KPOBaTh M JIEXHUT TaM THXO,
M 0a0ylliKe CTaHOBMTCS JIyyllle, OHa CaMa TaK rOoBOpHT!

Mep? A-a, Ta KolIKa HeOOLIYHONO BHAA, KOTOPYIO €MY
OOHAXIbl Moka3zana DwiM. He Ttakas kxpacuBasg, Kak Tupo,
Xyaas ¥ cepo-6enasi. UM TOBOPHUT, YTO OHH APY3bS.

— A 41O roBopMT Bpay? — HeJIoBKO cnpoci JIxum. OH
HajesUics, YTo DJUIM He paciuiayeTcs.

— Kakoii Bpay? Mbl He MoXeM JaXe CBO3HTh 6abyliKy B
6onbHuLy. OHa He MOXeT MATH, a TyAa Aaneko. babyuika,
OHa caMa OOLIYHO TOBOpHT MHe, YTO neiaTbh. EcThb MHoro
PacTeHHH, KOTOPBIMH MOXHO JICYMTBHCS, €CJIM 3Hacllb MX.
PaHblue 6abylika MX McKana, H y He€ ecTh 3amac CYIIEHBIX
TpaB, U3 HUX MOXHO JeJiaTh 4YaM.

OIM XMBET KakK OyaTo coBceM B ApyroM Mupe. Ixumy
TPYAHO OBUIO MOBEPHUTH, YTO OHA HE MOXET CECThb B MALIUHY
H noexaTh K Bpayy. Ho kakas tam MammHa? OH nBa AHA
Ha3an Buaen Kok Onu, korna noMoran /UM OTHECTH AOMOH
KOpOOKY ¢ MycOpOM, U TaM HM y KOTO HET HMKAKHMX rapaxei
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M HUKAKHMX MAallIMH, KpOMe CTaporo M3HOLIEHHOTO Ipy30BHKA
B TMOJIYKBapTajle, C KOTOPBHIM BO3WICA KAKOW-TO MNapeHb.
JIxuM ctpaHHo cebsa yyBcTBoBan Ha Kok 3Jau. Ha Hero
BCE€ CMOTpEJIM, H MaJIbYMLIKHA OTIYCKAJIM 3aMeYaHMs, KOTo-
PHIX OH He MoHMMaa. [IoTOM OHM NMOAOLUIM W Tperpaguiu
emy nyTb. Ho DUt nmoroBopuiaa ¢ HUMHM, M CJloB €€ JIxum
ToxXe He MNoHs1. Torga MajIbYMIIKHM 3acMesUINCh M Tpo-
nmyctTwiu MX. Ho oH YyBcTBOBaJI, YTO ONHOMY B TAKOM MecCTe
eMy 6B He TNO3XOPOBUIIOCH.

— Ecau 4to-HMOyab ciaydurcs, — y DJUIM mnepexBaTHIIO
IbIXaHHE, H OHa HEHAJOoJINO 3aMoJT4ajia, HO MOTOM MpOJOJi-
xwna: — Ecnu ¢ 6abymkoii 4yTo-HUOYOb CIy4MTCs, s1 caMa
noeay aoMoii. Mel ¢ Mep He cTaHeM JOXHIATbCH, IOKA MEHSI
cAOanyT B MPHIOT, 2 Mep OTAaAyT KOLUATHHKAM.

JleBoyka ONYCTWIACh HAa 3€MJII0O PSAOM C KOpOOKOW H
PaBHOOYIIHO TNpOBeJia PYKOM 10 3aHaBecKe IS Aylia, KOTO-
pylo JIXuM nonoxwun Ha caMoM Bepxy. OHa gaxe He
B3[VIIHY/IA HAa BelM, MPOCTO CHAENA, YCTAaBMBLIKUCh Ha CTa-
pulii Morped, M JIMHO Y HEE OCYHYJIOCh U TOXYHEJNOo. DU
Gosmack, M cTpax eé 3apaxan JIxuma.

OH HeJNOBKO MEpecTyNwl ¢ HOTH Ha Hory. Ecim 4ro-TO
ciyyurcd ¢ e€ 6abymkoit! Hy, Kak 4To-TO CIy4wIoch ¢ MaMoi
M nanoi — GpIcTpoe, IUIoXoe H Ge3 BCIKOro Mpeaymnpexae-
Hus!

— Tebs MoryT B34Tb NPHEMHBIC POIMTENH, — MELJIEHHO
cka3an oH. — Kak MeHs...

— Huxorga! — BiumH peuIuTe/IbHO MoKadajia rojioBoif. —
A He mno3Bomo, YTOOBI MeHS NepelaBaii U3 PYK B PYKH,
CJIOBHO He€ 3Has, YTO cO MHOM Aenats. ['oBoplo Tebe, MbI
Mep noenem aomoii. B nom 6abyiikm!

— A rne 310?..

OH CJOBHO packpbUl ABepb OHTKOM HabGuTOro wikaga.
CnoBa DM MOTEKIM TaK OBICTPO, OHM TaK MNepeMellMBa-
JIKCh, YTO YacTo [I>XUMy NMPUXOAWIIOCH TONIBKO AOTaJbIBaTLCS.
Ho eMy cTasnio aGCoMoTHO ACHO: DIUTH BEPHUT, YTO TE-TO €CTh
YOUBUTEIbHBIA AOM, BOKPYT HETO MOJisl, a PsSOOM KoJiofel ¢
YUCTOM XonoAHOM Bomoil. Ha KycTax cTronbKo firol, 4To HX
BCE HMKAaK He MOTYT cobpaTh, H MHOTO KYKYPY3bl, H SIGJIOKH
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Ha JepeBbsx. baOylka TaM Xuia 4o TOro, Kak €€ MyX Hall€sn
paboty B ropoge. Ho moM mo-mpexHeMy TaM, OH XAET...

— Twl 3Haewb, Kak Tyaa nooparbcsa?

— Tyna xonut aBTOoOYC. MBI ¢ 6a0Yy1IKO# Tyna noeaeM, Kak
TOJIBKO HabepéM aeHer Ha Ownetsl. Sl 3amMcana Ha3BaHHE
OCTaHOBKHM aBTOOYca. babyixa...

DM BAPYT HarHyJach K KopoOKe M CHpsiTajia JIMLO B
3aHaBecKe, CJI0OBa €€ CMEHWIHCh BCXIMNbIBaHUsIMH. OHa 3a-
IUTaKajla TaK CWIBHO, YTO BCE €€ MaJICHbKOE TeJlIo OyKBaJIbHO
3aTPSACIIOCH.

M3 TteHu BHe3anHo BeilLia Mep. Ilogoiuna K aeBouke,
noTépjliach 0 He€ OOKOM, IpOMKO 3aMypJibiKayia. Bpems or
BpeMEHH KOIIIKA MOAHMMAajJa MOPAY M TEpJjiach HOCOM O Ty
YacTh LIEKH DJUTH, KoTopas ObLIa BUAHA M3-TIOA PYyK. IXuM
C HeCcYaCTHBEIM BMIOM cHIen psnoM. EMy xoTesnoch ybexaTs;
B TO X€ BpeMsl OH XOTeJ CKa3aTh DJUIH, KAK €My Xallb, HO He
MOr HaiiTH cjoB. OH BHIEJ, KaK DM NMpPOTSHYyAa PYKy H
npuxasna K cedbe Mep, Ha B3DISIA MaJIb4YMKa, CIMLIKOM CHJIb-
HO, HO Mep npoaoyiXaja MYpJIbIKATb.

ITocreneHHo puigaHusa DM yTuxid. HakoHeu oHa mon-
HsUIa TOJIOBY, NpHXHMas K cebe Mep, MKHyNa M cKa3ana: «A
He Tulakca. baOylika Bceria TOBOPHMT, YTO Yy MeEHS TIoJioBa
Kpenko NpUBHHYEHA, H 1 MOry qobuBaThesl cBoero. U s ato
u Oyny menate!» OHa cepauTo cMoTpena Ha JIXuma, Kak
Oyaro Xpaana, YTO OH CTAHET CIIOPHTD.

— HagepHoe, Tak. Thl caenaeins Bc€, 4TO 3agymaelllb.

DU KMBHYJIA TaK, YTO €€ KOCHYKH NMOANPBITHY/IH. «boJib-
e 1 He Oyay IUIakaThb. A Tenepb, — OHa BhIMycTwia Mep u
obpaTiia BHUMaHHE Ha KOpOOKy, KOTOpylo NMpHHEC JIXUM,
— TIOCMOTPHMM Ha 3TO».

U xoThb y He€ ewl€ OnecTenu ca€3bl Ha LIEKaX, 3TO CHOBa
6bU1a Ta DK, KoTopyio JxxuM 3Han. OH MoYyBCTBOBAJ cebst
ropasio yBepeHHee, Koraa IeBo4Ka CTajla NpocMaTpPpHUBaTh €ro
HaXoAK¥, KOMMEHTUPYS M OLECHHBasg KaXaylo.

* * *

BTOi HOYBIO JIyHbl He ObUTO, BCE HEOO IUIOTHO 3aTAHYIM
Ty4uu. THUpo ObU1 J0BOJIEH. BHICKONB3HYB M3 JOMa, OH MO3BaJl.
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Yepe3z HeCKONIBKO CEKYHI K HeMy IpHcoeXHMHWIach Mep.

— CeroagHsa [OO/DKHO TNpHiTH coobiieHue. Ham mnnaH
HavaJl OCYIIECTBISThCS ¢ 3anana. Jaxe JioaM, 3aHSATbIE CBO-
MMH [JejlaMH, 3aMeTWIH. B 3ToM LIyMHOM TejleBU3Ope
ceroiHsl NMOSBIJIMCh HOBOCTH 00 YKpaJeHHbIX M cOexXaBUINX
KOLIKaXx.

— Ecnu c6op Hayancs, HOBOCTH OOJDKHBI OBITh TUIOXMMH,
— Mep Kak OyaTo BCTPEBOXMIIACD.

— Tsl, KOHeYHO, mepenana coOOLIEHHs HALIUM TOJYpo-
andam?

OHa faxe He cTajla OTBeYaTh, H OH PELIWI, YTO 3aCTYXII
otnoseab. Ho TpeBora, KoTopyio OH OLUYTHI B Heli, BhI3Basla
ero 6ecriokoiicTBo. OIHAKO OH He CTaJl HapyllaTh MOJTYaHHE,
KOrJja OHH ABHHYJHMCb B HOYb, NMPOOpaMCh MO Orpaioi u
HAalUIM TPOITy, XOPOWLIO CKPBLITYIO OT JIOACH M BeoylIylo B
caMylo Tyuly KyCTOB.

THpPO OTKHHYJ TroJIOBy M MCIYCTHJI HErpOMKHH pe3Kuii
3ByK. YacTh CTBOJIa JepeBa B cepelMHe 3apociieli H3MeHWIa
¢dopMy, nokasanoch ci1abo ocBelIEHHOe oTBepcTHe. YEPHBIi
KOT MpBITHY K 3TOM ABEpPH, Mep 3a HUM.

BHyTpH Kopa6asa Tupo ¢ ynoBOJIBCTBHEM NOTSHYJCS. Msr-
Kas YTpPYTOCTb II0Jla, 3HAKOMOE 3eJIECHOBAaTOE OCBeLIEHHUe
PaJoBaio IIa3: MHOTAA IPKOE COJIHLIE 3TOM IUIaHEThl ObIBaEeT
oyeHb HenpusATHO. OH mnpoui€ncss Nno HeGOJNbIIOH KaloTe,
TNIPUHIOXUBAsICb, TIPOBEpsisi, He ObUIO U B HUX MaJICHbKOM
Kopabiie HeXeJlaTeIbHBIX I'OCTE.

BHyTpeHHSsIS TOBEpXHOCTh KOCMMYECKOH LILUTIONKHM ObLla
OOHTa TOJICTOM MSATKOM TKAHBIO M UMEJIa pEMHH, YTOOBI KO’OT
MOT 3aKpenuTbcs NMpM cTrapte. ECNU 3aHATH NMOJOXEHHUE IMH-
JIOTa, TO XOPOLIO BHAHA MaHeNb YIPaRIEHHUSA C TOPSIIMMU
OTOHBKAMM, a HIDKE pSIbl pHIYaXKOB, OTBEYAIOLIUX Ha MBICITb
Ko’oTa.

Ho onguH — uLeHTpaibHBII — OTOHEK Ha JAOCKE He ropel,
KaK npoyue, poBHO. OH OBICTPO MMral 3eJI€HBIM CBETOM.
B3rnsiHyB Ha Hero, Tupo 3acteul. IIpuka3 sABUTBECS Ha 6a3o-
Bblii Kopabnp! XBoCT ero HnEpHyJcs: Heobxoauma ObLIa
6BICTPOTA M OCTOPOXHOCTb. Mep yXe Jiersia Ha ToJ M NpH-
Kpelnwia peMeHb, IPUTOTOBUBLUKCH pacciabUTbCs, OCTaBIISAS
NMWIOTUPOBAaHHE LIUTIONKH Ha 3TOT pa3 eMy.
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Tupo 3aHs MO3MUMIO NMWIOTa, BHUMAaTEeNbHO INISASA Ha
nocky. Hukakux npu3HakoB NMPHUCYTCTBHA NMOOIHU30CTH JIIO-
ngeiti. OH oTdan MBICIEHHYIO KOMaHIy Ha CTapT.

U He ycrien nepeBecTH AbIXaHHE, KAK OHHU YXe MOAHSUTHCD;
CKOpPOCTb NMOABEMA MpHXala MX K MATKoi obuske. Tupo
NMpOAODKAJl CJIEOUTh 3a KOHTPOJIbHOM maHenblo. [lomHsB-
LIKCh, OHH CTaJH AOCTYIIHBI M1 HabGmiogaTenei, HX MOXET
3ace4yb pagap Jofei. 1o, KOHEYHO, He O3Hayaer GoJIbLIoH
OMAacHOCTH, NOTOMY YTO MX MaJleHbKasl LIUTIONKA NMEePEeroOHUT
J1I000# yeoBeYecKHii Kopabiyib, HO BCE Xe JIy4llie OCTaBaThCs
He3aMEYCHHBIMH.

Tupo He ObL1 yBepeH, YTO OHHM YLLIH He3aMETHO, IoOKa
LIUTIONKA He TMOJHIACh BhIllle YPOBHSA PEaKTHBHBIX CaMOJIE-
ToB. Mep JNeXxaja C 3aKkpbIThIMH Ia3aMH. HanydyeHue eé
MO3Ta CBUAETEILCTBOBAJIO O TOM, YTO OHA, 10 OOBIKHOBEHHIO
KO’OTOB, ClaJia, NOTOMY YTO OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a MOJIET MOJI-
HOCTBIO JieXajla Ha HEM.

BbizoB Ha 6a30BbIif KOpabnb — Oesio Benuvaiillieil Bax-
HocTH. XBocT Tupo 4yrh néprancsi: B co3HaHMH Twupo
BCIUTHIBAJIH BCE MHOTOYHCJICHHBbIE Ype3BblYaiiHble IIPOMC-
LIECTBHsI, KOTOPblEe MOIVIM TIpPUBECTH K 3TOMY BbI3OBY. XOTd,
KOHEYHO, He ObUIO CMBICJA TpaTUThb BpeMs Ha JOraaKM.
CKopo Bc€ CTaHeT SICHO.

Mbeicnu ero nepeuuty X JIxuMy. Tupo moaymain, yro Obl
CKa3aJl MAIbYHK, €CJIM Obl y3Hajl, KTO OH TaKoil Ha caMOM
nene. IloBepuT NM Manp4MK B pa3yMHbIX Ko’otoB? Jlioau
00BIMHO NMPEATNOYUTAIOT He 3aMevyaTh TO, YTO HE COBMAJAET C
ux MHeHHeM. Unu cMesarbcs Ham 3TuM. Isi HMX KO’OT M
06bIYHasi KOLIKA — OJHO H TO Xe. MBIC/Ib O TOM, YTO CTOJIb
HEIIOXOXMI Ha HUX BHMJ BJIaJicET KOCMOCOM TBHICSAYH HX JIET,
YTO OH OTKPBbUI MX HE3HAYMTEJIbHYIO IUIAaHETy, KOraa JIOAHU
el€ XWIM B Mellepax, Takas MbICAb 3aTPOHET TIOpIOCTb
Jiofei, ¥ OHM NOCTapaloTCs 3aKpPhITh CO3HAHHUE, NPEACTABUTD
3Ty MBIC/Ib KaK HEYTO COBEPLICHHO HEBEPOSTHOE.

Kax oH HeaasHo roBopun Mep, He Bcerna 6bu1o Tak. Tupo
MOMHWI HCTOpHYECKHUE JIeHTHI. ZKapkasi OKpyXE€HHasl IyCcThl-
HsIMH 3eMJIS1 32 MOpeM (Terepb JIIOOU Ha3bIBaloT e€ Erunrom),
TAc KO’OTHl U JIOAM BCTPEYaJMChb KaK YeCTHbie M paBHbIe
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apy3bs. Ho ero Hapoa oka3ajicsi CIMIIKOM JOBEPYHUB, CJMII-
KOM J10BEpsU1 CIIOCOGHOCTSIM JII0AEH MBICJIUTD JIOTUYECKH, HE
MoAaBasich 3MOLHUAM.

M ckosb MHOIMM M3 ero Hapoja TOria NMOHpaBWIach 3Ta
IUIaHEeTa, OHU XWIH 3[eCh, PaCTWIH JeTei. A NMOTOM, Koria
MOYTH BCIO 3¢MJTIO OXBaTIIa BOMHA, KO’OThbl OKA3aJIMCh 3aXBa-
YeHBbI yXacoOM, CTpaxoM M cMepThio. M Toraa cpean caMux
KO’OTOB MHEHHUS pa3leIWIHCD.

HexkoTropsle ynerenu, noceJwinch Ha APYTHX IUIAHETaX W
XWid B Mupe. OHM CYMUTAIH, YTO UCTHHHASA JIOTHKA YTBED-
XIaeT: KOHTAKT C 3TOH IUVTAaHETOH HEBO3MOXEH, a TeX POANYEH,
YTO Ha He# OCTAJIMCh, HYXHO 3a0bITh. M Kakoe-To BpeMs 310
MHEHHE TOCIOACTBOBAJIO.

Ho y K0’0TOB Bcerna coxpaHsiach CIOCOGHOCTb K MOMC-
KaM HOBOTO — TOXaJlyil, eIMHCTBEHHas YepTa, oOllas y HUX
c moabMHu. [lo3xe Ko’OTbl CHOBa paclpOCTPaHWINCh B 3TOH
YacTH TIAKTHKH, ¥ NMOGeAWI0 Apyroe MHEHHE.

YenmoBek ObICTPO HAET K CAMOYHMYTOXEHMIO. OH MoXeT
CKOpPO COBCEM HMCYE3HYTh — B SIPOCTHOM BCIUIECKE 3MOLIHUI,
WIM OTPaBUT coOcTBeHHBI MHp. Ho Ha miaHere Bc€ ewlé
XXKHMBYT MX POOUYH, YACTUYHO NnopaboluéHHble. U uccnenona-
TeJIM KO’OTOB COCTaBWIM IUIaH. Te poaMyHM, KOTOpble He
CJIMIIKOM M3MEHWIHCH U CIIOCOOHBI BOCTIPMHHUMATh MBICJICH -
Hble MPHU3bIBbI KO’OTOB, JOJDKHBI OBITH BbIB€3eHBL. OHH BHECYT
HOBYIO 3HEPTHYHYIO CTPYIO B IpeBHHH poa ko’oToB. Jonrue
roabl U3rHaHUs BBIPAGOTAIH Y HMX OCOGEHHOCTHM, KOTOPBIX
HbIHE HET Yy YUCTOKPOBHBIX KO’0TOB. I Temeps TonbKO cTa-
peiiiine Ha 6a30BOM Kopabje — YHUCTOKPOBHBIE KO’OTHI. A
caM THpo U Apyrye pa3BeqYMKH 00J1aialOT U3PAOHOM doJeit
YyXKIOH HacJeJCTBEHHOCTH. DTO HEOOXOAMMO MJisl 3KCIepH-
MEHTa.

Ho Bpemst 3kcniepuMeHTa NOAXOAUT K KoHUy. Tupo gora-
OBIBAJICSI, KAKUMHU JOJLDKHBI OBITb HOBOCTH, €CJIM 3BaKyaLlMs
JEeHCTBUTENbHO Hayasach. CKONMBKO €lI€ BPpEMEHH TNPOMIET,
MpexXAe YeM 4YeJIoBeK MOMbITaeTCA YHUUTOXUTD CBOIO TUIaHe-
ty? Mecsupl, Henenu, MoxeT, AHu? HaBepHoe, yxe ceroaHg
OHH 00 3TOM Y3HAIOT.
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4. Ilocnednuu npukxa3s

Kopa6b-pa3BeJuHK aKKYpaTHO BITMCAJICS B LIUTIO3 HA BHElll-
HeM o6ofe GosplIoro 6a3oBoro Kopabins. Ycibllap 3BOHOK,
O3HAYalOMH, YTO NONET OKOoHYeH, Tupo u Mep ocBoGonn-
JINCh OT peMHEH M NepelUId B OCHOBHOM Kopabib. Toporumso
NMpoGexXaB MO Y3KOMY KOPHIOpPY, OHH OKA3aJIUCh B 0OJIbIIOH
BHYTPEHHEH KaloTe.

OG6bIYHasE caMOYBepeHHOCTh THpo cierka yesuia. Benb
31ech OH BOBce He cTapeiluii ko’or. HampoTuB, oquH M3
MOJIOJBIX WICHOB 3KMNaXa, U eMy He MoJjiaraercsi ocbulaTh
MBbICJIEHHblE CHTHQJIbl, €CIM €ro He MNpHITIacAT K Oecene.
BMecte ¢ Mep OH ces y CTEHbl M NPUIOTOBWICS CJyLIATh.

Ha Markmx noayuikax B LEHTpe NMOMELICHHS JieXaJia npej-
BooMTeNbHULA AHa. A panoM ¢ Heil — Pnean. Ycbl Tupo
BCTAIM AbIOOM, Koraa oH yBuaen Preau — crapeillero U3
crapeiiunx. ®nead M3 BceX 3HAKOMBIX THPO HaXOAMTCH
Onixe BceX K UACAIbBHOMY KO’OTY.

IllepcTh y HEro He XEnTasi U He pbLXasi, a CKOpee CMech
TOro M apyroro. Jlaxe B 3¢JICHOBAaTOM OCBELIEHHHU KOpabiis
OHa CBEpKaeT, CJIOBHO KaXIblii BOJIOCOK BHIKOBAH M3 Aparo-
LIECHHOIo MeTaUla. bonblliMe ra3a NMpOH3UTENbHO 3€JIEHOTO
uBera. OH KpyINHee BCceX OCTAILHBIX CaMIIOB; XBOCT €ro
BeJIMYECTBEHHO OOBHWBaeT Kpas NOAYLIKH, KaK 3HaMsl, U OH
MOXET B JII00O MOMEHT NMOAHATH €ro, NMpHU3bIBasi K JeHCT-
BHSIM.

AHa Jnexana, ycTpouBuIMch mnoynoOHee. Illepcth y Heé
cepebpHUcTO-cepasi, Ila3a TOXe 3eJIEHBIE, YTO CBOMCTBEHHO
BCeEM KO’0TaM 6yaropofiHoii kpoBH. OHa ocMaTpHBajla CO-
GpaBuIMXxcs, 3aMeyast OyKBaJIbHO Bc€ BOKpPYT. THpo ObL1 pan,
9TO OHHU ¢ Mep npHULUIM He MocaeHUMM. 3aTauB JbIXaHUeE,
BOLIUTH ellU€ ABa pa3BeAYHKa M CEJIM pPSAAOM C HHUMH.

«[Io6po moxajyioBaTh, — MNocjajla AHa MbICJIEHHOEe MpH-
BETCTBHE, KaK MNoJobaeT crapedlleMy IO OTHOLUEHHUIO K
MiaaguuM. — PaGoTta MaET Xopollo, HO €€ HYXHO YCKOPMTbD.
IMocaymaitre ®nenmn u y3Haiite, oyeMy».

«OcTtaioch COBCEM HEMHOIO BPEMEHH, OpaTbsi U CECTpHI,
— KpyIiible HeMuraoluue rma3a ®neau oGOLUIH BcexX; H Ha
KaXJOM OH 3aJepXuBaj B3rsaa. — Jlioou OBHXyTcsl K caMo-
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YHHYTOXEHHIO OLICTpee, YeM Mbl HazlesuThuch. I cOOCTBEHHBI-
MM YILIAaMM CJbILIAJ, KaK OHHM IUIAHUPYIOT HEOXHAaHHOE
HamaJeHHe Ha Ipyrux moaeii. TakoBsl 3TM moau! YBuaes
Opyr Opyra, OHM Ha4YMHAlOT BOpYaTb M BBITYCKAIOT KOITH.
YeM ObICTpee HMCYE3HYT OHH U3 BPEMEHHM U TNPOCTPAHCTBA,
TEM Jydllle IS OCTalbHBIX opM XU3HH. Ho HaM HyxXHO
BBINOJIHNTh HAly 3aJayy. AHa rocjajia JaJbHHM CHUTHal H
noiayyuna oTBeT. lecarb Kopabneil B NyTH, OHH YyXe B
npenenax 3Toil cucteMbl. Haum 3a6bIThie OpaTbsd M CECTpHI
JOJDKHBI OBITH TOTOBBI K OTNETY. Y1 MOCKOJIBKY Aaxe AecsATb
Kopabneit — oYeHb MaJlo, Hallli OpaTbsd M CECTPHI B MNOJIETE
6ynyr cnatb. UM He morpebyeTcsi mMUTaHME M OHH 3aMMYT
O4YeHb HEMHOTO MECTA, NMOKa Haxoasitcs B KocMoce. Ho maxe
NMpH TaKMX YCJIOBHSX S He 3HAI0, CKOJIBKO MBI CMOXEM
BBLIBE3TH».

AHa uIeBeJbHYJIach. «Mbl JOJDKHBI B3SiIThb BCEX, KTO OTBE-
TUT HAa Halll NPHU3bIB!»

MBbIC/Ib €€ TIpOU3BeNa BleYaTJeHHE yJapa BbIITYyLUEHHBIMH
KOITAMH. «OHM — HauM poandu. HeyXenu MbI OCTaBHM HX,
M OHHU OymyT cTpagaTb OT TOro, 4TO HeJaloT JIoaH?»

Mep cnenwna 3a AHOM, CKphiBass COOCTBEHHBLIE MBICIIH.
Heyxenu Bce mionm Tak 31mbl, KaK e€ yuwin? Hekoropsix
MOJIOABIX BIIOJIHE MOXHO CYMTaTh Oe3BpeNHLIMH, AaXe He-
MHOTO JOCTOMHBIMHU AoBepus. BeyepoM D nonenwnach ¢
Mep cynoM, XoTsI KO’OllIKa 3HaJIa, YTO A€BOYKA O4YE€Hb I0JIof-
Ha M MOIJIa CbeCThb BCE caMa. A B JaJIEKOM MpPOLUIOM pa3Be
JIOOM ¥ KO’OThl He XaUIH B MHpe? Heyxenu Hesb3st XoTa 6b1
Jy4YlIMX M3 Joae# MpeaynpeAnTb O HalaBUTalolleiica Oene?

HeoxmnaHHO coOGCTBeHHbIE MBICJIM BBI3BAJIH B HEH yXac.
Ko’oT He MoXeT AoBepsAThb 4YeJoBeKy. JIionM Moryr ObITh
HMHTEPECHBIMM, aXe NMPUATHBIMH B IOHOCTH, HO KOTAa Bbl-
pacTaloT... JlocTaToyHO NpOCMOTpPETh 3allMCH, TIOCMOTPETD,
BO YTO OHHM NpPEBPaTWIH COOCTBEHHYIO IUIAHETY, YTOOBI NO-
HSATb, KAKOBBI OHH Ha caMoM Jejie. OHa NOJDKHA CeIMTh 3a
co6oii, Bceraa NMpUAEPXHUBATLCA MCTHHHOM JIOTHKH KO’OTOB.

KoHuuk xBocta THpo n€pHyscA. 3HAYHT, KOHEI] YeJIoBe-
4YecTBY NPHIET gaxe ObicTpee, YeM OHH pacCYHMTHIBAIH. OH
3HaeT cooOlleHMUs, BHIEJ JIEHTbI, NPHHECEHHBIE IPYTMMH
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pa3BeaYMKaMH. JII00M MOCTPOWIH OTPOMHEIE MAIIMHBI CMEP-
TH H TOTOBBI MYCTUTh HMX B XoA. MoXeT, Kakue-TO H3 HX
ropoJloB MCYE3HYT B OTHEHHOM jdoxae. Unm ewé xyxe:
pOAWYH TIOTMOHYT OT siIa B Bo3ayxe. B yenoBeke ecTh YTO-TO
IHKOe — eCTb OHO M B NMOJYpoAHYaX; YeJIOBEK HUKOrIa He
YAOBRJIETBOPSIETCSI NOCTHTHYTHIM, XO04eT BCE OTOOpaTh y ApY-
IHX, XO4YeT 3aCTAaBMTb APYTHX CIYXHTb cebe, KaK MalIWHbI
cayxaT xo’oTaM. Ho xo’oThI npaBAT MalllHHAMH, a HE CBOU-
MU pOAUYAMH.

"YacTeio co3HaHHs THpo ciaylan M 3allOMHHal HHCTPYK-
MM NpPeABOAUTENLHHULIBI AHBI O TOM, KaK OBICTpee CO3bIBaTh
H TPaHCTIOPTHPOBATh Noaypoauyeil. OH cabiliai, kak Pnequ
ewl€ OBaXabl NMpeAyNpeawl, YTO BPeMEHH OCTAeTCsi COBCEM
Masio. Hy, oHM ¢ Mep ycTaHOBST CHTHaJI, KAK TOJILKO BEPHYT-
cs K CBOeH CTAaHUHH. H Bce NOJYpOAHYH, B KOTOPBIX OCTAJIOCh
XOTb HEMHOIO OT MCTHMHHBIX KO’OTOB, YCJBILIAT M TPMUAYT.
OHM CMOTYT NepeBe3TH MHOTHX Ha LIUTIONKE, a KOoraa NMpUayT
OCTaJIbHble KOpabJIy...

JxuM. Tupo He NMOHMMAaJI, MOYEMY BAPYT B €10 CO3HAHHH
BCIUIbLT oOpa3 JIxmMa. Manbuuk — Bcero JIMIIb YeJIOBEK,
THpo HMCNONB30BaJ €ro, YTOObl MPHKPHITh MCTMHHYIO CYII-
HOCTb CBO€H MHCCHHM. XXMM — 3TO KI04Y, C TNOMOLIBIO
KoToporo THpO NPOHMK B OIMH K3 JOMOB B LIEHTpe ropoaa U
yXe OTTyJa CMOT yCIelIHO AeicTBoBaTh. [loKoNeHus moaeit
HCIOJIb30BAIM KOLUEK M APYTHX XHBOTHEIX C TOpa3o MeHee
«4eJIOBEYHBIMM» LICJISIMH.

Ho noyeMy-To K0’0Ty ObUI0 HeloBKO. OH BCIIOMHMI, KaK
nanbubl IXXKMMa dYelwlyT y- Hero 3a ylIaMH, KaK MaJIb4UK
pasroBapuBaeT ¢ HUM. KoHeyHo, OGBIYHBIH 4YeNoBedYeCKUik
B3AOp, Bpole TOro, Kak KpacuB THpo M ToMy noaoGHoe.
MoxeT, eciM 4eNnoBeK €Il MOJIOA...

THpPO HEOXMIAHHO NMOHSAJ, YTO NpeABOAMTENbHHLIA AHA
pasmsaabiBaeT ero. U nogymai, a He cjiajl JIM OH ceifyac CBOM
MbIcH OTKphITO. Kak rymno! OHa cMOTpesla Ha Hero o4eHb
BHHMATEJIbHO, U OH OLIYLIaJ, KaK €€ HIylias MBIC]b ITPOHU-
KaeT B ero Mo3r. JlokHo ObITh, OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA IIH
Jorajanach, YTo OH OTBIEKcS. Pa3BequnKy He monaraeTcsi Tak
ce6s1 BectTd! OH He KOTEHOK.

Ho BoT mpenBoauTenbHHMLA AHa BHITPAMMIACH BO BECh
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CBOM pocT — oHa He Huxe Pnenn, u e€ cepedpHUcTO-cepas
LIKypa OTTEHsUIa €Tro SIPKO-30JIOTUCTYIO.

«KaxoB IlepBrlii 3akoH pa3Bemuuka?» — MO3T €€ mocjan
BOMPOC C SIPOCTHIO, KAK XBOCT MOXET XJIECTHYTh B THEBE.

Crylnaolmde Ko’oThl 3allleBeMINCh. THpO oLyl HMX
yaMBJIeHHe. AHA He Xnana orBeTa. [IouTH cpa3y 3a BOpocoM
oHa caMa npounTHpoBaia Ilepssrii 3akoH: «Ko’oT ecTb KO OT,
OH He CTAHOBUTCSA OJIM30K HH C K€M, KPOME TeX, KTO TIPHUHA -
JIEXHUT €ro KpOBM».

Konyuk xBocta Tupo népHyncsa. CIMIIKOM TOYHBII OTBET
Ha ero pa3MbILJICHUsI HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHU# Ha3zan. Kakum-
TO 00pa3oM... KaKUM-TO obOpa3oM AHa goraganack! U Tyt xe
Tupo novyyBcTBOBaJ, Kak €p3aeT Mep. OHa H3JTyyana TakK, KaKk
KOTE€HOK, MOMMaHHEBIH 32 KAKHM-TO HEJIOTHYHBIM NeHCTBHEM.
Mep? MoxeTt, AHa Ha caMOM [ieJie CMOTpeJia HE Ha Hero, a
Ha ero cnyrHully? OH Xe mnpenynpexnan Mep; Kkorga oHM
OCTaHYTCS HacIMHE, OH TBEPAO BBICKAXET €H, K YeMy MOIyT
NMPHUBECTH MOAOOHbBIE IIYNOCTH.

«[loMHHMTE, — MpOomODKaNna AHa, — JIIOASIM HeJb3s JOBe-
pPSTh. DTO He Te JIIOAM, YTO TNPHUBETCTBOBAJIM HAC Ha 3TOH
mwiaHete. IS HMX Mbl MEHBIUIHE CYLIECTBA, C KOTOPHIMH
MOXHO NOMUIPaTh H BLIOPOCHTE, KOTAAa HagoecT. MexXny HaMH
HeT poacTBa. M mycTbh HUKaKHe IUIyTible YyBCTBA K HUM Bac He
3aAeHyT. EcliM OHHM yHHYTOXAT CBOH MMp, TO CHEJAIOT 3TO
CO3HaTe/IbHO, TIOTOMY YTO B cepauax Mx 3jo. To, 4ro Xa€T
HX, BbIPOCJIO U3 CEMEHH, MOCAXEHHOIO HMH X€; MBI B 3TOM
He ydacTByeM. [JaBHBIM-IaBHO HalllM NPEeABOAUTENIH AOITYC-
TWIHN OLIMOKY, KOTAa NPHULLIM B 3TOT MHP; OHH CYUTAJIH, YTO
JIIOAM MOTYT OBITh HalUMMH APY3bsIMH, YTO OHM PaBHBI HaM.
W npeaBoouTeNM HalLIH cpelM NIOAEH TAKMX, KOO MOXHO
ObUIO HaydyUTb BOCNPMHHUMaTb MbiciH. Ho mionn ysHaBain
BCE OoJibllle, M pocjia HX FOpAOCTbh H XagHOCTb. X mpenso-
JUTEIN He TOBOPWIH MM, YTO 4eJIOBEK — BCETO JIMLIb OfHA U3
pa3syMHbIX GOpPM XHU3HH, YTO HYXHO HayYHUThCS XUTh BMECTe
Ha MaJICHbKOH TUIaHeTe, Hay4YUThCS ACIUTh €€ U XUTh B MUpE.
Her, ux nonHble ropaoctv npaBUTENM 3asBISUIH, YTO BCS
IUIaHeTa M BCE, YTO Ha HeW, NMPUHAIJIEXHWT ONHUM TOJIBKO
JIoAsIM, U OHH MOTYT NMOCTYNaTh, KAK UM B3nyMaetcsi. Moryr
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IO CBOEI BoJie HECTH CMEPTh, JaXe CBOMM poandaM. Tak oHH
XWIH U Tenepb OHU JOJDKHBI YMEDPETD».

D10 mpaBna, cornacwicd Tupo. Bce ko’oThl 3HawT 3Ty
npaBay. [locTynku noneit OoTBpaTUTEIBHBI M B KOHLIE KOHLIOB
MPHUBEAYT K MX YHHYTOXEHHUIO. THpO cliblilla, YTO BCE MOCHI-
JIAI0T MBICIH-COIIACHS.

Ho 1yt BMemancs ®Pnegn. Jliomm — He Haule nedo.
JlymaiiTe, KO’OThI, TOJILKO O HallMX poAnyax. Tereps Bo3Bpa-
LaiiTech Ha MecTa M yCTAaHABRJIMBaiiTe CUTHaIbl. BpeMeHu y
Hac MaJjio, ¥ 3TO Ballla NMpsiMasi 06A3aHHOCTDL».

* * *

Mep Momyana, yCTpanBasich B peMHSIX. THPO MOBEJ LLTION-
Ky Ha3an. Ot 6a30Boro Kopabisi BeepoM pasjieTAIMCh ApYTHE
pa3BeTYMKH, BCe 10 CBOMM paioHaM. THpO yCTaHOBWI Kypc
M CJIEIWI, YTOObl UX NMpH3EeMICHHE He OOHApyXWIH.

«DTa yenoBeyeckasi BOMHA yXacHa».

Mep yauMBHIa ero CBOMM HEOXHIAHHBIM 3asiBJICHUEM.

«Ts1 BHAena 3anucH. JloAH NMOCTOSHHO M300pETAIOT BCE
foJiee CTpalIHOE OpYXHE».

«Ho Beab ecThb U Takue JIOAH, KOTOpPblE BBICTYTAIOT MpO-
THB 3TOTO OPYXHSl, NbITAIOTCS OCTAHOBHUTb BOMHBI. DTO TOXE
€CTh B 3aITHCSIX».

«O4yeHb HeMHorue. M TNMpoTUB HUX Bce OCTaIbHblE, —
HanoMHWI et Tupo».

«Xanp. Bcé-Takm B HHX ecTh 4TO-TO Xopouiee. C HUMM
MOXHO AoroBopuThcsi. KOHe4HO, OHH HHXE KO’OTOB —
MOXeET, TIOTOMY YTO He€ YMEIOT MochUIaTh MBICIM. Ecnu 6b1
OHH XOTb HHOTJ2 MOIJIH COEIHHATLCSA MBICJIEHHO, KAK COEeIN-
HsieMcsl MBI, HX JHKOCTb ObLIa OB MobGexaeHa. Ecnu xorma-to
OHM MOIJIM CJIBIIIATH MBICJIM, TOYeMY He MOTyT ceifgac?»

Tupo ropawicss CBOMMM HCTOPMYECKUMH ITO3HAHMSIMH.
«Kak roBopmia npeaBOAHMTENIbHUIIA AHA, TAKMX Bcerga Obuio
HeMHoro. U naxe Torma 6butH BOIiHBI M yOuiicrBa. [oBopsT,
B OHOM M3 TAKMX BOHH ObLUTH YHHYTOXEHBI AaXe XUBLIKE B
XxpaMe bacT, u mocjie 3TOro HMKTO yXe He MOT CHBILIATh
Hauru Mbicau. U mioau 3a6bU1H 00 3TOM. A MOTOM HPHMLUIH
YyXaku, KoTopsle 0 bact U He BcnoMHWIH. OHH pa3Be3H
Hallux poamdeil B JaJI€EKMe MecTa, TAe MM IpHLUIOCh JOObI-
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BaTh MHUIY, YYUTHCHA yOMBaTh, YTOOBI ecTh, — THpO B3ApoOr-
Hyn. — Hamu poamyu 3a6bIM cOOCTBEHHOE BBICOKOE
MPOMCXOXAEHHE, YTPAaTWIH CBOH CIIOCOOHOCTH, HO HHUKOTIIa
OHH He COABAJMCh Y€JIOBEKY, HMKOrJa He NMPH3HABAIU €ro
X03siHHOM. M 3TO TOoXe NMOCTaBWJIM HaM B BHHY».

«Y HEKOTOpbIX JIoAel Y caMHX HUYEro HeT», — 3aMeThia
Mep.

«/lenuTbCd — He B MX NMPHPOIE».

«39TO He Bceraa Tak. JleBodka DM JEJIMTCS CO MHOM».

Tupo nosepHyn ronosy. «CecTpa, noMHH [IepBbiii 3aKoH.
Mbl OOJDKHBI BBINOJHHTL CBOK MHccHIO. JIydllle, €clH Thl
Oosbllie He Oylellb BCTpedyaTbCs C 3THM YeJIOBEYeCKHM pe-
6EHKOMY.,

«Jlyymie ckaxm 3To cebGe, OpaT, — mocjajla OTBETHYIO
mbicib Mep. — Heyxenu manpuyuk JIXXHM TakK 3aKOCHEJN BO
37€, 4TO Thl ero HeHaBuauiub? S cirenuna 3a T060#. OH,
BO3MOXHO, HEe O4Y€Hb XOPOLll B YTEHHH MBbICJ/IEH, HO OTKya OH
3HaeT TBOE HMMsA? 3HAYUT, Thl MONLITAICS TNOCHUIATH €My
MEICJIb».

«3TO He 3amnpelleHo, — 3alyaics Tupo. — Mbl MoXxeM
HCTIONIb30BaTh 3TH CMOCOOHOCTH, 4TOOBI 3aKpenmuThbes. Ho
3TO He HACTOSIUMH NMOCHUI MBICIIH, Y HEE HET YETKOCTH».

OH ynoBwn ycMeuwlky Mep u paccepawics. CIHMILIKOM
OBICTPO OTBETHJI, CJIOBHO YCTBIAWICS TOro, KaK IPHBIEK
BHUMaHue [[xuma. Ho 310 BroIHe B HOpMe, BCSIKMIA pa3Bel-
YUK nocTynuwa 6bl Tak Xe. JlaBHO yXe YCTaHORJIEHO, YTO C
IETBMHM Jierde BCTYIIMTb B CB3b, YeM cO B3pociabiMH. KU
CTaHAAapTHOe NpaBWIO TAKOBO: KOTAAa HYXHO OCHOBaTh ba3y,
HeoOXONMMO BHayaJle CBSI3aThCSl C PEOEHKOM.

OH 3akpsU1 cBo€ co3HaHMe. Ecau Mep xodeT aypayuThcs,
mycTb. B KOHLie KOHLIOB OHM 3lech HeHagoiaro. UM namu
nociaeAHUi mpuka3. OTHBIHE Y HHX TOJIBKO OJHAa 00si3aH-
HOCTb: cO6Op M HampapJIeHHe TeX poAHYeii, KOTOpbIE YCABIILIAT
MX NMPH3BIB, 3BAKyaliUsi C MHpa, KOTOPOMY FPO3HMT rHOeb.

* * *

Ixum mpocHyncs. CTosio paHHee yTpo, a B HOTaxX €ro
KPOBAaTH He JIEXHUT CBEepHYBLIMIiCS 4€pHBIA KiIyboK. Tenepn
OH BCNIOMHWI, YyTo THpO BeyepoM He MSyKal Ha AepeBe Y
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OKHa, He MPOCHJI BIYCTHTh ero. BepHynock GecnokoiicTso,
OXBaTHMBLIEE MaJTb4MKa, KOIZa KOT HCYe3 B IepBblii pa3.
-CIMLIKOM JIETKO BCNOMMHaeTcs Pekc, M MoJHbie MalUWH
JIOPOTH, M BCE IUIOXOE€, YTO MOXET CIIYYHUThCS C HEOCTOPOXK-
HOW KoliKoii. 1 OoH He CMOr INpoCTO JieXaThb U XIaTb.

Manpuuk ToporutuBo ofaencs. K cuacrbio, ceifyac KAHHKY-
Jibl ¥ B IIKOJTY MATH He HYXHO. OTKpbIBasi ABEPb CNAJIbHHU, OH
ycabiLIaJ, KaK 3a3BOHHI TesiepOH — TPpOMKO BHM3Y M NpH-
IIyLWEHHO B cnaibHe. [loToM 3BoHOK npekpaTtwicd. JokHo
6brTh, onuH U3 [eitnoB orBetwi. Tupo!.. Her, HHKTO Tak
pPaHO He CTaHET 3BOHMTb M3-3a KoTa. M BooOlie Mano KTo
3HaeT, 4yTo y JIXuMa ecThb KoT. OH cTapajcsi yCIIOKOMTBCS,
CHYCKasiCh B KYXHIO.

OTKpBIB 3aQHIOI0 ABepPh, MaJIbYMK BbIlles. PaHHee yTpo,
MPOXJagHO, HO CKOPO CHOBa HayHETcA Xapa. Kak TaMm cnipas-
JisieTcsa Oun? DTa yXacHasi cTapas KOMHAaTa B OTBPAaTUTE/IbHOM
IOMe; TaM, OOJDKHO OBbITh, XapKo, KaK B Me4YHu. A yTo 6yzer c
Om, eciu e€ 6abyliKy BcE-Takd yBe3yT B GonbHHIY? OHa
TOBOPWIA, YTO YOEXMT, €C/IM OCTAHETCA OAHA. DJUIH MOoXoXa
Ha Mep, Ha Tupo. JIXuM He Mor cebe NpeaCcTaBUThb, YTOOBI
MOXHO ObUTIO I€BOYKY WIH KOLIEK 3aCTaBHTh AeJaTh TO, Yero
OHH HE XOTHT.

Yepes 3a60p nepenetesio YEPHOE MYIIMCTOE TeNO.

— Tupo! — B ronoce JIxvmMa npo3Byqano obsierdeHue. —
I'ne TH1 6bUI, cTApHK?

KoT noTépcsi o ero rojisie HOrM, 1 MaITLYHK OMYCTWICS H
06Hs1 ero. THPO NMO3BOJIKMJI 3TO TOJBKO HAa ONHY-IBE CEKYH-
Ibl, TOTOM PEIINTEIbHO BbICBOOOAWICSA H ABUHYJICA K IOMY,
orNsAAbIBasCh, Msy4a, NpH3bIBasi NMoToponuThesi. BceM mon-
YUHSIOUIMMCS JIOTHKE CYlIleCTBaM INopa 3aBTpaKaTh.

JIX¥M HaKOpMHJI KOTa, NMOTOM MOJIOXHMA eibl cebe. OH
peliaj, CTOMT JIM No0aBHTH ell€ 6GaHaH, Koraa TOSIBWICSA
muctep Jeiin.

— JIxuM? Xopoio, 4yTo ThI yXe Bctaa. Ckaxu Mapraper,
YTO 51 110 JOPOTe BHINbIO YalIKY Kode U MO3BOHIO, KaK TOJNILKO
Y MEHsl NOSIBATCS HOBOCTH, — OH NOMOJYAJI HENOJIO, KaK
6yaTo xoTen 4ro-To N06aBUTh. [IKMM BHHOBATO BCTAJI MEXIY
HUM ¥ Tupo. Moxer, ondaTh HAYHET HACYET «KOPMJICHHS
3TOI0 XMBOTHOrNo B AoMe». — Cnyluail, He BOJIHyHcs, —

33



mucTep Jleitn cMoTpesl Ha Hero, He Ha Kota. — Mbl Bcé
yctpouM. Ecinu Mapraper yemeT, Tl mnoeielib ¢ Hel B
Mepunenn. TeGe TaM NOHpPAaBUTCS: TaM Iopas3o Jyylle, YeM
netoM B ropone. Hy, noka...

W oH BelEN, pexae YeM [IXXMM cMOT OTBETUTh. 3HAYMT,
OHM Ha caMoM [Hene cobupaiorcsi B Mepunena. JIxum
moayMaJg O cBoeH KONWIKe HaBepXy: XBaTHT JIM Yy Hero
IIeHer, 4YToObl KYMHUTb CYMKY ISl NnepeHocku kKota? Eciu
HE XBaTHT, MOXET, TOMCKAThb OYTBHUIKM Ha mnpoaaxy. Ha
3TOT pa3 He 179 DJUIM: AeHbIH HYXHBI eMy camoMy. OH
OTJIOXWI GaHaH M Hayaj Hape3aTb xJe6. THpo OoOBIYHO MO
yrpaM cnan. Hy, nagno, JIXuM 3akpoeT ero, 4roGbl HaWTH
MOTOM, €C/IM Hajgo OymeT MOTOPOIMTHCA.

MoxeT, MO3BOHUTh B Mara3uHbl, CIIPOCHTh O LIEHE CyM-
ku? JIXKHMM XeBaJl Bc€ ObICTpee U ObicTpee, AyMasi 0 OyaylueM.

5. MoL naiioém odom...

Huyero MHTEpecHOro WIM MOJIE3BHOTO B MYcCOpe He Ha-
uwiock. JIXMM TOJIBKO Jefiall BUll, YTO paGOTaEeT: My MIOCTOSHHO
MIPUXOAWIOCH TIOATOHSATbL cebs, HO pa3MBILIUIEHUSA BCE-TaKH
ofoJieBaJii. B xonwike y Hero nsiTh AOJUIapOB: OH MPOBEPHI
nepen yxomoM. OOHaKo cyMKa I8 KOLIEK CTOMT BIBOE
JIOpoXe, eCIM OHA K TOMY Xe ell€ ocTajach B Ipoaaxe.

UM pagyeTcsl MEHCaM M ACCATUIIEHCOBHKAM, HO JIxXumy
Tenepb HYXHO GoJblie, U noosictpee. Muccuc Jleiin ckazana
MaIBYMKY TpaBAY, KOTAa CMyCTWIACh U3 CIIATbHU Tepel ero
yxoaoM U3 agoma. PaHHUIA TenedOHHBIH 3BOHOK — M3 1Taba
pe3epBUcTOB. Mucrepa Jleitna npu3Baiyu Ha BOEHHYIO CIyX-
oy. [ToroM Muccuc Hdeitn BKmoYnna paauo Ha KyXxHe, H TaM
MHOTIO rOBOPHIM O Oecnopsiakax 3a MopeM. [IXXUM HOBOCTei
MOYTH He CJyllajl, TaK €ro MOIJIOTWIAa MBICIb O TOKYTKe
CYMKH [JiS IEPEHOCKM KOllIEK.

— Tlo3BoHI0 cerogHsa Anu3aber, — Muccuc Jleitn BrIKMO-

YyWia paauo, He AOXHAasCch KOHUa nepenayu. — Hawm
cobpaTbcsi Hemoro. MoxeT, yeaeM B TOT Xe [O€Hb, YTO M
PobGeprT.

TeMm He MeHee, Kak Tenepb BCOMHHaN XXMM, OHa He
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cKa3zajia, Kakoi eHb 3To OyneT. CKOJIBKO Xe Yy HEro BpeMe-
HH? Ara — OyThUIKA M3-1ol KOKH! OH monobpan e€ u3 6aka.
Jla, uenas, eé MOXHO cAaTh — 3a HECKOJIbKO NMeHHU. CKoJb-
KO Xe TaKUX OYTBLUIOK €My HYXHO...

OH He cTai mpoJe3aTth Yepe3 3a60p Ha nmycToipb. Ha 3toT
pa3 npocTo O0OOLIEN JOCKH, OCTaBICeHHblE paboYMMH BO JBO-
pe. XuM 3Hai, yTo DJUIM OYMCTHIA Tmorped oT Bcero
NMPUTOAHOTO 111 MPOJAXH, HO OH BCE paBHO peLW1 NMOCMOT-
peThb ellé pas.

Ho eaBa ctynuB Ha JieCTHHLY, MaIb4YMK yCJIbILLIAJ 3BYK, OT
KOTOpOro cpasy 3aMep. BHadane eMy moka3ajioch, YTO 3TO
KaKoe-TO XHBOTHOE, OHO PaHEHO W 30BET Ha MOMOLLb.

OH 3aToponwics K rpyae cTapbiX JOCOK. 3BYK Kak OyaTo
JOHOCWJICSl OTTyHa.

N 06GOTHYB HOCKHM, OH HEOXMIAHHO YBHUAEN IEBOYKY.

— Bnnu! — JIxum ¢ pa3bery ocTaHOBWICS, CJIOBHO Halle-
TeJ] Ha HEBUOMMYIO CTEHY.

OHa cuaena, oOXBaTHB pPYKaMM KOJIEHKM M HaKJIOHUB
roJIoBy, TaK 4YTO JiHla He Obuto BUOAHO. Ho MMeHHO 3Bmwm
NMPOM3BOAWIA 3TH CTPaHHbIe 3ByKH! PsoM ¢ AeBouKol cuae-
na Mep U T€pnach 06 €€ pyKH rojloBoi, BpeMsi OT BpeMEHHU
no6aBiisiss COOCTBEHHOE HErpOMKOE ypyaHbe.

— B, B Y€M Jeno? — HaBepHsKa MPOM3OLUIO YTO-TO
yXacHoe. /IXXuM HHKoraa He Buaen DM Takoi. OH npoTs-
HYJl PYKY M C TPEBOTOH KOCHYJICSI I€BOYKH.

— ..yxoou! — cioBa 3ByYaJiH IMIyXO, OH HMX C TpPYIOM
pasbupan. [leBouka COrHy/ja IUIeYH, CJIOBHO XOTela YWTH
nojasnbllie OT MPUKOCHOBEHUWH — M ero, u Mep.

JomxHo 6bITh, D 3a60nena. JXXUM orisaen 3apocuinii
caj Mcye3HyBlIero aoMa. Moxet, no3Batb Muccuc Jlein? OH
YYBCTBOBaJ1 COOCTBEeHHYIO OecrniosieaHocTb. HO OH Beab HM-
Korga He roBopua [eitnam 06 Dwiu.

— Tro1 6onbHa?

[IpurnsageBlch BHUMATENbHEN, OH YBHAEJ, YTO PSAOM C
HeH JIeXUT OOJIbLLION MELIOK, NepeBsi3aHHbIH BepEBKO. [LXUM
y3Han 3ToT Melok. CTéraHoe oiesyio ¢ KpoBaTu 6abyinku!

— OU... — ronoc JIXXuMMa IPOTHYJ; OH He XOTeJ 3aja-
BaThb 3TOT BONpPOC, HO 3HaJl, YTO JO/DKEH. — DJUIM, YTO-TO
CIIyYuoch ¢ 6a0y1IKoi?
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Kak 6yaTo oH ymapwi JeBo4Ky HOXoM. OHa B3[ApOrHyna,
MOAHsJIAa roJioBy, H XXMM yBHIen BJIaXHble LIEKH, pacIyX-
LIHe OT cNE3 IMa3a.

— Babyiika ymepna, — 1akana 9. — E€ 3abpanu B
6onpuuLy... [ToTOM Bpauy... oH cka3zan Muccuc bernn, 4ro oHa
yMepia... A NMOTOM... fl... 1 NpocTo ybexana... 3abpana cBou
BelllM, — OHA MOXJIONaJa Mo MEeWKY, — U yoeXaJa... IoOToMy
YyTO 32 MHOM npuLwK! Y MeHs ecTb gowiap. Ho atoro mano,
yTOoOBl HaM ¢ Mep yexaTb. Mbl JOJDKHBI HAHTH MECTO, YTOObBI
CnpATaThCs, NMOKA s He 3apabortalo gocratoyHo. Ho 6abyu-
Ka... — pPOT y AEBOYKHM CHOBa 33JpoXaJl, H OHA 3aKOHYWIa
CBOIO HECBSI3HYIO peyb IUIadyeM. DJIMM yxBaTWiach 3a JIxumMa,
3aKpbUla I71a3a, e€ Hayaja GMTb KpyTiHasi JPOXb.

JIxuM Toxe 3akpbLi1 ya3a. CHOBa TO Xe caMoe yXacHoe
4yBCTBO, KOTOPOE€, KaK €My Ka3aJloch, OH Hayajl yXe 3a0bl-
BaTh. Kak OyATO OH CHOBa B LIKOJie, U €ro BBI3HIBAIOT H
TOBOPSAIT, YTO CJIYyYMJIIOCh C MaMOil M Mamnoi. A Tenepp 3TO
MPOM30LIUIO C DJUIN.

BHavyajle OH XOTeNn OTTOJKHYTb €€, YWTH, ybeXaTb Kak
MOXHO GbicTpee, YTO6BI He CJbILIATh, HE BCIIOMHHATh. YTO-
Ob1 DJIM 3aMoJyasa, YToObl OH caM MepecTajl AyMaTh O TOM,
OT Yero eMy TaK IUIOXO.

Ho oH He Mor Tak nmocTymuTb ¢ DwiM. OH Xe 3HaeT, YTo
WCMLITHIBAET A€eBOYKA. BMeCTO 3TOro oH cxan e€ Moyt Tak
Xe KpeInko, KaK OHa ero, a Mep KpyXwia BOKpYT HHX 00OuX,
H31aBasi HErPOMKHE MSATKHE 3BYKHM.

DU 1IeBeIbHYIaCh, BHICBOOOAWIACH, TIPOBENIa PYKOH IO
pacnyxuIdM TIjia3aM.

— becnonesno 06 3toM aymarh. Babyinka cka3ana Obi:
NMOJb3yICs 3ApaBbIM CMBICJIOM, KOTOPBIH Aan Tebe 'ocrmoas,
aesouka! I 3To u cpenalo. Haiiny Mecro, rme mbl ¢ Mep
CMOXeM CIpsATaTbCs, NOKa s1 He Habepy neHer. [loroM Mbi
yelaeM, U HMKaKasi 0JlarOTBOPUTEJIBHOCTL Hac He Haimér!

BexnunbiBasi, OHa OMIsiAENAcCh, CIOBHO XOTea NMPSAMO 3AeCh
HaliTH Takoe 6e3omnacHoe MecTto. [loToM npoTsAHyNa pyKy H
nomiaawia JOCKH.

— Iloxoxe, MoaH, KOTOpble CHECIH IOM, HE CKOPO Bep-
HyTcs. MoXeT, 1 IToKa OCTaHyCb 3[€Ch.

OHa BcTasla, pelIMTEIbHO B3AEPHYB NOAGOPOIOK, U CABH-
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HY/Ia OOHY AOCKY M3 Irpyabl. «CMOTpPH, MOXHO MX INepeaBH-
HYTh, BOT Tak, cleiatb HaBec. [loroM mnoctaBUM psitomM
JIpyrue, Bc€ OyaeT BHIIIAAETb, KaK OyATO ynajno caMo. A noj
HHUMH Sl CMOTY TIpSATATLCS».

Ona 6pu1a npasa. JIXXuUM, pagysicb BO3MOXHOCTH XOTb YTO-
TO HeJlaTh U He CJBIATH IUIa4 DJUIH, MPHHSUICS MOMOraTh.
Korga OOCKM 3aHSUIM CBOM MeECTa, JJUIM OTOLLUIA, YTOObLI
MOCMOTPETb CO CTOPOHHI.

— OueHb Aaxe IMOXOXe, YTO OHH YT caMH, — cKa3ajia
oHa. — KoHe4YHOo, TyT HUKOro He ObiBaeT, HO HUKOTAA Helb3s
6brTh YBepeHHOH. [TocMoTpHM.

BcraB Ha KOJIEHH, OHa 3abpayiach IOA HaBeC M BTAUIWIA 33
cob6oit cBoit MewioK. [foToM BHICYHyJIa TOJIOBY M CKa3aja:
«JTopoinér — moka».

— A ecnu noin€t noxns? U HoYbIO 30€Ch Y)KACHO TEMHO.

DM noxana ruieyaMu. «Eciu noiaér noxab, NoacTasiio
yalky, ¥ y MeHs1 6yneT Boga. TEMHbIE HOYM... — BOT TYT OHa
3akosiebanacy. — Y MeHs ectb Mep. [oBopsiT, KOLIKY BUAAT
B TEMHOTE, He TO 4YTO JIOAH. Mep, OHa AacT MHe 3HaThb, €CJIH
KTO-TO NpHAET. Mep, oHA XOopolUM# Apyr, — DJUIM cXBaTWia
ToUIylo cepo-6elylo KOlIKY M mpHXasa K cebe. Mep nmo3Bo-
JW1a 3To, JaXe cama MpHXanach rojoBod K MoAOGOpOAKY
O, — CKaxH, a TOT GOJBIIOI KOT He TOBOPHUT C TOOOM...
CJIOBHO Yy TeOs1 B rojioBe?»

‘MM yausuics. «FoBopur? B ronoee? Kak ato?»

OH BueNn, 4TO DIUIH cOBeplIeHHO cepbé3Ha. «Hy, kak...
Mep, oHa MOCMOTPHT Ha MeHs BHHMMATENLHO, M BIAPYT
3Halo, 0 4Y€M OHA JAyMaeT, — JJUIH ONMYyCTWIA KOLUKY H
norépna 106. — Y MeHs HMKOIZa He GbUIO KOLIKH, MOXET,
OHH Bce TakK yMelwoT. [Ipapma?»

JxuM nokavan ronoBoii. «He 3Halo». ToBopua M ¢ HUM
Tupo? U orxyna oH BooGue 3Haet umsa Tupo? IlpaBna, 3a
Takoe OOlLIeHHe MOXHO IOCYHMTAaTh TOT CJIy4Yail, Koraa oH
HCITyTasicsl 3a KOTa U TIOTOM BOPYT OTKYIa-TO y3HaJI, YTO BCE
B nopsigke ¥ Tupo 6Jaronojy4Ho BEpHETCA NOMOM.

Ho Msicin o Tupo 3acTaBWinM Majib4MKa BCIIOMHHUTH CO-
6cTBeHHble mpo6neMbl. EMy NpeacToMT mnepeceneHHe B
Mepunena, U oH XoyeT B3ATL ¢ coGoii THpo. A Teneps eweé
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... JIXUM He MOXET TaK MPOCTO YHUTH M OCTaBUTb JJUIU
MOd CTapbIMM TPSI3HBIMH OOCKaMM, XOTSI OHa U HajaeeTcs
yexaTb B KAKO€-TO MECTO, O KOTOPOM TOJILKO CJIbILIAJIa.

— Iocnyiwai, — oH mpHcen Ha KOPTOYKH pSIOM C DILIH.
— HaBepHoe, MHe ckopo npuuércs yexaTb. Jleiibl... ¢
KOTOPBIMH S XHBY... MHcTepa [leina npU3Bain B apMHUIO, a
MuccHc [lein roBopuT, 4to moeaeT B MepwieHO K cBoeH
cecTpe, U s noedy c Heil.

MaJseHbKoe JHYHKO DJUIH OCTABaJIoCh paBHOAYIIHBIM. «He
bGecrnokoiica 000 MHe! — 3asgBWIa OHA, CJIOBHO MOTJIa YUTATh
MbIcIM JIXHMMa, KaK M MbIcid Mep. — S cama cripamiiocs!
Mzl ¢ Mep cnpaBuMcs!»

— Her, — pemmrensHo orBeTwn JIXuM. — OTKyna Thi
3Haellb, YTO 3aBTpPa clofa He NPUAET Oyabao3ep M He pa3He-
c€T TyT BcE€? IIpUEMHBIN peOEHOK — 3TO COBCEM HE TaK yX
mioxo, M. OHM H0Opbl KO MHE, — MaIbYMK BBIHYXIEH
ObLT MpU3HATB, YTO [leisibl AeHCTBUTENBHO AOOPHI K HEMY.

Ho Onnu nmoxkayana rojioBoi. «f He Oyay cBSI3LIBATLCS C
61aroTBOPUTENILHOCTBIO, HeT. OHM He BO3bMYT Mep...»

Kolika cuaena nepen DJUIM, TNepeBois B3MIsA C He€ Ha
JIxxuMa U obpaTHO, CJIOBHO NMOHHMMAaJja Kaxaoe HX cjioBo. U
J>XUM Ha caMOM JieJie UCIBITA KaKoe-TO CTpaHHoe Oecro-
Ko#cTtBo. Kak n roBopnia 3JuH, 4TO-TO 3allieBEJIWIOCH B €ro
co3HaHuM. OH 3Hal, YTO BhIGOp DJUTH HEpa3yMeH, HO B TO Xe
BpeMsl KaKasi-TO 4acTh yTBEpXAaila, 4YTo DJUIM Nnpapa.

— A 1ebe npuHecy noectb. Thl 3aBTpakana? — crnpocui
OH, cTapasicb OTOTHaTb TPEBOXHbIE MBICIIH.

— Miuccuc bernu nana MHe HeMHoro xjie6a, — TNpH3Ha-
Jach AeBoyka. — S BooOllle He Mornia eCTh...

— Tlomoxau, ceiyac yBuauub! — JIxuMy nerde Obulo
NeHcTBOBaTh, YeM pa3roBapMBaTb. OH TOpPOIUIMBO TNpPOTHC-
HyJlcsl B AbIpY B orpajie M nobexan Ha KyxHio. U3 nmoma
IOoHOocHJIcA royioc Muccuc Jlein: oHa pasroBapHBaa 1o Tele-
¢doHy. IxuM noHazesvicsl, YTO OHA HE CKOPO 3aKOHYHT.
ManpuHK B3s1 XJ1€6, HaMas3aJl IOMOTb TOJICTBIM CJIOEM apaxH-
COBOIO Macja, MOTOM CBEPXY TOJIOXHWI HECKOJIBKO JIOXEK
mxema. Ha nonke cTosiio HeCKOMIbKO OyTBUIOK C KOKOi, OH
B3s1 onHy. [loroM Hachbimas B MeWIOK AJi COHABHMYECH TIie-
yeHbs. [TonyMan u o Mep, HanoJTHUB BTOPOii MELIOYEK CyXOii

38



Kolaubei nmuiuei. M Bc€ BpeMs OH NPUCIYILIMBAICS K IMoJIocy
muccuc Jlein. KoHeyHo, eMy pa3pellajioch MHOTAA NepexBa-
THTb C3HABHY-IPYTOM, cobI0Nas €eIMHCTBEHHOE NPaBIWIO: OH
JOJDKeH yOupath 3a co6oi. Ilo3ToMy OH BBIMBUT HOX H
JIOXKY, BBITEp MX M BbIOEXaJl C TpHIIacaMH B MOTEPTOM
MOJIM3TWIEHOBOH CYMKe.

Koraa /IxxuM cHoBa nmpoOupaics 3a orpany, npsiMo nepen
HHM Tylla NpocKoab3Hya Tupo. /IXXuM mo3Ban KoTa, HO TOT
yXe HMcYe3 B TYCTBIX 3apocCjiaX IO IOPYIyi0o CTpoHy. JxuMm
HanpaBWICS K HaBecy M TNepeaayl MelIoK DJUIH.

— Bcé€, 4rTo s cMor AocTaTh. BeyepoM momnpobyio eme, —
noo6ewasn oH.

DM ocMoTpeia puHecEéHHoe. «[lapeHb, Thl He Xaneelib
HOXa, Koraa pexelib xi1e6! BKycHO, KaK LBITUIEHOK B Tropli-
Ke! — B OJIHO¥ pyKe OHa JepXajla CAHABHUY, APYTOil OCTOPOXHO
OTKphIBaJla MEUIOK C KolllaubeH mnuuueid. — Mep, Kyna oHa
ucuedna? Benb Obula Xe 3mech MMHYTY Ha3zan. Hy Huuero,
MOECT, KOTAa BEPHETCS».

DM ena COHABUYH, a JIXKMM HaJIWJI KOKH B KPbILIEYKY OT
6yTBUTIKM, YTOOBI OHA CMOIJIa 3aITHBATh.

— BkycHo! — Dmu nmpomioTwia oba c3HABUYA, HO Te-
YeHbe CHOBA cIpsATaja. — Bbl o4eHb Xopolo eaute. 1 gaBHO
TaKorIo He eja...

— A 1ebGe ew€ npuHecy, — noobGewan Ixum. OH mo-
MpeXHEMY CYMTaJ, YTO IUIaHbl DJUIH HEOCYLIECTBUMBI, HO
3HaJl, YTO HEe MOXET CMOPUTH ¢ Helo. HaBepHoe, napa Ho4eil
3€Ch, WIM aXe OHA HOYb MOKAXYT NEBYOHKE, YTO OHA HE
MOXET XMTh caMa Io cebe, KaK Obl €if TOro HU XOTeNoCh.

* * *

Tupo Habnionan 3a IeTbMHM M3 YKPHITHA — TIyCTO pa3poc-
LUIMXCSA KYCTOB.

«CMoTpH, — cKa3zal oH cBoeill ciyTHHLe. — C peGEHKOM
6yzner BC€ B mopsiike, MaJbYMK MO3aBGOTHTCS O HEM».

«Tbl KacaJicsl ero CO3HaHHS CETrodHs YyTPoM?» — CIpocuia
Mep.

«Emié Her».

«Torma Tel He 3Haewb. Manbuyuk yesxaer. Jlonm, ¢ KoTo-
PLIMM OH XHUBET, MEHSIOT CBOE€ JIoroBo. OH HaMepeH B3SITb
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Tebs1 ¢ coboif, moToMy YTO GOMTCA 32 TBOIO Y4acTb, €CIIM Thl
OCTaHeUIbCs 30eCh ONHH».

Tupo B3aporHyn. «3a Moo ydacts? Ho...»

«310 MBI ¢ TO6OI 3HaeM, YTO NMPHYMH 11 GecnokoNcTBa
HeT. Ho Manbumk-T1O He 3HaeT. OH BHOMT B Tebe XMBOTHOE
6e3 joroBa, AyMaeT, 4To TeOsi MOMMAIOT JIIOAM, KOTOpbIE
yoMBaloT XUBOTHLIX. OH o4eHb GOUTCA 3a Tebs'»

«5] ero He MoolUPsANT B 3TOM», — YTPIOMO OTBeTWI THpo.

«MoxeT, u HeT, 6paT. Ho THI noHpaBWiIcs Mab4uKy. Ecin
ObI OH He OBUT YEJIOBEKOM, s1 OBl CKa3ajla, YTO OH NpeTeHAyeT
Ha IpyXOy».

«A neBouka?» — Bospa3wn Tupo, He Xejasi OBEPUTHL B
cioBa Mep.

«OHa npeTeHAyeT Ha POACTBO CO MHOM».

«Ho ThI Xe He MoXellb...» — Hadan o6bu1o Tupo, 1 Mep
ycTpeMWIa Ha Hero B3Il CBOMX CHHHUX m1a3. U B 3Tom
B3r/side ObUIO BhIpaXeHMe, YOIWBHMBLIEE M IOTPSACIIEE €ro.

«TBl YCTAHOBWI CHTHaN?» — OHA pe3KO CMEHWIA TeMy, U
OH BbIHYXZI€H OBbUI ciesaTh TO Xe. '

«Jla, BCEé roToBO IJiIi HECKOJBKMX pPEMCOB 4YeJHOKa, —
Tupo ropawincs coboii. — CerogHs HOYbIO Mbl OTKPOEM
TIOPBMY, B KOTOpPOi#i coaepXart 6e310MHBIX... HY, Thl TOBOpH-
na. C HecKOJBKHMM TONAaBUIMMHCS 5 YCTAHOBWI OYEHb
NMPOYHBIA KOHTAKT. MBI JIerKo cMOXEM OTKPBITh CHapyXH MX
KJIETKH».

«Xopowo. S 6yny rotoBa».

Mep He nompouanach, NMPOCTO BBICKOJb3HY/NIA M3-NOJ
KycTa U HanpaBWIach K HaBecy.

x * *

JxuMy He XoTejoch nmokuaaTh Jwm. EMy mopeano: Muc-
cuc [leitn 6bU1a LIETHKOM 3aHSATAa CBOMMH A€iaMH H MBICJISIMH
o 6ynymieM U He oOpawiara Ha Hero BHMMaHuA. [lo3tomy
MQIBYMKY YAAIOCh CTALIUTbh KYCOK BETYHHBI, €lI€ COHABHYEH
C apaXxMCOBBIM MacJioM M OYTBUIKY BOABI, MpexXiae YeM OHa
3aMeTwna, yro JIxuM ucye3. Ho xorma oH BepHy/cs, OHa
Xgaja ero.

— I'me TH1 6b11? — HHKOrAAa paHblle OHa He TOBOpMJIA C
HHUM TaK pe3Ko.
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— Bo aBope nckan Tupo, — 310 OBUIO MpaBAOH, NOTOMY
qT0 60JIBIOI KOT CHOBA Hcye3. JIx1M Bcé Gonblie U Gonbiue
6ecniokomwinca. Ecnu Tupo 6yneT npomoyoxarh Tak aejiaTh, €10
MOXeET He O0Ka3aTbhCsl psloM, KaK pa3 KOraa OHHM JOJDKHbI
6yayT yexaThb. A OH He AymaeT, 4ToObl Muccuc [eiin crana
XIaTh, MOKAa OH OThileT koTa. K TOMy Xe OH ell€ He
pa3nobbu1 CyMKY.

— JIXuM, KOThl YyacTo OpoasokHu4yaloT. Heckonbko nHew
XHMBYT B OOHOM MecCTe, IIOTOM yXoasT. Y Onmu3aber ecThb
xowin. TeGe oHa moHpaBuTca. He 6ecniokoiics o Tupo.

OH noHUMaJ1, YTO CNIOPHUTH He CTOUT. OCTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO
HaJesATcs, YTO KOT OyAeT B AoMe, Koraa oHH yeayTr. U toraa
OH 3ab6epé€T ¢ coboii kKora, Jaxe 6e3 cyMku. xum He
MOHHMaJ, MoueMy THpO HMeeT Il HETO TaKoe 3Ha4YEeHHe,
3HaJI TOJIBKO, YTO 3TO NEHCTBUTEJIBHO TaK, YTO OH TEMepb, C
TexX MOop KAaK He CTaJlo MaMbl M Manbl, 3HAaYMUT IS HEro,
JIxyuMma, 6onblre Bcex. Hy, MoxeT, ewié Omwm. Benb ecnu oHU
yeayT, HyXHO OymeT YTo-TO AejlaTbh M ¢ DJUIH.

MoxeT, 3a €ro NATh A0UTApPOB JJUTH CMOXET KYIIHTh OWieT
o Toro csoero goma? JIXXuUM coMHeBaJicsl BOOOIIE B Cyllec-
TBOBAHMHM TakKoro Mecta. C TeX mop KaK OTTyJa yexana
6abyuka JyuiH, pepMy JaBHO MOIJIH CHECTH H TIOCTPOMTDb Ha
€€ MecTe YTO-HHOyAb HoBoe. JIXMM 3HaJl TOJNBLKO, YTO HeE
MOXET yeXxaTh, OCTAaBHB JJUIH ONHY, He 3Has, KTO O Hei
no3a6oTHTCs.

* * *

Tupo n Mep ocTOpOXHO UIH BO ThbME; 32 HUMH — TSATh
Apyrux Kowek. OHH MBICJIEHHO TIPM3BAJIM MX Ha TNOMOLIb.
Teneppr y HMX Ha 3TOi IUIaHeTe ocCTaBajach TOJBLKO ONHA
3aaya — ocBoboAMTH poaudei U obecredyuTh UM Ge3omac-
HOCTb.

6. Axcum u 3anu uuwgym

Jxuma pa3byaun ryn BeTpa 3a cTeHaMH noMa. [loroM
Hayasncs CWIbHBIH AOoXIb. MalbyHK cel B MOCTENH. DH!
Tam xe Hacrosimas Gypsi, ¥ cwibHas... OH HCIyraHHO 3a-
XMypWI IJla3a, KOIZa CBEpPKHYJIAa MOJHMS M TOC/BILIANCS
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IPOM, TaKoil ONIyNIMTENbHBIA, YTO, KAa3aJioCh, BCSI KpbIlla
PYLIMTCS Ha rojioBy. OH He MOXET OCTaBHUTb TaM DJUIM MO[
MPHKPLITHEM BCETO JIMIIbL HECKOJABKUX NMPOTHUBUIMX JHOCOK!

BuIOpaBllIMCh U3 TOCTENM, B3IparuBasi KaXIbli pa3, KakK
yaapsi1 rpoM, JIXXKMM TOCTIELIHO HATAHYJ OeXAY, KOTOPYIO
BeyepoM nobpocan Ha ctyn Tupo? U Tupo He BepHyscs B
nom!

I'me-to y Hero 6bu1 ¢oHapuk. ToporuIMBO NMOMCKaB B
BEPXHEM HIIMKE, MaJIbYHK Ha olnynb Hauwén ero. CHoBa
yaapun rpoM, JI>XuM BBIpOHHI doHapHMK M 3axan yiuu. Ho
MIOTOM 3aCTaBWI ceOsl MOAHATb €r0 U CITyCTUTHCS BHM3.

BHH3y ropen cnaGbIii cBET: 3HaYUT, MHcTep [leitn ewé He
BepHyicss. Ho aBepnr npyroii cnanpHu 3akpbita, M JDxum
Hagesuicsa, yTo Muccuc Jein cniut. OH Hayaj chycKartbes,
MENJICHHO LIarasi Mo CTyIleHbKaM.

JloXae cTyyasnm TaK TpPOMKO, YTO OH CJIBILIAJI €ro gaxe
CKBO3b CTeHbI AoMa. Uto ceifyac menaet Dwin?

JIxuM oTKpbUT ABepb B rapax. OH 4yTh 3amepxalcs B
npHuXoxe#, 4YToOBl HameTh CBOH HOXIEBHUK M TPHXBATUTh
mai Muccuc Jlein. Diuti oH 6yleT BeJIMK, HO JACT el XOTb
KaKylo-TO 3allUTy.

CHapyXH JOXIb CTOSUI CIVIOLIHOHN cTeHoi. Bona rutecka-
J1ach O HapYXXHYIO ABepb rapaxa. J[>)xuM MmocBeTHWI B KOPOOKY
Tupo. KoTta TaM He 6bu10. XXMM 3aKkosebancsi, KOrga CHOBa
BCMBIXHYJIA MOJIHHMSI, CONPOBOXAAeMas CTPALIHBIM TYJIOM.

OcraBasicb 3mechb, OH He IOMOXET JDJutH, Ho JIXumy
YXacHO He XOTeJIOChb BBIXOAMTb MNoa goxab. OH 3aKyTan
donapuk B rwamr Muccuc [eitn. Ero cnaGruiif cBeT moytu
LIEJTMKOM NOTIJIOLIAJIa OKPYXMBIIasA MaJbyHKA ThMa.

JIBOp HOYBIO BHIDISIAE] COBEPLIEHHO NO-ApPYroMy, U JIXXuM
HMKAaK He MOr HaWTH HEINMpPHKOJIOYEHHYIO IOCKY B 3abope.
HakoHell OoH pelinn mpoOpaThcsi Ha MycThIph crepeau. K
TOMY X€ 3a JOMOM POCJIM AEpeBbsi, @ OH CJBILIAJ, YTO B HHUX
yalule ynaapsieT MoJHHUs. Kak MOXHO IUIOTHee HaKpbIBIIMCH
IUIalIOM, OH MOOPEN Mo JIyxXaM.

Korna oH BbIlIIEN Ha TPOTyap, Bce YIMYHBIE OTHH MOTACIIH.
HagsepHoe, U3-3a rpo3bl OTKIIOYWIH 3JIEKTPHYECTBO, a POHa-
pUK coBceM He cBerMT. Ho [IxuM 3actaBun ceb6ss uaTu
Jajblie.
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KaxuM-To oOpa3zoM eMy yaanoch gobpaTbcsi 4O AOCOK Y
caMoif yJIMLBI, OTTYda OH ABUHYJCS MeIUICHHee, Omnacasch
CHIOTKHYTECSI O KPUITMY WIH, YTO €lIE XyXe, MPOBAIUTLCS B
norpe6. CHoBa nporpeMe’ rpoM, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 yXe Jaibllie.
JIxxuM HazesUicsi, YTo Oypsi KOHYaeTcs.

(QoHapHK OCBETWI TPYAy AOCOK. MoxeT, y DJUIH XBaTWIO
3apaBoro cMeicia BepHyTbcss Ha Kok Onm, xorma Havancs
noxnab. Ho ecin Hert, JIXMM JOJIKEH OTBECTH €€ B IIOM, YTO
6bl OHa HM roBopwia.

— Omwmm? — JOCKH MO-TpeXHEMY 00pa30BLIBAJIM HaBecC.
JIXHM NOCBETUII B MX TEHb.

K10-TO TaM ecThb. DM KITYOOYKOM CBEPHYJIAch TOJ Of€-
SIJIOM, TPOMOKIIMM, TOKPBIBIIMMCS TEMHBIMHM MNSATHAMHU
coipoctd. OHa llIeBeNbHYJIACh H KaK OyaTo XoTesa ybexaThb
Yepe3 JaJbHUM BXod B yboexulie.

— Oy, 3to g, Jxum!

O 3acThuia. U nio €€ coBceM He BBITVISIAECIIO TIPUBET-
JIUBBIM.

— Dmum, nocayuiai... — JIXuUM pa3BepHyJI IJall MUCCHC
Jleitn u npotgaHyn ero. — HaneBaii 1 mouuti. Thl He MOXelLlb
37€eCh OCTaBaThCs!

— He noiigy! — neBoYka C Takod peLIUTEbHOCTBHIO
MokKayajla TojIoBOi, YTO OJEesU10, KOTOPhIM OHa HaKphbiBaja
TOJIOBY, cjleTesio. — Thbl KOMY-HHOYIb TrOBOPWI, YTO S 3€Ch,
MaJIbYMK? — OHa LUBBLIPHYJIA BOMPOC, KaK MOIJa Obl LUBBIP-
HYTb KaMeHb. — [e Thl B3I ruiaw?

— 310 poxneBuk MHccHc [leiin. Her, 5 HUKOMY He
TOBOpMJI 0 Tebe, — pasfapaxéHHo oTtBeTun IxuM. OH mpH-
1WEN moA TAaKMM JOXAEM, YTOObI CracTH JDJUIM, a OHAa TakK
rymno ce6s Benér. OH Jaxe 3aXoTesl B KAKOH-TO MHUT yHTH
IOMOM, M MYCTh OOXIOb cMoeT e€. — Tebe Henp3si 3aecCh
OCTaBaTbCsl, — HAacCTaWBaJl OH, — Bedb Thl MOXeWIb JaXe
COCKOJIb3HYTb B niorpe6...

— W kxyna MHe uatn? C T060#? A 4TO CcIenaeT MHCCHC
Heiun, y xoTopoii Thl XUBELIL? YTPOM NEPBLIM IEJIOM MO3BO-
HHUT no TenedoHy, SIBUTCS OJaroTBOPUTEJILHOCTb, U MEHA
noiMaior. Tel MHe He APYT, €CJIM XOuYellb 3TOTO.

— Ho 1B Xe He MoXelb 31eCh OCTaBaTbcsl! — CEPAUTO
BBIKpUKHYA JIxuM. — Tol crisituia!
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OH caM yXe NMpPOMOK, HECMOTpPsl Ha JOXIEeBHK. Moxprie
BOJIOCHI TIPWIMIUIM K TojioBe, BoAa TeKi1a IO JIMLY M luee,
3aTeKajia 3a BOPOTHHK. 1 B GaliMakax CNIOBHO NO TaJUIOHY
BOZBI.

— A nenaio, 910 X04y, — YIPAMO OTBeTWIa DJUH. — U ThI
MHe He TNpPHKa3bIBail, MaJbYUK!

— Jla HUKTO H He y3HaeT, — J[XXMM He MOT NMpPOCTO YHTH
M OCTABHUTH €€, XOTs H OYeHb paccepawica. — Muccuc Jlein
cnuT, a MucTepa Jleiia HeT noMa. OHM He y3HAIOT O Tebe. U
KaK Hac4YeéT Mep? — OH HEOXMIAHHO BCIOMHWI O KOWUKE. —
Eit BeIb He HPaBUTCA CHIPOCTD.

— Mep 3aech HeT, — oTBeTWIa DM. — U, no3tomy s
HMKyAa He yiiny. OHa BepHETCS, a €C/IM A yiay, TO, MOXeET,
HHKoraa OoJsbllle €€ He Hainy.

— Hy, Bo3sMM XOTb 3TO, — JIXHM IOYTH cAajcs, OH
MpOTAHYN IUIall AeBoYKe. — ByneT mocyie.

— A YTO THI CKaXelllb, KOTJa YTPOM JielH CTaHET ero
MCKaTh? — BO3pa3swia JJUIM.

— IIpuaymaio 4yro-HHOYAB... — Havain 6su10 JIKMM, HO TYT
Koe-4To 3aMeTI. JloXap HayMHaM cTHXaTh. MOMHMIA 6oJiblie
He ObUTO, a rpoM yuién aaneko. OH yBHIEN TaKKe B CBeTe
¢doHapHKa, YTO DJUIH CHSUIA OAESIO M cCOOMpaeTcs BBINTH U3-
noa HaBeca. MaJbYMK 06/IerYEHHO TNepeBén auixaHue. Tenephb
Hallo MOAyMaTh, KAK IMPOBECTH €€ B JOM, a YTPOM BBIITYCTHUTD,
yTo6Bl Jleitibl HUYero He 3aMeTHWIH. EciM DU Tak xouer,
YyT1OObl HHUKTO O HEH He 3HaJl, NPHAETCS MOCHYLIAThCs €€.

JeBoyka BeIOpanach HapyXy. HeoxmuaaHHo oHa BhipBajia
mwiau 3 pyK JxuMa, BeIxBaTHIA POHAPHK.

— Bit! Yto ThI penaewrb? — JIXXMM MonbiTalics oTo6paTh
¢doHapHK, HO DJUIM NMPOBOPHO OTNPHIrHy/a. OH Xe MOCKOJIb-
3HYJICSI B TPSA3H M YNaJl HA OQHO KOJICHO.

— A uny uckatb Mep! S Buamena, KaKk oHa yXxoauia...
Tyda... — DM B3MaxHyJa ¢GOHApHKOM, H €ro Jiyd OCBETHI
6mkaiilMe KycTbl, — nepel caMbiM AoXxaéM. OHa, JODXKHO
OBITh, XNET IAe-HHOYABL, YTOOBI OH KOHYWICS.

— HeBo3MOXHO HAaWTH KOLIKY B TEMHOTe! — BO3pa3wi
xuM. — OHH XOpolIo MpSYyTCS H...

— A Mory HaiiTh Mep, — BCE TaK Xe ynpsaMO OTBETHIA
B, — NMOTOMY YTO 3Halo, rie oHa. I Tebe roBopuna, Mep
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AyMaeT, a g CAbIUIY B rojoBe e€ Mpicad. OHa ceifyac o4eHb
4eM-TO BCTPEBOXEHA; MOXET, oHa B Geme. M A momxHa e€
HaitTH! [losToMy s1 BO3bMy Ha BpeMsi TBOM IUIalll, — DIUTH
yXe HaTsHy/Ja ero, XOoTs pyKaBa OKa3ajJMCh €d UIMHHBI, a
KpOMKa Tawmnach no rpsisu. Ho neBouka, 3aTssHyB mosc,
clenajia HeCKOJIbKO CKJIANoK Y TAIUH.

IpaBny nu rooput Aun? Insaas Ha He€, xum noaymai,
YTO caMa OHa B 3TO BepHT. MoXeT, NelCTBHTEILHO KOLUKA
rae-To 3acTpsila, 3aMoJi3fia B KaKylo-HHOyab ABIpY OT JOXIS,
a Terepb He MOXET BbIOpaThbes.

U rae Tupo? JdxuM npeiacraBun cebe, kak Tupo cuaur
rae-HUOyAb MoA KyCTOM WIM IMOJ YyXHM INOPOIoM M XAET,
KOTfla KOHYMTCA OOXAb, M BIPYT B CO3HAaHUHM MajbYHKa
BO3HMKJIAa KapTHHa: THpo GeXHT Mo ynuue, a 32 HUM ApyTHe
xolix¥. OHHU roHdaTcd 3a HUM? HeT, HO Bc€ paBHO UYTO-TO
HenagHo, 4yero-to Tupo Gourcd. Pekc... Moxer, Pekc Ha
CBOOOZIE M OXOTHTCA 3a KOLIKaMH?

JIXMM Hanpsx€éHHoO cTapajics TpeacTaBuTb cebe Tupo,
YBHAETH €ro, TMOHATh, Tie oH. Ho HuYero He monyyaaocs,
TOJBKO OCTAJIOCh BI€YaTJICHME CTpaxa M HeoOXO@UMOCTH
TOPOIIUTLCS.

OH BoBpeMs NpHIUEN cedsi, 4YTOObI YBHAETb YXOASLUYIO
O, TEMHYI0 durypy Ha ¢oHe ayda poHapHka, KOTOPHI
OHa HamnpasJsUia nepex coboi.

— 9, Th kyma? — JIxuM satoponwics 3a Heil. Xots
IIOXIb yXXE COBCEM MEJIKMii, OH He BHIEJ TIPHYMHBI OTNpaB-
JISTBCS HAa TOMCKH KOWIKM. Pa3zBe He M3BECTHO BCEM, 4YTO
KOIIIKH OTJIMYHO 3a6oTATcs o cebe camu? Ho Beas cyuiecTBy-
10T cCO6aKH, H MALIUHBI — W JIIOAH, KOTOPBIE CTABSAT JIOBYLIKH,
JIOBAT MX, a MMOTOM yOMBAalOT, €CTh JaXe TaKasl crieliHabHast
ciayx6a. Tenepp JIXuM He MeHblle DM 6bU1 yBEpeH, YTO
Tupo u Mep B omacHocTH. XOTSl Yy Hero He ObUIO HH
MaJieHllero npeAcTaBlIeHus, TAe UX MCKATh.

* * *

Byps He Bxoawna B MX mnaH. THpo Moiya ¢bipkai,
CTapasich He momaaath B JyXxu. OH He JI0OMT, KOrma y Hero
HaMOKaeT 1IepCTh.

OH nonyyun curHan Mep. OHa NMpHBETCTBYET HOBOIPH-
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OBIBIIMX Ha OopTy 4enHoka. Ho mnorpebGoBaioch ropasno
Oosbllle BpeMEHH, 4eM OH PACCUYMUTHIBAI, YTOOBI OTKPBHITh
xneTku. M U3 Bcex 3aKTI04EHHEIX TOJIBKO B AECATKE HAlUIOCh
[OCTaTOYHO ApPEBHEH KPOBH, YTOObI OTBETHTb HAa CHrHaI. TpH
TUIEHHHIIBI OKA3aJIMCh OYeHB OBICTPBI H cooOpa3uTenbHbl. Ho
JIBHUTaTbCSA OBICTPO OHH HE MOIJIM, IIOTOMY YTO Y MATH KOLIEK
ObLUIM KOTSITA.

THpo MoJHOCTBIO Mosarajicd Ha HHCTHUHKT, KOTOPbIH BbI-
BelleT HX K Kopabmio. HyxHo nepeceub elié OaHY yauLy,
MOTOM OHHU CMOTYT YKPBIThCS IO KYCTaMHU Ha Kpalo Napka, B
KOTOPOM CHpSITaH YeJIHOK. THpo cBepHyNl K O0OOYHHE, OC-
TaJIbHBIE MocienoBaiu 3a HUM. [locnbnuancd péB MalIMHBI.
Tupo npmwxancsa k 3emne. Ho ¢aprl He KOCHYJIHUCH HEOOJIb-
LIIOH TPYTILI HA TpPOTYape.

[Topa!

OHM KaK MOXHO ObicTpee mepecexnu yauuy. Ho korma
[0OpaMCch A0 KYCToB, THpO OTCTall, MOC/JaB CBOIO IpyIy
npssMo Briep€a. Mep 3Bajia, €€ CUrHaja CJbILIAICA YETKO H
SICHO.

Ew€ aBe TeHU BLIHBIPHYJIH M3 TbMbI H IIPUCOEIUHWINCH K
rpyrne. OHH He U3 oTpsAda, KOTOphlii BET THpPO, HO OHHM TOXe
VJIOBWIM CHTHI W TNOCJEeNOBAIM TNpHU3bIBY. THpo nOymai,
CKOJIbKO eul€ poauyei npua€r. HekoTophlie CIULIKOM CIIH-
JIUCh C 3TUM BapBapcKMM MHpoM. Ta YyacTb MX MO3ra, KOTOPYIO
cJieloBaJio MpoOyauTh, 3aBsila, aTpodHpoBajach 3a CToJie-
THSI, KOTOPBIE lieJIble TIOKOJIEHHA MPOBEIH Ha 3TOii IUIAaHETE;
OHM He HCIOJIL30BaJId 3TH CIMIOCOOHOCTH, HE TPEHHPOBAIMCH
M Bc€ mno3abruin. Ho ko’oThl AOMXHBI cAesaTh BCE, YTO
CMOTYT, YTOOBI NOMOYb CBOMM JAaBHO yTPauyC€HHBIM OpaThsiM U
cécTpaM.

Tupo Ha MrHOBeHHe OCTAHOBWICS, YTOOb! 06/IM3aTh BIaX-
HyI0 1IepcTb. YeM ckopee KOHYHUTCS 3Ta HOYb, TEM JIydlle.
Moxer, 6yneT maxe BpeMsi HEMHOIo MNocnaTh B rapaxe,
npexnae 4eM NpOCHYTCA JoaH B qoMe JIxuma.

Ox yx 3t1 moau. Tupo cHoBa Ju3Hya wepcTb. [Io TeM
CJIOBaM M MBICJISIM, YTO €My YAQIOCh YJIOBUTb, OH CYUTAJI, YTO
OHM CKOpo yeayT. B ocHoBHOM 3T10 GbUTM MbIciH IxuMma,
MHOIA OHM CTAaHOBMJIMCbh TaK SICHBI, YTO Ka3ajoch Oyaro
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MaJIbYHUK CIIOCOOEH MX MOChUIaTh, NPUMEPHO TaK Xe, Kak
HeOoOy4YeHHBIH KOTEHOK. Ho 310 HeBaxHO.

Tupo nepecran o6nussiBathcsl. Her, ecnu ObiTh npaBau-
BbIM KO’OTOM, HYXHO NpPH3HAThCSA, YTO BaxHO. YTo-To ecThb
B 3TOM MalbyHKe... KOHeYHo, KO’OT He MOXeT APYXHUTb C
yenosekoM. Ho kM He MoXoX Ha JpyTHX Jiofei, KOTOPbIX
NOKAa3bIBaIOT IJIA NpeaynpexineHus pa3seqyukaM. OH He Tak
OrpaHHYeH, AyMaeT He TOJILKO O CBOEM BHAE, HE...

Ko’or nokayan ronoBoi. Jlydiie He aymaTtb o6 3ToM.
HeBaxHo, Kakoii JIxxuM, rapHoe ceifyac — pabora Tupo. U
eMy Topa 3aHATbC CBOMMM AenaMH. OH CKOJIB3HYJ MNoX
MOKpbI€ BETBH C TAKOH JIEFKOCTBIO H MAacTEPCTBOM, 4YTO OHM
MOYTH HE LUEBEJbHYIHCh, M OBICTPO IOTHAN MaJIeHbKYIO
TpyTIy, HamnpaBasBLIYyIocs K Kopa6iio.

* * *

— Vxe Hemajleko, — DJUIM HeTepIeJIUBO AEPHYJIA IUIall,
KOTOPLIf HUKAK He OTUEIUISUICS OT Yero-To M 3aiepXHuBaJ e€.
— Mep rae-1o 3nech, — PoHApHUK OCBETHII TYCTYIO NTyTaHULY
BeTBCii. [IXKHUM pelln, 4TO TaK KaK OHH yXe NMepecek/H IBe
TEMHBIE YIMIbI, a4 BIEpeau ropejld orHu ¢oHapei, To OHH
coBceM 0M3KO K nmapky. HaBepHoe, 3TH KycThl 0603Ha4aioT
€ro rpaHMiBbl.

— Tlomoxau! — Malb4MK cXBaTWi DJUIM 3a pyKy. Emy
N0Ka3aJloCh, WIH OH JEHCTBUTEIBHO BHIEI, KAK YTO-TO llie-
BenbHyNOoch B KycTax? Ilon maBieHHMeM €ro mnajibUeB pyKa
Oy, nepxasiiasg ¢oHapHK, NOBEpHYJack. BeTpa HeT, noye-
MY Xe BETBH CJICTKA APOXaT, KaK OyITO KTO-TO MPOLUEN Noa
HUMHU?

— Mep 3necs.

— To1 e€ Buanwib? — crnpocun JIKum.

— Her. IIpocTto 3Halo, — DK BeIpBaja PyKy M MoliUia
yepe3 MOCJEOHIO YAMLY. JTO NEHWCTBUTENbHO ObLn Kpait
napka, a nmapkK no HoyaM omnaceH. JIDXKMUM CHOBa MONBITAICS
CXBaTUTh DJUIM 3a IUIall, HO OHA YBEpHYJach, HE OIJIslbIBA-
Ch. MrHOBeHHe CIHYyCTs OHa INPHUTHYJach M CTajla pPyKoi
Pa3BoAUTh BETBH B TOM caMoM Mecte, rae XXMM 3aMeTui
ABvkeHUe. OHM yBUOECNMM M3BWIMCTBIA TyHHENb, TaK 4YTO
BNepén MOXHO ObLIO 3aIIsIHYTh JIMIIL HEHAMHOTO.
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®oHapHK morac.

— Yro cayymnocs? — cnpocun JixuMm. — Jlai ero MHe!
MoXeT, eC/IH €ro NOTPSACTH...

— Het! — Osunu Oblna Tak Xe ynpsAMa, KaK ¥ paHbllle. —
C ¢onapuxoM Bc€ B mnopsake. TOIbKO MM Helb3s 31eCh
MONB30BaThcsl. MBI Xe He XOTHM, YTOObI OHM 3HAJIH, YTO MBI
HOEM... — OHA yXe ONYCTWIACh Ha YeTBEPEHbKM M BIOJI3NIa B
NOTaWHOM TYHHEJIb. '

KTo He moXeH 3HaTh, cripawiuMBan ce6s JIXXHUM; HO OH
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO DJUIH BC€ paBHO He oTBeTHT. HanpoTus, oHa
3allMneNa, KaK WHIIKHT paccepXeHHblil Tupo.

— Tuwre! Tol OYeHDb LIyMHIIb, H MOXET OBITh... — OHA He
3aKOHYWIA NpemyioXeHre, U JIXKMM MOHsUI, YyTo Gosblle He
BUIMT €€ B TEMHOTE, OHA Y>Ke NPOTIOJI3/a BNepEN MO NPOXony.

Huyero He ocTaBasioch, KaK TOXE ONYCTUTHCA HA YETBE-
PEeHBKH, a BCKOpe faXe Jieyb Ha XHBOT M NMpoOGHpaThCs IO
HECKOJIBKO AIOIMOB 3a pa3, Ha oUIynb Haxoas aopory. Cep-
Ale MajnbyHKa OWIOCh CHJIbHO, BO pPTy mnepecoxio. OH He
XOTeJI 3TOro AeNaTh, HO €CJIM DJUIH MOXET, OH €€ He OCTaBHT
onHy. UTo Xe OHM MUIYT B 3TOM Y3KOM NOTaifHOM TyHHeJe?

JBaxnael JIXXuM HaThIKaJICA Ha KYCT, OAMH pa3 GoJbHO
oliapanaj JIMLO, He CBepHYB BoBpeMs. IIpuxomuwnoch ABH-
raTbcsl MeUIEHHO, ONHOM PyKOH OlyTibiBasi AOPOTy BIiEpedH,
OTBICKHBasi MPOXOJ, NMPOBOAs PYKOi M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY,
YTOOBI OMNpeAe/INTh HallpaBJIeHHE.

N Tyr cnpaBa OH YNIOBWI CBeT, KOrja Qopora CHoOBa
HEOXMIAHHO MNoBepHysa. He ynuuHbLIM CBeT — TYCKIIbINA,
3enieHoBaThii. HO OH ocTaBajics Ha ONHOM MecCTe, CJIOBHO
namna. Mexay HMM M CBETOM BHAHeJNAach TEMHas ¢urypa —
Omm. XXMM OCTaHOBWICS M Yepe3 IUie4o DJUIH MOCMOTpEN
BHiepéN.

Kakasi-To... WITyKa... 4yTh Gonbllue rapaxa. [ XUM He BH-
Jen SICHO, MOTOMY 4YTO CBeT, BLIXOAMBLIMII M3 OTBEPCTHS B
3TOH WLITYKOBHHE, HE OcBewlal e€ BCO. B 3TO oTBepcTHe
BXOAWIM KOWIKM, KaXaasi HAa MTHOBEHHE OCTaHaBRJIMBAIACh H
KacajlaCb HOCOM Hoca TOH, YTO CTOsUIa Y OTBEpCTHS.

W BOT nocieaHsas KOLIKA MpoOliUla, CHAPYXH OCTaBajlach
TOJIbKO GoJiplas Y€pHasi.

— Tupo!
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YEpHBIit KOT MOBEpPHYJICS, IIPIHXaB yLIH, IJ1a3a ero 6necHy-
. Ho 3mm yxe mpopBanach CKBO3b KYCT M OGexana K
JIpyroii Kouike, TO#, YTO CHAeNa y BXoa.

— Mep! O, Mep, s nymana, Tl NOTEpSUIACh!

7. Cnpaeednueocmov xo’oma

DIIM BCTAla Ha KOJIEHH Y OTBEPCTHSA, 4Yepe3 KOoTopoe
npo6uBaice 3eeHoBaThlii cBeT. Ho Mexny nesoukoi ¥ Mep
crosin THpPO, OH UIMIIEN U XJIECTAl XBOCTOM.

JIxum nolaTHYJCS, MOAHEC pyKH K ymiaM. Ho 3toT ronoc-
phlYaHHE OH CJIBIIIAT He YUIaMH, OH MpPO3By4Yasl B IOJIOBE.

«Yxonure!»

Mep npolwna Brepé€n K DJUTH, He obpalliasi BHUMaHHUS Ha
Tupo. Cxonb3HyJla MMMO HEro B pyKM 3JUTH, MOAHSUIA Jany
Y MoTporajia nog6opoaoK IE€BOYKH.

— Tupo? — JIxuMm KojeGaucs. UEpHBIA KOT cMOTpe
Temneph He Ha MaJIbYMKa, a Ha Mep. B 1Bepsix cBer cran sipye.

OmuM omycTwia Mep M Ha 4YeTBepeHbKAaX IOMNOJ3Na K
IBEpH, cepo-0easi KOLIKA LA nepeld Held.

— B! — nossan JIxum. — Kyna Te1?

Ona Jaxe He orsHynace: «C Mep».

JIXUM mnpHceNn HMXe, YTOOBI IMa3a ero COJMM3WINCH C
r1azaMy Y€pHoro kora. «ITupo, 4ro npoucxogutr?» OH ObuI
NMOTpACéH M WcnyraH. KolIKKM He MOIYT YHUTaTb MBIC/IHM, He
MOIYT TaK «I'OBOPHMTL», MIPOCTO HE MOTYT!

«4l He Kollika», — TOCJIeAOBaJI TBEPAbIA OTBET.

Jxum mMurayn. «Kro xe Toi?»

Tupo cMoTpen eMmy mpsiMo B miasza. M OecrniokoicTBo
IIXuMa BCE yBeJIMUMBAIOCH.

— Tol KOT, — MeIEHHO cKa3al MaTbYHK. — Ho Thl... ewué
KTO-T0. MOXeT, f... THI ... KAK-TO Thbl FTOBOPH1IIb CO MHOMN... B
ronose. Tupo, yto npoucxoaut? Ioxanyiicra, ckaxu MHe! —
yMonsn JIxum. Tonoc ero apoxan or crpaxa. — Yrto 310 32
LITyKa... M YTO 3[eCh AeNalOT BCe 3TH KOWIKH?

Yiuu Tupo no-npexHeMy ObUIM NpHXaThl K IojIoBe, Bbl-
I7IsiieN1 OH CBHpeno. A DJUIH yXe NOCTHMIVIa BXOAa M BIoJ3ajla
B HEro Ha YeTBepPeHbKAaX BCJied 3a Mcue3HyBlIed Mep.

«Thl pacckaxellb... — MbIC/Hb-IociaHde Tupo gouwia o
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MaiabpyuKa. — Ecnm 1ebst oTIycTuTh, THl paccKaXellb UM...»

— He nonunmailo, o 4éM Tb1, THpO, NpaBaa, He MOHUMAIO,
— ckasan JxuM. — Ioxanyiicta, mycTb DU BbifiaeT. Mbl
YHIEM H HUKOMY HHYEIo He paccKaXeM...

«[Touwm!» — Tupo Hayasn NATHTHCA K ABEPH, HE OTBOpa-
yusasich oT Jxuma. U, He xenad Toro, JIxXuM nociaeqosai 3a
HUM. CI0BHO YEPHBII KOT TallWI €ro Ha BepEBKe.

Omnyckasich Ha YeTBEPEHbKH, YTOObI MPOMNOJ3TH B HHU3KYIO
aBepb, JXHM BeCch ApoXal.

BHYTPH 3TOro CTPaHHOTO COOpPYXEHSl 0Ka3aJoch ONHO
6onblIOe TOMelEHHE, M TMOBCIOAY KOLIKH, OHH TOPOIUIMBO
3aGMBaJIMCh M0 PEMHH Ha MSTKOM nony. JKMM yBUzAEN 1IMT
yIIpaRJI€HHUsA. 3TO COH... JOJDKHO ObITH CHOM!

«Cona! — Tupo 3agepxajicst y OQHOM NETIU, B KOTOPOH
KOWIKK He ObUio. — Jloxuco!»

Manpuuk yBugen Osid. [JeBodyka npornossaia Mol pe-
MEHb, KOTOPHIM, IToMorag eif, 3ybamu orrssruBajiia Mep. JIuuo
y BJUIH BO30YyXIE€EHHO PacKpacHEJOCh.

«Jloxwuce», — npukasan Tupo. JIxxum ouryrua 60ib, COB-
Ho ot cioB Tupo.

ManpyuK BBITSIHYJICSI Ha TNMOJy M KaKUM-To obpa3oM, He-
CMOTpS Ha JpoXalllie PYKH, NMPOCYHYJI TOJIOBY H IUIEYH NOJ
peMeHb. JIBepp 3akpbuiack. OH M DM Ternepb 3aKpbIThI
BMECTE CO MHOXECTBOM KOLICK.

IToBepHYB roJioBy, OH yBHAEJ, KaK Mep 6GbicTpo JIM3HYJa
DM B WEKY M TIPLITHYJIA B MEPEAHIO0 YacTb KOMHATHI, a
TaM ceJia Nepel UIUTOM yIipaBlIeHUsl. THpPO HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi
cMoTpes Ha JIxxuMa, NOoTOM NpPOLIEN CpellM KOUIEK M TIPpHUCO-
eIuHWIca K Mep.

JIXuM BUZEJ, KaK YEPHBINH KOT CMOTpen Ha mnaHedb. [lo-
TOM TOCJIEOBAJIO YXAaCHOE YyBCTBO, OYATO MOJI MOAHUMAaeTCs,
B TO BpeMs Kak caM JIXuM npoBaiuBaercsi. BHyTpeHHOCTH
cBeJIo, 3aTolIHWIO. JIXXuM 3akpbul rma3a. Yto ¢ HuMHu 6yaer?

«JIxnmM»

ManbyiK OTKpBUI IJIa3a, MCIIBITBIBAS CTPAaHHOE OlUylle-
HME: CJMLIKOM JIerKO, Tejo' NPHUINOJAHHMMAETCsl, M €ro
yOepXHUBaEeT TOJILKO peMeHb. BCE TOT Xe COH, OH HE MOXET
npocHyTbes. I'ne oHu?

- «[IxuM?» — eMy ynajoch NMOBEPHYTb IOJIOBY, CACPXUBas

50



pBoTy. OH yBHIEN, 9To THPO MOBEPHY/ I'OJIOBY U CMOTPUT Ha
Hero.

«J/Ipyroro Beixoaa He 6bUI0. Mbl HE MOIJIH OCTaBHUTb Bac,
BBI CJIMIIKOM MHoro Buaenu. Ho...» — cioBa-Mpicau nobnex-
i, ¥ JIxum owyrun tpeBory Tupo.

OHM ¢ DM yBHIENM YTO-TO TAKOE, YETO HE JOJDKHBI
6sutn BuaeTs. Ho Mep, Mep npuBeTcTBOBaNa DIUTH, M Ie-
BOYKa BOLLIA B 3Ty WLITYKYy IO CBOEH Boje, a He IO
NpUHYXAEHHUIO, KaK JIxuM. MoxeT, DJuin 3HaeT Gosblie...

— Bm? — MaIbYUK CHOBA NMOBEpHY ronosy. Bee kouu-
KH, Ka3aJloCh, CMalM, HO DJUIH, MNMO-TIPEXHEMY B MOKPOM
Ipsi3HoM IUialle MHccHc [ein, ynabibanach M BhiDIsiAesna
TaKOM CYacCTJIUBOM, YTO JIMLO €€ COBEpPLUCHHO Npeobpa3u-
nock. OHa coBceM He noxoAauia Ha 3HakoMylo [Ixumy Dmwiu.
I'naza y He€ ObUIM 3aKpbIThl. MOXeET, OHa TOXe€ CIIMT, KakK
KOLIKH.

— Yto Oyner ¢ HaMH, ¢ DJUIM U CO MHO#H? — roJjoc ero
3ByYas cj1abo, Kak 6yATO OH IUIa4YeT, HO HE XOYET, YTOObI 00
3TOM 3HAJIHU.

«39T10 6YyIeT pelleHo».

— Kem? To6oii 1 Mep?

«Her», — Tupo otBepHyn roioBy. OH NOBEpHy/ICsS K
MaJIBYMKY CIIMHOM, H JIDKMM TNOHSUI, YTO €My HYXHO MOJT4aTh.

HecMoTpsa Ha TpeBory, eMy XOTeJlOCh CNaTh, XOTSl OH H
6oposnica co cHoM. OH OOJDKeH 3HaTh, ObITh rotoBbiM. Ho
rja3a HEyMOJIMMO 3aKpbIBAJIUCh.

* * *

«Ts1 Hapymmnia Bce mpaBwia», — THpPO He CMOTpesl Ha
Mep, HO MBICBL €ro GbUIa XECTKOM.

«[leno He TONbKO BO MHe, — Mep He Kazajlach BCTPEBO-

XeHHo#. — JleBo4yKa BOCIpHMM4HBee JTI000T0 Yenopeka. OHa
BhIC/IeWJIa MEHsI BeYepoM. A pa3Be Thl He NIPUBEN MajibyuKa?
Tol ckazan npasny: UM HeIb3sd ObUIO MO3BOJMHTb YHTH, MOCJIE
TOro KaK OHM yBUAENH YeJTHOK. Ho Bcs iu 3To nmpasna, Tupo?
OHH Xe OeTH, HeyXeJH orpaHWYeHHbIE B3pOCiibie TIOBEPHIN
661 UM?»

Tupo ryxo 3aBopyan: «[loBepwin 61 MM WIH HET, OHH
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npuBeau 6b1 ¢ coboit npyrux. 1 Mbl nmorepsuid Obl Jyqiryio
nocao4yHylo Ivoulaaky. Ho crapeiiiimne pewar...»

«[TomoxnéM HMX peleHHs».

Tupo He moHuman Mep. OHa ObUla BNOJIHE NOBOJIBHA.
IlpaBna, ux paboTa BhIMONHEHa ycnelnHo. Ho To, 4To oHHM
B3sUIM ¢ coboif AByX moneil, MOXeT Ha ©06a3oBoM Kopabie
nepeyepKHYTh BCce MX ycrniexdH. YeM Xe Torma Tak JOBOJIbHA
Mep? Eii HyXHO 0eCITOKOMTLCS, KaK OECIIOKOMTCS OH.

IIpaBna, nesoyka nposiBWIA ropa3fo GoJbUIyI0 CHOCO6-
HOCTbD K NOCBUIKE H BOCTIpMSITHIO MBICJIEH, YeM ApPYTHE JIOOH
32 MHOIO TNOKOJICHHH HCNBLITAHMA. A Maib4yHK... TMpo Mor
obmarscs ¢ JIXHMOM, CMOT JaXe NMPHUBECTH €r0 K YETHOKY.
MoxeT, MoaH W KO’OThl CHOBa cMoryT o6iarscsa? HeBos-
MOXHO... [laBHO MHHOBAJIO BpeMs HaZieX] Ha BOCCTAHOBJIEHHE
IPEeBHUX KOHTAKTOB.

Tupo ayman o JIxume. CrpaHHo. Bo BpeMs nepsoro
pa3BelOYHOIO MOJIETA OH BCTPEYAICH C JIIOAbMH, HO HH C KEM
He YCTaHOBMWJI OJIM3KHX OTHOolIeHHH. OH BooOlle cuuTanl, YTO
3allUCH O TAKUX OTHOUIEHMSIX — TMOIJe]Ka, XOTS OObLIYHO
KO’OTbl HE HCIOJIb3YIOT BOOOpaXeHHe, KAacasCh 3TOil TEMBI.
XM — OOMHOKHMI MaTbYMK, U CUMTaN THPO CBOMM ApyToM.
OH Gecnoxowica o Tupo, xoten B3SITh ero ¢ coboii B AepeB-
H10. TUpo unTan B co3HaHuM IXKMMa MHOTIO Takoro, 4YTo TOT
He Bbipaxasn cjioBaMH. OH HayMHal BOp4YaTh, BCIOMHUHasl Te
wiM uHble MbicM [Ixnma. Ho Huuto He cnacér Tupo u Mep
OT OCYXIEHHsI CTapeilliMMH 33 MX IOCTYTIOK.

* * *

JIXuUM nomnbITancs NepeBEpHYThCS, OH €lIE€ HEe BIIOJIHE
npocHyncsi. 1 To, YTo OH He CMOT TOLIEBEJINTLCS, NOKa3a-
Joch eMy 4YacThl0 AypHoro cHa. Ho Tyr oH ZocraTtoyHo
npuIEn B ceds1, YTo6s1 ocMoTpeThesd. KOLIKM BOKPYT 3alBH-
raJIMCh, BbINOJ3asi U3-NOJ PeMHEN M HampaBssACh K BhIXOAY.
MaspuuK yBHIEJ, KaK cejla DJUIH M TPHHSUIach 3aKaThIBaTh
pyKaBa Iulaila, YToGbl BLICBOGOAMTL PYKH.

Hukaxux cnegos Tupo u Mep.

— DM, — yMyapwics NpoxpumneTs [[XXuM, — THl 3Ha-
ellb, rae Mbi?
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OnHa paccMestiach. Takylo DU OH He 3HaJl;, 3TOH NeBOY-
Ke, KaXeTcsl, BCE paBHO, YTO C Hell OyaeT.

— 3TO0 YTO-TO BpPOAE CaMoN€Ta, — OBICTPO OTBETWIA OHa,
— TOJNBKO OH JIETAET ropasfio Bhblllle OOBIYHBIX caMOJIETOB. U
Mbl TIpMJIETENH K ellié oaHoMmy. Hain BxoaAMT BHYTpB TOrO.
MoxeT, MBI TIOJIETUM Ha JyHY! MHe Bc€ paBHO! — OHa CHOBa
paccMestiach, M €€ KOCHYKH 3aipoXalii. — MoXeT, Ha JIyHe
Jy4ile, 4YeM TaM, Tae A ObLia...

JIxuM crnoTHys. OH BO3WICS C peMHEM, TOT HEOXHIAHHO
paccTersyics, ¥ JIXXMM CMOT €ro CHsIThb. DJUTH colla ¢ yMa,
MpoCTO couuia ¢ yma!

— MbI B NeTalolleit Tapenouke?

— Huyero He 3Halo O JeTAlOLIMX TapejKaXx, — OTBETWIa
oHa. — Ho M=l 31ech, npasna? Mep u Tupo, OHH NpHUBEIH
HAC CIOAA... BMECTE CO BCEMH 3THUMH KOlIKaMU. Mep roBopur,
4TO OHH HX JaJibHHE POACTBEHHHUKH, 4TO IuieMsi Mep Korna-
TO XWIo ¢ HaMH. [IoTOM YTO-TO MPOM30LIUIO0, U OYEHB JOJITO
TakMe, Kak Mep M Tupo, He mnosimnsuiuck y Hac. Kouuxwu,
KOTOpBIE OCTAJIMCh, M3MEHWIHCh. HekoTopble HacTONBKO,
YTO HE CMOIVIM OTBETUTb Ha CHUTHAI...

— Kro Tebe Bcé 31O pacckazan? Mep?

DM KUBHYNA.

— A 410 3TO 3a CMrHan?

BriepBrle 3a BCE BpeMs CYACTIIMBOC BBIpAXEHHE COIIUIO C
JMua JJUTH.

— YT0-TO IUIOXOE, OYEHb IUIOXO€ MOXET CIYYHUTHCS C
HalIMM MHpoM. Mep M ocTanbHble, OHM GosaTcs. [loatoMmy
OHH TIPHMIUIH, YTOOBI YBECTH CBOMX POACTBEHHHKOB B 0e3-
OMAacHOE MECTO.

— Yto-TO mnoxoe... — nopropui JIxum. Boiina? Heyxe-
JIM CHOBa BOifHa, Ha 3TOT pa3 aToMHas?

— Ecnu oHM 3HAIOT 06 3TOM, TO MOYeMYy He OCTaHOBST?

Oun npe3pUTENbHO MocMoTpena Ha Hero: «Kak? Jlionu
Takde TBepaosiobeie. Thl AyMaelllb, OHH CTaHYT CJyLIaTh
XWBOTHOE... KAKYIO-TO KOMLIKY... KOTOpass TOBOPHUT HM, YTO
OHM MOCTYNAlT HenpaBwibHO? Jlloau Bcerza CYMTAIOT, YTO
3HAIOT JIydlle».

JX¥uM BBHIHyXIEH ObUI COIIaCHUTBbCS, YTO OHa mpaBa. «f
JIyqiie 3Halo...» — JIXHMM CJIOBHO BCIO XH3Hb 3TO CJIBILIMT.

53



OH Mor cebe mpeACTaBHTh, YTO MPOHU30LLIO Obl, €cnH Obl
Tupo, ckaxeM, Bowién B benblit JloM M 3asBUI Npe3UOCHTY,
YTO Helb3s HaYyMHaATbh BOKHY. Jlaxe ecin Obl Mpe3UACHT eMy
TOBEPII, TOr4a APYTHE CKA3AIH Obl, YTO OH CISITWI, TTIOBEPHB
ko1uke! A Tupo He MoXeT 0OOHTH BeCh MUP, YOoexXnas JoacH.

— Mep roBopHT, YTO Mbl OcOOcHHBIE. MBI MOHUMaEeM MX
MBICJIH, KOTOphle OHM HaM TnochutaloT. JliomM OaBHO yXe
pa3yyWINCh 3TO JeNlaTb, — IMpojopkKaja D, — Tak s
cMoria Haiti Mep.

— MoxeT 6BITb, HO YTO X€ HaM JefiaTh ceivac? — JIxum
nogol€n K miaBHoMy. — OHH npHBe3M Hac cioga. Tupo
cKa3aJl, 4TO OHH OOSUIMCh, YTO MBI pacCKaXeM OPYTHMM o0 Mx
KopabJie... WIM 4YTO Y HHX... H OH JOJDKeH ObU1 Hac B3sATb. Ho
rae oHM OydoyT Hac JepxaTb?

— MHe Bcé paBHo. Huyero u3 ocraBlierocsi MHe He
HYXHO, — 3asiBwia QM. — A xouy ObiThb ¢ Mep U, MoxerT,
y4JacTBOBaTb B €€ NpUKIOYeHUsIX. babyiika ymepna. U, Ha-
BEpHOE, Ha CaMOM-TO ZieJie HUKAKOro AoMa, Kyaa Obl 1 Morjia
yexaTth, HeT. Ho g Haiiny Mecto ans cebs n mnns Mep!

— Xoten Obl 9 3HaTh, YTO OHHU C HAMHU caenalT, — JXum
BOBCE He MCIBLITHIBI TaKO#W YBEPEHHOCTH.

* * *

«Jlionn! — npenBoaMTeIbHHLA AHA ObLla TaK yAMBIICHA,
YTO LIEPCTh Y HEE HAa CITHHE BcTala nbiooM. — HeBo3MoXHO
ceifyac UMeTh neno ¢ moabMu! Bl HeMelIeHHO cOTpéTe HX
BOCIIOMHHAHUSI M BEPHETE...»

«$] npenbABNAIO CBOM INpaBa Ha JeBOYKY'»

Hactynuna THlKMHA, TOJMBKO TOJIOBBI MMOAHMMANIHNCh U TIO-
BOPaYMBAINCH, CIIMHBI Hanparaauch. AHa ¥ Pneau xonoqHo
cMoTpeaud Ha Mep.

«[lo mpaBy Haumero apesHero 3aKoHa, S TPEABABIAIO
npaBa Ha [E€BO4YKY, — Mep mnosropwia, He OPOTHYB IO
CBHMPENbIM B3[II0M cTapeHinnx. — Takoi oObryai M3BeCcTeH
B Hallleii UCTOpHH».

«Yenopeka HEBO3MOXHO TMpPHPYYHTb», — BO3Pa3Hi
Qnenn.

«/leBoyKa ycTaHOBWIA CO MHO#M MBICJICHHBIN KOHTAKT.
OHa oyeHb MoJsioga. Beap HalIMX KOTAT MOXHO HayYMTb.

54



Ecnu oHa CNBIIOKAT MBICIM, OHA CMOXET M HayuyuThcs. Passe
HE TaKOBa JIOTMKA, KOTOPOH Mbl TaK ropauMcs’?»

«TBl MOHUMaelb, YTO O3HA4YaeT TBOE TpeOOBaHHE, MJIAl-
wasi cecrpa? Thl, H TOJNBKO TBI ONHA, NMOHECEWIb 3a HeE
OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. EE€ MOCTYNKM OyayT CYMTATHCS TBOMMH.
Ecnu oHa nposBHUT ce6s1 BpaxaeOHO, Thl TOXe NMEpeCcTaHellb
OBITb HaM pOACTBEHHHMIEH, U TebOA M3TOHAT, — CEPHE3HO
MpiciIa AHa. — OTO 33ja4ya He MO CwiaM OOJILLIMHCTBY
Kxo’oToB. [lonyMaii, Mianiiiag cecTpa, npexiae 4eM AaTh obe-
maHue. Takoe obeliaHKe Thl JOJDKHA Oyaellb HCTIONIHATD BCIO
CBOIO XM3Hb».

«4 310 3Ha0. Ho oHa poacTBeHHa MHe Mo Mo3ry. Sl He
MOTY NPOCTO NMPEAOCTABHTH €€ TOH Cylbbe, KoTopasi OXUaaeT
monen».

«A Manbyuk?» — Bompoc 3agan Pnean. OH nepeBén
B3nsiA ¢ Mep Ha Tupo. Bee xpanu.

Tupo BbicTaBMJI KOITH. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH YYBCTBOBAI
cebsi OYeHb HEJIOTMYHBIM, TIOYTH TO-YEJIOBEYECKH, OH Jaxe
orIgHyJIcs Ha Mep. DTo oHa cBOMM Ge3paccyICTBOM BTsSHYJa
ero. OH He XO4YeT AesaTh TaKoe Xe 3asBieHHue o Ixxume. Ho
BCE Xe MIbYUK MHOrooteuaoumii. OnTHako NpeabsBUTh Ha
Hero mpaBa Tepel BCEMHM KO’OTaMM, B3ATh Ha cebsl TaKylo
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb — COBCEM ApYyroe Aejo. JIOrMYHbIi BbIXOH
TaKOB: OH JOJIXEH COITIACHTLCH HAa W3MEHEHHE BOCIIOMHHA-
HMi [Ixuma, BEpHYTB €10 B CJICAYIONIMIA NPUIET 3a GexXeHLIaMHU
M COBEpPLIEHHO NO03a0hiTh 0 HEM. BoT yTo Oymer pasymHo.
Ho... oH npocto He MoxeT. Ecii OH He moBTOpHMT TO, YTO
caenana Mep, Oonbllle HHKOIIA OH HE CTAHET MNpPEeXHUM
Tupo, xakuM Bcerna ce6s cuurain. JJo6poBoJbHO WIH HENOO-
POBOJIBHO, OH JOJDKEH noclieqoBath 3a Mep. U nocraparscs
YKPENUTb MO3roBO#M KOHTAakT ¢ JIxuMoM. OH Hanesuics, 4TO
Mep npaBa, YTO 3THX MOfiei, KAK M KOTAT, MOXHO HAy4HTb.

«S1 NpenbSIBNAI0 CBOM TMpaBa Ha MaJIbYHKa», — CKA3all OH,
TpUHUMasi Ha cebs BCE, YTO ¢ 3THUM cBi3aHo. U moyeMy-To
Tupo 6bu1 mMYy6oKO, aBGCOMIOTHO HEJIOTMYHO CYACTIIMB.

* * *

Bnnu paccMesiack, M JIXXMM, paccMaTpHUBaBLINi NPHOO-
PbI, ObICTPO OINSHYJICS.
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— OHHM 310 caenanu! Mep u Tupo ckasaim, 4To MbI
MOXEM OCTaThcsl ¢ HUMM!

— OTKyna Thl 3Haellb...— Haya O6buU1o JIXUM, HO TYT TOXe
OLIYTHJI YBepeHHOCTb. THpo... oH HyxeH Tupo, no-Hacros-
HIeMYy HYXeH!

JIxuM cen Ha MATKUi non. Teneps, Korga pemieHue Onu10
NMPUHATO, OH TOXe NOYYBCTBOBAJI cebs CBOGOAHBIM, KaK H
Dmwu. [Tocne cMepTH MaMbl M Nanbl Ha 3eMJie y HEr0 HUKOTO
HET, a Blepeqy caMble HeBepOsTHble NpHKIioyeHUusd. OH H
Tupo, Bnu u Mep — cJOBHO BCTynaelub B TEIIbIA Kpyr. Mx
XOET COBCEM-COBCEM Jpyroe Oyayiulee, HO OH Oojblie He
6oMTCcsa, Teneph BOKpYr Hero poawdd. Poawun? Kakas-to
HebGosblasg YacTh CO3HAHMS MPOJO/IKaja COMHEBaTbCs, HO
BOT M OHa YIOBJIeTBOpWIAach. JIXXMM TNOCMOTpesl Ha NBEpb.
Cxopo npuaér Tupo. Bcé B nopsinke, oTHbIHE BCE OyAeT B
MopsaKe.

MUP 3BE3THBIX KO’OTOB

1. Mocadxa na 3ummoppe

Jlyn Berep, TpaBa llliejiecTela M THYJIach, @ BBEpXY CBETHIIO
Téruoe conHue. Ho He6o — 31ecs oHO BOBce He ronmytoe c
GenbiMu obnakamMu. Hert, oHo ciierka seneHoBatoe. Y Tpasa,
wesecTsas ¥ rHyulascsi, — o4eHb TEMHas, Takod JIXum
DBaHC HHUKOIJa He BHIEJ, KOe-Te Mo Heil npoberain XEaro-
KOpHYHeBbIE NMoNocKH. Ho B TpaBe TyT U TaM NeCTPEIH LBETHI
C NATHIO JieNecTKAMH LiBeTa Heba.

Manbuuk riy6oko BOoxHyA. M Bo3ayx 3aech apyroit. 3ana-
XOB, KOTOpbI€ OH OLIYyllaJl BCIO CBOE KOPOTKYIO XU3Hb, HET.
Ho ectb apyrue, HeaHakoMble. OH OCTOPOXHO OCMOTpEJICH.
Bcé Gosblie M Gosbllie HeGONMBLIMX OTIMYMM, BCE Oonee
3aMETHO OTCYTCTBHE 3HAKOMOro. BrnepBbie ¢ TOro BpeMeHH,
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KaK OH TNOKHMHYJI CBOIO pOAHYIO IUIaHeTy, JIXMM cierka
Henyraics.

PsinoM ¢ HUM O Mait BpayH 1IMpoKo pa3Bejia pyKH,
CJIOBHO - XOTeJla OOHATb TpaBYy M BeCh 3TOT 4YYyXOH MHp —
3uMmMoppy.

— Ipocro otnnyHo! HUKAKMX IpA3HBIX 3AaHHiH, HUKAKOM
BoHH. Kak noM 6abyiixu B AepeBHe! — BOCKIMKHY/IAa OHAa M
HETPOMKO paccMesvlach. — MHe KaXeTcs, 3T0 KaK CoH!
Huxorna He gyMasa, YTO MBI OKAXeMCSI B TAKOM NpeKpacHOM
mecTe!

— Ho... 0HO Xe coBceM Jpyroe, — TPEBOXHO BO3pa3uil
IxaiM. — Pa3Be Thl Korga-HuUOyab BHAesa 3ejIEHOe Hebo? A
MOCMOTPH CIOAa, — OH yKAa3aJ Ha LIBETOK, — 3€JIEHBIE 1[BETHI.
Pa3Be THI BHIena takoe?

— Moxer, U Her, — comlacuiack OwiM. — Ho He
MOHUMAIO, MOYeEMY OH MHP JOJLKEH ObITb TOYHO TAKUM Xe€,
KaK apyroil. 3to Mup Mep u Tupo. 1 MHe OH KaxeTcs
NnpeKpacHbIM!

JIXUM 4yTb NMOBEpHYN TOJIOBY M B3IJIAHYJ Ha MaJIeHbKHIA
KOCMHMYECKHH YEJIHOK, U3 KOTOPOTO OHM TOJIBKO YTO BBLILILTH
B 3TOT HOBBIA AeHb. I3 OTKpLITOrO JIOKA 332 HUMH BHHMa-
TeJIbHO Habmonanu THpo, ero yépHad 1epCTh CBepKaya Bcs,
0 MOCJIETHETo Bojiocka, H Mep, ¢ e€ Tyckioit cepo-6enoi
mepcThio. THpo He koT (xoTa JIXXUMy TpyAHO He OyMaTh TaK
0 HEéM). OH KO’OT, MOTOMOK ApeBHEH pachl KOCMHYECKHMX
HccliegoBaTesie.

JXuM, clierka MCITyTaHHBI HE3HAKOMBIM MHPOM, NMOYYyB-
CTBOBaJI TEIUI0€ MPUKOCHOBeHHE MBICIM THpo: «He BonHyiics,
JeT€Hbill. Bc€ B mopsake».

MasipuuK B3NISIHYA Ha GoJbllOro Y€pHOro kKo’ora, THpo
JpYyXeoOGHO CMOTpesl HAa HENo CBOMMH 3€JIEHBIMH IV1a3aMH.
W Ixum cpasy novyyscTBoBan cebs nay4iie. Koneuno, raHe-
Ta BO MHOTMX OTHOLUCHMSX 4YyXasl, HO 3TOTO M CJI€OBaJIo
oxugats. Tupo u Mep obeluany no3aGoTUTECA 0 HEM M DIUTH
Mbsit, u [IxuM ObL1 yBEpEH, YTO OHM CAEpXaT obelIaHMe.

Korna-to naBHbIM-ZaBHO KO’OTHI 4YacTO MNpWIETAIM Ha
polHy1o miaHery IxuMa U DM — 3eMIi0, 4 OHH HalLT4
TaM HeMaJlo Miofei, ¢ KOTOPHIMM MOTJIM MBICJIEHHO OOLIaTh-
Cs, U TO3TOMY KO’OThHl H JIIOOM CMOIIHM OOMEHHMBAThCSH
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3HaHUAMH. KO’OThI XK B XpaMax ¥ AOMax JioAeH, 1 K HUM
OTHOCHWJIMCH C MOYETOM M YBaAXCHHEM.

Ho noroM — mionn usMeHwniuch. Hayaauch BoHHBI, M Te
HEMHOTHME, KTO MOT MBICJIEHHO pa3roBapUBaTh C KO’OTaMH,
ObUIM YOMTEI, a X XpaMbl M ropoa pa3rpa6neHbl. U ko’orhl,
KOTOpBIE XWIH C JIOAbMH, TOXEe U3MEHWIHCh. UM npuiiiocs
HM3MEHHUTBCSI, HHaYe OHU Bce MOruonu 6pl. OHU HayYWIHCh
OXOTHTbCS, YTOOBI JOOBIBATh MHULLY, OHH BCE OoJiee MOXOIHIM
Ha Joiel U Bcé MeHbllle — Ha Ko’oToB. Ko’oThl, npoaoskas-
1IMe JIeTaTb B KOCMOCE, COWIM 3eMJIIO JIOBYLUKOM, 3JIbIM
MECTOM, [le¢ Bceraa BOWHBI M C JIIOOBMH MU XHBOTHBIMH
TNPOMCXOASIT CTPALIHbIC BELH.

Ckopo cped KO’OTOB K BJIACTH MpHULUIA HOBas IapTus.
Ko’oThl nponosokanyd HabmonaTh 3a 3eMJIEN U BHIOENH, KaK
JIIOAH OTPABIAIOT BO3AyX, MCTOLIAIOT IMOYBY, YOMBAlOT ApPYT
apyra B BoHHax. M ObulO NPHUHSATO pelIeHHE CIMAacTU Kak
MOXHO 00JIbllle CBOUX JAIbHHUX POOMYEH — 3€MHBIX KOLIEK.

ITo Bce#t muaHere JIXXuMa BbICAaqWIOCh MHOXECTBO TpPaH-
CHOPTHBIX KOpabJieit: KO’OThl TOPONMINCH, OHH CYUTAIIH, YTO
YyeJoBeK MIET K MocieqHell YHUYTOXHUTeIbHOH BoiiHe. Ilo-
JieBble pa3BeIYMKH C 3THX Kopabyieil OTHICKMBWIM TeX Ha
3eMsie, KTO ell€ MOT OTBETUTb Ha MBICJIEHHbIH IpPHU3BIB
KO’OTOB.

Tupo U Mep O6bUIM TaKMMU pa3BeAYMKaMH. THPO NpHULLEN
K JIXXUMy, IOTOMY 4TO €My ObL1 HyXeH «10M», Iie Obl OH MOT
000CHOBaTbCS, Pa3bICKMBasA TEX, KOTO MOXHO criacTu. A Mep
TOYHO TaK Xe BbiOpana Oumn Moaii.

Ho noroM npou3oLw1o HeYTo HEOXUAAHHOE, Ha YTO KO’OThbI
He paccYMThIBIM. OHU TaK JaBHO He OOLIAIHCbH MBICJIEHHO
C JIIOObMM, YTO JaXe M He MbITATUCh 3To caenarb. Ho xum
cyMen y3HaTtb MMsl THpo, OH 3Hay, Koraa GosblIoH YEpPHBIA
KOT B OeszomacHocTd. A Biuti M3ii BCTynmmiaa B KOHTakT C
Mep ewmg€ nerye.

MoxeT, 3TO NMPOM30LLUIO NMOTOMY, 4YTO JIXXHM YyBCTBOBAJI
cebs1 OYeHb HECYACTHBIM, TaK KaK €ro pOAMTENH MOrHdjid B
aBHakKatacTpode, H OH ObUI OYEHb OAMHOK B JJOME€ CBOMX
NPUEMHBIX poauTenei (xots Jeinbl U ObUTH H06pBI K HEMY);
noatroMy JIXKMM M cMOT HeMHOIo NMoHATh THpo. A D Maii
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— OHa Toxe Obula oguHoKa. Korma ymepna e€ Gabyuika, y
JeBOYKH He OCTaJIoCh HHUKOro, kpoMe Mep.

HMeHHo D Moaii, oTeickuBass Mep B CWIbHYIO Oypio
HOYbIO, NpHUBena JIXXHMa K cipITaHHOMY YEJTHOKY M 6e36053-
HEHHO BoOlIUIa B Hero, a JIxxuM — 3a Heil. OcTaibHble KO OThI
XoTenu, YTo6nl IXXuM U DM octaiuchk 3a 3eMiie, HO Koraa
BHayasie Mep, a nmoroM 1 THpo comacHJIMCh NMPU3HATD ACTEH
CBOMMM pOIMYaMH U TPHHATh Ha cebGs OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a
MX JNeHMCTBHS, NETSIM ObLUIO TIO3BOJIEHO JIETETh C Ko’oTamu. U
Koraa OoJblIOW criacaTesibHbIA Kopabnb cowén co cBoei
OKOJIO3eMHOI1 Oop6UTHI, Ha ero G6opTy Haxoawnuch JkXuM U
.

KoHeyHo, camMoro nojéra oHu He noMHWIH. Ha xopa6ne
ObUTO MaJIo MecTa M 3alacoB NPOAOBOJILCTBHS, H MOTOMY He
TOJIBKO CTNAacéHHble KOUIKM, HO U MaJIBYMK M IE€BOYKa BCE
BpeMs cnaid. JXXMM naxe HHMKaKMX CHOB He NoMHwI. Emy
Ka3aJioChb, YTO €lU€ COBCEM HEAABHO OH CJylUAJI OObSCHEHU
THpo, Kyna OHM OTIPABIIAIOTCA M NIOYEMY. A TIOTOM TIPOCHYI-
Csl M BbILIEN M3 YEJIHOKA, KOTOPhIi HOCTaBWI HX Ha MECTO.

Iloka OH el€ He OYeHb XOpOlIO YMEET BOCTIPUHMMATb U
MOChUIAaTh MBIC/IH, XyXe DU M3ii, XoTs Oo4eHb cTapaeTtcs.
Ho oH ycabluan 10cTaTo4HO, YT06BI 3HATh, YTO 3TO 3UMMOP-
pa, TiaHera, ¢ KoTtopoil mpwieteau Tupo u Mep. OHa He
OYEeHb OTJMYAaeTcsi OT 3eMJH, OH M JJUIM BIOJIHE MOIYT
ObILIATh €€ BO3OYXOM U XMThb 3[€Chb, XOTSA MHOTOE U KaXeTcs
Yy XKHUM.

Tenepsb 3aropopuna Bwin. «OHHU XOTAT, YTOOBI Mbl BEPHY-
JUch B pakeTy. JIJis Hac NPUNOTOBJIEHO IPYroe MecTo, — OHa
yka3azia Ha Tupo 1 Mep. — Mbl HeKoTopoe BpeMsl IpobyaeM
TaM — C OCTJIbHbIMM KOLIKaMH, — JIOO y NE€BOYKM cJierka
HaMmopuwicsi. — OHM CYUTAIOT, YTO MBI MOXEM 3arpsA3HHUTb
HMX MHp».

«3arpsi3HUTh MX Mup?» — nogyman xxuM. QH He O4YeHb
MOHMMaJ, YTo 3T0 3HA4yuT. Ho yXe €N Hazag K YEJTHOKY.
[Ipuka3 Tupo 3By4an ctporo. Cuas Ha MSTKOM oy pPyOKH
ynpasieHusi, JIXuUM crapajics IymMaTb YETKO, OTOTHaTh Gec-
MOKOWCTBO, YYBCTBO YyXIOCTH 3Toro Mupa. Heckonbko
MTHOBEHHI, HECMOTpSI Ha NpHUCyTcTBHe D Mbait u Tupo,
€My ObUIO OYEHb IUIOXO.
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YeHOK COBEpIIMI pe3KOi NMOALEM, OT KOTOPOro CBEJIO
BHYTPEHHOCTH: BCE€ pPaBHO YTO B JIM(TE, KOTOPBIi NOJHHUMA-
ercsi caumKoM Obictpo. IToToM ¢ NErKMM TOTYKOM CHOBa
NpU3SMITIWICH.

Koraa Ha 3toT pa3 TMpo OTKpBIT JIIOK, OHU YCJIBILIATH
LIYM CWIbHee J100oro Betpa. Ciblliasioch MsiyKaHbe, BOpYa-
HMe, LIMMEHHWe, DJUTH 3acMesylach M TOMNoJi3fia K JIIOKY.
JleBo4Ka BBIIVISIHY/IA HAPYXY M LIHPOKO PacKpBITHIMH IJla3a-
MM OIVITHyNach Ha JIXumy.

— Hukorma B XM3HH He BHIeJA CTOJNILKO Koluek! —
CepbE3HO cKa3aja oHa. — HX TYT COTHH.

Ona ObICTPO HMcYe3sna B JIIOKe, Terepb HacTajda odepedb
Jxuma. OH NPOTHCHYJICA B IBEpb U 3aMep. Diuth Maii Obu1a
coBepllieHHO npaBa. OH CTOsU1 nocpeau Mops Kolek. Bcex
LIBETOB, BCE€X pasME€poB M Mnopoa: CHAMCKHE, NEPCHICKUE,
KOPOTKOLIEPCTHBIE U TaAKHE, KAKMX OH HUKOIAa He BHIE, —
TaK CTPAHHO OHHM BBITJIAAAT. BbUTo MHOTO Marepeii ¢ IeTbMH,
OHH COOMpPaTH KOTSAT BOKPYT ce0sl M cepAUTO LIMNENH, KOoraa
npHOIMXKAJIMCh 4YyXaKM; TIIOMyB3pOCHble KOTATA, XyOble H
TOJICThIE KOLUKH.

Ilepen HUMHM CTOSUIO KAaKOe-TO HEBBICOKOE 3laHHE; BO
BCSIKOM ciydae JIXMMy OHO NOKA3aJloCh HEBBICOKMM, XOTS
U1 KO’OTOB OHO HaBepHSIKAa o4eHb Gosbioe. VI cHOBa OT/IH-
4Yusi B pa3Mepax 3JaHUil HalIOMHWIM MaJb4YHKYy, KaK JajieKo
OHM OT BCEro 3HAKOMOTO M NMPHUBLIYHOTO.

B Omxaiiliee U3 TAKUX 3MaHHI BIHBAICS NMOTOK — LIKHPO-
Kasi pexa Kouek. [1o BHELITHUM KpasAiM WIECTBHS CTOSUTH CaMH
KO’0Tbl. JIXMM He MOT YJIOBHTb X MBICIIH, HO OBUT yBEpEH,
YTO OHM YCNOKAMBAIOT M HaNpaBIAIOT OeXeHIEB.

Hepaneko or 3 Mbdit cugena Kowka-Math. Tolnas
nécTpas KOWIKA, C IPSI3HOH LIEPCThIO; OHA He ObUla moxoxa
Ha JoMalllHee XHMBOTHOe, cKopee ObUla Ha 3emiie rojIogHoMi
6ponsiroil. Tenepb oHa cobpasa BOKpYr ceOsi TPOMX CBOMX
KOTSIT M CepAMTO WIMIIENIa, KOraa NMpoXoAsiliHe KOLIKH CMOT-
PeJIM He Heé.

Mep nerko BLIMPHITHY/IA U3 YETHOKA, NMOAOLIUIA K NECTPOM
KOLWIKE M KOCHYJIaCh HOCOM Hoca OecrOKOHHOW MaTepH.
IToroM noaHsIa YEPHOro KOTEHKA 3a LIMBOPOT, TaK YTO OH
MOBHMC B BO3JyXe, pa3MaxuBasi TOHEHbKHMHM JlankaMHu. Mats

60



B3sU/Ia phDKero KOTEHKa, a D Maii nogobpana ocrasiero-
¢, cepo-6enoro.

— Ilouumn! — cxoMaHmoBaia oHa JxuMy. — OHH XOTAT
OYHMCTHTb BCEX KOLIEK OT 6JIoX M NMpoYMX HaceKoMbix. U
no3aboTATcss 0 paHEHbIX H GOJIBHBIX.

bnoxu 1 HacexoMble! [IXHM cierka Bo3MmyTiuics. OH co-
BEPLIEHHO YHCT. A MoXeT, HeT? OH B3IJIAHYJl Ha Ipsi3Hbie
MSATHA Ha cBoei OOyBH M JXuHcax. MoxeT, 1)1 KO’OTOB OH
NPOCTO OTBPATHUTEJILHO IPA3CH.

WM npHIIUIOCh OMYCTHTBLCS HAa YETBEPEHBKH, YTOObLI NpO-
JIe3Th B ABepb 30aHUs. A BHYTpH...

JIxuM HcImycTH cabblii HEeroaylolMii 3ByK, O4eHb IOXO-
XMii Ha Bo3miackl mpoTecTa Kouek. IloroMy 4to 4bH-TO
PYKH... HET, HE PYKH... KPENKO, HO He GOJILHO CXaJlu ero.

OH nonwITajCd BBIPBaThCS, HO He CMOT. MeTaJutnuecKas
MalllMHa, HallOMHMHawpllas nayka (Mo KpaiHeil Mepe nam y
He€ He MeHble, YeM Yy TayKa, CMATeHHO ayMain JIxiM),
MPOYHO yAepXHuBaja ero. KoHeYHOCTb, Moxoxas Ha Kiell-
HIO, CXBaTWIAa €ro TEHHHMCKY, MOrjagwia TKaHb, a TIOTOM Ha
Heil BBIPOCIHM OCTpble Kpas, KOTOpBIE pa3pe3ad OxeXay
MaIbYHMKA Ha nojiockl. CoBepllieHHO rojioro JIXKnMa CyHY/H B
TecHOe NMoMellleHHe, H 3a HUM 3axXJIonmHynach aBepb. U mpe-
XJe 4eM OH CMOT BHIPa3MTh NPOTECT, €ro OKYTaJl TEIUIbIH
BO3[lyX CO CTPaHHbBIM 3aIlaXxoM.

[Toxoxe Ha Bo3aylUHBIA Ayw, noayman oH. CTeHBl oTpac-
THJIH MHOXECTBO CTEpXHeMH, KaXablii 3aKAaHYUBAJICA MSITKOM
MOAYLIEYKOH, 3TH MOAYLIEYKH TEPIAH €ro TeJo, E€pOLIWIH
BOJIOCHI, TIPUIVIAXXHBAJIM, CHOBA BIbEPOLIHBAJIH.

OnpaBMBIINCL OT HEOXHIAHHOIO HamaleHHs, MaJIbYHK
Tenephb MPOCTO CNOKOMHO XIajl, NOKA MalIMHbI NpoAENaloT
cBol0 paboTy, M Jaxe MNoAyMasi, KAKMM oOpa3oM MallMHa
TOMBITAETCS PACIUIECTH IUIOTHBIE KOCHYKH Iyt Maii. OH He
COMHEBAJICA, YTO C Heil NMpoAesbIBAIOT TO Xe, YTO M C HUM.

Bckope HOBbIH MOTOK BO34yXa, Ha 3TOT pa3 NMpoxIaaHeH U
C IpYTMM 3amaxoM, OKYTaJl ero Teio. 3aTeM IBepb SALIMKA
pacnaxHynach, JIKHM NMPHHSAJI 3TO KakK NpMIJIallleHHE M BbI-
ToJI3 Hapyxy.

ITaykoo6pa3Has MaiumMHa xnana ero. Ho Ha aToT pa3 oHa
€ro He CXBaTWIa, a HaoOOpOT, NMPOTHAHYyJa KOHEYHOCThb C
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KaKo#-TO NMyILIMCTON Belnblo. BHavane [XuM mogymain, 4ro
3TO NOJIOTEHILle, HO, BCTPSAXHYB, OOHapyXWl, YTO IEPXUT
KOCTIOM CTpaHHOTO BMAa: 6€3 pyKaBoB, AJIMHOM HO KOJICH,
CAENaHHBIA U3 TOJICTOTO IUTIOLIA, ITOXOXEro Ha wepcTh. XM
HATSIHYJI €r0 ¥ 06GHapyXil, YTO TKaHb pacTATHBAeTCs, IUIOT-
HO o0Jieraer TeJI0 M HACTOJIBKO JIErKa, YTO KAaXeTCs BTOpoM
Koxeii. Huiero nogo6Horo oH HUKoraa He HaaeBal. KocTioM
pacXolWics Ha IPYAH, H HUKAKOM 3acCTEXKM He Halwtock. Ho
MalllMHa-TIayK CJIOBHO NOHSUIA €TI0 3aTpydHEHHe, poOOT Mpo-
TAHYN PYKY M IUIOTHO NpuXan Kpas oaexiabl. OHH
COEIHHWINCH A TaK H OCTAJIHUCh. /IKMM HEMHOro MNMO3KCIe-
PHMMEHTHPOBAJI U OOHApPYXWI, YTO pe3KO NMOTAHYB, MOXET
pPacKpbITh KOCTIOM, a HaXHMasl Ha COeAHHEHHE, MOXET H
3aKpBITh €T0.

— Jlyywle MOJIHMM, — 3aMeTWI OH BCJyX, MOHSB, KakK
HeHCTBYET 3aCTEXKA.

OH ocmoTpercd. [ToTok Kxollek, BMeCTe ¢ HUM BOLIEALLIMi
B 3JaHHe, Kyla-To noaepaics. Jaxe D He ObUIO BHIHO.

OrkauuissBUINCh, JIXKMM CHOBa 3aroBopwi. «3OJUIM, TIe
ThI?»

— 3nech, — OEeBOYKA TIOABWIACh B APYTOM KOHLE 3aia.
XoTa Ha CTeHaX BHAHEIHCh HeOOJbIINE KOHTYPHl IPYTHX
BXOJOB B INOMELICHHE, Telepb BCEe BXOAbl OBUIM TNPOYHO
3aKpBITHI. [IXKMM MHTHYII.

DM BHINISAAEIA COBeplieHHO NMo-HoBoMy. Bce mo Toro
IUIOTHO 3aIUIETEHHBIE KOCHYKH PACITyCTWIHCh, BOJIOCHI CTOSI-
JIM ABIOOM, CJIOBHO KaXIyl0 KOCHYKY CHayajia pacITyllIMIH, a
MOTOM MOCTaBW/IM BEPTHKUIbLHO. TOHEHbKHE PYKH M HOTH, He
TOJIEe, YeM Y MAlMHbI-NayKa, ObLUTH OOHaXeHbl, KaK H -y
Hero, Aa W KOCTIOM Ha He#l ObUI TOYHO TaKO# Xe, TOJNBLKO
APYTOIO LBETa — XEJTHIMU.

JleBouka 1acCKOBO MOFJIaAWIa CBOIO OHEXIY.

— Ioxoxe Ha wepcTs. 3TO Mep Bejiena caenaTh MX s
Hac. IIpuardo. IIpuaTHo u MAarko.

— KoMy Benena? — JIxuM HampaBwics K HEH.

— Paboynum MammHaM. OHHU 34ech BCE [ENAlOT: AOMa,
dnaephl, Bc€, YTO HyXHO Ko’oTaM. [IpocTo HYyXHO cecThb U
noayMath, 4To Tebe HyXHO, H OHH caenaloT. [Toinem. A ects
xouy. A ThI?
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DJUTM CXBaTWIA €To 3a PYKY U MoBeJa K apyroi asepu. UM
NPULUIOCHh HHU3KO TPHUTHYThCSA, YTOObI npoitH. Ho BHyTpH
OHH CHOBAa CMOIJIM pacNpSMUTbCA. MHOXeCTBO KolleK C
COCpeOTOYEHHBIM TOJIOOHBIM BHAOM €M — Kaxnas H3
OTAENIbHON MMCOYKH. JIXXHUM BcMOTpesicsl B O/DKai1Iyio MHC-
Ky. TéMHO-KOpHMYHEBOE MECHBO BBIIJISIAENO HE OYEHb
TNPUBJIEKATEIbHO, HO Korga OumM M»sii ckasaia, YTo XO4eT
€CTb, CJIOBHO KTO-TO HaXaJsl KHOIIKY, ¥ J[XXUM cpa3y mouys-
CTBOBAJI, KaKoii mycToli y Hero XuBoT. OH noayMa, CKOJIBbKO
Xe BpeMEeHH TIPOLIUIO C TOi HOYHM, KOTda OH B MOCNEAHUH pa3
MOYXHMHaJl, a NMOTOM OTNPaBWICH Ha NMOUCKH DK Mbaii u
nomnajl B NMPHKIIOYEHHE, KOTOPOE M TeNnepb MHOTIIA KaXeTcs
€My HepeaJlbHbIM.

O Mb3ii yBepeHHO MpollUla MUMO psiia JEJOBHTO Xe-
BaBLIMX KoleK — JIXMM 3aMeTWI, YTO Y KaXnoH M3 HHX
LIEPCTh CBepKaeT TaK Xe, Kak y Tupo, — mnpuBena ero B
Jpyroii KOHell MOMelleHHs M ToKa3aja Ha [OBe YallKH, B
KOTOPBIX 0Ka3aJioCh BOBCe He KOpHYHeBoe MecuBo. Hampo-
THB, Ha KAXIIO# JiexXaya 6ys04Kka CTpaHHOMH GOpMBI, MU U3 HeE
TopYasiM 6UQIUITEKCHI.

Oxum cxsatun ogHy. «Kak Tel Mx pa3no6wsuia?» — crpo-
CWI OH M XagHo oTkycul. He coBcem Kak rambyprep, Ho
BKYCHO; OH 3HEPrHYHO Hayasl XeBaTb.

— A pacckaszana Mep, a oHa Belena MallMHe, — Topao
oTBeTWIA DUt M3ii. — Y HHUX He Takas NHlLA, KaK Yy Hac.
3pech €€ AenaloT MallMHBI. Mep MBITaJlach MHE paccKa3aTh,
HO, HaBEpHOE, A HEJOCTATOYHO 3HAl0, YTOOBI MOHATH, —
ynbibka OeBOYKM 4YyTh mnobiexkna. — S Beab HUKOraa He
y4wiach B 1IKOJIE, XOTS MHoro 3Hawo. He Morna mpocro
OCTaBUTb 0aOyllKy, Koraa HEKOMYy 3a Heil ObUIO MpHUCMOT-
peTb. Mep roBopMT, YTO 3AeCh Mbl MONAEM B LUKONY... OyaeM
YYUTbCSA OyMaTb, YTOObI YMETb YNpaRISITh MaLIMHAMH.

JIXxuM npoxeBan ¥ NporjoTwi. MalinHa, KOTopasi eiaeT
nuury... HaBepHoe, npasna. Kax Muccuc Jlei1, rotopsinas
neyeHbe. ToNbKO TaM XeHLIMHA CMELUMBAIA MYKy, fiilla U
BCE OCTaNbHOE, a 3IECh 3TO AejaeT MaluMHa. Beab y Ko’oToB
HET pyK, KaK y moaei. UM npuxogurcs nojib3oBaThC Malln-
HaMM, Kak JIIoAsIM — HWHCTPYMEHTaMH, YTOObI AeNaTh BELLIH.

Ho — 1yt JIXuM BnepBhie 3arigHyl1 nojaiblile — KakK
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TOIa KO’OTHI CAENIA/IM TIepBbie MAllIHHbBI, Belb Y HUX HET PYK,
YTOOBI AepXaTh KIElIH, OTBEPTKM H APYTHE HWHCTPYMEHTHI?
OH He OyMaeT, YTO MOXHO MbIC/IbIO 3aKPYTUTh BHHT WIM
HM3roTOBHTH MeTaul. Kak Xe OHHM CMOIMIM cliejlaTh MallHHBI?
KoHe4YHO, OH YUTaNl paccKa3bl O TOM, YTO MOXHO M3TOTOBUTH
po6oTa, KOTOPHIH H3TOTOBHUT APYToro po6ora, a TOT TPETHETO,
M TaK ganee. B 3tom ecTh cMbicn. OH Takke BEepWI, 4YTO
KO’OTBI MOTYT OTHATh MBICJIEHHbIH NMPHKa3, U MAlIMHbI OyayT
paboTaTh [ HUX. YTo-HHOYab Bpoae KOMILIOTEPOB, TOJIBKO
paboraloT mo MbicieHHOMy npHkasy. Ho Beap ¢ dero-to
HYXHO ObUto HayaTh. M Kak Bc€-TakM mnosBWIach camas
neppasi MalmnMHa? MoxeT, OH y3HaeT 06 3TOM B LIKOJE, O
KOTOpO# ropopwia Dy Mbaii.

OHH NPUKOHYWIH raMGyprepsl, KOTopble OLUTH He COBCEM
ramMOyprepsl, ¥ JIKUM npemyioxui, 4To6sl Jiwtn Mait nonpo-
6oBajIa MOJYYHUTh MOPOXEHOIO... WIH KOKH...

— Hano nonpocuts Mep, — neBoyka oOMM3bIBAJIA NAJb-
ubl. — BoT 3Ta MalllMHa... — OHA yKa3ajla Ha KBaJpaTHbIH
METAUIMYECKHii UMK Y CTeHbl. PsioM ¢ HUM ctosiia Mep.
O Mbaii nopolwia K Heil M MOCMOTpeJia B rojyObie IVia3za
Ko’oTa. JIXX1M HeJIOBKO TMOLIEBEIWI IUle4aMH, MEXOBOI Koc-
TIOM IUIOTHO TpMJierasl K TeJly ¥ JIETKO MOAAaBaJICH ABHKEHHUSIM.
Tax MHOTO HYXHO NMOHATb OXHOBpeMeHHO. U... 3TH MBICIEH-
Hble NMPUKA3bI BbI3LIBAIM €10 Oecrnokolicreo. EMy He HpaBwiach
MBICJIb O TOM, YTO JI060# KO’OT MOXET HACTPOMUTLCA Ha €ro
MO3T... CJIOBHO OH TE€JIEBU30p HWJIH YTO-TO TaKoe...

Mep nosepHysa rojioby K MainHe. IIpon3olio kakoe-To
IBIDKEHHME Ha YPOBHe Nojia, U DUt Maii focTana U3 OTKPBIB-
Hierocsi BHU3y SIIMKAa OBE YalIKH M NMOBEPHYJAch K HEMY C
LIMPOKOM YJIBIOKOIA.

— Hy, napeHs, Ha 3TO CTOHUT MMOCMOTPETD!

OnHa noctaBWwia nepell HUM OAHY M3 YallleK, H OH YBHIEN
OOJIbLIYIO MOPUHIO YEro-TO MOXOXEro Ha LIOKOJAAHBIN MMy~
JMHI WIM MOPOXEHOE, YyTh NepeoxaXaecHHoe.

— A KaK MBI OyaeM 3TO ecTb? — CNPOCHJI MaJIb4MK. —
Hukakux joxex...

— HasepHoe, MammHa, pa6oraioliasi Ha KO’OTOB, He
MOXET IMPHIyMaTh JIOXKY, — BeceJIo OTBeTWIa DUt Maii. —
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Ho y Hac ecThb najiblbl M A3LIKH... BOCTIONB3yeMCS UMH, — H
OHa CyHY/a JBa Majblia B 9YallIKy, JOCTaja GOJIbLIOH KOMOK
MOPOXEHOIO H C YIOBOJLCTBHEM CYHYJIa €10 B pOT.

2. 3noi zopod

— JloM, HacTodIIMIA OOM, H Toiabko i Hac! Hukaxmx
MPOTEKAIOUIUX KPbIll, HUKAKHUX KPBICHHBIX HOpP, KaK B MOEM
crapoM goMe! — Ouu Mbaii paocTHO 3axyionana B JIaJOLIH.

Ona u IxuMm HaOmomanu 3a paboToif maykooOpa3HBIX
po6oToB. Po6GoTHI AeiicTBOBAIH OYeHb OBICTPO M, KA3aJoCh,
3HAJIM, YTO HYXHO AenaTh, Oe3 BCSAKMX YyKa3aHHMiH KO’OTOB.
CHayajia Ha BBIPOBHEHHYIO IUIOLIAAKY HAJIWIH T0J — HaJH-
M4, Kak ueMeHT. Ho BeumecTBO 3TO 3aTBEpAeno ropasino
6bicTpee moboro 1ieMeHTa. Teneps rpymnna po6oToB BO3BOAM-
Jla CTeHbl, CTaBsd ONHY Ha JpPYIyI0 IUIMTBHI TYCKJIO-CEPOIo
MeTauia, — Ype3BbIYaifHO MHTEPECHDBIE IUIMTHI: Yepe3 MUHYTY
nocye cCoeAMHEHUS HX HEBO3MOXHO ObUIO pa3lesiMTh, KaK HH
nbITafcs.

CTeHbl NOAHHUMAJIHCDH OBICTPO, M B HHX KO€-Te BCTABISUIH
IUIMTBl, Yepe3 KOTOpble MOXHO BHAETb. Bblla M ABephr —
BhILIE TeX, YTo B OPYruMX 3AaHusax; xuM u Dmwm BnonHe
CMOTYT B He€ BXOOUTh, a HE BIIOJI3aTh.

K pebsgram nomoumna Mep. 31o oHa BMecte ¢ Tupo
npuBesa poboroB. [leBouyka NoAHsUIa €€ Ha pPykH, H Mep
onobpuTeNbHO MypiibiKana, Habmionass 3a po6oraMu, U Tép-
Jack 0 non6oponok . Yyt nosxe nosBuics THPO H ¢
yaooB/leTBOpeHUeM oryisiaen pabory. Ho 4€pHbIi Ko’oT fonro
C HHUMH He OCTaBaJICA: TONLKO OGMEHSUICSA B3IIsioM ¢ Mep,
OYEBHIHO, OOBSACHMAS CBOM yxoa, — JIXHM HHYEro He YIOBHII
— W 1uuIb AEPHYJ YXOM B HampamleHHH JIXuMa.

JxuM nepesén apixanue. EMy B mocneqHee BpeMs Ka3a-
Jlock, yTo THpO BCE yallle YXOAMT MO KAKMM-TO 3arao4HbIM
JenaM — 3aragoyHsiM i JIxuma. Kak netm Ha 3emue
YXOIOSIT, OCTARIsisi CBOMX JIOOMMLIEB — KOLIEK H cobak.
Moxert, Teneps IxuM 1 Did M3ii KaK pa3 Takue JIOOGMM-
upl? Dta MBICIL €My COBCEM He MoHpaBwiack. OH cuMTai,
4YTO OHM ApY3bS.
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Jletn yXe TpM OHS HaXoOWIMCh Ha 3UMMOppE U He Tepe-
CTaBaJIM YAMBASATbCA BCE HOBBIM H HOBBIM 4yJecaM.
ITonypoanyaM Ko’0ToB ¢ 3eMJIM OTBEJIM KBAPTUPHI B 3[JaHUH,
KOTOpOe ObUIO NMTOCTPOEHO 3apaHee. bonblylo YacTh BpeMEHH
3TH KOIIKHM NPOBOAWIH, COOMpasichb HEOOMBIINMH TPYIINIaMH;
NMPUCTATBHO, HE MUTasi CMOTPEJIM OHH Ha KO’OTa, CHIEBIIETO
OOBIYHO B LEHTpPe Takod rpynnsbl. JXHUM 3HalI, YTO OHHU
Pa3srOBapMBAlOT MBICJIEHHO, HO OH MCIIBITHIBAN TPEBOXHOE
YYBCTBO, NPOXOAS] MHMO TaKHMX MOJYaIMBLIX rpynn. Kowku
HHUKOTJa He CMOTpEJIM Ha Hero, Ho €My Ka3aJloCh, YTO OHH
TOBOPSIT O HEM — O HEM M o6 D Moaii.

O npouUIOM Y MHOTHX 3€MHBIX KOLIEK OCTAJIHCh TSDKEJIbIE
BOCTIOMHHMHAHHA. Y HHX €CTb BeCKHEe OCHOBaHMS He JIOOUTD
moaei. U 4To OHM OyMaloT o ABYX JIOASTX, PUBE3EHHBIX C
HUMHU? A Belb OHU C DJUIH €AUHCTBEHHbIE «IIOAW» HAa 3TOM
IUIaHETe.

OJuH Xe ObLIa NMpOCTO cyYacT/IMBa. Y He€ He ObUIO HHKa-
KHX COMHEHHIi: yIMBHUTEJIbHOE MPHKIIOYEHHE, NMPEeKpaCHBIH
MHp, TAaKOM Xe XOpOolIMH, KaK [OM, O KOTOpOM Bceraa
ropopwia 6abymika. Ho JIXMM pasMBIILUISUT — M HEMHOIO
TpeBoxwics. Kollki BCc€ BpeMs CIeAWIH 3a HUM, a THpo OH
yXe AaBHO He BHAed. Tonbko Mep Bcerma oKa3bIBajlach
pSNOM, KOIJa HyXHO ObUlo «HagyMmaTh» eny. Koe-yro u3
3aKa3aHHOIO JJUTH MMEJIO CTPaHHBbIM BKYC, HO OH €] BCE.

W ManbyuKy NOCTOSIHHO He CHiaeNoch Ha Mecte. Heckoob-
KO pa3 OH IIbITAICH YHTH, HO KAXABIA pa3 CJOBHO HHOTKYIa
MOSAB/ISUICA KO’OT M MBICJIEHHO O4Y€Hb CTPOIo coofluaji, 4Tro
JeTH OOJDKHBI OCTaBaTbesl Ha MecTe. [IKHUM CTall IUIOXO CIaTh
no HoyaM. HaBepHoe, Bo BpeMsi JOJIroro cHa Ha kKopabne
OTHOXHYJI, U TeNnepb €My TPYAHO OBbUIO TNMO-HacTOSILIEMY YC-
Tatb. OH Jlexasn Ha MaTpalax — NMOCTeIH KO’OTOB — U JyMaJl.

Po60THl OTHOBpeMEHHO MHTEPECOBAIH H Myrauu ero. OH
MHOTAA MbITAICA — a DJUIM ell€ Yallle — 3aCTaBUTh MalIMHY
caenaTtb yTo-HUO6yab. Ho HM omHa M3 MalIMH He obpalnana Ha
aeteii BHUMaHuA. [XXUM pasMBILUISUI, YTO NPOU30MIET, €CNH
OH TaK M He HayyuTcs 3aKa3blBaTh Nuuay. ECJIM TONBKO
KO’OThI MOTYT YNpaB/IATh MallMHAMH, UM JierKo 6yner yaep-
XMBaTh HX C DJUIM 30eCh B IUIEHY...

— Tebe, xaxeTcs, 3meCh He HpaBUTCA? — Ge3MATEXHBIA
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rojioc DM npepBan OecrniokoiftHble Mbicau Ixuma. — Ho
TYT Xe TaK xopoiuo. Takoro xopouero foMa i HHKOrJa He
BUOena! — AeBoYKa cepawiach Ha Hero. [locMoTpeB Ha Dy,
JIXHUM 3aMeTWI, 4YTO OHa BHIMSATWIA HHXKHIOW ryoy.

— Ho 310 Beap He Hall AOM, — MeIJIEHHO NPOIOBOPMII
OH, AyMasi, MOXHO JIH NMOIETUTLCS CBOUM OecrnoKONCTBOM ¢
Onnu. OHa cYHMTaeT, YTO BCE XOPOLIO, M C CAaMOT0 Hayajla TaK
cYMTaa.

— Kak 310? Mep cka3ana MHe, YTO 3TOT JAOM TOJIbKO AJif
Hac. Ero crnierianibHO NnocTpowin 6oJbllle OCTAbHbBIX, YTOOBI
Mbl MODJIM BXOAMTh. KOHe4yHO, 3TO Haul aoMm!

— Ho He MbI mpHKa3ajiM ero NocTpoMTb, a KO’OTBI, —
JIXuM nbiTajici HAWTH HYXHbIE CJIOBAa, BLIPA3HUTh CBOE OLIY-
LIeHHe, YTO OHM He MpHHALJIeXaT 3TOMy MHPY. — MBI Aaxe
MUY He MOXEM MOJYYHThb, ccii Mep He nmogyMaeT ob 3ToM,
a [0 TOro Thl MOUUIEWIb Mep Mbicab. MBIL... — OH yKa3ajl Ha
TPYNIbl KOLIEK, HANPSOKEHHO CYLIABUIMX CBOMX HHCTPYKTO-
poB. — HUKTO Ha Hac He oOpallaeT BHUMaHHs, HaC HHYEMY
He y4aT.

— A 3TO MOTOMy, YTO HacTosllas LIKOoJIa ell€ He Haya-
JNach, — OBICTpO OTBeTWIa M. — Mep obellana, YTo Mol
BCEMY HaydHMCS.

IIxuM HeBeceno 3aép3aj. Po6oThl yXe 3aKOHYWIH BO3BO-
OUTh cTeHbl noMa. Temepb 4YeThipe poOoTa 3aHSJIHCH
Kpbllleki-KynojioM. Kynos ckiaabiBajicsl U3 CEKIHif, KOTOpbie
po6OThl HCKYCHO COEAMHSJIM APYT C APYTOM.

ConHue, Takoe SIpKOe YTPOM, TNOCTENEHHO CKpPLUIOCH 3a
MOJIOCAMH CBETJIO-3e/IEHBIX o6sakoB. IlomHsICS CWIbHBINM
BeTep. KOLIKM pacXogwiHCh MO COCEAHHM JoMaM, KaXnas
Tpynna mnpoaookaja AepXaTbCAd BO3jie KO’OTa, OYEBHIHO,
OTBEYaIollero 3a Hee.

Ynano HeckoJIbKO KPYNHBIX Kamnesib, TPOMKO IpPOCTy4aB-
LIMX MO TOJNBKO YTO MOCTPOEHHOMY AOMY.

— Ilouwmu! — nmoTrsHyna ero Dwid. — byaeus cTosTh Ha
JNoXJae WIH BONOELIL B COOCTBEHHbIH JOM?

3a3BeHen MeTayul. PoGOTHI-Mayku BBINOA3IH M, HE OIIfA-
AOblBasich, HampaBHUJHCh K TIJaBHOMY 3JaHHIO. JIXHM
3aToponwics K ABEpH, B KOTOpo# yXe Mcuye3na DJuiH.

OH ayMas, YTo BHYTPM HECMOTPSl Ha OKHa OyleT TeMHo,
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NOTOMY YTO MOLIEN CHIbHBIM JOXAb, H KAaIUTH TPOMKO CTyYa-
JIM no Kpbiwie. OQHAKO B JOME 0Ka3aJloCh JOBOJIBHO CBETJIO,
TYCKJIBIH H 3eJICHOBAThbIii CBET MCXOAWI OT caMHuX cTeH. U B
3TOM cBeTe XXMM OCMOTpeJl eAUHCTBEHHYIO KOMHATY.

Tam ObUTH JBe NMPUNOAHSTHIE TWIATHOPMBI, OJHA Y JICBOM
CTEeHHl, OlHA y mpaBoii. Ha HUX NexXxanu cnajbHble MaTpaLbl
Ko’oToB. YacTh AanbHeil CTeHbl 3aHUMaJl 3KpaH, TEMHBIHA
CPAaBHHUTEJIbHO CO CBETSILIUMHUCS CTEHAMH.

O M3ii oTKpbUIa ABeplly B cTeHe, M JIXXKUM yBHIET TaM
TOYHO TAaKOE X€ TeCHOe NMOMEeUICHHE, KAK TO, B KOTOPOM €ro
YHUCTWIH B TNEPBBIH ACHB.

IMuieBoit MalIMHBI He ObU10 BUOAHO. HaBepHoe, mns enbl
HYXHO XOAMWTb B APYroe 3laHHe.

Bonbiue Bcero [IxxuMa 3aMHTepecoBas1 GONBLIONH 3KpaH Ha
cteHe. OH NMPOBEJN pyKoil MO ero Magkoi NMOBEPXHOCTH. 3TO
He oKHO. M Ha nuiueByo MauiMHy He noxoxe. Yro xe 3To?

— BT0 obyyalolmii 3KpaH!

JIxuM pe3ko obGepHyncs. Dim Mbaii cunena Ha BhIOpaH-
HO# €10 TOCTENH, pSAoM ¢ Heit — Mep. JdeBouka rmagwna
LIepCTh KO 0Ta, Ia3a e€ ObUIM NMosy3akpbiThl. Kak 6yaTo oHa
caMa KOLIKa, KOTOpPYIO MagsT. JKMM MOYTH OXHUAAN YCIIbI-
LIaThb €€ MYpJIbIKAHbE.

— OO6yyalolmmii 3KkpaH?

— Mpbl Xe Tymble, — cKa3zana O Mbaii, ckazana Tak,
CJIOBHO €€ 3TO BOBce He OecriokouT. — KoTsATa, poXnascs, H
TO 3HalT Gonbuie Hac. U nymaeM MBI — no-apyromy. [loa-
TOMy HaM HYXHO Koe-4eMY Hay4yuThCs, MNpexiae 4eM Mbl
noiaéM B MX WKoay. BoT 4yTto MBI Oynem nenars.

— A xaK 3710 paboraer? — JIXxuM paccepawicad. Y Imuim
Mb>ii Bceraa ecTb OTBeT, H OOBIMHO NMpPABWJIbHLINA, a OH JaXe
goragaTbCs HE MOXeT.

— OH paboraer, Koraa Thl AyMmaellb... npaBwibHO. Ho
3TOMY Hay4YMThci TPYAHO. Mpl morpeHupyeMcs. CMOTpH,
ceifyac 3To caenaer Mep.

JXx1M oTcko4ymn oT 6onbluoro 3KkpaHa. OH 6oJblie He 6bUT
nmycTeiM ¥ TEMHbIM. [lo HeMy noGexanu ObICTpbie LIBETHbIE
nuHuM. OHHU CITMBANKCh APYT C JPYTOM H BCKOpe NMpHOOpenn
y3HaBaeMble OYEepTaHMs. Y3HaBaeMble, HO BCE Xe€ CTPaHHO
HCKaXEHHDbIE, CIOBHO BUIMMbIE MO IPYTHM YTJIOM.
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JIxuM yBUAEN KycouyeK 3eMJIH — MyCThIpb 32 AOMOM CBOMX
NPUEMHBIX POJIMTEJIEH, NOJIHbIH Mycopa, OCTaBI€HHOTO JIIOAb-
MH, KOTOpble CHOCWJIH CTapbiii 1OM. IUMEHHO TaM OH BrepBbIe
Bctpetun Tupo, Mep M DOmwm. BumHa Opbia gaxe rpyna
crapblX JOCOK, COPHSIKH, BXO4 B IOrped, B KOTOPOM OH H
DJUIH OTBICKMBAIH BellM Ha NMpOAAXY.

He ycnen Manbyuk y3HaTbh 3TO MECTO, KaK CHOBA MNOSIBH-
nuch nonocel. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 oH yBuOen He 3eMiio, a
CBEXHIl U MyCTOM MMp, KaKMM MOKa3ajlaCb €My Ha TNepBbIH
B3NS4 3UMMoppa.

JxuM nepeBén B3mIsAA Ha Mep, KoTopas cuiaena Henoi-
BHXKHO, OXBaTMB KOHYMKOM XBOcTa Jjianbl. OHa cMoTpesia He
Ha Hero, He Ha DJUIH, a Ha 3KpaH. OHHM BHIE/IH €€ «MbICIIb».

Tak Hayasioch MX oOydyeHHMe. DUtH Maii oka3anack Gonee
4YeM TMpaBa: YYUTbCSl OBbUIO TPYAHO, OYeHb TpPyaHO. [IXuUM
HMHOTA CHAEN Ha CBOEH MOCTENH M B OTYaSHUM OWI KyJlaKaMH
MO MaTpallaM, YBepeHHBIH, YTO HUKOIIa He CMOXET BbI3BaThb
Ha 3KpaHe HUYero, KpoMe NMyTaHMLbI UBETHbIX nojioc. [ono-
Ba y Hero Gosnena, cie3uBliMecs ra3a xmo. HaBepHoe, eciu
6b1 He DM, oH Obl caancd. Ho oHa crapanacek M30 Bcex cui,
M eMy CTBIIHO OBUIO caaBaThCA.

C Omnu paborania Mep, nHorza npuxoaun U Tupo, xotd
o6a Ko’0Ta MOMOTraJii HEOXOTHO W HacTaMBAIM HAa TOM, YTO
ETH BCEMY JOJDKHbI HayYWThCH CaMH: IBepb MO3ra MOXeET
OTKPBITb TOJIBKO TOT, KOMY NPHHAIJIEXHUT MO3T.

dns IxuMa yueHue npeBpaTWIOCh B M3MAThIBaIOLIEe Cpa-
xeHue. OH ew€ Gonplue paccTpowics, Koraa DUIH HaKOHel
npoM3Besia caMa, 6e3 MOCTOPOHHEH INOMOLIM, KAPTHHY Ha
akpaHe. OH AyMaJl, YTO MOSIBUTCS KAaKoe-TO 3eMHOe M300pa-
XEHHe; HO Ha 3KpaHe DJUIM H300pa3wia JMHHUIO XOJIMOB Haj
KOJIbILIYIIEHCS TPaBOi — TO, YTO OHH YBMJEIH NPH NMEPBOM
B3I/IsiAe Ha HOBbI MHp. OH oTyagHHO 3aBMaoBaa eil. Ho
HMMEHHO 3aBHCTb NMOOYAMIA eT0 K elli€ 60JbINM yecHInsIM. OH
nepecTay CYATaTh AHU — OHM NPOCTO €JIM, a KOraa NpUXoaHu-
JIo BpeMsi — chajii Ha cBoMx IUiaTr¢opmax. Ho Bcé Bpems
JIxuM GBbUT HCMIOJIHEH PELIMMOCTH: Ha 3TOT pa3 OH JOOBETCH,
noxaxer Omwid, Mep u Tupo, 4To U OH MoXeT!

Manbyuk enBa 3amedyal,. YTO IPYNIKH KOlleK, cObHpaB-
LIMecsl BOKPYT HHCTPYKTOPOB-KO OTOB, KAXIblil pa3, KaK OHU
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NPUXOOWIHN NMOECTb, CTAHOBWJIMCh BCE MeHblle. Y cTpaHHBINH
NPUBKYC B mnullle Gonblie He yyBcTBoBaiIcA. IloroM JIxum
3aMETWI, YTO PYKH H HOTH y DJUTH OOJbllle He Xyable, H JIULO
y He€ OKpYIJIWIOChH.

Kaxnsplit ieHb poOOThl YMCTWIH HX KOCTIOMBI U3 Mexa, a
MOXET, BO3Bpalllali HOBblE, CBEXHE, NPHUSITHO MaxHyLIHeE.
Bno6GaBok netsiM nanu oOyBb, MeXOBasl LUIKYpKa M3 TOJICTOIO
IUTIOLIa TMOKPBIBaJia HOTH MOYTH A0 KOJICH, BHU3Y NIEpexols B
MOAOLIBBI, KOTOPhIE HE JaBAJIM KaMelIKaM Ha Joporax lLapa-
NnaTh HOTH.

W HakoHell HACTYNWI JeHb, Korga IKuM cMor BOCIpou3-
BECTH HA 3KpaHe CBOIO NEPBYIO YETKYIO KAPTHHKY. O6bIryHas
KapTHHA — KOMIUIEKC 3aHMit BOKpYT UX n1oMa. Ho oH caenan
3TO CaMOCTOSATENIbHO U HANOJITO CMOT yaepXaTb €€ Ha 3K-
paHe.

ITony4yus 6a3oBble 3HaHUSA, DJUTH H JIXXHUM CMOIJIH nepeii-
TH Ha CJeaylouylo cTyneHb obydeHus. M 3to okasanoch
ropasio HHTEpecHee.

— BriIxonsl B nojie, — cka3ai caM cebe JxuM, BCnoMHUHast
CBOIO TIPOUUIYIO, Ka3aBLIYyIOCs Tellepb TaKoil Han€Koil u He-
3HAYUTEJILHOM, XH3Hb.

BMecTe ¢ HECKOJILKUMM OETEHBILIAMH KO’OTOB U KOLIKa-
MH-0eXXeHLlaMH IE€TH CeJii B HEOObIYHYIO MalllMHYy, KOTopas
MOJHSIaCh B BO3AyX H TMoJieTeJa Hal TMOBEPXHOCTHIO IUIa-
HETBHI.

B 3Toii MallMHe OHHM COBEpIIAIH TOJETHI OT ropoja-
nopra. Y 3TH ypoKH pasHUTENIbHO OTIMYAIKCh OT TeX, KaKue
JxuM nomy4yan paHsiie. Heo6xoauMo 6GBUIO BHHMATEJBLHO
HabmonaTh ¥ 3aIOMMHATh BCE€ NMOJPOOHOCTH YBHAEHHOro. A
KOTZAa BO3Bpallla/INCh, OH JOJDKEH ObUT BOCNIPOM3BOAMTHL Ha
3KpaHe Bc€, YTo 3amoMHWI. TpebGoBannch Meabyaiflliie Moa-
po6bHocTH, U BcKope JIXMM HayajJl MNMOHMMaTh, YTO BCIO
MPEeABIAYLIYIO XHU3Hb CMOTpEJl Ha MHp, HO NO-HacTosllieMy
He Buaea ero. OH oOpalajJl BHUMaHHe Ha KpyTHbIe JeTallH,
HO MHOTHE MeJIKME NMOIPOOHOCTH YCKOJb3aJii OT Hero. Te-
nepb HYXHO ObUIO BHAETb JIUCTbSI, HACEKOMBIX — BCE, 4YTO
BIOCJIEACTBUH MOIJIO Obl 3aBEpLUUTh MBLICJICHHYIO KAPTHHY.

OH yuwicsi, ¥ Habmiofas 3a TOBapHLIAMH MO OOYYEHHIO.
HexoTopble 3aMeyalid Takue NMOoApPOGHOCTH, KOTOPbIX HUKTO
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Apyroii He 3aMeTwi. OH BCKOpe y3HaJl, YTO DJUIH He JI06HUT
HEKOTOPBIX HAaCEKOMBIX, H B €€ H300paXKeHHH Ha 3KpaHe OHHU
BLITJISIAC/IM GoJbllle U OTBpaTHTEIbHEH, YeM B €ero BOCIIOMU-
HaHusX. C Apyroi CTOpoHbI, €€ JIMCThS M LIBETHI NpeaCTaBaIH
B MeJIbYaHLIMX MOAPOOHOCTX, OHH C KAXAbIM pa3oM CTaHO-
BWINCh BCE IpeKpacHee.

CamMoro [Ixxuma MHTepecoBaJIH KAMHHU; OH He MOT o0bsic-
HUTb modyeMy. Ho 4yacto Manpuyuk mnpuHOCHA ¢ coboii
Pa3HOLIBETHbIE KAMELIKH M PacKJIabIBaJ HX Y30pOM MO MOJY.
Moxer, cpeAHd HHX NMoMajajiich U aparoueHHble? He anmMa3ssl
WIH M3YMpYAbl — HUYEro NMoaoOHOro, HO, MOXeT, TaKHe, O
KakuMX B ero MHpe He 3HalOT. EMy HpaBWIOCH BBICTaBUTH
KaKoi-HMOyab TaKO# KaMellleK Ha COJIHLE, U TOT MEHSUT LIBET
OT PO30BOIO IO MAacC/ISHO-XEITOIO H, Ka3aJloch, HaKarUTMBAI
B INyOMHE CBET, KaK MaJleHbKas JlaMIa.

B ropax, MMMO KOTOpbIX NpoOJieTajla HX MAlLIHHA, HMEJIMCh
nelepbl. Ho X0’0Thl He NO3BOJISJIM TaM BHIXOAMTh M3 MalllH-
Hbl. HanpoTuB, OHY yKa3biBalM Y4€HHKAM, KAKMX MECT ClieyeT
n3berath, Yero omnacatbcs. HanpuMep, pacTeHHii, KoTopble
3y0LaMH MOAHHUMAJIMCh N0 OTKOCY M BAPYT, K yXacy DIUIH,
BbIOpachIBAJIM MET/IIO, KAK KOBOOIi 1acco, M XBaTalld MpoJe-
TalollMe MMMO CYLIECTBa.

WM nokasaiy ¥ TpoImbl M NpeaynpeaIId o6 HX OaCHOCTH.
«Kak 6yaro 6onblias Kypula TyT NpolUla», — 3aMeTHJa B
nepBulii pa3 A Maii. Ho HHCTpyKTOp-KO’OT mnokasaj Ha
3KpaHe CoBceM He Kypuly. YTO-TO HacTOJILKO yXacHoe, YTO
XMy TaKoe MOIVIO IPHCHHUTBLCA TOJILKO B KollMape. XKaba,
silepylia U KpoKogW1 — Bcé BMecTe. K cyacThlio, 3aBepHIIH
HX, 3THX YyJOBHLI 3leCh COBCeM HeMHoro. 1 oHu Hukoraa
He YXOOST AaJeKO OT OMYTOB C TEMHOM, IUIOXO NaxHyulei
BOZO#, HaJl KOTOPLIMH HEHAJOJIo 3aBHCajla UX MalIMHA.

Ilepen nareiM nonéroM XXMM 3aMeTH KaKoe-TO ocoboe
BO30yXIeHHEe CBOMX ITyLIMCThIX CIIYTHMKOB. Hekotopnie riy-
XO pBIY&JIM, CJIOBHO YYSUIM ONAacCHOCTb, ropa3no 6oibllylo,
yeM Xa6pl-siuiepuubl. Ko’oT-MHCTpYKTOp mocnain MbICIb O
HEoOXOAMMOCTH KpaiHei OCTOPOXHOCTH. JIXXMM NMOHsUI, 4To
MM [OJDKHBI N0Ka3aThb — C PacCTOSIHUA — TO, YTO CUMTAETCH
caMoii 6oJbLIOK OMacHOCTBI0O Ha 3MMMoppe. DTOro nojéra
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BCe BoOOllEe GOSLTHCh, HO OBUIO HEOOXOAMMO IOKA3aTh HO-
BUYKaM, 4Yero cjledyeT ocTeperarbes.

®Dnaep NoaHsICA Bblllle OOBIMHOIO M TOJETeN OGBICTpee Ha
1or or nopra. Ko’OT-MHCTPYKTOp 3aKphUl CBO€ CO3HaHHMe,
NMpeJoCTaBUB BCEM PasMBILLIATL 06 yBHaeHHOM. Kak 6yaro
COCpEIOTOYW BCIO CHIY CBOEH MBICIM Ha HEOOXOAHMOCTH
6e30macHO NMpoJieTeETb — U BEPHYTHCA.

OHM neTeNu Hal HeBLICOKHM XpeOTOM, KOTOpbBIi, ONHAKO,
CTAHOBWICS BCE Bbllle M BhIllle, HAallOMHHasl TMTAHTCKYIO
JIECTHHLLy, NIOKa HEe OKa3aJMCh B HacTosIIMX ropax. Jxmum
3HaJI, YTO Y HEro M DJUIM HET OCTPOro KOLIAYbero 3peHHus, H
ragan, yBHIOST JIM OHH OMAcCHOCTb.

Ilo Apyryio cTOPOHY rop paccTHiajach paBHHHA, M ¢aep
MmoJieTeJ Ha BOCTOK. Bckope BHH3Y IMOKa3ajlaCch peKa, M JIE€TH
YBUIEIH KPYTIHBIX TPABOSAHBIX XHBOTHLIX. KO’OTHI He 0bOpa-
1IaT¥ Ha HUX BHUMaHHuA. C TOYKHM 3pEHHUs KO’OTOB, OHH HE
001agaoT pa3yMoM — TOJNBKO MHCTHHKTOM.

®naep npoaoKan MoNET BAOAbL peku. U TyT...

®jaep NMoYTH HEMOABIXXHO 3aBUC B Bo3ayxe. JIXuM cxBa-
THN DM M3 32 pyKy OT HEOXHAAHHOCTH M YIHBIEHHO
BOCKJTHKHYJI: «DTO Xe ropoa'»

OHHM HaxXOOWIHCh JOBOJIBHO JAaJIeKO OT HEro, HO OH ObL1
yBEpEH, YTO IMPABWIbHO PAcMo3Hall 3TH NMPSAMOYTOJbLHEIE CO-
opyxeHus. CIIMLIKOM NpaBWILHLIE, YTOOLI He OLITH CO3qaHHEM
pPa3yMHBIX CYLIECTB.

— Topon... — nosropun oH. M ObL1 yBepeH, YTO 3TO
COBCEM JApyrHe 30aHus, poOOTHl KO’OTOB COOPYXalOT HeE
Takue. Bonbilive, He MeHbllle TEX, YTO Y HETO Ha POIMHE.

«3TO0 cMepTB!» — MBIC/Ib KO’OTa NMOAEHCTBOBAIA KaK yAap.
®rnaep NMoOBepHYJICA M HayaJl yoAIAThCs, TIOYTH GexaTb, Ha-
3all, B TOM HanpaBlIeHUH, OTKyla OHH NpWIETEIH.

3. Jlosywxa xcu

— Tl'oBopio Te6e: 310 HacToALMi ropoa! — YNIPSAMO MOB-
Topun JIxum. — U He nyMaio, YTo6kbI €ro MOCTPOMWIM KO’OTHI.
MoxeT, 30ech BCE-TaKM €CTb JIIOOH, TaKHe, KaK MbI.

— Mep ckasana, 4yTo ropoa MEPTBHIA, — HaXMypH/Iach
Onnmu Mbsit. — WM paxe ecnid TaM ecTh JIIOAH, NMOYEMY Thl
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xodelrb K HUM? Ko’OThI CYMTAIOT MX 3JIBIMHM, 3HAYHUT, TAK OHO
M €CTb.

JIxuM OOXBaTM NalbaMM KOJIEHO, TIPHMMOAHAN €ro K
rpyau. HeT, oH He 3a0bUl oliylleHHe CTpaxa M OTBpaLleHHs,
KOTOpO€E MOoCJjiaJl KO’OT-MHCTPYKTOp, Koraa ¢aep mpoJjeran
Jajiexo ot 6aieH. Ho ManbyHK He MOr 3a06BITh U YBHICHHO-
ro, HECMOTpPSA Ha Bce mnpeaynpexacHHsa. OH XoYyeT 3HaTh!
Hacrosiumit ropon — a k1o ero nocrpown? e teneps ero
crpoutenn? [loyeMy Ko’oThl TaK HEHaBUIAAT U GosATcs ux?

«Mup...» — 3Ta MBICIbL CKOJIb3HYJIa B MyTaHULY €ro BO-
npocoB 6e3 oTBeTa. OH OLICTPO NOBEPHYJICA. Y ABEPH CTOSIIH
Mep u Tupo. Ha 3toT pa3 JIxum 3a0bL1 06 OCTOPOXHOCTH.

— Tam ObL1 Topoa! — NMOBTOPWI OH YTBEpXIEHHE, KOTO-
poe cienan U UHCTPYKTopy-Ko’oty. — H...

Tupo ¢ HOCTOMHCTBOM NMPHPOXIAEHHOTO KO'OTAa MEpPEecéK
MaJieHbKYy10 KoMHaTy. Cen, Mep psanoM ¢ HUM. O0a roBepHY-
JIUCh CNIHHAaMHM K Y4eOHOMY 3KpaHY, M ITOCMOTpENH AETAM
NnpsMO B IJ1a3a.

«9TO MeCTO — CMepTeJibHas JIOBYLIKA, — MBICIb THpO
ObUIa pelIMTE/IbHOM M MOJHOM cwibl. — Ecnu ¢naep ciauiu-
KOM NpHOIMKaeTcd K HEMY, OHO TNPHTATHBAaeT KO’OTOB H
MAallliHY, U OHU OoJibllie HUKOIAAa He BO3BpaLLAIOTCS».

— Ho 310 ropoa, — y [Xuma XBaTWIO pPeLIMMOCTH
HactauBaTtb. — K10 TaM xuBET? Jlioou... KaKk MbI?

Manbuuk Jaxe OTKHHYJICA Ha MaTpalle — TaKOil FrHeBHbIi
yaap NMoJIyYW1. B OTBET Ha CBOM Bonpoc. Y moHsu1, HacKoJIbKO
yS3BMMbI OHHM ¢ D Maii. 310 Mup Ko’otoB. OHH yripaBis-
10T po60TaMHU, OHH MBICJIEHHO CBSI3BIBAIOTCS APYT C APYTOM.
JdomycTuM... nonyctTuM, Mep Gonblue He OymeT yNpaBasTh
nuuieBoi MawMHoi. OHM ¢ JUIM Toraa yMpyT C Tojony.
[ToToMy YTO KaK A€TH HHM CTapajiiCh, UM TaK M He YyOaJoCh
nepenaTh MBICJICHHBIM NPUKA3 HH OQHOMY pobOTy, HU OOHOM
MallliHe, KOTOPLIMH JIETKO YNPARISJIA KO OThHI.

«Tbl — Kak Bechb TBOH poA, — OaXe MbICIb MOXeET
Ka3aTbCsl XOJIOOHOM M yrpoxawolue. — Bpl TAHeTech K
3aMIpeTHOMY, He AyMasi, YTO MOXET M3 3TOro MNOJyYHUTbCS.
Xopowo, s pacckaXy Tebe 06 3Toil JOBymike M 00 eé
cTpoMTenax, U o KaTeHe, KOTOpbIif Y3Hal, KaK KO’OTaM CTaTh
TEMH, KEM OHM CTAIM: 3BE3OHBIMU IMyTellleCTBEHHHMKAMM,
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X035i€BaMHU CBOTO MHpa H IPYTHX MHPOB — CO BPEMEHEM», —
Tupo momo¥an, ero 3eji€HbiEe IVia3a IOJYy3aKpPbUIMCh, OH
obnyMbIBaJl CBOM MBICJIEHHBIM paccKas.

«J/laBHO, 0OYeHb JABHO KO’OTbl HE OBLUIH TEMH, KEM CTaJIH,
— xo3sieBaMu 3uMMoppbl. Ho 1axe Toraa TOJbKO MBI CaMH
OBbUTH COOCTBEHHbIMM XO3siEBaMM, Mbl 3HAJIH MBICJIM M XeJla-
HHuS Apyr apyra. 1 notoMy, B OTJIMYHE OT «IIOAECH», KAK Thl
MX Ha3biBaelllb, Mbl MOIJIH TOJIb30BAaThCS JIOTHKOM, a He
BBIITYCKATh KOTTH M OCKAJIMBATh KIbIKU NPH HecomlacHU. Mabl
HE MOXOXHU Ha OpproB, KOTOPbIE XHUBYT B 60JI0TaX MU OXOTSTCSA
Ha HEOCTOPOXHBIX, HE NMOXOXH Ha MEPHATHIX U YellyiHYaThIX,
He MOXOXMH Ha TPaBOSAHBIX, KOTOpPLIE 3HAIOT TOJIBKO IOJIOA H
Xaxay H OoJbllyl0 4acTb XH3HHM NPOBOMAAT, YAOBIETBOPSS
CBO anmneTur.

B Te OHM MBI TOXE OBUIM OXOTHHMKAMH, NOTOMY YTO He
MOIJIM XHTb HHaYe. Ho Mbl Hay4ywinCh AeHCTBOBAaTh BMECTE,
a He NPOTMB ApPYT ApPYra, Mbl He TO3BOJISUITM XaTHOCTH
pas3nesiuTh Hac.

U 3aech Xe XWIH XCH... — POBHBIN MOTOK MBICIH THpO Ha
MTHOBEHHE TPHOCTAaHOBWICA. — OHH OBUIH pa3yMHBI, W
MOTOMY Mbl MOTJIM YHTATh MX MBICJIH, XOTS IS 3TOTO Tpebo-
BaJTUCDh GoJbiMe ycwiHsl. OHH, OTHAKO, HALITH MBICJTH TIPOYECTh
He MomM. OHM ObUIH... — JIXMMy mokasajaoch, 4To THpo
KPHUTHYECKH pa3DIsAbIBACT €10, — OHHM ObLUIM BHEIIHE TOXO-
XM Ha Bac ¥ obJajaiu JapoM, KOTOpOro He ObUIO Y KO'OTOB.
HIx BepxHHe Janbl HaNOMMHAJIM Ballli, UMEJIH TO, YTO BhI
Ha3bIBaeTe «Maiblibl». OHH MOIJIM JepXaTb MpeAMETHI, NOM-
YHHATb UX CBOEil Bojie, a MBI HE MOTJIH.

Ho nocpuiath MbIC/Ib OHM HE MOTJIM; AaXe APYT VIS Apyra
OHM O6bUTM 3aKkpbIThl. Bbl yMeeTe CKpBIBaThb CBOE 3710 3a
CJIOBAMH H CYHTAcTE, YTO JpyrHe HE Y3HAIOT, YTO Bbl Ha
caMoM nene aymaere. XcH ObutM TakuMH Xe. Ho ecim
MOChUIaTh MBICJIM OHM M HE YMEJIH, TO IpyTHe CpelcTBa
NMO3HABaTh U YYUThCA Y HUX OBbUIHU.

Ko’oThl MHOTO 1yManu. HekoToprie He XOTenu BCTynaTh B
KOHTAKT C XCH, GOSUTUCh MX HEYCTONYHBOCTH, HEOXHMIAHHBIX
B3PBIBOB 3MOLMH. [Ipyrie cUuTaIn, YTO MBI JOJDKHBI 00beaH-
HHUTBbCSA ¢ HUMH M TOTZa MBI CyMeeM Hay4HUTbCSI 0OOPOHSTHCS
oT ux opyauii. Ho maxe 3TH KO’OTHl omacaiuch, H He 6e3
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OCHOBaHHMi, HoBepsATh XcH. Ho Bce 6bUIM cornacHsbl, YTo 3a
XCH HaJlo BHMMAaTeJIbHO HaOmonarb, YToObl OHH, CpaXasich
IpYT ¢ ApyroM (a OHH, Modo6HO BaM, JMoasAM 3eMIH, BEYHO
CCOPWIHCH YT C IPYTOM), HE YHUYTOXWIH M BECh 3TOT MHP.

" noroMy 6b11M BHIGpaHbl CaMble€ CTIOCOOHbBIE NETEHBILIH,
JOCTHTIIIHE BO3pacTa MOYTH B3pOCHLIX KO’0TOB. UX nMoaKUHY-
JIH XCH, OHH UM NOHPABWINCh, U XCH TMOCEJWIN UX B CBOUX
noMax. Ho xo’oTsl KaBajl KIATBY HE OTKPBIBAaTh XCH HalIMX
TalilH — yMEHHS OOLIATLCS MBICJIIEHHO.

XCH CTAHOBWIHKCH BCE CWIbHEE, a HX MALLIMHbI — CJIOXHEE.
Hactynun neHb, Koraa OHM NOTHSUTHCh B HE6O, a MMOTOM U B
kocMoc. Ho Bcerma B HMX ocTaBajicsl 3TOT MOPOK — OHHU He
MOTIJIM MO-HACTOsMIeMy OOLIaThCsl APYT C APYTOM, U MOTOMY
HUX IpyX6a HMKOrna He 6buita rmyGoKoid.

KareH npuHamnexan K TpeTbeMy TIOKOJIEHHIO KO’OTOB,
XMBLIKX cpeau XcH. M XoTs MbI TOrna 3Toro He 3HaJiy, y Hero
BbIpaboOTaJIcCI HOBBII MHTEpPeC, HE CBOMCTBEHHBbIH HalleMy
IUIEMEHH, — HHTEpec K MalllMHaM, KoTopble paGoTaiu Ha
XcH. U B co3HaHMH TeX, KTO 3a HMMH NMPHUCMATPHBAI, OH
YHTa1 BCE, YTO €r0 HHTEPECOBAJIO.

OH ¥ B IPYTHX OTHOLIEHHSAX OTJIMYAJICS OT CBOHX POAHYEH.
Y Hero ObU1 OpYr cpeau XcH, Mo uMeHH KuHAapT; 1o 6bLT
ONMH H3 TeX, KOro XcH rnocbuiand K 3Bé3naM. U Karen
MyTElIECTBOBA C HUM M TOChUIAJl HaM MHOTO LieHHeWleH
HH(poOpMalIMK; OHA HaM OYEeHb MPUIoaWIach, KOraa Mbl CaMH
BBILIUTH B KOCMOC.

KaTteH Taxke o6Hapyxmi, 4yTo Mo3r KHHaapTa He coBceM
3aKpBIT; €ro APYyT OTVIMYAJICS OT APYTHX XCH, B OTpPaHHYEHHOH
cTeneHHd eMy ObUia gocTymHa nochkUika Mbicad. M Katen
Hayas1 paboTaTh C HUM, YTOOLI OCBOGOAMTEL XOTb YaCTh 3aKpPhI-
Toro Mo3ra Kunpgapra. OH Hagessics — a KuHpgapra oH
CYMTAJI MOYTH POAMYEM, — YTO CPEIH XCH MOTYT OTBICKATBLCS
U OpyrHe, NoAoOHble eMy, H Mbl CMOXEM B JaJIbHEHIIEeM
COMU3UTBCS C HUMH.

B cBOEM mnocieaHeM MyTelleCTBHH OHU BbICAAWJIMCh Ha
BHOBb OTKpbITOH IUtaHeTe. TaM Ha KuHaapra Hanano cyuiec-
TBO, KOTOPO€ HECJIO B CBOEM TeJle MEMJIECHHO IEHCTBYIOLIMH
an. KareH, xak Mor, 3al0MlIai €ro, HO CYLIECTBO YXaJWio
Kungapra, n TOT NMOHsI, YTO GoNbllle HE YBHMOWUT POAHYIO
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mwiaHety. Ho oH He xoten, yro6sl KateH ocrancsd B TOM
cBupenom MHpe. B atoM KuMHAapT okasancs nomobeH Ham,
OH AyMaJl He TOJIbKO O cebe M cBoel 6oJH.

OH c TpyZoM BepHYJICSI Ha CBOii Kopabnb. U TyT, Hcnosnb-
30BaB BC€ BO3MOXHOCTH CBOEro Mosra, 4yrobnl o6luarbcsi
KaTeHOM, MWJIOT Hay4YWwl Halllero poAuda, KakK YTIpaBIsTh
poboraMH, KoTopbie OyayT BecTH Kopab/ib Ha OOpaTHOM ITYTH.
IlocTynas Tak, OH HapylLIWI 3aKOH XCH: T€, KTO YMeJ yIpaB-
JISITB 3BE3AHBIMH KOPa6JIAMH, KJISUTHCh HUKOMY HEe OTKPbIBaTh
3Ty TaliHy, JaXe CBOMM COIUVIEMEHHHKAM.

N KareH yumwicsa. Ero poT He MOr NpoM3HOCHTHL CJIOBa,
KOTOpBIE 3aCTAB/ISUIH pOOOTOB AeHCTBOBATh, H TIOTOMY OHHM C
KuHOapTOM NpHAYMald IIPHCIIOCOGJIEHHE, C TOMOMIBIO
KOTOPOTO MOXHO ObLIO MBICIEHHO 3a1€CTBOBATh MEPEKIIO-
yaTenu, yrpasnsiBuide podoraMu. KuHaapt ymupan nonro, u
y KateHa 6bu1a BO3BMOXHOCTb HAyYMTLCS.

IMocne cMepTH nmuwnoTa Xxcu KarteH B3san Ha cebs ynpasne-
Hue KopabtnéMm. U npusen ero nomoi. Ho He Ha To none, rae
Xaamd xci. HeT, oH Bbicaqwicsi B ITMKOM MeCTe M NpPHU3BaJ
Tylda CTapuiMX Ko’oroB. OHH MoHsUIH, yTo KaTeH coBepuimi
BEJIMKOE JesiHME, MoToMy 4YTo KaTeH Mor Temepsb mepemnpo-
rpaMMHpOBaTh poOOTOB Ha KopabJie U IpyTHX poGOTOB, YTOOLI
OHH CJIYXWIM HaM, KaK CIYXWIH XCH.

KaTeH o4YeHb XOpolIo CNpsATai Kopabiib, H NMPOLIIO MHOTO
BPEMEHH, TNpeXe YeM XCH Y3HAJIM O Cay4YHBLUeMcs. [N HUX
KO’OThl He OTVIMYAJINCh OT TPABOSITHBIX Ha GONBIINX paBHHU-
Hax. Ho Tenepb oHu Henyrasiuch Hac. OHM He MOIIM TIPH3HATb,
YTO KO’OThbl, CYyLIecCTBAa MEHblE€ MX U cliabee, MOryT ObITBH
PaBHbl CaMMM XCH, MOTYT OBITb pa3syMHBIMHM, C pPa3yMoM,
6onee rIy0OKHM, Y€M y HHMX, CNOCOOHBIM Ha MHOIoE MM
HEIOCTYTIHOE.

TEMHbBIH yXac OXBaTWI MX, M OHH NepeOWIM MHOTHX
HallMX poaHyel, KpoMe TeX, KOro yCre/lH BOBpeMs NpenyTl-
peautb. He 3Hast, yro KuHmapT MEpTB, OHM OOBLABWIM €ro
npengaTeseM CBOEro poja.

B Ge3ymMHH CBOEM OHM HayallH YHMYTOXATh caMy 3aMMop-
py. Bcio pacTHTeNnbHOCTb, B KOTOpPOil MOIVIM CKpHIBAThCS
KO’OTbl, OHH NOJUBAIH 0O0M, OT KOTOPOTO PaCTeHHUs YepHe-
JIM ¥ CMOPIIMBATHCDH. ZKHBOTHBIE pa3beraiuch ¥ YMMpajiH OT
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ToJIofla M OTHEHHBIX CTpeJl XCH. XCH OoJiblile Bcero 6osUTUCD,
YTO HaMOETCS XMBOE CYLIECTBO, KpOME€ HHX, KOTOpO€ CIIO-
cobHO 00nanaTh pa3yMOM, KAKOIO OHHM He TOHMYT.

HexoTopble KO’0THI OCTAaBAIMCh B YKPHITHAX, COBEpLICH-
CTBYfl pOOOTOB, KOTOpPBI€ TeMNepb MOBHHOBAIUCH TOJILKO MM.
Jlpyre ynerenn Ha Kopabne, kortopblit npusén KarteH, u
OTBICKMBAJIM IUIAaHEThl, HA KOTOPBIX MOXHO OCHOBaTb MHp-
Hble KoJIoHHHU. C co60ii oHH Opanu poGoToB. C NOMOLIBIO X
METAUTHYECKHUX PYK OHHM CTPOWIH, 3alUIIAIMCh, OeJIalu
CBOM HOBBIe IoMa 6e30MacHBIMH.

A Xcu Bcé Oonee u Oomee Bnamanu B Gesymue. OHH
BBIITYCKAIU B BO3AYyX SiAbl,  OONMH U3 3THUX SAAOB BBILIEJ] H3-
noa MX KoHTpoas. M Torma XcM caMM HayalM yMHpaTh —
COTHSAMH, a MOTOM M ThicsyaMu. U ocrancs Ha 3uMmoppe
TOJIBKO OOMH HX ropoa. Tyma GexXanu HX NpedBOAUTENH,
TIPUXBAaTHB C cOOOM NMPOAYKThI Ha MHorue croietusi. 1 oHu
OKPYXWIH ropofl 3alllUTOM, KOTOPYIO He MOXET lipeoleieTh
HHU KO’OT, HH poboT.

Ho Hac Gonblie HHTEepecoBaia Ta HOBasi M Bo30yxaalolas
XHM3Hb, KOoTOpYIO nan HaM KaTteH. Ml ynerenu K 3Bé3naM. Ha
MHOI'MX MMpax MOOBIBAJIM KO'OTbI — M Ha BalleM, JaBHO,
o4yeHb JaBHO. Hauum poGoThl co3maBanmu BCE JIydllHMe Mallu-
HbBl U Bc€ Oonee coBeplieHHble Kopabnu. M Tak Kak Mbl
MOXEM NPOHMKHYTb B MBICJIM APYT APYTa, XaaHOCTb U 371006a
XCH Hac He KOCHYJIHCh.

Ecnu Xxcu ewlé XuBbI, TO TONLKO B TOM ropoje, KOTOPbIH
OHH NOCTPOWIM B CBOH MNOCJieqHUE AHH. Mbl He ocMenBaeM-
csl MpUbMXaThCsl K HEMY, NOTOMY YTO TaM JEHCTBYIOT CIJIBI,
KOTopble NpUTATHBAIOT ¢naeprl. U Bokpyr ropoga crout
HeBHIMMas CTeHa, KOTOPYIO He MOXET INpeoaoyieTb HU OAUH
Ko’oT. BripoueM, HaM M He3ayeM Tyda XOAWTb. TakoBa HCTO-
pusi Toro ropoaa, AeTéHbIl. 1 He ouYeHb 3TO Xopoluas
HCTOpHSs, Tebe He cleayeT YIIyOsThCsl B HeE».

— DTH XCH — OHHM ObUTM monbMH? — cripocun JIxXuM.

Ecnu 6Bl KO’OTEI MOIIM MOXHMATh IUle4aMu, THpo caenan
6b1 3TOT XecT. «Y HUX ObUIM ABe pyKH, rojoBa, TeJo,
MoXoXee Ha Ballle, — paBHOAYUIHO OTBETHI OH, — U, MOXET,
MoO3r, NOAOOHBIH BaLIEMY».
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— Ho Thl He 3Haelmib, XMBBI JH XCH? — MNpoaoTKal
paccrnipalinBaTh JIXXUM.

«3T0 yXe HeBaXHO. Ho mpoliuio cIMIKOM MHOTO BpeMe-
HH, U He AyMalo, YToObl Jaxe OeTH AeTel MX JeTed CMOTITH
OBl TaM XHTb. YXe CBbILlIE YETBIPEXCOT JIET HAllM YacOBblE HE
3aMeYaIi TaM HHMKaKUX NMpHU3HAKOB XU3HHM. Ho ropox xu-
BET...»

— Kaxk?

«PoGoTHl He yMHpaloT, — oTBeTW1 TuHpo. — PoGoTbl
yIIpaBIAIoT NnocjeAHUM ropoaoM. Ero 3alura He HapylueHa.
M HaMm no-npexHeMy onacHo K Heil npubamkarbes. B npo-
LIUTOM, KOT/Ia MBI €111€ He TIOHMMAIH 3TOTO, NIPOMNATH HECKOJIBKO
¢naepoB co BceMH KO’OTaMH Ha OOpTYy; MX NPHUTSHYJIO K
ropoay, 1 OHH He CMOIMIM BbIpBaThcs. Bonblie MbI 0 CBOUX
pOAMYAX HHUYETO HE CNbIILAIH, HUKOTO M3 HHMX HE BHIEIM.
Tenepsb 3amnpelieHO NMpHOMMXKATBLCS K ropoay, HO Mbl M31a-
JIeKa MoKa3blBaeM [AETEHBILUIAM 3TO ApPEeBHee 3710, Kak
NpeaynpeXacHHE».

Tupo BcTan, XJIECTHY/ XBOCTOM. «BHauWTe, NETEHBILIH, Y
BCETO, YeMy Bac y4aT, eCTb OCHOBaHMs. ['opol — MecTo TbMBI
M 371a. DTO noclielHee JIOTOBO XCH, M JaXe eclIH OHH Bce
MEPTBBI, 3J10 MO-NpeXHeMy XHUBET TaM. [loHsanu?»

Om M3t 3HeprMYHO KMBHYyNa, [IXKMM TOXe — 4yTh
no3xe.

Korga 6onbuine xo’otsl yuutd, JXXuM BBITAHYJICS Ha MaT-
palie M 3aKpbUl IJla3a — He IJIA CHa, a 4To6bl nogyMaTts. Hy
H HCTOPHIO paccka3an UM Tupo! Ilo KpaiiHeii Mepe ogHO OHa
OOBbICHSIET — KaK NMOSIBWINCH NepBble po6oThl. Ko’oThI HEKo-
TOpBIM OOpa3oM 3aMMCTBOBAIH MX Y XCH, TIOTOMY YTO Y HHMX
caMHUX He ObUIO pyK, 4TOoOBI paGoTaTk. SIcHO, yro THpo He
O4YeHb BBICOKOTO MHeHHsl 0 xcH, a KaTeHa cuMTaeT repoem,
MOTOMY YTO OH IIPMBEN Ha3aj Kopabnn M NMpHHEC 3HAHMA,
KOTOpbI€ Jajld BO3MOXHOCTh €r0 pOAHYAM IOCTPOUTb BCE,
yeM OHHU ceifuac obnagaior. Ho nepBeIMH-TO 3TO caenanu
XCH. XOTS MO3r Y HUX YCTPOeH Mo-ApyroMy! A XCH — 3TO
monu!

— Ko’0Thl 04eHb YMHBI, — 3aMedaHHe DU Maii Hapy-
LIWJIO MocNeqoBaTelbHOCTL ero Mbicneil. — [Ipeacrass cebe:
OMH M3 HUX Hay4yWiIcs 3aCTaBIATb pOOGOTOB AeaTh BCE, YTO

€My HYXHO.
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— Ho Benb xopabib npuHamIeXan YeloBeKY... — BO3pa-
3mn JIxumMm.

— Her, xcu cam otnan ero KareHy, oH XoTes, 4TOGOHI Y
KO’OTOB ObUIM KOopabnu, — OBICTPO MomnpaBWia ero U
Mb3ii. — MHe He HpaBfiITCA 3TH ApPEeBHHE XCH, C MX SIOM H
yOHIiCTBaMH.

— OHM HCnyTaJMCh, — MEJIEHHO NporoBopui JIxum. —
MHe KaxeTcsi, B UCNyTe JIIOOH AeJIaloT MHOTO TaKOIo, Yero He
cTayiy Obl AenaTh 00bIYHO. Eciin ObI y HUX ObLUTa BO3MOXHOCTD
YCHOKOHUTLCS, OHH Obl YCTHIIWIMCH COAESTHHOTO.

— Moxer ObiTh. Ho HekoTOpble HMX HHX HHKOIrZa He
CTBIOATCS, — Pe3KOo oTBeTwIa D Maii. — S 3Halo Takmx
monei. U Ko’oTbl BOBCE HE XOTEJIH MMM KOMaHIOBaTb, OHH
XOTeNU HEIUThCS 3HaHHSAMH.

— A npaBaa 1M 310? — B CO3HaHUM J>XKMMa BO3HHKJIIO
COMHeHHe. D M»3i nerko BOoCIpMHMMAET CIIOCOOHOCTH
KO’OTOB, OHa cYyMTaeT MX npaBWwibHbIMH. Ho korma Tupo
MBICJIUT, oOpauasch K HeMy, JIXMM HHKOrga He BMIMT
KOUIKy — KO’0Ta, OH BMIMT Apyroro dyejnoseka. IIpenmon-
OXHM, BbI HE CTIOCOOHBI NPEACTaBUTL Cebe pa3yMHOE CYLIECTBO
IpYTHM, TOJBKO KO’0oToM. M BaM KaXeTcs, YTO OH ceifyac
HabpocUTCs Ha Bac, He Llapamasich M Kycasich, a 3aBjajeeT
Mo3roM. JIXMM mnolueBeMwIcsi Ha CBOEM MaTpaue. Takas
MBICJIb XOTb Koro ucnyraer! KoHeyHo, Teneph OH NOHUMAET
BCE, YTO HAMpARIAIOT HEMocpeACTBeHHO eMy Tupo wiu Mep.
Ho 4t0 comepxuTCcs noa noBepXHOCTHIO UX NMOCJaHHA? Mebic-
JIX KO’OTOB HE AOJDKHbI O4EHb OTJIMYATLCS OT MBICJIEH JTIOAEH.
XM He BMAEN AN 3TOTO NPHYMHBI.

EMy noka3zanoch, YTO OH NMOHHMAET, YTO TaK MCHYTaJIo
XCH, NoYeMy OHH 00e3yMe/ M U MOMbITAIUCh BCE YHUUTOXMHTD.
HyXHo o4eHb CHJIBHO MOBEPHUTH, YTO MOXHO TOBOPHTH Oe3
CJIOB, JaXe C TaKMM BHYLIMTEJIbHO BBIIISASLIUM KO’OTOM,
kak Twupo.

4. ITuwya dns xomam

— 5 He Mory 3TOro cienarb! — JIXKUM yaapiI KyJIaKoM 1o
KOJIEHAM, CHUASA Ha KOPTOYKax rnepell NULIEBOH MalIMHON. —
S nymalo, oHa MeHs BoOOlle He CHBIIMT! — TOCAeaHHE
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HECKOJILKO JHe#ll OH Bc€ Gonbllie M OGoJbllie GECNOKOWICH.
JleTEHDBIIIN U 3eMHble KOIUKH, C KOTOPbIMH OHH HaYMHAIH
YYHUTBCS, YXe Oe3 Tpylda MBICJIEHHO YNpaBJIsUIM poGOTaMH,
HayMHasi ¢ caMOi HeoOXOOHMOM MalllMHbl — IHLIEBOM.

— 51 Toxe He Mory, — D Mb3it HaxMypunack. — Sl Bcé
IyMalo M aymalo, Kak Bejiena Mep. Ho mia MeHst 3TO TONMBKO
6osblION cTaphlif SILUMK, W U3 HErO0 HUYEro HE BLIXOAMT.
HyxHo, 4yToObl Mep cHayana BhIC/ylllaJla MEHS, a TIOTOM
cka3zana emy! I[louyemy 3to?

— IToroMy 4TO MBI He KO’OTbI U HE KOLIKH, — OTBETWI
JxuM. OH cMoTpen Ha Gonblyio MalinHy. EMy GbUTO cTpau-
HOBaTO, HO OH He XOTeJ, YyTo6bl JJUIH 3Hana o6 3ToM. Yto
OyneT, eclM OHM TaK W He HayyaTcsi yIpaB/IATb MHULIEBOM
MaimimHo#i? Heyxenu Bcé BpeMs 3TO 3a HUX OyayT denaTb
Ko’otbi? /I)kuM B IJTyOMHe AYLIM pa3apaxaycs u3-3a Toro, 4To
He MOXET clleIaTh TO, YTO AOCTYITHO AaXe MaJIeHbKHM IeTe-
HbILLaM.

— Mep HaM NOMOXET, — YBEPEHHO CKa3aja JDJUIH.

— Ecnu 6yner psinom, — JIXXUM 3aMEeTHJI, YTO KOJIMYECTBO
KO’OTOB B NMOPTY Kaxablii AeHb MeHsuiock. U Tupo mcues
BCKOpeE T0CJIe CBOETO paccka3a 06 MCTOPHM ropojia XCH. YXe
IBa OHA €ro He ObUIO BHOHO.

HexkoTopeie po60Thl — Te, YTO YMCTHIH OAEXKIAY H YOMpa-
JIM B IOME — He HYXIAJIUCh B MpHKazax. O4eBHIHO, Y HHX
HMesach NMOCTOSTHHas mporpamMma. Ho nmuieBas MalMHa —
apyroe aeno. Moxer, 3To NOToOMY, YTO TaM KaXAblii pa3 Hao
BbIOHMpATD.

OHH ¢ OwIH Bc€ BpeMs MBITATUCH AYMATh O €lie, 3aKa3bl-
BaThb €€, HO OOBIYHO 3TO KOHYAJIOCh TEM, YTO OHH CTAHOBWINCH
BCE€ ToJIofHEE M TOJIOJHEe, a KOIIKH MNpPOCTO TNOAXOOWIH,
CMOTpEJIM Ha S1UMK, M OTTYAa BBICKAIL3bIBAJIA YalllKa C eN0M.
JIXMM oaHaXAbl NOMbITAICS AYMaTh HE O 4YeJIOBEYECKOH, a o
«Kouaybei» nuiuie. Ho gaxe 3To HM K 4eMy He TIPHBEJO.

M moTtoMy OH BCIIOMHWI O ropofe. A Kakoi 6bUla nHia
xcu? MoxeT, YTO-TO U3 MX e[l CTOAMTCS ISl HUX WIH AaXe
NoHpaBUTCH... Ecin po6OTH KO’OTOB He OTBEYalOT MM, MO-
XeT, OTBETAT pobGOTHI xcH?

DM cepAUTO TomHyJa. «f Xo4y ecTh, — OObSIBIIA OHA.
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— W s Bcé nuITasacey ¥ nbiTasach Bbi3BaTh Mep. EE€ Her
noGJIU30CTH...»

— MbI MOXeM OOpaTUTBCA K APYTHM KO’OTaM, — Ipemio-
Xun JIXuM, XOT eMy caMOMy He OYEHb-TO XOTEJOCh 3TO
naenaTh. CHavana HyXHo nomnpo6osath caMuM. OH 3HaJI, XOTs
eMy HHKTO 00 3TOM He INOBOPHJI, YTO HHCTPYKTOPBI-KO’OTbI
CYHTAIOT €ro ¥ DJUIM IynbIMU. Bce neT€HBIMM, ¢ KOTOPBIMH
OHM YYWIHCh Ha TEPBBIX YPOKaX, Telnepb HayYWIMCh YIpaB-
JATh poGoTaMH H mepeluUid K APYTHM, OoJsiee CIOXHBIM
3aJaHMAM. A OH U DJUIM — OHH 3acTpsUIM Ha ONHOM MecCTe,
KaK HH CTapaJIMCh.

Ho on He rayn, /IxxuM 6bu1 yBepeH B 3ToM. U B He
rayna. CTOWIO TONBKO MOAyMaTb, KAK OHa yIpamisulach Ha
3eMie, OThICKMBas BellM M TpoaaBasl MX, 4YTOOBI NMOMOYb
6abyuike. Ko’oTbl cUMTAIOT BceX awaei IIYNbIMH, NOTOMY
4TO Te He MOIYT CTOBOPMTLCS, IIOTOMY YTO Y HUX BOMHBI, OHH
YHHYTOXAIOT IUIAHETY, Ha KOTOPOii XXMBYT, — KaK 3TH caMble
xcu. Ho B KoHlle KOHLIOB CaMHM KO’OTHI NMEPEHSUIM HayKy Y
XCH, U He TOJILKO NMOTOMY, YTO Y XCH ObUTU MHCTPYMEHTHI H
OHH 3HAJIM, KAK MMM TOJIb30BaThCcd. BO3MOXHO, XCHM MOIIH
NMPUAYMBIBATh TaKOE, Ha YTO HE CMOCOOHBI KO’OTHI.

H 3Ta MalllMHa €CTb Y KO’OTOB TOJIbKO IIOTOMY, YTO XCH
KOTZ1a-TO AAaBHO MOKA3aJIH KO’OTOM, KaK 3aCTaBR/ISTh MallIHHBI
pabotaTh. ZKMBYT U ell€ B cBOEM ropoae Xcu? JIxuM xoren,
YTOOBbl XWIH...

OT 3THX MbICJIEil ero HEOXHAAHHO oThIeKiIa Amid. OHa
caanach. ’

— Bon Curtka, oHa 3acTaBHT MallMHy nopaboTaTh MJis
Hac, — M npexnae 4eM JIXHM cMOT MoOLIEBEJUTbCH, DN
HanpaBWIach K TOJIbKO YTO BoulelieMy GONbLIOMY KO’OTY.
OH y3Han B HEM TOro, YTo ABaXIbl Boauin HMX ¢dracp B
MOJEBLIX KCMeAULIMAX. MeX y Hero pbDKMii U MIPOH3UTENb-
Hble 3eJIEHbIE Ma3a, KOTophie 3aMeYaloT Bce OMOKM. [Ixum
HaxXMypWJICSl: CTBIAHO mNpocuTb CHTKY. JIBaxabl Ha nocnen-
HEM YPOKE OH CJiaJl €My THEBHOE MbICJIEHHOE TNpHUKa3aHUE
ObITb BHUMATEJIbHEE.

Ko’0T HeTeprneauBO XJIECTHYJI XBOCTOM, TIOBEPHYBLUIMCh K
MalllHe.

«310 Xe camas JI€rkas 3ajaya, — YCJbILIAINM OETH €ro
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Mpe3pUTeNIbHYI0 MBIC/Ib. — [loyeMy Bbl He MOXeTe clenaTh
3T0...»

JXuUM nocTapajcs NpeacTaBUThb OOHH M3 TeX CTPaHHBIX
raMbyprepoB, KoTopble TPOHM3BOAMT 3Ta MalllMHA, U ellé
cTtakaH Mosioka. Ho To, 4To BBICKOJIb3HYJIO M3 MalMHBI MO
npukaly CHTKHM, OH BOBCE He XeJlaJl MoJy4uTh. Yauika c
YeM-TO HalIOMHHAIOLIUM XHAKYIO0 NMOXJIEOKY co cnabbiM pbIO-
HBIM 3aIaxoM.

DM, He 3ajaBas BOINPOCOB, B3sUla 4allly, H MOSIBUJIach
BTOpasi ¢ TaKoi Xe HeNnpHATHo# kawuueil. A CHTKa yxe
YXOAWI, MOJIHOCTBIO 3aKPbIB CBOE CO3HAHHE.

DU NOAHANA YalIKy M nmomnpoboBana comepxumoe. «Ta-
KO€ HAIOT KOTATaM, CaMbIM MAJIECHBKHMM», — C COMHEHHEM
cKa3ajla OHa.

— HaBepHoe, TAKMMH OHH Hac M CYHTAIOT... IAPOH KOTAT,
K TOMY Xe o4eHb Tymbix! — B3opBaicsa Jxum. EMy xoTenocs
6pocuTh 4YalIKy ¢ Kaleil B CHTKy.

— Hy, 310 He TaK yX IUIOXO, €cliM ToJlofleH, — cKa3aja
O, — HaBepHoe, UM HaloeN0, YTO MBI BCE BpeMsl POCHM
O NMOMOUIH.

JxuM BepTes B pykax 4aliky. EMy He XoTesioCch morpyxarTb
B He€ nanslbl. Ecoiv 6b1 XOTh JIoxka 6b11a... Kak 661 HabpaTs-
csl pelIMMOCTH ¥ BbUTHMTbL 3To Bcé€! Ho Dt mpasa: ecnu
rojioneH, 6epu, 4To NAlOT.

OH cMoOpuIM HOC, NpPUHIOXaBWMCH. JIOJDKHO ObITb, ¥y
KO’OTOB M KOLIIEK HOC YCTPOEH MO-APYTOMY, €CJIH 3TO UM
HpaBHUTCA. A BKyC He Jiyullle 3anaxa. Ho ManpyuK He 3HaJ,
KOrma MM elU€ ymacTcsl IOoecTb, NMO3TOMY 3acTaBWI cebs
CbeCTb BCE OO NOCJIEAHEro BOASHHCTOIO IVIOTKA.

Ecnii Tupo wim Mep ckopo He mosBATCS, OHH MOIYT
oka3atbcsi B Oene. OH Aymain, goragbiBaeTcsl JH 00 3TOM
DIUIH, HO MoYeMy-To TNMobosvica cripaliuBaTh. Ecimn oHa co-
rjacurcs, Oyaylee nMokaxercs ellé MpayHee.

B xuBote y JIxuMa ObUIO He OYE€Hb XOPOLUO, KOIa OHHU
BO3BPAlIAJIUCh K CBOEMY IOMY, M OH MpayHO OyMaJl, 4ToO,
HaBepHOe, MHUUIA Vi1 KOTAT HHMKOIJa He MNpelHa3Hayajlach
monsM. Boiiist B 1oM, OH ces Ha CBOii MaTpall M TMIOCMOTpEN
Ha DJUIH.

— Ilocnywiaii, — OH pelIWn BCE-TaKM TNONEIHUTHLCH C
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JIeBOYKOH CBOMMM TpPE€BOTaMM: B KOHIIE KOHLIOB 3TO M €&
Kacaetcsi. — Yto MBI OyZeM AenaTh, eCliM TaK U He HaydyHUMCsl
ynpapiaTe, MamnHo#i? HaM HyXHO ecTb, a KO’0TaM MOXET
HaJoeCThb OTAABAaTh 33 HAC KOMAaHMBI.

— Mep He HagoecT, — OOHAKO MAIBYHKY NTOKA3aJIOCh, YTO
DJUIM He OYeHb B 3TOM yBepeHa.

— Mep MoxeT He ObIThb 3mech. Kak ceronHsi e€ He 6bUIO.
N g yxe aABa OHA He BHIea THpo. DM, HaM HYXHO
nonpo6oBaTh YTO-HUOYIAb ApyTOE€...

— YT10? — cnpocuna aeBOYKA.

Ho Ha 3ToT Bonpoc JIXXHUM He roToB ObUI OTBETHTb — IOKA
He roToB. OH OTBETWI COOCTBEHHBIM BOIPOCOM.

— A 4t0 OB THl cama caenana? — DJUIM B MNPOLUIOM
nepexuwia HeMajlo HeB3rod, ¥ JIXuUM ObUT yBEepeH, YTO OHa
3HAET, KakK MNOCTyNaTh, KOraa NeMCTBUTEIbHO MPHXMET.

Ho Ha 3T0T pa3 DM MelJieHHO IOKayajla TIoJIOBOM.
«[loMa Mbl MOrIM Obl HaWTHM 4YTO-HHUOYAb BhIOpOLIEHHOE,
nponaath M Kynuth cebe enbl. Ho 3mech HeT HUKaKMX Mara3u-
HOB...» — IEBOYKA YMOJIKJIa M BIiepBble C TOTO BPEMEHH, KaK
yMepna eé 6abyluka, BeIIVIsgesa TO-HAacToslIEMy BCTPEBO-
XeHHoil. OHa He 3Haja, YTO AeNaTb M K KOMY oOpaTHTbCA.

— Mp1 npocTo HenOCTATOYHO 3HaeM 000 BCEM 3TOM, —
HaxMypwicad JIxuM. — MoXeT, H caMH KO’OTBI He 3HaIOT.
OHM MNONBL3YIOTCSI PEMOHTHHIMH PO0OTaMHM, KOTAa 4YTO-TO
BBLIXOAMT M3 CTPOSl, HO MBICIM POOOTOB NpPOYECTb HEBO3-
MOXHO.

Y Hero mosBWIach MBIC/Ib, IyTalollasi, CO MHOXECTBOM
«ecimu». Het cMpica nanbliie NBITaThCA YNPABISTH MULIEBOMH
MalIMHON WIH JIOOBIMM IpYTMMH poGoTaMH. OHH CIHLIKOM
IOJNTo MBITAIMCh 3TO cleJiaTh U Tepnenu Heymadyu. U eciau
Tupo u Mep He BepHyTcs, GoJblIONH NMOMOLIM OT TAaKHX
KO’0TOB, KaK CHUTKa, OXHAaTh HE NIPUXOAUTCS. A UM HYXHO
He4yTo Gosblliee, YeM pbIOHast KalIuua U1 KOTAT.

— A ecimu nonpocuth Ilokanor? — cnpocun IXuM.
[1écTpas KolKa ¢ KOTITaMH, Ka3aJloCh, MOAPYXWIACh ¢ DIUTH
C TeX MOop KakK Ta MOMOIJIa €l HECTH KOTAT. — Thl MoXelllb
TOBOPHUTD C HEil MBICIIbIO?

— HemHoro. M=l yacTo olinGaeMcsd, — OTBeTWIa DJUIH.
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— Ho oHa xopomnas, noyru kak Mep. OHa no3BoJisieT MHe
MPHUCMATPHUBATh 3a KOTSTAMM, KOTa YXOOWT Ha YpOKH.

— JlonyctuM, — MelUleHHO Hayan JIXXuM, — Tbl niepeaalllb
INokanoT, YTO HaM HYXHO OT MaliMHBl. He 0OBINHYIO KO-
WaYybio nuury. Yro-HUGynb» Bpole KpeKepoB WiIH chipa. Takoe,
YTO JOJIFTO He MOPTHTCA. MoXells nonpo6osaTs?

— Ja. Ho 3auem?

— 3avem? HaM HyxXHO HMMeThb 3amnac, korna Tupo u Mep
HeT nobiu3zoctH. MHTepecHo, 3Haer [lokanoT, 4ro Takoe
KpeKephl U coip?

O kuBHyNMa. «OHH el Aaxe HpassaTca. ’KeHLIHHa, Y
KOTOpOI#f OHa XWWia, HHOTAA yroliaja e€ TAKMMH JIJAKOMCTBa-
MH. Sl BHOena, KaK OHa OJHAXObl «HaoyMaja» ChIp, YTOOBI
KOTSITa MOITH nonpo6oBaT. Ho TOMBKO OOMH M3 HHMX Moen
HEMHOTO».

— Xopouo. Toraa caenaeM cnucok, — y JIxxuma Gosnblie
He 6bUIO 3aNMCHOM KHIXKH, HO HHOTLIA OH MHCaJl Ha LIMpO-
KHX JIMCTBSX, KOTOpBIe, BBICBIXasl, HAaNOMHHAJIM Oymary,
HCIOJIb3ys B KaYeCTBe KapaHAallla TOHKHe manoyku. — Kpe-
Kepbl, cbip. HaBepHoe, 0 moKoJane oHa He 3HaeT. He 3Haer
H o ¢ppykrax. Ho MoxHO mornpo6GoBaTh KOHCEPBHPOBAHHOE
MSICO IS 3aBTpaKa, €ro OHa HaBepHsSKa mpoboBana, U eure
XapeHbIX LBITUIAT.

— OHa 3HaeT 3eJ€HbIe 606bI, — BCTaBWIA DJUIM, HaKIO-
HSISICh, YTOOBI pasrisiAeTh Kapakyiau xxuma, — M TYWIEHKY.

— Hy, xopoluo, oTnpasisiics K Heil ¥ TOCMOTPH, YTO OHA
CMOXET BCIIOMHHTb M3 YeJIOBe4eCKOH MHINH. 3aBTpa yTPOM
MOMIEM Tyda, M OHA MOTpebyeT Y MalllMHbI, YTo cMoxeT. Ham
HYXHbI TIDHIIAChl Ha HECKOJIBKO AHEIA...

— Ha Heckonbko AHei#l? — mnoBropwia dmwm. — Tol
aymaeuib, Tupo 1 Mep OyayT Tak JOJITO- OTCYTCTBOBATh?

— A He nymaio o Mep u Tupo, — ckazan Ixum. — A
OyMalo O Hac U O TOM, YTO NPOM3OMAET, €C/IM MBI CaMH He
no3abotuMcad o cBoéM OyaymieM. Ko’oThl MOryT 3acTaBHTh
Hac JenaTh BCE, YTO 3aXOTAT, MOTOMY YTO 3HAIOT, YTO MbI
IOJIXHBI €CTh. A Mbl HE MOXEM YMpariaTh pobotamMu. Hey-
XeJIM Thbl X0Yellb, YTOObI OHM CYUTAIM HAC IIynee KOTST? —
LIEKU ero BCNBIXHYJIH, OH CJIOXMWJI JIUCTOK BABOE.

— Ho yro?..
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— Ms yxonuM orciona! — ckaszan JIxuM. — IloiinéM B
ropon. Ilo paccka3zy Tupo, xcu 6bUTH MOXoXH Ha Hac. M oH
CKa3aJl, YTO OHM CoOpajii OrpoMHBLIE 3amachl, KOTAa 3aKphl-
quch TaM. Ecnu Mbl cyMeeM NpPOKOPMHTBCSI CaMM, MbI He
MO3BOJIMM KO’OTaM JyMaTh O Hac KaK O OSCIIOMOLIHBIX IJTyTI-
uax. Tl Beib 3Haelllb, YTO OHH Ha CaMOM JeJie He XOTeJIH Hac
6paTh ¢ coboii ¢ 3eman. Ho Tupo u Mep cka3zanu, yro 6epyr
Ha ceOs OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a Hac. A MHE YTO-TO HE KaXeTcs
OYEeHb OTBETCTBEHHBIM YXOAMUThb H OCTABJIATH HAc rOJIOAHBIMH.
A oCTaIbHBIM BOOOlEe BCE paBHO, YTO C HaMH... BOT YTO £
aymaio!

JIno Dnnu M3t crano odeHb cepbe3HBIM. «Ecmn y Tupo
M Mep Oyoyr HeNmpHATHOCTH M3-3a HAUIEro yxoja...» —
Havaja OHa.

— Kro yxoaur? — Bo3pasun JIxum. — Ham Beab HyXHO
ecTb, YTOObI OCTaBaTbCS XHUBBIMH, a 51 HE CTaHY XAaTb, MMOKa
CHTKa WM KTO-HUOYAb APYTOli JacT MHE MECHBO, OT KOTOPO-
ro 6onuT XuBoT. OHU HE UMEIOT NpaBa CYUTATh MEHS TUTYTIBIM,
MOTOMY YTO MO# MO3r paboTaer mo-apyromMy, yem ux. B Tom
ropojie OaBHO HHUKTO He ObiBaj, THpo caM 3TO cKa3al.
BeposatHo, Bce Xxcu MepTBHl. Ho MBI He 3HaeM, YTO OHH
OCTaBWIH. A €CJIH OHH ObUIM NOXOXH Ha Hac, MOXET, Mbl
cyMeeM [oKa3aThb KO’OTaM, YTO Mbl He TaK yX IIymnbl. Mo-
Xellb OCTaBaThCsl, €CJIU XO4elllb, HO sI moyay B ropon!

Omnu Maji notsaHyna cebs 3a HIDKHIOW rydy. Beirnsnena
OHa COBCEM HECYaCTHOM.

— Ko’0Tbl roBOpSAT, 4TO 3TO IUIOXOE MECTO, OYEHDb IUIO-
Xo0e...

— KoneyHo. Ho oHM NMpH3HAIOT, YTO HHUKOTAA B HEM He
6pUTH.

— A Kax Mbl Tyaa nonagém? — Dmmu Maii yxBaTuiach 3a
3TOT BOMPOC, CIIOBHO €# XOTeNOCh, YTOOBI MOXOA 3aKOHYWI-
Csl, U He HaYaBLIKCh.

— INonagéM, noToMy YyTO MBI NOXOXH Ha xcH. Hy, nomnpo-
6oBaTh cTouT. U Yy Hac ecTb MOBOA — MBI JOJLKHBI €CTh... U
He TaKylo IpsiHb, — OH MHYJI MYCTYIO YaLIKYy.

— Xotena 6bl 1, yT06b61 Mep ObUTa 3mech... — DM Maii
He Ka3ajach yOeXIE€HHOM.

— Hy, e€ Bc€ paBHO HeT, — Bo3paswin Ixum. — Unam x
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IlokanoT, — OH CyHyN eif B pyku nuctok. — [locrapaiics,
yTOOBl OHA BCE MOHSIA.

— Topon nanexo orciona. Kak Mbl 1o Hero nobepémcsi?

JxuM ynpioHyscs. «UTo X, MoXeT, 1 MU DIy, KOraa aejo
KacaeTcsl MUIIEeBOi MallUHBI U poOOTOB, HO Sl OYeHb BHMMa-
TeJbHO Habmonan 3a ¢naepoM... Korna Mbl B ocjeqHMi pa3
ynetanu, s nonpocun PpaHko ob6bACHUTL MHe. Kaxertcs,
KO’OTbl MPOCTO NMPHUKA3aJIH pobOTaM TOYHO MOBTOPSATH BCE,
YTO HAXOAWIH Y XCH, 106aBsAs TOJNLKO YNpPaBRICHHE MBICIBIO.
W noaToMy y MX MallWH ABa BHAA YNPABJICHHA — MBICILIO,
KOTOpPHIM TOJB3YIOTCAd KO’OTBI, U pYy4YHOE, KOTOPHIM OHH
HHMKOIma He noib3ylorcs. SI cobupaloch BOCHOJIB30BAThHCA
PYYHBIM YTIpaBICHHEM».

— A ecliM He CMOXelllb JIeTeTh? — HacTauBaia Duu Mait.

— Torma npuaymaeM yTo-HUOyab aApyroe, — JIXuUM Ha-
ZesUicsl, YTO ero CJioBa 3By4aT yBepeHHO. Po6GoThl camMu He
AyMaloT: OHH [EWCTBYIOT cTporo mo nporpamme. Komupys
IpeBHHE MalIMHbI XCH, OHH JOJDKHBI ObUTH BCE BOCIIPOM3BEC-
™ B HuX. U JIXHUM npeamnonarai, 4To CYLUECTBO C PYKaMH
JIETKO CMOXET BOCIIOJIb30BaThCSI CTAPHIMM NPHOOPaMHM yTIpaB-
JIEHHs.

B 3Ty HOYBb OH Joaro He cnaj. CHOBa M CHOBa Majlb4yHMK
oOyMBIBJI CBOM IUIAHBI; OHH KA3AJIKCh MPOCTHIMH M SICHBI-
mu. Ho MHoroe MoxXer moiliTM He Tak, Kak Hamo. Ecim
nosiearcss Tupo win Mep, DU He TOJILKO OTKAXeTCS HWATH
C HUM, HO MOXET, He pa3yMbiBasi, paccKa3aTb Ko’oTaM 00
ero riaHax. 1 oH He yBepeH, YTO CMOXET YIpaBIATh ¢ae-
poM. Kak He yBepeH H B TOM, YTO €CJIH OHH AobepyTca Ao
ropona, To CMOTYT nonacTs B Hero. [IpaBaa, ecnm HeBUAMMAas
CTEHa HAaCTPOEHa TOJILKO NMPOTHB KO’OTOB, TOTAA Y HUX €CTb
LaHC.

®naepsl KO’OTOB 3aTATMBAET Tyla, H OHHM HCYe3aloT... Tak
ckazan Tupo. CpaboTaer /M Ta Xe 3allMTa NMPOTHUB HE KO’ OTOB?
IxuM Hapesuicsi, yTo HeT. Ho o4yeHb MHOroe B ero IulaHe
CTPOWIOCH Ha HajeXnaax.

Hesagonro po paccBeta OH pa36bynun Jmum Mbiii, He
obpalllasi BHMMaHHS Ha €€ COHHble Xanobpl. OHa moluia
uckatb [Tokanor, a /XXMM HeTepneaHBO pacXaXuBall B3ad H
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BEpEN MO CTOJOBOM, XMYpO MOIJISAbIBAs Ha MHILEBYIO Ma-
LIMHY.

HakaHyHe BeuyepoM, Koraa ell€ He COBCEM CTEMHEJO,
JIXUM npokpayicsi K OODHOMY M3 CTOSIBIIMX Hemoaa€Ky dia-
epoB. Heckonbko MrHOBeHHii BOCIOMHHAHMH — M Y HETo
CTSIHYJIO TOPJIO; CTaJio GOJIbHO, OH TIOYTH COBCEeM 3abbL1 00
3Toii 6onu. Bo BheTHaMe nana BBIBO3WI Ha BEPTOJIETE paHe-
HBIX. A JOMa MHOTAA HaBellaJ NpUATENs, KOTophii padoTan
MWIOTOM BEPTOJIETa B GOJbLIONH KOMNaHHMHU. JIBaXasl mnama
6pan B nonérel Ixuma, 1 Muctep biexMmep nmokasbiBan eMy,
KaK ympaBlsieTcss MalllMHa. 31oT ¢uiaep KO’OTOB He ObLn
MOXOX B TOYHOCTH Ha BEPTOJIET, HO HEKOTOpble NPHOOpPHI
HaNOMHHAIM 3eMHble. 1 OH NMPEHCIIOHWICSA YBEPEHHOCTH,
YTO ecNMu OyNeT OCTOpPOXEH, TO CMOXET YINpaBIATh 3TOi
MalunHoH. KOHeyHO, 3TO PHCKOBAaHO, HO OTCTyNaThb OH He
6ynet. OH DOJIXEH I0KA3aTh, YTO XOThb YTO-TO YMEET HE XyXe
KO’OTOB.

BMecte ¢ D Mbiit momouwia Ilokamor, 3a He#t wéEn
YEpHBIA KOTEHOK. [locMOTpeB HeCKOJIbKO MHHYT B JIMLO
DJUH, NEcTpasi KOLIKa NOBEpHYyJach K NMuileBoif MawnHe. U
MallliHa TYT X€ OXMWJIA, OTKPbUICS SIIIMK BHH3y, a B HEM
JieXai KpHMBble KpeKephl M 0OJbllIOi KycoK chipa. [Ixum
CJIOXWI HX B CETKY, KOTOPYIO Hall€Nl B ONHOH M3 OOJbLUIMX
KOMHAT. 3aTeM MalllMHA M3TOTOBWIA TOJICTble KYCKH XOJIOM-
Horo Msica U euwl€ Kpekephl. [lorom ewé ceip (ero Juin
pa3jioMuia MomnoJiaM H otaaia nojoBuHy [TokanoT) u Kakue-
TO 3eJIEHbIE OBOLIHU, CJMLIKOM KpyIHbIEe 1151 6000B, HO TOH
Xe (POpMBI.

— 3710 BCE, YTO OHA MOXET MOHAThL, — OObSIBWIA DJUIH. —
A ecnu 6yneM TopyaTh 34ech €lI€, TO HAC 3aCTYKAlOT HOYHbIE
6ponsiri, — B 3TOM OTHOLIIEHHH KO’OThbI MIOXOXH Ha 3€MHBIX
KOTOB: ISl BbIXOJOB Ha TEPPMTOPHMIO BOKPYT IOpPTa OHHU
NMpeATIOYHTAIOT HOYH.

— Iloka xBatut, — JIXxuM ObL1 roiofeH, HO HE CTaJl cpa3y
€CTh U TOPOIUIMBO YJIOXWI 3amnachl eanl B ceTky. — [louwmn!

Onu BbIOpanuch U3 30aHUA, MHHOBAJIM CBOM JOM H nojo-
LUIH K CcTossHKe ¢naepoB. JIXuUM He cTan BLIOHpaTh H
HanpaBwics K 6nvxarimeMy. [TonoXxuB ceTKy c npunacaMu B
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KabuHy, oH nmoMor 3abparbcsa Dmwm. [TloToM, rTyboko B3OOX-
HYB, MJIBYHK M caM ceJl iepel LIUTOM yripaBieHus. CuaeHue
6bUI0 HeynoOHoe, mpegHa3HadeHHoe 11 Ko’otoB. Ho oH
nocrapajicsi o3abuiTh 00 3TOM, TIIATEILHO PACCMOTpEJI MPH-
60opbl, BEIOpaJI HyXHbI€, OLICTPO HaXaJ1 ABE KHOMKH M OITYCTHI
ONWH PBIYAXOK — OITyCTWJ CJIHMIIKOM OBICTPO H CWIBLHO,
noToMy 4rto ¢jaep MOIACKOYWI, YyThb He cOpocHB HmeTei ¢
cugeHuii. OH nogHMMaJIcs Bc€ Bbllle W Bbie, a JIxum
JIMXOpaJlOYHO HaXHMaJl Ha pblyar, nepeBols ero Hasan.
IToroM Haxan ApyTyl0 KHOIKY.

OHM neTenu Bbllle, YeM KO’OTHI, BeTep INpoOHUBAICS B
KaOUHY, M Yy DM Hayanu cie3uTbess ma3za. Ho JIxum 6bun
MOJIOH BO30YXIeHHsI: OH chenain 31o! CObUTHCh HaleXAbl, OH
COOCTBEHHBIMHM PYKaMM OXHUBHA ¢uaep!

5. B nocnednuu zopod

VY dxuma He ObUIO TOYHOTO MapLIpyTa, OH MMOMHMJI TOJIb-
KO HampaBJI€eHHe, B KAKOM OHM JIETeIH B TOT A€Hb, KOrAa UM
B KayecTBe IpeaylpeXIecHHs NMOKA3aJId 3alpeTHBI ropom.
Ha 1or, Hax ropaMu, IOTOM Yepe3 paBHUHY, rae OpoasT crana
TpaBOSIIHBIX, 3aTeM BIONb peKH. Ho B3nerenn oHH 6e3 oco-
ObIX TPYAHOCTEH M Temepb MOTYT JIETETh B JIOOOM HYXHOM
HanpapBlIeHHH.

— MHe KaxeTcs, cobHMpaeTcs OOXAb, — 3aMeTHWIa DJUIH.

XXMM TONBKO XMBIKHY/I, OH ObUI CIMIIKOM 3aHAT NSk
pa3sroBOpoB, XOTSl YacTb CO3HaHHMS OTMETWIAa 3TH CJIOBa.
Ko’oTbl He mobsAT 10XIb, OObIYHO B TAKHE JHH OHHM OCTAIOT-
cs noa Kpbied. JKMM NMOHSU, 4YTO OHH B CYLUHOCTH NOYTH
HMYEro He 3HAIOT O XH3HH KO’OTOB. YeM OHH 3aHHMAIOTCA B
cBoboaHoe Bpemsa? MHorna oHH Bce MCYE3aM, H B 3MaHHAX
NopTa OCTABAJIHUCh TOJBKO 3eMHble KolIKHM. Ho ynerers B
CBOMX KOpabOJysgx oHM Bce He MoryT. bonbline Kopabmm, Kkak
TOT, B KOTOPOM mnpuierend ¢ 3emnd JXxuMm U UM, mo-
MpeXHEMY CTOSUTH Ha mnoJie. TaM ObUTO eLI€ MHOTO MEHBUIMX
Kopabned. JIKMM cyMTan MX pa3BeJYMKAMM, CIIOCOOHLIMH
HECTH TOJIbKO OJXHOIO WIH ABYX KO’OTOB.

CTaHOBWIOCh TEMHee, HEGO 3aTArMBaANOCh Ty4aMH. JIXuM
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B3IPOTHY/, a JJUIH BCKPHKHYJA, Koraa Ha HeGe BCIBIXHY/A
MoJsiHHA. JleTeTh cKBO3b OYpIO U MOJTHUH MaJIbYHKY BOBCE HE
XOTEJNOCh.

— BoT oH — ropoa! — DM CKIOHHWJIACh BHEPEN CO
CBOEro y3KOro CHIeHHUsl, yooOHOro MjIsi KO’OTOB, HO He ISl
monei.

B oTnajieHMH Ha TPAaBIHHUCTOM paBHHHE BUIHEIOCH MATHO,
TeMHee o6nakoB. Tonbko pewrnMocTs JXKHMMa 00Ka3aTh, 4TO
OHHM He BO BCEM 3aBHCAT OT IPE3pUTEbHBIX KO’OTOB, He Jajia
eMy aporHyTb. OH HalleJWI Hoc (plaepa NpsIMO Ha 3TO MATHO.

IMpuBen€r nu ux ¢naep B AeiiCTBHE MOCTABJICHHYIO XCH
3auTy? J>KMM ObLT yBepeH, YTO paccKasbl 00 HCYe3aloLIUX
HaBcerna ¢uaepax — He BbiMbicel. Ho yro mpuBoaur B
neicTBUE MeXaHM3M 3alUUThE: caM ¢aep WIH HaxolsiiMecs
B HEM Ko’oTbI? JIKMM Hajesicd Ha BTOpOE, HO HEe MOT OBbITh
MOJIHOCTBIO B 3TOM YBEPEH.

— Caxych, — €CJIM CMOXET, HO DJUTH He JOJDKHA Jorajbi-
BaTbcAd 00 ero COMHeHHsIX. — J[lanblie Mbl CMOXEM IOUTH
MELIKOM. ..

Hyn cunbHbli BeTep. JIXXUM ¢ TPyAOM YTIPABIs MAlIMHOM,
HaJesiCh, YTO HAXHUMaeT HYXHble KHONKH. Paep OTHOCHIO
B CTOpOHY. DJUIH CHOBAa BCKPHMKHY/A, Ha 3TOT pa3 INpMIIy-
wénHo. Ho MauumHa omyckanachk. OTH ¢Jiaepbl MOXOXH 3a
3eMHbIE BEPTOJIETHI: MOJHUMAIOTCS BEPTHKAJIBLHO, 3HAYHT, H
caJuThCs HOJDKHBI TaK Xe.

JIXHUM ONMyCTWI pblYar, KOTOPhIM NOAHS MalIWHY, Aejal
OH 3TO OY€Hb MEJICHHO, He Xeas yaapuThcs o none. U xora
BETep MO-TpeXHEeMY CHOCHI MX Ha 3amall, OHH CHHXAJIKCh.

Tonyok copocun 6u1 JxuMa ¢ cuaeHus, eciu Obl OH He
ob6Bszaicsa peMHEM. OHM cenu! Ha caMoM aene cean! U Tyr
X€e Hayajicsl CWIbHbIH JIMBEeHb, B HECKOJILKO MTHOBEHHI
NpeBPaTUBLIKICS B CIUIOLIHOM MOTOK.

JIXUM paccTerHy/ peMeHb H NOPLUICA NMOA CHACHbBEM B
MOKCKAX 3aMacoB.

— Ilouutn. MoxeT, eciH NOGeXHUM...

Manbpyuk TOpoIUIMBO BbiOpasics u3 ¢iaepa. Kakoe-to
BpeMs eMY Ka3aJioch, YTo DJuti Mait He coGHpaeTcss HATH 3a
HuM. Ho Tyr nokasanach M oHa, B3gparuBasi NpH KaXaoM
yaape MOJHHUHM M rpoMa. JIxum cxBatui e€ 3a pyky. OH He
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pelIwics MOAJIeTaTh CIMIIKOM OJIM3KO K ropofy, oracasch
TOro, 4To NpUTArHBaio ¢uaepbl. Ho BhicokMe 3naHHA Ha-
MOMHHWIH 3eMII0, U OH NpHOGOApHICS.

OHu nobexanu nox AoXAEM, Boaa GyKBaJIbHO MOMIOTHIA
HMX, MOMEHTAJIBHO HaCKBO3b MPOMOYHB ITYyLIKCThIE KOCTIOMBI,
MPHUKIIEHB BOJIOCHI K ToJIoBe, OOJIBHO XjlecTasd MO OTKPLITOH
KOXe.

OHu noaxoawnu Bc€ Onmxe U Ommke, M 3MaHHS ropojaa
BBIPACTAIM NPAMO Ha Ma3ax. B oTinMyMe OoT NMpH3eMHCTDHIX
COOpPYXEHHMH B NOPTY KO’OTOB, 3TH 30aHUS UMEJTH HECKOJIBKO
3TaXei JaXe Ha okpaumHe ropoma. HecMoTpsi Ha moxns,
JIxuM Buaen panbuie em€é Gosiee BbICOKME coopyxXeHusi. A
BIOPYT OHH HEOXMIAHHO OKAa3aJIMCh Ha COBEPLIEHHO TIOJIOWH
TUIOIIAIH, Ha KOTOPO#i COBCEM He pocia Tpapa. DTa IUIolIaab
TSIHyJ1ach 0O CTeH OjuXaliluero 3maHus.

DJUM momnbiTajlach BhIpBaThesd. «TyT Hexopolo...»

JIxuM ene paccibiluan €€ cioBa M3-3a lIyMa OypH.

— IMouutH! — pelIMTENLHO Besesl OH M NoGexXaJ BIepén,
MOTalUUB 32 COOOM IEBOYKY.

BHe3anHO NMOSIBWIOCH CTPAHHOE OLUYLUEHHE, CJIOBHO YTO-
TO HEBHAMMOE MBITAIOCHh OCTAHOBHUTDb ero. Koxy 3akosnoJio, B
rojioBe BCNbIXHY/a 6onb. Ho oH ynpsiMo npoaoyrkan GexXars.
OHH npoGeXayiM IUIoladb H OKA3aJIUCh Y MEPBOM CTEHBI.

B Heit He ObUIO HM ONHOIO OKHAa WIH OTBEPCTHS, a CaMoO
3[4aHUE KAa3aJ10Ch OYeHb IIMHHBIM. [1loBepHYB Hanpaso, Jxum
HanpaBWICS BAOJIb 3TOro coopyxeHus. OH oKa3zajic Npas:
ONHO 3[aHHE KOHYWIOChH, a MNepel CIeAyIOLUUM OTKpbUICS
y3KHMi TNpoXond, pa3iefisiBIUMHA 3TH OBa cTpoeHu. JEpHYB
DM 3a pyKy, JXKUM BOLIEN B Hero.

OHHM oKa3aTHCh B Y3KOM Iepeyike, BeAylleM BHYTPb ropo-
Ja Mexay AByMs 3naHMsIMM. Bnepenu 6bU1o TEMHO, M KOHLIA
nytu JIxum He Buaen. Ho koe-uyro usMeHwioch. Kak Tojsko
OHHU BOUUIH B Npoxon, 6ypss KOHYWIACh.

IIxuM ornsHysncs. 1o oTKphITOl IUIOLIAAN, KOTOPYIO OHH
TONBKO YTO TEPECEeKIH, MO-TpeXHEMYy XJIeCTall CWIbHbIH
JIOXIb; CKBO3b €T0 3aBecy 6bu1 enBa BuaeH duaep. Ho Ha Hux
Tenepb He nomnagano HU Karui. [locMoTpeB BBepx, IIxuM He
yBHIEJl HUKAKON KpBILIH.

3maHusl ¢ obeMX CTPOH MpeACTARIIM coboi mMagkue
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CTEeHBl OJMHAKOBOIO CEPOro LiBeTa, Oe3 BCAKUX OKOH, KakK
CTEHKM OTPOMHBIX AIIHKOB. [Tox HoraMu paccTuiaiace Moc-
ToBasl U3 TOTO Xe MaTepHasia, HH cjiella NMbUIM, KaK Oyaro e€
TOJIBKO 4TO MOAMEJIH.

DM BeIpBaia pyKy. « MHe He HpaBHTCH 3TO MecTo. OHo...
OHO MOXOXeE Ha TIOPbMY!»

JIXXHM HCIBITHIBAJI TO Xe caMoe, HO He cobupajicsi NpH-
3HaBaThcsl. «Ho MBI Benb mpouuin? A Ko’OTbl HE MOTYT.
Tenepb HyXHO ocMOTpeThes». Ho, HampaBngsach K LIEHTPY IO
npoxolay — 3JUIM LIUIAa Ha 1IAar No3aiu Hero, — OH YyBCTBO-
Ban ctpax. [{a. Kak 6yaTo YTO-TO 3HAET O HHUX, XIET...

HeTt! JlyMaTh TaK — 3HAYHWT HAMpallUBaTLCd Ha HENPUAT-
Hoctd. [lama roBopus, YyTo Koraa mpeacTaBiselib cebe
TPYAHOCTH, OHH BCErma KaXxyTcsl CTpalilHee, YeM B JAeHCTBH-
TenbHOCTH. U eln€ nmana roBopuia... JIXXuM ABaxiabl ObICTpO
cmoTHyn. Kak 6b1 OH XoTes1, YTo6bI 31eCh C HUMH ObUIM namna
u Mama. Her, nydme nycts Bcé Oymer Tak, Kak ObUIO OO
KaTacTpodhl...

Ho, kak HM XOTH, 3TOro He 6ymeT. 3mech TOJBLKO OHH C
JJUIM, M TOKA HHUYEIo CTPALIHONO He mpou3ouuio. JIxXum
nowén 6eicTpee. Msrkue noaouBel 06YBH, KOTOPYIO AJUIH HM
KO’OTBI, HE CTy4aT, HO KaK HM crapaJics JXuM uatu éecurym-
HO, BC€ paBHO OT 1IarOB pa3faBajiCd 3BYK, MOXOXHI Ha
LIEMNOT.

JIxuM B3DIAHYN Ha Owid. OHa cMoTpena NpsMO nepen
co0oii, rMasa Ka3aiuch CIMUIKOM OOJILLIMMM A €€ IMLA, Ha
KaXIOM lIary OHa 4YyThb INOBOpayHMBaja rojioBy, Kak OyaTo
6osu1ach 4YTO-TO YBHAETH, HO ellI€ Gonblie Gosach He YBH-
JeTb. 1 OH MCIBITBIBAM TO X€ caMoe.

Ilepeynok BbiBen Ha GoJsiee LMIMPOKYIO YJIMIY C MOBOpPOTa-
MH. U TYT OHM yBHIENH, YTO Y 30aHMi O6e3 OKOH €CTh ABEpH.
Ho HMKaKix HOBBLIX KpacokK, KpoMe TyCKJIO-Cepoii, H Kaxnoe
3JaHHe B TOYHOCTHM TMOXOXe Ha Mpelbiaylliee, U Bce ABEPH
MPOYHO 3aMepThl.

CTpax 3acTaBis1 JeicTBOBaTh. JIXXMM HampaBWiIcs K OJH-
Xaifiei nsepu. Hudyero nmoxoxero Ha py4yky He Hauuviock. OH
HaXaJl Ha MOBEPXHOCTD JIAOHBIO, OHA He Mojaiachk. Moxer,
MOCTY4aTh Ky/JIakoM, YToObl BHYTpH ycabiuaiu? Ho Ixum He
MOT 3aCTaBUTB ceOsl caenarb 3TO.
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Tak THxX0... TaK... TaAK NOKHHYTO. DJUTH M»3ii cTostia noc-
peauHe ynuubl. OHa nNpHXHMMala KyJaK KO PTY, CJIOBHO
CTapajliach cliepXaThb KpHMK. [Jlaza y He€ LIMPOKO pacraxHy-
JIUCh OT cTpaxa, TAKUMH HX XXMM HHUKOrZa He BHAEN.

— 5 xouy Haszam, — mnpouienTtajla oHa. — Xo4y YHTH
orcloaal
— Henpzsa, — [IxuMy noHagoOwiach Bcsl XpaOpocTb,

YTOOBI CKa3aTh 3T0. — HaM HyXHO HaMTH MHlly, MOMHHIIL?

Ho 3nnu nokayana rongoBoi. «Jlyyine ectb emy s
KOTST, YEM OCTaBaTbCs 3[€Chb».

DTH CJIOBA YBEJIMYWIH He TOJIBKO cTpax JXXuMa, HO U THEB
Ha cebs 3a 3TOoT cTpax. OH He MOGEXHT Ha3al, TOJIBKO
MOTOMY 4YTO IBEpb He OTKpbiBaeTcs! OHH He MOIYT ceifyac
yiiTH, NMPOCTO He MoryT!

OH nocMmoTpen BaoJb yauubl. HecMoTpss Ha MoOJayTbMYy,
HenoJa€EKy Obl BUAEH €LUE€ OAUH MPOXOA MeXAy AoMaMHU —
€CJIM 3TO AOMa; OH CMOXET OJIiKe NMOABECTH HUX K LEHTpY. A
MaJIbYUK CYMTA, YTO €CJIH TYT €CTh KAKHe-TO CKIaAbl, TO OHH
JIOJDXHBI ObITh B LIEHTpE.

IxuM ornsaHyincs. Omnu Mbaii, HaxMypuBIIMCHL, LI 3a
HUM. MoxeT, oHa GOHTCSl yXOOUTb M3 ropoaa onHa. Ho uuia
OHAa TaK MEUICHHO M HEOXOTHO, 4To JIXHMYy NpHILUIOCH
OCTAHOBHTBCSl Y BXOJa B MNepeyloK H NONOXAaTb NEBOYKY.
EMy caMOMy He XOTeJIoCh YIIyOJIATbCS B TEMHBIH MEpeysioK.

Bce nu xcu meprBei? OH HayMHan aymaTh, 4to ga. Ho
ropol He Kasajcsi 6pouieHsiIM. HU Ha omHOM M3 3MaHMii He
ObUIO BHAHO paspylueHuii. KOHeYHO, OKOH HeT, HedeMy
pa3buBaThcsl, HO Bce ABepH 3aKpbiThl. Kak OyaTo Xurenau
TOJIBKO YTO YTIAKOBAJIHCh M YEXalH...

OHM LM MO BTOPOMY NEPEYNKY U yXe MpUHOMIDKAIUCh K
OCBELIEHHOMY MECTY, KOIla HaKOHEL-TO YCJIBIIIAIM TOCTO-
poHHMIi 3BYK. JleTh octaHOBWIKCH. Tonot, pewwn JXuM, Ho
He TOXOXHH Ha TOMOT HOl.. H OH JOHOCWICH CIepeaH.
[ToyeMy-TO 3TOT 3BYK, XOTSl M OYEHb CTpPaHHbIH, HEMHOIO
paccesil cTpax.

Ho [IxuM npopoypkan npwXMMaThcsi K TPaBoM CTeHe
nepeynka, DJUTH cripsAiTajiach 32 HUM. OHHU ceany HECKOJb-
KO O4YeHb OCTOPOXHBIX LIaroB Briep€A. M BLIMIAHYNM Ha
APYTYIO YIHMLY, IHpe U ¢ 6oJiee BBICOKMMM 3JaHUSMH.
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— Cwmotpu!

XMy He HyXeH ObUT yKasaTeJbHbIH Majiell DIUIM: OH H
caM BHIEJI, YTO CJIeBa OT HMX YTO-TO JABHXKETCS, BHIXOAS M3-
3a yria.

3710 He Oeraommii poboT-nayk ko’oroB... Het, ropasmo
6oJlee KOMMNaKTHas MeTautHyeckas ¢purypa. H... oHa yuctuna
yJuuy.

Po6oT — ouncTuTens ynuu! 3Ha4YUT, KTO-TO XOYET, YTOODI
ropoa ocTaBajicsi B mopsake.. MoxeT, eciH OHH MOHAYT
C/lelOM 3a HMM... Ha 6e30N1aCHOM YNaJIeHHH, KOHEYHO... OHH
HaWAyT TOro, KTo HanpaBWiI pob6ota Ha paboty?

Ho xorma [IxuM cobupajicsi OCylIeCTBHTh 3TOT IUIAH,
DJUTH OTYassHHO BuUenwiack B Hero. M TyT Xe waru po6ota
OBUTH 3arjylIeHbl ropa3no MeHee HEBHHHBIM 3BYKOM.

DJT0 TOXE OBUIO MOXOXE HA LIarM — MeTajula Mo MeTally.
JXxuM cHoBa cripsiTajicsl B NepeyiKe, NPUTHYBLIHCh B cCAaMOM
rYCTOM TEHH, IUIeYOM K IUledy ¢ DJUTH; AEBOYKA 3aXHMana
PYKOH pOT, CJIOBHO XOT€Jia 3aIJIyLLIMTb 3BYKM ObIXaHHS.

Cnesa npuOamxanach elié ogHa ¢urypa, NpMMEpPHO po-
ctoM ¢ many, moayMan JIxum. Xcu?.. Her, oHa Gbula ToXe
Metauimdeckass. Ho BHellHe mnoxoguia Ha 4ejloBeKa: [Be
TonallM1e HOIM, fAiileoOpa3sHOE TeNO LIMPOKHM KOHLIOM
BBepX, KOHWYecKas rojiopa. OT Tejla OTXOAMWIM ABe Naphbl PyK,
3aKaHYMBaBLIHECS KICWIHIMH; BEpXHsis Mapa Obuia ropasao
MeHble HHXHel. BOKpyr rosioBbl, Ha KOTOPO#l MaJb4HK He
3aMETHJI HHU cllefla pTa WIM HOca, NMPOXOAWIa MoJocKa JHC-
KOB: KaXIblii NMpHMepHO ¢ OGonbuioi naneu Jxuma, oHHU
NMOoNepeMEHHO BCIbIXHBAJIH.

Ecau 3To rmnasa, To AeTeii OHM He 3aMeTWIH. PoGot
LieJIeHanpaBJIeHHO JBUIaJIcs Bcieq 3a yoopwiukoM. Ho xum
BUEJ, YTO 3TO ropasno Oosee cloXHasi MallMHA; MOXET,
4acoBoii, obXoslIMi cBoi paiioH. Y BHMA €ro KielHeEH,
60NbUIMX M MaJICHBKHX, MAJIBYHKY COBCEM He TNOHpaBWICS.

OHH nopoxaain, MOKa pobOT He CKpPLUICS 3a MOBOPOTOM,
U TOJBKO NMOTOM PELIWIMCh NMOLIEBEJINTHCH.

— OH MeHA He noiimaer! — 3asBWwia Owid. — S uny
Hasan!

MoxeT, oHa mnpaBa, BbIHYXIE€H ObUI coracuThes JIXUM.
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Ero norpsicno yBuaeHHoe. CTaThb IUVIEHHMKOM 3TOTO MeTall-
JIMYECKOTO YyNOBHMINA — IIPOCTO KOLIMap.

— Hy, xopomo, — cnaicsa oH. DIUIH yXe IBHHYJach IO
nepeyJKy Hasaj.

Ho Tyt oHa BCKpHKHYJIA H yTiaia Obl, eciiil OB He Onépiach
JUIEYOM O CTeHY. 3akpblB O0OEMMHM pyKaMH YIIH, O€BOYKa
TUIOTHO 3aXXMypHJIa IVla3a.

— Hert! Her!

MoxeT, He TaK SICHO KaK DJUIM, HO JIXHM TOXE YJIOBWI
curHan. Tupo! ScHblii ¥ YETKHMIT CUTrHANI-MBICTb THpO.

— Mep u Tupo... — B apoxana. — Hert!

Ho 310 6buta mpaBaa. Hu oguH xo’oT He Mor mociaThk
Takoil curHan. Pnaaep npuOGMIKaICA K 3araqo4yHOi rpaHMIe
ropoaa, ero IpUTATHBAJIO, a Ha 6opTy y Hero — Mep u Tupo.

DM oTkKpbina rnaza. «OHHU... HaBEpHOe, MCKaJIM Hac. A
Tenepb... 3Ta IITYKAa C KICLWIHSIMH HX mnoiiMaer. Mbl He
JIOJDKHBI AOMYCTUTh 3Toro. He MoXeM...» — OHa oTAeNnIach
OT cTeHbl M mnobexana. He oT ynuibl, HAa KOTOpPOW OHH
BHIEIH poboTa, a NPSAMO Ha He€ W BAONb Mo He. JIxuMm
noGeXas BC/ied 3a NEBOYKOM, MEIIOK C IPOAYKTaMH 61 ero
no 6okKy. .

Ynuua Bcé BpeMsi noBopaynBaia. JIXxuM noaymai, 4ro Bce
YAHLBI 31€Ch — NPOCTO OKPYXHOCTH, COeIMHEHHBIE APYT C
IpYTOM Y3KHMMH TlepeyjIKaMH, HeYTO ToXoXee Ha TayTHHY
orpoMHoro nayka. OH 6bICTpO JOrHan DIUIH.

— Crywaii, — BBIIOXHYJ OH Ha 6Gery, — MBI He MOXeM
npocTo Tak GexaTtb. Hac moiiMaeT 3Ta 1ITyKa, mpexiae 4YeM
MBI XOTb YTO-TO caeaeM. HaM HyXHO ocTaBaTbcs Ha CBOGO-
Zie, eCIi Mbl XOTUM TOMOYb...

OH Gosuics, YTo DJUTH He criocoOHa ero ycibluaTh. TaM,
rae neno xacaioch Mep, ¢ Hel 6bUlo TpyaHo cnoputbh. Ho
OHa OIISTHYJIaCh.

— Tbl, HaBepHOe, NpaB, — CEpAUTO COIMIaCHIach OHa. —
Ho MBI DOJDKHBI TOMOYD HM.

— IlomoxeM, — mnoobGewan [IxuM, mpo ceds aymas,
HaCKOJIBKO Yy HMX MaJI0O BO3MOXHOCTeH cepXaTh ero obeua-
HHe. Ho B omHOM Manbp4mK 6bU1 cornaced ¢ Omwiu. Ecou Mep
H Tupo rae-to B ropoae, OHH OOJDKHBI UM NOMOYb.

— Hwudero xopoiliero Takas 6eroTHs HaM He NIPHHECET, —
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OH Taxeno aslman. — HyxHo MATH B LIEHTp. Y HHX TaM
LICHTPaJIbHOE 3JJaHME.

DM nobexana MemieHHeil. OHH CHOBA OKa3aJIMCh Y
BXoJa B OMMH M3 MEpeYIKoB. «3T0 UMeeT cMbici. Hy, naaHo,
MoLutH!»

OHH NPOCKOYWIH NEepey/IoK M BBILUIM HA HOBYIO M3rMba-
JOLIyIOoCS YJIMLY, B BBIXOASIOUX Ha He€ 3NaHHUAX BCE IBEPY.
ToXe OBbUIM 3aKpHIThI. A BliepeaH OTKPBUICS HOBLIH MepeyioK.
On nokazajcsa J[xuMy Kopodue.

O Gexana Ha war Bnepeay Hero. OGepHYBIIMCH, OHA
6pocwia yepe3 miedo: «OHU ux B3sH... Mep u Tupo...»

JX1M HCIONB30BaJl CBOM C TAKMM TPYAOM HOOBITHIE CITO-
cobHoctH... la, Tupo. Ho Ko’0T, Ka3zanoCh, He CIHbIIIAJ
Manb4uKa. OT Hero HCXOOMJIa cMeCh THEBa M CTpaxa.

— i Mory Haiitu Mep, — yBepeHHoO cka3ana 3. — Ho
oHa OouTci... oyeHb 6outcsa. Hukorma 6s1 He mogymana, YyTo
Mep MoxeT Tak GOSITbCS... — JIMLIO Y AEBOYKM NpHOOpeno
Ype3BLIYAHHO BCTPEBOXEHHOE BbIPAXEHHE.

OHHM MONONUIH K KOHLYy TOCJEOHEro Iepeyika: Tepen
HUMH OTKpbUICS LEHTpP ropoJa-nayTUHbl. TaM CTOSUIH YeTbi-
pe 30aHHUs, TOpa3fo BbIlI€ OCTAIbHBIX. A B CepeIHHE —
MSTOE, KAa3aJIoCh, YXOAMBLIEEe MPAMO B TyCKJIOoe TEMHOe He6o.

Ho oTKphITOE NMpOCTpPaHCTBO Mepel HHUM ObUIO 3aHATO:
TIOCJIEAHIO KPYTOBYIO YJHIY Tiepell CepAlieM ropoja 3aroji-
HSUIO €ro HacelleHHe.

6. B 6awnro

Tonna cocTosina He U3 JMIOAEH, a U3 METAJUTMYECKHX pobo-
TOB, NepeABUTaBLIMXCS Ha ABYX HOTaX. Y HEKOTOPhIX BEpXHHE
KOHEYHOCTH ObUIM IUIOTHO NMpHXaThl K TeNy, KaK M Y Toro,
nepsoro. JIpyrue cBo6oqHo pa3zMaxuBaid MMH. UHoraa oHH
PacKpBIBUIM M 3aKpBIBAJIM KICLIHH, WIEJKAIM HMH, H OT
3TOro 3BYKa APOXb NMpobexana no teay Ixuma. D Moaii
NMpHXanack K HeMy.

— OHH... OHH HAC CXBaTAT, — €Ji€ CHBIUIHBIM 1IENOTOM
nporopopwia oHa. Ho JIxmuM, noHabGmionaB ¢ MHMHYTY, pe-
LW, YTO B ABHXXEHHSX POBOTOB MPOCKAIbL3BIBAET YTO-TO
CTpaHHOe. D10 MalMHBI. Jla, OHM ABHralorcs, Kak monu. U
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OH He COMHEBAICSA, YTO OHM OMNACHBI; BHI IIEIKAIOLINX
KJIelHell eMy omnpeleJ€HHO He mNoHpaswicsi. Ho 3To He
HaCTOSILIME JIIOOH.

OnmHako caejaM HX JIOOH. A 3TO 3HAYHUT, YTO OHH BHINOJ-
HAIOT KOTa-TO OTAAHHbIE UM TPHMKA3bI.

JIxXuM mnpHcen M TNPHUTSAHYN K cebe apoxalryio DIUiH.
«[Tocneamn 3a HUMHM, — TIpHKa3ajl OH. — BHAMLIb XOTHb 4YTO-
HUOYOb... YTO YTOAHO... HacTosee?»

— Yro 3HayMT Hacrodllee? — cmnpocwia oHa. — OHHU
HaCTOSILIME, JaXe CIMLIKOM.

— A uMelo B BUAY JIOOEH... KAK MBI.

OH BHMMaTeJIbHO HabGmoaan, a poboThl NMPOAOIKAJIM pac-
XaXuBaTh BOKPYT 30aHMii. bena B ToM, 4YTO OHM cOBEpLIEHHO
ONMHAKOBBbI, H ObLUIO TPYAHO OTIMYMTbL OQHOIO OT HPYTOro.
CylecTBOBaNIa €IMHCTBEHHAS pa3HHULA: OMHH CBOGOAHO pa3-
MaxXMBaJIM pPYKaMM, APYTMe OepXald HX IpHUXaThIMH K
Tynouuly. Ho HacTosluMx XHBBIX Jiodeil HMrae He 6bulo
BUAHO.

— Hukoro He BuXy, — npoulenraia . — IXuM... —
OHa CWIBHO CXaJla MajibLlaMH ero pyKy. — Mep... Tupo... oHu
TaM... B 3TOi OoNblIOH OallHEe MocepeauHe.

JIxuM ToXe ynoBun curHald. He curHan B CYIHHOCTH,
TMIOTOMY YTO OH H€ coiepXaJl CoOOlLIeHMsI, — MPOCTO OLIyLle-
HHE CTpaxa, TAKOTO CWIbHOIO, YTO MO3T MAUTHYHUKA OTLIATHYJICS.
M Mpicabp 3Ta NpUYMHIWIA 6ONb CWIbHEEe NAJbLEB DJUTH.

— Ha, — cornacuiacsi oH. — OHM TamM. U1 HaM HyxHO
no6paTbcsa 10 HHX.

Ho 4T00bI caenars 310, TpeOGOBaNOCHh NPONTH Yepe3 TOJMITY
po60TOB, MaplLIMPYIOLIUX HAa OTKPHITOM MECTE MEXIY AeThbMHU
M 30aHUSIMH. [IXMM cuMTas, YTO 3TH poOOTHl — OXpaHHHKH.
CMOrIyT M OHH ¢ DJUIH NPOHTH MMMO HMX?

Jlionu... ecnu XcH JEHCTBUTEIBHO OBUIH JIOAbLMH... cAena-
JIM 3TMX poOOTOB M JaJIM MM 3anaHue. OxpaHa — OT Ko’oToB?
O6nymbIBast 310, JIXHUM YJIOBHI CBA3HYIO MBICIb — HE CBOIO
COOCTBEHHYIO.

— Tupo! — MoXeT, OH JaXe MPOU3HEC 3TO MM BCIYX.
BricTpo, KaK MOT, OH OTBETHJI MBICIbIO-CUTHAJIOM, XOTS 3TO
NO-NpeXHEMY JaBaJIOCh €My C TPYAOM.

«Tupo, rae BbI?»
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«¥Yxonu!» — TIpHKa3 ObUT OTHAH C TAKOM CWIOH, 4TO
BbI3BaJI 60JIb.

«Het! — otBeTHN ManbuMK. — THpO, ecTb JIM TaM XcH?
Tol ux Buzen?»

«XCcH MEpPTBBI... JaBHO MepTBbl. KMBBI TOJIBKO MX 3JIble
CIIYyTH», — Ka3aJioch, THPO CNpaBWICS CO CBOMM CTpPaxoM.

JIxuM 3aayMaincs Hax cooblieHueM ko’ota. OH ObLI yBe-
peH, 4yto THpo Mor Obl YJIOBHTb MBICIM XCH, KaK CMOT
BOCIIOJIb30BaThCA 3TOM CcBoeil cnocobHocThIO Ha 3emie. OH
HEe TOJNbKO YCTAHOBWI TOraa KOHTakT ¢ JIXKHMOM, HO H
y3HaBaJl MHOTO€ [pyTOe.

JIxuM obmmzan ry6el. Utak, Xcu MepTBBl. A 3TH... OH
CYIOPOXHO NBITAJICS BCTIOMHUTD, YTO YHTaJl O KOMIIBIOTEpaXx,
0 po6oTax. bonslyio yacTs HHPOpMALIMKH OH MOYEPITHYN U3
danTactuxn. Ho Manpyumk 3Han, yTto HMHoraa caHTacTHKa
CTaHOBWIACh peaibHOCThIO. HanpuMep, ToT nucarens, BepH,
OH Belb NHcal O NMOABOAHBIX JIOAKAX CTO JIET Ha3al, Koraa
BCE OyMasli, YTO OHM HeBo3MoxXxHbl. 1 atromMHass Gomba, u
aToMHasl 3Hepriusd — BCE 3TO paHbllleé ONMHCBHIBAJIOCH B pac-
cKa3ax.

HTtak, 1onycTHMM, MOXHO CO3[aTh KOMIbIOEP, NMOCTPOUTD
Takux po6oroB. JliomM yMpyT, BCe HCYE3HYT, a MalIMHBI
6yayT nmpojosKaTh paGoTaTh, BBINOJHATH TO, HAa YTO 3ampo-
TPaMMHMpPOBaHbl. DTH pOGOTHI 3aNpPOrpaMMHPOBaHbI ObITh
oxpaHHMKamMu. M npomomxalor oxpaHaTs. Jaxe koraa 3To
TepsieT CMBICJI, KAK Y TOro Xe yOopiluMka: BeAb 31eCbh HET
Gonpllle HU OAHOTO XCH, KOTOPOMY He BCE pPaBHO, YHCTbIe
YJULbI WIH TPA3HBIE.

Ho ecian poGoTbl HacTpoeHbl NPOTHB KO’OTOB, YTO OHH
caenaior ¢ JDXMMOM, eclIi OH NMPOCTO BHIALET K HUM?

Manpyuk 3a0yM4YHBO TIOTSHYN cebs 3a HIDKHIOW ryby. OH
HE Xo4YeT NMpoboBaThb — 3TH WIENKAOUIHE KICUIHH... 3TH
pa3MaxMBaoliie pykHu... Her, eMy BoBce He XouyeTcsl MATH
Tyna. Ho oH 3Haj, YTO paHO WIM TMO3JHO 3TO NpPHAETCH
caenarb. HyxHo mpocto BeIMTH M nobGexars... [lana Bcerma
TOBOPHI, YTO €CJIH YTO-TO HYXHO CAEJIaTh, JYYLIHi crocob
— TIPOCTO B3SITh U CH€JIaTh.

JIXHM onmycTH/1 CBOM HeOOJNbLIONH MELIOK M BCTaJ.

— Yro THI coGUpaelIbes aenatr? — pasgancst Bonpoc. Ox,
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OH Xe TOYTH 326U 00 Dt M3, HO OHa no-NpeXHeMy
3necs. Hano nogyMarts ¥ o Hei.

— Koraa g nofiny Tyaa, — ckKa3aj OH €, — Tbl NOBOpa-
yuBaii U Oern. berm kKak MoXHO ObicTpee — M mMoAanblie
oTcloaa.

OnHako B MOJYTbME OH YBHIEJ, KaK E€BOYKA SIPOCTHO
KayaeT roJIOBOH.

— A ue yiny! 3necs Mep. 1 He craHy yOeraTb U He
octaBmo Mep Hu 3a yto B Mupe! [louumn Tyna!

OHa cTpallHO paccepawiach, HO XXMM He 3HaJ, Ha Hero
WIH Ha poOOTOB.

— Torma ocraBaiicsi 31nech, — MaJIbMHK OTBETW Ha €€
YIIpSIMCTBO coOCTBeHHBIM. EMy HHYYTh He XoTenoch Gecmno-
KOMTBCSI O TOM, YTO CIIYYHMTCS ¢ DJUTH, €CJIH poboTaM 3eMHbIe
JIOAH MOHpAaBATCS He Ooblie Ko’oToB. OH-TO MOXeT GeraThb
6picTpo. [IBa roga noapsiA OH BBIMIPLIBAII COPEBHOBAHUS IO
Gery B mikosie. MoXeT, OH cyMeeT Nnpo6exaTb MUMO MaplliH-
pylouux po6oroB. OHH He o4eHb 6bicTpo ABHraiorcia. Ho B
Takoil 3aber 6paTh ¢ co00i JEBYOHKY OH HE XO4YeT.

— 5 ymero GeraThb He XyXe Te6s1, — DJUIM BCKOYWIA Ha
HOTH, CXaJla pyKH B KyJlaKM U NMOJAHecNa UX K rpyau. — U
HaM He HYXHO GexaTh BMecTe. MoXeT, Mbl MX CITyTaeM, €CJIH
no6exum nopo3Hs. Ciyuiaif, — oHa noxa3ajia Ha 6alIHIo0, —
s1 Nobery BOH K TOMY MecTy. A Thl Oerd K ApPYroi CTOpOHe
atoro 3aaHus. Mep u Tupo rae-To B LieHTpe.

JxuM noxan rwiedaMu. OH 3HaJI, YTO HE CTOUT CIIOPHTH C
D Mpaii, xorna y He€ Takoe HacTpoeHue. YEpT BO3bMH!
Bcé MoXeT copBaThCsl M3-3a He€, HO MPHUIOETCH AeNiaTh, KaK
OHa XoYeT.

OHH elé HEeCKOJbKO MTHOBEHHH INOCTOSUIM B HeEpElIH-
TENILHOCTH, DISIAS ‘Ha poOOTOB, KOTOpbi€ BLILIATHBAJIU IO
CBOMM MaplIpyTaM, He MNOBOpaYMBas M He OIIANbIBAsCh.
3areM IxuM nobGexasn, He oOpaiias Goibllle BHUMaHHS Ha
O Mbaii. OH yBEPTHIBAJICA OT MapUIMPYIOLIHX POOOTOB,
KaXxnoe MTHOBEHHME OXHAasi, YTO €ro CXBaTAT 3TH XYTKHe
xinemwHn. Ho U1 cTpaXHHKOB OH CJIOBHO 6bU1 HeBHAMM. Hu
OIMH M3 HUX HE CMOTpPEJ Ha Hero (ecju, KOHEYHO, poOOThI
MOryT cMoTpeTh). 1 HHM OooHa KiellHs He MNMpPOTIHYJIach K
HEMY.
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YXe cierka 3apIxasiCh, OH YyTh He HATKHYJICS Ha CTEHY
snanua. [lotom noBepHyics u nouckan ik, CosceM Hena-
JIEKO OT Hero y 3laHus YTO-TO ABHTajoch — IuM. Urtak,
o6ouM nogesno. K oMy xe JIxxuM ocMenen u ObUI pal, 4To
ycTaHOBWI (aKT, KOTOPBIH MOXET HM B JaJIbHEHIIIeM NPHUIO-
IUThcsA. Mapiumpyiolie po6oThl BooOllle He oOpallaloT Ha
HUX BHUMaHHA. Heyxenmn OHHM TaK NMOXOXH Ha MCYE3HYBLIMX
XCH, YTO poOOTHI NMPHHSUIM MX 33 CBOMX CTaphIX X03g€¢B?

B y3KOM NpOMeXYTKe MeXAy 30aHHEM M LEHTpaIbHOM
6alrHeif HU4Yero He Apuranock. Ho JIXXuM peliwn, 4YTo Jydiie
oboiitd mo Kpyry. HyxHo HalTH OTKpBHITYIO IBEpb B 3TO
LIEHTPAJIbHOE COOPYXEHHE, a eAMHCTBEHHAs JBEPb, KOTOPYIO
OH TIOKA BHAE, ObUla 3aKpHITa.

OH nmomMaxan pykoii JeBouKe, NO3BaB €€ K cebe. U3 Hapyx-
HOIO Kpyra MNpoao/iXal JAOHOCHUTbCS 3BOH pobGoToB. [deTH
MOAOLIUIH K LIEHTPaJIbHOMY 30aHHIO H HavaJi 0OXOAUTH ero.
«OHO CWIBHO OTJIMYaeTCs OT BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX COOPYXEHUH
ropoja, COBCeM KpYIJIoe M YKa3bIBaeT B HeGo, — moaymai

JIXuM, — KaK YrpoXalolllMii TMraHTCKMii nanel». baluHs
JaXe YTOHBUIANACh C BBICOTOH, HANMOMHHas najel M o
dopme.

OHH 060LIIM MONOBHHY GalllHH, KOrAa DJUIM BOCKIHKHY-
na: «Cmotpul»

Ha niowanke Mexny 6aliHeii M BHELIHMMM 30aHHSIMH
crosu1 yiaep KO’OTOB. .

— 310 Pnaep Mep... — Buu nobexana, CIOBHO OXHIasl,
yTO GeNo-cepas KolIKa ellé CHAUT 3a npubopamn. Ho xabu-
Ha ObUIa mycra.

JIX¥1M npoBEN JIaKOHBIO 10 JI0y. C TOro MOMEHTa KaK OHH
MOJYyYWIH curHansl Tupo m Mep, OH crapajics NporHatb U3
CBOEIO CO3HAHMS CTapylo0 KOLIMapHylo KapTuHy. K cyacthio,
eMy XBaTallo o 4éM AyMaTb, YToOBl He BCIOMHHaTb. Ho
Tenepb OH BHOBb YBHIEJ TY NPH3Pa4YHYI0 KAPTMHY — yXac-
HyI0 raseTHyl0 ¢otorpadmio; OH HHKOMY HE pacCKa3bIBal,
yto BHIeN e€. PoTorpadHio pa3dGUTOrO CaMoJIETa, TONO CaMoO-
ro, Ha KOTOpOM JIETeJIM MaMa H Mamna... Korga morutmu.

OH nNOHsI, YTO B INMyOHMHe AyLIM CYMTAN: OHM HAaWAYT
pa3oursiii daaep. Kak Tor camonér. Ho onm ¢ O Mbaii He
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yBUIEeIM Booblile HUKakoro yulep6a. Kak 6ynro Tupo n Mep
MPOCTO NMOCANWIH MallIHHY, CJIOBHO Ha IoJie B MOPTY.

JIxuM o6seryéHHO B3MOXHYJ. BcE€, YyTO HYXHO caenarh,
3To HaWTH Ko’oToB. Drnaep ManeHbKHIA; MOXET, OH BCEX
YeTBephIX He mnoaHuMeT. Ho caMas Oosbluasg ONacHOCThb
rpo3ut Ko’otaM. OHH ¢ M 6e3 BCAKUX TpensSTCTBHI
nonainu B ropoa. Ouu ornpasar Tupo u Mep B ux ¢naepe, a
MOTOM TOMIYT K CBOEMY.

O Mpaii crosyia HemoABHXKHO, 3aXaB YLIM PyKaMH H
IUTOTHO 3aKphIB IMa3a. JIXuM 6e3 c/IoB 3HaJl, YTO OHA NbITa-
eTcs yNIoBUTb Mbicb Mep. OH nocian coGCcTBEeHHBII NPU3BLIB,
HO JepXaJl Ila3a M YWIHM OTKpHITBIMH. OTKyda MM 3HaTb,
KaKUe XHTPOCTH NMPHUMEHWIHM XCH, KOrla CTPOWIH CBOH ro-
poa? Moxer ObITh, CyLIECTBYET M JApyras 3allUTa, Kpome
po6oToB, U XXMM MNpeaNnoydTan yBHAETb OMACHOCTb, €CJIH
OHa BO3HHKHET.

— OHH BHYTPH, — DUtM M3 KUBHY/1A B CTOPOHY GalHH.

JxuM yxe Hayan geiicTBoBaTh. OH NIPOTHCHYJICA Ha CHAE-
HHUe dJiaepa M NMPHUHICS H3y4YaTb TPHOOPHYIO JOCcKy. THpo
YTO-TO XO4YET, 3TO o4YeHb BaxHo. He opyxmue. Bo BcskoM
ciiyyae TakK INokasanoch XXMMy no Toil pa3MbiTOii KapTHHE,
KOTOpYIO OH YJIOBWI OT pa3BeA4MKa-Ko’oTa. [loyemy-To Ha
3TOT pa3 NMOHATh THpo oka3zanochk TpyaHee. U aeno 6vu10 He
B €ro HeCcOBepUIEHHbIX MMO3HAHHUSAX, a KaK B TeJeBH30pe,
KOTZla OHAa M3 JIaMIN BBIXOJWUT H3 CTpOsl, U KAapTMHKAa Ha
3KpaHe HcKaxaeTcs.

JIxuM mocienoBaTesibHO NMPHXHUMAJ Tajlell K KHOMKaM H
pblyaraM, Hagesich, 4To THpPO CJEAHUT 3a €ro MO3roM H
NOJACKAXET, YTO €My TaK HyXHo. THpo odeHb OOHMTCSH, OH B
otyassHUH. CTpax Ko’oTa NocTeneHHo 3apasun U Jxuma. C
CcaMoro Hayajla 3TOro HeBEPOSITHOIO NMPHKIIOYEHHS, el€ Ha
3eme, noHsn JXxuM, OH OYeHb MOBEPWI B KO’OTOB, KOTOpbIE
CHOCOOHBI YUTaTh MBIC/IM U MOTYT AeJIaTh MHOIO€, Ha YTO He
CHIOCOOHBI JIIOAH; Bellb IUIEMSI KO’OTOB BEHILUIO B KOCMOC €llé
Toraa, Koraa npeaku JxuMa BrniepBbie NMOKUHY/IH TelIEpsl U
COOpYAWIH NepBble MaJIEHbKHE NMOCENKU M3 IIMHSAHBIX KUp-
nuyen.

TonbKo NSITHIA NMpeAMET, KOTOPOro OH KOCHYJICH — IH-
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¢epbaaT, BLICTYNAIOLIMA M3 JOCKH, — BBI3BaJl OTYETIHBOE
MbICJIeHHOe cornacHe Tupo. Bor yto emy HyxHo! Ixum
owynan kpasa uudepdbnata. OH 6pU1 pa3MepoM NPUMEPHO B
MOJIOBUHY amnejibCHHA, CO CTeKISHHUCTOM KymoJoobpa3Ho#
MOBEPXHOCTbIO. BHYTpH Mrpanu 1BeTa, pacHyCKaJIMCh LIBET-
Hble TMOJIOCHI.

JIxuM B3sUics 3a 06000K, NMPUKPETUIABLIMIH 3TOT NMpeaMeT
K JOCKe, M 4YTO-TO WIENKHYMO. JIO/DKHO OBITh, OTKpbUICS
KaKo#-TO HeBHUAMMBIH 3aMok. [IpeagMeT BbInas, ha Tak He-
OXMIaHHO, YyTo [IXMM eaBa ycnel NOAXBAaTHTb €10, YTOObl OH
He yZapuics o nou Kabunbl. Teneps cieqopajio Haitth Tupo.

OnHy aBepph B GalllHIO OHM HalUIM — 3akphiTylo. Jletn
HEYBEPEHHO IOAOLIUIM K HEW.

— TaM octajloch coBceM Majlo XECTSAHBIX JogeH, —
cooOmMIa DIUTH.

JlepXa oAHY pyKy Ha 3aKkpbiToii ABepM, [[XKMM INOBEpHYJ
roJIOBY B CTOPOHY BHEWIHHX 3naHuii. OHa mpaBa. OH ycnen
3aMETHTh, KaK HECKOJILKO Po0OTOB CBEPHY/HM B IEpEyJIKH H
HCYE3JH.

Tenepp OcTaBaioCh TOJBLKO OTKPBITh 3Ty ABepb. U 31ech
HUKAKOH pydyku He Obuio. Jlaxe Korma OHH H30 BceX CWl
HaJaBWIH BOBOEM, ABepb He noganach. OKOH ToXe He Obuio
BUIHO. YTo menath Tenepn?

DM nHyna aBepb. «EE€ nbsBON caenan!’» — 3aKpuyasia
OHa, roTOBasl PacIUIaKATLCS.

BHyTpeHHe XXMM BnojHe comamancs ¢ Heil. OH Gbut
YBEPEH, YTO KO’OTaM Ie-TO BHYTPM IPO3MT CTpalIHasl orac-
HocTb. Ho Kak OHH ¢ DJUIH NpopBYTCH CKBO3b 3Ty MPOYHYIO
IBepb? BTO Xe HeBO3MOXHO!

Yro rosopun mnana? «He cpeiBajics, Koraa 4YTo-TO He
nony4aercs. [Tonpo6yit noranarscsi, 9YTo Thl AeJiaclub He Tak.
MoxeT, ecTb CIIoco0 MoJTydiie».

Hxum 3agymancs. [Bepu ObiBaloT pasHbie. OObIYHBIE, C
PYYKaMH, C 3aMOYHBIMH CKBaXHWHaMH, KaK NOYTH B JIIOOOM
noMe Ha 3emute. EcTb ABepH M3 IJIACTHHOK, KaK GbUIO Yy MaMbl
-B cnajgbHe, B wkKady. Takue aBepH CKIaAbIBAIOTCS, KakK
wupMbl. Ho Bcé 310 He TO. HHKAaKMX miacTHH, KoTopbie
MoOrIH OBl CIIOXHTLCA, TYT HeT. [IBepM B cymepMapkeTte
pacKphIBalOTCSl, KOIJa CTynacllb Ha HYXHOE MECTO WIH
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nepecekaellb HEBUAUMBIN Jiyd. XXMM He 3HaJl TOYHO, KaK
OHM AEHCTBYIOT, HO Bellb IEHCTBYIOT — OTKpBIBAIOTCS, KOraa
noaxoauis K HUM. EcTe nBepu 1MdpTOB, KOTOpbie OTKPBIBa-
I0TCS B CTOPOHBI...

JIBepH, KOTOpbIE YXOAAT B CTOPOHY!

— B, — JIXuM noBepHYJCSd K J€BOYKe, — IOJIOXHU
PYKM cI0oAa, Ha OAHOM ypoBHe ¢ MOUMH. Tonkaii! He BHyTpb,
a BOOK, CJIOBHO XO4€lllb OTOABHHYTb ABEPh K cTeHe. Bot Tak!

OHa TYT Xe noHsuia ero. OHU TONKATH — HO HUYEro He
npoucxoawrio. JIXUM onmycTWI pyku. MrHoBeHHe Ha3al eMy
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO MBICJIb XOpoluas.

IToToM eMy NpHIIWIO B rojIoBy elI€ OQHO: a YTO, €CJIM OHH
TOJIKAJIM He B TOM HanpanineHHH? Jlioau, ecIH OHH He JIEBLUH,
O6BLIYHO TOJIKAIOT CJIeBa HampaBo. A YTO €CJIH B 3TOM MHUpe
HaobopoT?

— IlonpobyeM ew€ pa3, — mpHKa3aJl OH, — TOJIBKO B
ApYTYIO CTOpPOHY.

OHH TOJIKHYJIH.

IMocabinancs weryoK, MOTOM CKpeXeT, Kak Oyaro Kakas-
TO MallHHA He XOTeJla MOBHHOBaThcs. C TPymOM, HO ABEPb
Hayajla JBUIaThCcsi — BJIEBO!

BbU10 TaK TSKeNo, YTo AETH eJle nepeBoAWIH abixaHue. Ho
HaKOHell ABEpPb PACKpbUIaChb HAacTONBKO, YTO OHH CMOIIH
NMPOTUCHYThCA. JIXXHUM B3s1 HeGOMBIIOIH MELIOK C NMPOAYKTa-
MM M 3aXaJ ero B weau. Teneps ABepb He 3aKpoeTcs.

DJUTH MPOTHCHY/IACh BHYTPB NepBoii, U JIXXMM cibllian eé
HetepnenuBblit rojioc: «[louuvm! HyxHo Haiitu Mep! Tam
MPOMCXOOHUT YTO-TO IUIoxoe. HyxHo uatu'»

7. ITnennuxu

Jetn oxazanuch B GOJIBILIIOM 3ajle CO MHOXECTBOM JABepei
co Bcex cropoH. [IpsAMo nepen HMMM NMOOHHMANaCh BBEpX
BMHTOBasl JIECTHHLIA, McYe3asd B MOTOJNKE. DU mnobexana
npsiMo K Heil. JIXuM aepXayicd B MOJyLIare 3a Heif, Kpemnko
NMpUXuMasi K TpyAu cBeTslleecs Mojyuiapue TNpubopa u3
¢naepa. Oba OZHOBpPEMEHHO YJIOBWIM MBICJCHHBI CHUTHA.
Ime-To HaBepXy KO’OTaM IPO3HT CMEpPTeJbHas ONacHOCTbD.
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CTyneHu ObUTH NMOKPHITHI YeM-TO MSATKHMM, HallOMHMHAIO-
IIHM KOBEpP, XOTS BHELIHE TOXONWIM Ha KaMeHb. [leTu
npoOpanuch 4Yepe3 OTBEPCTHE B IOToNKe. TaM oKa3sajiach
GoJnblliass KOMHaTa Ge3 aBepei. Boonb cTeH crosuid mpuse-
MHCThIE SILIMKH, Ha KOTopble JIXHMM MOCMOTpEJI ¢ HEKOTOPOI
OMacKoi: MOXET, 3TO ToXe poOOThI, TOTOBbIE OXHTb H IpO-
TSHYTb K HUM CBOM DYKM C KJICLIHSIMH.

Ho smuku ocraBanuch Ha MecTe. Ha ux nepeaHeii nosep-
XHOCTHM pacloslaraJiuch psiibl HeOOJBUIMX MNPSMOYTOJbHbIX
oKolleYeK pa3MEPOM C Nnajiel; BOT OHH-TO U GbUTH XUBbI. C
HErpoOMKHUM IyleHHEeM OHM BCIIBIXMBAJIH M TacJiM, TakK 4TO MO
SIUIMKAM NpoOeraid LEeNOYKH OTOHBKOB B KAKOM-TO TPYIHO
YJIOBUMOM pHTME.

XM Takie BUIEJ MO TeJIEBH30pY rojl Ha3a[. DTO KOMIIb-
orepsl! OH ocMOTpeJicsi, oXuaas, YTO MalllMHa BOT-BOT
BBIIUTIOHET KAPTOYKY WJIM BBICYHET IJIHHHBIH OTBpATUTEJb-
HbIH SI3BIK — pa3BepHETCA OymaxHas katymka. Ho Huyero
noao6Horo. ToNbKO HErPOMKO TyAsILIME SILLUKH.

— TMouwn! — BiK yXe NoxHUMAaNach 1Mo HOBOM CEKLIUH
BCE TOl X€ BHHTOBOM JIECTHHLIbI, HAMpPABIAACh KO BTOPOMY
OTBEPCTHIO B IMOTOJIKE.

OHa onath ObLIa mpaBa: KO’OThI He 3aech. JIXHM Toxe
3aToponwica. Ha 3ToT pa3 eMy moka3ajoch, YTO CHTHajd B
roJIOBE NpPO3BYYasl OTYETIMBEN, rpoMye, €CIM MBIC/Ib TOJBKO
MoxeT ObITb rpoMye. M Kora OHM BBIOpaIHCh Ha CIEAYIO-
LM 3TaX, OH OOHapyXWl, 4TO Joraika ero BepHa. Bmons
HM3rubaIoLIMXCS CTEH pacloarajiuch YyTh NPUMOAHATHIE, TaK
YyTOo6Bl MX IO HAXOAWICA Ha YpPOBHE IOSiCa LIAraloLIMX
po6oToB, — KieTKH! HeBo3aMoXHO ObUlO OLIMOUTBCA B Ha-
3HaYCHUHU 3THX 3apellieYeHHbIX NMpSAMOYTOJbHMKOB. B omHOM
Kietke cugea THpo, mepcTh ero crosia IbIooM, YIIM ObLTH
IUIOTHO TIPHIXKaThl K IoJIOBE, OH BbI3bIBAIOLLE phIYaI.

M kaxK pa3 B 3TO BpeMs OAUH M3 XOASTYMX POOOTOB HCKYCHO
ynpapisuica ¢ Mep, cJIOBHO AeJiajl 3T0O MHOTO pa3 B NMPOLIOM.
CXBaTUB CONMPOTHRIAIOLIYIOCS LIHMISLIYIO IUVICHHHLY 32 LIHU-
BOpOT, poboT nocaann Mep B ApyTyio KIeTKy, psaoM ¢ Tupo.

— Het! — npoH3uTEIBbHO 3aBONWIA DJUIH U MpPBITHYIAA K
po6oTy, KOJIOTS ero 060MMH KyJlakaMH. MalinHa He obpaTu-
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Ja Ha Heé HHU MaJelillero BHMMaHHsA. Mep oka3anach B
KJIeTKe, M JBeplLa 3allUENKHYNach.

— OCTaHOBHUCH, Thl, CTapasl XEeCTSIHKa!

Ho Ha po6oTa He noAeicTBOBAIM HH KPHKHU DIUIH, HHU €€
MOMBITKA CXBAaTHTh €ro 3a pyKy. OH IpOCTO CTPAXHYIN e€,
Dmu oteTena K JxxuMy. A po6oT HEBO3MYTHUMO MOBEPHYJICSA
K CTeHe, Ha KOTOpOii Hall ABYMS pbldaraMH ropejiy OroHbKH.

«OHH yOBIOT... — Mbichas THpo BopBajach B CO3HaHHME
JIXHMa ¢ Tako# CHIO#, CIIOBHO KO’OT KOITEM MNMPOBEJ MO ero
muiy. — Ceityac yobloT!»

DM ¢ KpHKOM Toabexana K Kierke Mep U nmomnsitanach
pa3opBaTh PELIETKY.

«Becrione3Ho...» — BHOBb B CO3HAHHE NMPOHHMKIA MBIC/Ib
Tupo. A Mep cMoTpena mpsiMO B Ijla3a JE€BOYKE, CJIOBHO
NbITAJIaCh YCIIOKOUTDH €€.

JIXuM BCTasn y CTeHbl nepel po6oToM. Pblyaru HaxoqWINCh
y Hero 3a rutedaMi. OH cMOTpeJl Ha MalllMHY, AepXa B pyKax
TonylapHe, XoTs 3To, KOHe4HO, He opyxue. Ho Gosnblue eMy
HeyeM OBbUIO cpaxaThcsi. A pobOT yXe NMpOTSHYJ PYKYy, MaJib-
YUK GbUT yBEpeH, YTOOBI OTTOJIKHYTh €r0 H HaXaTb Ha pbIYar.

— HET! — B cTpaxe M HEHaBHCTH K 3TOl JABHXYylUeHCS
Macce Metauia JxuM 3akpuyan. Ho He BBICOKO, KaK DIUIH,
a XpMIUIO M HM3KO.

U K U3yMJIEeHMIO MabuMKa, KJIELIHsA, yXe IOYTH KOCHYB-
1iasics ero Ivieya, 3acThlUla B HECKOJBKMX aloiiMax. Po6or
CTPaHHO 3aryfiesl: TO JIM CIpallliBasi YTO-TO, TO JIM Bo3paxas.

«[lymaii «HeT»! — MbIcab THpO JOoXoamIa OYeHb SICHO. —
T'oBop# «HET» — NMPAMO B CWIOBOE YCTPOKHCTBO Y Tebs1 B pyKe!
T'oBOpPH TaK HHM3KO, KaK MOXELIb».

XM He MOHMMaJl CMbIC/Ia MIPOM30LLIEAlIIero, HO Corjia-
ceH 6bU1 Ha yTO yrogHo. OH NMPOYUCTHII IrOpJji0 M MOAHEC K
rybaM mnonayimapue. «<HET!» — moBropun oH Kak MOXHO
6oJiee HU3KMM TOJIOCOM.

Po6oT 6eCrIOKOHHO TNEepecTyNnWI ¢ OAHOM LIMPOKOH HOrU
Ha Apyrylo. JIucku, enude BAOJb BCEi ero rojloBbl, 3aMH-
rajii, KaKk Ha 3KpaHaX KOMIbIOTepa BHM3y. Bcnblliku
CTAaHOBMJIMCh BCE ObIcTpee, pyKM C KICLIHAMH OeCCHJIBHO
ynanu. JIXxuM nonsTuwics, Noka He ynépcs mie4yaMHy B phlya-
1. KaknM-1o 06pa3oM eMy yaasioch yaepXaTb 3Ty LITYKY, He
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JaTh poboTy HaxaTb Ha *perdar. Ho xak oH 3to caenan? U
€clIM poboT CHOBa ABMHETCS, KAK OCTAHOBHUTH ero? MoxHo
i ero pa3durs? Koneyno, Her. Uto Xe Tenepb O6yner? OH
HM30 BCEX CWI HalpaBHJI MBICJEHHBIH Borpoc Tupo.

— Orkpoit! IxuM, oTKpoii ABeppy! — DIJUIM, OYEBHIHO,
JlaXe He 3aMeTWIa, YTO OH OCTAaHOBHJI po6ota. OHa uems-
JIach 3a PelIETKY, KOJIOTWIA MO Hel KyJlaKaMM.

«E€ TaK He OTKpBITb, — MBIC/IEHHBIH rosioc Tupo npo3sy-
YaJI TpOMKO, CJIOBHO GOJIBLION KO’OT KPHKHYN DwH. — OHa
3aKphITa 3HEPTUEH».

«Kak xe Mbl Bac BeiIycTUM? M YTO MHE AenaTh ¢ HUM?»

XM npoaoyIKajl CTOSTh Iepel pbliaraMu, HO H30THYJM-
csl, 4To6bl YBUIETh THPO H3-3a poOOTa. «A €C/IM 1 NPHKAXY
eMy BBITTYCTHTD Bac...»

«Tpl He cMoxelb», — OTBeTWI THpo. DJUIM IUIaKaia,
CJIE3bl KATWIHCh MO €€ KOpPHYHEBBIM lleKaM; [IXHM TOJbKO
pa3 Buesa AeBOYKY IUIavyllel, Koraa yMepna e€ 6abyiika u
OHa MOHSJIA, YTO OCTaJach OOHA B MHpE, KOTOPBIif HHUKOrIa
He ObL1 1OOp K Heil.

«Ho s He man eMy HaXarb Ha pbryar, — Bo3pasmi Jxum.
— Ecan nomyywiocs 310, TO noYeMy s He MOTY NMpHKa3aTb
€MY OTKpBITh KJIETKM, a MIOTOM YITH M3 3ToH 6aluHu. U Torna
MBI YOeXHUM!»

«Ko’0Thl 3acTaBISIIOT CBOMX C/IyT paboTath Meiciabio. Ho
XCH ObUTM OpyrMMHM, — oOTBeTwi Tupo. — XcH OosutHuCh
KO’OTOB U HE MO3BOJISUTH BCTpPaWBaTh B CBOM MAlIMHBI yC-
TPOKNCTBA, BOCIPHHHUMAIOLIHE MBICAb. DTH MAallHHbI XCH
HCIMOJIHAIOT TOJILKO NMPHKa3bl, OTAAHHbIE N'OJIOCOM... B TO, YTO
Thl JEPXHUIUb B PyKe...»

Jxum nocMoTpen Ha nonyuapue. «He nouumaio. S Bens
He TOBOPIO Ha sI3bIKe XCH. A MOXET, OHH ObUTH ¢ 3eMau?» OH
HE MOT B 3TO NOBEPHTb.

«Her. Ho ThI AyMaelllb «HEeT», Koraa MPOU3HOCHIID 3TO. A
npubop, KOTOPBIi Thl AepPXHib, H3TOTOBWIM XCH. MBI HMc-
MoNIb3yeM €ro TOJIbKO KaK YyKasaTellb HarpaBieHHS. XCH
MOJIL30BAJIUCh UM TMO-APYTroMy. OHHM MBICIIHJIH H TOBOPWIH, H
Mall¥Ha BOCNMPMHHUMAJIA Yepe3 3TO YCTPOMCTBO MX MBICIIb».

«3Ha4YHT, 1 MOTY NPHKA3LIBATh EMY».
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«Het. KopoTkmii npuka3, KaK «HeT», Thl MOXellb Iepe-
natb. Ho He Gonbuie. ITonpoOyi, eciu xodelb».

«Toraa.xaK Mbl CMOXEM BaC BHITALUTb?» — CIIPOCHJI OH.

«BbIxoma HeT, — oTBeTWI-TIOMBICAWI THpo. — BTH KIeT-
KM MHOIO pa3 HMCNOJB30BAIUCH ISl YHHYTOXEHHS Hallero
wieMeHn. Korma HMX 3aKphIBalOT, MX AEPXMUT 3aKPbITBIMHU
aHeprus. U e€ Henb3s oTKmoYnTb. Eciu 6b1 THI HE OCTAHOBUI
poboTa, MallITMHA HaXasia Obl pbryar, H Mbl ¢ Mep npeBpatu-
JIMCh 6B B MbUIb. Y Hac XOAWT MHOIO paccKa3oB 06 3ToM
MecCTe, NIOTOMY YTO XCH TOJIb30BaJINCh TAKUMH YCTPOHCTBAMH
MOBCIOAY 0 TOTO, KaK 3aKpbUIMCh B 3TOM ropojie ¥ nocrapa-
JINCh 3a0bITh O CYLECTBOBAHHHM OCTAJIbBHOTO MHpa».

JIxuM rnoTHyA. OTBpaTUTENIbHas JIOBYLIKA, XyXe OH He
Buaen. EciM oHM He cyMeloT BHITALUTh OTTYna Tupo u Mep,
T€ YMpYT OT ToJiofia... WIH XaXabl. [JlookeH OBbITb BbIXOA!

«3Ta WTYKAa MOXET OXMTB?» — CIIPOCHJI OH, PasIyiAdbIBas
pobora. EMy He HpaBWINCh 3TH MMralolide OTOHbKHM Ha
ronoBe. Ho B ocTraibHOM poGOT ocTaBajics COBEPLIEHHO
6e3xu3HeHHBIM. [locnbllnancsas Kakoi-TO 3BOH, 3aryTylUMB-
LIMA HErpOMKMM Tyil.

«HeTt, noka eMy He OyneT oTAaH HOBBIH NMPHKAa3... KAK MHE
KaXeTcs... — OTBeT THPO NMpo3By4Yasl He OYEHb YBEPEHHO. —
Tak no kpaiiHeli Mepe pabOTalOT HAlUM CIYyTrd, B OCHOBHOM
OHH TaKHe Xe».

JIXUM moayMaJi, MOXHO JIM AOBEpATh 3TOM AOragke pas-
BedYyHKa-Ko’ota. C Jpyroli CTOPOHbI, OH HE MOXET NMPOCTO
CTOSITh TYT Be4yHO. HyXHO HaiTH criocob OTKpHITh 3TH KJIET-
Ku. Eciin OBl y Hero 6pUIH XOTh KaKHe-HHOYb HHCTPYMEHTEHI.
B ¢dnaepe oH HM pa3dy He BHIeNn Habopa MHCTPYMEHTOB.
Wnn...

Ha ma3za eMy nonanach odfHa M3 KOHEYHOCTel pobOora,
BOOpPYXEHHasl KielIHEH. OHa HanmoOMHWIAa €My KOHCEpPBHBIH
HOX, a KJIeTKa BIOJIHE CMaxWBaeT Ha KOHCEPBHYIO OaHKY.
Ecnu 6b1 OH cMOT MOOHATb 3Ty CBHCAIOLUYIO PYKY...

«HET! — Tupo cnenunn 3a ero Meic/ibio. — EcM KOCHELL-
Csl TIPOBOIOB 3TOM KIE€TKH, YMpEUb, NMOTOMY YTO SHEPTHs
yepe3 MeTaUl MPOHIET B TBOE TEJIO».

JxuM BbIlIEN HU3-3a poOOTa H OCTAHOBWICS Nepel KJIeTKa-
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MM ¢ KO’0TaMH. i M»aii uyto-To 1enTasa Mep, Ta B OTBeT
MypJbikaia. JIXXUM HanesUics, YTo JeBo4yKa OyneT BecTH cebst
CIIOKOMHO, MOKa OH YTO-HHUOyIb HE NMpPUIyMaeT.

«OTBeTa HeT», — MNpHLLUIA 33KITIOYUTEIbHAS MBIC/Ib-CHI-
Han Twupo.

JIxumM mnokavan ronoBoii. «[JomxeH OpITh!» OH He cOOH-
paJicsl caaBaThes TaK Jierko. Cuia, npoxosiasi o IpoBoaaM,
3aKpbIBalollasi ABepH, — 3JeKTpudecTBo? Moxer 6biTh. Unn
YTO-TO NMOXoXee. A 4To NnpoucxoauT B 6ypio? OH BCIOMHMI
HOYb, KOT1a OHH OCTaBWIM CBOIO POOHYIO IUIaHeTy. Bo BpeMs
OypH OTKIIOYMJICSI CBET Ha MoJoBHHe ynuu. Ha 3emie Tak
ObIBaET: KOPOTKOE 3aMbIKAHHE MOXET BBIBECTH M3 CTPOSI BCIO
cucreMy. Ho kakas cucreMma 3aech? U eciu oH gaxe yBUAUT
IJIABHBIA pYOWJIBHUK, CyMeeT JIM y3HaTb ero?

O, KOHEYHO, MHOTO€ MOXET IMOUTH He TaK, HO HEOXHUOAaH-
Ho JIXuM oluyTun cuwibHOe Bo306yxneHue. Ecau oH ToJbKO
HaWAET 3TOT MIaBHbIH pyOWwIbHUK! M TO, YTO CIYXWJIO XCH
IJIABHBIM PYOWIBHHKOM!

«J1a! — JIXxuM B3IpOTHYJ, YIOBUB PE3KYIO MbIC/Ib THpO. —
Takoii waHc ecTb, poawdy-aeTéHbI. [loMuIH... TO, YTO C
TO6OI1, Te6e MoMoxeT. UeM GmKe OHO K HCTOYHHKY IHEp-
MU, TeM spye ero ceeT. Ho rae B 3TOM 3710M MecTe Thl
Oymelrb UCKATb M CKOJILKO...»

«CKoNbKO noTtpedyetcs'» — moob6eian JIXuM.

B 31O BpeMst MUMO NpolUIa DJUTH, HaNpaBJIssICh K JIECTHH-
ue, 1 JIXXUM NMOBEpHYJICHA K HEWd.

— Kyna th1?

— IIpuHecy easl... U Boabl, — OTBETWIA DJUIM, HE OMISIAbI-
Basich. XXMM BCIOMHIJI MELIOK, KOTOPBIM 3aKIMHHI [IBEpb,
4T0o6B1 OHA He 3aKpbulachk. Ho npexne yeM OoH cMor npenym-
PeoUTh OEeBOYKY, Ta Hcuyessa. OH 3aTOpPONWICS IO JIECTHULIE
3a He#l, HO K TOMy BpeMEHH KaK JJOTHaJI, OHa yXe BBITaCKHU-
Bajsia MelokK. [locneaHuii prIBOK — M MEIIOK y He€ B pyKax.
JBepp 3aKpruIach.

— Hy, uro THI Hagmenana! — JIXWM IOYYBCTBOBaJ, YTO
TOTOB yAapuTh DJUIN.

— Hudero s He Hanenana! — cepAWTO BO3pa3wia OHa.

— Thl 3akpbuia aBepb. EciIM MBI OTKITIOYHMM 3HEPrHIO H
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Mep u Tupo BBIAYT M3 KJIETOK, IBEpPb CHOBA HE OTKPOETCH.
IToMorn MHe.

Hu crnoBa He roBopsi, DJUTH OMNyCTW/Ia MEIIOK, OHU Ha-
JaBWIM BIBOEM M30 BCEX CHI, M CHOBa MNMOKa3ajiach LIEIb.
JIXMM CYHYN B HE€ MeELIOK.

— Ho nam xe HyXHO 4To-HHOYAB noects. 1 Mep u Tupo
TOoXe. MBI MM TNIpOCyHeM ey 4Yepe3 pelETKy, — cKa3ajla
D,

— Tlomoxnu 3mecs! — npukaszan XXMM M nepecTyIdil
Yyepe3 MelOK HapyxXy. OCTaHOBHBLIMCH, OH CIIpSTal MOJy-
KpPYTIblii JIOKATOp B KapMaH, npo0OexXal BOOJb CTEHB K
¢dnaepy U OBICTPO BBHITAIWI MOAYILIKM OT cuaeHHii. Ux Tam
6bUIO TPH: ISl TWIOTA, €70 NMOMOILIHHKA H YyThb NMobGoblile B
MaccaXXUPCKOM OTCEKe.

JIXUM OTHEC moaylIKu K OalllHE M MPOCYHYN HX OJUIH.
Korma nogyuiku 3aHsUIM MeCTO MeLKa, OH OCMOTpeNl MX M
ybenuncs, 4To XOTb OHH M MSATKHE, HO JBEPH 3aKPBITLCS HE
AamyT. ‘

[ToroM oHM BMecTe ¢ DmiM Mb3ii cHOBa NMOAHSIMCHL B
KOMHATy ¢ KIeTKaMH. PoGoT cTosin Ha MecTe, Ha rojose y
HETo MOo-TIpeXHeMY BCIIBIXHBAJIM OTHH, a PYKH MSATKO CBHCa-
JIM. DJUTH OTKPhUIA MELLIOK M MPHHSUIACH NPOTAJKHBATh KYCKH
enbl 4epe3 pell€TKy, BHayale Mep, moroM Tupo. JIxum
JOCTaJ1 JIOKATOP.

Tupo cka3aj, YTO OH NOJDKEH CBETHThLCH sApye, MpHOIIKa-
SICb K UICTOYHUKY 3HepruH. [IX¥M MoJOXWa Mojylapve Ha
JIaJOHb U NIPUHSUJICS Pa3MBILUISATh O ropoae XcH. OH noyemy-
TO ObUT YBEpEeH, YTO LIEHTPOM ropoja SIBIFeTcs 3Ta GallHs.
Hy, xopoiio, 3Ha4MT, BCé camMoe LEHHOE I XCH JNOJDKHO
6bITh 30eCb. A caMbiM LEHHBIM I HHUX JOJDKEH OBITb
HMCTOYHMK 3HEPruH, 3alllMIIAIoLIei ropo.

Ha 3emne neun, reHepaTopbl ¥ TOMY NMOAOOHOE OOLIYHO
pa3MeliaoT B noasaiiax. EcTek 1M noaBan y atoii 6amHu? OH
HeE 3HaeT, HO MOXHO nocMoTpeTh. [IpaBaa, po6GoOT ocTaHeTCs
3gech cTrosTh 6e3 mpucMmotrpa. Ho Tupo ckazan, yro emy
JOJDKHBI OTAATh APYTroil Inpwika3s, yTo6bl OH Hayaa AeHCTBO-
BaTh. A 4TO, €CJIH OH MOJIYYUT Takoii npuka3? JlomycTuMm, ot
ONHOIO M3 KOMINbIOTEPOB BHU3Y? JIXWM NO/DKEH GBITL yBe-
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PE€H, YTO, BEpHYBLUMCH, He 3acTaHeT TUpo u Mep, Wwin gaxe
OJUTH MEPTBBIMH.

JIXHM KaK MOXHO OmKe NMPUABHUHYJCSA K pblyaraMm, He
Tporas ux. Kak TaM oHH ycraHoBJIeHbI? Ara! OH NoYyBCTBO-
BaJI 3HAKOMOe Bo30yxXIeHHe. Pbryaru ObUTH 3aKpeIUIeHbl BCETO
OBYMS BHMHTAMH, a B €ro paclopsDKeHHH HMeEJICS OCTpbIi
Kpa#ll JioKaTopa, KOTOpbIi MOXHO MCIHOJNb30BaTh KaK OT-
BEPTKY.

JIXXuM cHoBa MoJHEC monaylapue Ko pry. «Mau BHH3», —
MpHUKA3aJI OH KaK MOXHO 0oJjiee HU3KMM TIOJIOCOM, CTapasich
NMpeACTaBUTL cebe MBICJIEHHO, KaK poOOT cmyckaercs IO
BHHTOBOH JIECTHHUIIE.

OrHHY Ha rojioBe NpoAoDKalH BcnbixuBaTh. Ho pobor He
wmeBenbHyNcsa. Ecniu Tupo npaB, HeoOX0AUMO HAIEXHO 06e3-
BPEIMTH €TO...

TyT ¥ HeMmy noaouUia DIJUIH.

— Yro THI coOMpaelLcs AenaTh?

— Bunmis 3tH BUHTHI? A I1yMalo, €CJIH BBIBEPHYTb UX, MBI
CMOXEM CHSATh pbldarn — o00a pprdara — M 3abpaTh HX C
coboii. Torna ecau 3TOT po6GOT OXHMBET, OH HE CMOXET
HUKOTO YOHUTb.

— A noroM uro?

— TloToM s OTNpaBIIOCh HCKATh MCTOYHHUK 3HEPTUH, —
COOOLIMUIT OH.

— Tonpko co MHOH, — 3asBWIa OHa, HAXMYPHMBUINCh. —
Tyr Moss Mep; U HHKTO eii He MMOBPEIUT, NMOKA si MOTY 3TOMY
noMeuiatb. MBI noiaéM BMecTe...

JxuM noxan rwredaMu. OH JaBHO yXe TOHSUI, YTO KOoraa
O Maii rOBOpHT TaKMM TOHOM, OHa TNOBOPHT CEPBE3HO.
IlepBBIii BUHT BbINan W NOKATWICS IO TOJY.

8. Cmepmo zopoda

OTH pbryard, nogyman JIXXuM, B3BeLIMBAas OJMH U3 HUX B
PYKe, BIIOJIHE COMAYT 3a MAJIEHbKHE TSDKENbIe NyOUHKHU. Bpsin
JIM OHM TIOMOTYT 3allUTUTBCI OT pPoOOTa, HO XOTb TaKoe
opyXHe — H TO Xopollio. Majib4MK MNOYYyBCTBOBaJ ceOs
HEMHOIO yBepeHHee. DJUIH M»3# cxBaTWia BTOpOH pblyar u
pa3sMaxuMBaJla UM, CJIOBHO cobHpanach ygapuTh pobora.
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JIXXHUM BepHYJICSl K KIIETKaM.

«MguI Ha€M HCKATh PpyOMIBHHMK, — ITOCJIaJl OH MbICIb THpo
H Mep. — UM BepHEMCSA KaK MOXHO CKopee».

O Msii BeITaUIWIa ey M3 MellKa H Aaja HEeCKOJIbKO
KpPEeKepOB M KYycOK chipa JIxumy.

BnepBrle OH BCIOMHWI, 3a4€M OHH NPHIIUIH B ropoa — 3a
nuuei. Ho uckarh nuinessle MalllMHBI Tenepb ObUIO HEKOT-
na. K ToMy xe, ecnu cioBa THpo, YTO MallIMHBI XCH OTBEYAIOT
TOJILKO Ha KOMaHIy rojJlocoM, — MpaBaa, HCKaTbh MX Gecro-
JIe3HO: BCE paBHO HYXHblE CJIOBa HEHM3BECTHHBI.

— Tol yuTO, Bechb OEHb coOHpaelIbCcsl TYT CHAETH? —
HEBHSATHO MporoBopwia DUid Mp3ii HaOMTBIM KpekepaMH
proM. — Hano mocrath orryna Mep u Tupo. Kak MBI 310
caenaeM?

— IloMHHIIIb, KaK TMOracjiM YJIWYHbIE OTHH B Oypio? —
cnpocun JIXXHM, TOPOIUTMBO 1Iaras 3a Heid. — Torma mpekpa-
TWIach nojgaya 3HepruM. Mbl JOJDKHBI HaiiTH cnoco® 3aech
caenatb To Xe caMoe. [loiinéM mouiuem...

OHM yXe HayaJli CITyCKAaThCsl MO JIECTHHLE, H DUt Maii
KHWBHYJIA.

— V¥ Hac c 6a0ymkoii HMKoraa He ObUIO 3JIEKTPUYECTBA.
Ho y 1eb6s Obu10, M Thl JOJDKEH 3HAThb, YTO HMcKaTh. C yero
Ha4yHEM?

— C moaBana, eclM OH 3Aech ecTb, — XXMM ¢ omnackoit
B3[JISIHYJI HA MUTAIOLIHE QTHH KOMITBIOTEPOB, TIpOXoas Yepe3
Bropoit 3tax. Ilo KkpaiiHeii Mepe, XOThb XoASTUMX PoOOTOB
30ech He BUOHO. A phIYard OT IIMTAa Y HUX B pPyKax; Teneps,
Jlaxe ecIi poGOThI MPHAYT B KOMHATY C KJIETKAMHM, OHH He
CMOTYT BKJIIOYHTb YOHMICTBEHHYIO 3HEPTHIO.

HakoHenr oHH no0paiMch 4O MEPBOro 3TaXa CO MHOXeC-
TBOM ABepeil. DJUIM TaK TOPONWIAch, YTO YyTh HE ymaja C
nocjieAHUX TpEX cTymeHeK. Tonbko Tenepb [IXuM 3ameTn,
YTO OT OCHOBaHHS JIECTHHULIBI OTXOAUT BHHU3 ApyTasi, ropasno
6onee y3kas.

TaM O6bBLIO TEMHO, HO He HACTOJLKO, YTOOBI OHH He
yBuAenu cTtyneHei. OHM yXe MOYTH CITyCTWIHCh, KOraa yc-
JIBIIIIM MEPHYIO MOCTYIb HOT poOoTa.

— OcTtaHoBH ero, 6nicTpee! Kak Toro, nepsoro! — HeTep-
MEeJIMBO NMPHKA3aja MIbYHKY D Moaii.
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Ho cMoxeT nM OH BHOBbL 3TO caenarh? Pykum y JIxuma
BCIIOTEJIM, KaK BCerna, Koraa eMy cTaHOBWIOCh cTpaurHo. OH
JIOKTEM NpHXaJ BJUIM K CTeHKE JIECTHULY W HalymaJ IMoJy-
11apue.

— Tuwe! — mnpoinentan oH. — MoXeT, OH Hac He
3aMETHT.

OHH CMYTHO YBHMIEJIH KOpITyc Hayiuero po6ora. Hackons-
KO Mor cyauTh [IXHM, OH ObUI TOYHO Takoii Xe, KaK TOT,
HaBepXy, B KOMHaTe ¢ KleTKaMH. ToNbKO y 3TOro OroHbKH Ha
roJioBe BCIBIXUBAJIH HE TaK SIPKO.

JIxuM monsITancs 3anepXatb AbixaHue. OH pyKoii yaep-
XuBan DIUTH B 3HAK NpeAynpeXAeHHs, ¥ OHa ObUIa THXa, KaK
CTEHAa, K KOTOPOH OH NMpPHXHMaJ e€.

— bam-6aM-6aM-6aM... — poBOT MOAOLIEN K OCHOBAHHIO
necTHULBI. TaM OH MOBEPHYJCA M MOCTABWI HOIY TOYHO Ha
cepeMHY CTYTIECHbKH, HaYMHasA MOOBEM.

JxumM o6nu3an ryObl U HEyBEpEeHHO MOAHEC MOoJyllapue
Ko p1y. ['0jloc JOMKeH mpo3By4yaTh NMpPaBWIBHO, a B TOJIOBE
HYXHO 3a(HMKCHpOBATh KapTHHY TOTO, YTO OH XOYeT.

— HET!

PoGoT onycTun Hory Ha cTyneHbKy. Ho BTOpyio He mnon-
Hsl. HanmpoTtuB, M3man, Kak ¥ TiepBbld, TyaslOMii 3BYK,
CNOBHO O 4€M-TO crpauiuBaj. 1 orHM y Hero Ha rojioee
3aCBEPKAJIM sipye.

— Mouwmn! — JIX1M TOPOIUIMBO NMOATONKHYA DJUiH Mai
B ieyo. Ho eii 3Toro u He TpeGoBasiocs. OHa yXe NpPOTHC-
KMBaJaCb MHMO OCTaHOBMBLIEiiCS MalIWHBI, AepXa pbryar
HaroToBe.

JIxuM mociaemoBan 3a Heil. [lorom omisiHynacd. OrHM Ha
rojiope poboTa ocBellaId MpPOXOId Ha HECKOJBbKO (YTOB.
Po6oT He noBopayMBaiCs U He MbITAJICA UX cXBaTHTb. Ho BcE
paBHO Jy4llie NOOBICTpee yTH OTCIOAA.

O Mbaii yxe O6exasa u3o Bcex cwi. Briiias 3a npeaesnsl
OCBELIEHHOIO poOOTOM IMpPOCTpaHCTBA, JIXXHUM nepectan BHU-
IeTh YTO-JHO6O Briepeid U MNOCMELIHO OGpPOCWICS IOTOHATH
JIEeBOYKY.

Boons kopHaopa He 6bUI0 HUKAKHMX ABEpeif, TOMBKO CIUIOLI-
Hble cTeHbl. 1 HMKakMx OTBeTBIEHHH. B KOHlLle KOHLOB
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KOPHMAOP BBIBEJ AETEil B OTPOMHOE NOMELIEHHE — TaKOIo Xe
pa3Mepa, KaK i Ha BTOPOM 3TaXe OalllHH, C KOMITbIOTEpaMH.
Jlokatop B pyke JIXuMa HEOXHMIAHHO BCIBIXHYJI, KAK OTOHb,
XOTS HMKAKOTO TeIUla He YYBCTBOBAJIOCh.

OHHM oKa3aJuch Ha OaJIKOHe, HaBHCLIEM Hal OOLIMPHBIM
MPOCTPaHCTBOM. BIonb cTeH onsATh pacnosarajiuck 6onbline
AWMKHA. A cOOKy Halllach JecTHMIA, Beayllas BHHU3, B
TeMHOTY. JIXXMM Hayan cnycKarbcsi U OOHapyXWwl, YTO JIOKa-
TOp Temephb NA€T AOCTATOYHO CBETAa, YTOOBI BHUAETL TPH MM
YeThipe CTYMeHbKM Briepeau. Crnyckasch, JXuUM npomosmkan
NpUCIYLIIMBaThcs. BHM3y MOTIJIa oKa3aThes Liejiasi apMHS XOIsl-
yux pob6oroB. Min Kakux-HUOyab ApYTHX MX pa3HOBUIHOCTEH,
eul€ onacHee.

JlecTHHUa noka3zanachk eMy o4yeHb JIMHHON. Korma oHm
J06paTHuCh OO0 MocleaHel cTyneHbkd, JIXUM NpPOTAHYI PYKY
M nperpaguia gopory Jutd. OH He XxoTeJ, YyToObl OHa Hepa-
3yMHO YCTPEMWIWIACh K OINAcCHOCTH.

AuuMKHM, KOoTopble OHUM BHIEIU CBEpXy, Tenepb HaBHUCAIH
Hal HUMM, Kaxabiii pasMepoM B MOJIOBUHY JOMa WIH IO
KpaliHEl Mepe C rapaxX. A moJ nmoj HOraMH He nepecraBas
cllerka JpoXall.

— OcrpoxHeit! — npeaynpeamn JIxuM. — CmoTpu mno
CTOpPOHAM.

D M3 BOMHCTBEHHO B3MaxHYJla CBOMM pLIYaroM.

— Moxewb MHe 3Toro He roBOpUTh, MaJIbYHK! Mecteuko
HE U3 NMPHUATHBIX.

OHHY npouUTH BOOJb O/MXKaiillero sSMKa, OoToM Inepebe-
XaJIM Yyepe3 y3KHil NMpoxod K cjedyiollieMy, NMOTOM ellé K
onHoMy. JIXXMM BHMMATEJIbHO CleAWl 3a JIoKaTopoM. Tor
cBeTH Bcé€ sipye. [IxuM mnepelan Ha BpeMsi CBO# pbryar DJUTH
M>3ii ¥ NPpUKPBUT JIOKATOP PYKAMH, HCITYTaBLIKHCh, KaK ObI KTO
ero He yBUAOe.

OHM nepecekai oqHOoO6pa3Hoe OGLIHPHOE IPOCTPAHCTBO
6e3 Kakux-1H60 OpUEeHTUPOB. [IXKMM NpUHSUICA faXe CYUTATh
SILIUKK, YTOObI He 3abaynuThcad Ha obpaTHoM myTH. U TyT
ycablan cnabeiii cMex Bt Maii.

— CMOTpH... — OHa mnoKa3aja MaJ€HbKMH M TIpS3HBI
Kycouek chipa. — Sl nmoMeyasna 3THM WITYKH, — OHa MocTy4yaja
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PpHIYAroOM MO SAILIMKY, OKOJIO KOTOPOTO OHM 3aepXaJIUCh. —
Buauiub?.. — AeBOYKA NpOBEJia CHIPOM MO TJIAAKOH METaLUIH-
4YeCKOH NMOBEPXHOCTH.

[Toyemy oH caM He nmoayMai o6 atom? JIxXuM paccepawics
Ha cebsgs. Ho O Msii yacto ma€r mpocThle pa3yMHbIe
OTBETHl Ha Ka3aJloch OBl CJIOXHBIE 3ala4M.

OHH BBILUTH M3 TEHH MOCHECAHETO SUIMKA U HEOXHUAAHHO
OKa3aJIUCh Ha OTKPLITOM NpocTpaHcTBe. He TONbKO OTKpBI-
TOM, HO H SIPKO OCBELIEHHOM. JleTH 3aMHIajid, NpUBBIKAs K
CBETY MOCJIe TEMHOTHI. B cepenHe noja OHM YBUAEIH HEYTO
BpoJe Kojloaua ¢ nepwiaMu Bokpyr. Konozxeu 6bu1 He o4eHb
NTyOOKMi, HO JOCTATOYHO 1IMpOKMi. Ero HakpbIBasa NoMHbIN
CBEpKAIOLIEro IUIAMEHH KYTIOJI — He KPacHOIO M XEJITOoro
IUIJaMEHH, KaK OrOHb, 3HAKOMBIN AETIAM, a C MPHUMECHIO
3€JIEHOTO U CHMHEIO; U BCE 3TH CTPYHM BHYTPH OeCMOpSLIOYHO
M3BHBAJINCh M TepervleTalINCh. DU Mail yxBaTwiach 3a
nepuwia.

— VY MeHs TroJioBa KpPyXHTCs! — IIOXaJlOBaJaCh OHa.
OnHoii pykoii 1eBOYKa cXajla XHBOT. — MeHs ceifyac cToui-
HHT, CJIOBHO s 3M€I0 NpOTJIOTHIA!

Ionywapue B pykax JIXuMa CBETWIOCh MOYTH TaK Xe
sIpKO, KaK OroHb noj KymnosioM. OH NMOHsUI, 4YTO OHH HalUIH
TO, YTO MCKAJIH. DTOT rOpSILIHi BHH3Y pa3HOLBETHBIN OrOHb
— 3Heprusi, MOXeT ObITh, NMOAOOHasA 3JeKTpHYecTBY. Takoe
MOXHO YBHAETb, €CJIH BKIIIOYHUTH APKYIO JIaMITy.

Ho xak eé Boikmiouuts? Kak u Omwmn Mbaii, Manpynka
3aTOLIHWIO, KOTJa OH MOMBITAJICS BHUMATEIbHEH pa3rsaleTh
rwiaMsi. OH MeUVIEHHO 060LIEN Koloel BOKPYT, OMHOH pyKoi
JepXach 3a Nnepwia, a B Ipyroil cxumas jokatop. Hukakmx
pBIYAroB, HM 1LUTA YTIpaBleHKUs], HU KHOMOK — HH4Yero!

OH yyBcTBOBaJl BCE OCOJBLIYIO M GOJBLIYIO OecrnomMoli-
HocTs. [ToyeMy-To eMy Ka3anochk: YTOGb OCBOGOIUTL KO’ OTOB,
HYXHO NpPOCTO HAaWTH MCTOYHHMK 3HEPIHH M OTKIIOYMTH €€.
Ho kak e€ oTkmiounTs, ecnm nepen To60if TOJbKO OTHEHHBIH
uap 4 Gonslie HUYero?

O Maii pacnipaMuiacs. PasMaxuBasi pprdaraMu B 00eux
pykax, oHa nocMotpena Ha JIxuma.

— 3710 Ta caMa#s 3/1as cTapas 1UTyKa, KoTopasi AepXuT Mep
B KJeTke?
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— S nymalo, na.

— Hy, xopomo. Toraa yero xe Mol xnémM? Hano e€ npocro
pa3ouThb!

— Her! — ucnyranHo 3akpuyan JxuM. OHH Xe HHYero
He 3HAloT 00 orHe mnoa KymojioM. YTo eciau OH B3OpPBETCS,
pa3HecéT Bc€ 3naHue?

Ho 9mnu Mbait npuHsia cBoil NPUBLIYHBIA yIIPpSIMbIH BUI;
OHa Jlaxe He cobHpanach ero ciyuwarh. [Uis He€ BaXHO 6bU10
TOJILKO OflHO: Mep B KieTKe, U €€ Halo OTTYyda BbIITYCTHUTD.
Ilpexne yeM JIxuM ycnen mnepexBaTHTb DJUIM pPyKy, OHa
pa3MaxHy/ach M LIBBIDHYJIA ONMH U3 pblYaroB B OrHEHHBIH
My3bIpb, 33XKMYPHUBUIUCH NIPH 3TOM.

JIXuM ycibplllaJl 3BOH ydapa MeTajUla o Kymoj. Bropon
phIYar rnocieaoBa 3a TNepBLIM.

— bpock Teneps 3T0... — DM M3H CTpEeMHUTENBHO
06OrHy/Ia 9acTh CTEHBI U Npexae YeM JIXKUM ycnesl yBepHYTb-
Cs1, OHa BBIXBaTHJIA JIOKATOP Y HEINO U3 PYKH M Toxe Gpocuia.

INocnenoBan yxxacHo rpoMKHii 3ByK. XXMM 3aKpbUl YLIH.
OH BHJEN, KaK TIPHCEBLIasA Ha KOPTOYKH DIUTH cliesiajia TO Xe
caMoe. MalpyMK OXHOaJ, YTO Yepe3 MTHOBEHHE €ro OXBaTUT
TiaMsl, BhIpBaBlieecs U3-noj pa3douroro Kynosna. Koxy 3ako-
JIONI0, BOJIOCBI Ha TroJioBe DJUIM BCTalM AblIoOoM. OH
BNIOCJIENCTBHHU He GBI yBepeH, HO eMy MoKa3aJloCh, YTO OT €€
BOJIOC MOCBINAJIMCh HUCKPHI.

Ho...

OHH oKa3aluch B nojiHoi TbMe. CBeT norac. Ha onHy-aBe
yXacHble MHHYTHI JIXXMM gaxe moaymai, yto ocjen. [Totom
MOHSJI, YTO BCE-TAKHU eJie-€Jie, HO YTO-TO BHUIHT.

IIpoTsgHyB pyKy, oH Haiunynan D Maii.

— Touwm orciopa! — no KpaiiHeil Mepe OH XOTesl 3TO
CcKa3aTb, HO JaXe caM cebs He ycabimai. M 310 TOoXe
HCIYTAJIO €ro.

HaiymnbiBasi Ha cTeHaXx NMOJOCKHU Chipa, OCTaRI€HHbIE DJUTH
Mb5ii, OHH KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM yMyIpWIHCh N0GpaTbcs Ha3an,
K OCHOBaHMIO JIECTHMIIBI, AepXach APYT 3a Apyra. Jlpoxs U
ryn wucyesnu. Ixum B3aporHya. Kak 6ynTo Haxoguuibcs
PSUIOM C OFPOMHBIM MEPTBBIM CYLIECTBOM...

Y ocHOBaHH# JIECTHHIIBI JieXayla Tpyaa MeTauia. To pyx-
HYJN pobOT, KOTOPOro OHM TYT OCTaBWIH. JIOJDKHO OBITh, OH
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ToXe Tenepb MEPTB, nogyman [IxuM. Tenepp eMy XoTenoch
TOJIKO MOOBICTpee yOpaThCcsl OTCIOAA M KAK MOXHO AaJbllie.
Ho Tupo n Mep ewi€ ocTaBaJiuCh B IUIEHY.

OHH ctanu nogHuMathes. Ha 3ToT pa3 Ha KommbloTepax
He MeJIbKAJIO HHMKAKMX OTrHei, He CJBILIAJIOCh HErpOMKOTO
wENKaHbs U ryna. KoMHara Obula MepTBa U OBICTPO OXJIaX-
nanack. JleTH TOpPOIUIMBO MUHOBAIH €€.

Ew€ onuH nponér nectHuubl. OHU yXe C TPYAOM MOAHM-
MaJuch. Y KIETOK Baisjlach €l€é OQHAa TIpyla MeTalja,
MyTaHULIA PYK M HOT: 3eCh yTaj ApYroil po6orT.

— Hano nobeicTpee youpatscs orciona... — tenepb kUM
yCIBILIAJI CBOM I0JIOC, XOT OH Ka3aJiCd CJIabbIM H JaEKUM.
Ho xneTkn no-npexHeMy ObUTH MPOYHO 3anepThl. Dt Mai
3arUiakajla ¥ NpHHAIAch KOJIOTUTD Mo KieTke Mep, Ho JIxum
obpatics K THpo ¢ BompocoM.

«EcTb N1 ew€ 3Heprus B pemeTKe IBepH?» — OH INocCTa-
paics MBICJIMTh KaK MOXHO 4Y€T4e.

bosnbluoii Ko’0T, Ka3ajoch, NMPHHIOXHBAICS K TPOBOAAM.
«Her, neréHniil. Tenepb 3TO TOJNLKO METaJUI».

«Xopouo...» — JIXXHUM NoJoLIEN K MEPTBOMY pobOTy — OH
Ternepb AyMal O HEM, KaK O «MEPTBOM». MaJlb4yMK HEMCTOBO
OEprajJll 4 KpYyTWI, NMOKa He BLICBOOOAWI TSIKENYIO PYKy C
KilelwHEH. OH NMpHHEC e€ K KIeTKe M Hayaa 3yOLaMH pykKu
pBaTth pewi€TKy. Kak OH M Hagesics, BCKOpe €My YAaJloCch
npopsaTh e€. BHayane Tupo, a 3aTreM U Mep BLINPBITHYJIM Ha
nmoJ1.

THpo BHICOKO MOAHSAJ IOJIOBY, NMPHUCJIYLINBAsACh U MPUHIO-
XHUBasCh.

«['opon MEpTB, — mocnan oH Mbicib. — Kak U xcH,
KoTopbie ero nocrpowntd. Ho naxe MEPTBBIH OH MOXET ObITh
HMCHOJIb30BaH...»

JIxuM obeccuiieHHO cuies Ha moay. OH cTpalllHO yCTai;
ero TpsACJO OT yXaca, KOTOpBIif OH MCIbITaN, Koraa DIUIU
Mp»ii npobuia Kymoji: eMy XOTeJoCh €CTh M IuTh. HTak...
ropoj MEpPTB... TOTAa HYXHO MOCKOpee YXOAMTb oTciofa. 310
MECTO... OHO €My HEHaBHCTHO! 3THM TsDKENble 3haHUA Oe3
OKOH M 0e3 IBepeil BbI3bIBAIM OLIYLIEHHE, YTO OH TOXE B
KJIeTKe, KaK Obutd Tupo u Mep.

«Jla, MBI yiinéM, aeTéHpilml, — comacwics Tupo. — Ho
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HalllM cTapeiiline, OHU TOLLTIOT APYTMX. TYT MHOro noiue3-
HbIX 3HaHHWM. Belb HMEHHO cloIa XCH NEpPEHEeCIN Bce CBOM
3aIHUCH».

«BBl... — KOT 5nackoBo noTépcs o ieky JXkuMa rojoBoi,
HHUKOTJa paHbllie OH TaK He NocTynaj. DM Msii, ¢ Biax-
HBIM OT CJIE3 JIMLOM, MpUXHMaia K cebe Mep, Kak Oyaro
GoJibllle HUKOIIAa He cobupanach e€ oTmyckath. — Bbl oba
OYeHb XOPOLIO AEHCTBOBAIM, AeTEHBIIIM. Cpey HalllMX CTa-
peHIIMX €CTh TaKHe, KOTOphIe ONAacajluCh, YTO Bbl IPHHECETE
HaM OJHH TOJbKO HempHATHOcTH. Hampotus! Tenepr Ham
HYXXHO 3allOMHUTb ell€ OBa UMeHH B 30Bax YecTH KoO’OTOB.
JaBHbIM-1aBHO KHHOapT noka3an, yTo OH poAud Ko’otaM. A
Teneph Bbl, JETEHBILIH, cAeJaTH To Xe camoe. Haum rmeme-
Ha MOINIM oluubGaTbesi, KTO KoMy poaud. PoactBo He
006s13aTe/IbHO O3HA4aeT lIepcTh Ha TeJie Y OOHHX U TONyI0
KOXy y apyrux. PoacTBo ropasmo rmiyoxe. S HasBan 1ebs
CBOMM poauyeM, AEeTEHBIL, a Mep — Ha3Bajla poJCTBEHHU-
el OeBOYKY, U eClIH Obl Mbl 3TOTO HE CAEJIAJIH, JIOBYLIKA XCH
yHU4YTOXMNAa 6b1 Hac. U 3710e MecTo mpoaomkano 6bl XUTb».

«MbI CJIMLIKOM MHOTO N'OBOpPMM, — IOCJajla HETepIeIu-
BYI0 MbIcIb Mep. — EcaM cTapeifliive 3aXOTAT HCCIeAOBaThb
3TO MECTO, NMyCTb OHH 3TO IeJIAloT. A YTO KacaeTcsl MeHs... s
NoOGBICTPEE XOYY MOJ OTKPBITOE HeOGO».

— Jla! — Onau cornacHo KuBHy/NIa. — MHe He HpaBUTCHA
3TOT CTapblfi Topol, OH IUIOXOM.

OHH BepHYIHCH K daepy. YeTBephbIM B HEM ObUIO TECHO,
OH eJIBa CMOT NOJHATLCS, HO BCE Xe noJjeren. Bropoit dnaep
OHHM HallTH TOYHO TaM, Ile ero U OCTaBWIM AETH. THpo
PELIWI JIeTETh Ha HEM ¢ JIXKMMOM, ero oYeHb 3aHHTEPECOBAIIO
Py4YHOe yTipaBJIeHHE, O KOTOPOM CaMH KO’OTHI NOYTH IO3a-
ObLTH.

«Mpbl MHOTOMY MOXeM Hay4yMTbCsl APYT y ApYyra, — cKasal
oH [IxaiMy, Korga oHM NOOHSUJIUCH B BO3IYyX, YTOOBI Mocieno-
BaTh 3a APYTUM (yiaepoM, MOYTH CKPbIBIUMMCS U3 BUay. — U
3T0 OydeT xopolllasg HayKa, poau4-Ko’oT. boJbiue s o Bac He
6yny roBOpHUTb KaK O AETEHBIIIAX: CETOAHS Bbl 006a AoKa3aiH,
YTO Bbl HACTOSILIHE POAUYHU KO’OTOB».

IIpubauxasics Kk nopry, xuM 3a6pU1 HeTeprieHHe U 0OJIb,
KOTOpBbI€ NpHBEIHU ero B ropoa. OH Jaxe NMoayMali, Kak ero
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MHTEPECHO OyleT MccliefoBaTh. 3alUThl OoNblle HeT, pobo-
Tl MepTBBl. U1 B OynyiieM poaudy KO’OTOB — OH FOpaWICS
TeM, KaK Ha3Bal ero THpo, MOHHMMas, YTO 3TO MHOIOIO
CTOMT, — €My Haim€Tca YeM 3aHATbCc Ha 3HUMMoppe.

3Bi3THBIE KO’OTHI A
PA3JYMHBIE PACTEHUSA

1. Tpeeoza 6 603dyxe

O Mbaii Tak KpenKo cXBaTWIACh 3a CIIMHKY TNepeaHero
CHIEHHSA, YTO Y He€ 3abosyieM maiablbl. YTO-TO HeManHoe
npoucxoawio ¢ ¢aaepoM. Tor GecriopsanoyHo A€prajics B3al
H Bnepén. Ilo ToMy, Kak HamnpsDKEHHO cXajicd Ha CBOEM
cuaneHud THpo, OHa BHAeNAa, YTO OOJIbLIOH KO’OT TOXE HCILy-
raH. OHH TONIBLKO CEroNHA YTPOM BbUIETENH M3 ropoaa Jloaei,
a MOTOM 3TO M ciaydywiock. Tenepb ¢aep apoxas, Tpsccs
KaK-TO CTPAaHHO pbIYall.

O M3t yyBcTBOBasla, KaK THpPO HanpsoKEHHO NMOChUIa-
€T MBICJTb MallIMHe, MBITAasgCh 3aCTABUTL €€ paboTtaTh. Her, OH
MBLITAETCSA MOCAAUTh €€ Ha 3eMITIO.

— B 4éM nmemo? — MalbYMK Ha CHIOCHHHM PSOOM C Hel
TOXe HaK/oHwWIcs Brepén. OH naxe NMPOTSAHYJ PYKH, CJIOBHO
xoTen 4yeped THpPo HOTAHYTCS A0 NPHOOPOB, KOTOPLIMH
KO’OTbl HHKOTAa HE IOJIb30BATHCh. '

— He Hagmo! — 3aBu3xana 3w M»3it. — OH nbITaeTcs
MOCaANTh Hac! — JAeBOoYKa CIJIOTHY/MA, XOTS BO PTy Y Heé
nepecox’o.

OHa 4yyBCcTBOBaIa, KaK JpoXHT XXMM, 3aeBasi IUIeYOM e€
CUICHHE. DTH CHIOCHHUS CIMIIKOM Mautbl 11 gereii. U nesou-
Ka BCMIOMHWIA: mana u MaMa [IxuyMa noruGiau B ynasiueM
caMoJIETE Ha MX POIHOH IUIaHeTe, KoTopas Telepb Ka3ajach
TaKoH Han€Kom.
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— Mzl npuszemisieMcs! — ronoc JIxXxuMa npo3Bydal TaK Xe
TPOMKO, KAaK TOJIBKO 4YTO e€€. Maib4HK NbITAICH TPOTHC-
HyTbcd MHMO Tupo, Ho Mep, cuaeBuIass psAaAOM C
pa3BeIYUMKOM-KO’OTOM, 3apbhldajla M KOITAMHU LUIENHYJA IO
BRITIHYTOH pyke JIXuMa. .

O Mbaii XoTena 3akpbiTh IMIa3a, HO He Moria. OqHako
BHM3, Ha 3eMJII0, CMOTPETb He cTaa. Kayka BbI3bIBaa y Heé
TomwrHoTy. IloyeMy ¢naep, Kak Bcerma, He OT3BIBaeTCS Ha
MBICJIEHHBIH npuka3 Tupo? Bce MalIMHBI KO’OTOB AEHCTBYIOT
1o MbICJICHHBIM npHKa3aM. [lodeMy Xe 3Ta mepecraia ciy-
maTbea?

JIpox®» cTaHOBHWJIach BCE CWIbHee. Diuin Mp3ii KauHyso K
JIXxuMy, moToM oHa yaapwiach o 6opt. OHa TIIETHO MbITa-
Jlach TIOKpemye YXBAaTUThCS 332 YTO-HHUOYIb.

CHoBa OHM ycTpeMWIHch BHM3. Heyxenn ¢naep pa3oOb-
€érca? JleTH cablluanM pacckasbl 0 ¢jiaepax, KOTOpble yIETaIH
M He BO3Bpallauch. Uiam ux Haxonwin pa3OUTHIMH, a KO’ OThI,
JieTaBlIME B HUX, OKA3bIBAJIMCh MEPTBBI WIH TSDKEJIO PAaHEHBI.

HIMeHHO M3-3a (naepoB OHM OTIIPAB/SUIMCH B OKWHYTHIH
T'opon. Ko’otsl MoryT ymparinsaTh diaepamu Jlioneit, Ho uM
HYXeH MeTa/Ul, YTOObl peMOHTHPOBATb MX, A€JIaTh 3aMacHbie
YacTH.

®naep BHOBb HEPHYICHA, CIOBHO COOHpasCh pPa3BaJIMTbCS
HanBoe. [TocnenoBan ynap, m 3w Mbait Opocwio Brnepén.
®naep ocTaHOBWICA.

OHH ¢ TpyaoM BbiOpanuchk. DM M3 nmoTHpana pyku M
HOTH, OHH ApPOXaJIu. MsArkoe NpPHKOCHOBEHHME MYIIMCTOTO
KOCTIOMa ycnokauBano. ClOBHO npuTparnBaelibcs K Mep.
Tonpko KOCTIOM He MypJibideT. Mep...

JleBoyka OBICTPO OIJITHYJAaCh B MOMCKAX KO’OTa C IpS3HO-
Gesiofi 1IEpCTbIO M HEOOBMMHBIMM TOMYOBIMH IVIazaMH. Mep
31ech, U BHIVSIAMT KaK OOBMMHO — KaK KolIka. DM Moaii
KOTa-TO M AyMajla, YTO OHa 3eMHasl KOlIKa, TOYHO TaK Xe
KaK JIxuM cuuran THpo, 3eJIeHOINIa30ro YroJdbHO-YEPHOTO
KO’0Ta, MOTEPSABLUIUMCS JOMALIHUM XHBOTHBIM.

Ho notoM oHH y3Ha/IH, YTO 3TO BOBCe He XHUBOTHbIe. OHH
— KO’OTBI, pa3BelYMKH C KOCMHYECKOro Kopabns, mocnaH-
Hble COOMpPaTh CBOMX polaHyei, 3eMHBIX KOLIEK, U OTBO3HTH
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ux agomoi. 1 D Mait n JIxuMy no3BosieHO ObUIO JIETETD C
HHMMH, TIOTOMY YTO 33 HHMX 3acTynmwinch Mep u Tupo.

O Mbaii ryboko B3moxHyna, M K Heil nogouuia Mep,
ycrnoxamBapllle IoTEpiach. THPO 3aIyM4YMBO Ppa3r/isdbIBajl
¢naep. OH THeBHO XJecTal Mo 0OOKAaM CBOMM IJIMHHBIM
XBOCTOM M, Ka3aJIOCh, YTO KOIla OH CMOTPUT Ha MallIMHY, U3
I71a3 €ro BBUIETAIOT MCKPBHI.

JXuM TsDKeJIo Ablla, JIMLO ero nobneaxeno. D Mai
B3sUIa €70 3a pyKy. MaJbuHK IJIIHY/1 Ha He€ CEpOHTO, CIIOBHO
coOHpaJicsi TUTIOHYTh — TOYHO TaK Isnen Ha ¢maep Tupo.
MoxeT, OH He XOTeJ, YToOBl OHa BHIEJA, YTO OH MCIyTascs.
Ho Benb Bce ucnyranuce! 3y Maii xotena 3To cka3zats. Ho
npexiae YeM cKa3asa, JOHeclach MbICIb THpo:

«Ham nosesno. Eié onuH yMeplidii MeTaJUTHYECKHMI KO-
pabne...»

O MEPTBBIX METAUTMYECKHNX KOpaOJIsix paccKa3biBasl Muua,
CTPOMHBIN PBDKHIT KO’OT, KoTopblii X1ET ux B ['opone. Yrto-
TO TNPOUCXOAMT C MalIMHAMHM, KOTOPHIMH IOJIb3YIOTCS
caUKOM aonro. OHM HeOXHAAHHO pacchinmalorcs. Mertawn
CTAHOBUTCS CJIMIIKOM XPYTIKHUM.

O M»ait cHoBa noTépia 6oka pykaMH. OHa 6onblie He
6ouTcss — Mo KpaiHell Mepe He TaK, KaK paHbllle, — HO HOTH
€€ MoATrnGaIuCh.

«MbI yxe psagom ¢ 'opoaoM, — npuuuia Meicas Mep. —
Hano uaTH B TOM Hamnpam/leHHH».

«Xopoliuo», — cornacwicsa Tupo.

JxuM, Kak O6ynaTo coBeplias O4YeHb TPYOHBIA Uil Hero
MOCTYNOK, BEpHYJCA K ¢iaepy M BHITAIMJI HMX MEWIKH C
npunacaMi. Hanen cBoif, a O Maii B3suiach 3a APYTOid.
Pyxu e€ moyTH mepecTasiM ApoXaTb.

Hx pyku — HMEHHO M3-3a HUX OHH ¢ JIDXHMOM eXeIHEBHO
otnpasisiorcs B ['opon. Y Tupo u Mep, y Bcex ocTalbHBIX
KO’OTOB, KaK Obl HCKYCHO OHH HH YTIPAaBRISUTH MBICJIBIO MallIX-
HaMHM, HET pyK — ToabKo Janbl. [opoa Ob1 mocTtpoeH
JlionbMH, MOXOXHMMHM Ha [Ixuma M DUIH, H HX MalUMHBI
NPHCNIOCOONEHBI VIS PYK. BTH JIIOAM OAaBHO HCYe3NH, HO
MalIHHbI OCTAJIHUCH, H KO’OTHI XOTeJH GOJibllle Y3HaTh O HHX.

«MBI JOIDXHBI NOGBICTPEe YCTAHOBHTD, OTKyAa AOOBIBAJICA
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CBeXHH MeTaiwl, — THpPO Mo-TNpexXHeMY pas3IsiAbIBajl yTaB-
wHit dnaep. — Y Hac NOYTH He ocTaloch 3anacoB. 1 MbI He
MOXEM CTPOHUTb HOBbIE hiaephl».

— 3T0 KaK NOMCKH COKpPOBHII, — cKa3al /IxxuM, HageBas
MEIIOK Ha CIIHHY.

He Tonbko ux ¢naep Buimien u3 crpos. IlulieBbie Mallu-
Hbl TOXE HA4YalId OTKA3bIBaThb. KO’OTHI JOJIO MOJB30BAIMCH
3arlacaMM MeTajUla, OCTaBlieHHbIMHU JlionbMH, YTOOBI AenaThb
HOBble MalIMHBI M YMHHTD cTapbie. Ho Teneps 3amacel noutH
HCTOLIWINMCh, U CTJIO OYE€Hb BAXHBIM y3HaTh, OTKYda OHH
TPUXOTHIIH.

YeTBepo ABMHYIHCh K GoiblioMy cepoMy [opomy. Dmiu
Mb5ii HeHaBMaena 3T0 MecTo. ONHAXAbl OHU TOMAJIH TaM B
JIoBYyHIKYy. 3aT0 OHH ¢ JIXXMMOM HauuM noitMaHHBIX THpo U
Mep. U TonbKO ymaya no3Bojnia MM OTKMIOYHMTL [opon u
OCTAHOBHUTL pPOOGOTOB, OCTABIEHHBIX CTOPOXHTh. KaXmblii
pa3, BO3Bpallasich Tyna, DanM Msii BTajiHe oXwuOajaa, YToO
OOUH M3 PoOOTOB MONOMAET K HUM M CHOBAa CXBaTHT.

OHM TOpOIUTMBO NpPOLUIH MO OJHOH ynHuUe, 1o ApYTOiA.
Ceiiyac ¢ Heit JIxuM, 1 Tupo, u Mep. Ho aeBouyka Bcé paBHO
MpoJoJDKaja OIISAABIBATLCS.

W BOT OHHU n0o6paiich GOJIBLIOTO LIEHTPAJILHOTO 3AaHHs, B
xoTopoM THpo n Mep nonaiau B KIETKH CMEPTH, H TA€ OHR
¢ JIXMMOM OTKTIOYWIN MCTOYHUK 3HEPIrHHM. 3BYKOBOM IpH-
Ka3 3acTaBWI OJHOIO M3 POOOTOB OCTAaHOBMTBLCH KaK pa3
TOrIa, Koraa ToT cobupasics yourb Ko’oToB. Y TosbKo Henas-
HO OHHM YCTAaHOBWIH, YTO 3BYKH OXHRBISIOT HEKOTOpbie
MallIMHBI.

BDTO TOXe OOHApPYXWIOCh COBEpPLIEHHO cly4aiiHo. D
Mb5ii Tak pa3o3nunach Ha MalIMHY, KOTOPYIO OHH OCMaTpHBa-
JM ABa AHSA Haszal, YTO INHY/Ja €€ M Havana o63biBath. U
MalllMHa OXJIa, Ha IJIaAKOH NMaHeNH B €€ mnepedHel 4acTu
BCIBIXHYJIM KaKHe-TO 3HAKH.

JxuM ckazaj, YTO 3TO TOXOXEe Ha TEeJI€BH30p, H OHHU
MPOBEAN MONIHSA, Habmoaas 3a H3MEHEHUSIMH, CeAyIOLIUMU
3a KpMKaMu Oiud Mbai. Ho xpuyaTh HyXHo 6bUIO B mpa-
BWIBHOM TOHe. [loToM OHM OpoaWIH MOBCIONY C KPHMKAMH,
MEHWEM WIM TNPOCTO pa3roBapMBaid ¢ MallMHaMu. U He-
CKOJIBKO OXWIO. 3TOo HeMHoro myrajio. Ho Bceraa psimoM c
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Hell 6butH Mep, Tupo, Muya M apyrue Ko’oTbl, HE TOBOpS
yxe o JIXuMe, U NMO3TOMY OHa He o4YeHb Gosnach.

Tenepb OHa NMOMBITAZIACh BCMIOMHHUTD, KAKUE 3BYKH OXHBH-
JIM TIOCJIEAHIOI0 MAalIMHY — Ty, YTO OHM HalLIM Buyepa. Ha
Hell ToXe 3aropejuch KakMe-TO HaAIMCH, HO KpoMe HHX
MOSIBWINCh U pUCYHKH. W Ko’0THI TOrna NpULLTH B 6oJbllIoe
BO30yXneHHe. Mep mociata MbIC/Ib: 3TO ONHA M3 MAllHH,
KOTOpBIE€ 3HAIOT, KaK paboTaThb C METAUIOM.

BoTt u Teneps JIXHM ONMycTWICSA Ha MOJ, Iisas Ha Mallu-
HY, H HadaJl KpU4aTh, H B 3TO BpeMsl Boluwia AHa. OHM 3HaTH,
y10 GOMNBIIAs KO’OLKA C cepeOpPHUCTON LIEPCThI0 — ONHA U3
NpeaABOAUTENIE Hapoaa KO’OTOB — TMpPWIETHUT K HHUM Ha
IpyroM dnaepe. AHa Bricnylnana cooduieHue THpo o nojioM-
ke dnaepa, MOTOM BCTasia Ha 3aiHUE JIaTbl, TIOJIOXWB NepeaHHE
Ha guMK nepen [IXHMoM, elBa He NMPHXHMasCh HOCOM K
MallIMHe.

«Témnoe... — sicHO OHecnach MbICAb AHBI. D Moaii
cella pSAAOM C MAJIbYHMKOM. — JTa MAallMHA MOXET OXHTb».

— Bo3aMoxHo... — Havdan JIXHUM BCAyX, H TONBKO IMOTOM
nepelén Ha MBICJIEHHYIO peyb: EMy OHa JaBajiach TpylHee,
yeM D Moaii.

«BoaMoxHo, oHa ¥ oxuBET. Ho kak oHa nelicTByer? —
MaJIBYMK B3IJIAHYJ Ha DM Maii. — Xodeuws nonpo6oBaTh?»

JbxuM xMypuwicsi, 1 DutH M3ii 3Hana, 4YTo OH HE XOyeT
MPU3HABaTb, YTO HE MOXET 3aCTaBUTh 3Ty MalUUHY paboTaTh.
Ha xoneHe oH aepXaJs IUIOCKMii peAMET, KOTOPLI HalUEN B
ONHOM H3 BEPXHHX TOMELICHH M Tenepb HOCHI B CBOEM
Meuke. [ToBepXHOCTBb Y HEro Kak JIMCTOK OyMaru, H TaM Xe
KpEeMWIOCh HEYTO Bpoaie pyYKH. JIXK1M, KaK MOT, CPUCOBBIBaJI
BCE, YTO MOXET NPHUTOAUTHCS: XOTS KAPTUHbBI MEJIbKAJIH CJIMLLI-
KOM OBICTpO.

— Tw1 xpuyan rpomko? — Dmwm Msii cMoTpena Ha
MallIHY.

— I'poMxo? ¥ MeHs BYepa YyThb IoJioBa He pacKoJionach!
— otrBetun JIxuMm. — Inynas crapas mammHa! Ho AHa
CYHTAET, YTO OHA MOXeT OBITh BAXHOI, H3-3a €€ pacnoyioxe-
HUA.

JxuM 6bu1 mpaB. BONMBUIIMHCTBO SLIHKOB-MAalMH CTOSJIO
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rpynnaMM WIM psgaMM. A 3Ta — oOfHa B CaMOM KOHLE
KOMHAThI Y JBEPH.

IMogBunace Mep. C Heii wWweén crapuwimii Ko’or Mwuua,
KOTOPBIi pyKOBOAWI PEMOHTHBIMH poGOTaMH Ko’0TOB. BMecTe
¢ Tupo oHM Mo4a celn, 0OepHYB XBOCTAMH JIalbl.

O Mbaii nopsuUiach B CBOEM MeELLKE M JOCTajla OJUH M3
CTpaHHBIX OyTepOpoaoB ¢ OyJO4YKO#, KOTOpble M3rOTORISUIU
NnHieBble MalIMHBI. OHa ejla MX yXe TaK MHOTIO JHei, 4yTo Te
6oJbllie He Ka3aJIMCh eil cTpaHHbIMHU. [lepeaBHHYB MelIOK K
JIXXuMy, OHa Hayajla eCTb, IpPOJOJDKas Ppa3MIsAbIBaATbH Ma-
LINHY.

OTa 4yTh 0OJIbllle OCTANBHBIX, U POBHas IUIOLIAAKA BIiepe-
¥, Ha KOTOPOH NOSBIAIOTCSA KAPTHHBI, ToXe 6oJblie. DKpaH
ceityac T€MHBII. Ho AHa cka3zana, 4To MalMHa TEIUIasi, OHa
rotopa K paGore. HyXHO TO/JIbKO NMPOMU3HECTH NMpPaBUIbHbIN
3BYK.

O Mb3ii npoxesana M NPONJIOTWIAa OGONBLIOH KYyCOK
oyrepopona. HaGpana Bo3ayxa M, mo-npexHeMy Jepxa eny,
HCIYCTWIA CEepPHI0 KPHMKOB, Pe3KHX LUENKAIOUIHX 3BYKOB H
MHCKOB.

DKpaH OCTaBaJICs TEMHBIM.

— Buanuis? — JIxuM ykasas Ha AlUK. — MBI HE CMOXEM
3aCTaBHTh ero paboraTs. JII0AM, JOJLKHO OBITH, pa3roBapHBa-
JM ¢ HUM. Ho Mbl He 3HaeM, YTO OHH TOBOPWIH, U He
MOXEM...

O M3 noka3aia S3bIK YNpSAMOMY SILIUKY.

— 3nag crapas 1Tyka! — HHOIga eif Kas3ajloCh, 4TO
MalllMHbI, co3AaHHble JlloabMH, Mo-cBoeMy XHBbl. IIpocto
OHH OYEHB IVIyIIbl, H NO3TOMY MX TPYAHO 3aCTaBHTb JEHCTBO-
BaTh.

Ho O Mbaii HuKoraa He caaBasiach jierko. OHa Bcerma
6bpu1a Takoi. [IpukaHuMBas cBoii 6yrepbpoa, nJeBoYyka Mpo-
JoJDKajla pasMBILUISTh Haa npooneMmoi. Ecnu 310 camas
BaXKHas MalllMHA, 3HAYUT JOJLKEH CYLLECTBOBATh APYTOM cIo-
co0 3acTtaBuTh €€ pabotaTh. XXMM HcrpoOoOBan BCce CBOM
3BYKM, OHa — GOJIBLUMHCTBO cBouX. Ho Benb JOMIXHO 4TO-TO
OXMBHUTH €€, B 3TOM [IeBOoYKa ObLla yBepeHa.

Jlionu HeHaBHAENU KO’OTOB, M 3BYKHM KO’OTOB HE MOIIH
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MPHUBECTU B AeicTBHe HU oaHy MainHy B ['opone. Ho pa3sse
3BYK 00s13aTeNbHO NOJDKeH ObITh ronocom? Bmepsrie Omiu
Mbsii nogymana o6 3ToM.

«BepHo, — nocasnuanace Meicab Mep. — Ho kakoif 3ByK,
cectpa?»

A Mbaiit nocMoTpena Ha JIxXuMa, KOTOpBIl NpoaosoKa
€CTb, H HaXMYpPHJIaCh.

— MoxeT, Mbl JOJDXHBI HCIIPOOOBaTh YTO-HHOYAL ApYyTOE,
KaKoi-HUOyab Apyroi 3ByK...

— Kakoii? — yrpioMo cnpocus MaJb4YHK.

O Mbsii ornsHynaacs. B yriy KoMHaThl Jiexana rpyaa
CTepXHeH M MeTaJUIMYyecKoe Tejlo. JTo ObUT OMH M3 pobo-
TOB-CTPaXXHHKOB, KOTOPbIii «yMep», Koraa ['opoa oTKIIOYHIH.
A Mait HanpaBwiach K HeEMY.

— Moxeuib CHATHL 3T0? — AepXa OHY U3 METAJUIHYECKHX
PYK, DJUIH orJIsiHyJach Ha JIxxuma.

ManbyMK NpHUCOEAUHWICS K Heil, B3sJicd 3a pyKy H Hayal
néprath B3aa M Briepéa. HakoHel OHM yCJIbILIATH CKPEXET
METalla O METAJLI.

— HasepHoe, Bc€. 3auem Tebe oHa?

— Xo4y MoCcMOTpeTh, KaK OHA 3BYYHT...

JIXXKUM OTKpBUI CBO MELIOK, KOTOPbIH HOCWI € cO00ii U B
KOTOpBIii Gpocasn BCsAKHE MEJIKHE HHCTPYMEHTHI, KYCKH Tpo-
BOJa, CTEpXHH, BCE, YTO HaxoAun B 34aHUM. OH 3aHsUICS
BAJISIBUIMMCS pOOOTOM M BCKOpe NMpOTSIHyA Aiwin Madi oTco-
€INHEHHYIO PYKY.

JeBouKka He OYeHb XOPOLLIO TpPeACTAaB/IsIa, KAK MCIOJIb3Y-
eT e€. MoxeTt, Mbicab BoobOie rrynasd. Ho oHa BepHynach K
MalllMHe-S10uKy. [IpoTaHyna pyKy U Hayajla HETPOMKO CTY-
YyaTh MO Kpalo MaliMHbl. U mpu 3TOM mnoBTOpsiia 3BYKH,
KOTOpble JEHCTBOBAJIM Ha ApPyrHe MalUHHBI.

[locreneHHO yaapbl CTAaHOBWIMCH TpoMuYe M NMOAYEPKHY-
Teil, a 3ByKM — rpoMye M Bbille. Bce cMoTpenu Ha 3KpaH, HO
Ha HEM HUYEIrO He MEHsUIOCh. JKpaH He 3aropajics.

Yaap... kpuk... [TotoMm...

— Bot oHO! — xpukHYN IxuM.

DKpaH BCIBIXHYJ, HO TYT Xe Iorac.

— Iomnpo6y# 310 cHOBa, D Maii!

IloTpeboBasioch YeThIpe MOMBITKH, NPeXIe YeM OHa CHOBA
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HalllyTiajla HyXHY10 KoMOuHanuio. Ha 3ToT pa3 3KkpaH ocrai-
csl ocBellEHHBIM. Ho Ha HEM He MOSBWIOCH TEX CTPAHHBIX
3aBUTYLIEK, KOTOphle, N0 MHeHHIo /’xuMa, GbUTH Haamucs-
Mu. [Toxa3zaJiocb MHOXECTBO JIMHMii, HEKOTOpbie TpsIMLIE,
Ipyrve KpuBble. Kaxnasg KapTHMHKa AepXajlach TOJNBKO He-
CKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHI, NOTOM Hcye3ana. JXXuMy nokasanoch,
YTO 3TO KApTHI.

OH yxe o6palajics K Ko’0TaM, KOTa OHH pa3NIsAbIBaJIM
KapTHHKHU ApyruX MalmiMH. Ho K0’OThl He NMpHBBIKIM K Kap-
TaM. B HHX caMHX 3aKMIO4€H yKa3aTelb, KOTOpPLIH Bceraa
BLIBOAMT HX K AOMYy — KaK M Ha poaHoH ruiaHere Ixuma. U
MM HE HYXHBI KApThl [UI YKa3aHUS IYTH.

[MosToMy OoHM He pacmo3HaBaiM KapTel. Ho TyT Heoxm-
JaHHO 3aroBopwi Mwuya. OH NMPUNOAHSUICA Y MallIMHbI, KaK
Ienana paHee AHa, M ero CTpoiHasi KpeMoBas Jana ykasana
Ha 3KpaH.

«3T0 3HaK MeTaulal» — ero MBICIb-pedb 3By4alia OpICTpO.
OnHoBpeMEHHO OH cJierka 3apbryal.

JIXUM TOpOIUIMBO 4YepTHJI Ha CBOéM Jucte. Eciau 6wl
KapTHHKa 3anepxanach! HerT... oHa yxe moracia. OH Tak
paccepawics, YTO elBa He ITHYJI MalllMHY, KaK Jejlajia paHb-
we i Mbaii.

IMosBWINCH elll€ NBe KAPTHHKU, W 3KpaH norac. JIXum
HaxXMYpWICH.

— He ycnen. Hyx#Ho nycTuth ewé pas.

Onau Msii nocnana Meicibp Muve.

«Crapuinii 6paT, — OHa Bceraa O4YeHb cTapajach OBITb
BEXUTUBOM MO OTHOLUEHMIO K CTAplLIMM KO’0OTaM, — a 4YTo
TaKoe 3HaK MeTauia?»

«3TOT 3HaK Mbl HaxoAWIM Ha BceX 3aacax MeTajlia,
KOTopble Opaii A/l peMOHTa M IJIS1 U3TOTORJICHMS HOBBIX
Beuleil. OH TakKo# Xe, KAK Ha 3TOH KapTHHKe...»

— Kapta maxtbl, — JIXHUM 3aroBOpWI BCJyX, ONHOBpE-
MEeHHO nocbuiast Mbicib. — HyxHo nmocMorpers cHoBa! Hano
3aIyCTUTD €€ elle pa3, D Mait! Moxert, 3Ta Iryka, — oH
NMOCTy4YaJl MO MalllMHe, — TpoAeJaeT BCE MO-TNpeXHeMy?

O M3 cHOBa Hayasia CTy4YaTh METAJUTHYECKOH PYKOH H
Kpu4aTb. OnsTh NMPOLLIO HEKOTOPOE BpeMs, NMpeXiae YeM OHa
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nogoGpaiia NMpaBWIbHBIN 3BYK, H 9KpaH 3aropesics. Ei npu-
WWIOCh MpoAeNaTh 3TO 4YeThlpeXIbl, mpexae 4eM JIXum
CKOMUPOBaJ KapThl. YcTanas, JeBOYKa ONMYCTUJIACh Ha MOJ.

— Hy, nony4yun Tbl cBOIO KapTy, — cKa3aja oHa. — A KakK
HaiTH To MecTo? KO’OTbl HE MOJIb3YIOTCA KapTaMH.

JIXxuM u3ydan cBoi rpyoniii pucyHok. Jla, 3Tto HempocTo.
OH NpHUKyCHJI CTPaHHYIO py4Ky. KapThl — Koraa oHH ¢ nanou
M MaMOH OTNpaB/LUINCh B IyTELIECTBME HAa MallMHE, TO
Bceraa IoJIb30BAJIMCh KapTaMM. TOYKHM O3HAYalid ropoia, a
JOpOrH HMeEJIM HoOMepa. A 31ech TOJLKO JJUHHM M HHMKAKHX
IpyTHX o0o3HayeHHii. KpoMe Toro 3Haka, KOTOpBIi, Kak
cka3an Mwuya, o3HayaeT MeTasLl.

DTOT 3HaK CTOSUT He BHH3Y KapThl, CKOpee B JIEBON CTOpPO-
He, YyTb B CTOPOHE OT JMHHUHM, BedylleH CBEpXy HOHHU3Y.
Jpyras JTMHUS MpPOXOAWIA ClpaBa HaleBo. U apyrue JTUHUHM
He KacaJIuCh 3THX ABYX.

Ko’orbl nx He y3HaloT. Kak Xxe Torama?..

JIxuM 3acteul. Bo3moxHo, oH mpaB. C Bo3ayxa! Mec-
THOCTb ropasgo Jierde pa3misiieTb C BO3oyXxa, 4YeM C
noBepXxHocTH. Eciiu 651 OHM MOIIM B3DISAHYTD ¢ ¢naepa, To,
BO3MOXHO, HauuiM 6l mopory K waxte. EMy He xortenoch
IyMaTh O HOBOM IOJIETe BO ¢Jjlaepe, HO APYroro HUYEro He

NpUAyMaellb.
«IIpekpacHoe mpeanoxeHue, 6paT-pogud. — THpo BcTan
M TOTAHYJCA. — XOTA MBI M YHIEM H3 3TOrO MecTa C

TSDKENIBIMH BOCTIOMMHAHHMAMH, — M OH C HU3KUM BOpYaHUEM
HEeHaBHCTH orysnesicss. — Ho npeaBapHUTeIbHO HYXHO Tila-
TEJIbHO NMPOBEpUTb (aep».

2. 3axpuimuiii ocmpos

B BO3ayXx OHM MNOAHSJIMCh HA CJEeAYIOLIUH JEeHb. DU
Mbii, KkoHeyHo, mpeanowia 6bl MOWTH mMewkoM, Ho Tupo,
Mep ¥ Muya Ka3aiuch OYeHb YBEpEeHHBIMH, U JE€BOYKA He
CcTajla HUYero roBOpUThb, XOTS OHHM He 3HAJIM Jaxe, B KAKOM
HarnpaBjleHHMH JieTeTb. Mep, Tupo 1 Muya cuoenu Ha nepe-
IHHUX CHIECHHUSIX HOBOro, 6oJsiee MoliHoro ¢naepa. i Mai
U JIXUM BBITISAABIBAIM H3-3a MX ITyLIMCTBIX TOJIOB. JJUH
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pa3sMbIlULLIA, KaK JIXXUM niepeHecET MOJIET NocJie aBapUH, HO
MaJIbYMK TOJIBKO TOJIOXWI CBOW PHCYHOK Ha KOJIEHH H
CMOTpeJ BHU3, CTapasiCh pa3nisiaeTh XOTb YTO-HHUOYAb MOXO-
xee. Kapra nmornorwia Bcé ero BHUMaHMe, He TO3BOJISIS eMy
BCTMIOMUHATh BHIHYXICHHYIO NOCAIKy.

OHHu no mHpokoMy Kpyry oonerenu I'opoa Jlioneii, motom
caenany BTOpoii Kpyr, ewlé wHpe. C KaXIbIM HOBBIM pa3oM
KPYTH YBEJIWYHBAIKCH, 2 THpO BEN MaLIMHY HAa caMOM MaJloii
ckopocTH. Bckope oHM Gonblue He Buaenu I'opon, Tor mpe-
BpaTWICS B TOYKY Ha NOPHU3OHTE.

— Kak Hac4éTr tex xonMoB? — cnpocun JIXHM, yka3siBas
MHMO Muun u Mep Ha ceBep. — Ha Halueit IuiaHeTe 1aXTh
4acTo OBIBAIOT PACMOJIOXEHbl B ropaX, — OH HAaIpPsDKEHHO
MbITAJICS BCIIOMHUTb BCE, YTO 3Haj o axtaX. Ho Takmx
cBeleHU Habpanoch coBceM HeMHoro. A y Jlione# 3mechk
MOIJIH OBITh aOCOIIOTHO MHbIE CIIOCOOBI MOJyY€HHSI PYAbI.

Tupo nmocayurHo HanpaBui ¢iaep K ropaM. TYT OHH CHOBa
CTaJId JIETaTh B3al U Briepéa. Ho BHH3y HUYTO He HallOMHHA-
Jo Kapry [>xxuMa. MoxeT, oH olInOcs, yHbU10 Ayman JDxum.
MoxeT, To 6bUIa BOBce H HE KapTa. .

ManbyuK NpoBEN MO JUHMAM naiblieM. OfHa U3 HHX LUIa
NnpsAMO, CIHIIKOM NpsMO i peku. Moxer ObITh, Aopora?
Ho oH He Buaen HUKaKHX JOPOT, HAYLIHX OT ropoaa. MHorma
€My Ka3aJioch, YTO JII04H MOJb30BAJIUCh TOJBKO (h1acpaMH.

— Jopora... eciy 6b1 Mbl YBUIEIH AOPOTY, — MOAYMaJ OH
M CcKa3aJl 3TO BCIyX.

Tupo noBepHyn ¢inaep ot xonMoB. Tenepb OHH HanpaBH-
JIicb Ha 3amaj, H TYT JIXMM YJIOBWI MBICIb-COOOIIEHHE
6oJIBLIOrO KO’OTa:

«MecTo, no xoTopoMy nepeaBuranuch Jlionu. Takoe ecTs.
OHO Be€ET K Bole, KOTOPYIO HEJb3sl MUTh...»

IxuM youBwicsa, Ho THpPO HHMYEro He cTajl OOBLACHSATD.
Manpuuk Xe BHHMAaTeJILHO CJeAW] 332 MECTHOCTBIO, OXMIas
MOSIBJIEHHSI IMHUH, KOTopasi coBrnajia 6bl C IMHHEH Ha KapTe.

— Bot! CMoTpH, D Mait! BoT oHa!

OHH NeiCTBUTEIIBHO JIETEH TeNepb Hal YeM-TO, HallOMH-
HalolMM aopory. OHa 6bU1a o4eHb y3Kas U Onectsiias. Tupo
nopén ¢naep BOOAL He€, M TNOcepeaHHE 3TOH CTpPaHHOM
JIMHUH-JOPOTH MOKA3aJIUCh KaKMe-TO Kpymibie npeaMetsl. C
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BO3llyXa OHHM HANIOMHHaJIM KOHCEpBHBIE OaHKHM, COeIUHEH-
Hble H YJIOXCHHbIe HaboOK.

Muya npykan Hoc K KyTIONy KaloThl M TIOCMOTpEJT BHHU3.

«TaM HeT XHU3HH, — mnepenal oH. — MoXHo crIycKaThcs
6e3 cTpaxa».

Tupo nocagun ¢aaep, H OHH TOPOILUIMBO BBIOPAIUCH.
IIpuiIoch 3aAMpaTh IMOJIOBELI, YTOOB! YBHAETH BEPXYLIKH 3THX
KpyIIbIX nipeaMeToB. OHHM ObUIM MeTaJUIMYecKHe, a Ha OoKax
Yy HHX pacroi3aJIiCh KOPHYHEBLIE NATHA, CJIOBHO OHH HayaJlk
pXaBeTb. J10JDKHO OBITB, JIEXaH 30ech JaBHO. MOXeT, ¢ Toro
caMoro BpeMeHH, Kaxk Jlonu 3axpeumuch B ['opone.

M Ko’0Thl M JETH HAyYWIHCh YPEe3BBIYAHO OCTOPOXHO
npuobnmXxaTecss Ko BceMy, caenaHHoMmy JlionbMu. OHM Ha
MOYTUTETPHOM yHAJICHHH OOOLUIH 3TH GaHKH.

Dyu Maii 3Hana, YTO KO OThl YyBCTBYIOT JIOBY1IKH JTioneii.
U noroMy xnaina, nmoka Mep u Tupo He 3asBWIM, YTO 3[d€Ch
6e3onacHo. Ho uyTh noroas, noxoiias 61mke, 1eBOYKA YIAUB-
JIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— 310 Xe BoBce He nopora! [locMoTpuTe!

To, 4TO CBepXy Ka3ajloch POBHOM NOBEPXHOCTHIO, OKa3a-
JIOCh PBOM WJIH KOJIE€H C INIaJKMM MOKPBITHEM, MOXOXHUM Ha
MeTaUl, KOTOpbIii MOBCEMECTHO Hcmoib3oBalics B [opone.
KpoMe Toro, renepb OHHM pa3riisiie/id, YTO OHO IEPBOTO M3
UWIHHIPOB ONOSICHIBAI O0OMOK, TOYHO BIIMCHIBABLIMICSA B
npodwib KOJEH.

JXHM M3YMJIEHHO pas3IyBiAbIBajl BCE 3TO.

— Iloxoxe Ha moes3n, — MeIJIEHHO NMPOroOBOPWI OH. —
OHH TYT CKOJNB3WIH... — MQIbYHK 3alVISHYJ B POB, MOTOM
MOCMOTpeJ1 Ha GaHKH.

Muya npowén BIOJIb OCTAHOBUBILUEICS LENMOYKH LIWIHHI-
POB.

«JleTEHBIII TpaB, — MOCJBILANACH €r0 MBICIb. — JTO
BaroHb! Jloneii».

[lotoM oH mopoi€n K OnuxaniieMy M, NIPUHIOXaBLIKCD,
BO30YXIEHHO BBITHYJ pbDKE-30JI0THCTYIO cnMHY. [lo6pas-
LIUCH Xe [0 CepeANHbl BAarOHa, KO’OT NMPHXaJICA HOCOM K €ro
MOBEPXHOCTHU. «3[1eCh OTBEPCTHE», — COOOLIMI OH.

Bce yeTBepo nmocneunIM NpUucoeIUHUTLCS K HeMy. JIxum
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MPOBEN PyKO# MO KpasiM IUVIOTHO 3aKpbITOH OBAILHOM IBEPH.
OTn0XMB KapTy, Haxan obeMMH pykaMH. JIBepb He OTKpBIBa-
Jlack. MaJIbYMK H30 BCeX CHJI TIOMOMBITAICS BCIIOMHHTDb, KaK
OTKPHIBAIOTCS IBEPH 3€MHBIX MOE3NOB, HO He cMor. Moxer,
M 30eChk HYXEH 3BYK.

O Maji, npucoeAMHMBLIASCA K HEMY, BbICKa3aJia Npe-
MoJIoXEeHHE.

— JlBepn B I'opome — TBI TONKAN HX B CTOPOHY, a HE B
cepeqHHy. MoXeT, 3TH JEHCTBYIOT TaK Xe.

IToyeMy OoH caM He moayMaia o6 3tomM? XXMMy He MOHpa-
BWIOCH, 4TO DUt M3ii BcnoMHWIa 06 3ToM paHblie ero. OH
OBICTPO CMEHWJI MECTO M CTaJl HAXMMAaTh BIeBo. DU Mait
MpyXaja psioM CBOM KOPHYHEBbie MaJIbYHKHM. OHH HaXaIH
BIBOEM.

IMocnbiuiancsa ckpexeT. JlBepb HEMHOIO MOJAJACh.

— Tonkait! — npukaszan JIxum. — 3aeno. E€ monro He
OTKPbIBaJIH.

OHH TONKaJIH M30 BceX cWl. JIBeph HEMHOTO MoJanach, HO
JaJjiplie CABHHYTh CTBOPKY OHH HEe CMOIVIM. A 1eab ObUla
CIHMUIKOM y3Ka, YTOObI OHM TpPOLLTH BHYTPh. 1 Kak OHH HHU
CTapaJiuch, OMHAKO PaclIMPHUTL €€ He CMOIIH.

Ho Mwuuya nerko mpocyHyn B luesib rojioBy M mieyd. U -
MTHOBECHHME CIYCTS MBICIb, TPOMKasl, KAK KPHK, JOCTHUIJIA HMX
CO3HaHHUA: _

«Metann! MHoro Metasia! 3aMeyaTenbHass Haxoaka'»

JIXKUM TsDKeJsio ObIliaj OT YCWIMiA, BBITHpasi PyKoii MOT co
n6a. Hy u uyro, yro Mmera? Illaxry-To OHM He HalUIH.
Manp4HK cel Ha 3eMJII0 M CHOBa MOCMOTpEN Ha KapTy.

Ko’oTs! Bo3mwiuch y BaroHa. JIoJokHO OBITB, 3TO JeiCTBH-
TEeJIbHO KOrAa-To ObUI BaroH, a Bcé BMecTe — mnoe3n. OHHM
MPOTHCHYJIKCH B LIIeJIb, CIMIIKOM Y3KYIO IJIsl IeTeil, U ocMaT-
PHBAIM HAXOMKY.

— HaBepHoe, OHH CMOTYT 3TO MCNOJBL30BaTh, — JIKMM
MaxHyJl pyKOH Ha lIecTb BATOHOB, — HO HaBCerza 3TOro He
XBaTHT. Jlo/DKHa OBITH Tie-TO 11axTa, ¥ HaM HYXHO HaMTH eé.

Ommu M3 cena psAgoOM ¢ HMM, NOCMOTpea Ha KapTy.

— Ho ecin 3T0 Xene3Hast jopora, — eBoYKa NpoBeia 1Mo
JIMHUHM najiblieM, — TAEe-TO OHa KOHYaeTcsi? A YTo TaM, B
KoHLe?
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JIXuM KHBHYI.

— Moxert, BOT 3mech, — mnoka3al oH. — OHa Kak-To
coenMHseTcs: ¢ ropoaoM. Mnu coeauHsinacs Korma-to. Tak
YTO MIAXTa JOJDKHA HAXOAWUTbCS TaM... — OH MOJIyOOEepHYJICH
M yKa3aJl B NPOTHBOMNOJIOXHOM HamnpanieHHH. — HaM HyxHoO
Tyaa.

«Mpbl noiném Tyna, AeT€HbI-poand, — THpo BuiOpaics
M3 OBepHOHW wenu. — TBOM paccyXIeHMs IalOT Halexny.
Muya XoYeT ompenesiuTb pa3Mepbl 3TOT0 HOBOHAIEHHOIO
COKPOBHIIIA, 1aXe €CJIH OHO U He JaCT HaM BCE HeoOXooUMoe.
Tak 4TOo HeHCTBUTEJILHO HYXHO HAaWTH €ro MCTOYHHK».

Muua ocrancs y moesna, a netd BMecte ¢ Mep u Tupo
CHOBa ceJiM Bo ¢aep. OHM MOJIETENH BOOIb IOPOTH H BCKOPE
yBuIenu Oeper, Ha KOTOpbIii OOpYyUIMBaIMChL BOMHBI. THpO
onyctuwi ¢yaep HUXKe.

«IInoxasi Bona, — oOBLSIBWI OH. — E€ Henb3s NMUTLb...»

— Mope! — [Ixum npuxaicss K 6oky cdnaepa. — U
CMOTpH — Kopabnn!

Jlopora 3akaHYMBAJIAaCh IIMPOKHM KOJIBLIOM. 3AeCh Bas-
JIOCh €111€ MHOTO BaTOHOB-0AHOK U CTOSUTH HECKOJILKO 3aHHIA.
He Taxue GonbliMe, Kak 3maHusa Topoma, H B LIEJIOM OHH
ObUTH YCTpoeHBl oguHakoBo. Ha Gepery packuHynach npH-
CTaHb, BO3Jie KOTOPOif B MOpEe BUIHEIUCH HECKOJIBKO Kopabiei.
Tonbko OBa M3 HHUX ewé AepXaauch Ha miaBy. Kopmyca
OCTAJIbHBIX NMOKpLIBaJIa BOOA. ‘

— Tam 4ro-T0 ecTh! — Dmmm Mbaji ykazana Ha Mope. —
INocMoTpuM, YTO 3TO!

OHa oka3anach npasa. JIXXUM ToXe 3aMETIWI TEMHOE TNSATHO
Ha Bole. OHO CTpPaHHO BBINISAAENO M OLUIO HATOJOBHHY
cKkpriTo TyMaHoM. C Oepera ObUIO BHAHO TOJILKO TEMHOE
MATHO.

Tupo pasgenmn moGonbrtcTBo B Mb3ii, moToMy 4YTO
noBen ¢aep Haa BomoO# K TYMAaHHOMY MecTy. OHH momieTa-
Ju 6amxe, M MATHO CTAHOBWIOCH BCE Oonble U GoJblue.
OnHako TyMaH 6bUI TaKo# I'yCTO#, YTO HMKAKHX MoApo6HOC-
Tell TaKk M He MOSBIISUIOCH.

HeoxunanHo ¢naep HaKJIOHWICA M YyTb He ymajl B BOny.
Tupo B3nEpHYA ronoBy, a Mep 3auunena. ®naep pe3ko B3sn
BNpaBo, pa3BepHYJICA U TOJIeTe] Ha3al K Oepery.
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— YT0 cnyywnoch? — YAMBIEHHO cripocwi JIxXuM.

«TyT 3ammTa... Pa3Be Thl He MOYYBCTBOBAJI?» — CIpOCHIa
Mep.

— M1 HUYero He MOYYBCTBOBAJIM, — OTBETWIA 332 000OMX
O Maii. — 910 Npo3Byyano B BalKX rojosax?

«AMeHHO TaK, HNEeTEHBII-POAWY, — OTBeTWIAa Mep. —
3aiuTa, ycraHoBIeHHas JlioapbMu».

— Ho ecnu oHHM ycTaHOBWIM 3alIUTy, — 3aMeTHa JXuM,
— 3HA4YMT, TaM YTO-TO BaXHOE.

Jo/mKHO ObITh, 3TO U €CTh TO MECTO, B KOTOPOM BaroHbI
3arpyXajm MetaJuioM. Toraa aro waxra. Ho xro cawiman o
miaxrax B Mope?

Tupo npuBén ¢naep K OGepery U mocaaun MallWHy Ha
OTKPBITOM TUIOIIAAKE Bo3Jie 3NaHMii. Bce BBILLUIM M OCTOPOX-
Ho ormsiaenuchk. McnbiTaB yxacHble noBylwiku ['opona, oHH
OmnacajMch, YTO U 3[eCb UX MOXET XIaTb YTO-HHOYIb MOJO-
6Hoe. HemHoro noroass Tupo noxavan roJioBoii.

«MéEpTBoe MecTo,— MOMBICIJI OH, — TYT HET XMWBBIX
MAallHH».

OnHako JIXuM cYMTal, YTO BCE Xe HYXHa OCTOPOXHOCTD.
M OoH yroBopmi KO’OTOB, YTO OHM C DM M3ii JOIKHBI
noiTH nepBbIMH. OHM BeAb yXe YOeAWINCh, YTO CTPAXHHUKH,
ocranrieHHble JllonbMH, HX He Tporaiot, a Tupo U Mep Moryr
0Ka3aTbCsl B ONMAaCHOCTH.

B nepBbIX ABYX 30aHUSIX OHU YBHIAEIH IPyAbl METAUIHYEC-
KX OpyckoB. A B TpeTbeM — OOJIblIME YaHBbI, TNOJIHbIE
METAUIMYECKHUX OKAThILLEH: KPYIIbLIX, pa3MepoM B MpaMop-
Hble IapUKH, WIX MEHBUINX, KaK IMYJIH. A TAKK€ YCTPOKHCTBO,
KOTOpoe Momio ObITh Meyblo. 3Aech WIAPUKH PacIUIaBIsIIMCh
H OTJIMBAJIKCH B OpyCKMH.

«bommuas Haxogka! — Tupo ObL1 O4YeHb BO3OYXIEH. —
Tenepb y Hac ecTb Bcé HeoOXomMMOE».

IIxuM nopo6pan HECKONbKO METAUIMYECKMX LIAPHUKOB M
NMPOITYCTHJI UX MEXAY NaJbLIaMH.

— Jla, 3T0 NOMOXeT npoaepXaThcs Kakoe-To BpeMs. Ho
Mbl HE HalIUTM 1aXTy. A ec/iM Obl HallUTH, TO BCEra UMETH Obl
Heobxoaumoe. Ecim maxra TaM, — OH KHMBHYJ B CTOPOHY
CTEHBl, BbIXOASILICH Ha MOope, — 3HA4YMT, HAaM HYXHO NoNacTh

Tyza.
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«To MecTo 3alMIIEHO», — HaNOMHMWIA eMy Mep.

— Ot x0’0TOB, — noaxBaTwia AU Maii. — Ho MBI-TO €
JIxumMoM cMoxeM mpoiiTH. U TaM, MoXeT, HaWmEéM dYTO-
HHOYAb CIOMaTh — Kak CJIOMaJIM Ty WITYKYy B ropoe, OT4ero
Bce po6oThl yMepyH. Toraa Bbl TOXe CMOIIH Obl MPHMTH...

JIXUM KHUBHYIIL.

— Crout nonpo6oBats. Mel MoxeM B3sATb ¢iaep U BOC-
NMOJIb30BaThCsl PyYHbIM yrnpaBieHHeM. [locMoTpuM, 4TO TaMm.

Tupo u Mep nepernissHynucs. JIXXuM 3HaJ, YTO OHH 06CyX-
JaI0T 3TO NMpeIoXEHHE, XOTA TENeph ACTH HE CHBbIIIATH HX
MBICTIH. MaJjIbyuK ObUI YBEpPEH, YTO €0 CJI0Ba HMEIOT CMBICII.
bapbep, KOTOpHI# yIepXXKHBAeT KO’OTOB, HE OCTAHOBHT AETeil.
B10 oHM noka3anu, npoiias B opon. Ho B To Xxe Bpems oH
He ObUT yBEpEH, YTO TaK yX Xo4yeT MATH. YTO-To cTpaurHoe
CKpBIBAJIOCh B TOM 3aTAHYTOM TYMaHOM MECTe B MOpE.

«TBO€ mpennoxeHHe pasyMHO, — Ha 3ToT pa3 JIxum
yJ0BWI Mbicab Tupo. — JlefcTBUTENBbHO, Thl CMOXELIb BOC-
TNOJIb30BAaTLCH PYYHBIM YNpaBlieHHEM ¢raepa, Kak Aenaiu
Jhonn. Uaure ¥ mocMoTpHTE, YTO TaM, HO He CIycKaiTech
ONMPOMETYHBO».

— He 6ecnokoiicss, — orBetun JIxuM. — S 6yny octopo-
XEH.

— Mmb 6yneM ocTopoxHbl, — D Mb3ii yxXxe HanpaBH-
Jlach K ABEpH.

JIXXuM 3HaJ1, 4TO Gecrnosie3Ho ¢ Heit cnoputb. OH nopo3pe-
BaJl, YTO B DIyOMHe AyIIH DJUIH Mb3ii ToXe He Xouercsi
OoTIpaBNATbcA Tyaa. Ho oHa HM 3a YTO He COIMIACHTCS OC-
TaTbes.

®naep NogHMMAICA HE POBHO, KAaK TOA YIpaBIeHHEM
onbiTHOro Tupo, Ho XXMM yXe MOJIb30BAJICS paHblIe pyd-
HBIM YymiparieHHeM. CKopo ¢iaep HampaBWICS B Mope.
MaJibuHK MOBEN €ro npsAMO K TYMAHHOMY OCTPOBY.

JIXuM BHMMATeIbHO clelWa 3a npubopamMu. Ha takom
¢naepe oH neran, Korga HECKOJIbKO MecCsiieB Ha3al OHHU C
O Msi otnipaBwINCh HecnegoBaTh ['opon Jliogeii. C Tex
MOp OH MHOTO NMPAaKTHKOBAJICSA B HCMOJIb30BAHMH Pa3IMYHbIX
MaliMH Ko’otoB. Ho Bcerga Gosuicsi coBeplIMTh OLUIMOKY,
XOTS1 He XoTeJ1, yToObl DM M»3ii noraganack 06 3ToM.
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— Kak cTpaHHO OH BBIDIOMT... — KM M3i TOXE
HaKJIOHMNach Briepéa. — Bcé B TymaHe...

Yem 6mimxe OHH MOMJIETANH, TeEM MeHbllle Buaeau. Pnaep
NMorpy3wicsi B HeoObIMalHO rycToii TyMaH. /IXuM Bech Ha-
npsrcsa. EMy BoBce He XOTeJIOCh 3aTEPSATHCSA B 3TOM TYMaHE U
HAJTETETh Ha KaKoe-HUOyAb 3JaHHEe — €CJIU TYT ecTb 30aHHUS.

— Cwmotpu! — 3 Mbsii npuxana 106 K crekny. [lox
HMMHM NOKa3ajach IMaKasi TIOBEPXHOCTb, NMOXOXas Ha Bep-
XyUIKy GoJbliioro Kynoja. Tyt Herae nocaauTs ¢oaep. [Toxoxe
Ha CTeKJI0, KaK B KabuHe ¢iaepa, XoTss BO MHOTO pa3 GoJblie.
TyMaH cagwics Ha HErO U KaIUISIMH CT€KI IO MOKPBITHIO.

JIxum noneran B3aa ¥ BrnepeEn B TyMaHe. BHu3y He Obu1o
HHYEro, KpoMe€ OrpOMHONM BbINYKIO# mNoBepXHOCcTH. «OHa
3aKpbIBaeT IUIOIIAaNb pa3MepoM B MoJIoBUHY [opoma», —
noayMan [IxuM. Herme Obuio nmpuzeMINTbCA, U HUYENO He
ObUlo BMAHO. A mox H3rubawlleicsi NOBEPXHOCTBIO TOXE
KIYOWIOCHh KaKoe-To 001aKo, TOJIbKO ewlé ryue. M Hudero He
"BHIHO.

Haxkoneu JIxum noBepHyn dnaep Ha3zan. OHu ¢ D Moii
HE MOTYT...

U 1yt JIxum 3akpuyan. Onaep HBIpHYI, MAJBYHK NOTEPSI
KOHTpOJIb 32 npuoopamMu. U ycieiinan Xpuk I Moaii:

— Het! He Hyx®HO!..

OT0 OBLT He cTpax nepen kpyuieHueM. CoBceM apyroe —
YTO-TO yXacHoe B royioBe. JleBouka pykaMM 3aXaja yilli, HO
He MomIa 3anIyliMTh TO, YTO CJbILaJia B CO3HAHUM.

He xpHK X0’0TOB, coBceM .Apyroe. YUTo-To TaM ObUIO0 BHU3Y
— ¥ 3TO YTO-TO ObLUIO paHEHO M MCIYyTAaHO, OY€Hb CWILHO

HMCITyTaHo!

3. Kpukx o nomowu

JIxuM ToXe MmovyBcTBOBaJ 3T0. OH 3aTpsic roJIoBoii, CTa-
pasich ipeofosieTb 60Jb. 1wt Maii npaBa! TaM BHH3Y YTO-TO
XMBOE, €My CTpPallHO M yXacHo 6onpHO. Ho 310 He KO’OT.
OHO He mochUIaNIoO MBICTh, KaK Mep uwiu Tupo. OHo Moo
nepeaaTh TOJNBLKO CTpax U 60ab. U eMy HyxHa 6bU1a NOMOLIB!

— MBI KOJDKHBI TOMOYb... — JUTH M3ii npyxana nanoHu
K yuiaM. JleBouke GBUIO TaK TUIOXO, TPEOOBAJIOCh HEMELTIEHHO

132



yTo-TO caenaTth. Ho OHa He 3Hala, YTO MMEHHO. — Mkl
JIOJDKHBI CITYCTHTLCSI M TOMOYb...

— MbI He MOXEM NpPH3eMINThCS, — oTBeTW IXuM. —
3mech HeKyla MocaauTh ¢aep.

OHM NeTany B3al M BIEpEN Haa BeplUMHOM Kynona. Po-
BHOTO MecTa IS MOCaAKH He HAaXOOHWIOCh. A H3-3a IyCTOro
TyMaHa HEBO3MOXHO OBbUIO CKa3aThb, YTO HAXOOUTCS Jabliie.

— bonpHO! — Dmiu M»aii packayMBasiach Ha CIHLIKOM
TeCHOM cHAeHUH. — DBonbHO B rosnose!
— 3Hawp... — JIXuM pasBepHyn1 ¢Jaep M HanpaBHWICS

CKBO3b TyMaH Ha3al K bepery.

— MBI Xe JOJDKHBI CITyCTHTLCS M MOMOYb! — 3aKpuyaia
A M3ii. — A Thl yBoAHLIb Hac!

J>XUM oXuaaa, 4To KOrhaa OHU BbLUIETAT M3 TyMaHa, Olly-
lIeHUe B rojioBe HMcye3HeT. Ho XoTb OHO M cTajio MeHee
HanpsOKEHHbIM (CJIOBHO YeJIOBEK MepecTal KpHUyaTh U Mnepe-
LWEN Ha WIEMOT), OH MO-NpeXHEMY MCIBITBHIBAJ €r0.

— Mbl MOXeM B3fIThb JIOOKY... — DJUM M»3# cMoTpena Ha
Bepdb M Ha KaTrepa B HeH.

— Bpsn 11 xakasg-Hu6yab M3 HUX MOIUIBIBET, — BO3Pa3wi
JxuM. KpHK no4TH CTHX, 4 OH He XOTeJl €ro BO3BpalleHHs.

— Moxert, XOTb OJHa MOIVILIBET. MbI JOJDKHBI UATH — Tbl
3Haellb!

Ho ManpyMK He XOTeNl BO3BpallaThCsl K TOMY GoNbLIOMY
ny3bIpI0, B KOTOPOM HAaXOAWIOCh CYLIECTBO, KOTOpPOE Ipo-
HHUKJIO B MX roJjioBbl. J[dxnM nocaamn ¢naep, ¥ AETH BHILWIM K
NMOIKMIABIIMM HMX Ko’oTaM. JIXXMM yBHAe], 4To Muya ocra-
BWI OCTAHOBMBILHICS TOE3q U TNpPHCOeAHHWICH -K Mep H
Tupo.

Omiu Mbsii Hayana MBICIEHHO paccKa3biBaTh, €lIE€ He
KOCHYBUIMCh HOraMH 3€MJIM; OHa Jewiack ¢ Mep M ocTainb-
HBIMH HX OTKpbiTHeM. [leBouka 3agbixajaach, CJIOBHO
BbITIAJIMBAJIA 3TO BCJIYX M OAHO CJIOBO OOIOHSUIO ApYTOe€.

«...H eMy 6onbHO. OHO HyXAaeTcs B NOMOLIM...»

Mep noté€pnack o Horu dwiu Moaii. E€ Mpicap ycnokau-
BaJIa.

«A 4TO 3TO, HAeTéHbIU? OHO TOBOPHUT MBICJIEHHO, KakK
KO’OTBI?»

Tupo 1 Muya HeMHUramolUM B3IISIAOM CMOTPEJH Ha Je-
Teit. JIXKMM cIbIIaZl MX HeBBICKa3aHHbIE Borpockl. BmecTe ¢
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O M3l OHHM paccKasaiud BCE, YTO Y3HaIM: O KyrioJje-
My3bIpe MOBEPX OCTPOBA, 00 3TOM KpHKE.

«He ko’or, — 3amymuuBo nosropwi Tupo. — M He u3
Joneit?»

JIXuM cen Ha 3eMJII0 M MOTEpP pyKoil J106. dmwin Mboii,
cHIeBlllasg 3a HUM, CKPeCTHB HOrW, Iaguia Mep, u 6enas
Ko’olIKa Aanoil KocHylach €€ lieku. O6 3toM IxuMm He
noayman. Moxer, ouu ynoswiu npussiB Jlioneir? Ho Bean
Jonm naBHBEIM-JAaBHO 3amepjkch B CBOEM mocieaHeM [o-
poae.

U B 3TOM ['Opoe HHUKOTO He OCTaNOCh, TOJILKO MallIMHbI H
po6oTtrl. HeyxXeH HeCKOJIBKO YeNloBeK, JaXe OAMH WIH ABa
ewmé XMUBYT TaM?

— OHo nociaso HaM MbICIb! — OTBeTWIA D Mai. —
A Bbl TOoBOpWIH, 4To JI1oaH GOSUTHCH MBICJIEHHOTO pa3roBopa.
OHHM TaKk HHKOIIA He aesayiu!

«3TO npaBaa, — 3agyMyuBo npobopmortan Tupo. — U Bl
YBEpPEHbI, YTO 3TO HE KO’OT?»

Jertu xuBHYaH. Kpuk Obu1 KAKMM-TO cTpaHHbIM. OH He
COCTOSUI H3 HACTOSIIMX CJIOB, KaK MBIC/Ib Ko’0oTa. OH nepeaa-
BaJI TOJIBKO YyBCTBa — 6GOJIM M cTpaxa.

«He MalmmHa, — ckazan Muya. — MBI He 3HaeM MalliMH,
KOTOpble MOI/IM OBl Tak nepegaBaTh 4YyBcTBa. Ho Torma uro
Xe 3T0?»

Onnu M3 npUnoaHsiach Ha KOJICHSIX.

— MBI J0JDXHBI NOWTH Tyaa ¥ nocMoTpeTh! TaM nmpoucxo-
JIUT YTO-TO IUIOXO€, M, MOXET ObITb, MbI CMOXEM IOMOYb.
Ecnu B3STh OQHY U3 JIOAOK... — A€BOYKA YKa3ajia Ha Mpuya,
rie Ha Bole eul€ JepXaluch IBe JIOOKH.

JixuM 3aép3an. KoHeyHO, OH ToXe YyBCTBOBAJI TpPEBOIY,
HO MNpeaBHIes, KaKue TPYAHOCTH HMX XAYT. [laxe eciu oaHa
M3 JIONOK €elll€é Ha TUIaBYy, KAK OHHU 3aCTaBAT €€ ABUraThca? OH
HHMYEro He 3HaeT O JIOAKAX.

A ecJIM TaM HX YTO-TO XIET?.. Y Hero HeT HH ITHCTOJIETA,
HM Jpyroro opyxmus. Bo3Bpauatscsi nymo.

A M»aii cxBaTWwia ero 3a pykKy.

— Ilouwtn nmocMoTpuM Ha noaku! Mbl JODKHBI Bep-
HYTbCS... :

— Xopouio.

BMecTe ¢ K0’0TaMM OHHM NMPHIUIM Ha npuyan. Becero agech
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6p10 ceMb Kopabieil. /IBa Bansuiuch Ha Oepery, HOChl HX
3apBUIMCh B 3eMJIIO, NMpoOuB ri1yookue pBbl. [dpyrue Tpu
9acCTUYHO 3aTOHY/IH, CKPbUIMCb MNMOA BOAOH, MU Had HHUMH
IUIECKAJIMCh BOJIHBI.

JXuM ocTopoxHo cTynmua Ha mpuyai. Tor Obu1 Kak 6yaro
cesiaH U3 TOTo Xe MeTajUla, YTO M BaroHbl, pebchl U BooOLle
Bcé B I'opone. Koe-rae BUAHETUCH NsATHA, ¥ JIXXHM cTapacs
u3berath HX, 60sCh, YTO pXkaBuYMHa ocjlabusa MOBEPXHOCTb.

JlBe noaKM, NMoka elné AepXaBlIHecs Ha BoJ€, CTOSUIH IO
o0e cTopoHbl npuyasa. OgHa MOrpy3wiach B BOAy 3aMETHO
cwibHee. JleTH, 3amIsiHYB BHYTPb, YBHIEJH, 4YTO BHYTPH
cTouT Boaa. CIHIIKOM PMCKOBaHHO ObUIO Obl MONTH HA HENA.

Muya npolén K Apyroi JIOOKe W MBICJIbIO NTO3BaJl OCTAIb-
HBIX.

«3T1a KakK 6yaTo cBobogHa ot Boabl. U y He€ ecTb pyuyHoe
yTipaBlieHHe, KaK y (JacpoB».

OH okasajyica npas. Jlonka 6b1a MEeHbLUE APYTHX, H BOIBI
B Hel oka3zajloch coBceM HeMHoro. [lepenHiolo yacTb 3aHHU-
MaJIM cuieHMs], KakK Ha ¢naepe. Ho 3nech oHU ObUTH GonbliIue
M NpefHa3Ha4YyeHbl, HeCOMHeHHo, Wi Jlionei. [lepen neBbiM
CHACHHEM pacroJilarajIiCh TNPHOOpPBI YTIpaBJIeHMs, KaK BO
dnaepe.

JIxxuM, a Bcrien 3a HUM DUt Mbaii 3arnsgHynIM B pyoKy. 3a
CHICHUSMH OCTaBaJIOCh 0OJIBLIOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, KAK B Ipy-
30BHKe. O4yeBHIHO, UcYe3HYBLIHE JII0QH YTO-TO NEPEBO3WIU
B TaKHX JIOOKAX.

Hetu, pacrui€ckuBasi MyTHYI0 BoAy, npobpajiucek K cuae-
HusAM. JIXUM cen B JieBoe.

— CMoxellb BecTH €€? — cnpocwia S Maii.

— He 3Haio.

Ocranocs M y JoakKH ropipoyee? MoxHo Obulo nonpo6o-
BaTh. HeMHOro no6auBasich, MaIb4MK HaKIIOHWICS BIEpEN H
MOBEPHYJI PYUKY, KOTOpPO# Ha ¢naepe BKIIOYaeTCs ABUraTeb.
Pyuky 3aeno, Tak 4YTO €My MNpPHMUUIOCH MOBOPAYMBaTh €€
00eMMM pyKaMHM M MOCTENEHHO.

JloBOJIBHO AOJMTO HMYEro He mpoucxoawno, ¥ Jxum noa-
yMaJ, 4yTo, NoJOOHO CBOMM CO3[aTe/IsIM, MOTOP JIOAKH MEPTB.

[ToToM nocasnuancs Kauuvisiolyit 3syK. Jlogka B3AporHy-
na ¥ oxuna. OrTpesmnsiomias Mbicib 3acTaBuia JIxuma
3aKonebaTocs. A 4TO, €C/IM JBHMraTellb OCTAHOBHMTCS Ha MOJ-

135



myTH K ocTtpoBy? JIXuMM HEMHOIO yMeeT IUIaBaTh, HO OH
COMHeBaJIC, YTOObl yMena i Mai.

Ho ecnu y Hero v ObUIM COMHEHHs, Dutd M3l MX He
pasgensuia. OHa yXe MBICJIEHHO TONpPOCHIa KO'OTOB OTAaTh
KoHUubl. U mpexne 4yem JIXuM ycnen BO3pa3uTh, JIOOKA
3aKayajachb Ha BOJIHaX.

— BricTpeit! — npukaszana Amuiu Mait. — MbI 1OJDKHBI
MPUIVILITh TyAa M TIOMOYb...

— KoMy nomMous? — cnpocun Jdxum.

Teneps nogka myrana ero eui€ Gonpuie. OH NpoBepuI
npubopel, BMOJIHE MOXOXMHE Ha ynpabileHHe ¢iaepa, M
noayMai, 4Yto cyMmeeT BecTH e€. Ilo kpaiiHeii Mepe, OH
HalesUici Ha 3To.

— IloMoys TOMy cyuiecTBY! — AeBOYKA HCIBIThIBAIA
HeTeprnieHHe. Pykoil oHa MokKa3zaja Ha OCTpOB, KOTOpPBIH C
YPOBHSI MOpsl Ka3alicsi 6ecpOpMEeHHOH TEHbIO Ha BoJe.

JIxuM myboko B3OOXHY/NT M ABHHYJ JIoAKY. Tejo ero
OHEMEJIO, H MaJIbYUK CTapajcsl He AyMaThb O TOM, YTO IpoO-
M30MIET, €C/IM ABUTATENb JSHCTBUTEIbHO OCTAHOBUTCS H OHH
c Onnu Mbaii He cMOTyT BEpHYTbCsl Ha Geper.

BpeMsi OT BpeMEHHM MOTOp HayMHal KauwiaTb. M kaxnbiit
pa3 JIXuUM ObL1 yBepeH, YTO TOT COBCEM 3arJIOXHET. 3aTauB
IBIXaHHe, OH XIaJ, Koraa pabora Hanaautcsa. OHH IBUTATHCh
ropa3no MemjieHHee, 4yeM Bo ¢iaepe, a BOJIHBI AesajiM MyTh
eul€ TpyagHee.

JIXUM He XOoTeJ OIIAABIBATLCA M CMOTPETh Ha AANEKMit
6eper. Jloaka 1wna Brepén, HO OCTPOB, Ka3ajloCch, He NIPHOIH-
xaincsa. Ha ypoBHe Mopsi TyMaH oKa3zajicsl el€ rylue.

HeoxunanHo JIXWM MNOTepsi BCAKOE XeEJaHUWE BO3Bpa-
waTtbcsi. YT0-TO B HEM MOSIBWIOCH... YYBCTBO, YTO OH 00s13aH
NMpOoAOJDKATh...

A M3ii onsiTh 06XBaTHIA PYKAMM TOJIOBY, 3aXaJia YLIH.
N [IxuM ToxXe ynoBWwi 310. CnaGoe 4YyBCTBO, C KaXABIM
MTHOBEHHEM CTaHOBHBLIeecs cWibHee. He ctpax, Tonapko
6011b, yXacHasi 6ob!..

D Msii TUIOTHO 3aKphbula IJia3a.

— bricTpeit! — 3akpuyana oHa. — bBricTpeii!

Ho HeBo3MOXHO ObLIO YCKOPHTb NpOABIDKEHHE JIOAKH,
XOT OHHM NPOAOIXAIH NPUOIMXaTbcsl K ocTpoBy. U TyT
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XaJIOOHBIH KPHK NMpPEKPAaTWICH, OCTABUB CTPAHHYIO IMMYCTOTY H
THIIKHY B CO3HAHMH.

Oy Msii onyctHiia pyKH.

— OHo yMepno, — HErpoMKo cKa3aja oHa. — Mbl He
NOMOIVIH BOBpeMs, H TeNepb OHO yMepJo!

JIxuM Obu1 cormaceH ¢ Hew. Ho xorma oH nonpoGoBan
NepeKIIOYHTb PHOOPHI, HUYETO He Moay4yniock. Jloaka npo-
JoJDKajla MOTH BEpEN.

OHH yxe noOpaiuch A0 TymaHa. JIXXMM cpaxalics ¢ NnpH-
6opamu. Ecnu Tak Oyner npoaoynkaTbcsi, OHH MOTYT YIapHTbCA
000 yro-HMOYAL B TymMaHe. Ho Kak OH HU TAHYT M HH
MOBOpa4YHBajl, HHIEro He OTKIUKAIOCH.

— 51 He MOry OCTAaHOBHTbH €€!

O Msii KkuBHyna.

— Pa3Be Thl He YyBCcTByelllb? — CIPOCHMJIA OHa.

«Yro 4yBCcTBY10?» — MeJIbKHYJIA MepBasi MbIcab JIxkuMa.
Ho 1yt Xxe on noHsn. Ux nputaruBaer! U He To cyuuecTBo,
KOTOpoe 3Baji0 Ha MoMolllb, a 4YTo-To apyroe. He xmuBoe...
3T10... Het, oH He MOT OGBLACHHTD, YTO HX nputaruBaeT. Ho
3TO OYEHb CTPALIHO.

TyMaH TaK CrycTWICSl, YTO OHH HHYero He BHIENH 3a
npeaenaMu pyoku. OH ObU1 I'YCTOM M BJIAXHBIM, KAK HacCTOS -
WM Joxab. D Mai noBoawia pykod nepen JMLOM, HO
pa3orHaTh TyMaH H XOTb 4YTO-HMOYAb YBHUOETh TaK M He
cMoria.

S'm MECTO 0Ka3aJloCh J]aXe cTpalllHee MomyanuBoro [opo-

. O Topoage OHM XOTb HEMHOIO CJIbllIAJIH, a 00 3TOM
ocrpone He 3HamM Huuero. To, ytO MPUTATHBANIO X, —
MepPTBO, U DJUTH M3¥ cTano cTpauiHo. Koltza kro-to 3BaJl,
OHa XoTeJia TOJMbKO NpUHTH U noMoyb. Ho Teneps... JleBouka
B3su1a JIxuMa 3a pyKy M Kpenko cxaina. [xuM, HaBepHoe,
YYBCTBYET TO XE CaMoe.

Jlonka nouuia MemsieHHee. JIXKMM H He MbITAICA YNIPaBRIsTh
e10. XOTs JBUraTejib CTHX, OHHM NPOJOJDKAJIH IBUIaThCcs BIie-
pén.

Ckopo Bnepead YTO-TO NoKazanoch. OHH Bbexajd Nox
KaKylo-TO Kpbillly, HO IIPOJOJIKaIH ABMUrathcs. TyMaH crai
pexe. JleTH yBUIEeNH TEMHBIE CTEHDI, CJIOBHO CJIOXEHHBIE M3
IIaIKOTO KaMHS.

O Mbaii B3gporayia.
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— Y10 310? — CIIpOCH/Ia OHA JPOXAlLIHUM IOJIOCOM.

— He 3Halo, — otBetmn JIxuM. — TyT yXacHo TeMHO.

Kyna onu Hampapasiorcs? M 4rO0 OBHXKET MX, TEMNeEpb,
Koraa MoTop cThx?

Bnepenu nokasancsi cBeT. Jlonka MemeHHO MpUOIIIKa-
JIach K HeMy, TIOKa He 0Ka3a/1ach MEXAY ABYMS BLICTYTIAIOLIMMH
KaMeHHBIMH cTeHKaMH. U ocTaHOBIWIAach OHa TaKk HEOXHAAH-
HO, 4TO JAeTeil cOpocwIo ¢ CHAEHHIA.

ITo oGe CTOPOHBI BHAHEJHUCH €LIE TaKHE Xe& y3KHME Ipo-
CTPaHCTBa MeXIy CTeHKaMH. B IBYX MX HUX CTOSUIM JIOOKH.
O6e nycTele. JIXUM MocMOTpea Ha D Maii.

— IIpubsmH, — cka3zan oH. — Tonbko kyna?

— S Tak aymalo, Ha OCTpOB MNOI IMY3bIpEM, — OTBETWIIA
neBouyka. OHa omsiAbIBajlack. — TOJIBKO... TYT HUKOTO HET.
Kyna... Kyna noaeBajioCh TO CyUIECTBO?

JIXXUM HCTIBITBIBAJI OOJIETYEHHE OT TOrO, YTO MX HHKTO He
BcTpeTiil. OHM cyMelau mpoOpaThcs Tnoa Kymoia. Moxer,
Temnepb Jydlle BepHYTbcsl. OH KOCHYJICSI NPHOOPOB: HUKAKOTO
pe3yJbTaTa.

— Moxer, nocmMoTpuM? — cnpocuna i Mai. —
MoOXeT... OHO He MEPTBO... TOJIbKO PaHEHO...

OHa ObU1a yBepeHa, YTO CYLUECTBO MEPTBO, HO CHIETb H
XOaTh HenpUATHOcTeH — DM M3 Tak He NpHUBBIKIA.
Bcerna nyyiie ot uM HaBcTpeuy. M HHoraa MoXHo mobe-
IUTb UX, €CIM MOMAELb BHEpEN.

— MoxeT ObITh... — HEOXOTHO cormacwics [IxuMm. D
Maii npaBa: NpocTo CHIOETh 3A€Ch M XIAaTh HUYETO XOPOLUETO
He pact. Xoten 6bl OH UMETb MUCTOJIET — BIIPOYEM, OH He

yMeeT CTpeisiTb, WIH MNajJKy, WIH KaMeHb — XOTb YTO-
HU6ynbs. OH ocMoTtpen noaky. Huvero.
— MMomnu! — Bmnmu Mbsii yxe BbiGMpanach Ha Oeper.

JxuM mocnenosasn 3a Heil. Brniepenu B cTeHe OTKpHIBAJICS
TyHHenb. Ecnu He cuuTaTh BOABI, €M0 OTBEPCTHE — EOMH-
CTBEHHBIH BBIXOJ OTCIOA.

Jetu He Toponmwinuchk. lInu MenneHHO, OCTOPOXHO Oc-
MaTpHBasCh, Ces 3a BCEM, TIe MOXHO CpsTaThcs. Tak OHH
H BOLIUTH B TyHHeMNb. [lo creHaM B HEM 1IUTH c1abo CBETSALIM-
ecsl IMHUH, KOTOpble BCE Xe NaBajiMi AOCTATOYHO CBETAa.
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CHayasa TYHHeNlb NOOHHMAJCS, TOTOM TOWEN POBHO.
Brniepenqy 3amepuan cBeT. JleTH 3aTOpPONMWIKCH Tyaa.

W BbIOpanuch B orpoMHOe NOMELICHHE, NOXOXee Ha Ie-
Hiepy. bonsuryio yacTs €€ noja 3aHMMal 6acceiH, Kak GyaTo
Hernybokuii. bacceiiH ObUT pasnenéH Ha YaCTH HEBHICOKMMH
CTEHKAaMH, MX NMOBEPXHOCTb YyTh BHICTyNajla Hax BOHOM.

B NpOTHBOMNONOXHONH CTeHe 3TOH OrpOMHON KOMHAThI
BHIHeJach Apyrasl YEpHas IbIpa B CTeHe, HO OHa TOJILKO YYTh
MOJHMMAJNIaCh HaJl MOBEPXHOCTBIO BOALL. A MO Kpalo Oacceii-
Ha, HeJaJIeKO OT JeTeH, YTO-TO ABHTAJOCH.

O Mbaii 3akpuyana. CylecTBo, MOXoXee OJHOBPEMEH -
HO Ha mnayka M Kpaba, Oosblioe, WENKass MOIIHBIMHU
YeJIOCTIMH, TIOTPY3WIOCh B BOAY H HamNpaBWIOCh MeEXIY
CTEHKaMH K ObIpe B NMPOTHBOTIONIOXHOM CTEHE.

A TaM, TIe OHO TOJBLKO YTO OBLIO, OCTAJIOCH YTO-TO
noxoxee Ha MJIMHHBIC JINCTbs, 3€JIEHbIE, C KOPHYHEBbIMH
nsaTHaMHu. U ToJICThIN cTebenb, CIOMaHHBIH WIH Tepepe3aH-
HbIMi Ha HECKOJIBKO KYcKoB. M M3 mope3oB BbITeKasa rycras
3eJIeHOBaTasi XHAKOCTD.

4. Mopckou cad

— Y10 310? — B Mb3ii cienana OCTOPOXHBIN 1nar,
MOTOM JAPYTOii, pa3smisiabiBasi pacTep3aHHble OCTaHKH, KOTO-
phl€ JIeXaJTH Ha KAMHE.

— Kakoe-To pacteHHe... — JIXUM cMoTpen Tyaa, roe B
BOJE HCYE3JI0 CYLIECTBO C KIeLIHAMH. OHO IBHMIajloch TakK
6picTpo. M1 OHO OYEHb He MOHPABHIOCH MAJIbYHKY.

O Msii npucena, pasrisabiBasi JUCTbS U CTeOeb.

— O#H, cmorpu! Buauiup... — AeBoYKa yKa3bpiBala Ha
60JIBLION JIHCT.

JxuM, npoaoyokasi MOCMaTPpUBAaTh Ha BOAY, MOAOILNEN OJIH-
xe. JIuCT nexan Ha KaMHe, H MO Kpaio ero LLUTH KAKUE-TO
wapuku. [Ipexne yeM XXMM cMoOr BO3pa3uTh, DKM M»s¥i
najnbleM KOCHYJNMAach OOHOro M3 Hux. lllapuk BhIKaTWICsS Ha
KaMeHb U yrnaj 6b1 B Boay, eciii 6b1 JIXKMM He OCTAHOBMJI €10
HOTOM.

Manpuuk nogo6pan wapukK. TSKENbIN, MPUMEPHO TaKOTo
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pa3Mepa, KaKMM MrpaloT B Kamywiku. 1 Metasnuyeckuii. Ho
YTO OH HeJjianl B JHUcTe?

— A Bor ewé — Buammb? — A Mbait nopbupana
IAapUKH, H HE TOJILKO C JUCTheB. OHH JIeXaIM U Ha KAMHE.
— Yr0 3710?

JIXXMM TnokKayaJl ToJIOBOM.

— He 3Ha10. Moxer, ny4ille X He TpOraThb, — OQHAKO CaM
OH He BBIMYCTWI TOT, YTO MNojoOpajs. 3T0 MecTo ropasao
HeoObryHee ['oponma. 'opoa m po6OTOB, OXpaHSBIIUX €r0, OH
nouuMan. Ho 3nech Takoe cTpaHHOE MeCTO — pa3opBaHHOE
pacteHMe M Kpab... Uto Bc€ 3TO 3HAYUT?

O M3, fepXa B pyke METAUIMYECKHE LIApHKH, BCTaja
M OCMOTpEJacCh.

— Yem 310 6BU10? — NOBTOPWIA OHA MOTYAJIMBBLIH BONPOC
Jxuma. — Kakoe cTpaHHOe MecTo. A KaK Thl JyMaellb, YTO
ITO?

H oHa yka3ana Ha cTeHy nepea HUMH. TaM B KaMeHb ObL1a
BIeJlaHa MeTaJUIM4ecKasl CeTKa, CJIOBHO OKOHHBbIM 3KpaH.
JIXUM nomolu€n K Heil nobnmxe. 3a Heil HUYEro He ObUIO
BHIHO, KPOME POBHOM IaAKOM TUIAaCTHUHBI.

O Maii B3aporsyna.

— MhHe 310 MecTo He HpaBuTcs. [louutn orciona, JIxum.

JleBodka nomanbuie ofolUIa CETKYy M HanmpaBWIach Ha3an,
K joake. Ho Tyt IXXxum 3aMeTHJI KOe-4TO €lllé — BOJIHEHHE B
BOI€ B ONHOM U3 yIIIyONIeHMH MeXIy CTeHKaMH.

— Mouwmu! — oH cxBaTui Bu Maii 3a pyky — Tam uro-
TO €CTb...

M He ogHo, moayMan oH. Ot M3if oTcTynwia Ha 1ar-
IBa, TIOTOM OCTAHOBWIACH, YITHPASICh.

— Cnywai! — cka3ana oHa.

— Yro caymars? — u TyT Xe xuMm mnoHs. He crnosa
BO3HUKAJIH B TOJIOBe, KaK NPH MBICIAX KO'OTOB, a CKOopee
YyBCTBa.

O M3i crosUia HeMmOABIXHO, TOBEPHYB TIOJIOBY Tak,
YTOOBI BHIETh HU3KOE OTBEPCTHE B NMPOTHBOMOJOXHOMH CTe-
He, B KOTOPOM IuUlecKasiach Boma. OHa mbITajlach YJIOBMTH
Mbicib. Ho 3TO ObUT He MBICIIEHHBIM pa3roBOp, KaK y He€ ¢
Mep.
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— Kro Th1? — OHa 3ajasa 3TOT BOMNPOC MBICJIEHHO H
BCJIyX, KaK OYATO 3BYKH 3lIeCh TOXE ObUIH BaXHBI.

— Cwmotpu! — JIxuM O€pHyn e€ 3a pyKy, 3aCTaBHB IOBEpP-
HYTb TOJIOBY.

Pemi€éTka Ha cTeHe Gosbllie He 6bLTa cepoif, KaK KaMEHb.
ITo npoBoaaM npoGexaiu HCKOPKH, H PELIETKA 3aCBETUIACD,
KaK BHYTPEHHSs ceTKa TocTepa.

JIXuM BBIMyCTHI pyKy D Mbait u momomén Ommke K
ceTKe, XOTS He coBceM Onmu3ko. CpeT, npoOGeraBluuii Mo
npoBoaaM, ucye3. CeTKa CHOBA cTasia cepoii M MEPTBOM.

— Kro 181? — nosropun JIxuM Bonpoc DIUTH.

M cHoBa no npoBojgaM npoGexand OroHbKH. i Maii
MOKa3aJIOCh, YTO OHA TOHSIA.

— 3T0 He MbICHL. 3TO Kak MalUIMHBI B TOpole, HYXHO
pa3roBapuBaTh BCHYX.

IIpoBoaa cHoBa MOTYCKHeNH. JIXXMM CMOTpeN Ha HHX.

— He Ha Bce cnoBa pearupyer, — 3aJyM4YMBO NPOTrOBOPHI
oH. — [loyemy?..

— MoxeT, Ha cJIoBa H MBICJIH BMeCTe, — TpeANoJoXHnia
O Mbaii. — S genana MMEHHO TaK, KOIJa OHAa OXWIAa B
NepBbIN pas.

— Ho Beabr Jliomn lopoma He roOBOpWJIM MEICIBIO, —
MeUJIEHHO cka3an JIxXuMm.

O Mbaii nepeBena B34 ¢ CETKHA Ha BoAy. TaM 4yTo-TO
weBenwiock. U — oHo 4ero-1o xoresio. OHO GbUIO HCNYTAHO,
HO LUIO K HUM, MIOTOMY YTO TO, YTO €My ObUIO HYXHO, —
oyeHb BaxXHo. Heobxonnmo!

— EMy HyXHBI MBL... — CKa3ana oHa. — Thl pa3Be He
YyBCTBYEIL?

JIXUM KMBHY.

— Ham nyyie yiitu. Bo3amMoxso, 3To JoBylIKa!

Bona Bmons omHoOW M3 CTeHOK 3aBojiHOBajiach. M3 Heé
noka3ajach BepXyllKa pacTeHus. JIucThbs, npuxkaThlie K cTe6-
7o, pacnpaBWIKCh, KAK TOJILKO OKA3aJIHCh B Bo3ayxe. PacTeHue
NMPOAOJDKAJIO NMPHONIMXKATLCA K JETIM.

OHO OBbUIO OYEeHb MOXOXE Ha TO, pa30pBaAHHOE HAa KYCKH,
HO ropa3fno 6ojbliie M ABUraloCh, CJIOBHO XHBOTHOE, a He
pacTeHHe C KOpDHSMH.
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O Mbaii cKIoHWIach K Kpalo OacceifHa. JIBa BepXHMX
JINCTA HA TOJICTOM CTeOJie MOBEPHYJMCh K He, KaK IVa3a.

— OHo 6ouTcs1! — HErpoMKo cKazana Jum Maii. — OHo
NMpMLUIO, HO 6ourcs!

JIXHM ToXe YyBCTBOBAaJ 3TOT cTpaX. TOT Xe cTpaxX, KOTo-
PHIii OLIYTHJI BO BpeMsl MOJIETA Hall OCTPOBOM IOJ KYTIOJIOM.
Ho pacTeHHe He MOXET HHM AyMaTb, HM YyBCTBOBaTb! YTO Xe
310?

Bepxyinka ¢ TMCTbSIMHM NIpHOM3WIach. PacTreHue e1ng Buile
MoaHsUIoCh Han Bopoii. Eciiu 661 oHO BhIOpasioch Ha Geper, To
oka3ayioch Obl Bbillle AETEH.

D Maii yBuaea Kpyrible, OXoXHe Ha BepEBKH OTpOC-
TKH, OTXOAMBLIHE OT CTeOJs HIKe LIMPOKHX JIUCTbEB. OTH
OTPOCTKH Pa3BOPAYMBAIMCH H NMPHKPEIUISUIMCh K CTEHE TOo.
BolOH. 3aKpenUBILINCh, OHH HATATHUBAINCH, U PaCTEHHUE NMOJ-
TSTMBaIO cebs Bnepen.

B caMOM pacTeHMH HHYETo CTpalIHOro He 6buU10. CTpaliHo
6bU10, YTO OHO 3HaIO O HHX. YTO OHO MPHULUIO IS BCTPEHH
¢ HUMH!

JleTH B3OPOTHYJHM OT WIENKAIOWMX 3BYKOB. OHM OIVIAHY-
JUCh. DKpaH CHOBa 3acBeTHJICS, HO Ha 3TOT pa3
HEepaBHOMEPHO, HEKOTOpLIE MPOBONOYKH CBETWINCH, APYTHE
HeET.

— PacTeHne — OHO mbITaeTcd roBOopHTh! — I Maii
MaxHyJIa B CTOPOHY 3KpaHa. — [IsITaeTCsl rOBOPHTb C HAMH C
MOMOLIBIO 3TOro!

— Ho MbI-TO ero He moHMMaeM, — JIXXHMM BCJIYLIMBAJICS B
LIENKAHbE U CMOTpeJ Ha pacTeHHMe. OHO pacKayHMBaJioCh U
pa3MaxuBaJi0 HIDKHHUMH JIHCTbSIMH TIOX ABYMSI BEPXHHMMH,
KOTOpbI€ OCTABAJIMCh HEMOABIDKHO OOpalllEHHBIMH K ACTIM.
Kak Hacrosiue masa.

ITo KxpOMKaM HMDKHMX JIMCTbEB BBICTYTNIAIM METAUTMYECKHUE
LIAPUKH, OHM SIPKO OJiecTe/M AaXe B TYCKJIOM CBeTe MNellephl.

— OHo 6ouTtcs... — D Mbaii onmycTunach, CBECHB HOTH
Hall BOJO#, U HAKJIOHWIACh, CTapasch NMOHATL. — OHO yXac-
Ho 6outcsa! Ho He Hac...

Jxum Toxe ynoua 31o. Kpa6el!.. OH MBICJIEHHO MpeacTa-
BHJI cebe Takoro Kpaba, CKOJIb3HYBIIETO B BOAY, H pacTeHHUe
3aapoxaino. JINCThS ero Hayanu pacKauHuBaThCA eLIE CHIbHEE.
BricTpee 3aIBHrajIiCh OTPOCTKH, C MOMOIIBIO KOTOPBIX OHO
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nepeasurajiock. Eciu 6b1 0 pacTeHMM MOXHO OBLIO CKa3aTh,
YTO OHO NMoGeXayio, TO MMEHHO 3TO OHO M NBITAJIOCH CIEaTh.

O Mait oTOABHHYNACh, TOTOMY YTO OTPOCTKH NMPHOIH-
3WIHCh K Heli. OHa yCTyTIIIa MM MeCTO, H OHH YLIEIWINCh 33
TOT KaMeHb, Ha KOTOPOM CHJeJia AeBOYKa, HANpANIMCh M
MOATALIIIN TOJICTBIN cTeGesib nobimxe.

C 6oBIIMM YCUIIHEM PACTEHHE BBITALWIO CBOIO BEPXHIO
yacTe. HikHsia ocraBanach B Boae, M XXMM NMpeanoioXui,
YTO TaM Xe HaXOASATCS U KOPHH.

PacTeHue cBeslo JIMCThs, MOTEPJIO MMM OpyT o apyra. U Ha
KaMeHb BBINAIM MeTaJUIMYEeCKHe lIapHKH, OoJblMe W Ma-
neHbkue. COpOCHB HMX, pacTeHHE TPHUTHYJIOCh, OYEBHIHO,
4Yero-To oXuaas.

— OHo xo4eT, YTOObBl MBI MX B3SUIH... — DM M3
noabupasna wapMku. — OHO NMPHUHEC]IO WX HaM...

JIxuM 6611 yBEpeH, YTo oHa npaBa. Ho TpyaHO NoBEpHTS,
yTo MeTayUl JIroasiM NMOCTaB/ISsUIM XOASYHE MBIC/ISALIME pacTe-
Husa. Kak oHu ero po6mBaor? Komaior moa Bomoi? OH
mokavana rojiopoii. HaifTu Obl KHUIY, JIEHTY WIH XOTb YTO-
HHMOYAB, YTO MOIJIO Obl OOBSACHHTS...

— Kak 611 51 XOTe/1a MOrOBOPHUTb C HUM IO-HACTOALIEMY...
— O Mb3ii cMoTpenia Ha pacTeHHE M TOBOPWIA MEMJIEHHO
M 3aIyMYHBO.

[IIénxanpe 3KpaHa cTajo rpoMye. PacTeHHe moKayHyJocCh,
€ro JIMCThbsl B3ALIMAJIMCH U onajaiu. DU Maii dyepe3 1uieyo
orsiHyJack Ha Jxuma.

— EMy 4TO-TO HYXHO... O4eHb HYXHO! A g He 3Halo, 4TO!
HyxHo y3HaTh! — OHa OoTOpPOCHMJIA LIADMKH U CXaJla PYKU B
KyJIaku. — MbI Jo/DKHBI y3HaTh, JxuM. 910 BaxHo! Moxer,
Mep cMorna Gbl.

JeBoYka 4yTh MOAHSUIA IOJIOBY, H Ha JIMLE €€ MOSIBWIOCH
3aMKHYTO€ BbIpaXeHHe. XXMM 3HaJl, YTO OHa IBITaeTcs
cBsi3aTbcd ¢ Mep. He camuikoM 1M BEIMKO pacCTOSIHHE
MeXIy ocTpoBoM M GeperoM? OH JOJKEH TOXE HOMBITaThCS
cBsizaTbhes ¢ Tupo. Beab 310 IU1aHeTa KO’OTOB, H €CJIH KTO-TO
3HaeT O BOAHBIX pacTeHMsIX, AAIOMIMX METaUl, TO cKopee
BCETO OHH.

JXuM 3aKpbUl Mia3a M HalueJun cBolo MbIcab. [IpeacraBus
cebe Tupo, MaIbYUK Hayal MBICJIEHHO FOBOPHTbD.

«Jla, neréHpmm? Y1o BBl HauUTH?»
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OtBeT cawilnanica cnabo, Ho Jxum npuobonpwicsa. OHU
He oTpe3aHHl oT Oepera. OH MonbITAICA KAK MOXHO YETYe
copMynHpoBaTh CBOE COOOLLUEHHME: UX NOSIBJIEHHE B NOMe-
LIEHUH ¢ GacceiHOM, NpPHXOJ PacTeHHs, KOTOpOEe NMPHHECIIO
B Jap METaJll.

OtBetr Tupo NpHIIEN ObLICTPLIH M YBEpEHHBIH:

«3T0 OYEHbL BAXHO, AETEHBILI-pOAHY. Thl CMOXELIb OT-
KJIIOYHTH CHJIy, KOTOpas He NAET HaM NpPOMTH Ha ocTpoB? Mul
JIOJKHBI MIOCMOTPETh CaMH...»

OT1xmounTsh city? MoxeT, OHM ¥ CMOIJIM Obl, KaK OTKIIIO-
YUIH 3Hepruio B ['opone. OH OTBETWI M OTKpLLI IJ1a3a — KakK
pa3 BoBpeMH.

— Cwmotpu! JIXuM, Hago ocTaHOBUTb UX! — Jiu Mba3i
3aKpuyana. PacteHune auko 3abmwnock. JIXUM 4yBCTBOBaJ €ro
cTpax ¥ 6osb. B Boae yTo-To ABMranock. KpaGsl BepHYIHCH!
OHM Hanaji Ha KOpDHH pacTeHMS.

JIXHUM CyIOpOXHO OIJIsiAe/csl B MOMCKAX OpyXHs. Y Hero
HeT naxe AyoumHkmu! Pacrenuwe népranocs, m dmuim Mb»i
NpOTsIHYy/la K HeMy pyKH. OTPOCTKM YXBAaTWIHCh 33 PyKM
neBoyk. OHa NMOTSAHY/NA, M pacTeHHe Ha4yalo MOAHHUMATbCS
u3 Boabl. [Toka3ayicsl TONCThIN KOpEeHb. A B HETO BUEMWIHCH
KpaObl, OHH pe3aliH ero.

JIXxuM npoTHCHyAcsa Mexay Imwim M3t u Oblowmmcs
pacTeHMEM M HayaJl NMUHATh Kpa6os. OOMH 3a OPYTMM OHHM
OTLEIUISUTHCH, @ PACTEHHE BCE BbIlLLE MOAHMMAIOCH U3 BOABI.
Ho HekoTopble Kpabbl Tenephb NMbITAINCh BLIOpaThcs M3 6ac-
ceifHa. /XXMM CHOBa HayaJl MHHATh HX, HO TYT MOYYBCTBOBAJ
ocTpyio 6onb. OnUH M3 KpaGoB YLIMITHYJI €ro NMpsSIMO CKBO3b
6oTHHOK. JIXXMM HACTYyNWI Ha Hero M Inpojosixaja OHTh HO-
TaMH.

Omnmu M3k kpuyana. E€ rosoc KakMM-TO HeOOGBIYHBIM
0o6pa3oM yCWIMBAJICS M 3aMOJIHSU1 BcE€ MoMellleHue. Bc€ 60b-
e KpaboB magano B BoAdy. [JDKMM MOHsUI, YTO 3TO HE H3-3a
ero ycumii. [llym? MoxeT, Hx ucryram Kpuku S Maiji?

Torma oH Toxe 3aBonwi. OT NPOM3BOAMMOIO MMH LIIyMa
3a6osnenu ym. 3ato KpabObl yxoawin. PacteHue Ha cBOHMX
OTPOCTKAaX HpUONIM3WIOCh K DM Mpaii, 1Ba ero BepXHHX
JIMCTa MOAHMMAJIUCh Hall TNOJIOBOM AEBOYKH.

— Wunaaaa! — D Mbaii He KpHyana, oHa opana. OHa,
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Kak ¥ /IxxuM, qoraganach o JeHCTBHUH 3ByKa. — Wuunaaaa! —
y He€ Jaxe ropiao 3aboneno.

Kpabsbl ucyesnu. TaM, roe oHM HamajajiM Ha pacTcHHe,
Tenepb TOJBLKO BOJHOBaIach Boaa. JXKMM MpoaoiKal KpH-
4YaThb, MOKA HE yOeqWICs, YTO Bce Kpabbl yLUIH.

— OHu 1o 1ebs He pobepyrcst! — ronoc Omwin Msi
npo3By4an coBceM Xxpuivio. OHa oOpalaiachk Hemnocpen-
CTBEHHO K pPacTeHHI0, KOTOpoe MEIEHHO pacHpsiMsUIo
ctebenb. Ho oTpocTKH no-npexHeMy MpoOYHO AepPXaTUCh 32
ZEBOYKY.

— OHHM ylILIM — Ha BpeMsl, — cka3an JIXuM, ¢ onackoii
nornsaabiBasg Ha Boay. OH He cCYMTa, YTO KpaObl TaK JIETKO
coanyTcsl MPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO HE JIIOOAT 1IyMm.

WU TyT oHM MONYyYWIH XYTKYI0 BCTpscKy. Kak 3ByK MX
COBMECTHOTO KpHMKa MOYTH OITYLIWI MaIbYMKa, TaK U TeHEpb
3TOT 3BYK NOTpAC Bcé ero Teyo. Kak OyaTo MX 3aKII0OYWIHM B
OrpPOMHYIO KJIETKY H HadaiH TpsicTM. OH Jaxe BBITSHYJ PYKH,
MBITasICb COXPAaHUTb PaBHOBECHE.

Pactenne BeimycTwio Dy Maii. KopHu ero cHoBa yuutu
B Boay. Ho et Gonblie He YyBCTBOBaIM ero crpax. Ouryia-
JIOCh HEYTO JIpyroe — Xopollee YYBCTBO, CJIOBHO Gosblue
GOSITBCS Heyero.

TpsAcka npojoiixanach, XOTS Ha CaMOM Jejle OHH He
TpsAcauck. [TpocTo Tak Ka3anoch, OLIylLIeHHE PacHpOCTPaHsI-
JIOCh MO TeNy Yepe3d Horu. JIxuM 3akpbul mia3za. Ero ciosHo
6pocajio U3 CTODOHBI B CTOPOHY, KaK B JIOAKe.

— Yt0... YyTO... — YyCABILIAT OH Bompoc DM M3it u
OTKpBUI IJ1a3a.

E€ orpoMHble I71a3a yIUBIEHHO CMOTPEJH Ha HeEro.

— Bcé Tpsacercs...

JIXXUM BBICKa3asl JOTraJKy.

— Het, MBI TONBKO TaK YYBCTByeM. OTO BHMOpaius B
KaMHe, — ¥ OH TOMHYJ HOTO#H Mo MoJy.

Owyienne 6picTpo npoxonuno. Pactenue croano Ha Ge-
pery, ONyCTMB HIXKHIOIO 4YacTb B Boay. OHO Oonblue He
PACNpOCTPaHsUIO YYBCTBO CTpaxa WM onacHOocTH. UTo O6b1 HH
CIy4YWIoCh, KpaboB OHH OTOTHaJHM, IycTb Ha Bpems. Ho
HYXHO YTO-TO CIeNaTh, MpeXIe YeM KpaObl BepHYTCs.

B Msii fymana.
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— Ham HyxHa Mep, — TBEpAO 3asBWIa OHa. — Mep u
Tupo u, moxer 6piTh, Muya. HyxHo HailiTH crnocob mocra-
BUTb MX ciofa. Tak cka3zana Mep.

— Tupo Toxe. HyxkHO mocMoTpeTh, YTO MBI MOXEM
caenatb. Ho Kak Xxe oHo? Kak MBI ero 3aech oCTaBUM, Bedb
Kpabbl BepHyTcsl B 11060 MOMEHT, — MaJbYHK yKa3ajl Ha
pacTeHHue.

— Ceityac oHO He Ooutca. MoxeT, KpaObl BepHYTCS He
CKOpO. A Mbl MOTOPONUMCS... — DJUIM M3ii yXe Hanpagisi-
Jlach K TYHHeEMO.

5. Taina xynoaa

Jlonka mo-npexHeMy cTosla Ha MecTe. Ilo3zanu octancs
TYHHE/b, KOTOpPBIIi BENET B MOPCKOW cal, Trae U3 BOMIbI
BuIXoAAT pacteHus1. Kyaa xe getu noiiayt orciona? JIXuM u
O M3ii He BHAENH APYroro BbIXOAAa, HO OLUTH YBEpeHHI,
YTO OH CYILECTBYET.

OHH OCTOPOXHO TOLUTH BAOJb CTeHbI. DM M3ii Hanps-
XEHHO AyMana. Otciona no/mKeH 6uTh Boixon. Ho neBouxa He
BUIEJIAa HUKAKMX OTBEPCTHIA.

JIxuM 3acTbul Ha MecTe. MelleHHO MOBOpaYHBasi roJIOBY,
OH pas3misaabiBajl CTeHY. DM M»3i mpoBena najisLiaMH 1o
BJIAXXHOMH NOBEPXHOCTH.

— 3aech OOMKEeH ObITh BHIXOM.

— Koneuno. Ho roe on?

Heoxunanno Jutu Maii 3akprina rasa. Jlionu F'opona He
MONMb30BAIUCh MBICJIEHHBIM pPa3roBOpOM KO’OTOB, OHH €ro
HEHaBUIEIH U Gosmich. OHM NMONB30BATHCH KHOMKAMM, PbI-
yaraMM — Y 3ByKaMH! 3BYKHM 3acTaB/IsUIH paboTaTh MalllMHBI
B Iopone. 1 TOT mpoBOJIOYHBII 3KpaH OXWI, KOIda OHH
OQHOBPEMEHHO AYMAJH M roBopwiH. [leBouka npoBesa S3bI-
KOM IO BepxHei rybe.

— MoxeT, Hano MolIyMeTb, — TMPEATNOJOXHIA OHA.

IxuM paccmesuics.

— Kak Anmn ba6a?

O M3# noBepHysa K HEMY TIOJIOBY.

— A 3710 KTO?

— IlapeHb u3 BomeOGHO# cka3ku. OH HalI€N meluepy,
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MOJIHYIO COKPOBHLI, CMIPTAHHBbIX pa3boitHukamu. Ho nBepn
OTKpBIBaJIach, TOJBKO ec/IM cKaxelb «Ce3aM, oTKpoiicsi». OH
CTIIpSITAJICI M MNOACHylIal, KaK 3TO cKa3al pa3boiHHK, a
notoM Boiué€n caM. Ho yro HaM 3mech cka3ats? U 3a MWLUIH-
OH MWUIMOHOB JIET Mbl He HalIEM HyXHbIe cJjioBa!

Ho 1yT, K ero yaumieHuio, DM Mpaii nmocMoTpena Ha
CTEeHY U BHOJIHE CEpPbE3HO CKa3alla:

— Ce3saM, oTkpoiics!

— Dii, 3TO Benb cka3ka! — 3acMmesuics JIxuM. — Tyt He
NoAENCTBYeET.

OHa noxaJia Iuie4yamH.

— Moxert, u HeT. Ho HHKakoro Bpeaa HeT, €CJIH NOMpo-
6oBatb. Beab 4T0-TO MODKHO O6BITL. Hamo mpocTo moMckaTh.

— Mpbl MOXeM HCKaTh M HCKATb M HHUKOTrIa He HaiaEM
HYXHble c/loBa. Mbl BooOlile He 3HaeM, KaK FOBOPWIH 3TH
Jhonu.

DM M3aii ynpsiMo cTosla Y CTEHBI.

— Hapo nonpo6oBarb, — mnobropwia oHa. M Havana
BBIKPHKHBaTbh OeccMbICIeHHbIE 3BYKH, Kak B ['oponme, Korna
MbITAIACh OXWUBHTb MALIIMHBI.

CreHa ocTaBajlach NpexHeii, 6e3 BCIKHUX NMPH3HAKOB Bbl-
Xoza.

— becnone3sHo, ropopio Tebe! — B3opBaicsa JIxum.— Mbl
HHUKOra He HalWI€M HyXHbIi 3ByK! faaaa! — yToOBI MOKA3aTh
eil, OH MOBEPHYJICA K CTEHE H 3aBOMMHJ M30 BCEX CHIL.

— CwmotpH!

TaM, rae ToJbKO YTO ObUI LIEJIbHBIII KaMeHb, MOSIBUWIACh
TEMHasl TpelLIHHa.

— IloBTOpH-Ka cHOBA! — mpuKa3zaia D Mbaii.

H3psigHo ynuBn€HHbIH, XXMM Habpan mnosHble JETKHE
BO3AyXa M 3aKpu4yal cHoBa. Ho HMyYero He mpomusouwuio.

— 5 xe Tebe roBopuIL...

— Tul nenan HenpaBWIbHO, — OTBeTWIA oHa.— Chenait
CHOBa, MNocTapaiicsi KpUKHYTb NMO-ApyTOMY.

JIXUM HUKaK He MOT BCTIOMHHUTb, YTO OH NMPOBONHJI BHa-
yajse. Ho nocnyiuiHo 3akpuyan B TpeTHH pas.

— Buanwp? — 3w Msii 3anpeiraia.

Iens pacumpunace. IlosBWics y3kuii mnpoxon, uyepes
KOTOPBI OHM CMOTYT NMPONTH TOJBKO OGOKOM M NPOTHCKUBA-
sicb. Ho uatu tyma... [IxuM npeacraBun cebe, Kak Luelb
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CHOBA 3aKpoeTcs, KaK 3aKphIBaloTcs ABepH B [opone, ecinu Mx
He 3aKIMHHUTh. EMy BoBce He xoTesoch, YTOObI CTeHa pa3na-
BWIa ero, Koraa oH 6yaeT mpoTHCKHMBATbLCS.

OH GeroM BepHyJcsi K noake. TaM He HalUlOCh HUYETO,
YyeM MOXHO ObUTo OBl 3aKIMHMTBL ABEpb. B Apyroit noagke
oOKa3ajach OoJibliasi rpyga MeTAUTMYECKMX 1LIAPUKOB, TaKUX
Xe, KaK NpUHeCEHHbIe pacTeHueM. [IxxuM Habpan ux B obe
pyku. Ho oHu Tyr Xe ykararcsa. Jlpepb OoTOpocHT HX M
3akpoercsi. Kak Obl BLICOKO OH MX HM HarpoMo3awl, 3TO He
NoAeHCTBYET.

Omnu Mbaii ynoBwia ero Mpiciib. OHM HEe N'OBOPWIHM APYT C
JPYTOM MBICJIEHHO, KaK C KO’OTaMHM, HO HHOrAa MOIJIH MOoM-
MaTb MBICAb ApYT apyra. JleBouka mogouUia K Joake H
nonpo6oBajia CHATh NMOAYLIKY C CHIACHH.

IMonyiika cHsanack aerko, U A Maii mepeHecna e€ K
rpyae mapukoB. OHH BMecTe pa30opBajiM NMOKPBHITHE B YLy
MOoAYWKH (OHO, NOJDKHO OBITb, HEMHOIO MPOTHWIO B JIOOKE)
M 3a0MIH €€ MOoJIOCTh METAUTHYECKMMH lapukaMu. Tenepp
TSXENas, MOJIHAsI MeTa/Ula MOAYLIKA CMOXET YAepXaTh ABEPb.

OHHM aKKypaTHO YJIOXWIH €€ B 1ie/b, U JIXXHUM NpOTHCHYII-
cs nepBbIM. TaM OKa3aJloch TEMHO, HO NMPOCTOPHO, CTOWIO
MpPOMTH 4YyTh Jajblie 3a cTeHy. JDKMM MOTSHYJICA Ha3al U
B3si1 O Mbaji 3a pyky.

ITo-npexHeMy AepXach 3a pyKH, OHM NaJbLAMH Haulyma-
JIM TIPOTHBOMNOJIOXHYIO CTeHYy. U OCTOpOXHO ABMHYIHCH B
r1yOob Mpoxoda, 4YacTO ONISIABIBASICH Ha Y3KYl0 WIejib, Yepe3
KOTOPYIO BOLIUTH.

— Vxxx! — 3 Mbaii cnoTKkHynach M BBITYCTWIA PYKY
Jxuma. — Tyt crynedsku, uayt BBepx. Hago passenats.

OHM Ha YeTBEpPEeHBbKAX IMOMOJI3JIM MO JIeCTHHLE, KaK H
npeayioxuia 3w Maii, HaluynbsiBas O4epeIHYIO CTYTIEHLKY.
M HakoHel oka3ajiMchb B MecTe, Ile CTYNIEHbKM KOHYWIHCH.
JXHUM OCTOPOXHO BCTaJl U NMOHUCKaN pyKoH creHy. Caenan
Briepél Luar, Opyrou...

IMocabnuancs kakoi-to ckpun. [lepen HUMH OTKphbUIaCch
ell€ oHa ABEpPb U CTAIO CBETJIO.

— HMouwmn! — JI>KuM cxXxBaTHI A€BOYKY U MMOTALWI K CBETY.
MoxeT, clieqoBaJlo HATH OCTOPOXHEH, HO, NPOOLIB KAKOE-TO
BpeMsl B TEMHOTE, OH OYeHb XOTeJl CHOBAa BHIETh.

OHH oKa3alucCh B GOJIbLION KOMHAaTe ¢ MalIMHAMH, MOXO-
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XMMH Ha SIIIMKH, KaK ¥ B ['opoae, paccTaBneHHBIMH 1O BCEM
cropoHaM. [IxxuM 6nU1 yBepeH, YTO H paGoTalOT OHHM TaK Xe.
B caMoli cepeqMHe KOMHAThl NOA CBHCAaBLIMMH C IOTOJIKA
NaMIlaM# CTOsUI NPAMOYTOJbHBIM OJIOK ¢ IUIOCKOH IoBep-
XHOCTBIO, KOTOpHIi MOTI MCNOJIb30BaThCsl KakK cTol. Ha HéEM
BaJisUIach TpyJa KYGHMKOB 4yTh Gojbliie NanoHu JIxuMa.

OnHa rpaHb KaXIoro KyoMka ObUla OKpallleHa — 3eJI€Has,
X€nTasi, CHHSIsI, JBe KPacHBIX M YEpPHasi. 3a CTOJIOM CTOSUIO
LIMPOKOE Kpecsio, B HEM BIOJIHE MOIJIM CECTb PSAOM TpH-
yetnipe IxuMa win D Moaii.

CreHbl ObUTM Mpo3padyHble, H 32 HUMH KIYOWICS TYMaH,
OKpPYXaBUIMH KYTIOJ.

— Kakasg 6onbuias xoMHara! — Ot Maii nocMoTtpena B
ONWH KOHell, B napyroih.— Kak Mbl HaWOEM, 4YTO HYXHO
OTKMIOYUTL? 3TO He GoJIBHO-TO MoxoxXe Ha [opon.

B I'opone uM nomor wiap, B3aTeIi ¢ paurrepa. OH NpUBEN
MX NPSMO K IVIABHOMY HMCTOYHMKY 3HepruM. Tam Ommm Maii
Xpabpo pa30mia GONbLIMIA 1ap, OTKIIOYHB SHEPTHIO M OCTa-
HOBHMB BCeX poOOTOB. 31eCch Xe Yy HMX He ObUIO OTHEHHOIO
11apa, 1 HH4Yero He NMOKA3bIBAJIO, IIe MM IEHCTBOBATD.

— BoT TyT... — JIXHM yKa3an Ha CTOJl — OHH, HOJDKHO
ObITb, cHIenu. JIlonu, KoTopeie BceM YTIPaBIISUIM.

— MHe kaxeTcsi, Ha MALLIKUHY He TIOXOXE, — C COMHEHHEM
3aMeTWwIa D Msii.

— 3710 He MalIMHa, — nosicHui JIxum. — I[Ipoctro MecTo,
rie OHHM CHOEJH, €CJIM BCE LIUI0 HOPMAJIbHO... — OH MaxyJ B
CTOPOHY SILIMKOB BAOJb CTEH.

B GonblIoi KOMHaTe cTosUila MOJIHasi THLIMHA. Bcé€ Gbuto
BMIHO, M HHKaKux po6oroB. Ho [IXumMmy Bcé paBHO He
XoTesnoch MATH Aaubuie. Ecam 310 MecTo Mrpalo BaxHylo
ponb y Jlioneit — a MabYUK ObLT yBEpEH, YTO TAK OHO H €CTb,
— TO 34echb JOJDKHBI CYLIECTBOBATH JIOBYLIKH, KOTOpPhIE OHH
Jaxe npeacTaBUTh cebe He MoryT. [loka He nmonaayTcs B HHX.

— S nodiny ¢ 3T0# crOpoHB, — DM M»3i mokasana
BJIEBO, — a Thl ¢ TOH. Ecnyu yBHAMM YTO-HUOYQb, KPHKHEM...
nagHo?

— MBI gaxe He 3HaeM, 4Yero HCKaTb, — MEJICHHO OTBETUI
IxuMm. Ho oH yxe npoGHpaics BIOJMb CBOEH CTOPOHBI KYTO-
7000pa3sHON KOMHATBHI.

BoJIBLUIMHCTBO SLIMKOB BHIISAEIH COBEPILICHHO OIHHAKO-
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Bo. OH peunwi, 4To 3TO KakMe-To KoMmblotepbl. Ho OHH Bce
ObUH OTKMOYeHbl. C Ipyroro Kpassi KOMHATbl JOHOCWICS
ronoc M Ms3ii, oHa mbITanack neTh, TOBOPUTh, KPHYATh.
HeoxunanHo JIXuM chaaics U HampaBWICS K LEHTpy. TaM,
OH OBLI yBEPEH B 3TOM, HaXOAMWIOCh CAaMO€ IJIABHOE MECTO.

OH B3BeCW! B pyKe KyOMKH C OKpalllEeHHBIMH TPaHSIMH.
Ecnu He cuMTaTh LBETHLIX MOJIOCOK, OHH ObLUTH LIEJTUKOM
cepble. BHayasle MaJIbYMK pEeLIWI, YTO 3TO KAKME-TO SALIMYKH.
OnHako OH He CMOT HaiTHM HM ONHOM 3aLeNKH — HX HEeBO3-
MOXHO OBUIO OTKPBITb.

U 1yT npssMo nepen cuaeHHeM B cTojie JIXXUM OOHapyXun
OTBEPCTHE, KOTOPOE CTAJIO BUIHO, TOJIBKO KOTAa OH MOJOLIEN
coBceM OM3k0. OH B3sJ1 KYOMK M TIPWIOXMI K OTBEPCTHIO.
TouHoe coBnaaeHHe. DTH KyOMKM HaBEpHSIKA JOJDKHBI BCTaB-
NATbCSl MMEHHO ciofa. Ho ecnu oH BcTaBUT Takoi KyOMK, 4TO
npou3onaer? ManpYHMK BBITEP BCIIOTEBLUIME PYKH O CBOM
NMyLKCTBIN KOCTIOM. EciM OH BBIGEpeT He TOT KyOMK, BOPYT
YTO-TO B3OPBETCS, WIH BOMAET pobOT, HIM OHM ¢ D Mai
OKaxyTcsl B KJIeTKe, KaK KOo’oThl B ctapoM [opone?

— Tw1 yTOo 3TO0 3mech Aenaemn? — Dmau Maii ocTaBuia
Oecnojie3Hble MOMNBITKA pa30oyauTh MALIHHBI.

— 31 wtykHn, — JIXuM yKa3zan Ha KyOukM. — Buauiub
orBepcTHe? OHM JOJDKHBI BCTABIATLCH TYIA.

— HHTepecHo, 3aueM? A eclM BCTaBHUTh... — DJUIH Mb3ii
MPOTAHYNA PYKy, HO JIXXKHMM TOPOIUIMBO MepexBaTHI €€.

— M1 Xe He 3HaeM, YTO NPOM3OMAET.

— Hy, a ecnu He nonpobyeM, To HUKOIIa H He y3HaeM.
M3l gaXe He 3HaeM, CMOXEM JIH BLIOpaThCs oTciona. Moxer,
Jonka He noMue€r obpaTtHo.Thl 06 3TOM NMomyman?

JXuM-To aAyMan o6 3TOM M IO CHX TOpP CTapajicsl OTOBH-
HYTb 3Ty HETIPHUSITHYIO MbICIb nopanbie. He xoren o Heit
TIOMHHUTb.

— Mox#o cnpocutbh Mep... — Bun M3ii 3aKkpsUia Iasa,
Ha JiMLe e€ MOSBWIOCh CTPaHHOe BbhlpaXeHHe. OHa MbITalach
CBA3aThCs C KO’OLIKOW Ha Gepery.

Mep Moxer He 3HaTh. A Tupo? Tupo crapuie Mep, oH
ropasfio aoJblie 6pU1 pazBequMKoM. IXKUM TnipencTaBui cebe
60JB1IOT0 YEPHOTO KO’0Ta, CBOETO ApYyTa.

«4YTto BBl HAaUUIM?» — SICHO YCJbILIAJ OH MBICIb THpo.

JIxuM KaK MOXHO TLUaTellbHee NOCTapalicsl MpeACTaBHTh
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KOMHATy, 0COOEHHO CTOJI C OTBepCcTHEM M KyOukamu. OH He
ObL1 YBepeH, YTo THPO CMOXET MOMOYb. XOTSI KO’OTbl MNOJIb-
3yl0Tcsi MHOTMMHM MaurnHamMu Jlioneil, OHH He TOHHMAIOT
MallMHBI B ['opone, He MOWMYT M 3TH.

« pacckaxy Mwuye, — nocasiaicid orBer Tupo.— OH
0oJiblIe MeHs1 3HaeT o MalMHax Jliopei».

JIXUM cen 3a CTOJN, M YyTb NMOroAsA K HEMY NMPHCOEIHHH-
Jach D Mbaii.

— Mep He 3HaeT, — coobunna oHa. — OHa Xouer
cnpocuth Muya.

— THpo ToXe TaK OTBETHII.

— OTH 1BeTa JOJDKHBI 03HA4YaTh YTO-TO BaXHOE, — DJUIH
Mb5ii nocTtaBuwia KyOMKH B psii. BbiOpaB KpacHbI# M 3€JIEHBIN,
OHa NOCTaBWIA UX PSAAOM. — Y Hac AoMa BOT 3TO 3HA4YHT, YTO
MOXHO MIATHM, — OHa YyKa3aTeJbHbIM TNajblieM TOJKHYJa
3eJIEHbIA KyOMK, — a KOorga Heb3si MOATH — 3T0, — H
MOCTYy4Yajla MO0 KpaCHOMY.

— KpacHoe 03HayaeT OnacHOCTb — BOT YTO 3TO 3HAYMT,
— JIxumM xuBHYN. — U 4€pHOE, — OH yKa3asl Ha eJMHCTBEH-
HBIM KyOMK C TaKMM LIBETOM, — TOX€, JOJDKHO ObITh, YTO-TO
wioxoe. Ho Mbl He MoxeM ObITb yBepeHbl, Dmiu Mb3i.
MoxeT, Ha 3Toil IUIaHEeTe 3eJIEHOE O3Ha4yaeT IUIoXoe, a
KpacHoe — Xopolllee.

— A 310 yT0? — BT MB3Ji HaKIOHWIAch Hall CTOJIOM.
YKa3zaTenbHbIM NIbLIEM OHa NMPOBeEJa JIMHUIO, H [DKUM TOJNb-
KO TOrAa yBHIEJ, Ha YTO OHAa NMOKAa3bIBaeT.

YacTh NMOBEpPXHOCTH CTOJIa NMpEACTaBRIsIa co00i ropasno
Gonplnii kBaapaT. OH GBUT TOTO Xe€ L[BETa, YTO M CTOJICLIHM-
11a, ¥ ero TpyaAHO OBbUIO pa3rianeTh, €C/IH, KaK UM M3, He
MPOBECTH MO €ro rpaHMIaM C 4eThIpEX cTOpoH. [IXXHM Toxe
MpOBEN NajiblieM MO ero nmoBepXHOcTH. [nagko. INoxoxe Ha
CTeKIIO.

O Maii noneiTasiack NPOCYHYTh HOITH B 1lIEJIb.

— He noxoxe Ha KpblIllIKy, — npobopMoTaja AeBOYKa H
HaJlaBWiIa JlaloHblo. — Henb3si HM NOOHATH, HU CABHHYTD.

OTBepcTHE, KOTOPOE OHM 3aMETWIH paHbllle, HAXOAWIOCh
HETIOCPEAACTBEHHO Tepel 3THM 3aralo4yHbiM KBajgpaToM. He-
OXMHJaHHasi MbICJIb MphlUIa B rosioBy JIxumy. Yto ecnu 3to
3KpaH I KApTHHOK, TaKo# Xe, KaK Ha MamuHax B ['opone?
U ecnu cyHyTh B 1ueb KYOMK, 3KpaH 3apaGoTaeT?
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He noxupasich coobiieHHii Mu4M, nepegaHHbIX MBICIIBIO
Tupo, OH CXBaTWI OnyKaiilIMii KyOMK, 3eN€HBIH, U pelu-
TEJIBHO CYHYN ero B lueidb. KyOMK omycTWIcsi IPpUMEPHO Ha
Tpetb. HanaButh cuibHee [IxuM omnacancs.

Ho TyT...

KBaapar Ha KpbILIKe CTOJIa M3MeHWIcs! BHaune 3acBeTi-
csl, TIOTOM NMOSIBWIOCH M300paXeHue.

— 3T0 neuepa, rae IUiaBaeT 6osblioe pacTeHue! —
BOCKJIMKHY/NIA Diwtn Moii.

JleiictBuTenbHO. Tonbko Ha 3KpaHe NMOSIBWICS BUI CBEPXY,
CJIOBHO OHHM CMOTpPEJIH CKBO3b NMOTOJIOK OOJIbLUOH TMellepbl.
PacTeHne no-npexHeMy ObUIO 3lech, XOTS Temnepb IIyoxe
ONYCTHJIOCH B BOAY, U ABa JINCTA, KOTOPbIe KA3aIMCh IV1a3aMH,
O6BUTH MOBEPHYTHI B CTOPOHY OTBEPCTHSI, Yepe3 KOTOpPoe pac-
TeHHe TPHIIDIO.

Ho u 310 oOKka3anoch He Bc€. OHM He TOJIBKO BHUIEIM
pacTeHHe, OHM MODIM M chabllaTh. 3ByK ObU1 TPOMKMH,
CJIOBHO pacTeHHE KPMYAIO — KAK KPHYAIM OETH, OTTOHAA
KpaboB. XoTd 3TO He KpHK, peliwi JIXxuM, ckopee, My3bIKa.
W pacTeHne H3BHBAIOCH BCEM CTeOJIeM B TAKT 3TOM My3bIKe.

Bona Toxe u3MeHwIach. Tenepp oHa cTala KOPUYHEBOM,
KaK OYyITO KTO-TO BBUIWJI B He€ GoNblIylo YallKy Kode.

— Yro npoucxoaur? — crpocwia 3w Mbaii.

JIxuM Mor Obl M caM MOBTOPMTHL 3TOT Bompoc. B Bome y
BBIXOJa B MOp€ YTO-TO B3BOJIHOBaJIoCh. Ham moBepxHOCTbIO
MoKa3ajlaCh BepXylIKa BTOPOTo pacTeHHUs, 3a HHUM. ell€ U
elle...

— Mbl... 310... — JIXHUM XJIOIHYJ PYKO# 1o cTojly — JTa
IITYKa 30BET HX...

6. Hanadernue u3 mops

— Brixmoun ero! — Dy Maji cxBaTiwia KyOHK M BBIpBa-
Jla ero U3 OTBepCcTHs, npexnae 4eM [XuM cMor eii momelnats.

— 3auyeM Thl 3TO caejnaga? — CNPOCHI MaTbYHK.

— Tw1 pa3Be He Bumen ux? 3tux kpabos? OHM TOoXe HUTH!

JIxuM He BuIen HU4ero, kpoMe pacteHnii. Ho O Maii
BIIOJIHE MOIJIa GBITH TIpaBa, 3IeCb BCE MOXET CIYYMTBCH.

— OHM nobepyrcst 10 pacTeHMH, — Mpoaoyrkaia DU
Mbs3ii. — MbsI D0JDKHBI YTO-TO caejlaTbh, U NoObicTpee!
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— Y10? — cnpocun xum. — IToiTH Ha3aa U HaopaTh Ha
Hux?

— Ecau nonagoburcs...

Ho oH XoTen 6BITH TNMOJHOCTBIO YBEPEHHLIM. Jiu Moaii
KpeInkKo JepXaja B pyKaxX 3eN€HbIH KyOHK, H OH He MOT
oTtobpath ero. Ho Tyr ecThb eul€ OOMH, TOYHO TaKOH Xe.
JX1M B3s11 €10 M CYHYJ1 B OTBEPCTHE.

Ha 3kpaHe cHOBa NMosIBWIach KAPTHHKA, KaK B TeJIeBU30pe
y Hux aoMa. Ho Teneps oHM yBHIENH He 6acceiH ¢ pacTeHH-
sIMH, Nlepell HUMH 3aBOJTHOBAJIOCh MOpe. OHM CJIOBHO BBILILTH
3a Npeaensl Kymosna.

M cHoBa mocnbiiasics 3ByK. Ha 3ToT pa3 peskmii KpuK,
KOTOpHIH pe3an ciayx. BoaHbl oOpylLIMBaJuCh Ha NECOK M
KaMHH, U B BoJie YETKO 0003HaYwIoch ABkeHne. Ho netH He
BHIEJIM, YTO €ro BbI3bIBAET. I[IOTOMY YTO TO, YTO BBI3LIBAJIO
BOJIHEHHE, HE MOKa3bIBaJIOCh Hald BOMOIA.

— V6epu ero! — Amam Maii BHIpOHWIA Ky0, KOTODBIH
IepXaja, H NMOTAHY/IACb K HOBOMY.

JXHUM OTTONKHYN NEBOYKY.

— OcTaBb...

— Tw1 xovyems,, 4yT0O6BI Kpabbl AO HMX AOOpanmuce? —
cripocwia oHa. — Pa3Be Tbl He YyBCTByellb, NPSIMO B rojiose?
OHH He TOBOPAT MBIC/IbIO, HO YYBCTBYIOT!

JxuMm B3aporHyn. OHa 6wmuia mpaBa. Ctpax BepHYJCH.
ManpuMk OpicTpo moctan Bropoil Kyoumk. Ho yro Bc€ 3to
3HAYMT?

— MBI camMu BBI3BAIM MX, — DM M3t ¢ cHno# WIBBIp-
HyJ1a KyOMK, TOT yAapWwics O CTol M oTckoywl. — [ToHumaeiun?
Mb1 Bbi3BaIM KpaboB, U Tenepb OHH ChelsAT pacTeHus. Mbi
caMH 3To caenann! — OHa 4YyTb He IUIaKana.

JxuM 3Haj, 4To OHa mpaBa. PacTeHHs OTBeTWIH Ha MpH-
3bIB, KOTOPBIN Hcnob3oBaH Jlionu. OHU NPULUIH, U TETIEpb
Kpabbl mobepyrcsa qo HuX. Kak MX OCTaHOBHMTDb?

— Ilonpo6yii 3To, — B Mp3ii B3sla Ky0 B KpacHOM
rpaHblo. — MoXeT, Mbl CyMeeM OTIPAaBUTh UX Ha3al.

Hapnesicy, yTo oHa mpaBa, JIXMM BCTaBWJI KyO B rHe3lo.
CHOBa OXWI 3KpaH, HO Terepb OHU YBHUAEJIHU He Noa3eMHbIi
bacceiiH U He 6eper octpoBa. HanpoTtus, npsiMo nepea HUMHU
okasanuce Muya u Tupo, KoTophle pacxaXWBalW B3al H
BriepEX B ONHOM M3 3MaHHiIl Ha Gepery.
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— Tupo! — uyth He 3akpmyan Ixum. OH yBHzen, Kak
OONBIIOH KO’OT B3APOTHYJ, TNOBEPHYJICS, INPHXaB YLIH K
TOJIOBE, LIEPCTh Ha ero ClMHE BCTala AbIOOM, I/1a3a Cy3WINCh.

«Tupo! — JIX¥MM TOpPOIUTMBO Iepell€]l Ha MBLICJIEHHYIO
peyb. — S Te6s BuXy! A TbI MeHA?»

Ho xoTs Ko’0Tbl CMOTpE/IH B €T0 CTOPOHY, OHH BbITJISIACIIH
yauBI€HHBIMHU. [locnbiancs orset Tupo:

«MBl BUOIMM TOJILKO CTEHY 3TOIO MeCTa, ONHAKO M3 He€
JOHOCHTCSI TBOM rojioc. 3To elé oxHa xurpocTh Jlionei...»

JXuMy npunano yBepeHHOCTb, YTO OH BHIMT THpO, XOTs
KO’OT ero He Buaed. OH Mockopee paccKasal O TOM, 4TO
MPOM30LIUIO 3a MOC/EAHNE HECKOJbKO MHHYT.

«Mbl DOJDKHBI TIPHHATH Ha OCTPOB, — THpPO HOC K HOCY
nocosewaics ¢ Muueii. CHoBa JOHecJIaCh €ro MbIC/b: — Tbl
MoOXelllb HAWTH cMnoco6?»

JIxuM mnocMoTpen Ha KyOMKH. MoxeT, oqMH M3 HHX
OTKpPOET OCTpoB A Ko’otoB. Ho mocMeer i oH Mcrnipo6o-
BaTb MX OAMH 3a apyrum? Benb Tax ciay4ailHo MOXHO
BKJIIOYHTh KaKoe-HMOyab opyxme. Ho HuYero He ocraBa-
JIoOCb JeNlaThb, KaK PHCKHYTb.

«[Tornpo6yem», — mnepegan oH Tupo. IloToM BBITalMA
KyOMK C KpacHOH rpaHblo, U KAapTHHa 30aHHsl Ha Oepery
Hcyedna. 3e€EHOe 03HAYaJIoO pacTeHMs, iepBasi KpacHasi rpaHb
CBsi3ajla OCTPOB ¢ GeperoM. MoXeT, ApyrHe ToXe OKAXyTCsl
none3nbiMH. OcTaBAINCh XENTHIE M ofHA 4épHas. OH 3aaep-
XaJl pyKy Ha JBYMSl XEJNTBIMM H YEPHOM.

— Ilonpo6yii 3T0, — Dt Mait ykasana Ha 4EpHYIO.

— He 3nal0, — JIxuM 6611 ocTOpoXeH. — MoXeT, 4EpHoe
O3HaYyaeT YTO-TO IUIOXOE...

— Moxer, 1a, a MOXET, H HET, — 3aJyM4YHBO OTBETWIA
Omau Mbsii. — OH Tonbko oauH Takoi. Ilompobyii ero
BHayane...

— JlagHo, — JIXWM ObIcTpO BIOXWI KyOMK. Eciu oH e1ué
XOTb HEMHOTO NPOMEIJINT, TO BOOOlle He pelInTCs.

Ha 3xpaHe HM4Yero He NMOSIBWIOCH, CJIOBHO 3TOT KYOMK H
BoBce He pabortan. Ho Tyr By Maii yiHBIEHHO BCKPHKHY-
Jla M ykasana Ha HM3rM6 cteHbl. TyMaH Halg OCTPOBOM
pacxoawics. Ero kak 6yaTo pasHocuwio MopckuM BetpoM. Y
OHH CMOIJIM 3aI/IIHYTh 3a HeEro.

JleTH TOPOIUIMBO NpPMXAIHCh JHLAMH K 3aKpYIJIEHHOM
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npo3payHoii creHe. Or1ciona MM Jaxe ObUT BHIOEH Oeper M
3JaHHUs, BO3Jie KOTOphIX cTosuid jJoaku. Ho ecnm paccesuica
TyMaH, MOXET, TeMepb CHATA M 3aLIMTAa OT KO’ OTOB?

— CMotpu! — O Mbaii nepBoii yBHeNla NMOCaJ04YHYIO
wiowaaky. OHa ObUla MOAHATA HE TAaK BBICOKO, KaK 3Ta
KOMHaTa, M AeTH cMOTpenn Ha He€ cBepxy. Illupokas u
IJIOCKasi, OHa ObUIa cAeslaHa M3 TOTO Xe Ceporo MaTepHaa,
YTO 34aHHUA M OOJbLIAs YacTh MAllMH.

— Mep! Hyxso cka3zath Mep! — neBouka yxe nepejapajia
Mep HOBOCTDb, YTO 30€Chb €CTb MECTO, Kyla MOXHO CECTb.

Mep 6BICTPO YJIOBWIA COOOLIEHHE.

— OHHM cKopo npuieTsaT K HaM! — coobimna i Maii.
— 4 3Hama, yto MBl 3TO caenaeM! 3Haja, YTO CMOXEM
OTKJIIOYHUTD 3alUUTY!

— Bo3MoxHo, Mbl caenaaM Koe-4yTo elé... — JIXuM
yYBHAEJ, YTO NMPOMCXOAUT BHU3Y Ha Oepery, U B3IpPOTHYI.

Kpa6sl! He onuH WwiH iBa, He HECKOJIBKO, KaK B G6acceiiHe.
Hx TyT cotHn! Beper Obu1 GykBanibHO 3anoJTHEH UMH. U oHH
BCE OJIMDKe TMORMOJ3aMH K Kymnojay. Majibyuk He AyMal, 4To
OHH CMOTYT INPOPBAELCSH, HO HECKOJIBKO KpaboB NMOSIBWIHCH
yXe Ha Kpal MNocaJoyHoM IUlolaaKu. A BAPYTr — TYT OH
BCIIOMHMJI OTBEPCTHE, Beayllee B MOpe, — BAPYT OHH Npobe-
pyrcs!

I'naza Onnu Maii cTald OrpOMHBIMH.

— HOxwuM, yro Ham genate? Mep, Tupo, Muya — 3T
KpaObl 10 HHX J0oOepyTrcss! MBI JOMKHBI YTO-TO CAEJATh!

JIXuM He BHAeN HH OAHOM JBEPH B 3TOM KPYIJIOH KOMHa-
Te, HUYETo TAKOro, YTo Mo3BOJIWIO Obl 4OOpaThCs OTCI04A IO
nocanoyHo# mwiowanku. Ho Beab nojokeH Xe ObITh mpoxoa!
Jiooy npMXOOWIM ciofa MO MOPIO M BO3AYXOM, 3TO TOYHO.
Kak Xe OHM NMPOHHUKAIH CHApyXH?

TeM BpeMeHeM CpOYHO clieioBasIo Npeaynpeanuts Tupo. U
OH TnocJiajl TOPOIUIMBLIH MBICJIEHHBIN BbI3OB.

«MBI BUOENH TEX, O KOM Thl TOBOpHLIBb, — oTBeTW1 Tupo.
— OHM noenaioT Msico U pacTeHHus. Korma ux MHOro, oHu
omacHbl. Mbl moayMaeM o mocafike...»

JxuM cxBatua Duin Maii 3a pyky.

— Mbl coenanu To, 3a4eM MNPHLUIM, — CKa3ajl OH. —
HyxHo Bo3BpalaThcsl...

— Ho MbBl Xe He Moxem! OHH... OHH AOGepyTcs OO0
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pacteHui! Ox! — AeBoYKa MoAHecaa pyKd K yllaM, HO He
CMOTJIa 3aKpbITh MO3T OT 60MH M yxaca. CTpaHHbIE MOIBOA-
Hble XHTeJH ObLUIM 3axBadyeHbl B TOJ3€eMHOM OacceliHe,
OHHM HE MOIJIM 3alIMTHTLCS OT CMEPTENbHBbIX YeNIOCTEH.

JxuM npukycun rydoy. OH He BHMIOEN, KaK OHH MOIYT
noMoyb pacTeHMsiM. ONHAKO 3HaJl, YTO JOJDKHBI TOMOYb.
Ecnu Obl OHM He BKIIOYWIM NPHU3BbIB, PACTEHHs HE MOCTpaja-
nu 6bl. Tak 4TO OHHM 3a 3TO oTBevyaloT. Ho Bce 3TH Kpabbl...
OHH ¢ O M3ii He MOTyT cpaXaTbCsi C COTHAMMU!

«Bo3Bpalnaiitecs!» — pasnancs pe3kuil npukas Tupo.

«[Toka He Moxem», — orBeTwi JxuM. OH Do/DkeH ObITh
yBEpEeH, YTO HHYEro He cMoxeT caejatb. Ho Bmm Mbaii
JODKHA BepHyTbcsl. OH He Xo4yeT, 4YToObl €€ rae-HHOydb
OKPYXWIHM COTHH Kpa6oB. [loka oHH NpHOIMXATHUCh CHapy-
XH. UX psinbl yXe 3aKpbUTH NMOJJIOBUHY NOCANOYHOM TUIOLIAAKH.

— O Mpdit! — npuckazan JIxuM. — bepu noaky u
YIUTBIBAM...

OHa nokayajia rojIoBoi, MpexXae YeM OH KOHYWI.

— He 6yny! Kpa6n1 Mens He nponyctar! KTo ckaxeT, 4To
OHHM He MOTYT 3abpaTbCi M3 BOAbI MPSAMO B JIOAKY?

Ona 6buta npaBa. IxuM rotHya. IInbiTh B JIoAKe ceifyac
onacHo. OH He MHOTO 3Han o Kpabax, Aaxe o Kpabax cBoei
POOHOM TUTAHETBl. A 3TH, C IUIAHETHI KO’OTOB, BO3MOXHO,
ew€ xyxe. CBepxy OH BMIEN, YTO CpedH IMOJ3YLIUX IIO
IUIoLIaAKe MOMaJaloTcs ropasao GOJbLIKE, YeM Te, KOTOPLIX
OHHM ¢ M Mbait nporHanu u3 HacceiiHa.

Teneps cTpax pacTeHHii, KOTOPbIi OH OLIYLIAJ MBICJIEHHO,
ctasn npocro yxaceH. Kak u O Mboii, [IxuM xoren 3a-
KPBITb PYKaMH YIIM M HMYETO He CJBILIATH.

O/ Mpaii ABMHYyNach K JOBEPH, 4Yepe3 KOTOpPYyl0 OHH
BOLIUTH.

— MBI JOJDKHBI HM MOMO4b, NPOCTO AODKHBI! — BOCK/IMK-
HyJIa OHa.

JIXM He MOT OCTAHOBHTb €€, MOT TOJILKO IOMTH 3a HEeM.
Ho cnyckatbest K kpabaM B TEMHOTE — €ro 4YyTh He 3aTOLI-
HWIO. A MONYa/IMBble KPMKHM pacTeHMii NpoAoJIKaIH 3By4aTh
B IOJIOBE.

O Mboii neitanacy He AymaTth. EciiM oHa HayHET Oy-
MaTh, TO ocTaHOoBUTcAd. Ho 3ayeM XnaTh, NmokKa 3TH
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OTBpaTHUTE/IbHbIE KpaObl Jobepyrcs 1o He€? OHu c IxuMoMm
33KpMYaT Ha HUX — TPOMKO, KaK B TOT pa3. [deBoyka
B3[OXHYJIa pa3, OPYroii, roToBsch 3aKpH4aTb, KaK TOJIbKO
YBMIMT, KaK KpaO, LIENKAS KICUIHSAMM, NMOM3ET K HEH.

Ecnu Ob1 OHH MOTJIH NMOMoYb pacTeHusIM! OHa He YyBCTBO-
Bajla, YTO IUIAYET, CHYCKASICh MO CTYNEHSM, XOTS B TopJie
4YTO-TO 3acKpebio.

OHH NPOTHUCHYIUCH B 3aKIMHEHHYIO ABepb. IXUM MOTA-
Hy/l MelloK ¢ wapukamu. He cnegoBasio ocTaBnfTh ABEPh
OTKpLITON A Kpab6oB. OH ObicTpo orsaaeicsa. Jlonku no-
MpeXHeMy CIOKOMHO KayaJIuCh Ha Bode, KpaOoB Moka He
6bUI0 BHAHO.

Omwu Mbait ocTaHOBWJIACh M YXBaTWIACh 3a Kpai TsSDKENIOro
Mewka. JleBoyka ¢ TpyaoM MOAHMANA €ro, HanesCh, YTO UM
yaacTcsl pa3bUThb XOTb HECKOJIbKO KpabGoB.

— Y10 THI XOYellb caenaTn?

OHa 1axe He MOocMoTpesa Ha JIXHUMa U TOYTH He CJIbIlIajia
ero. Eif ObUIO Tak IUIOXO M3-3a 3THX PACTEHMIA.

— Ilepebrio Bcex 3THX KpaboB, — cKa3an oHa, AEprasi
TSDKENBIA MelIOK, — MNepebblo UX A0 cMepTH!

JXuM cxBaTwics 3a Ipyroii KoHel Meluka. Bmecte onu
CMOIJIH TIOHECTH €ro.

— Mbl K0JDKHBI ell€ KpUYaTh — HAaloMHWIA eMy /Ut
Maii.

— KoHeuHo.

OHH Habpasin Bo3dyXxa U OJNHOBPEMEHHO H30 BCEX CHII
3aponwid. Kpuk pasHéccs no npoxoany. OHH CHOBa KpHKHY-
JIH ¥ TOPOIUTHBO ABHHYJIUCH BMEPEN.

U Tyt B Maii 3aapoxana. OnHO M3 pacTeHHH yMepio.
U oT ero cMeptH ctasio Tak GosbHO B rosioBe. CiemoBasio
MOTOPOMNMTBLCS, 3 TO HUKOIO HEe OCTaHETCS.

IIpuGexaB B moMmelueHue ¢ GacceitHoM, JIkuM uU Dwiu
Mb3ii yBupenu, kak Kpabbl pByT ABa MEPTBBIX pAacCTEHHUs Ha
YacTH, CPHIBAIOT JIUCTbsl CO CTeOnei, pacKychIiBaloT GOJIbLIU-
MH KIelIHAMH caMd ctebnu. EwE aBa pacTeHHs MOYTH
BbIGpanuch U3 Boabl. OHU OTOMBAIMCH OT KpaboB OTPOCTKA-
MH, KOTOPbLIMH TMNOJB3YIOTCS NpH NepeABHXeHHUH. OmHako
caMHM OTOMTLCS OT Bpara SIBHO He MOIJIH.

Hetn cHoBa 3akpuyann. [IpoBoIOYHEIH 3KpaH 3acBepkall,
a KpMKHM AeTeH CTaiM NMpsAMO-TaKH OIJTyLIUTEIbHBIMH.

157



Kpab6pl, pBaBlIMe MEPTBbIE pacTeHHs, OTCTYNWIH, a Te,
YTO HamaJajid Ha el XHUBble, OCTAHOBWINCh. BTOpo# KpMK
3aCTaBWI 4YacTb KpaboB crnpbirHyTh B OacceifH. JIkuM 3amMe-
THWI, YTO OHH He YIUIBIBAIOT, a cpa3y MAYyT Ha AHO. Ho 4yto TaM
NMPOUCXOAWIO, OH He BMAEA: KOpHYHEBas IUIEHKA 3aTsHyja
BCIO NOBEPXHOCTb.

— Emé pa3! — BeigoxHyn JIxum.

Jetn B TpeTHii pa3 3aKpuyanu BMecte. PacteHus, BbIOpaB-
LIMecsl U3 BOAbI, 3aKa4yaJIMCh, KakK nol BeTpoM. Ellé Kakas-To
4acThb KpaGoB CHpbIrHyJa B Boay, Ho He Bce. [locnennwue,
XOTS1 M MepecTaB PBaThb PaCTeHMS, OKPYXHJIM MX U OTKAa3bIBa-
JINCh OTCTYNATh. JI)KMM BLIPOH W TSIKEIBIH MELIOK M Mo 0eXa
K Kpalw bacceifna. .

Horn ero mnockosib3HYJMCh Ha JIHCT€, OTOPBAHHOM OT
MEPTBOro pacTeHus. MalbuMK 3aKpuyal, Ha 3TOT pa3 B
cTtpafe, M 3acKOJb3WJI K TEMHOI Boae. CXBaTUTbCsl ObLIO
a0bCOJIIOTHO He 3a 4YTO, OH YMaAET NpsAMO K Kpabam!

M TYT 4TO-TO MEJBLKHYJIO B BO3IyX€ U CXKaJlo €10 BBITSIHY-
Tyl0 pyKy. YXBaTwio MW 3aaepxaio. IXuM He ynan yepes
Kpail. PacTeHHe, KoTopoe yIepXHBaJIO €ro CBOMM CaMbIM
TOJICTHIM OTPOCTKOM, COTHYJIOCH BABOE IOJ €0 TSKECTBIO,
TaK 4YTO JILCTBbS YyTh He KOCHYJIMCH JIMLIA MaJb4yMKa.

U oH yBHaEa HEeOOBbIYHBIE XWIKHM HA JIUCTbSX, XWIKH, 1O
¢dopMe AeiiCTBUTENILHO HAaNlOMHHABILIHE TJia3a.

PsanoMm nosiBuiack D MB3ii, cxBaTiuna 3a ApyTyio pyKy H
norauwia or Kpasi 6acceitHa. KpaObl, okpyxaBuine pacre-
HHMA, Tenepb HaaBUranuch Ha neteil. He Bcramasa, Ixum
cHOBa 3akpuyai. Ha 3ToT pa3 oT cTpaxa KpHK ero npo3Byya
ew€ rpomye. KpaGbl 3anpriraid B Boay.

OHM yxonwiH, Ho XXMM MOHMMaJl, YTO YLUIH OHHM Helda-
JeKo. PacTteHne oTmycTwio ero pyky U pacnpsiMuwiocb. OHO
ero cnacjio, 3To To4Ho. 1 0HO oT/IMYaioch OT APYTHX pacTe-
HMil. B10, KakK cKa3aina Jmiu Mbsi, pacTreHHe-THYHOCTh. U
OHM Temnepb He MOTYT OCTaBUTh JUYHOCTb, KOTOpPasi MX crac-
na. Beab e€ yopior kpa6Onl. JlosokeH ObITh BoIxoA. Ho oHM ¢
B M3# He cMoryT nonro Kpu4ath. Eciu 661 HalTH Kakoii-
HUOYIb ApPYToil 3BYK, KOTOpPbIH OHH MOIJIM Obl 3amyCTHUTb...
Ecnn 661 OHM GoJblile 3HAJH O TOM, YTO ocTanoch ot Jloaeit!
JxumM ObLT YBEpeH, YTO HaBEPHSAKA Ha OCTPOBE €CThb J4ro-To,
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Yyero Kpabbl AEHCTBUTENbHO GodTcsA. MoXeT, OHM CYMEIOT 3TO
HaWTH. o

7. Boavwou xpuk

O Maii B3rigHyna Ha JIxuma.

— Yro OyneM nenath? MBI Xe He MOXeM KpH4YaTb GecKo-
HEYHO...

— 3Halo, — comtacwicsi oH. ['opsio y Hero yxe cagHuiIo.
A KpaObl, KOTOpbI€ YLUTH B BOAY, MOXET, OHH CIIOKOHHO PBYT
KODHH pacTeHHii? Belb OHH Mo-mnpexHeMy B Boue.

— TI'ne 6b1 pa3no6wITy MoaxomsAUIHIA WIyM? — D Mo
pa3mIsAAbIBalia CETKY, KOTopasl OCBellajiach, KOrJa OHM KpH-
YaiM, W KoTopas Kak OyNTo yCWIWBajJa 3TOT 3BYK. — Mul
JIOJIXHB] Y3HATh, KAK YIIPABJIATh 3THM...

Ho kak? 910 emi€ oaHa taiiHa Jliogei. JxuMy 3axoTesnochb
MHYTH 3KpaH, 3aCTaBUTb ero padoTaTth. Bc€ paBHO YTO NMpoYH-
TaTb KHMTY, B KOTOPOii Bce CJIOBa Ha IPYTOM si3biKe. Mab4yuK
notép ropyo. Y cebsi foMa OHM MoriM OBl 3amMcaTh CBOWM
KPUK M BCE BpeMsi TMpPOMIpPLIBAaTh 3Ty 3amuch. MoxXeT, Yy
Jioneit ToXe CYyLIECTBOBAJIa 3BYKO3allMCh. A MOXET — OH
B3POTHYJI — MOXET, KO’OTbI?

BonpliMHCTBO HMX MallMH (Ha caMOM Jejie BCe, KaKHe
Buaea JIXuUM) ynpaBIsUIMCh MBICIBIO. A MawuMHbI Jlionei —
3ByKAMH, KaK KpHKHM JJUtd Maii U ero camoro. Pyku u 3ByK
— Jlonu Mcnonb30BaJiM M To M Apyroe. Cyas mo paccka3aM
Ko’oToB, Jlionu GosiIMCh pa3sroBOpOB MBICABIO, OHH YHHYTO-
XWIK OGOJIbLIYIO YacThb INOBEPXHOCTH CBOEro MHMpa, 4YTOOBI
M3THaTh KO’OTOB, KOTAA y3HaJIH, YTO Te OOLIAIOTCS MBIC/IBIO.

A KO’OThl He M3JAIOT 3BYKOB. TOo4Hee, OHM BOOOLIE-TO
MOIYT — MOTYT MypJibiKaTth. ECTb y HMX M Apyrue 3BYKM,
TPOMKHE U CTpaHHbIe (Mo KpaliHel Mepe mis JIxuma u D
MBaii). i apyruX Xe KO’OTOB 3TH 3BYKH HUMEIOT 3HaAYeHHeE.
WU ecnu Mawmuel Jliogeli UX He cIylIaloTcsi, 3TO €LUE He
3Ha4YHUT, 4YTO rojioca KO’OTOB HeJb3sl UCIONb30BATh MO-ApPY-

ToMy.
— Ko’oTbl TOX€ MOryT u3naBaTb 3BYKH.. — JIXXMM Bc€
ew€ npitajicd c¢opMyIHpOBaTh CBOIO MBIC]Ib.
— KoHeyHo, MoryT! — comtacwiach DM Mait. — Tol
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AyMaelllb... — JE€BOYKA TiepeBesia B3rsia ¢ JIxuMa Ha npoBo-
JIOYHBbIN 3KpaH, NMOTOM Hasal. — Tbl AyMaelllb, — CHOBa
Havyala oHa, — 4YTo, MoXxeT, Mep u Tupo npuayr cioaa,
3aKpMyaT M Hamyralor KpaboB? M, MoxXer, caenaior 31O
Jy4ile Hac?

— MoXeT ObITb...

— HyxHo uM ckazaTh! — OBICTpO corlacwiach DJutH Maii.
Ona 3aKkpbuUia IMla3a, KaK BCeraa, Koraa COCpeAoTOYHBaJIach
U1 MBICJIEHHOTO pa3roBopa. Tak eii Jierde 6bUI0 MBICIEHHO
yBUZETh Mep.

N Mep nosBuiach, KaK M Haaesuiach Dt Mai. JleBouka
MomnbITaNach €if 0ObACHUTL, H Mep B3BOJIHOBAJIACH.

«Mpl noiiMaJii OMHOIO TAaKOIo C KJIELIHSAMH, — OTBETWIA
Mep. — Ceiyac nonpobyeM Ha HEM, KAaK Thl TPOCHLIb.
ITocMOTpHUM...» — €€ MBICJIb CTHXJIA, U DJUIH Mbaii nosgcHuUNa
Jxumy:

— OHH noiiManu oaHOro Kpaba M XOTAT NMOKpMYaTh Ha
Hero caMu. Moxet ObITh, NMOAEHCTBYET.

JIxuM cen Ha Kpaili 6acceitHa. PactreHne, KoTopoe cnacnio
ero, cierka o6BHC/O, JIUCThS €r0 ACPXaJHCh He NpSMO, a
ONYCTWIHCH K ToicTOMY cTebmo. Ho oHo Gonbiue He Gosi-
JIOCb, CKOpee CWIbHO YCTAaJlo.

Cpenu MEPTBBIX pacCTeHUI BaJIJIOCh MHOXECTBO METAJUTH-
YeCKMX WApHKOB. JIpyrue lapuKu cOpOCWIHN XUBbIE paCTCHHUS.
Orkyna oHu Gepytr MeTayw1? Kak pacTeHHs MOTyT JOOBIBaThL
ero? HyxHo MMeTb KMPKH M JIONaThl, YTOOBI KONaTh pyay.
JX¥M nomneITajicss BCIOMHHUTb, YTO 3HAJ O LAXTaX M LIAXTE-
pax Ha cBoeii ruilaHete. OH BHIOEJ Ha KapTHMHKAX LIAXTEPOB,
KOTOpble cITycKaloTcs nop 3emmo. Ho oHH Ha cylnie, a He B
Boge. M pacTteHMe He MOXeT AepXaTh JIONaTy, He MOXET
KOTaTh...

OH nbITancs pa3pelIuTh 3Ty 3araAky, Koraa B rojioBe €ro
npo3By4yan rojoc Tupo:

«Jler€éHpnu-poand npas! OTH, ¢ KICIIHAMH, GOSTCA HALINX
KpPUKOB. Mbl HIEM K BaM...»

JIxuM BcTan.

— OHH HuOyr...

O M»3it KuBHYNA.

— 3Hawo. HyxHo Haiitm BbIxoa ortciona. Ho ecnm Mbl
OCTaBHUM 3[1€Ch PAaCTEeHHUsI, KpaObl MOTYT BEPHYTbCS.
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OHa onsarh 6buia npaBa. Ho npaBma ¥ TO, 4T0 KO’OTHI C
NMocaJoYyHOM IUIOIIAAKM MOTYT HEe HAMTH BXOA MOA KYTOJ.

— S no¥iny nouiny A HUX MyTh, — OJUIM M3 HanpaBu-
Jlach KO BXOAY B TYHHENb. — A Thl OCTaBalici M KpHYHM Ha
KpaboB.

— A cam noiiny...

Ho Onnmm Mait yxe 6exana K TYHHETO.

— Tol ymeeurs KpyyaTh rpoMie — M, MOXeT, Aojblue. S
X04Yy MOMCKATh NMyTh. EcIM He Haiily, BepHYCb, M TOra Thl
nonpobyeuis.

U -neBoyka ckpbUlach B TyHHeje. IZle oHa cobupanachk
HcKaTh ABepb? XXMM HalEN TOJNLKO OJHY, Yepe3 KOTOpPYIO
OHH NMOHSUTMCH B KpPYyrTylo KoMHaTy. Ho Ta xoMHaTa pacno-
Jlarasiach Hajl Nocafo4yHoM TuIowanakoii. JIBeps Ha He€ JOJDKHa
ObITb JaJibllle.

BepHyBiuMCh K JoaKaM, D M»aii Hayana cHoBa ocMaT-
pHUBaTh CTEHBI. JIBEph NODKHA GBITH NaNbllle, B [PYTOM KOHLIE
npuyana. OHa Mpolwa Tyda M CTajla OLIYNBIBAaTh KaAMHH
CTEHBI.

KaMHH HM4YeM He OTVIMYAJIMCh APYT OT Apyra, M OHa JolUla
MOYTH OO KoHua. lanbiiie 6bU1a TOJBKO BoIa. A A€BOYKA HE
Bepwia, YyTo ABepb Jlioneit MOXET OTKPHIBATLCH B BOMY.

Ty noBepp OTKpBUI KpHMK, KpHK JIxuma. Moxer, u el
nokpuyars? 3 Maii 4yTh OTOABHHYJIACH, B YTIOp DISAS Ha
credHy. HaGpaB Bo3ayxa, oHa M30 BceX CHJI 3aKpuyaia.

Huyero He otkpbuloch. OHa NMOTEpNA JIAAOHBIO POT.

Kpuk He cpabortan. Moxert, Ixum nonpo6yer. Ho noka
HeT. OHa NIBITajIach paccyXaaTh JorHdHo. Eciu He oTKpriBa-
€T TPOMKMI 3ByK, MOXET, MONpoboBaTh Apyrue?

OHa BCOMHMNA, YTO paccKa3biBai eif JIXXuM o 4YenoBeke,
KOTOpBIi CJIOBOM OTKpbUI neuiepy. Ho MM-To He M3BeCTHO,
Kakue cnoBa ucnosnbszopaiu Jliogn. Arak... 3w Maii noka-
yana rosoBoi. OHa He caactcs. [leBo4yKa npoBena 3bIKOM Mo
rybaM ¥ Hayajna:

— Odun, dsa, mpu, O’Jlupu,
Yemuwipe, namo, wecmo, O’ Jlupu,
Cemb, eocemn, deesmnv, O Tupu,
Hecams, O’JIupu, evixodu!
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Omwm M»si nena crapylo CYMTAIKY OOBIYHBIM TOJIOCOM,
TOJILKO 4yThb rpomye. OtBeTa He ObLMO. XOpOLIO, TaK He
noayywiock. Ho ¢ ogHoiit 3 MamiMH B ['opoae momy4ymnocs.
3HAaYHUT, €€ CI0BAa BCE Xe NMOXOXH Ha T€, YTO MCIOJIb30BAIIN
Jhoau. B Moii B3goxHyna. Ecniu 661 Tonbko oHa 3Haia!

— O’Jlupu, O’JIupy, O’...

Hauna! B creHe obpasoBanach TpellMHa, Ha caMoM JaeJe!
Dt Maii oT Bo30yXaeHHUs 3aIuisicaia.

— O’Jlupu, O’JIupn!

JiBepb, HacTOosimiasg aBepb! OHa JOJDKHA yaepXaTb €€ OT-
KpbITOH. DUt M>3ji MeTHyJIach Ha3al M CXBaTWIA €LUE OAHY
MoAylIKy, HO He cTaja HaOuBaThb B He€ iapuku. Ilpocto
CJIOXWIAa BOBOE U CYHYJIa B MOJYOTKPHITYIO IBEPb, a MOTOM
npoLUia B MPOEM.

Tam He GbUIO TEMHO, KaK Ha JiecTHUUE. Bnepenu npoxan
cBeT. M 4yTh Mo3Xe oHa oka3ajach NoJ OTKPHITHIM HEOOM, Ha
Kpalo MocaJo4YHOM IUIOLIANKH.

KpaObl, COTHM H COTHH, NOJI3aJM MOBCIOAY, CJOBHO 3a
KEeM-TO OXOTHJIMCh. MoXeT, KaKk pa3 3a Heil!

O Mbdit nonsitwinace B mpoxon. Her, nmoka oHuM He
NMpHUOIKAINCh K Heil. A eclM HAYHYT, OHa 3aKpHYMT, OyaeT
KpHYaThb TaK CWJIbHO, YTOOBI TOJIBKO HE MOPBaTh IoJjloCOBble
CBSI3KH.

ITocabiancst HOBbIH 3BYK, H A€BOYKAa ITOCMOTpeJia B He6o.
®naep! Byum Mait 3annscana B HereprieHHMH. OHH ¢ JIxxuMoM
Pa3OorHAJIM TyMaH, HO ocTaércs ew€ 3auura. CMoOryT JH
Mep, Tupo 1 Muua npusemiauTbes?

®naep ciyckancs. A Kpabsl He YXOIWIH C €0 MyTH. DIUTH
Mbsii ucnycTiiIa cBoii camblif rpoMkHii KpuK. Kpa6w1 nosep-
HyJMCh K Heli. HexoTopple nonsarwmick. OHa CHOBA 3aKpHyaa,
YTOOBI OTOTHATh UX U PAaCYUCTHTb MECTO IJIS NMOCANKH.

®naep He cen cpa3y, a crieppa 3aBHC Hal KpabGamu.
Kpollnka KaOMHBI NMOAHsANack, M DM Maii yBuaena He
Toabko Tupo, Mep u Muuy, HO U AHY M ell€ OBOMX
npeaBoauTesieil Ko’otoB. OHM BCe BBICTABWIM HapyXy roJio-
Bbl M pacKpbUtH nacti. M ot MolgHoro péra naxe I Mait
MOMATWIACh B MPOXOH, 3aTKHYB PYKaMH YILH.

Ko’oTBl KpHYaJIH rpomMye M OTBpPAaTHTE/JbHEH, 4eM JioOble
KOTbI, KOTOPBIX CJIbIlIaNIa KoTAa-HHuoyas i Mai. U xakoit
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3ByK! OHa BHAesa, KaK Kpabbl 6pociwIHCh K Kpalo mardgop-
Mbl U TIPLITAJIM B BOOY, KaK BOJIHA, yxoaslluas oT Oepera.

Onaep npu3eMIWIcs, KO'OTHl BHINPHITHYJIH H3 HETO, HO
NMEepPBLIM IEJIOM HANpPaBWIKCh HE K J€BOYKE — OHH BBICTPO-
WINCh B JIMHMIO Ha TOH CTOpOHe IUIaTGOpPMBI M CHOBa
yXacalolle 3aBbUTH. KpaObl yXXe OYHCTIWIHM BCIO IUIOLIAAKY H
B MaHHKe ybGeraiu B Mope.

Ewé nonro — 3w Mbaii Moria 661 coCYMTaTh IO ABaaLA-
TH — KO’OThbl CTOSUIM Ha Kpalo IVIOIIAAKH W HU3NaBaJIM CBOHM
yXacHBblii BoILUTb. IIOoTOM OHH CMOJIKIIM M BO IVIaBe C AHO¥
HamnpaBWIKCh K Outh Maii.

«Poauy xo’oToB, — MOMEBICIWIA AHAa, — 3TO 6BLIO XOpo-
IO cAeslaHo. XOTS TO, YTO Bl HALIUTH, GOJNbllIasl 3aragka, 4YeM
Topon. ITocMoTpHM...»

«[Toxanyiicra... — Dwin Maii ocMenniach NpepBaTh MBICb
KO’OLIKM, XOTsI HEMHOTO Nnob6auBasach AHbBl. — J[XXKMM TaM ¢
pPacTeHUsIMH; U TaM elll€é MHOro kpabos...»

«[1a? Tlouumm Tyma», — AHa yXe npolivia B ABEpb. DIUTH
M>3¥i M ocTabHble KO’OTHI TOCJIEOOBAIH 32 HEM.

OHH TOPOIUTMBO MpOoGeXaqd MHMO JIONOK M MOLUIM MO
TyHHemo. Otryaa cabimianuch Kpuku JixuMa. Kpa6ul! Dwm
Mbii pBaHynach Briepén. Ho Tupo, Ana u Mep aepxanucey
HapaBHe C HeW.

W BoT oHM BopBaIMCh B newiepy ¢ 6GacceiHoM. Ixum
CTOSUI Mepel pacTeHHEM, pa3MaxuBasi TIOAYLIKON C LIapHKa-
MH, U XPHIUIO KpH4YaJl. A H3 BOAHl CIUIOLIHBIM ITIOTOKOM
BBINOJI3AJIM KpaObl ¥ HAMpaRIIMCh K HEMY.

Ko’0Tbl OBICTPO CHOBA BLICTPOWIHMCH JHHHEH M MOLLUIM Ha
KpaboB. Ilochplancsa yXxacHblif BOIUTb, OHH 3aKpUYaJId BCe
BMecTe. DU M3ii ToXe 3aKpuHyajia: MPOBOJIOYHAsl CeTKa Ha
CTEeHE SIpKO BCIIBIXHY/A, U WIYM CTal abCOMIOTHO HEBBIHOCH-
MBIM 114 ylIeii. JleBouka NnombiTalach 3aTKHYTh MX TaJIbLAMHU.

JOXuM BBIpPOHWI MOAYLIKY M TOXE 3aKpbUI YIIH. A pacTe-
HHe 3aTPACJIOCH, KaK OyATO KT0-TO AEprai ero 3a crebens. Ho
Kpabpl — OHH He NpocTo pasdexannch. Kpuk cloOBHO cMEn
HX B BOOY.

Ko’0TBl BBICTPOWIHCH Ha Kpalo 6acceifHa, KakK M Ha IUIO-
LaAKe, ¥ HaTHY/IM TOJIOBBI, MIsiAs BHU3. Diutn M3, yBunes,
YTO MX PThHI 3aKPbIThl, OCMEJIWIACh OTHATH MaJIbLibl OT ylUEH.
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W oHa HHMYero He yciblllana. Mep nmosepHynach M NMoAo-
uUia K HEH.

«Jromu, KoTopbie MOCTPOWIH 3TO, — TPHILIA €€ MBICIb,
— CHENAJIM M YCWIHTENIb 3BYKOB, — OHa MOJHsJIA Jamy M
yKa3ajla Ha IPOBOJIOYHBIA 3KpaH, Ha KOTOPOM 3aTyXajlH
OrHM. — 370 elll€é ofHAa MX TalHa, KOTOPYI0 Mbl NOKa He
MOXEM MOHSTb».

AHa, Muya ¥ eui€é oAMH KO’OT, B KOTOpoM I Mbsi
y3HaJia GOJBIIIOTO 30JI0TOrO Ko’oTa Peausi, OMHOTO U3 Npel-
BoAUWTeNIei, paBHOTO TO paHry AHe, OCTAaHOBWIHCH BO3Je
Jxuma. MajnpydK OTCTYNWI, YTOOBI KO’OTHI BCTAIM Iepeln
PacTeHHEM.

C MOMeHTa InpekpalllecHMsl 3ByKa pacTeHHe Oosblle He
apoxano. Ero BepxHMe JIMCTbS 4YyThb ONYCTWIIMCh, CJIOBHO
IS8l Ha KO’oToB. MoXeT ObITb, OHO YAMBWIOCH, YBHAEB HX.
Ho D Mpaii 3Hana, 4to oHo Gonblie He Goutcs. ITorom
OHa yCJIbILIaJia MBICJIb:

«3T10... 3Ta DbOopMa XM3HU HE NPHHUMAET MBICIb... —
3assBWIa AHa. — Bbl yBepeHbl, YTO 3TO HE NPOCTO pacTeHUe?»

«OHO cnacjio MHE XH3Hb», — OBICTPO OTBeTH1 [IXHMM H
MBICJIEHHO NOKa3al, KaK pacTeHHe MOoMeLIIo eMy YIacThb B
BOLY.

«Ho oHO He MbICIHMT, — BO3pa3wi Ko’oT. — OHO He
TMIOHMMAET Hac...»
«Moxer, oHO B 4éM-To noxoxe Ha Jliogeil, — oTBeTHI

ManbyuK. — OHM Belb TOXE He rOBOpWIH MbIcasiMHU. [Ipocto
pacTeHHe OyMaeT He TakK, Kak Mbl. Ho oHo mpmiuio, Korama
Mbl NIO3BAJIM, U MPHHECJIO HAM METaUl», — H OH YKa3aj Ha
LIAPHKH.

Muya npoién K caMoMy Kpalo OacceifHa, OITyCTHJI JIaly B
BOAY U MOAHEC K HOCY.

«B Bozme ecTb MUTaHME 11 PaCTCHHIA».

JxuM OBpICTpO OMHCaI, KaK PacTeHHsl OTBETWIHM Ha €ro
MPHU3LIB U3 KOMHATHI HaBepXy, H KaK BoAa CTajla KOPUYHEBOM.

AHa cena M obepHyJ/la XBOCTOM JIAlbl.

«OTH pacTeHHUsl OTAAIOT METaJUT B 0OMeH Ha nuTanue. OHH
TaK BbIYYEHBI, 1 AYMAlO».

Muya KMBHYIL.

«A MeTaJUl, BO3MOXHO, H3BJleKaeTcs M3 Boabl. Jlionu nena-
JIM MHOTO CTPaHHBIX BellleH, JaXe C paCTEHUSIMHU».
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«He Moxer O6brTn! — B30OpBanca JIxuM. — Kak MOXHO
MOJIyYHTb METAJUI M3 BOIBI?»

«bnarogaps xakMM-To mpolieccaM B cTeGjie pacTeHHA. Mbl
3HaeM, YTO pacTeHMs NOJy4yaloT MUY M3 3eMIH. Mbl camu
yXe JaBHO caXaeM HEKOTOpbleé pacTeHHsl, KOTOphie HaM
roasTcs B nuuly. PacTeHuii Tak MHOTO, M OHH TaKHe pa3HbIe.
OHM Jal0T HaM BO3MOXHOCTb NIUTAaThCs, HE YOMBad... A Ballln
OO YOMBAIH U1 €abl», — U Muda puIpKHYN OT OTBpallie-
HHA.

«Tenepb 4TO KacaeTcsl 3TOr0 pacTeHHsl, — MPOJOJIXKaJ OH.
— OHo 6Gonblie yeM pacteHue. Ero poanym pabGoTtanu mns
Jhoneii. U xora Jlionu AaBHO HMcCYe3H, 3TH pacTeHUs KakK
6ynTo He BbIMepaH. OHM COXpPaHWIH B CBOEi NaMATH BbI3OB
H TO, YTO 3a HMM MIET muua. U npuuuim, xorga BBl HX
no3saiv. U Oynyr npuxoauth K HaM. HamM HyxHo elné
MHoroe y3Hatb o Jlionsx. Ho 3To Benukoe OTKpBITHE, BETU-
xoe!»

«A KaK Xe 3TH NMpOTHUBHbIe Kpabni?» — crmpocwia I
Maii.

«Mbl cBOMM KpHMKOM o6paTwiM MXx B GerctBo. Moxer,
Haia€rcs cnocob YCTAaHOBHTh MCTOYHHKM NMOZOOHOrO 3ByKa
BOKPYT BCETO OCTPOBAa, YTOOBI OHM YLIUIH Tyaa, Tie He CMOTYT
HamnaJgaTh Ha pacTeHHMs. A A0 TOrO BPpeMEHH Mbl BBICTABHM
3leCh MaTpyjib — U3 CaMbIX IOJIOCHCTBIX Ko’oToB. IToxaxu
HaM, OTKylla MOXHO BBLI3BIBaTb 3TH PacTEHHS».

Ho 3 Mbaii He cpa3y noBepHynack. HanpoTus, cHavana
OHa mojolUIa K pacTeHHI0 M HM30 BCceX CHJ TOMbITAIaCh
MBICJIEHHO TIOTOBOPUTb C HHUM. PacTeHHe-JIUYHOCTH CTOSUIO
NpsIMO, TIOBEPHYB IJ1a3a-JIMCThs K JeBo4YKe. DJUTH Maii xote-
Jla MOKAa3aTb, YTO OHU ApY3bsl, HacTosilMe apy3bs. IloToM...

Kak paHbllle OHa HCIbITAJA CTpax U 6onb, Tak Temepb ei
CTaJI0 BHYTPM XOpOUIO H CHOKOHHO. MoXeT, pacTeHHEe U He
M3Ja€T 3ByKH, HE TOBOPHUT MBLICJSIMM — HO OHO YYBCTBYET U
yMeeT nepeaaBaTh CBOM YyBCTBa!

«CtpaHHO, — noHecnach Mbpicabs Qneaus, — AeTEHBIN
TNIOHUMAaeT. A 1 HUYETO He MOYyBCTBOBAJI».

— A Toxe ouryTHa, — BOCKIMKHYN IxuM. — OHO... OHO
YyBCTBYET ce6s1 B 0€30MacHOCTH U XOYET, YTOOBI MBI 3HAIHU
3T0.
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«Bpl 6BUTH HaLLIMMHM pyKaMH, — 3asgBui @nenmii, — noro-
My 4YTO BHelllHe BB Kak Jlionu. Teneps BB OyzeTe roBOpUTH
C 3THMM pacTeHMSIMH, NMOTOMYy YTO 3TOIO Japa y Hac TOXe
HET».

O Mbaii npoTsaHyna pyky. Ho He KocHynmach JIMCTLEB,
Tenepb BBICOKO MOMHSTBHIX.

— OHo... 1 oymaio, Mbl €My HpaBHUMCSH... BC€ Mbl, —
MEUIEHHO NpPOroBopwjia oHa. — MBI eMy HpaBHUMCS, H OHO
XO4YeT, YToObl Mbl TYT OCTaBaJIHCh.

«Xopoliio, — pe3Ko MoMbIcTWiIa AHa. — A Temepb MNoc-
MOTpHMM, YTO MOXHO cliejlaThb ¢ 3TMM MectoM Jliodei. 3to
emwl€ OoHa MX TaifHa, KOoTopas HaM OY€Hb BaXHa, POANY-
KO’OT».

Bce nouwtu B TyHHeNb, HO DiUtH M3ii 3anepxanacs, rmsans
Ha pacTeHHe. [JoToM nomaxana eMy pyKoid.

— He 6Goiicss, — cka3ana oHa. MoxeT, pacTeHHe M He
TMIOHMMAET €€ CJIOB, HO- 3aTO NMOHUMAET YYBCTBAa. — MBI Tak
BCE YCTPOUM, YTO Thl OOJibllle HMKOTAA He Oyneub GosiTbes.

B oTBeT OHa olIyTWIa YYBCTBO — XOpolliee YYBCTBO.
PacTteHne MeLIEeHHO B3MaxHY/IO JIMCTAMH, a D Maii no-
BEpPHYJIaCh H 3aTOPONWNACH 32 OCTAIBHBIMH.



CEMDb YYJIEC
K
BOCKPECEHDIO



1. Ilo3naxomemecs:
amo Mornnu — u Bum.

MOHHH cHeNia Ha KOPTOYKAX H 00EUMH PyKaMH IbITA1ach
BLITALUTb U3 KapMaHa ¢moMacrtep. 'psisHble IKUHCHI cue-
JIM Ha Hell B oOTsXKy M ¢pioMacTep NMpPOTEK, OCTABMB Ha
KapMaHe 60JblIoe KpacHoe MSTHO.

«Hapneloch, OH elllé nuuIeT», — IMNOAYMala JE€BOYKA U
npoBejia najblieM Mo ¢eTpoBOMYy KOHYHMKY. Ha manbue nos-
BWIAch po30Bas IOJIOCKA. 3aTeéM OHa pacCesiHHO BhITepia
PYKY O KOJICHO M NPHHSUIACh pa3misiabIBaTh TO, YTO JIEXaJO Y
€€ Hor.

Yero TOJbKO He OBUIO HA 3TOil CTapoil CBaJIKE, HO YTOOBI
3nech OpOCHJIM MOYTOBBIM SALIMK — TAKOro elé He ciyda-
nock. JIa K ToMy Xe TakoW OGosnbluoi. MU Bepx Bechb moMsrT,
OyIATO KTO-TO B3sU1 OeicO0/IbBHYIO OMTY M TOMBITAICS NpeBpa-
THTDb €0 B JIENELLKY.

Ho suuk okasancs npodyHbIM. EciM o4yeHb nmocrapaTbes,
MOXHO ObUTIO OaxXe 3aKpBITb KPBILIKY M TOAHATh (JIaXoK,
NOKA3bIBAIOLIMIA, €CTh B SILIMKE MHUCbMa, WIH HET.

[MourpriBasi ¢poMacTepoM, OEeBOYKA MPHUCTAILHO pasriis-
ObiBajia AWMK. [IpoWTH ONMH KBapTaj, W MNOWAYT psAObI
HoBocTpoeK. KoHe4HO, TaM ToXe ecTb NMOYTOBEIe SMKH. Ho
He Takue OoJblIMe U OHH BHCAT B MapaJHbIX Ha cTeHe. Y
MHOTHX CJIOMaHBbl WIH COBCeM BbIpBaHbI ABepubl. Tak 4TO
TOJIKY OT HMX yXe HHMKAKOro.

A TakuX GOJIBLIMX U HEOOBIYHBIX SILIMKOB MOHHHM HHKOIa
He BHiena. Pa3Be 4To Ha KapTMHKE — Ha POXHECTBEHCKOM
OTKpbITKe. TaM noxoxuii UK ObLT YCTAHOR/IEH Ha CTOJIOHU-
Ke IIe-TO 3a TopoJoM, C HEro CBUCAJIH THPJISIHABI, 2 BOKPYT
BBICWIHCH 60JblIME CYyTpOGHI.

OHa npoTsiHyJia PyKy M OOTPOHYJach OO HCKOPEXEHHOM
KpbllIKK. Kakoit cTpaHHBIN LBET — KTO-TO NMOKPAacWI SLIHK
OreqHO-TMIOBOM KpacKoit. Uu oH nexan 3aech Tak AOJITO,
YTO KpacKa BbIropesia Ha colHue. M HoMepa Ha HEM HeT.

CyHyB B 3y0nl ¢pnoMacTep, MOHHH 06eMMH pyKaMH Tiepe-
BepHY/la SILUMK M MOcTaBWia ero croimsa. [loroM Hauwia
HECKOJIBKO KHpIMYEH U MPUBAIWIA K CTOJIOHKY, YTOOBI ALMK
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He nagan. U Tompko TYT 3aMeTwia, YTo Ha HEM YTO-TO
HapHcoBaHO. 3BEé3moyku. OgHa, Bropas... CyuTtas, oHa Jo-
TparmBajlaCh OO HHMX. 3BE3J0YE€K OKa3aJloCh CEMb, OHH
pacroJyiarajiuch B psili, CBepXy BHH3, H ObUIM Takue GleaHble,
YTO AeBOYKA HX C TPYAOM pas3ivyalia, HO 3TO TOYHO ObLIH
3B€3104YKH. UHTEpecHO, 3a4eM 3/ieCh 3BE3NOYKH, €CIN HET HU
HoMepa aoMa, HH ¢aMmwinu? XoTs KaKoe 3TO MMeeT 3Haye-
HHe.

Bcé ewmé mepxa B 3ybax ¢ioMactep, MOHHM oOThicKana
elll€ HECKOJNbKO KHpNMHYeiH M NMPHBAIMIA HX K CTONOHKY,
YyTOoOBI SIIMK GOJIbllle He Majai. 3aTeM MOTSAHYJA 3a ¢IaxoK.
HecMoTpss Ha BMATHHBI, TOT CO CKPEXETOM IOAHSUICA H
OMYyCTHICS.

SAuMK BrOJHE MOXHO OBUIO 31€Ch M OCTaBUTh. OT mopo-
XKW, Bedylled K XWIbIM JOMaM, €ro 3aropaXXuBajl CTapblil
pXaBblii aBTOMOOWIE, @ BbICOKAsi cyXasi TpaBa CKpbiBaJia €ro
eut€é ayyine. YyTs HaxMypMBLIIMCh, MOHHHM orjsaenach Ino
cropoHaM. [la, oHa BbIOpana caMoe JIydllee MeCTO.

CBeTWIO COJIHIIE, HO Ha BeTpy 6bUIO X0JIoOHO U MOHHM
4YyThb HaKJIOHWIACh Briepén. Pyku 3aMépanu, oHa 3516K0 nose-
Ja rie4aMH. JKakeT, KOTopblii eif Beuzenia Muccuc JIKOHCOH,
He crmacaJ oT X0Jioia, KpOMe TOTo, OH SIBHO ObLI €ii MajioBar.
HaBepHoe, y He€ HUKOrJa He OyaeT Bellel, KoToprie e no-
HacTosiieMy Briopy. Ilo kpaiiHeit Mepe 10 Tex mop, Noka oHa
He 3aKOHYMT LIKOJIy M He HaWAET HacTosylo paborty. Tosb-
KO TOrZa y He€ MOTYT NOSBUTBbCS COOCTBEHHEIE AEHBIU.

Ha MuHyTKy MOHHM npeactaBwia cebs, 4to paboraer
oduiHaHTKoM, Kak Cresua. KoHeyHo, Ta BCE BpeMsl XajloBa-
JIaCh, YTO YyXacCHO GOJIfIT HOTM M LIeJphIX YaeBbIX HUKTO He
na€T. A MoxeT 6bITb, MOHHHM yacTcsl yCTPOUTCS B NEKAPHIO.
HeBouyka rmy6oko B3goxHyna. OHa Tak SIBCTBEHHO OLUIyTHJIA
3anax WIOKOJagHOH IMa3ypH M cOooOHbIX Oymodek. Ho mns
3TOT0 HYXHO OBITb B3pOC/IOi — TMOXOXe, BCE Xopollee
MPOMCXOAHUT TOJILKO CO B3POCJIBIMH.

A 4TO OHa 31ech, coGcTBeHHO, Hdenaer? Benér cebs kak
MaJleHbKas ITymnas AeBoyka. MOHHM yXe cobupanach yoparb
dnomacTep B KapMaH ¥ XOPOLIEHBKO HamNoAAaTh SIUMK HO-
roii, HO YTO-TO €€ BCE-TaKH yIepXaJlo.
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CrpaHHOE JAeJo, C caMOro BYepallHEro AHs, Korja OHa
OOHapyXWia 3TOT SIIMK, €€ He MOKUAAIO YyBCTBO, YTO OH
NpeICTaBIsieT ISl Heé OoNblUIYI0 LIEHHOCTh, XOTS O KAaKOM
LIEHHOCTH MOXeET MATH peyb, €CJIM Ha BCEM OEJIOM CBETE HET
HH €IHHOIO YeJIoBeKa, KTO Obl MOr NpHCIaTh NMUCBMO €M,
Mouuu Ourrc. Jlaxe He MUCBMO, XOTh KAKOH-HUOYIb HHU-
K4YEMHBII npocniekT. OHa 6bU1a ofHA-OMUHEIIEHbKA. MOHHH
moJyMaljia, 4TO €CJIM OHa MpPOCTO BCTAHET ceHyac M YHIET
Kylda-HMOyIb C 3TOi CBaJIKH, TO HUKTO OCOOEHHO He Oyner
BOJIHOBATbCS.

O, Mucc Punep — Ta HekoTOpoe BpeMsi OyneT NpHUXOAHUTD
K JIXOHCOHaM M CIpaliuBaTh, Kyaa mnoaeBajlach MOHHH
®urrc. Ho ckopee Bcero, oHa Tosibko obpanyercs. Jliobas Ha
e€ MecTe C paJdocThio H30aBwiIach 6b1 OT TAKOH OEBSTH-, HET,
yX€ CKOPO JIECATHIIETHEH 1€eBOYKH, YCNEeBLIIE CMEHUTD CTOJIb-
KO NMPHUEMHBIX poauresieil, Kak MOHHH.

A JIXXOHCOHBI — 4YTO X, Y HHX ell€ ecTh 3ToT buM Pocc n
ux goybr Crejia, KOTOPYI0O OHM BCE BpeMsl CTaBAT B NMpHUMeEp.

«Crejuta .Bcerga XOpoLIO Yy4YWIachb — B TBOEM BO3pacTe
Crenna HUKorma 3toro He genana — Cremwna..» MoHHH
cobpajia BO pTy nmoGoJiblile CIOHBI U KaK CJIeayeT CIUTIOHYA.
OHa xoTeNa NMonacTh B NMOYTOBBIH SILIMK, HO NMPOMaXHYJach,
H IUIEBOK TIOBHC Ha 3acoxuleM cTebie.

Bynb y He€ meHbru, oHa OBl cOexana oTciola, YeCTHOE
cjoBo, cbexana Obl!

Tak moyeMy Xe OHa CHOMT 3leCh M AyMaeT O TIOYTE,
KOTOPYIO €ii HMKoraa He noiay4uTb? OHa yXe He MajleHbKasl
leBOYKa, 4YTOOBl HalesATbCs Ha NepeMeHBl K nydyiiemy. He
Takasi OHa QypodYKa.

A caMa NpHHsUIach TEM BpeMEHEM YCEpOHO BBIBOIHTb Ha
silMKe OyKBBI:

«M-0-H-H-m».

Mecta s ¢aMWINM OCTaBaJIoCh Majio, TIO3TOMY OJHA
6ykBa «T» OoKa3ayach YyTh HMXE JPYTOii:

«@-U-T-T-C».

OHa cTapanach HE BBIXOAMTb 3a 3BE3NOYKH, M KpacCHELIE
O6ykBbl Ha OnegHO-TWIOBOM ¢oHe OBUIM XOpOLIO BHAHBEI.
MoHHH omoxuia ¢proMactep U norsHyna 3a ¢axok. Te-
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nepb OH ObUT MOAHAT. 3aTeM AeBOYKa JOCTA/Ia M3-3a Ma3yxu
CJIOXEHHBIH JIMCTOK OyMarw.

KoHe4yHO, He OBUIO HHKAKOi BO3MOXHOCTH AOCTaTh Ha-
cTosLIy10 NMUcyylo OyMary. OHu 6bl CTaJIM CIIpalliuBaTh, 3a4€M
OHa eif HyxHa. Tak yto MoHHHM BbIpBaJia U3 CBO€# LIKOJIbHOM
TeTpaAM TNOCJHEIHMI JIMCT, 3aBEpPHYNa €ro B KOPUYHEBYIO
6yMary — ocTaTKu OyMaXHO#H CYMKH — CJIOXWIa NOMoJjiaM H
elll€é pa3 MomnojiaM M 3aKjeWwla JIMIIKOM JIEHTOM.

U Teneps OHa cXHMMala MHCLMO B pyKe, BCE elE€ He
pelInB, He CKOMKAThb JIM MU He BHIOPOCHTH JiM ero. [nynoctu
BCE 3TO, CIUIOLIHOE pebsS4ecTBo...

Eii He3aueM ObUIO NEepeYUThIBATh MHCBMO — OHA 3HAJIA €70
Hau3ycTb. MOHHM TaK JOJI0O NMpOBO3WIACh C 3THM IOCJAHHU-
eM, TIOTOMY YTO TNHcCaJla He OYeHb XOPOLUO, XOTS YHTaTh
mobuna. IIpaBma, wyalne Bcero el momnagajJuch KOMMKCHI.
OnvH M3 KOMHKCOB H HAaBEJI €€ Ha MBIC/Ib O IHChME.

«MeHs 30ByT MoHHH OUTTC, U 5 XO4y MOJYYUTh MMTHCHMO.
Hacrtosiiuee mucbMo, agpecoBaHHOe UMEHHO MHe, MOHHH
@urrc».

Jly4iie BHIKMHYTB €ro. YTo 3a IJIyrmocTh — HUKTO Belb HE
Hai{I€ET 3TOT MOYTOBbIN SLIMK...

Ho pyku MoHHH JAelicTBoBaIM KaK Obl caMH mo cebe.
Kopu4yHeBLIif CBEPTOK HcYe3 B ALIHKE U OHAa GBICTPO 3axJIon-
HyJla KpbIIIKY. OIHAKO HeAOCTaTOYHO OBICTPO.

— Oit, MOHHH, YTO 3TO THI TYT AeJiaclub?

MOHHHU pa3BepHy/lach CIHHHON K SILIUKY M BCTpeTWIA
HENpPOIIEHHOIO TOCTA CaMO# HENpPHUSATHOM U3 CBOMX YXMbI-
JIOK.

— He T1BOé pmeno, buM, — OHa yXe NPHUIOTOBWIACH
Lapanarbcs, ecii oH Opocurcs B apaky. Hy Hago Xe, Takoe
HeBe3eHMe! HaBepHoe, OH e€ BbiceaWI.

— YT0 3TO TaM y Te6s? — ManbyMK noaobpaicst nooarxe,
He CIycKasi C He€ HaCTOPOXEHHOIO B3risaa. Y HUX yXxe 6buU1o
HECKOJIBKO CTbIY€K, H OH 3HaJl, YTO ecId MOHHHU JOBECTH,
OHa Aep€tcs He xyxe Matra [Ipunria.

— Teb6s He KacaeTcsi, — MoHHH 60sU1ach NOUIEBENbHYThb-
csg. Crour BuMy yBHAETh NMOYTOBLIHA SIIUK, MHUIIM MPOMAJO.
OH cTaHeT e€ Npa3HUTh, Aa el BceM pa3boraceT.
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— Tebsa ummer mMama [IxoHcoH. OHa xo4yeT, YTOOBI Thbl
CXOAWia B MarasuH.

W ManpyuilKa MOMNBITAICS NPOABHHYTLCA BJIEBO, YTOOLI
YBHICTB, YTO OHAa TaK CTapaTeJIbHO 3aropaXMBaeT OT Hero.

— He BpH, — cnokoiiHo oTBeTwia MoHHH. — OHa
6oJplle HE NMPOCHT MEHS... — M IMOKpacHeja, NOHAB, YTO
YyTh HE NMPOroBopwiack. BoT 4To 3HAYHUT S3BIK 6€3 KocTeM.

— KoneyHo, OHa Gonbllle He MochUIaeT TeOsI B MarasuH,
MOTOMY YTO ThI IIPHCBOWIA cebe cnayy, — BUM yXMBUIbHYI-
cd. — HyxHo Xe 6bUIO CMOPO3UTH TaKylo DIynocTb. Kynuth
Ha 3TH JeHbI' OAHKY KOLIAYbMX KOHCEPBOB M IOMNACTbCSA Ha
ma3a Po3u, Kak pa3 Koraa Thl KOpMHJIA 3Ty CTapylo YJIM4-
HYIO...

— Y Heé poawinch KOTSTa — § CJbIlIaA, KAK OHHU MULIAT.
A B MYCOpPHBIX 0OakKaxX IUId He€ HHYEro He HallIoCh, — M
cHoBa MOHHHM cKazana, He noayMaB. Takue Belin bumy He
OOBSICHHULID.

— Kouk# B cY€T He MAYT, — MajJb4YMILIKA 3aCMESUICH. —
Tak 4yTo 3TO THI TaM npsiyelIb?

H oH 6pocwics Brnepén, TaKk CWIbHO yIapHMB B €€ IUIeYO,
yTo MOHHM mNoTepsUla paBHOBECHE W ynajia, a OH CMOT
YBUIETDb NMOYTOBBLII SIIMK.

Ho K eé 6onplioMy ynupieHHI0 buM He 3acMmesica. Hao-
60poT, OH KaK-TO CTPAaHHO CMOTpeEJ Ha €€ HaXOAKy, H y Hero
O6bUI0 TaKOe BBIpaXEHHE JIMIAa — HHUYEro MogoOHOro noka
MOHHH BHAETh He NPUXOAHIOCh. BUM ObLLI XyaBIM MaJIbYMLII-
KOl C KOMHOM CBETJIBIX CaJbHBIX Bojoc. OHH BbIGMBATHCH
HU3-nof mo6o# kenku. JIMuo y Hero Bceraa ObUIO IPSI3HBIM.
CeronHs rpsi3b Jiexana Jaxe Ha BepxHeil rybe, 6yaTo ycuxku
npobuBanMch, a HOC MOKpacHe]l. BUM MOCTOSHHO HIMBbIra,
BHAHO OISATH 30OPOBO NMPOCTYAWICS.

— [loytoBHIii SIIMK...

Haxe nnsa buma 3aMedaHue 6bpUIOo CMUIKOM DIynbiM. W
TaK SICHO, YTO 3TO TaKoe.

— Taxux Hurae 6onblie HET... — Ka3aJloCh, OH pa3roBapH-
BaeT caM ¢ coboif, AyMaeT BCIyX.

— Kak oH cloga nonan?

MoOHHH noxana Iie4yaMu.
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— Orkyna MHe 3HaTh? KTO-TO mpMTaimun ero u Gpocmn
30€ech, Ha CBAJIKE.

buM He crtan Tporath AuMK. OH ycencs Ha KOPTOYKH
HenoJanéKy oT MOHHH M NPHHSICA €ro pa3risiAbiBaTh.

— Kakas cTpaHHas 1UTYKa, — 3aMETHI OH, TaK HH K KOMY
M He obpamasice. — Takoit cTpaHHBINH LIBET — He KPaCHBII,
He cMHMii. U He... A 3T0 4YTO Takoe? — OH TMOKa3aJd Ha
3B€30104YKH. — [ne aMmwius, HoMep AOMa, WIH YTO TaM ellué
JOJDKHO OBbITH?

— Huyero HeT — TOJNBKO 3BE3MNOYKH, — MOHHH TPYIHO
6bU10 pa3obOparbhcsl B CBOMX 4yBCcTBaX. Eif Oonblue He xoTe-
Joch apathes ¢ buMoM, 4TOGBI 3alMTHTL CBO# cekper. U
BOBCE OH HajJ Heil He cMesuics. [loxoxe, OH 3aHHTepecoBaJICs
HE MEeHblle e€.

— 3nmech TBOE UMs. 3ayeM Thl ero Hamucana?

— IloyeMy 6B MHE M He HamMcaTh? — OrpbI3HYJIACh OHA.
— Crapulii-npecrapelii pa3OouThIii NMOYTOBBIH SIIUK. Ecim
MHeE XO4YeTCcsl HalHCcaTh Ha HEM CBOE MM — KTO MHe 3arpe-
TUT?

OnHa oxmupana, yro BHM, KaK Bcerma, CKaxXeT Kakylo-
HHUOYAb ralocTh, OAHAKO K elI€ GoNblleMy €€ YIUBICHHIO OH
HEKOTopoe BpeMs IMOMOJYaJl, a MOTOM NMpoGOpMOTAl.

— H¥u oauH noyTanboH HE CTAHET HCKATD 3€Ch MOYTOBBIM
SALIMK.

— 51 3Haio0!

BuM BbITEp pyKOIi HOC, OT Yero ychl CTIM ellé YepHee U
LIMBITHY.

— Ho 310 Beab He oObIYeBlii SAIIMK. A YTO, €CJIH B HEM
NpsSIYyT AOHeCeHUsA — KakK KanutaH Hopekc?

— Kanuran Hopexkc, — ¢ppipkHyna MoHHH, — 3TO Xe Bcé
BbIOIYMKH. Takoe ObIBaeT JMIIL B KHHO M B 3THX DIYMbIX
KOMHKCaXx.

buM MensieHHO mokavan roJIoBO¥.

— Ortkyna 1ol 3Haeub? Sl HUKoOraa He CIbILIAI O JIMJIOBBIX
MOYTOBBIX SALIMKAX CO 3BE3A04KaMH. CIOPHM, H Thl HUKOTIA
He cabinana. OH 3xech He ripocto Tak. M 1 — s cobupaloch
BO BCEM pa3oOpaThcs!

U TyT, npexne yeM MOHHH cMomIa eMy NoMeliaTb, OH
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cxBatTwi ¢oMacrep, KOTOpHIii OHa OCTaBWIA Ha 3emie, H
ellé bosiee KOPSIBBIMH, YeM y He€, OyKBaMM BLIBEJ Ha SILIUKE:

«b-u-M P-o-c-c».

MoHHHM spocTHO HabGpocwiach Ha Manb4HMIOKy. OnHako
buMm 6b1 roToB K Hanagenuio. He Boimyckas ¢ioMacrep u3
PYK, OH Pe3KO OTKJIOHWICSI Ha3all, IpobeXan Ha YeTBEpEHb-
KaX, OTNHMXHMBAasCh, KOTAa OHAa IBITAJIaCh €ro CXBaTHTh, a
0KAa3aBIIMCh 33 MpopXaBeBllled MAllHWHOM, BCTal Ha HOTH H
nobexa. o

BuMy He cocTaBisUio GoJbLIOrO Tpyaa neperHathb e€. Cob-
CTBEHHO, OH MOT IeperHaThb INOYTH JI00oro M3 pebsAT B MX
KBapTasie. JIpy3eit y Hero 6bUIO He Gonblie, 4eM Yy He€, M
MoHHH 3Hana, yTo MaTT IIpHHI ABAXIObI YCTpauBal eMy
B30YYKy, TTPOCTO TaK, YTOOLI He Meulajcs MoJ HOTaMH.

MOHHHM MENJIEHHO BO3BpaTWIach K IOYTOBOMY SIUMKY.
Ero uMs teneps He coTpéuib. 3aT0, MO KpaiiHeH Mepe, OH He
OTKpLLI AIMK M He YBHIIEN €€ mMUCbMO. BepHéTcsa 1 oH ewe?
MOHHH NOTSIHY/A KPHILIKY Ha ce6s. JIyyine 3a6paTh nucbMoO.
Torma BUM He cMoXeT MOKAa3bIBaThb €r0 BCEM MNOAPSN H
ZeNaTh U3 Heé MOoCMELIHLIE.

Tonbko BOT YyeM cwibHee OeBOYKA TSHYJIA, TEM IUIOTHee
3aKpbiBajIach Kpbilika. Hy 4yTo Xe, eclM OHa He MOXET
OTKPHITh SAIOMK, TO H BHMy 3TO He ymactcsi. MoXeT ObITb,
Nno3Xe OHa BEPHETCS C OTBEPTKOM M BCKPOET €ro.

W BHOBb SAIMK NPOSIBWI ceOs yOIUBHUTENIbHbBIM 0Opa3zoM —
3BE3I0YKH KaK OyATO CTAIM sipye H caMH coboii 3aCBETHIHCD.
MOHHM 3axoTeNloch OOTPOHYTBCS OO OOHOM M3 HHX, HO
CHSIHHE CTAJI0 TAKMM HEOOBLIYHBLIM, YTO OHA NMPOCTO He Moc-
Mena.

OHa Bcrana u orsiAenack. bum 6su1 npap. LUK HHKTO He
YBHAMT — pa3Be YTO OyneT 3HaTh, Ile ero McKaTb. Tak 4To
He3ayeM 3ech 6onrarbess. OHa €ell€ ycreeT ero OTKphITh.

JleBoYKka MpOTHCHYNIach MMMO pa3OUTON MAaLUIMHBI M BBI-
6pasack Ha pacTpecKaBIUMMHCS TpoTyap. 3aech 4ydOM
COXpaHWICSl KycodeK cTapoi ynuubl. PaHblue 3mech cTOSUTH
noMa. Yacth 1OMOB CHECJIH, WIH OHH CaMH Pa3BaJIMJINCh, U
clolla CTaJd CBO3MTb BCSYeCKHii XinaM. Booblue-to 3apech
cobHUpauch NOCTPOMTh HOBBIE JOMA, HO TO JIM A€HbIH KOH-
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YWIHCB,.TO JIH €l YTO-TO CIYYIIOCh, KOpOY€e, CBAIKA 31€Ch
yXe MHOrue roabl, Mo KpaiiHeit Mepe MuccHc JIXXOHCOH
HUYEro ApPyroro NpUIIOMHHUTb HE MOXET.

M noMHMo Bcero npodero 3nech HMeJICd OJHH 0COOEHHBIH
yronok. Ilocpenu crapoii yiauubl, KaK pa3 HanpoTHB TOTO
MecTa, e ceMyac JieXaa NOYTOBbIM SIIMK, CTOSUIO CTapoe
nepeBsiHHoe 3naHMe. Koraa-to 3to 6s11 MarasuH. Ero okHa
Tenepb ObUIM pa3OMThl, NepeBSIHHbIE HAIWYHMKH COPBAaHBI.
Ho caMoe HHTepecHOe HaYHHAJIOCh 3a Mara3MHOM.

Tam cTosn nom. MOHHH caMa ero Haluia ¥ ObUIa yBepeHa,
yTO GOJIbllIE O HEM HUKTO HE 3HAeT. A TOT, KTO 3HaJ, JaBHO
3a6bU1. B oT/IMYMeE OT OCTANBHBIX MONYpa3pyLIEHHBIX 3AaHHI
CTapoii yIMLbl 3TOT AOM OBUI NMOCTPOEH He M3 JepeBa. Ero
CTeHbl OBUIH CJIOXEHBI U3 GOJIBIIUX KAMHEH, pa3HOH BeJIHYM-
Hbl ¥ GOpMBI, OTHAKO NMPHUTrHAHHBIX APYT K APYTY TaK IUIOTHO,
YTO [JaXe Tenepb BBINAJIO BCEro JIMLIb HECKOJbKO IUTYK.

KoHe4yHo, Kpbilla HAllOJIOBUHY CTHWIA, MOTOMY YTO OHa-
TO 6bUIA U3 AepeBa, a B noiy 3usuii Abipel. Ho MoHHM 3Hana,
rae OHH HaxoAsATcs ¥ OJIM3KO K HUM He noaxoawia. bosbiie
BCEro €€ Mopa3swio TO, YTO JAOM OKA3aICS TaKOi MaJleHbKHMH,
6yATO ero CTPOWIH He IJIsi B3POCHbIX, a 1A Acteii. U cTosn
OH 3[leCh O4Ye€Hb, OYEHb MOJITO.

B Hém Obutla Bcero ogHa OoJyibllasi KOMHaTa, HO BIOJIb
ONHOM H3 CTeH ilUla JIECTHHLIA, KOTOpasd HHKyJa He BeJia.
JleBouka peuinia, YTo HaBepXy ToXe ObUIa KOMHaTa, a ceifyac
OT He€ HMYEro He OCTaJIOCh.

Bonsburyio yacTb OIHOM M3 CTEH 3aHMMaJl OTPOMHBIN oyar,
B HEM JaXe COXpaHWICS oOpBIBOK pXaBoii uenu. HaBepHoe,
JIOAH, KOTOpble 3[€Ch XWIH, BellaJIM Ha Lienb KOTEJIOK M
TOTOBWIH cebe ey Ha OTHe, a He Ha IUIMTe.

JleroM BOKpyr njoMa GYHHO pOCJIM LIBETHI CO- CTPAHHLIMH
JIMCTBSAMH H elli€ Gojiee CTpaHHBIM 3amnaxoM. Hekotoprle u3
HHUX NaXJId o4YeHb NMPHUATHO, MOHHM pacTHpala NajlbLiAMH
JienecTKH M Babixana ux apoMaT. Ho Teneps Bce OHM OTIIBEIH
H BBICOXJIH.

H 4ro-TO el€ ObUIO CBSA3aHO C JOMOM, TOJIBKO OHA HMKAK
HE MOIJIa BCTIOMHHTb, YTO HMEHHO. OIS A€ BUIKCh TTIO CTOPO-
HaM M yOeaUBILIHCH, YTO 33 HEil HUKTO He CJeauT — OoJblie
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BCEro oHa onacanack buMa, — MoOHHH ObICTPO HanpaBHIach
K aoMy. Yrto xe 310 6BU10? OHA TOYHO BHUAENA 31€Ch YTO-TO
BaXHoe, HO YTO?

JleBouka cTapanach CTynaTh KaK MOXHO ocTopoxHee. Oyar!
KoHeyHo, YyTOo-TO CBsA3aHHoe ¢ ovyaroM! Ho B momympake
KOMHaTbl MOXHO OBUIO pasmisigeTb JMiOb Lelb, Oonblie
HHUYEro. ?

MOHHH Naxe MOMBITAIACH 3aIVIIHYTh B AbIMoxod. Ho Tam
0KAa3aJIoCh TaK TEMHO M TPSA3HO, YTO €H CTaJ0 CTPAalIHOBAaTO,
Kak OyATO OHa IpOCYHyJIa TIoJIOBY B KIETKY, a Ta MoOIJa
3aXJIONMHYThCHA Y HEE 32 CITUHOM.

W Tonbko oToMASA OT OoT4Yara OHd& HAaKOHElLl BCIIOMHWIA.
Ouar 6b1 TOXE CJIOXEH U3 GONBLIMX KAMHEH, U Ha OTHOM M3
HHX OHa BHJie€Jia BBITPAaBHPOBAaHHbIE 3BE3J0YKH, NOYTH Hepas-
JIMYMMBIE MOJ CJIOEM MBUIH M OCBINABLIEHCS C MOTOIKA TPYXH.
BTO TOYHO ObUIM OHM!

MOoHHH BCTalla Ha LBINOYKH M OYMCTIWIA OAHY M3 3BE3NO-
YyeK oT nbuti. OHa He omMb6aach.

OT10 AEHCTBUTENBHO 3BE3N04YKH! MOHHHU MeIUIEeHHO Tepe-
cuuTtana ux. U anecp 3BE3novek OBUIO ceMb!

ITouToBEII MUK — HeyXeau oH oTciona? BHIsACHUTL 3TO
CTAIO MNpocTO HeobxoauMo. OT HEM3BECTHOCTH €il Jaxe
CTaJIO KaK-TO HEXOpOolllo — TaK ObIBaeT, KOraa CMAMINL B
NpPUEMHOM y 3yOHOro Bpaya (HM4YEro Xyxe 3yOHOro Bpaya
MOHHH NpHAYMaTh HE CMOIVIa) ¥ 3Haelllb TOJILKO OAHO: Tebs
XIET YTO-TO yXacHoe!

Eii crano crpamiHo. He3ayeM, He3ayeM ObUIO OMyCKAThL TO
nucsMo!

MoHHH 6pocuiachk Ha3all, Ha ToJie CBAJIKH, CTPEMMTEILHO
o0orsyna pa3ouryio MaumHy... Ho yro 3to?

®naxoK, KOTOpHIii OHAa TaK CTapaTeJIbHO MOAHMMAJIA, GBLT
onymeH! HabepHoe, 3mech onarh noOwiBan buM. HMckopé-
XEHHasli KpbIlIKa MNOYTOBOIO SIlIMKa TMpuHieraja Temnepb
HEIUIOTHO. MOHHH NpOCYyHyJia maiblbl B 0Opa3oBaBLIYIOCS
LIeJIb U M30 BCeX CHJI pBaHY/Ia KPBILIKY Ha ce0s.

SAwmk 6u1 nmyct. Hy Hudero, naifte eif TonbKo BoOpaThes
no buma! [la ecnu Gbl... MycTb TOJIBKO NMOCMeeT pa3boiTaTh o
MUCbME... MMyCThb TOABKO MonpoodyeT!
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2. ITucomo dns Mornnu

BuM npsitancs 3a pxaBriM asToMo6wieM. JIEXa Ha XHBO-
Te, OH BHAEJ, KaAK MOHHM mnepeceKkia yJIMLy M Mcuye3sa 3a
nomoM. OH JaBHO 3HaJl, YTO OHA Tyla XOAMT, K TOMY CTapoMy
KaMeHHOMY OOMHKY. OH OBaXIhl IBITAICS BBISICHHTb, YTO
OHa TaM [eJIaeT, U THXOHLKO IpoOHMpasicad 3a Heil ciemoM.
OnHako OHa MpOCTO cHAeNa WIH CTOSUIa TaM, M JIMLO y Heé
OBUIO TaKOE HEMPOHHULIAeMoe, KaK OyATo OHa AyMalia O YéM-
TO O4YEHb BAXXHOM — BOT M BCE, YTO €MY YAAlIOCh YCTAHOBHUTb.

OH Bcerga 3Haj, Korga MOHHM AyMaeT O YEM-TO CBOEM.
JeBouyka Kak-To 0cobGeHHO 1ypwia riasa, a poT NpeBpalna-
cs B MpAMYIO JIMHMIO. MeXny rycThIX 4YEpHBIX OpoBeii
nosiB/IsUIach cepauTas ckianka. ITo npaeae roBops, MoHHH
3aMHTEPECOBAJIa €ro ¢ TONO caMOro JHs, Korma Mucc Puaep
npuBena e€ K JXKoHcoHaM, TpU Mecslia TOMY Ha3zal.

OHa Obula KpenKHM OpeLIKOM, IO-CBoeMy He clabee
Mbstra IlpuHria, napoM yro geBoyka. HeBo3aMoxHo 6bulO
yraaaTb, 0 4Y4€M OHAa AYMAeT M H3-3a Yero BAPYT 3aBONMT H
noJjie3eT B APaKy.

buM nepeBepHyncs Ha cniuHy. [To HeOy mubUIM He Genble
o6y1aKa, KaK MOKAa3bIBAlOT B TejleWibMax, a KIyObl 4ero-To
ceporo, NMoxoxero Ha AbiM. Y JIXXOHCOHOB OBUIO He TaK yX
miaoxo. KopMuianm xopoulo M He pyrajiicb — TIOYTH He
pyramch. Ho eMy 6bU10 OIHHOKO — OCOGEHHO € TeX Nop,
KaK CTalo SICHO, YTO OT IIaku M3Tra HyXHO AepXaThcs
noaanbiue. /I HUX OH HUKOTAA He CTaHET CBOUM, KaK HH
cTaparics.

Tak yTo GOJNBLIYIO YacTb CBOGOJHOTO BpeMEHH OH ObLl
npenocTarieH caMoMmy cebe. UMeHHO moatoMy buMm M ctan
cneauts 3a MoHHHU. [Toxoxe, oHa-TO Bceraa 3Hala, 4yTo OyaeT
IenaTh WIH Ky#a NMOMAET.

OnHako, 4To 3To 3a MoYToBbIi AIUK? [ToyToBLINH ALMK
YCTAaHaBJIMBAIOT, KOrga XAYT NMuceM. buM cran aymarb o
nucbMax. OgHaXabsl OH MOJMYYWI OTKPBITKY, €€ mocian X3HK
Brionc. 'ona aBa Hazag X3HKy y#aslioch ChE3OMTh B JIETHHIA
nareps. HaBepHoe, OH U nocnan-T1o €€ TONBKO 3aTeM, YTOObI
JloKa3aTb, YTO CMOT NMoObiBaTh B Jarepe. O Takoi noe3ake
BuMy ocTaBasoch TOJILKO MeYTaTh.
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Ho oTkyna B3g9TbcA NMHCbMaM, €CJIM NOYTOBBIN SALIMK BECh
MOOHUT M CTOMT Ha cBasKe? A MoxeT, MOHHH BXOAUT B GaHOy
— 6aHIy LINMMOHOB, OCTABRISAIOLIMX APYT APYTY AOHECEHHs?

Bum ax cen. TaiiHplit noyroBelii AMK! /la, HO ecnu Bcé
JIEpXHUTCS B CEKpeTe, MoyeMy Torna MoHHM HanMcana Ha HEM
cBoé UMs? CBo€ MMA... A OH CBOE pa3Be He Hamucan?

BuMy BapYT cTano XonoAHO, OH Jaxe Moéxwics. Ero nms
TOXe€ HAaNHCAaHO Ha NOYTOBOM SILIUKE, MPOYECTh €r0 CMOXET
mo6oif, 1 ecni MOHHHU LUIMHOHKA WIM YTO-HUOYyAb B 3TOM
pole, TOraa Te, ¢ KeM OHa paboTaeT — WIM Ha KOro OoHa
paboTraer, — Ha4YHYT McKaTb ero, buma Pocca!

BuM BBICKOYMI H3-3a MalIMHBI. [ToYTOBBIN SALIKMK ObLT Ha
MecTe, 06JIOMKM KHpNHYeH BOKPYT CTOJIOMKA HEe JAaBaJIH €My
ynacTs. Pnaxok 6bU1 NoAHAT. U SpKUMHU — CIIMIIKOM SIpKH-
MM — OykBaMHM Ha ero OOKY KpacOBaJIMChb MX HWMeHa. bum
BbIpBaJ Ny4YOK CyXOii TpaBbl M HayaJl ycEpAHO CTHPaTh CBOE
uMa. Ho Hu oaHa OykBa Jaxe He cMa3anach.

Y1o Xe MoHHHM nonoxwia B saiuk? BeiTh Moxer, eciu
€My ymacTtcs BCE BBIICHUTD — M JOCTaThb [JOHECEHHE H3
AlIMKa, — OH CMOXeT AoroBoputhcsa ¢ GaHmoi? OH Haval
M30 BCeX CHMJI MépraTh KpBILWIKY, HO Ta He IMoaaaBajiach, KakK
OyaTo SAIIMK ObUT 3amepT. A MOXET, OH JeHCTBHTEIbHO
3anepT, ¥ TOJILKO MOHHH 3HaeT, KaK €ro OTKPbITh?

BuM obGepHyncss. MOHHHM He OBUIO BHUAHO, HO Ha YJIMLE
NosIBWIaCh KOMaHJa pebar — To 6sU1 MATT co cBoeit 1iaii-
koii. He xBaTaso TONMBKO OBITb 3aCTMTHYTBIM BpacIUIOX Ha
3TOM MNycCThIpe, noaymMaa bum.

OH nons3koM goOpasicsd A0 pa30MTOH MalIMHBI M, OKa3aB-
LINCh MOJ €€ 3allMTOM, BCTaJ HAa HOTM U mnoOexan.
OcTaHOBWICS OH TOJILKO B Nolbe3le AoMa, Iae XWiH JXoH-
COHbl, M TaM MNPHCJIOHMJICSH K TIPA3ZHOH, MNOKPHITOH
BCEBO3MOXHBIMH HAAMHCSIMH CTEHE, YTOOBI MEPEBECTH AYX.

BeuyepoM OH mpoaokan yKpaakoi HabmoaaTb 32 MoHHH.
Tak 4TO Xe OHa MoJIOXWIa B ALIMK, U 3adeM? MHoraa oH u
caM JIOBWI Ha ceGe cepAuThbie B3IVIsLAbI J€BOYKM, KaK OyaTo
OHa YyHMTajla ero MbicaM. bUM oTmpaBwicsi cmath TaKk paHo,
410 MHCCHC JIXKOHCOH pelmiwia, YTo OH 3abojyen, W 3auuia K
HeMy B KOMHAaTy, YTOObl NMOMEPHUTb TeMIleparypy. 3aTo OT
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MOHHHM ero Teneph OTACH KOpMOOP. A Koraa MHCCHC
JXoHCOH yuuta, BuM BcTan U NpHABHHYJ K ABEPH YEMOJaH.

IIpocTo OH He XoTen HeoxHaaHHocTei. Cama MbICIb O
MOYTOBOM SILIMKE BIOHsUIA €ro B APOXb, KaK Oyatro Marr
nomxuaan ero 3a ymioM. [loxanyi, MOYTOBLIH SILIHUK ObUI
Jlaxe cTpallHee, IOTOMY YTO BUM TOYHO 3HaJl, 4TO CIY4YHTCH,
€ClIH ero mnoiiMaeT MSTT, a BOT YTO KacaeTcsl IOYTOBOIO
SILIMKA, HA KOTOPOM OH Kak MNOCJIeAHHIH IypaK Hamucal CBoé
HMsl, TO OH HE MOT JJaXe MNMpeAnoJoXHTb, KTO Tyaa NMpHIET!

MoHHH JNexasa B cBoei moctenn. KpoBaTh O6bU1a OBYXb-
ApycHoii: MOHHM 3aHHMaJa BepxHee MecTo, a Ctejula — OHa
MpHLLUIA N03Xe — craja BHM3y. O6s14HO MOHHM yAaBaloch
3aCHYTb, AyMas o qoMHKe. OHa Hayasna O HEM OymaTh, €l
XuBs B ceMbe PeHdpy, a 310 6BUIO YXEe naBHO, MOHHH ObU1a
TOra COBCEM MAJIEHBKOM.

Bcé Hadanoch ¢ Toro, uro [Iatcn PaHdpy B3sia e€ ¢ coboi
B OMOJIMOTEKY Ha OETCKHE YTeHHsl, U OMOMHOTEeKapila noka-
3aJ1a UMM OHY KHMTY. TaM ObUIM TOJILKO KADTHHKH — TEKCTa
He ObUIO COBCEM — H KHIDKKA 0KAa3ajlach OYEeHb HEOOBIYHOM,
NMOTOMY 4YTO KaXxpaasl CTpaHHLIA TaM ObUla mojejieHa HaaBoe.
[lepeBopaunBaelllb CTpaHHLY, H MOJKAPTHHKH MEHseTcs.

HMeHHO Tornza MOHHHM BrnepBble nmomnaida B Geay. OHa
JIOXIaJlach TOro MOMEHTa, Koraa 6MOIHoTeKaplla MojloxXxuia
KHHMTY Ha CTOJ, CXBaTWia €€ M CNpsTaja Mold MNajbTo. A
muccuc PeHdpy — Ta Torma coBceM B3GeneHwnach. OOHapy-
XMB KHHUIY, OHa TYT Xe oTBeJla MoOHHH B OMOMHOTEKY.
bu6nnoTekapiua neirasach o6bICHUTL MUcCHC PeHdpy, uTo
CYLIECTBYIOT KAPTOYKHM H KHHTY MOXHO B3sTh 1oMo#i. Ho oHa
JilaXxe CJIyllaTh He 3aXOTejia M HHKOraa GoJibliie He MO3BoJisia
II>Tcu 6patb MoHHM B 6MGaHOTEKY. Bonee Toro, oHa no3so-
HWia MHcc Punep  ckasana, 4YTo He MOTEPIUT B CBOEM JOMe
BOPOBKY.

Tax MoHHH nonaia Kk 366orcaM. Ho Hx He HHTepecoBaIn
6ubauoTeKH, Aa M nMpobbula Y HUX MOHHM cOBceM HeAoJro,
noka He 3aboyiena MaMa MHccHc D66oTc. OHa mepeexaia K
HHUM XWTb, U 111 MOHHH MecTa yXe He Hauuloch. [Toatomy
MoHHH nonaina K JIsioncaM H... — Aa YTO 06 3TOM rOBOPHTS.
OHa HHrIe NoNoJry He 3alepXHBaJach.

179



Bcé neno 6n10 B AOMHKE M3 3TOM KHMXKH. MOHHH B
mo6oii MOMEHT Moma 3aKphiTh IVla3a M NpeNCcTaBHTh cebe
JOMMK M BCE T€ U3MEHEHHMS, YTO MPOMCXOAWIH C HUM, KOraa
nepeauCcThIBaellb CTpaHHLbl. Eif Bceraa Ka3aioch, 4YTo JOMHK
Hactosilumii. M neBouka Hamesnach, YTo Korga-HMOyab oHa
HaWAET ero, BOMAOET BHYTPb, XOPOLIEHBKO 3aKpoeT 3a coboit
IBepb U HaKOHell OYYTHTCS B OezonacHocTH. U MoxeT ObITh
el HMKorma Gonblile He MpPHAETCS Tepee3XaTh C MecTa Ha
MecTo. MBICJIEHHO OHa OOCTaRIIsIa KaXIyl0 KOMHATy — Kle
Kakoil cTyn mnoctaBuTb. OOBIYMHO OHa 3achilajia, HE YCIEB
paccTaBUTh Mebesib Jaxe B NOCTHHOIA.

A notoM MoHHM nepeexana ciofa M HallUla 3TOT KaMeH-
HBIi oM. OH oKa3ajicsi HacTOJNbKO IOXOX Ha AOMMK H3
KHMXKH, YTO TTIOHAYaJTy OHa NMPOCTO HCHyranack. 3aTo Teneps
TOT I0OM, O KOTOPOM OHa AyMaJjia nepel CHOM, ObUT MOXOX H
Ha HACTOSILIMI, U Ha JIOMHK M3 KHIXXKH, HO OH el HHKoraa
HE CHWICH,

A ceronHs...

JleBouka naxe He cibllnasa, Kak npuuuia Crena. U B
BbIIyMAHHOM [JOMMKE OHA He Oobpajiach AaXe OO odvara.
BMecTo 3TOrO...

BbUTO TEMHO H XOJIOAHO, H OHAa He 3HaJIa, Ilie HaXOMHTCS.
E€ okpyxaiu cTpaHHble TeHH. MOHHM cTOsUIa HEMOJABHXHO,
NpUOMXAThCS K 3THM TeHSM el BoBce He XxoTesnoch. OHa
COCpeNOTOYEHHO BCIYLIMBAIACh B THLIHHY, MOYEMY-TO 3TO
Ka3ajoch eii oYyeHb BaXHbIM. Ho OBUIO THXO — CIIHILIKOM
THxo. Eff Tak XoTenoch ycnblllaTh LIYM MAalIMHBI, XOTS1 OBl
OTHANEHHBIN I'YIOK — TOJNILKO YTOObI HAPYLIUTD 3Ty THIIHHY.

OIISTHYBLIKCDH TIO CTOPOHAaM, OHA MOHSUIA, Ie HaXOAUTCS.
Hudero obiiero ¢ e€ BhiiymMaHHBIM goMoM! OHa cTosUla Ha
CBaJIKe, €€ OKPYXaJIU Ipyabl Mycopa. A camasl CTpalllHas Ha
BMI T€Hb, HallOMHHaBlIas 0oJblIIOE XHUBOTHOE, I'OTOBOE B
moboH MOMEHT HaGpOCHTbCS Ha He€, oKaszajach pa3OuToM
MamimHoi. Ho Obuio TaM elé 4ro-1O, ONmXke K Heil H
3HAYUTEJIBHO HHKE — KaKHe-TO CHAIOLIHE TOYKH.

VYBuneB umx, MOHHHM NOYYBCTBOBaJIa ceOsi 3HAYMTENHLHO
aydiie. TeHH yMEHBUIWINCH M GOJbllie He Ka3aJIUCh TAaKMMH
crpaliHBIMH. CBepKalolMX ToyeK ObUIO ceMb — JAEeBOYKE
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yaaoch UX cocyuTaTh. K TOMY Xe 370 6bUTH BOBCE HE TOUKH,
a 3BE30OYKHM — CeMb paCINOJIOXEHHBIX B psia 3BE3goyek!
3BE310YKHM Ha NOYTOBOM AlHKe! OHH CHSUTH KaK HacToslIue,
XOTA ObUIO 06JIaYHO M HACTOSLIHX 3BE3N Ha HebGe MoYTH He
65U10 BUIHO.

W ceromHs 3BE3N0YKM BHIIVIAAENAM KaK-TO MO-APYTOMY.
YeM ponblie MOHHM Ha HUX CMOTpeJia, TeM GoJiblie yoexna-
Jachb B 3TOM. BepxHssi cHsUia sipye BceX — KaK Gonpuioi
aiMa3. MOHHH XOTeJIOCh NMONONWTH W JOTPOHYTHCS IO OTOHb-
Ka, HO HOTH MOYeMY-TO He CJIYLIAJIUCh €€. A MOTOM...

«MoHHu»

Kak xe MoHHH He XoTenoch oT3miBaThcsi! Ho nmpoTtuB eé
BOJIM I1a3a caMHM cob6oif packpsuiick. [IpsiMo Han ronosoit
HaBHcaJl ToToJIoK. Eciii 3a6bITh 006 OCTOPOXHOCTH M CIIHLI-
KOM DE3KO CECTh B MOCTEIH, 3aIIPOCTO MOXHO yaaputhesi. U
yXe HacTynwio yrpo. OHa 3akphUla [1a3a Y TOMbITalach
BEPHYTbCSA K CBOMM HOYHBbIM NMPHUKIIOYEHUSAM — OHH yXe He
KAa3aJIMCh TAKMMM CTPALIHBIMM, — HO 3TO €ifi HE YAAJIOCh.
HacTynuno yrpo noHeaenbHHKA, H €C/IM OHA HEe BCTAHET, He
yMoeTcsl, He OJeHETCA M HE CAENIaeT BCE TO, YTO MOJIOXEHO
JenaTh KAXIbIM TOCKIHBBIM YTPOM, TO MHUCCHC JIXXOHCOH WIH
Crenna Bc€ paBHO €€ 3aCTaBAT.

WU MOHHHM cO B3JOXOM INPHIOTOBWIACH BCTPETHTDb €lLE
OIWH MOHeAEeNbHMK, KOTOPbIi OyaeT HUYYTh He Jiydllle BceX
npeabayinx. OXHAKO Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa HHKAK He MoIlla
3a6bITh CBOM CTpaHHBIA cOH. 1 — OHa B3IIsIHYNa Ha KyXOH-
Hble 4Yachl, — €CJIH OHa TOTOPOMNHTCHA, TO yCHeeT NMPONTH
Yyepe3 MyCTbIpb M CECTh Ha aBTOOYC Ha yIily yJIMLbI AMCTEp-
naM. OHa TaKk HHOraa Jejiaja, 4YToObl HE XOAMUTb BMeCTE C
Bumowm.

buM... OHa BCIOMHWIA, 4YTO SIIKK 6bU1 OTKPHIT. Heyxenn
BuM B35 €€ MMCBMO H CNPSTA/l B ONHOM H3 CBOMX Y4eOHH-
KOB? B 3TOT MOMEHT MaJIb4MK TNOIHSUI IOJIOBY, YBHIEN, YTO
OHa 3a HMM HaOimonaer, U 6bicTpo OTBEN M1a3a. OH c Tako#
MOCTEUIHOCTBIO MOIolall KyKYpy3Hble XJIomnbsl, KaK OyATo
TOXeE XOTeJl YHTH NMOopaHbllie.

Ho ceronHs oHa ero onepeania — U NepBoii oKa3ajiach Ha
mycTbipe. BUM He cMor 3a He#l yBsi3aTbcs, NOTOMY YTO B
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caMBbIii TMOCJIENHUH MOMEHT €ro IOo3Bajld, YTOObI OH B35
3a0BITHIN CBEPTOK C 3aBTPaKOM. MOHHHM cpa3y HalpaBWIach K
NoYTOBOMY ALIMKY. OHa XOTesa CHayasla B3IJISHYTh Ha Hero,
a yXe notoM OexaTb Ha aBTOOYC.

(®naxok 6s1 nogHAT! [leBoyka YAMBIEHHO OITYCTWIACh Ha
KOJIEHH M monépraja 3a Kpblky. Her, HyXHo AeicTBOBaTb
ocTopoxHee. A 4yro, ecnd bor yctpoun eit kakoH-HUOyIb
HeMpHUATHBINA clopnpu3? K ToMy Xe ceromHsi KpbILIKA JIETKO
nmoananach, XOTs BYepa €€ HEBO3MOXHO ObUIO CABMHYTb C
MecTa.

BHyTpH nexano nuckMo! Hacrosimee mucsMo. Ho ckaxu-
Te, KTO KOrfia-HHOYAb CJIbILIAN O JIWIOBLIX KOHBepTax? MoOHHM
CXBaTWIAa €0 M BhITALIMJIA M3 SALIMKA.

OHa He Bepwia CBOMM IM1azaM. Ha KoHBepTe ObUIO HamM-
caHo «Mucc MoHHu Durrc».

Ho u 310 6BUTO emi€é He BcE. B neBoM BepxHeM yriy
cepeOpsAHBIMM OYKBaMH ObUIO BbIBeA€HO ABE CTPOYKHU: «CeMb
qyzmec».

BMecTo MOYTOBON MapKM ClpaBa CBepKaja 3Be3ja —
Takasi Xe cepeOpsiHasA U cusgiolasi, KaK 1 HaATHCh. A €€ UMA
OBUIO HAaMMCAHO KPAaCHBIM, KAK Ha KPBILIKE IMOYTOBOIO SLIHU-
Ka.

buM? HeT, He OH — B 3TOM OHa ObUla yBepeHa. ['ie 6b1 OH
B35l JIWIOBbIHi KOHBEPT, cepeOpAHbIE YepHUIIA, TAKyl0 3Be3-
ny? KoHBepT NeiCTBHUTENBHO INpegHa3HayayIcsl €if, 3T0 He
npoaesxu buma.

MOHHH aKKypaTHO IOJIOXWIAa NMHMCbMO B KapMaH. Ecnu
OHa XO4YeT YCNeTh Ha aBTOOyc, HyXHO cnewintb. Ho oHa
BrepBble MOJYYWIa MUCbMO — HacTosiuee mucbMo. OT 3T0M
MBICJIM € CTajlo TaK TeIUlo, KaK OyaTo Ha Hel ObUIO MO
KpaifHeil Mepe TpHM XakKeTa, OOUH NMoBepX Apyroro. MoHHH
3aKpbUIa NOYTOBBIA SILUMK M NMOCNEUINIA Ha OCTAHOBKY.

Tam yxe crosuthu OHH [leppyn u Bcrep XapT™meH, OHHM
XVXHKAIM M AeJaIM BUI, YTO He 3aMedaloT MoHHH. OnHako
CeroHs 3TO He HCMOpTWIO el HacTpoeHHUs. Ckopee Obl
npuweén aBrodbyc! OHa csaeT Ha nepeAHee CHIEHbe — TaM
OIHO MECTO — M TOIJa CMOXET HaKOHell OTKPbITb KOHBEPT...

Ycepumch no3aau BoauTensa, Muctrepa Yambepca, MoHHH
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OCTOPOXHO BbIyAWJa MHChbMO M3 KapMaHa M mojajach He-
MHOIO BMNepéA, YToOb ero HHKTO He yBHaen. Ho kx eé
H3YMJICHHIO SAPKO-JIWJIOBBI KOHBEPT KakK OyaTO BbILBEN, a
cepeOpsiHbie OyKBBI M 3BE3NOYKH CTAIM TAKUMH OJieIHBIMH,
YTO MX TMOYTH He ObUIOo BHAHO. OnHaKo e€ uMA ObUIO HaIM-
CaHO BCE TaK Xe 4ETKo. MOHHH Noanena yrojloK KOHBEPTa,
HUKAK HE OXMIas, YTO OH TaK JIETKO OTKJIeHTCs. BHyTpm
JIeXaJio YTO-TO TBEPHAOE, 3aBEPHYTOE B JIMCTOK OyMaru.

MOHHH NPHOTKPbUIAa KOHBEPT U OCTOPOXHO 3arjisiHy/la B
Hero.

TBEparIii peAMeT oKa3ajiCcs JJIMHOM C €€ CpeHHI nanein
M TaKo# Xe cepeOpHcThIii, KaK OykBbl M 3BE3104KH. [ToHaya-
JIy OHa pelinia, YTO 3TO Py4Ka, HO rie 3TO BHIAHO, YTOOBI
Py4KH ObUIM TAaKMMHM CTPaHHBIMM. A TNOTOM KaK-TO Cpa3y
MOHsIa, YTO 3TO MeTa — MajleHbkas MeTénka. CoBceM He
TakKas, KaKk AoMa. DTa BbIIVISAAeN]a TaK, KakK OyATO KTO-TO
Habpan BeToYeK M KpeINKO-HAaKpenKo NPHBA3aJ HX K JJIMH-
HOM KpIOYKOBaTOM naske. JJoBOJIBHO HEOMpSATHasi METEJNKA.

A Ha 6yMare ObUIO HanmMcaHO: «BbIMETH HOYHCTa».

Ja, neiicTBUTEIbHO, METJIA TIpEAHA3HAYEHA U1 TOTO, YTO-
661 nmoaMeraTh. Ho Kak MOXHO YTO-TMOO BBIMECTH, €CIIH
METENIKA TaKasd MaJieHbKasl, 1a elué Hu3 cepebpa? IloueMy-To
MOoOHHH noKa3aJoch, YTO caMoe IJIABHOE — HAMTH OTBeT Ha
3TOT Bonpoc. HaxMypHBLIKCDH, A€BOYKA 3aBEPHY/Ia METENKY B
GymMary, moToM B KOHBEPT M clipsTaja B KolleléK. U B camoe
BpeMs, notoMy YTo CenbMa JIeHr HUIENHYNach HA CHIOCHBE
PAOOM C HEH.

Cyasi mo BbIpaXeHHMIO €€ JMla, HeOoOXONMMOCTb CHIETH
psinoM pagoBana CenbMy HUYYTh He Gojbliie, yeM MOHHH.
310 ObUIa HEBBICOKAS AEBOYKA C TOPYALIMMH KaK y KpOJIHKa
3y6aMd. OHa rpbi3jia HOITH, a TOBOPHTb MOIJIA TOJIBKO O
caMbIX MOAHBIX NeceHKax. [Io€p3aB Ha cHIeHbe U He HaWas
6onee NOCTOHHON ayIUTOPDHH, OHAa BbINAIHKIA:

— Twu1 Buepa capinana koHuept «bate»? Ero 6osblue yaca
nepesasaiu no paguo. Ilama ckaszan, YTo pa3’oOBET NPHEM-
HUK MOJIOTKOM, €CJIH S ero He BBIKIOYY. A s TNollula B
KOMHaty JIxeMu — oH 6bu1 Y Pydu — u mocaywiana Bc€ mo
xoHua. KnaccHslii koHuepT!
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— V MeHs HeT paauo, — KOPOTKO OTBeTWIa MOHHHU.

— AX, 1a, KOHe4YHo, — comracwiack CenbMa.

MonHu paccsupunesna. CeqbMa roBOpwia TAKUM TOHOM,
Kak 6ynro y Mouuu ®urrc Boobllie He MOIIO 6BITh XOPOLIHX
Bellleil — HanpuMep, NMPHEMHHKA, YTOOBI CIYyLIATh BOILUIM
«batc» win moboit apyroit rpymnel. OT pe3Koro oTBera
IEeBOYKY yaepXaJjla TOJIbKO MBICJIb O TOM, YTO JIEXUT y HEE B
kapMaHe. Y CenbMbl JIeHr Benb HUKOrma He ObUio cepebpsi-
HOH METENKH.

3aTo caM [OeHb NpOLIEN OYeHb JaXe HeIuloxo. MOHHH
MPMBLIKJIA XOAaTh XyALIEro, OQHAKO CJIyYaJliCh OHH, KOraa
Bc€ 1wio xopowo. IIpaBaa, notoM MOHHHU TaKk M He cMoIia
MPUIIOMHUTb, KOTAA X€ B IOCJACAHHI pa3 BBINMAJA] TaKOM
IEHb.

Ha ypoke couuosioruu 6bU1 yCTpO€H HEOXMIAHHBIH Omn-
poc, a MOHHM HMKaK He MoOIJla BCIIOMHHTb npaBuanLm
OTBET, ¥ BAPYT OHa TpeiCcTaBMIA cebe cBolo MeTe€nky. Hec-
KOJIBKO B3MaXOB METEJKH — M MOHHM yBHIEA MaJIEHbKYIO
KapTHHKY. JTO ObUIO KaK pa3 TO, YTO OHA He MOIJIa BCIOM-
HUTB.

Bonee Toro, ceroqHs HUYTO HE MOIJIO BLIBECTH €€ U3 cebl.
OnycTHB pyKy B KapMaH M JOTPOHYBLIMCH 110 KOLIE/IbKA, OHa
BIPYT NMOHJIA, YTO €€ aGCOMIOTHO HE BOJHYIOT HH KOJIKOCTH,
HHU Diynas GOJTOBHS, HH TO, YTO B CTOJIOBOM €l NpHOETCS
€CTb B ONHHOYECTBE, TOTIAa KaK 33 COCEJHHM CTOJIMKOM OynyT
BOBCIO BeCeJINThbcsl DHH, Actep U naxe CesnbMa.

MoOHHH ¢ yoHBJIIEHHEM OOHapyXWia, YTO CHAylIaeT, INo-
HacTOSLIEMY CJIyLIAeT TO, YTO, MBITAsICh NMEPEKPHYATH IIYM B
Kjacce, CTapaloTcs OObsCHHTh yuurens. M okaszaBlvch B
6ubmHoTEKE, OHA NMOYEMY-TO 3aHHTEPECOBAIACh CTEJUIAXAaMH,
Ha KOTopble paHbllle Aaxe He cMoTpena. Korna K Heit nono-
uuia 6ubnMoTeKaplla U C TpeyBeJIMYEHHbIM CMOKOHCTBHEM
CIpOCHJIa, YTO €€ MHTepecyeT, MOHHH, K CBoeMy OONbLIOMY
YOUBJIEHHMIO, OTBETIWIA, YTO MIIET KHHUIY O CTapbIX JOMaxX —
NEHCTBUTENbHO CTaphbiX, Koraa eé He ObUIO TUTUT M JIIOOH
TOTOBWIHM €1y Ha OTHe.

Takass xHWra HauUiacb, H B Heil ObUI0O MHOTO KapTHHOK.
Ha onHoit xkapTHHKe ObU1 M3006paXéEéH oyar, a pslOM CTosUIa
METJIa — TOYHO TakKasl Xe, KaK Y MOHHH B KOLIENbKe.
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MeTia HacToNbKO 3aMHTepecoBala MOHHH, YTO OHa MO-
Jouuia K 6mbnnorekaplie ¥ nokasajna €l KapTHMHKY.

— Kak MoXHO moaMeTaTh Takoi MemIoH? — cmpocwia
neBoyka. — IlocMoTpuTe, OHa Xe BHM3y HepoBHas. Temeps
METJIBI ApYTHE.

— QabpUYHEBIX METENOK Torma He 6wuio. Jliogu Mx caMu
nenanu, — Mucc dudopa OTKMHYJIaChb HAa CIIMHKY CTyJIa. —
O Takux METIaX pacCKa3biBalOT CTpaHHbIe HCTOpUH. HXx
IeJIATH U3 BETOK OMNpele/IEHHbIX NMOpod depeBbeB HIH Kyc-
TAapHHUKOB, M TOIIa OHH 00IaaM BOJILIEOHBIMH CBOHCTBAMH.

MoHHM paccMestlach, XOTA el ctajio He mno cebe.

— Ha Hux netanu BeabMbl?

Miucc Suidopn KuBHYyAa.

— Jla, TaKk roBOpUTCS B OOHOM M3 cTaphix JiereHa. TonbKo
METJy HYXXHO ObUITO ciesnaTh U3 6y3uHbl. [loToMy moau yacto
HE XOTEJIH, 4TOOBI psiIioM ¢ JOMOM pociia O6y3uHa. Ho 6butH 1
IpYyTHe, XOpOollIHe AepeBbs M KYCTADHHKH, M €CJIH CBS3aTh
METJTy M3 UX BETOK, MOXHO ObUIO OTBECTH OT JIOMAa HECYACThe.
Haium cerogHslIHHE NMbUIECOCHI HA 3TO HE CIIOCOOHHBI.

MoHHH el€ pa3 NMOCMOTpeNia Ha KApTHHKY.

— A eCcTb KHHMIa O XOpOUIMX M IUIOXHX OEpeBbSX? —
CIpPOCWIA OHa.

— 3mech €€ HET, HO €CJIM XouYelllb, 1 MOIY €€ 3aKa3aThb.

MoHHHM noayMaia, YTo MHcc Duidopa yXe He BbINISIAUT
TaKO#H YCTaJIoM, XOTS COBCEM HENAaBHO Ka3aJloCh, YTO €IUH-
CTBEHHOE XeJlaHHe OUOIHoTeKapii — YToObl €€ OCTaBWIM B
MOKO€.

M BHOBL MOHHH C yOMBIEHHEM YCIbIllIajia, KaK €€ cob-
CTBEHHBIH I0JIOC MPOU3HEC:

— Jla, nmoxainyiicta, MHe 6Bl OYEHb XOTEJIOCh. A 3Ty KHUTY
MOXHO B3fITb Ha JOM?

[Mpsiya xHHUry B noptdesb, IeBOYKA UCIBITHIBAIA CTPAH-
HOE€ YyBCTBO — Kak O6yaTro oHa Gojibliie He MoHHM Purre.
XoTs HeT, OBITb TOTO HE MOXET.

Ilocine WKObI OHA CHOBA BHILIUIA HA OCTAHOBKY paHblle U
HanpaBwiach K cBajike. [IoYTOBBIH SAIIMK CTOSUT Ha CBOEM
MecTe, HO (yiaXxoK ObUT OMNyllEeH, a KpbILUKAa NMPHOTKPHITA.
BHyTpH HUYero He 6bUI0. MOHHH OnycTWIACh Ha KOPTOYKH U
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BHIpBaJIa M3 TeTpaagd TNOJIOBUHKY JIMCTKAa. M Bnepsble mno
no6poii Bojle — a He MOTOMY, YTO B3pocible TpebyloT OT He€
BEXJIHBOCTH, XO4YeT OHA TOIO WJIM HET, — NeBOYKA BbIBEJA:
«Cnacu6o».

A NoToM I BEpHOCTH AoGaBwia:

«MoHHH DuTTCH.

MOHHM pelIUTENbHO MOJIOXIIA NMUCBMO B SIIHK M KakK
MOXHO BBIIIIe NOogHUIAa GaXkoK.

3. Ymo denamv ¢ nanowkou?
— Ca Bym!

buM Hamoanan Horoii 6aHKy M3-nioa nmuBa. OH cobupancs
MOWTH Beield 3a MOHHH, XOTs MoyeMy — M caM He 3Hail. Ho
IeBYOHKA BbILUIA M3 aBroOyca Ha OCTAaHOBKY paHbllUe, Ha
yauue AMcTepaaM. 3HAYMT, OHAa MolUIa Yepe3 MYCThIPb.
IloyTOBBIi SIIUK — IUMHOHCKWH TOYTOBLINH suMK! Bum
3aKoJie6ancs, eMy XOTeIoCh TIOCMOTPETD, €CTh JIM YTO-HHUOYIb
B SIIMKE, M Y3HaTb TaKuM o0Opa3oM, moObiBaja M TaM
MoHHH. To ecTb C OIHOIi CTOPOHBI €My 3TOTO XOTENOCh, a
C OpPYrol CTOPOHBI Y HEro He ObUIO HH MaJledliero xesa-
HHSA H OJIHM3KO K HEMY NOIXOXHTH.

IlonneB Horoil emeé onHy XecTsaHKy, bum nomnbrraics
cobpatbcst ¢ MbICAAMH. IloGnMM3ocTH HHKOro He ObUIO —
pa3Be YTO KTO-HUOyAb npstyercs 3a yrioM. bum BnosHe Mor
6Bl MPOKPACThCA K ALIMKY H...

«BoT oH»

BHUM NoAmNpBITHY M OMpPOMETHIO Gpocwics GexaTh, Bce
MBICJIM O TIOXOA€ K NMOYTOBOMY SIIMKY MHMIOM BbUIETENIH Y
Hero u3 ronoBel. OH Gexan, a KopobKa 11s1 3aBTPakoB 6mia
ero no HoraM. MaTr co cBoeii 1alKoi!

HakoHeu BuM ouyTHiacd B momgbe3ne CBOEro AoMa. Y Hero
CWIBHO KO0J0JIO B 60Ky. M3TT cO CBOMMH ApYXKaMH Habmo-
JaJl 32 HUM C TNPOTHBOMOJIOXHOM CTOPOHBI yaHlibl. CeromHs
BHM OT HHX YIIEJ, HO KaK JOJINo 3TO MOXET NMpOoAoJDKaThCsa?
BuM BBITEpP HOC PYKOH M UIMBITHYNI. A 4TO, eciM... Ho Kak
ybeauTs MHccHC JIXXOHCOH, YTO Y Hero rpumm?

Bcé€ Hayasioch ¢ BOASAHOTO MHCTOJIeTa. M3TT npuuenwics B
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buma, a bum yBepHylics, U 4YepHWIAa — THUCTOJIET ObL1
3apsDkeH YepHWIaMM, a He BOJOW — MoMajid Ha pyOauky
MHCTepa DHAPIO.

MbaTTy npuuuUioch 1wioxo, Ho buMy npuuuUtocs ewé xyxe,
NMOTOMY 4YTO MB3TT Bceph€3 yTBEpXIaJ, YTO BHHOBHHUKOM
HeyJayHoro BhICTpesa srisieTcss buM. MatT nemwiacs emy B
JIMLIO, BOT H He3aueM ObUIo yBopaunBaTbes. BuM ycMexHyscs.
Hu B 4éM oH He BMHOBaT. 1 He Takoi OH Aypak, YTOObI
CTOSITb U CMOTPETh, KAaK €ro oOMIMBAaIOT KPaCHbBIMU YepHHWIa-
MH.

BuM nporonan nmo cTyneHbKaM Ha BTOPOH 3TaX, pa3bspsi-
schb BcE€ Oonbiie M Gonbine. Ecnu O6b1 M3TT He Boawics ¢
PenoM, [Tutom u XaHku, oH 661 emy... YBBI, BUM npexpacHo
3HaJl, YTO AaXe caM Mo cebe MATT BcE paBHO CWiIbHee. buM
MOLIMBITA]T HOCOM, TNpoOyd, YTo M3 3Toro nonydyurcs. Eii-
6ory moxoxe Ha mnpoctyny. Ha Hacrosiulyio cepbE€3Hylo
npocTyny.

BuM yXe ¢ mopora coGHpaJicsi MOUIMBIraTh Nepel MHCCHC
JIXOHCOH, HO €€ He OLUIO BHAHO. YCJBIIAB, KaK XJIOMHY/A
JBepLia XOJNOAWIbHHMKA, BMM nocrmemmn Ha KyxHio, 4TOGBI
6pocuTh KOpoOKy IU1si 3aBTPaKOB Ha MaJIOYKY PSAAOM C MO¥-
KO¥, oIHaKoO 3acTan TaM MoHHH. Ta nepXxana Bo pTy NOHYHK
H JOCTaBajla M3 XOJOAWIbHUKA Apyroi. CrakaH MoJOKa
CTOSUI Ha CTOJIe PSIIOM C KHHMIOi, B KOTOPYIO BMECTO 3aKJIall-
KM OBbUT BIOXEH CTPaHHBIM JWJIOBAaThIii KOHBEpPT. MOHHH
nonoxwia o6a MOHYHKA PAAOM CO CTaKaHOM. B e€ B3rsime
YUTAJIOCh SIBHOE XeJIaHHe, YTOObl OH NMOOBICTpee BHIMETAICS
M3 KyXHH.

— A ToXe MMEIO NMpaBo 30eCh HAXOAMTLCHA, — OTPbI3HYJICA
MaJIbYHK.

OpHako pe3Koro oTBeTa He mnocieaoBasio. MoHHM moc-
MOTpeJia Ha Hero JOJITHM B3[JISIIOM, a MIOTOM JOCTala BTOPOi
CTaKaH M HaJIWIa MOJIOKA.

— Tam ew€ nBa NOHYMKA, — cKa3ajla OHa Ge3pa3IMYHBIM
TOHOM.

BUM OCTOpOXHO HampaBWICS K APYTOMY KOHIy CTOJa.
IToBeneHe MOHHH €10 HAaCTOJIBKO MOTPSCIIO, YTO OH HUYYTD
He yAMBWICA Obl, eciv Obl OHa BBIXBATUJIA Y HETO CTAKAH WIH
HapoOYyHO pa3jinjia MOJIOKO.
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A MoHHM ycenach Ha CTyJ M TIpMHSUIACh 3a IEpBbBIH
MOHYMK, He obpalllas BHHMaHMA Ha Buma, HM Maneiuero
BHMMAaHHs, XOTd OH MONIANbIBAJl Ha He€ BpeMs OT BPEMEHH.
MoHHH cMoTpena NpsaMo nepel coboi, Kak OyaTo Ha cTeHe
6bU1 TeneBH3op. BUM oluapallleHHO aepXajl B OOHON pyke
TMOHYHK, a B APYTO# CTaKaH MOJIOKA, He pellasich MIPOM3HECTH
HH cioBa. EMy xoTenoch NoroBopurhb, a He CHIETb OAHOMY B
CBOEH KOMHarTe, Jaxe ecild cobecelHHK — BCEro JHllb
MoHHH, KoTopas, K TOMY Xe, ToJIOBY eMy OTOPBET, €C/IH OH
K Heil obpaTuTcs.

BHe3zanHo MOHHHM oOTBejia B3MISiA OT CTEHBI M OTKpbUIa
KHUTY, IPUAEPXHBasA €€ ONHOM PYyKO# U CIM3bIBas C NMaIbLEB
OCTaTKM caxapHoii nyapsl. BUM HEMHOTO NMOABUHYJICS, YTOOLI
pasmIsgaeTh KApTHHKY — OHA 3aHMMasia BeCchb pa3BopoT. TaM
ObUTa H300paxeHa KOMHaTa ¢ OOJIbLIMM OYaroM — TaKuM
0OJILILIMM, YTO HaJl OrHEM BHCEJ HA LEMH KOTEJOK.

MoOHHH BoAWIA NAJNLLEM M0 APYTOii CTOPOHE KAPTHHKH —
TaM YTO-TO CTOSUIO Y CTEHBI PSJIOM C 04aroM, Ho buM He cMmor
pa3’mIgeTh, YTO 3TO TAKOe.

JI1000MBbITCTBO B35UI0 BEpX Hal OOBIYHOM B TAKHX CIydYasx
OCTOPOXHOCTBIO.

— YT0 THI YHTaELIb?

— i He ywuTalo, — oTBeTWIa MOHHH, HO PE3KOCTH B €€
rojoce He 6pul0. — S mpocto cMoTpio. Thl Korga-HUOyab
BHAEJ TaKylo MeTITy? — M OHa yOpaJia najiell ¥ JaXe HEMHOTO
MOABHMHYNACh, YTOOLI eMy Jydllle ObLIO BHAHO.

— Metny? — BuM cTpamiHo ynuBwics. [loyeMy oHa BApYT
3aMHTepecoBajlaCh MeTION? A Ta, YTO Ha KAPTHHKE — €C/IH
3TO JEHCTBUTENBHO MeTa, — Oosbllie MOXOAWIA Ha CBA3KY
NMpYThEB, HACAKECHHYIO Ha MAJKY.

— Jla, BOT Takyio! — MOHHH TKHY/Na NaJblieM B CBA3KY
npyTbeB. Tenepsb B €€ rojioce C/IbILIAJIOCH 3HAKOMOE HeTepIie-
HHe.

— Het, — BuM cHoBa oOTOABHMHYJICS Ha Oe3omacHoe
paccTosiHHeE.

— Korza monu Xwim B 6peBeHYaThIX JOMaX, Y HHX ObUTH
Takue METIbl, — BuM He MOr NMPUNOMHHMTP HM €IMHOIO

ciy4asi, 4To6bl MOHHM NMpPOM3HEC/a TAKyl0 WIHHHYIO peyb,
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HH pa3y Ha Hero He 3aopaB. — OHM cpe3aii ¢ KyCTOB BETKH
H BCSAKOE TaKoe W MpHUBA3BIBAIM K manke. Mucc Duudopa
TOBOPHT, YTO Ha TaKHMX BOT METIAX JIETAIM KOJAYHbM.
Tonbko MX HYXHO OBUIO AeNaTh M3 BETOK OMNpeAeNEHHBIX
epeBbEB H...

— Konaynsu, — bum mmoxHynca Ha cBoit ctyn. — C
4Yero 3TO Thl 3aroBopuia o KojayHbsax? Jlo AHA Bcex
CBATBIX ewl€ Oonbine Mecsiua. Tl cobOMpaelibcsd CTaTh
KOJayHbeH? — OH moJAyMaJ, 4YTO 3TO y Heé 3M0pPOBO
Moyywioch 6bl. Y3Koe JULO, TEMHBIE JIMHHBIE BOJOCHI H
ryctele 6pOBU — OHa M TaK HEMHOIO IOXOQWIA Ha KOJ-
nyHbpio. Ilpupenats Gonpioii Hoc — eif M MacKa He
norpebyeTrcs.

A ceifyac, Korga OEBOYKa ONATh CKOpYWIA 3JI0OOHYIO
MHHY, OHa W BIpPSIMb CTajlla BBUIMTOH BeIbMOYKON.

— ... Jla pa3Be Thl moiiMélub, OypbsA TBOs Oaluka! —
MOHHH 3aXJIONHY/Ia KHUTY, NIOCTAaBWIA CBO# CTAaKaH B MOMKY
M BHIIUIAa M3 KYXHM, JaXe He MoAyMaB CTEpETh CO CTojia
KPOLIKH.

OcTaBLINCH B OAHHOYECTBE, BHM CHOBa cTan caMuM coboit
— HO HEHAJoJITo. A MOTOM eMy ell€ CHIbHEE 3aXOTeJIOCh
MOTOBOPHTh — TOJILKO Pa3roBapuMBaTh ObUIO He ¢ KeM. OH
HEOXOTHO JOCTaJl Y4eOHHK, OCTaBWJI CTaKaH Ha CToJie, IIPOTOo-
MaJl Mo KOPHAOPY A0 CBOEii KOMHAThI, IUTIOXHYJICS Ha KPOBaThb
H YCTaBWICSA Ha MOTOJIOK.

3aBTpa — 3aBTpa €ro HaBepHsAKa OymeT momxuaaTh MaTrT,
pa3Be 4TO NMonpoOoBaTh NMPHUTBOPUTLCA OONIBHBIM M OCTaThCA
noMa. Ho Het, 3ToT HOMep He mpoin€r. Muccuc JIXXOHCOH
TpyaHo oOMaHyTh. Tak 4ro... MOHHHM NOYTH HMKOIIa He
XOIMT Ha OCTaHOBKY Ha Yokep-cTpur. Koraa aBrobyc npuxo-
IWT Tyda, OHA 4Yallle BCEro yXe CHAMT B HEM. A 3TO 3HA4MT,
YTO OHa MIET HANpsIMHK Yepe3 CBAIKYy, IepeceKaeT [Be
YJAHLBI U XIET aBTOOyC Ha AMCTepaaM.

Tak noyeMy Obl M eMy He mpoaenaTbh To Xe caMoe? TeMm
bosiee, YTO 3aBTpa eMy OaXe He MPHOETCS HATH BMECTE C
MonHu. Mucc Pupep 3anucana e€ Ha npuéM K 3yOHOMY
Bpayy M MHMccHC JIXOHCOH OTBe3€T MOHHHM B ropoa. A B
aBro6yce M3TT M OocTalIbHbBIE HE MOCMEIOT HHUYero caeyiatb. C
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muctepoM YaMbepcoM 1yTKH 1ioxu. [ie yronHo, HO TOJIBKO
He B ero aproGyce!

OTyacTH pa3obpaBIIMNCh CO CBOHMH mpobOiemamu, bum
B3OXHYN ¢ obneryeHueM. He oOpalljasgd . BHUMaHHsS Ha y4eO-
HHUK, OH BBITALIMJI KHUXKY KOMHKCOB O IOXOXAEHHAX
CYTIEpMEHOB M YXe He MOT OT He€ oTopBaThcsi. MHTEpECHO,
KaKOBO 3TO — TOCAJHUTh HA 3¢MJIIO CAMOJIET, TOJILIMH pYKaMHU
OCTaHOBHTD MOE€3] WIH cCXBaTUThb MaTra IIpHHINIa M OCTaNIb-
HBIX U3 €ero LIAaifK1 U KHHYTb B NEPBYIO MOMAaBLIYIOCS KAHABY.

A emw€ ny4yiuie — OBITh Y€JJOBEKOM-pPOOOTOM, TOraa H
pyxaMH OeiicTBoBaTb He Hajmo. Kak 3ToT mapeHb, Yymo-
Tonosa: Tonbko noayman u 6au — Bcé copiBaetcs! Bor ecnu
6p1 oH, buM Pocc, Mor BoWTH 3aBTpa B KJacc, HaCTaBHTb
najien Ha MHcc DHMc U cka3ath: «Ha ciaenyloweit camocTto-
STENBHOM paboTe g Mosydy oaHM nsarepku'» U 6an — Tak u
oymer...

CaMocTosTenbHasd paboTta... Meyrsl KoHYWwINCh, BUM Bep-
HyJICSl K cypoBoii aeiictBuTenbHOCTH. Ha cnenyiomeit Heaene
€ro X[ajia cCaMOCTOSITe/IbHasi paboTa — MX CTaJld YCTpaHBaThb
pa3 B IBe HelelM IJIs TeX, KTO B Hayajle roma He cMor
CIpaBHUTLCS C GOJIbIIIOH KOHTpoNbHOMH. BuM 6bL1 yBEpeH, YTo
H Ha 3TOT pa3 HHYero Xopollero y Hero He noiaydyutcsi. OH
B3SU1 Y4EOHMK H TIPOJIMCTaN ero 6e30 BCAKOro 3HTy3Ha3Ma.
Yro ToKy? OT OZHOTO CJI0OBa «KOHTPOJIbHas» ero 6pocaso To
B Xap, TO B xojioad. M Bc€ BbUIETAIO Y HEIO U3 roOJIOBBI, KakK
6yaTo KTo-TO 6pan JJacTUK MU HAaYHCTO CTHpPaJ BCE 3HAHMA.

XH3Hb — 1OTYKA CJIOXHasi, 0OCOOeHHO 1 MyX4yuHbl. He
ONHO, TaK Apyroe. To Ha Hero omnoix4aeTcsi M3TT M XIET He
JOXIETCH, YTOObI YycTpOoUTh BHMy B30yuKy, TO B LIKOJIE OXHH
HenmpUATHOCTH. Takas BOT HeBe3dyxa. Tak 4YTo Heyero H
MbITaThCS.

[loaroMy OH M He nbiTajsicsi. BMecTo ypoKoB OH cMoTpen
no TeneBu3opy «Jliogmoenga» oo Tex nop, noka MuccHuc JIxoH-
COH He 3arHaJjla ero B MOCTeb. YXe JIoXach cnatb, buM nuyn
HEHABHCTHBIH YYEOHHK.

W buMy npucHwics coH. Ho Takoii cTpaHHbIN — HMYEro
nonobHoro eMy HUKOraa He cHuiock. IIpexie Bcero coH 6uu1
YXacHO OOCTOBEpHbIH — KaK OyaTO BCE MpOMCXOAWIO Ha
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caMoM Jiesie. Mab4yuKy faXxe CTajio XOJIOAHO, KaK OyaTo OH
NeACTBUTE/NIBHO CTOSUI Ha yiIMLe B oAHoii mwkaMe. U oH
y3Han Mecto. CBaska. A BOT pa3buTas MallHHA — Ka3ajloch,
OHa BCSl KaK-To mnogobpanach A1 MpbDKKA. A MpsSMO Mepen
HHUM ObUT MOYTOBLIA SILUMK — IINMHOHCKHMH MOYTOBBIA SLUMK
MonHH. Ha ero Kpsiliike CBETHWIHChH 3BE3I0YKH, U Bropasi —
sipye Bcex.

I'nsana Ha 3B€3gouku, buM 3abbu1 M mMpo Xojoa M mpo
ctpax. ITouyru coBceM 3a6pu1. U mpocHyBliuch yrpoM, bum
MOHSUI, YTO OYE€Hb XOPOLUO 3alOMHMJI CBOM COH, OH KaK
O6yaTo BCE ell€ BUAEN MepLAIOLIYIO 3BE3NOYKY.

Taxk 4yto, BBIOA W3 OOMYy M YOeOMBIIMCH, 4YTo M>3TTa
no6au3ocT HeT, buM NMpHMBEN CBOM IUIaH B HUCNOJIHEHHE H
OTIpPaBWICA Ha CBAJIKY, K IIOYTOBOMY SILIHMKY.

®naxok 6p1 nmoaHAT. BuM moMemnun. 3HayuT, BHYTpH
YTO-TO €CTb.

Ho Beab cerogHs yrpoM MOHHH He MOIJIa HHYEro Tyaa
MOJIOXHUTh. B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa yXe exaja K 3yDHOMY Bpauy.
Mmucc Punep Bcerma 3amuchiBaia K Bpady Ha caMoe€ yTpo,
YTOOBI MPOMYCTHTh MNMOMeEHblle 3aHsATHH. Kopoue rosops,
MOHHHM MOXHO ObUIO HE OnacaThCs, TaK YTO OH BIIOJIHE MOT
MOCMOTPETb, YTO X€ OHA MOJIOXWIA B SIIMK. A BIPYT eMy
TOBE3€ET U OH y3HAET, KTO BMECTE C HEil 3aHMMaeTcsl IIIMHOH-
CKMMH JeIaMH.

BuM HaKJIOHWICS, yXBaTWICSA 3a MNMOTHYTYIO KpPBILIKY H
notsiHyl. Ha 3ToT pa3 oHa oTKpbLIach Tak JierKo, YTO OH YyTb
He ynan. BHyTpu Jjexano muceMO MM, MO KpaliHeH Mepe,
JIWIOBBIH KOHBEPT.

bum BeITalmn ero u3 swuka. Ho yro 3ro?

Ha xoHBepTe KpacHbIMH YEpPHMUJIAMH ObUIO BLIBEAEHO €TI0
ums: «buM Pocc», HMEHHO TakK, KaK OH caM HalMcall ero Ha
MOYTOBOM SilIHKe. XOTs HET, TaK aKKypaTHO y HETO HH 3a YTO
He MOJYYWIOCh OBI.

HcnyraBuimch, oH 4yTh 6bUIO He OTOPOCHI KOHBEPT B
cropoHy. [ToroM BHHMaTeNbHO omsdesics o cropoHaM. OHHU
€ro 3HaloT, 3HaYHT, OHU H ceifyac MOTYT 3a HUM ciieauTs! K10
TaKkve — «OHH», BUM NOHATHS He MMeJ, H OT 3TOI0 CTaHO-
BWIOCH TOJIbKO CTpalIHee.
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buM ew€ pa3 nMoagHEC NMHCLMO K CBETY: ACHCTBHUTENbHO,
TaM cTosUio ero umMs. Tenepp BumM pa3rnsaaen U Bc€ ocTaibHOE
— ABe 3BE3M0YKH B NPAaBOM BEPXHEM YTIIY, a cJieBa HAIIMMCh:
«CeMb yynec». MoxeT, Bcé-TakH BoIOpocuTs? [loyeMy-To OH
He MOr 3Toro cuejaTb. BHM 3acyHyn mHMcbMO B KapMaH
BETPOBKH, 3aXJIONHYJ SIIMK M 6€6roM GpOCWICA K OCTAHOBKE
Ha YIJIy YIMLBI AMCTepaaM.

OH O0BE3€T MUCHMO A0 LIKOJIbI, 2 TAM BLIOPOCHUT B MEPBYIO
Xe MyCOpHYIO KOop3uHY. KOHeYHO, CHayasia OH MOPBET MHUCh-
MO, YTOObLI HMKTO HE CMOT IPOYECTh €ro UMs.

3agepxaBLIMCh Ha cBaJiKe, BUM 4yTh 6BUTO He ono3aai Ha
aBTOOYC M OKa3ajics B oYepeau CaMbIM NocjeHUM. B pe3ynb-
TaTe MS3TT yX TOYHO HHUYero cebGe He IMO3BOJMT, a KOrma
aBTOOYyC OCTAHOBUTCA TNepen LKoo, buMm cMoxer BbICKO-
YUTb MEPBbIM, TaK YTO MB3TT ¢ OIpyXKaMH ero He NMOHMaIoT.

Ho nuceMo — KTo eMy Hanucan, u 3a4eM? [Ipenynpeauts,
yro6b1 BM He WIMHOHWI? HyXHO BBISICHUTD.

Maub4uK JocTan KOHBepT. Tenepb TOT yXe He ObUI TAKMM
JIWJIOBLIM, M GYKBBLI B JIEBOM BEpXHEM YTy MoTyckHeiau. Ho
ero UMa YUTAIOCHh MO-TNpexXHeMy Xxopowo. buM mogaen yro-
JIOK KOHBEpTa, H OH JIETKO OTKPhUICS.

BHyTpH nexan TMCTOK OyMaru, B HEro 6bU10 YTO-TO 3aBEP-
HyTO. BUM BBLITPSIXHY/ colepXHMMoe KOHBEPTA Ha KOJICHH H
yBHAE METALIMYECKYIO NMOJIOCKY cepeOpHCTOro LBETa, MJIM-
Ho¥i ¢ ero cpeaHmii nanenl. Ha onHoii ctopoHe nonocku 6uutn
HaHeceHbl CTpaHHble pUCYHKH. HeKoTophie M3 HHX Ka3aJIHCh
JIMLIAMM JIIOf€ei, IpyTHe — MOPAAMM XHBOTHBIX, HO PUCYHKH
0KA3aJIUCh TAKMMHM MEJIKHMH, YTO HEBOOPYXEHHBIM B3IJIfA-
IOM pasrisigeTh UX ObUIo HeBo3MOXHO. IlocMoTpeB Ha HMX
Kakoe-TO BpeMsi, BuM maxe obpamoBajicsi, YTO BUAHO IUIOXO
— HEKOTOpble PUCYHKH ObUIM TAKMMM CTPaHHBIMH. A Apyras
CTOpPOHA NOJIOCKH ObUla MOKPBHITa CTPAaHHBIMHU 3arOryJIMHaMH
— TaKHe 3aKOpPIOYKM MHOTAA PUCYIOT, pa3roBapMBas Io Tejie-
dony.

Ha Oymare, B xoTopylo ObUia 3aBepHyTa mnojiocka, bum
YBHIe€JI BCEro IBa CJIOBA, HATMCAHHbIX OONBIIMMHM KPacCHBIMH
6yxBaMH — Takue OYKBLI OH TOYHO MOT NPOYECTh:

«Ca-bym».
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INonumaii, Kax xodemnr. ABrobyc samemnsin xoa. M ero
nomxuaanmu Matr, u Touu, u ITur.

BuM He 3HaJ, KaK 3To npom3ouwio. Ero pyka cama co6oit
NIOAHSIACh, TaK YTO cepeOpHCTas NMOJIOCKa yKa3aia MpsiMoO Ha
ABEPb.

«Ca-6yM!» Heyxenun OH HeHCTBHTENLHO IPOHM3HEC 3TH
cioBa? -

Mortop 3aypyan rpoMye. ABToOyc noabexal K OCTAHOBKE,
yTOOBI MOAOOpATh OXKMAABLIKNX ero pebsar. U bum ysunen, yro
MHcTep YaMOepc nuITaeTcsi OTKPLITh ABepH. OHAKO HECMOT-
psd Ha Bce €ro YCWIMA, ABepH He mnoaaaBaiuchk. [lotoM
aBTOOYC TPOHYJICA C MecTa, HO M Ha TPEX CJeAyIOUIMX OCTa-
HOBKaX IOBTOPHIOCh TO Xe caMmoe. Y MHcTepa Yambepca
MoKpacHeJa M BCTOTENa 1llies, a M3 CajJlOHa MOCHINAIKCH
ponpocsl. Hayanoch Bceoblliee Bo36yXaeHHe, a oHa A€BOY-
Ka Jaxe 3aIUlaKaja.

BuMm B3apornyia. Iloayyanoch, YTo cTpaHHOE MPOHCIIECT-
BHME C aBTOOYCOM ITyralolIMM oGpa3oM CBSI3aHO C MAJOYKOH Y
Hero B pyke. Ho BoT yXe M cTosiHKa nepea uiKojioil. bum
noayMan 6pUT0, YTO aBTOOYC M ceifyac rnpoeaeT MHMO, a OHHU
OCTaHyTcsl B HéM ruieHHUKaMH. Ho Het, Mucrep YambGepc
TIPWIOXWI TepoHdYeCKHE YCHIHSA, M OHH BCE-TAKH MOMbEXATH
K 1IKOJIe, XOTsl YYSHHKOB B aBTOOYCe 0Ka3aJIoCh MMPUMEPHO Ha
TpeTh MEHbIIE, YeM OOBIYHO.

ABTOOYC OCTAaHOBWICSI Ha CBOEM OOBIMHOM MecTe. bum
MOCMELIHO 3aBepHY/ Malio4yKy, 3acyHyn e€ B KOHBEPT H
cnpstan B KapMaH. JleTH yXe TONNMWIKCH Y OBepeii. JIBepu
HaKOHEL-TO OTKPBUIMCh, H YYEHHKH, TIOBAJIUB M3 aBTOOYyCa,
GpPOCHJIIMChH BpPACCBITTHYIO.

BuM crnoxoifHo HampaBWICA K LIKoJie. M3TT ¢ ApyXKaMHu
OCTAJIMCh JAJIEKO MO03aH, TaK YTO GOATLCA eMy ObUIO Heuero.
IMoxanyii, 370 6bUI0 MHTEpPECHOE NPHMKIIOYEHHE, MOAYMAI
BuM, oueHuBasd nociaeaHue coObITHA. JleXypHbIii N0 CTOSIH-
xe, Muctep IlapcoH, caywian Mucrepa Yambepca. Tor
pa3MaxuBaJl pyKaMH, KaK OyATo nbITajics OObSICHHTb TO, YTO
00bsCHeHHI0 He noaaaBajock. [lotoM BoauTenb 3abpajicsi B
aBTOOyC M CcTajJl OTKpbIBaThb M 3aKpbiBaTb ABEPH, KaK Obl
MOKA3bIBasi, YTO 3TO MOXHO cAelaTh. BMM XMBIKHYN U BOLIEN
B BeCTHOIONbD.
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CeronHss OH YyBCTBOBaJ ceOsl COBCEM IO-IPYToMy, Kak
OyaTO nena y Hero paau pa3sHooOpa3us TOLUIM Ha Jaan.
HasepHoe, muctepy YaMbepcy npHIETCS BEpHYThCS 3a OC-
TaNbHBIMH peOsTaMu. M HTepecHo, ymacrcs M eMy 3T0?
MoxeT, CTOMT aBTOOyCY OTbeXaThb OT WIKOJIbI, KaK IOBEPH
ONATHL NMEepecTaHyT paboTaTh.

BuagHo, nBepH paboTasid HOPMAIBHO, MOTOMY YTO BCKOpE
MOSABWINHCh U M3TT, ¥ Bce ocTanbHbie. KOHEYHO, OHH ONO3-
nganu. Ho muctep IlapcoH ux BnycTw1, o6bABUB, NIpaBaa, 4ro
TaK KaK OHH OMNO3JA/IM K Hayaly KOHTPOJbHOH paboTsl, TO
MM NIPUAETCSA 3aKOHYHMTH €€ B CYET OHOIHOTEYHOTO BPEMEHH.

BuM TeM BpeMeHeM He obpalljan Ha HMX BHHMaHHUs, OH
LIEJIMKOM COCPeIOTOYWICS Ha JIUCTKe ¢ Bonpocamu. M oka3a-
JIOCh, YTO HAa MHOTHE M3 HUX OH MOXeT oTBeTUTh. Kak Oyaro
MOYMEHBIUIWICA CTpax, Bceraa BO3HMKABIIMH Y HEro Impu
BHJE JIUCTKA C KOHTPOJIbHOH paboToif M NMpeBpallaBUIHii ero
B NMOJHOro uauota. Ctpax HUKyda He Jejicsl, HO Ha 3TOT pa3
C HMM MOXHO OBUTIO COBJIANaTh.

Kak Tonbko BHM cesl Ha CBOE MeCTO, OH AOCTaJl JIWIOBBIM
KOHBEPT, U Tenepb cepeOpucTasl NMaJIoYKa Jiexana Mol ero
JIeBOHM pyKoOi#i, a MpaBoil OH muca.

A xoraa BcTaja MHcc JDitMc, 4yToOBI pa3naTh 3alaHHeE IO
MateMaTHKe, buM BHOBb npouenran «Ca-6yM!», caM Toro He
OCO3HaBafd.

Kakoe-To BpeMss MHcc JWMC paccMaTpUBajla JIMCTKH C
KOHTPOJIbHOM paboToii, 3aTEM CTaj1a MX NEPETAcOBBIBATh, KAK
OyATO OHM JieXalu He B TOM nopsake. JIBaxnbl nepeGpaB Bce
JIMCTKHM, OHA MONHSUIA IIa3a, U BbIpaXeHHE JIMIA Y Heé ObUIOo
OYEeHb CTPaHHOE.

— BepositHo, B THmorpa¢uH IpOH3OlLIa OLIMOKa, —
ckazaina MHcc IDiMc. — [Ipuaércsa OTIIOXHMTE KOHTPOJNBHYIO
paboTy IO Tex mop, NMoka MHe He MNPHULUTIOT NpaBWIbHBIH
BapHaHT.

OHa naxe 6pocuia NMavyKy JUCTKOB Ha TOJI, [IOX0XeE, 3TO €€
3J0POBO Pa303JIWIO.

BUM 3aKOHYHMJI CBOIO KOHTPOJILHYIO M Tepenasl JIMCTOK
BHepén, UX yXe cobupanin. Kakoe cyactbe, mogymana oH, Bedb
MaTeMaTHKA eMy HMKAK He JaBajiach. A TaK I€Hb-IBa MOXHO
He 6eCIOKOMTLCA.
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Metaumdeckas Nalo4YKa-MoJiocka 6bUia TEIUION Ha OLIYTIb,
OH crpATal e€ B KapmaH pybauiku. Moxert, 310 aMy’ner,
KOTOpBIii NpHHECET eMy cyacThe? BHUM 3HaJ, YTO Takoe
6niBaeT. CHavasa ¢ aBTOOYCOM CIIyYMJIOCh YTO-TO CTPaHHOe,
Ternepb BOT C KOHTPOJbHLIMH paboTaMu...

OnoHH M3 NTMCTOYKOB CJIETENl CO CTOJIa MHCC DHMC M ymaj
Ha non. buM 3aMeTun ero, Korma HakKJIOHMWJICS, YTOObI MoA-
HATb KapaHaaul. BMecTo 3aiaHHii Mo MaTeMaTHKe TaM ObUTH
CIUVIOLIHbIE 3aKOPIOYKH — KaK Ha ero najouke!

«Ca-6yM!», ene cabimiHo mosropwi buM. Yto xe ciayum-
nocs? EMy cTasio He no cebe. OH 3acyHyJ NaJiouKy Noryoxe
B KapMaH. OH M 6osuicsi €€, U B TO Xe BpeMs CTpallWwiICs
norepsTbh. YTo Xe 310 Takoe?

4. Kykna, ne Ha6odauan nopuy

MOHHH OCTOPOXHO NOTPOHYJIACh SI3bIKOM 0 HOBOM IJIOM-
6b1. 3y0 noGayinBasl, HO HE CWIBHO — KakK Obl He 3a0bITh, YTO
MM HeJb3s XeBaThb. [loxoa K Bpady MMeJl M CBOM NpeuMylliec-
TBa. E¥l mpHuwiock moaoxnaTh — NPHHHUMAIM NMalMEeHTa ¢
ocTpoi 60JIbI0 — TaK YTO KOIVIa C Hel HaKOHell 3aKOHYWIIH,
MM ¢ MHccHC JIXKOHCOH HHYEro He OCTaBaJIOCh, KaK NEpeKy-
cuTh rambyprepamMu Ha 12-it ynuue, a exaTh B WIKONY GbUIO
yXe nmo3aHo. OHH BCE-TAKM OCTAHOBWIHCH Y MIKOJIbI, HO
JIMLIb 3aTeM, HTOObI 3axBaTUTh buMa — MM 6bUIO MO MyTH.

MasnpyniiKa cpa3y Havaa 6onrath, # MOHHHM coOupanach
yXe CKOPYHTb HEeIOBOJIbHYIO MHHY, TOJIbKO BOT BUM paccka-
3bIBaJl MHTepecHbIe BelU. [IepBLIM O€JIOM OH COOOLIWI Npo
aBTO0yC — YTO JBEpPM HEe OTKPLIBAJIMCh U MHOTHEe pebsTa
omno3gany B wkomy. [loroM paccka3san o KOHTpOJIbHOH pabo-
Te U O TOM, YTO B TUNOrpa¢uM YTO-TO NEPEeNnyTAIH.

Muccuc IXXOHCOH HaxXMypHJIach.

— Henonanku ¢ aBro0ycoM, — OHa MoKayajia rojIoOBOH. —
Ot10 wioxo. Ecnu I'eHpn cMoxeT noexath Ha paboTy nonos-
Xe, OH OTBE3ET Bac B WIKOJNy. MHe He HpaBHTCS, YTO Bbl
e3UTe Ha aBTODOyCe, Y KOTOPOTO He OTKPhIBAlOTCS OBEpH...

— Her, Teneps Bcé B mopsinke, — oTBeTWw1 bum. —
ABTOOYyC BBIE3Xa)] €€ pa3, U ABepH yXxe pabGorain. A
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cHbIaj, Kak MHcTep [lapcoH cka3as, YTO OHM ABaXAbl €ro
MPOBEPSUIH, a MOTOM €l1i€ BbI3BaJIH MEXaHHKA, H TOT TOXe BCE
ocMoTtpen. Ho Boo6iie-1o BCE 3TO OYEHb CTPAHHO.

MoHHH obpaTWwia BHHMaHHe, YTO BHM mocTosHHO TpH-
XHMMaeT pPyKy K IpyaH, Kak 6yaro y Hero yro-To 6o1ut. Ho oH
JlaXe He IIMBbIrajl, KaK BYyepa. BpeMsi oT BpeMeHHU AeBOYKA
JIOBWIA Ha cebe ero B3rsAAbl, KAK OyATO OH XOTEeN eil YTo-To
COOOILIUTL, HO HE MOT 3TOIO CHEJNaTh.

N oH uameHwica. O6biyHO buM BhIrIsiAen, KaKk MCIyraH-
HBIIi MBIIIOHOK — KaK OyaTo BCE BpeMs Xaaja yaapa. XoTs,
08 Ha ero HCNyraHHoe JIMLIO H BNpPSMb XOTEJIOCh €ro
CTYKHYTh. B HEM 6BUIO YTO-TO TaKOe, YTO 3aCTAR/ISUIO JAPYTHX
NMpHUCTaBaTh K HeMy. OH NMOCTOSIHHO yJbIOayicsi, Kak OyaTo
OTHOILIEHHE K HEMY MOIJIO OT 3Toro yay4dunTbesi. HaBepHoe,
OH BC€ BpeMs 4ero-to boutcsi, nmogymasa MoHHH. [laxe Bo
CHe.

Bo cHe... JleBouKa Kpemye cXaja KollleJIEK. B HEM nexana
MeTENKa, MOo-IpeXHeMy 3aBEpHyTass B 6ymary. Xopouio Obl
MOBECHTD €€ Ha LIeNoYKy, noayMana MoHHH. Wnn Ha mHy-
pok. Korna MeTé€snka o4yTHTCS y He€ Ha luee, noa Oy3Koi u
CBHTEPOM, BOT TOrJa OHa OymeT B MONHONM 6€30MacCHOCTH.
MoHHU no3abbuia 0 CToNb HeoObIYHOM U1t BUMa yBepeHHOoC-
TH B cebe M cTasla JyMaThb O METEJNKE.

«BpiMeTH goyucTa'» YTO MOXHO BBLIMECTH TAKOM MaJIeHb-
Kol Met€nkoii? U yro Boobuie moaMetaior? s KOMHar y
MHucc JI)KOHCOH CYLIECTBOBJI MbUIECOC, a IJIA KyXHH U BaH-
HOM — HiBaGpa. MoHHM ObUIa XOpOLIO 3HAKOMa H C TeM, U C
IPYTHM, eXeHeleabHas YOOpKa BXoAWwIa B €€ 00s3aHHOCTH,
€CJIM TOJIBKO HE YNaBaJIoCh OT HE€ YBHIbHYTb.

HerT, cepebpsiHasi MeT€NKa He MJId TOro, YTOOLI YOHMpaThes
noma. I'me xe Torga?

«BbiMeTH nouucra...» MoHHM noé€p3ana. YTo-To HyXnaeT-
csl B YHCTKE, OHa ObUla B 3TOM yBepeHa. Ho 4To MMeHHO, M
TAe, M KOrJa — 3TOro OHa MOoKa He 3Haja.

OHH exaJli MMMO MYCOPHO# CBaJIKH, H JI€BOYKA B TIEPBLIi
pa3 3ajaja BOHpOC.

— CKOJBKO JIET BCEM 3THM AoMaM? — OHa XOTejia CIpo-
CUTb, CKOJIBKO JIET MarasMHy M pacnoJIOXeHHOMY 3a HHM
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noMmy. Ho moM' — 3TO Takoif ceKpeT, KOTOpPBIM HH C KeM
HeJb3sl moAenuThesi. O HEM HeNb3sl HaXe CNpalIuBaTh.

— He 3Halo, — HEMHOIro yAWBIEHHO OTBETWIA MMCCHC
JIXOHCOH. — 3TO caMas cTapas 4acTb ropoaa. Korna s 6pu1a
MaJICHBKO#M, MBI Cl0Ja COBCEM He XOAWIM. MecTo ObUIO He
caMoe moaxopsilee, B 3THX HOMaX — MJIHM B TeX, YTO 3[IeCh
CTOSUIM paHbllle — OOMTaNH JIOOH, C KOTOPbLIMHU XHTEIU
HalllMX KBapTaIOB NMPEANOYHTAIH He ObLIaThCA.

¥Yxe Toraa MHorMe noMa ObUIH 3aKOJIOYEHBI H pa3BaJiNBa-
nuck. Ho s caplmana ogHaxnabl, KaK NOApYyra Moeil MaMbl
TroBOpWIa, YTO 3TO — camas cTapad 4actb MHIicTOHa.

— HHmcTrora? — nosropwna MoHHH.

— Ja, TaKk Ha3bIBaJICS APYTOii TOpPOl, €ro NMOTOM MOTJIOTH
YecTepcoH — Koraa NocTpow M 6onblinyio ¢abpuky u cioza
MOHaexayo MHOTO Hapoay. A 1o 3toro YecTtepcoH HaYyHHaJICH
3a XeJie3HoM Joporoii, ommwke x xonMaM. Ho HHMiIcTOH
crpaiue. Tsl 6B cipocHna y cBoeit yYUTEIbHULIBI, MOHHH, —
3TO Belb MECTHasl HCTOPHS, Hallo AyMaTh?

MaliiiHa cBepHYJia Ha GOKOBYIO YJIHILY, OHA MOABE3XAIH K
CTOSIHKE Tiepel JOMOM.

— Xopoluo 6bl, YTOOBI OHHU YOpaIM 3TY CBAJIKY M CIeJIaIH
MapK M 30HY OTObIXa, KAK M 00OellaJd, Korga Mbl TOJBKO
nepeexam cioaa. bolock, YTO 3T0 OBLUIM ML MpeaBLIOOP-
Hble obeliaHus. Bo3sMH, noxanyiicra, cymMmku, bum.

OHH LUK K AOMY, HarpyXeHHble CYMKAMH C TIPOAYKTaMH.
MoHHHY Oymana Juinb 0 moyroBoM siruke. Korga ona cMo-
XeET Tyaa BbiOpaTbesa? MHTepecHO, €€ 3anmHuCcKY yXe Hauun? A
€CJIM OHa OCTABHUT €lI€ OQHY, CIIPOCHUT, YTO 3TO 33 METENKA H
3aYeM OHa HyXHa, «OHH» €H OTBETST?

B nmomckax 1IHypKa, Ha KOTOpbIH MOXHO ObUTO OBI MOBe-
CHTb METEJIKY, IEBOYKA 3aliUIa B CBOIO KOMHATY M OCTAHOBWIACh
B ABEpSIX.

W BnepBble no HactosieMy e€ yBuaena. Kak 6ynro mo
3TOrO OHa ObUTa GIM30PYKOMH, YTO JIM, a BOT Telephb Haaenla
OYKHM M XOpPOIIEHBKO BCE pasmisiaena.

KaBapnak — B KOMHaTe CTOSUI HACTOSILIIMHA KaBapaak.

Ja, neficTBUTENBHO, CBOIO TIOCTENb OHA 3anpanisuia. MHa-
ye MHccHC JIXOHCOH caenana 6w eif 3ameyanue. Ho 1kad
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6BL1 IPHOTKPHIT, H BHYTPH BUOHEJIUCh OpollleHHbIE TydH, a
PSIIOM C HHMH — COCKOJIB3HYBLIEE C BELIAJKHU IUIaThe. A 4TO
TBOpWIOCh Ha Komone! MHorue BeliM TNpHHALIEXATH
Ctenne, HO OHHM BASUIMCH BIepeMeXKy, a Myapa Mpochina-
J1ach, H...

MoHHH Kak GyaTO BriepBbi€ YBHIAEJIa KOMHATY, U BOCTOpra
3TO 3penmile y He€ He BbI3Balo. [lonoOHast KapTUHA MOABMI-
Jla IeBOYKY Ha TaKWe JeHCTBHUS, O KOTOPLIX OHA PaHblIIE U He
Meytana. OHa B3siach 3a pab6ory. MoXHO ObUIO moayMarth,
YTO Y He€ B pPyKax MeTENKa, KoTopasi TpeOyeT, YTOOBI BCE
6BL10 He TOJNILKO BHIMETEHO, HO M BBIYHILEHO.

MoHHHM He cMorJia 6bl OOBSCHMTD, MOYEMY €H CTaJIO TaK
MPHATHO OT TOTO, YTO BCE€ JIEXMT Ha CBOMX MeCTax, 4TO
rpsA3HBbIC OJIy3KM M IXUHCHI OTNpaBJIE€Hbl B CTHPKY, Tyduiu
CNIOXEHbI B ONpPENCIEHHOM MECTe, NMpOChINaHHas nyapa yo6-
paHa, Bce mpuHamrexaue Crevle 6aHOYKH H KOPOOOYKH
CTOSAT POBHO, a €€ COOCTBEHHbIE LWIETKM M IPeOHU NMOOLIBAIH
B BAHHOH M XOPOIUIEHbBKO OTMBITBI.

B3risiHyB B BaHHO#M Ha cebs B 3epKajlo, OHa ONATh-TaKH
HaxMypuiach. Toit MoHHH DUTTC, YTO CMOTpeJia Ha He€ M3
3epKajla, TOXe He MoMeluaa Obl XopolleHbKasA YHCTKa. Bo-
JIOChl CITyTAJIMCh M MAaJaloT Ha IVla3a, a JIMLO €ABa JIH He
Tpsi3Hee pyOallKu.

Ilo yxuHa MOHHM He TOJBKO CXOAWIa B TMOIBaJ, Ine
CTOsUIa CTUPQIbHASA MallIMHA C CYIIMJIKOM, HO U B MEPY CBOMX
CWI1 MnpHUBeja B MOPSAOK M KOMHaTy, M cebs. OHa naxe
MOTPaTWIa Ha CTUPKY HECKOJIbKO IBAALIATUNSATHLIEHTOBUKOB
M3 CBOMX KapMaHHBIX JicHer. MOHHH TaK ycTaja, KaK Oyaro
Mpoularaja ThICSTYy MWJIb — WIM XOTSl Obl MATHAECHT.

— BpiMeTH... — niporoBopwia MOHHH, KPpUTHYECKHU OIVIsA-
IbIBasicb BOKpYT. — JlyMalo, 51 310 ciefiana. A ell€ BhITepia
MbUIb, BCE BHIMbUIA H...

— Yro cnyumnnoch?

[Mo3anu Heé crosna Crenna. PackphiB OT yAMBIEHHS POT M
BbITapalllMB IJla3a, OHa 3aryisiabiBajla B KOMHATYy.

— Her, Huyero He rosopn! — Crejula 3akphbUla Iaza M
npuxasa JagoHb Ko Jioy. — Jlaii-Ka s moaymalo... 3emiuerps-
ceHue?
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Ildyrouxu Crennsl HHUKOrma He MNpHBOAWIH MOHHHM B
BOCTOPT, OJHAKO ceifyac OHa paccMesUlach.

— Owmwubaeurscsd, — oTrBeTWwIa oHa. HecMoTpsi Ha ycra-
JIOCTb y He€ ObUIO TaKoe Xopolliee HaCTPOEHHE.

— 3HayuT, TeGe NpeJIoXWIH MIWUIMOH JOJUIAPOB, YTOOLI
THI NpoJenajia 3TO Nepel TeJAeKaMepoii, H Thl TPEHUpYyelIbCs!
— ObIcTpOo oTpeardpoBana Creia.

— Jla HeT, — YYTh NIOME/TUB, OTBETWIa MOHHH., — MHe
NpoCcTO Hajgoen 6ecrnopsAnoK. Tak 4YTo g B3syla METIIy...

Crenna oTKpbUIa Iiaza.

— Iloxoxe, 4TO He TOJNBKO METNY, MOSI OE€BOYKA. Tbl
yBepeHa, YTo 3ech 00OlIOoCh Ge3 JionaThl M 3KcKaBaTopa?
Tol He 3abonena?

Xopolllee HacTpoeHHe HayHHaNo HcmapaThed. Cromio
CreJule 3arOBOPHTh TAKMM TOHOM, KaK MOHHH BBIXOJAWIA U3
cebs. ‘

— i HeMHorO yOpajach, — orpbI3Hy/nach oHa. — YTo TeGe
He HpaBHTCH?

— He 3Halo, HO Koraa Thl HaYHMHaellb yOHPATLCA...

— Hy Tak cHavyana y3Hait! — MOHHHM NPOTHCHYACh MHMO
Cremnpl. OHa TaK yBJIeKJIach YOOpPKOii, YTo coBceM 3abbLia o
NOYTOBOM silIHKe. MoxeT, eml€é He Mo3aHO Tyaa cberaTh?
VBoI, 6bUT0 ciMIKOM no3aHo. [Tpuiia Muccuc JIXOHCOH H
obel yXe cTosul Ha CToJie. A BBIXOAUTb B TEMHOTE Ha yJIHMIY
— yX 31oro eif JI>KOHCOHBI TOYHO H€ IO3BOJIAT.

3a cronoM MoHHHM cuaena HaayBuiMch. To xopoiuee Ha-
CTpOEHHe, YTO BJIAJieJIO €10 BO BpeMs YOOpKM, MCHApHWIOCh
OKOHYaTeNnbHO, Koraa Crena crana 06 3TOM paccKa3biBaTh.
Jla oHa eé mpocTo BhicMeHMBala. 1 MoOHHH 3aMKHYy/Nach B
cebe.

Ecnn 6b1 y He€ OBbUT CBO#l AOM, NO-HACTOSILLIEMY CBOM, KaK
TOT, 0 KOTOPOM OHa TaK IOJIO MeuyTaja, — KaK MPHATHO
6bU10 6B HABOAMTEL TaM MopsAnoK. Ho eii Bcio XU3Hb MPHXO-
JWIOCHh JOBOJILCTBOBAaTbCS KOMHATOH B YYXHX JOMaX, TaK 4To
KakKas pa3HHMLA, YUCTO TaM WIH rpsA3Ho. YTo6bl OHa e1€ XOThb
pa3 B3sUiach 3a yOOpKYy!..

OnHaxko xornqa MoHHH 3abpayiach Be4epoM B MOCTENb, OHA
NoBeJla HOCOM, MPHHIOXUBAsICh. [1ax/io cTEJUIMHBIMM QyXaMH
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M NyApoii — Ta OTNpaBWIaCh Ha CBUAAHHE. A €1I€ HEMHOXKO
Maxjio JaKoM, YHUCTAUWIMMH cpeacTBaMM H... Jla, ecau 6bl y
MoHHH 6bL1 CBO# IOM, HMEHHO TaK TaM H JOJDKHO ObLIO Obl
naxHyTb! OHa 3aKpblia 171a3a, 4TOObl CHOBA YBHAETb B Me4YTax
CBOH IOM.

Tonpko OHa OO Hero He jAolivla. BxonHass aBepb ObuUla
OTKpbITa, KaK Oyaro npurnamiags MoHHM BoiitTH. Ho Kak
JI€BOYKA HH CTapajiaCh, eii HUKAK He yJaBajloCch NMPUOIU3UTE-
csl K noMy. BbUIO TEMHO, HO M3 OTKPBITO# ABEPH JIWICSH CBET,
TaK YT0 MOHHM cMOITa pa3risaAeTb, YTO HAXOAMTCH...

Ha cpanke!

PsinoM ¢ Heif 4YTO-TO CBETWIOCh — KOHEYHO Xe, 3TO ObUIH
3BE3JOYKM Ha IOYTOBOM siuuKe! MOHHM mNOBepHyJach K
HeMy auuoM. OnHa — JOBe — TpH — 4YeTbipe — MNITh —
IeECTb — ceMb. Bce OHM CBEeTHWIHCDH, HO TPETbs — sIpye BCeX.
IloyeMmy TpeThsi, a He Bropasi? MOHHH HM30 BCcEX CHJI CTapa-
J1aCh IPODUTLC K SIIUKY H MOCMOTPETD, YTO €€ XAET Ha 3TOT
pa3. Ho coH npepBasicsi, pacchinajics Kak CTeKI0, B KOTOpoe
KTO-TO OpocHJ1 KaMeHb.

Hactynmuio yrpo u Cresula Tpsicna e€ 3a ruieyo.

— Bcrasaii, getka. BoT yX TOYHO y T€0s1 YUCTasi COBECTb,
€CJIY Thl TaK cnuuib! CeroqHs Thl XOTh CMOXELIb HaiTH CBOIO
oxexnay...

— JlagHo, — MOHHHM CBecHJIa HOTH U CIIPBITHY/Ia BHH3.
CTtpaHHO GbUIO NMPHU3EMIMTLCS Ha MOJI, a HE Ha Ky4y OJEXIbI,
Kak Bcerna. B cBoeii 6oprbe ¢ 6ecnopsinkoM MOHHU gouuia
BYEpa Be4epoM OO TOIo, YTO MOBECHIA OAEeXIy Ha CTYI.

HepXa B pyKax 3epKajlio M COCPEJOTOYEHHO HaXMypHB-
wuch, Cresuna kpacuia ryosl. Bot oHa nocneaHuii pa3 npoBena
noMajgoi mo rybam, O6yaTo HaHecia Ha XOJICT TOCHETHHH
Ma3ok. MoHHH cobpanachk ¢ IyXoM H cCIpocuia.

— Crenna, NOMHMLIb, Thl KAK-TO NMOpBajia Lenouyky? Tam
elié ObUT KYJIOHYHMK B BHAE YaiKH.

— Y10? A, TY, yT0o Panpd nogapun MHe Ha JeHb poxie-
HHuA. KoHeyHo nmoMH10. OHa JOMIXHAa GBITH B LIKATYJKE. A
noyeMy THI CIpalliiBaellb?

— OHa 1e6e euwi€ HyxHa? A xouy cka3aTh, 4YTo ¢ Pannpom
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Tbl GOJIblIE He BCTpeYaellbCsl, a KYJIOHYHK, Tl MHE TOBOPH-
Jia, IOTepAH. 3Ta Lierno4Yka — OHa BCcE ewl€ mopsaHa?

— HagepHoe, st Benb €€ Tak M He NOYHHMJIA. A 3aYeM OHa
Tebe?

— 3Haeurb, Mbl B 1IKOJIE AelaeM Oychl... — COOCTBEHHO
roBOpsl, 3TO He ObUIO JIOXDbI0. OHHM JEHCTBUTEILHO MacTEPH-
JIM TUIAaCTWIHHOBBIE Oychl, Opyroe Aeno, 4ro e€ Oychl He
3aCJIyXHBAJIM TOTO, YTOObI MX HOCHTD.

Crenia 3aBUHTHIA TIOOMK ¢ T'yODHOH nMOMalol U MOocMOTpe-
Ja Ha MOHHHU.

— KoHeuHo, getka. Ecin cMoxeunns e€ Haiitu, — Crenna
cJIerKa MOATOJKHYNMa K MOHHHM LIKATYNKY C TpeMs BblIBHIXK-
HBIMHU SUIMYKAMH, — OHa TBOS.

C stumu cnoBamMu Crejuia BbUIeTENAa U3 KOMHAThl. A
MonHH Hauuia uenoyky. KoHeyHo, oHa GbUla MOpBaHa, HO B
MecCTe pa3phiBa €€ BIOJIHE MOXHO OBbLIO CKPENMUTbh HUTKOH, a
MOTOM c/leNaTh METIIO M CBSA3aTh BOKpPYT MeTénkH. CerogHs
Xe BeyepoM MOHHM 3THM 3aiMETCA, M TOrga yXe MOXHO
OymeT He GOSITBCS, YTO METENKA MOTEpsieTCS.

MoOHHHM HMKAaK He Morja 3aGeiTh cBoi coH. CregoBaio
MOTOPOIUTLCI, YTOOBI YCNETh MNPONTH 4Yepe3 ITyCThHIpb H
3arJIAHYTh B MOYTOBLIH SAUIMK. A BAPYT TaM YTO-TO JIEXHT €LUE
CO BYepalllHero AHsA, KOrJa el MPHLUIOCh noexaTh K 3yGHOMY
Bpavy!

YTpom Muccuc JIXOHCOH OMNATh 3arOBOPWIA O LIKOJIbHOM
aBToOyce. OHa co3BoHMIachk ¢ Muccuc Jlyti U Muccuc Paii-
HXapT, M OHH PELIWIH, YTO CErOAHs BIOJIHE MOXHO €XaTb Ha
aBToOyce, TeM OoJiee YTO HUKTO M3 HMX He MOT NMog6poCcHTh
leTeil Ha MalmiMHe. MOHHM B3sUia nopTdenb H KOPOOKy ¢
3aBTPaKOM, KPHMKHYJIa BCEM «IIOKa» M BbUIETEJIA M3 AOMY,
koria buM ewl€ TONBKO MpHCTYNMI K aneJbCHHOBOMY
COKY.

BuMm Tak 3agepxajics, NMOTOMY YTO NpPHMCIYWIMBAICH K
Tene(OHHBIM pa3roBopaM Mo MOBOAY LIKOJBHOIO aBrobyca.
MoHHHY BHAeNa, KaK OH YXMbUISETCS 3a CIIMHOH MHCCHC
JXOoHCOH, Kak 6ynTo eMy 4To-TO H3BecTHO. Ho y buma cBonx
3a60T xBaTa10. MOHHH clIbllIaJa, YTO 32 HUM OXOTHTCS Matt
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I1puHIM co cCBOMMU IpyXKaMH. BUM Bpsill U CTAHET CIEAUTh
3a Hel, eMy 6b1 caMOMY He ObITh 3aCTUFHYTHIM BpaciUIOX.

MOHHH OBICTpO Jobpaiach IO NMOYTOBOIO SIIMKA. TOYHO
— ¢aaxok nogHAT. YToOBl OTKPHITH SIMK, MOHHH BcTajia
Ha kosieHH. Cepalie CWILHO 3a0WJIOCh.

M TouHo! BHYTpH NlexXan elé ofMH JWIOBbIH KOHBepT. OH
oKasaJics TOJIIE M TsoKesee nepBoro. E€ nms Obulo HanmMcaHo
TaKMMH Xe SIpKO-KpacHbIMH 6ykBamMH. Ha yrosixkm koHBepTa
MOHHH TOXe NMoCMOTpea.

«CeMb Yynec» — HO B IPYTOM YTy CHUSUIH TPH 3BE3NOYKH
BMECTO OfHOH. MoXeT, 3TO NMPOCTO MapKH, HOBBbIf KOHBEPT
TsDKeJlee, BOT M MapoK HYXHO OoJblile.

MOHHH He Tepneloch OTKPBITh KOHBEPT, XOTs OBl 3amisi-
HyTb B Hero. Her yXx, mo aBToGyca oHa XOaThb HE CTaHET.

B xoHBepTe okasanach IUlocKas KykKia, HarogoGue Oy-
maxHoit. Ha Heit 6b1 MOOHBIN MKHHCOBBI KOCTIOMYHK, a
KYpPTKa Jaxe CHHUMasach. TOJILKO rojioBa ObUla OYeHb CTPaH-
Hoiti. [lo dopMe — HopmaJbHasi TrojloBKa, AJHMHHBbIE
pacnylleHHble BOJIOCHI, HO HH JIMLIO, HH BOJIOCHI HE HapHCO-
BaHbl, BMECTO HUX — pPOBHasl 3epKaJibHas NMOBEPXHOCTh, KaK
OyaTo... KaK 6yaTo JuLo ObUI0 HEe 3aKOHYEHO, U IOPHUCOBATh
ero npunércas MoHHH. Kakue cTpaHHBble, OQHAKO, MBICIH
CTaJIM MPUXOAMUTH €il B TOJIOBY.

K xyxie nmpwiaraiuch MajleHbKHMe LIBETOUYKHM, OHHU CHSUIH
Kak anMasbl. My Kak py6uHsbl. LlBeTouxku okazanuch 6yna-
BOYHBIMH TojloBKaMH. M OynaBkM, M cTpaHHasi KyKia 6e3
BoJIoc M 6e3 nuua ObUTH 3aBEPHYTHI B Oymary.

«Kykna, He HaBoasas nopyy. Mcnonb3oBaTh ¢ JOOPHIMH
HaMEpPECHUSIMU».

«He HaBopsimasi nopyy?» — mopropwia MoHHH. YTo-TO
nonobHoe oHa yxe cibilnana. Hy, koHedyHo. Kykna, HaBoas-
was nmopyy. UnnoTckas TpsinuyHas Kykia, Kotopyio CenbMa
npHHecia Kak-To B wkKomy. CenbMma Toraa ckasaja, 4YTO
xopoiuo 6bl, 4T06B1 Y MHCC DHMC pa3bonesiach rojiopa H oHa
yuuia ¢ 3aHATHH, Toraa CenbMma cMmorna 6b1 mopaHbiie cbe-
XaThb M3 LIKOJBI M ycrejaa Obl cbe3nuTh 3a O6WwieTaMHM Ha
koHuepT «[IpunamoyHeix». C 3TUMH cioBamu CenbMa no-
JIOXWIa KyKITy Ha CTOJ1 M BOTKHYJIa €l B rojioBy 6ynaBky.
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Tonbko M3 To¥ 3aTeH HHYEro He BhILUIO. Mucc DiMc ¢
AeXypcTBa He yuua, u CeabMa octanach 6e3 6unetoB. Celb-
Ma Toria NpMlUIa B SIPOCTh M TOC/IE YPOKOB BhIOpOCHJIA
KYKITy B MyCOPHYI0 KOp3HHY. JTO ObLIa KyK/a, HaBOAALIAs
Mopyy, NpUHocsILIasg MoasaM HecdacTbe. Ho YTo Takoe Kykia,
He HaBoAsfllas nopyy?

Tak ¥ He Halias oTBeTa, MOHHH CYHYJIa KYKIY B KOLIEIEK
M nobexana K octaHoBKe. EciiM oHa omosgaer Ha aBroOyc,
NpHAETCH BCEM U KaXIOMY OObSICHSATH, KAK 3TO CIyYWIOCh, a
MoKa 4YTO OHAa He MoIjla NMpHAyMaTb HH €IMHOIO INpaBIOIO-
JIOGHOTO OOBSICHEHMS.

Ilepen caMoii octaHoBKO# €€ nepexsatwi bum.

— Yro THI TaM Hauuia? — eJie CJBILIHO CIPOCHI OH. —
YTo THI B3sJ1a U3 TOTO CTApOro MOYTOBOIO sALIMKA?

MoHHH NoKpemmye nmpuxaia K cede Koulenéx. 3Ha4yuT, OH
JEHCTBUTEIBHO 3a Hell WMHOHWI! Xopollo, YTO OHA NEepBOii
nobpanach oo sSlIMKa, MHaYe He BHAATh OBl e€ii KOHBEpTa,
Jaxe eclii OH aJgpecoBaH JIMYHO €if.

— He TBOE neno! — rpoMKo OTBETWIA OHAa H NPOTHCHY-
JIach B TOJIY 1UKOJIBHHUKOB. ABTOOYC TOJIBKO 4YTO INMOJOLIEN.
CeroqHs aBepU OTKPHLIBAJIMCH HOPMaJbHO, HO MHcTep Yam-
Oepc BCE paBHO He CIycKall C HUX IMla3. MOHHHM mnpoluia B
cepeiHy CaJloOHa M IUTIOXHYJIaCh Ha CHAEHbE psAoM c DJuc
[MTakcToH, 4yTb-4yTb onepeauB Pyr Putun. ObGe meBouku
37100HO ycTaBWIMCh HA MOHHH, a DJMC cTaja NMHUXaTh €€ B
60Kk, KaKk OyaTo crapasicb CTOJIKHYTb B mnpoxod. OmHako
MoOHHU He ofpalajla Ha He€ HHMKAKOro BHMMaHus. Eé
MBIC/IH ObUTH 3aHATHI coBceM ApyruM. [lToxoxe, buM wimnmno-
HWI 3a Heil, Korga OHa XOAWIa K IOYTOBOMY SILUIUKY, HU
BIIOJIHE BO3MOXHO, YTO OH COOMpaeTCs LUMHOHHUTD H BIpeab.
Ot 3T10i1 MBICIM MOHHH TIpHIILIA B IPOCTh. YBHAEB €€ JIHIIO,
Onuc nepecTasia TOJKATLCA W OTOABHHY/IACH B YTOJL.

Ho He 310 OBUTO CaMBIM IIaBHBIM. UTO Takoe «KyKia, He
HaBoOAs1asl MOpYy», H KaK €l0 NoJb30BaThcsi? A B TOM, YTO
KYKJIOH NpHMIOETCA BOCMOJB30BaTbcsi, MOHHM He COMHeEBa-
J1ach.
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5. Céem 60 mome

Kyxia, He HaBoAsllas Nopyy, JieXajia MeXay CTpaHHLIAMHU
y4e6HHKa. MOHHH JocTana eé ¥ pasmiaaena moayuute. Ecmm
He oOpalaTh BHMMaHHSA Ha rojioBy, KyKia ObUla IOXOXa...
noxanyii, Ha CreJuUly, HaleBLIYIO IO CIy4yal0 CBUIAHUs CBOM
HOBBIH KOCTIOM.

Her, cxopee, He Ha Creiuty... MOHHHU NOTpsCia TOJIOBONA.
Ka3sanoch, Ha €€ mMIa3ax KyKja cTaja Kopode U 4YyThb TOJILIE,
Teriepb OHa crTaja moxoxa Ha CenpMy. MOHHH NOAHSUIa
ToJIOBY OT KHMrH M okuHyna CenpMy B3DISAOM. Paspanub-
IIMCh Ha CTyJle, TAa HaKpyyMBajla Ha Iajel] Npsab BOJIOC H
TIOCTYKMBaJIa APYTOii pyKoii o napte, oTOMBasi TAKT JIMLIb €M
OOHOM cibIlIHOM mecHU. CelbMa — Hy-HY!

A MOXeT, KyKia noxoxa Ha 9HH Ileppu — win Ocrep...
MoHHHM oThICKaNa B3IIIIOM oOeux aeBoyek. Ho Her, eé
MEICJIH BCcé BpeMs Bo3Bpaliaiuch K CenbMe. MOHHM BliepBhie
MONbITAIACh TPEACTAaBUThL cebe, KaKoBO 3T0 — ObITh CeJb-
MO, WM, ckaxeM, Dauc IlakcToH. A BIApPYr CIy4dTCH
HEBEPOATHOE, M OJHAXABI YTPOM OKAXETCS, YTO BCE MOMEHS -
JINCh OPYT ¢ apyroM TenaMH. OcTaHYTCS JIM OHHM co0oif — B
YyXKOM TeJle — WIH...

PaHbllle Takie MBICTH HHKOIIA €if B TOJIOBY HE NPHXOIH-
qu. CrpaHHO Bcé€ 3T0. MOHHH MOCMOTpesa Ha KYKIy H YyTh
He BCKPHKHYJIA OT YAMBJIEHHSA. Y KYKIbl IeHCTBUTEbHO ObU1a
ronoBa CenbMbl — Kak 6ynTo ¢ortorpadmio HaKIeWwIH — H
OHa BOIIPOCHUTEJILHO NMomsiAbiBaia Ha MoHHHU, 6yaTO Yero-To
xnana. Yro Obl 3T0 3HAYMWIO?

CenpMa coBceM He MHTepecoBala MoHHH. OHa 6bUla
ONHOH H3 TeX AeBOYeK, Koro Jydine H3Gerats. U a3TH eé
Be4YHble pa3’roBophl O «IIpunagoyHex», «CKaKyHax» H oOcC-
TaJIbHBIX MOIHBIX HAa JNaHHbBIH MOMEHT rpymnmnax. MoHHH
MoTbITAJIaCh COCKOONNTh M3o6paxeHune CenbMbl. Hudero He
noxyynwiock. MOHHH 3/100HO ycraBWIach Ha Kykiy. Eciu ato
CenpMa, OHa eii He HyXHa. BHe BCAKOro cCOMHEHHUs.

OnHako MOHHHM cMOTpena Ha KyKiIy, H IIOCTENIEHHO He-
MpHA3HDb CTajla OTCTYNaTh Ha 3a0HUM 1uaH. CenbMa He ObUla
e€ moapyroii. 1 Bmmsimena oHa IIymo: IVla3a KOCHAT, poOT
MOCTOSIHHO TNPHOTKPBIT, AaXe KOrla OHa MOJYMT.
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MOHHH NMOYYBCTBOBaJIa, YTO YKOJIOJIA MaJjiell, TOT caMbIi,
KOTOpPBIM TMbITAJIACh COCKPECTH H3o0paxeHue Cempmbl. U
0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 3TO OHA HATKHYJAach Ha OAHY M3 KOPOTKHMX
6yJIaBOK C IOJIOBKAMH B BHIE I[BETOB, KOTOpLIC JIEXalIH B
KOHBEpPTE BMeECTe ¢ KyKJIoi. bynaBka nmpsiMo-Taku BIWIACh B
nanel, MoHHHM JaXe He cpasy €€ CTpsXHYyJa.

T'onoBkoit y 3TOii OynaBKM OBUIa MAIIOCEHBKAS TEMHO-
KpacHasi po3odyka. MOHHHM BHITalIWIA €€ M3 IMaiblia, HO
npojoiDKana AepXaTh B pyKax.

Kykna, He HaBonsimas Nopyy — M Ta, YTO NMPHHOCHIA
CenbMa, OHa Beb BTBIKAJNA B Ty KyKiny OynaBku. HaBomuts
NMop4yy — He HaBOAMTD NopUy, 6e33ByYHO MOBTOPSAIAa MOHHM.
CenbMa npHHec]a Ty KyKIy, YTo6bl NpHYMHHTS Bpel. Heko-
Topble NEeBOYKHM TNOBEPWIH, YTO OHA CMOXET 3TO CHENATh.
TonbKo HUYEro M3 3TOrO He BbILIO. Pa3zBe MOXHO BHI3BaTh Y
KOro-HMOyIb IoJIOBHYIO 00JIb, BTBIKAs1 B KyKIy OyJsaBKy?

BynaBka ¢ po304Koif — OHa TAKas XOpOLUEHbKasi. A BeOb
CenpMa BeIDIfiAEeNa OB 3HAYMTENBHO JIydllle, €CJIM ObI Mepe-
CTajJa HaKpy4YHMBaTh Ha maJjel] BOJOCH H JepXaja poT
3aKpBITHIM. MOHHH C yIMBIEHHMEM OOHApyXIla, YTO €€ pyKa
COBHHYJIACh C MECTa M BOT yXe Oy/1aBKa BOIIUIa B MAJICHBKYIO
JABLIPOYKY Ha roJioBe KyKibl. Po3oyka Xopollo cMoTpenach B
BoJiocax. MOXHO NMoayMaTh, YTO 3TO 3aKOJIKA, YTOOBI BOJIOCHI
He JIe3N1H B Ma3a. byjiaBka He BhIMagaia.

— MoHHH?

Ona B3APOTHYJIA M 3aXJIONHY/IA KHHUTY.

— Ha, mucc Diimc?

— Tw1 yXe BuIOpana TeMy AoMalliHeil paGoTEI K Cliemylo-
e naTHuue?

Kakasi noMauiHssa pabora? MoHHH JaXe He cpa3y NOHsUIA,
0 4éM MIET peyb. [loTOM AeBoYKA BCIIOMHMWIA CBOi IOX0O4 B
6MOIHOTEKY — Ka3aJl0Ch, 3TO ObUIO CTO JIET Ha3al — M KHHUTY
o crappix gomax. OHa MOHATHA He HMMeJa, B 4€M Oyzer
3aKimo4yarbesl e€ pabora, YTo X, NpUIOETCS NMPHUAYMLIBATh Ha
xony.

— Jla, mucc DitMc, — oTBeTWIa MOHHH, TLITAsACh NpH-
JaTh TOJIOCY YBEPEHHOCTD.

IToxoxe, MUcC DIMC TaKoil yBepeHHOCTH He MCIBIThIBAJIA.
C/MIIKOM YacTo MOJOOHBIE TONBITKH 3aKAHYMBAJINCH IS
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MOHHH NOJHBIM NPOBAJIOM — WIH IOYTH MOJIHBIM, YTO OAHO
H To Xe. [ToueMy-To Bcerma, Koraa Aejlo KacajloCh YPOKOB
WIH IOMAalIHHUX 3aaHHi, pyKH Yy MOHHH CJIOBHO OTKa3blBa-
JINCh CIIYXWTb, TaK YTO CIeJIaTh MaKeT, WIH OTKDBLITKY, WIH,
YTO €lllé XyXe, HalKCaTh CTUXOTBOPEHHE WIM COYMHEHHE Ha
CTPaHHYKY — 3TO ObUIO mpocTo Bhillle €€ cwi. OHa 3Hana,
YTO XOYET CKa3aTh, HO Ha OyMare HUYero He MoJaydaaoch. Tak
YTO OHa M TBITaThCs IepecTana.

MoOHHH noxoxaana, MoKa MHCC DIHMC He OTBEPHETCA M
Ha4YHET MHcaTh HA JOCKe, YToObl eul€ pa3 IOCMOTPETh Ha
Kykiny. JInua y Heé Gonbliie He 6bUIO, a OyJaBKa BHINIAJa.
Monnn nornsigena Ha CenbMy. Ta cunena npsiMee... H BBITIS -
Iejla KakK-To... MOHHH mnortpsicia rojxoBoil. Hedero
BbIIYMbIBaTh. Eif MpOCTO MOMeEpeUIMIOCS.

OnHako oHa euwl€ OBaXnbhl AocTapaja Kykiay. CHayana
KyKJia npeBpaTWiach B MHUcc DiiMc, 1 MOHHH yKpacuia e€,
KaK KOpDOHO#i, MaJIeHBKUMH OeJIbIMH LiBeToukaMH. M cpasy
Xe MHcCc DHMC MepecTana XMYpPHThCS, OT Yero y He€ Bcerma
6bU10 TaKkoe CypoBoe U TpeGoBaTelbHOE BhIpAXEHMC 1ML, H
ONHWH pa3 Jaxe 3acMesuIach.

B cnemyiomimii pa3 Kykia HanmoMHWwia Creury. MoHHH
BbIOpasia XENTHIH LBETOK M BOTKHY/IA €r0 HE B IOJIOBY, a B
IbIpoYKy Ha ropne. Cresuia, KOHEYHO, JIIOOHUT MOLIYYUBATh,
HO OHa ObIBaeT Takoil MWIOH — BOT M LIENMOYKY NOoJapwia...

Ha nepemMeHe MoHHH yOpaia KyKiy B CyMKy. B aTor
MOMEHT KTO-TO OCTAHOBWJICS PSIIOM C €€ MapTOoi.

— Yro ThI Aenaellb B cy660Ty — HE B 3Ty, a yepe3 onHy?

MoHHH yIHBIEHHO NMOAHIA TOJIOBY. PgaoM ¢ Hell cTosuia
CenbMa.

— A B 4€M fen0? — BhINAJWIA OHA TNEpBOE, YTO IMPHIILIO
el B royiosy.

CenpMa Hayaza ObUIO HAKpy4YMBaTh Ha mnajell Npsab Bo-
joc, notoM ormyctTwia e€. OHa ObLUla SIBHO YAMBJIICHHA,
CJIOBHO He 3HaJjla, YTO OTBETHTb.

— 3Haels... MBI coGHpaeMcst K DNKC... Y HE€ IBa HOBBIX
ansboMa — bennu llynbi ¢ «bnok bactepc». Xodeus noiftu
¢ HaMu?

MoHHH Aaxe pacKkpbUia OT yIHBIEHHS pOT. 3a BCE BpeMms,
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9TO OHa MpoXuia y JIXOHCOHOB, €€ BIepBbie KyAa-TO IIpH-
IJIaLlaIH.

— W neHb Bcex CBATHIX MBI TOXe 0OCYIHM, — NpoAo/DKaia
Cenbma, — Kakue y Hac OyAYT KOCTIOMbI, H BCE OCTaJIbHOE.

3a BpeMs cBoero npeoOniBaHus B JIaHmM MOHHH ycnena
BBISICHHTD, YTO J€Hb BCEX CBATHIX — IUTYKAa OY€Hb HHTepec-
Hafa. Ho eil ¥ B roloBy He NPMXOAWIO, YTO M OHAa MOXET
y4acTBOBaTh B Npa3gHHUKE.

— Tak 1o npunémb? — HacTOH4YMBO MoBTOopHaa CenbMa.
B €€ rosioce nmpockoib3HYJIM 3HAKOMbIE OOMDKeHHble HOTKH,
KakK OyATO OHa yXe MnoXxaJjeja, YTo noaouuia K MoHHHM.

— HasepHoe, ecu cMory, — oTrBeTiwia MoHHH, Ho CeJlb-
Ma yXe OTBEpHYJACh.

MOHHHM cHeNa HE LIEJOXHYBUIUCh, @ MO3T €€ HaNpsSKEH-
HO paborai. B Kykiy, HaBoAsilIyIo Mop4y, BTHIKAIOT OYy/IaBKH,
YTOOBl NMPHYUHHUTL Bpeld. A YTO TPOMCXOAMT C KYKJIOH, He
HaBoasllel nopyy? 3HAYMT JIM 3TO, YTO LBETOYKH-OY/IaBKH
Bpelda He NPHHOCAT, M JaXe coBceM HaobGopor? Hyxmo
noGpicTpee pa3oOparTbesl.

MOoHHH He cTana JocTaBaTh KyKiy, a IIPOCTO MoJAymMajia o
Crenne — mpencraBwia e€ cebe — M moxenaja el 4yero-
HHOYIb XOpOLIEero, XOoTs Yero HMEHHO, OHA M caMa He 3HaJa.
MoxerT, npubaBKH XaJlOBaHHUs WIH AaXe HOBOIO NMOKJIOHHH-
Ka — HbIHelIHuH yxax€ép, O®pea, MoHHH coBceM He HpaBWICS
— HO HENpeMEeHHO XOpolIero.

B aBTOOyce MOHHH He 3aMevYajla HUKOIo BOKpyr. Temepb
HYXHO MOJOXIAaTb U BBIACHUTb, caydurcs Yy CTe/ulbl YTo-
HUOyIb Xxopolllee, WIH HET. A e€ClId CIydyuTcsi — MOHHH
DIyOOKO B3IOXHYJIa, — 4YTO Xe 3To 3a Kykina? M kak ewo
noab3oBaTheA? Kykna, He HaBoaslas MopYyy — MOXET, OHa
ell€ MHoroe ymeeT Aenatb? EciiM BC€ 3TO He BbIIYMKH.

Tem BpeMeHeM BuM ToXe Bopouajicsi Ha CUAEHbE B aBTO-
6yce. JleHp npow€n BmodHe cHocHo. Mucrep I[lapcon
MocMaTpuBai 3a M3TTOM H OCTaJlbHbBIMH, TaK YTO OHH HeE
cMmoru 3anoBuTth buma. K cyactbio, MaTry npuuuioch oc-
TaThbesl B WIKOJIE MOCIe YPOKOB. YepHWIbHLIN NMHUCTOJIET TaK H
BHCel y Hero Ha uiee. Hamo Hanesitbesi, 6e3 MaTra oHHM
octaBaT buma B nokoe. buM omycTun pyky B KapMaH H
Hallymaj nojocKy Metauia. YTo 3a cTpaHHble Ha HeH OyKBBI!
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Bonbine Huxakux «Ca-6ym» — bum 6osics Toro, 4ro MOXeT
ciayyuThcs. Ho HeyXenmn najioyka B3anpapay nepekpblia JBe-
pM aBTrOoOGyca?

Bot OBl IpoBEpHTb, HO HET, CTPALIHO.

Ilo KpaiiHe#i Mepe, HOBble BAPHAHTH KOHTPOJIBHOM €llé
He TIPHCNAIH, TAK YTO O MaTeMaTHKe MOKa MOXHO ObUIO He
6ecnokouthcs. Briepenn buMm yBuaen Monnu. OHa Tak Ha-
NPSCKEHHO BIISIABIBANACH BO YTO-TO 33 OKHOM, 9TO bHM ToXe
MOBEPHY rojioBy. OQHAKO HHYEro HHTEPECHOTO TaM He ObUIo
— BCE Te Xe YJIMIUBL.

Ha xakoit ocraHoBKke oHa BbIiiieT? Ha AMcrepnam? Ha-
BEpHOE, B MOYTOBOM SINHMKE €€ 4YTo-TO XHET. Her, MOHHHU
cobpasiach BHIXOOUTh Ha MX OCTAHOBKE.

BuMm nposoaun e€ B3rmsimoM. OHa naxe He OIISTHYJACH.
MabyuK ToXe MONOLIEN K ABEPSAM -— Ha cienylolei ocra-
HOBKE OH coOMpaJicsl BBIXOAHUTh — H CTaJl IOCMAaTpMBAaTh Ha
yauuy. [loroM BHHMAaTENbHO OIVIANEN CBAJIKY, OXHaas, YTO
MoOHHHU mosBUTCH C Apyroii cropoHbi. Ho HHKOro tamM He
6pU10. BUM caM MOIUIENCA Ha CBAIKy, K TTIOYTOBOMY SIIIMKY.
HasepHoe, ceronHs Hu4Yero He 6ymeT, naXe eCcad U MPHUILIO
MHCBMO, €ro cKopee Bcero B3sia MoHHH. OHa Tak cneunwia
YTPOM.

Bor u novroBwlii smuK. buM omycTwics nepem HMM Ha
KoJieHH. ®naxox 6bU1 ONMylNeH, a KpHILIKA He MOANABalach,
CKOJNbKO BMM €€ HH TAHYN. A Beob paHblle OHAa TaK JIETKO
oTKpbiBasack. Kasamoch, oHH ¢ MOHHH TONBLKO CETOOHSA
HaIMCATH Ha SlIMKe CBOH MMeHa — TaKoif apKoil u 6rects-
e 6puU1a Kpacka. A 4To, eclii... BUM qocTan MeTainyecKyio
TIOJIOCKY M HaBEJI €€ Ha SIIHK.

«Ca-6yM», — He CJIMLIKOM IPOMKO, HO ¢ HaXHMOM Ipo-
H3HEC OH.

Ho HecMoOTpsi Ha Bce ero yCHJIMS, SILIUK HE OTKPBIBAJICH.
buM naxe momyman, 4YTo 3amep ero Hascerga — WIHM IO
KpaifHell Mepe Ha HEeKOTOpoe BpeMs, KaK Tora B aBrooOyce.
OneyaleHHbIN 3TOH MBICNBIO, MAJILYHK OTTIPABHICH JOMOJ.

Y muccuc JIxoHCOH 6butH rocTH. BUM cKOp4YMI rpHMacy.
OH e1€ B KOPHAOPE YCIBILIAN 3TOT CIMUIKOM XOpPOLIO 3Ha-
KOMBIH rosioc. bonbliie Bcero Ha CBETe eMy XOTeNI0Ch 3aKPBITh
3a cobo¥i OBeph M OYYTMTbLCH Ha yaule, HoO bum 3Ham, 9ro
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3TOro eMy He no3BoisT. YTo 3aech Hgenaer Mucc Banacko?
Jna e€ OOBIMHOIO BH3HMTA CIMLIKOM PaHO.

Pa3 B Mecsll oHa npHXOAWIa Y3HATh, KaK y Hero aena. Ho
OHa Xe ObuUTa 34eCh BCero ABe HeleNH Ha3al, M TOraa eMy
TIpMULIOCH AaBaTh OObSCHEHHS O TOBOAY 3K3aMEeHa, M OHa
YTO-TO TOBOPHJIA O AONOJHHUTENIbHLIX 3aHATHAX. BoT, HaBep-
HO€, 4YeTr0 OHH XOTAT, — YTOOBI OH GoNbllle BpeMEHH TIPOBOAMI
B LIKOJe. BMM BHITIATII HHXHIOIO IyOy M ¢ palocThiO NMHYJ
6B1 ABEepb HOTOM, HO HE TMOCMeEI.

— buM, 310 THI? — ymIM y MHccHC JIXOHCOH, YTO TBOHM
panapsl (0 HHX HeJaBHO TOBOPHJIM B LIKOJIE), a HAa 3aTbUIKE Y
He€ TOYHO ell€ Mapa IMla3 — Io KpaifHeil Mepe, HHoOrAa.

— Na.

— 3axonm.

BuM HeoXoTHO MOBMHOBajJcA. B KoMHaTe cuaena MHcC
Banacko. Ilpu Buae buMa oHa Halenuia CBOIO YALIOGOYKY;
buMy oHa Ka3anach elll€ 6osee GaNbUIHBOI, YeM Te YCBI, YTO
npupHucoBan cebe MaTT, Korga m3obpaxan u3 cebs 6occa.

— i pana Te6sa BuOeTh, bum.

— 3apascTByliTe, MHCC Banacko, — OTBETHN OH, XOPOLLO
3Hasl, 4ero OT HETO OXMAAIOT, H 6bIcTpo no6aBwn: — [loBTOp-
HOM KOHTPOJILHO# ellé He OO0, YTO-TO CIYYHIOCH C
BapMaHTaMM 3ajaHuii. PaHblne crneaylolneii Hemenu KoOH-
TPOJIbHOM N0 MaTeMaTHKe y MeHS He Oyaer.

— A g yBepeHa, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 Thl BCE pelIHIIb, —
obompuna oHa ManpyMKa. — TBI JaXe He 3Haelllb, KakK
XOpOLIO MOXelIb YYHUThCSI. Bcé GymeT oTIMYHO, BOT TaK, — H
OHa TNOAHsANA OonplIOM Najneln; KBepXy. BuM mnoHsTHS He
HMeJ, 4yTO OBl 3TO 3HAYWIO.

Ilo xpaliHeit Mepe GoJbliie BOIPOCOB OHA €MY He 3allaBa-
7a. BMecTo 31010 OHa cKa3ana, o6paiasch K MHCCHC JIKOHCOH.

— KoHeyHo, elli€¢ HHU4Yero He pelieHo. Mul BaM NNO3BOHUM.
Ynauu tebe, bum.

Ha 3ToT pa3 e€ ynnibKa He Ka3ajlach TaKO#H NpPHKIIEEHHOI,
KaK obbryHO. MoXeT, OHa IEHCTBUTEJILHO XeJlaeT eMy HO-
6pa? Mucc Basacko cobpanach yxoquts, # MUccHC JIXXOHCOH
NMpoBOAWIA €€ NO ABepeil, a bUM HampaBWwiIcS B KyXHIO.

M cHoBa yBuaen Monuu. Ha crone psmoMm c Heil crosin
CTaKaH MOJIOKa, a Ha OymaxHO# candeTKe Jexald IBa
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LIOKOJIAAHBIX TIHPOXHBIX C OPEXaMH, HO I€BOYKA HE MPHUTPO-
HyJIaCb HH K MOJIOKY, HM K NHpOXHbIM. M onsATh 3TOT
CTpPaHHBIN B3IISIA.

— ...HOBOE IUIaThe, — MpOLIENTAla OHa, KaK oyaro buma
B KOMHaTe He ObUto. — BoT, 4TO Hamo — HOBOE IUIATBE.

— Kr0 3TO0 cobGHpaeTcs Tebe ero mogapurh? — CNpOCHI
buM.

MoHHH OykBanbHO noackouywia. [Toxoxe, oHa He 3aMeya-
Ja npucyTcTBUs BbUMa, noka oH He 3afjan Bompoc. 3aTeM OHa
nokayaja roJoBOH.

— IlnaTtes MHe HHKTO He mogapurt. HaoGopot, MoxeT, 5
€ro Koe-KoMy Nnoaapio.

— A oTKyza JeHbr'H Bo3bMEWL? — crnpocua bum.

MOHHH 3acyHy/la B pOT BCé NMHPOXHOE LICJIMKOM, U ei
MPHLLIOCH XOPOLIEHBKO MPOXEBaTh, MpeXIe 4YeM OHa CMOrJia
OTBETHTbD.

— A s ew€ He 3Haw. MoxeT, nojgapio, a MOXeT, U HeET.
3mecy 6bU1a TBosA MHcc Banacko. 3ayeM OHa mpHuXoamwia —
ell€ pa3 yoequThca B TBOEH TymocTu?

BuM paccBUpHIIEN.

— A BoT ¥ Her! OHa noxenana MHe yaadH. [ToHsTHS He
HMelo, 3a4eM OHa NpPHUXOAWIA.

— MoxeT, Te6 onATh nepecenar, — MOHHHM caenana
OOJIBLLION IJIOTOK MOJIOKA, YTOObl 3alHMTh HHPOXHOEe. — A
€CJIM 3TO M TaK, Thbl Beb ObLI OBl paJ 0Ka3aThCs MOAAJBLIE OT
Masrra?

Onarbp nepee3xarb? buM o6B€n rmazamMu KyxHio. KoHeu-
HO, OH 6osiica MaTra c ero 1aiikoii, 1 B JIXOHCOHax eMy
MHOroe He HpaBwiloch. Ho oKka3biBaeTcsi, HpaBWIOCh €My B
HMX ropasgo Gosblie. ANNMETHT Y HEro COBCEM MpoMnal, Jaxe
XeJIyloK 3abones. 3a oIHO 3TO MNpPEONOJOXEHHEe OH TaK
BO3HEeHaBHIeNn MOHHH, YTO 4YyThb He ydapwi €€ Mo JIHLYy.
BrnipoueM, yaapb OH €€, Hayajach Obl ApaKa, H €ro XaajiH Ol
HOBLIE HeNpHUATHOCTH. EcIM OHM TONbKO 3aJyMaliuCh €ro
nepecenThb, TO Apaka ¢ MOHHHU YTBEDOUT MX B 3TOM HaMepe-
HHH.

— TbI yTO-TO CiBIIIANIA? — CHIPOCWI OH, XOTA €My YXaCHO
He XOTeJIoCh MOKA3bIBAaTh, KAKOE BIleYaT/IECHHEe NMPOH3BEIM Ha
Hero cjioBa MoHHH. Ho HYXXHO BBIICHUTB, YTO €if H3BECTHO.
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— Her. IIpocTo 3T0 He €€ AeHb, TaK Bedb? A eClIH HH C
TOr0o, HH C CEro MNMPHXOAUT TBOM COLMAJIbHBI HHCIIEKTOP,
3HA4YUT, TeOs XOTAT mepecequTh. TaK Bcerga ObIBaeT, —
MOHHH KHBHYJIa CO 3HAaHHMEM JeNa, KaK OyATO CTO/NBKO pa3
CTAJIKMBaJIach ¢ MOAOOHOM cHTyalHei, YTO MorJla pacnos-
HaTb e€ C niepBoro B3risAaa. buM 3aqymanca. MoHHH npHIILIOCH
CMEHHMTb MHOTO NPHEMHLIX POAMTEJICi, ropa3no Gonbllie, 4eM
BuMy, Tak 4TO, HaBepHOe, OHa MpasBa.

BbuM He cTan oTBeyaTh Ha €€ BOIIPOC, a NMOIUEJ B CBOIO
KOMHATY M ceJl Ha KpoBaTb. «Ero» KoMHaTa, «ero» KpoBaTh —
M BOBCE OHM He €ro, BC€ 3TO NpHHaIEXHUT JIXOHCOHaM.
Hudvero cBoero y Hero HeT. U Kak Ooiaro oH 3aech ellé
npo6yner?

Becb Beuep oH Habmogan 3a JIXXOHCOHaAMH, IBITAsCh IO-
HATb MO MX pa3roBopaM, yTo npoucxoaurt. Ho Bcé npoxoauino
KaK Bceraa, Tojbko CTe/Ula MpHIUIA JOMOM YXacHO BO36yX-
OE€HHasl, TIOTOMY YTO €€ cleNai NMOMOLIHHKOM KACCHpa B
pecTopaHe, M eCJIH y He€ BCE OymeT Xopollo, Yepe3 HECKOJIb-
KO Helenb OOellaIM NOBBICHTb M XajloBaHbe. TONBKO BOT
Beb YTO MHTepecHO: mMoka Crenna pacckasbiBajla, MOHHHU
cugena M yiabibasachk CTpaHHOM TaKoi YJbIOKo#, M BuMm
HHKAaK He MOT TMOHATh, YTO OHAa O3Hayaja. buM aBaxabl
BHIEN Y Heé TaKylo YJIbIOKY, B 000HX ciydyasix MoOHHHM yaaBa-
JIocb KOro-to HaayTb. Ho kakoe oTHolleHHE MOI/a MMETh
MOHHH K NoOBbIlIEHHIO, 0belaHHOMY Cresuie?

buM n€r cnatb, YyBCTBYd cebsl caMbiM pa3HECYaCTHBIM
yenoBekoM. Hukro Hudero He ckasan. Hu cioBa, HHU HaMéKa
Ha TO, 4TO ero cobHupalorcs nepeBecTH B Apyroe Mecto. Ho He
OyayT Xe OHHM MoOJTYaTh 0 mocieaHeii MMHYTEHL... HaBepHoe,
BCE eNo B ero IUioxoif ydyebe. Ecnm oH caact 3K3aMeH Mo
MaTeMaTHKe, OHM nepeayMaloT. [lolmapHB mopa MOAYLIKOM,
OH HallyTiaJl METAJUTHYECKYIO MOJIOCKY H KPeNnKo 3aXal €€ B
PYKe.

«Ca-6ym», — mpouienTtan oH B TeMHOTe. — «Ca-6ym».

Bruio oyeHb TeMHO M xonogHo. OH CHOBa CTOSUI Ha
IyCThIpe, BOT ¥ TMOYTOBBIA SALIUK CO CBETALUMMMCSA 3BE3ROY-
kaMH. M crpaxa, 4YTOo €ro Moryr mnepecenutb, Oojibllie He
6suto. Haobopor, ero oxsatuno Bo3OyxXaeHue, Kak 6yaro
ceityuac PoxnectBo, nepen HMM Gonbliyliass Kopodka ¢ mo-
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IapKaMH, H BOT-BOT OH €€ OTKpoeT. YeTBEpTas 3BE310YKA Ha
MOYTOBOM SIIIMKe CBepKajia KaK €lo4YHoe ykpauieHue. Ero
XaaJ NoJapok, 3aMeydaTebHblii MOAApOK, CJIeJOBAJO JHILb
NMOOHATH KPBILIKY M JOCTaTh ero!

Ho He ycnien oH nNpoTSHYTh PYKy, KaK ThMa pacCTylWIach,
a OH OYHyJicA B noctenu. OH BCE elI€ cXUMaJl MeTaJUIHYec-
Kyl0 MNajJo4yKy. DBBiJIo oYeHb paHO, 3a OKHOM cepelu
npeapaccBeTHble CyMepKH. BUM BBICKOJIB3HYJI M3 MOCTEIH H
odesici TaK ObICTpO, KaK OyATO XOTeJ IOCTaBMTh PEKOPI.
HanéxHo cnpfATraB nmoA KypTKOW CBOM MepBbIM MoAapokK, OH
OTOABHHYJI 3aCOBBI, OTKPBUI 3aMOK W INOMYAJCAd MO YIHLE.
Her, ceronHs OH XIaTb He CTaAHET, OH JOJDKEH MOCMOTPETh,
YTO [ieNaeTcsl Ha CBAJIKe, OH MPOCTO 00si3aH!

Korna bum poOpancsa no pxXaBod MauIMHbl, He6o Ha
BOCTOKE CJIerka ropososejio. Tak M ecTb, ¢iaXoK NOgHAT!
CobcTBenHo, buM 1 He coMHeBasics B 3ToM. OH Opocuiics Ha
KOJIEHH M TIOTSAHYN KPBILIKY.

Ha s3ToT pa3 ero xaaio He NMHUCbMO, a CKOpee KpYIJIblit
CBEPTOK, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSUIO ero MMsA. BbUtH Ha cBEpTKe H
YyeThlpe 3BE3NOYKH — Mapku. JIpoxa oT HereprieHus, bum
pa3opBan 6ymary. I3 cBEpTKa Bhinaya cepebpucrasi Tpyoka —
TAaKOIO Xe€ L[BeTa, YTO U 3BE3NOYKH.

CO60Ky y He€ pacnojiarajach KHOMKA. TOT KOoHell TPyOKH,
yTO OJIMDKE K KHOIKE, MMeJI CTPAHHYIO 3a0CTPEHHYIO dopmy.
buM moaHsin TpyGKy OCTpLIM KOHLOM BBepX. Temepb oHa
HallOMHHalIa ropsiyio ceedy! He nymas o mociemcTBMsX,
BbuM Haxan Ha KHomnkKy. M Bcsi 3a0CTpéHHasi 4acThb TPYOKH
3aCBETHIACH TOYObIM CBETOM. '

B oTnmume ot ¢oHaps, 3Ta WITYKAa HHYETOo HE OCBellala.
CoOCTBEHHO rOBOPsI, OTOHEK ObUT BHIIEH, TOJIBKO €CJIH CMOT-
peTh NnpsiMo Ha Tpyoky. Her, oH ObUI XOJOIHBIM.

BbuM cinydaiiHo moaHEC TPYOKy K IOYTOBOMY SILIMKY H C
yOMBICHHEM OOHApyXWl, YTO YETBEpPTasA 3BE3NOYKA Ha €ro
KpBILLIKe 3aMepLiajia H cTajla sipye, 3acBeTWIach IoJlyboBaThiM
CBETOM, KaK OyATO 3Ta cTpaHHas cBedya OTAaJa €l 4acTb
CBOEH 3HEpruM.

BbuM ellé pa3 HakXal Ha KHOIKY, U OroHéK ucdes. [loHa-
JI€XHee crpsSTaB HaxoAakKy, buM momuascs moMoii, Hazesch,
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YTO €10 HE XBaTWIHCh, M 3TO YTPEHHee NMPHMKIIOYEHHE OCTa-
HeTcsa B TalHe.

3ayeM eMy HyXHa cBedya, OH He 3HaJl, HO OBUI YBepeH B
TOM, YTO OHa OYEHb NMPUIOZUTCHA

6. Tax xmo 6oumcsa?

Bum cugen B moctenu. OH ycmen Kak pa3 BoBpeMs. M3-3a
IBEpU NOHOCHWIOCH ryaeHMe OpHTBbI MHcTepa [IXOHCOHa, a
H3 KyXHH JojieTan apoMat Kode. HUKTO Tak ¥ He y3HaJ, YTO
OH BbIXOAWI U3 aoMy. bum moayman o Mouun. Ho Ha
KaXIOM KOHBEpTe CTOSJIO ero MMsa. Malp4MK JOCTasl IoXo-
XU Ha cBe4yy ¢oHapp M mnompoboBajl BHOBb HaXaTh Ha
KHOTIKY. 3a0CTPEHHBII KOHYHK €Jle MPUMETHO 3aCBETHIICH, a
caMa KHOIKA TOJIbKO 4yTh-4YYTb COABMHYJIACh, HO AAJIbLUE HE
uvila. 3aTo ryaeHHe OpHMTBBI NMpPEeKpaTWIOCh, 4 M3 KYXHH
MOCJBbILIATHCh BO3IJIAChI.

CBeT B KOpHIOpe TOMMHIaj, a NIOTOM OISTh 3aropescs.
BuM pewnncs eweé Ha- OOMH 3KCIEPUMEHT M IIOBTOPHO
OCTOPOXHO HaXaJl Ha KHONKYy. M onsATh cBeuka Ha MIHOBe-
HM€ BCIBIXHYJIA, a CBET 3aMHraJl. BUM HMKAaK He MOT MOHSTD,
9yTOo nmpou3ouuio. OH NOJIOXWI CBOH HOBBII MOJAPOK PSIOM
¢ nanoykoi «Ca-0yM» M CTajl HX BHUMATEJIbHO pa3NIsiAbIBaTh.

OH Ob1 TBEPHO ybOexaeH, 4To cinoBo «Ca-0ym» U MeTai-
JMYecKas IMNajoyka ¢ €€ HENOHATHBIMM PHCYHKaMH H
3aKOpIOYKAMH HMMEJIH KAKOe-TO OTHOLIEHHE K CTPaHHOMY
MPOHCUIECTBHIO C aBTOOYCOM H K ellé 6oJiee CTpaHHO Nepe-
MMyTaHHBIM BapHaHTaM KOHTpoJbHOH. Temepbr elwl€é M 3Ta
LITyKa, MoXoXas Ha CBedy.

buM xoTen 6bUIO CHOBA HaXaTh Ha KHOIKY, HO OTIEPHYI
pyKy. K10 octamnsin B siliMKe JwioBble KOHBepThI? U 3auem?

— Tlo3BoHu CTHBEHCY, — yCABIIAJ OH ToOJIOC MMCTepa
IIxoHcOHa. — YTO-TO CIydHIIoCh C 3NeKTponpoBoakoid. Eciu
npobk¥ HEUCHpaBHbI, MYCTb OH IO3a0OTHUTCA, YTOObLI MX
3aMEHWIH.

BuM cxBaTW1 cBedy H NMAJOYKYy M CIPSATA] MX NMOAaIblUe.
IIpeanonoXuM — TOJBKO MPEANONOXHMM, — YTO CBET Heid-
CTBUTEJIbHO MOTYX M3-3a CBE4YH, H JIXKOHCOHBI 06 3TOM y3HAIOT.
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M KTo NOBepHT B €ro paccKasel O NMOYTOBOM SIIHKe, Nojap-
Kax H «CeMH yyaecax»? B nouckax koHBepToB BuM nopsuics
B cBoéM mnoptdene. [lepBblii KOHBEPT COXpaHMWICH, HO OH
coBeplleHHO BbilBea. HU Haanuceil B yrnry, HM Mapok-
3pésnoyek. Jlaxe cBo€ coOcTBeHHOoe MMS buM pasnmumn c
6onplIMM TpynoM. KoHBepT, B KOTOpoM ObLlia cBeya, TOXE
yXe CHWIBHO IOCBETJIEN.

Xopowmo 6b1 moroBoputh ¢ MoHHH, moayMan oH. Kakue
NofapKH JocTalIuCh eii? B ToM, YTo OHa YTO-TO JOCTaBajia U3
SLIUKA, OH He coMHeBaIcs. OHa NOJDKHA 3HATh, KTO TaKHe
«Cemp Yynec» ¥ moyeMy OH NOMy4YW1 Takve noaapku. [Ha,
HYXHO NpHXaThb MOHHHM K CTeHKe M NMoTpeboBaTh OTBeTa!

Ilonuelit peltmMocTH, bUM moMyajicsi B KyXHIO H 3aJIIIOM
MPOIIOTH CBOM 3aBTpakK, TaK YTo MHUccHUC JIXXOHCOH mNpH-
LUTOCh ABaXObl HANOMHHMTL €My, YTO CIEUIMTb 3a edOH
Henb3d. Ho Mbican Muccuc JIXOHCOH OBUIM 3aHSITHI Hemo-
JlagKaMH ¢ 3nekTpudecTBoM. OHa obelasa Hcrieyb NeYyeHbe
JUISl LIEPKOBHOIO GIaroTBOpHUTENIBLHOIO 6a3apa U 6os1ach, 4TO
wiMra He Oymer paborats. Tak yro BuM, KoTopblit Bcerma
IOJIT0 CHOEN 3a CTOJOM M KpailHe HEOXOTHO BBIXOAWI H3
JIOMY, CETOAHS OKa3ajJcf MepBLIM — mocje eabl MOHHH
BEpPHY/Iach 32 YeM-TO B CBOIO KOMHATY.

CnpsitaBlINCch B nogbesne, buM nponyctin MoHHH Brie-
pén. He ornsgbiBasick MO CTOpOHaM — BIIEPBbIE C TeX MOp,

KaK 3a HUM CTaJl OXOTHThCA Ma3Tr, — BHUM ycTpeMmicsa 3a
MoHHH. Kak oH M npefamnosnarai, oHa HalpaBWIACh K ITYCThI-
pio.

Korma BuM HacTHr JeBOYKY, OHAa CTOSJIa Ha KOJIEHSX H
JIéprajia KpbILIKy MOYTOBOIO SILIMKA.

— Tam Huyero HeT!

MoHHH 06GepHyJIach TaK pe3Ko, YTO YyTh He ymana. JIuio
y Heé MNoKpacHejo, IMla3a cBepkaid. OHa TOTOBWIAch K
HacToslleH apake. buM oTcTymwr Ha wiar.

— Mocnywaii, — oH roBopua GLICTPO, HO HE TIOTOMY, YTO
Gosucst Ipaku, ocoGeHHO 3ech, Ha MycThipe. Jlaxe ecliM OHH
¢ MoHHM cuensrcs, JIXOHCOHEBI BCé paBHO HHYETO HE Y3Ha-
IOT U CIIMCOK €ro TNperpelieHHii He NonmoJIHuTcA. — Y10 310
3a awuK? Kro uM nons3yercs — xpome Te6s1? Kro Takue
«Cemb Yynec»?
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MOHHH BCKOYW/IA M Tenepb HACTymnaja Ha Hero, JIMLO Y
He€ MEepeKOCHIOCh OT SAPOCTH.

— A 9TO Tl O HMX 3Haelllb, — CIIPOCHJIAa OHa B CBOIO
oyepens.

— Tonbko TO, 9YTO OHH OCTABISIOT NMHCbMa, a B 3THX
NHChMaX JieXar...

— To1 6pan nucbMa? — Takoi pa3bIpEHHON OH €€ HHMKOT-
Ja el€ He BHOEN.

— Ha Hux cTosu10 MO€ UMSl, — NMOCMELIHO BO3pa3w OH. —
Kak Ha nmoyroBoM suuke. Bot, cMOTpH! — OH BBITALIWI U3
KapMaHa 06a KOHBEpPTa U ToMaxall y He€ mepel HOCOM.

MOoHHHM BIETIWIACh B HHX, a TaK Kak buM He cpa3y pasxan
MaJiblibl, BEPXHHII KOHBEPT mnopBajica. OoHAKO Ha KOHBEpTe
JeCTBUTENbHO ObLIO BhHIBEACHO ero UMs, Jaxe MOHHHU npu-
LLIOCh 3TO NPH3HATh.

— A Haw€n ux 3aech, — BHM yKa3as Ha MOYTOBBIA SILIMK,
— M OHH NpedHa3HaYaJuch MHe. Hameloch, ThI YMTATh yMe-
euib?

BripaxeHue JHLA J€BOYKH HE H3MEHHIOCh, HO OHAa KMB-
HyJa, XOT M KpaifHe HEOXOTHO.

BuM B3mOXHYN ¢ obneryeHueM. MOHHHM OH Tenephb He
0OosUICS, HO MO-TIPEXHEMY XOTeJl MOJYYHTb OTBETHI Ha CBOM
BOMpOCHL. B KOHIle KOHLIOB, AIHK — €€ Huaes.

— Kro takme «Cemp Yynec»? — nNOBTOpHI OH CBO#
BOTIpOC.

MoHHH noxana IUle4aMH.

— He 3Halo.

— Ho 11 ycTaHOBWJIA S1IIHK U HANHKCaJlla HA HEM CBOE MMSI.
3Ha4MT, Thl UX XOaja, — MPOAOJDKaN HacTauBaTb BuM.

MOHHH NHyJIA SAIIHK HOTOM.

— A npocro noaymana o nmuMchbMax. MHe M B roJioBy He
NPHUXOAWIO, YTO MX ACHCTBUTEJIbHO NMPHUIUIIOT, — €H OYeHb
HE XOTeJIoCh paccKa3biBaTh Bcée 310 buMy. EnmMHcTBeHHBIM
€€ XeaHueM ObUIo yOeXxaTh oTciofa nojablie, — YToObl He
caymath buMa ¥ He HaxomMTLCSl pAnoM c koM. Ho 4to
NpHUChUIAM BUMy B 3THX BBILIBETIIMX KOHBepTaXx? MOHHH He
IBHUHYJIAaCh C MECTa.

— Yro 6bUTO B TBOMX NHCbMaX? — pe3KO CNpPOCHJIAa OHa.

BuM noMomyan. MOHHM pelIWia, YTO OH He OTBETHT U €€
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3aXJICCTHY/Ia BOJIHA I'HeBa. BoT OBl Bpe3aTh eMy XOPOLIEHBKO
3a TO, 9TO OH Bcé HMcnopTHia. Ho TyT OH Joctan M3 KapMaHa
BETPOBKH KAKOM-TO IpEeAMET, 3aBEPHYTHIH B PBaHBIH JIMCTOK
M3 LIKOJIbHOM TEeTpaau.

— CHavasa 1 nojJy4yw1 BOT 3To, — BHM aepxan B pyke
nanoyky «Ca-6yM», — a BOT YTO JIeXalo B SIIIIUKE CETOAHA
YTPOM, — OH NPOTSHYJ €il cBeyy-(QOHApHK. — A YTO INpH-
ciaany Tebe? — oH ObUT yBepeH, 4YTo U MOHHH mnosyyaia
TIOAapKH.

— Memy H KyKiIy, — OTBETHJIa OHA CO CBO€ii OOBIYHO#H
PEe3KOCTBIO B rojioce.

Merny? BuM mocMoOTpen Ha TOYTOBHI AIIMK. MeTty B
Hero TOYHO He 3acyHelllb. MOHHHM BCE nmpuayMala.

TToBHHYSCH BHE3aITHOMY HMITYJIbCY, A€BOYKA JOCTANA M3-
1o AXeMIlepa BUCEBLUIYIO HAa IOYMHEHHOM LIETNIOYKe METENKY.

— Bugymns?

— 3t10 MeTHa?

— OHa moxoxa Ha Te, YTO OEJaJIH paHblle, — yX €CJIH
OHa JOCTaJia METEJIKY, YeTo Je/laTh COBCEM He cobHpasachk, TO
MOXHO U OOBSACHMTb. — A €ll€ KyKJia, He HaBoasllas nopyy.

buM HHYero He Mor NoHATh. CTpaHHas cepeOpsiHast IITyKa
— mycTb MOHHHM M YTBEpXIaeT, YTO 3TO MeTIa, — Ha €ro
B3IVISAA HE MMeNa ¢ MeTJIoN Hudero oolero — u Kykia! M yro
TaKoe KyKjia, He HaBoasuas mnop4yy? Hu o 4éM nomo6HoM
€My CALIUIATh He MPHUXOAWIOCH.

MOoOHHH yXe He Ka3ajach TaKoil pasbsapEéHHOM, cKopee,
OHa O Y€M-TO 3aaymayach. BOT OHa CHOBa HaKJIOHWIACD,
JOTPOHYJACh 10 3BE3N0YEK HA KPHILIKE SALIHKA U 3aTOBOPHJIA,
He OTphIBaf I71a3 OT CepPeOpSHbBIX MATHBIIIEK. ’

— JIns yero oHH NMpeaHa3Ha4YeHbI?

BuM pewiwn, YTo OHa MMeeT B BUAY Te NMOJAPKH, YTO OHH
HaXoOWIH B MOYTOBOM siuke. OH TNMOMELIMII C OTBETOM.
CroHT M paccKa3biBaTh €if O MPOUCLIECTBUSAX C aBTOOYCOM H
BapHaHTaMH KOHTpOJIbHOH? O TOM, YTO, N0 €ro MHEHHIO, BCE
NPOMU30LUIO H3-3a cjioBa «Ca-0ym»?

— A TBOM? — 3aaJl OH BCTPEYHBI BOIpOC.

— To4Ho He 3Hal0, — MOHHH TepeOnIa METENKY Ha lIiee.
Kykiny oHa eMy He mokasaja. — Sl He COBCEM YBepeHa.
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MeTénka — K Heif O6bIa mpwioXeHa 3amucka: «BoiMern
JOYHCTA».

— Yo BriMeTH? — cnipocun buM, koraa oHa 3aMonmyana.

— JIlyMalo... Ia HET, He 3HalO.

Takoii MoHHM buM em€ He pa3dy He Buaes. OHa Oonblue
He XxMypuiach. X0oTd OOBIMHO, IJIsl Ha HEE, Ka3ajocCh, YTO
OHa B MO00H MOMEHT OpocHTCA B OpaKy — TOJBLKO Jal €M
TIOBOI.

— Yo Kacaercd KyKiIbl... — Terepb MOHHHM TOBOpHJIA
3HAYHUTENbHO yBepeHHee. — [IoOMHMIIb Ty KYKITYy, YTO NPHHO-
cuwia Censma? Ty, B KOTOPYIO BTHIKAIOT OyJaBKH, 4TOOBI y
KOTO-HMOYIb 3a060sie1 XHBOT, WIHM ToJIoBa, WIM €l€ YTO-
HHOYaB?

BuM xkuBHYA. [Ipo Kykiy OH cibIlIan M 3HaJl, YeM KOHYH-
nachk BCs 3Ta HMcTopua. O6 3TOM 3HaJW TOYTH Bce
MATHKIACCHUKH.

— Taxk BoOT, KyKia, H€ HaBoAsfllas IOpYy, OEHCTBYeT
coBceM HaoOopor! BTeikaeln B He€ OylaBKy C LIBETKOM H
Xejaellb KOMy-HUOYIb YTO-HUOYQb XOpollee — U 3TO cObI-
BaeTcs!

BbuM HepBHO paccMesUicss. MOHHH roBopwia Tak ybemau-
TEJIBHO, YTO OH 4YyTh ObUIO e He moBepma. Ho Hert, ero He
npoBeaéurb. OHa SIBHO YTO-TO 3aMbILIUISET.

— JlelicTBUTENIbHO cObIBacTCcA! — QmEeBOYKA METHYJAa Ha
Hero sipocTHhIN B3rsiA. — S npoBepsuia. Buepa st nonpo6o-
Basa co Cremoii — M Bcé nomyuwiocs! Eil mpemnoxunu
HOBYIO pabGoTy. A cerofHsi yrpoM f nornpo6opaja ¢ MHUCCHC
JIXOHCOH — s moxeJnaja €l HOBOe IUIaThe...

— Hagmo ayMarth, oHa Hauuia ero B cBoéM wmkady. Hnu
el€ He Hauuia?

— OHoO nNosABHUTCA, BOT YBHIMIIb, — MOHHHM YBEpEHHO
KMBHY/Ia rofioBoil. BUM NMOHsI, YTo OHa He OOMaHbIBaeT ero,
YTO OHa MO-HAaCTOslIeMy BEpUT B TO, YTO TOBOPMT. Temepn
MoHHH 3agana eMy BONpocC.

— A YTO MOIYT 3TH IUTYKOBHHbI? — OHa yKa3aja Ha
NMaJIoykKy M cBedy, KoTopble BMM BCE el€ aepxan B pykax.

buMm nomomyan. He onHa MoHHH ObUIa yBepeHa B CIIOCO0-
HOCTSIX CBoeM KyKiibl, BUM ToXe Bepi B BoJlleOHblEe CBOMCTBA
«Ca-0yM», KaK OH Ha3blBaJl Tenepb Nano4ky. HakoHel Masib-
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YUK pellWIcsa M MoBefal MOHHHM O WIKOJILHOM aBToOyce M O
BapHaHTaX KOHTPOJIbHOI paboThl, HE COMHEBasICh, YTO OHA
NMOOHMMET €r0 Ha CMeX.

Ho MoHHHM BhICIYIIAJIa €T0 C TAKUM HMHTEpPECOM, Kak
OyaTo moBepMAa KaXIoOMYy CJIOBY.

— B TOT nOeHp aBTOOYyC NpOBEpWIM, HO BCE OBUIO B
nopsaake, — ckasaja oHa. — M c¢ Tex nop oH pabortaer
HopMaibHO. A cnbnuana, kak Mucc JIbloMC pa3roBapuBaia c
MHcc DHMC O KOHTPOJIBHOM — TaM JAEWCTBHUTENLHO YTO-TO
HamyTaau. A 410 ellé Thl Mpo6GoBa eaTh?

— Bonsbiie Huvero, — npusHaiics buM. Ho oH pacckasan
MoHHH, KaKHe CTpaHHbIE€ BelH TBOPWINCH CETONHS C 3JIeK-
TPHUYECTBOM, KOTAa OH BKJIIOYMJI CBEYY.

— Muccuc JIXOHCOH pellwia, YTO BbUIETENN NPOOKU, —
ckasana MoHHHU. — JlaXe TUIMTa Ha MUHYTKY BBIKITIOYWIACH.
N xonoaunbHuK. Ho 3ayeM HyXHa Takasi LITyKa, KOTopasi Bcé
BBIKJTIOYAET?

— He 3Halo, — yectHo npusHaics bum. OH 3aBepHYyJ
cBeuy H «Ca-6ym» B Oymary u yOpas B KapMaH.

MOHHHU NOJHSIA ¢ 3eMJIH NOpPTdeEb.

— Hawm nopa. Cxopo npuaér asrobyc.

M BnepBble ¢ TeX NOp, KaK OHH MOSIBIIKCH Y JIXXOHCOHOB,
OHH TIOLIUTM BMECTE, HE CCOPSACH, NOMIOMIEHHEBIE CTPAHHBIMH
HOBBIMHM MBICJIIMH.

— KaxeTrcs, g 3Halo, TIe paHblIE CTOSU MOYTOBHIM SIIUK,
— OHH yXe TOYTH JOLUUIH A0 OCTAHOBKH, Koraa MOHHH
HaKOHell HapylLIWwia MOJTYaHHe.

— I'me? — 1yT Xe nepecnpocun bum.

— VY craporo moma. ...

3aKOHYHUTH NpeJIoXeHHE OHA He ycnena. [lonomén apro-
6yc, 1 oHM 6eroM OpOoCHIMCH K OCTaHOBKe. BHM BTHCHYyIICS
Ha CHIOEHbe DSAIOM C HE3HAaKOMBIM MabYUKOM, a MOHHH
cena psagoM ¢ CensMoii. K e€ BernkoMy ynupineHuio, CensMa
Jaxe TMOIBUHYJNACh.

— TslI cripocuna paspeiieHne? — npoGypyaia OHa BMECTO
TIPUBETCTBHS.

Kakoe paspewenue? Bce Mpicnn MOHHM OBUTH 3aHSATEHI
TOYTOBLIM SIIIMKOM, HaxoakaMHd buMa u e€ cobcTBEeHHBIMM,
OHa Jaxe He cpa3y MOHsUIa, O YEM HMIET pedb.
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— Taxk 181 cnipocwna? — B ronoce CexbMbl MOCBILIANIOCH
3HaKoOMoe pasapaxeHHe. OQHAKO BOJIOCBI Y He€ ceroaHs
OBbLUIHM pacy€caHbl, M XOTs OHa BpeMs OT BpeMEHH NMOAHHMAJa
PYKY, YTOOBI MO IPHBLIYKE MOKPYTHTH NpPSAAb BOJIOC, HO TYT
Xe e€ oIlycKaja.

— Her emwgé... [Togxonsinero MoMeHTa He ObLUIO, — OTBe-
Twna MoHHH. YTO COOTBETCTBOBAIO AEHCTBHTEILHOCTH.
Cresla ObUla HAaCTONMBKO BO30OyXJIeHa CBOMMH YCNeXaMH Ha
pabote, yTo MOHHH HH Ha MMHYTY He OCTaBajlaCh HaeJlHHe C
muccuc JIxoHcoH. — S ceronHsa cnpoury...

— A OHH ¢ TO60o# cTporH, 3TH JIKOHCOHBI? — NOMBITHIBA-
nacek Cenbma. — Tebe HpaBHTCS Y HUX XUTb? — MOHHH yxe
JaBHO 3Hajla, KaK OTBeYaTb Ha NoNoOHBle Bompochkl. Ha
J06ble BOMIPOCHI, KACAIOIIHECS MHOTOYHCIEHHBIX IPHEMHBIX
poauTesiel, y KOTOPhIX OHa noObiBaja.

— Her, oHH OYeHb MWIBIE JTIOOH, — OTBeTWIA MOHHH, U
BIPYT C YAMBIEHHEM OOHapyXwia, YTO 3TO YMCTas NpaBia.
JIXXOHCOHBI NeCTBUTENILHO MWIble mogu. Mucc Punep, eé€
COLIMAIbHBIN MHCIIEKTOp, MOITIa MHOIO€ MM TOpaccKas3aTb H
HaBepHSKa cooOlinia, YTo MOHHH HMIOE He Morjia JOJIIo
YXWUTbLCS, OAHAKO eii, MOHHHM, OHM HMKOIZla HHYEro He
ropopwin. Cresuia, npaeaa, JIOOMT NMOAApPa3HHUBATb, ONHAKO
M OHa OKa3aJjlach HEIUIOXHM YesioBeKoM. llemouky BoT noaa-
pwia, HHYEro He mnompocuB B3aMeH. U Muccuc IXOHCOH
— HeT, npaBaa, MpUEMHas MaTh M3 He€ MOJyYHIach COBCEM
Herutoxast. Tyr MOHHH npHILIa K 3aKITI0YEHHIO, YTO JIXOH-
COHBbI, TIOXaJIyii, caMble JIy4YllIMe IPHEMHBIE PONMTENH, .C
KOTOPLIMH €ii NPUXOAWIOCh HMETD A€JI0 — Ha CEeTOAHSLIHUA
IEHb.

— Ho 1e6e HyXHO ObITb O4eHb OCTOPOXHOM, — MpONOI-
Xana CenbMma. — Thl He GomiIbCsA, YTO TeOSI MOTYT OTOC/ATh
obpaTHO?

— O6paTtHo? Kyma? — MOHHHM CTHCHYJAa KOLUEJNEK, B
KOTOPOM JieXajla KyKjia, He HaBoAsluasi mopyy, MpHHOCALIas
monsiM no6po. Ha MrHoBeHHe el 3axoTesioch, YTOObI KyKia
MoOIJIa IPHHOCHTH 3710. — YTO THI MMeellb B BUAY?

CenpMa cKopYmWIa rpuMacy.

— Tyna, oTKyza Thl ImpHexaia.
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MonHHu noayMana o JIsloncax, y HUX OHa XWia 0 TOrO,
Kak npHexana ciofga. Hert, x JInloncaM oHa He BEpHETCS, OHU
yXe B3sUTH Ipyryio AeBodky. Ho uro, ecim CenbMa npaBa,
e€ NeiCTBHTEILHO MOTYT nepeBecTH B HApyroe Mecto! B
aBTOOYyCe OBUIO XapKo, HO y He€ IMOXOJIoAeNO B IPYAH, KakK
O6ynTO ChedeHHBIH 3aBTpaK IpeBpaTWICS B JICABILIKY.

— 51 HUKyZOa He Toelly, — PELIMTENbHO 3asiBWia MOHHH.
Jlo Bu3uTa Puaep ocraBanoch ABe Heaes M U MOHHH He MoIia
TNIPHMIOMHUTD 32 cO60ii HY OIHOTO nperpelieHUsA. OHa BCTIOM-
HWwiIa 06 ybopKe, Ha KOTOpYylo €€ moiaBuria Merénka. OHa H
Ianblie 6yneT youpaThCd B JOME M OCTEpEraThcsl BCEro, 4ro
MOXET HaBjleyb Ha Heé HenpusaTHocTH. [Ipuaércs OBITH
O4Ye€Hb OCTOPOXHOM.

— Haxe x Dauc? — c yneiooukoi cnpocwia CensMma. Tyr
MOHHHM BCITOMHWIA O BYepalllHEM IPUIJIALLIEHHH.

— He 3Haw0. A cnpouy.

B KOHIle KOHLIOB caMa Jyuc e€ He mnpumamana. Tak 4yro
elll€ HEeHU3BECTHO, CTOMT JIH BOCTIPMHHUMAThL TIpMIVIallleHHe
BCEPDBES.

OnHako yXe B Kjlacce K Heil moaoluia U DIuc.

— Taxk TBI npHeaelib B cyooory?

— MHe HYXHO CNpPOCHTb pa3pellieHHs, — TOSCHWIa
MonHH. OHa ¥ cama He 3Hajla, XOYeTCsS € MOWTH, WIH HET.
[Ipurnamenue K DIUC O3HAYAIO, YTO €€ CYMTAIOT CBOEH,
OJIHAaKO IoYeMy-TO eil ObUIo He mo cebGe. A MOTOM OHa
OTKphUIa TETPalb, B KOTOPYIO BbINTMCaJa KOE-YTO U3 KHHUTH C
MeTJIOi Ha KapTHHKe, M HadHucTO 3abmuia o pasroBope. B
KHHUIE TOBOPWIOCh O TOM, KaK XWIH NepBhie MOCeJIeHIbl, O
TOM, YTO OHM BCE JeNali CBOMMH PYKaMH — U METJIBI TOXE.
OHa mnpoBena pykol MO rpyaM M € MOKa3ajlocbh, YTO OT
BHCALIEH Ha LETOYKH METENKM HCXOAMUT NMPHUATHOE TEIUIO,
KakK OyaTo Ta OTBETWIA Ha €€ MPHUKOCHOBEHHE.

bum épsan Ha ctyne. Bcio nopory mo 1iKoJIbl OH OOXYMbI-
BaJ cKymble ¢ppa3sl MoHHH. O KakoM foMe oHa ropopuwia? O
TOM CTapoM JOME, YTO CTOMT 3a pa3BaIMBAIOLIUMCS] Mara3u-
HOM, Kyla OHa NOcTossHHO xoauT? Bce ocTanbHble IoMa B
OKpyre MHOINOKBapTHpPHbIE, TaK 4TO... OH HACTOJILKO MOTrpy-
3WICS B CBOM MBICJTH, YTO B3IPOTHYJI, KOTIa K HeMy obpaTiiach
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MHcC DHMC, M TTIOYTH He pacciibilian Bonpoc. OnHaKO TO, 4TO
OH BCE-TaKHU YyCJIbIllIaJl, 3aCTaBWIO €r0 OTBETHUTh:

— OnekrpuyecTBo, — BHUM caMm He 3Haj, KakK 3TO CJIOBO
npuiuUio eMy B ronoBy. Kak 6yaro KTo-To moackasan ero.

— IlpaBwibHO. A Tenepb OMYCTH, NMOXAJNYHCTa, LITOPHI,
ApTYyp, 1 Mbl IOCMOTPHM (PHILM...

KoMHaTta norpy3uiach Bo TbMY, HanoJHWIACh HESCHBIMH
TEHSMH M 1LHOpPOXaMHU. YJIOBHB psAIOM C coboi Kakoe-To
aBixeHue, BUM moHs1, yTo malika MsTra nepeuuia B Ha-
cryieHHe. Mucc DiMc paccagwia MxX moaajibilie OpPYT OT
Jpyra, HO pa3Be MOIJIM OHH YIIYCTHTb TaKylO 3aMe4aTe/IbHYl0
BO3MOXHOCTDb, KaK MNokKa3 ¢wibMa B 3aTeMHEHHOM KJacce!

Ypsa-To pyka cxBaTwia buMa 3a miedo. OH pe3ko pa3Bep-
HyJCd M Ha KOro-To HaTKHyjJcsi. KTO-TO BCKPHKHYI,
nociefoBaa Benblka. [loxoxe, 4To KpHYana cuaeBlias
psiaoM ¢ :#uM Mbspu. Ha nony yro-to HCKpuio.

He nymas o nocaenctBusax, bBuM onycTui cBo6oaHYIO pyKy
B KapMaH. [laXe ckBo3b OyMary, B KOTOpoiif ObLIa 3aBepHyTa
TpyOKa-cBeya, ero mnajel HallynajJ KHOMNKY M C CWIOi Ha-
[aBMJ Ha He€.

IToTpeckuBaHHe mnpekpaTWwioch. B TOT Xe MHT 1LUTOPBI
B3JIETEJIM BBEpX, U KOMHATa HaNOJHWIACh COJIHEYHBIM CBe-
ToM. MaTT, BuenuBiuMiicss B BuMa, oTIIpLITHYNT B CTOPOHY, HO
CJIMIIKOM TO3[HO: K HEMY yXe ycTpeMmiack Mucc JiiMc. He
IBUTasCb ¢ Mecta, BMM Xzan, xorma pa3spa3suTcsi rposa.
Temnepb ero NoBeayT K AUPEKTOPY, MOXET OBITh, AaXe BbI30-
BYT MUccHUc JIXXOHCOH, H... OH cTapaJics He IyMaTh O CTPAaHHOM
BH3HTe MHcC Bajacko M 0 TOM, KakMe OT HEero MoryT ObITh
MOCJIEACTBHUS.

— A Gonblle He HaMepeHa 3TO TepreTh! — TOJIOC MHCC
OitMc npo3ByYall, KaK BbICTPeJI H3 ITUCTOJIETA B Tee(IbMaXx.
— Yro 3pech nmpoucxoaur? — Mecto MaTra ObUIO B APYTroM
psny, 4depe3 npoxon. bumin XaacoH, Bropoi HamagaBIIMH,
TOXE BCTAJI CO CBOEI0 MecCTa.

— MoartT, BBl ¢ BWUIOM HeMeajieHHO OTmpaBisgeTech K
MHUcTepy XeiHcy. Bel MOmIM moBpeauTh oOGOpyaoBaHHE, —
OHa MOCMOTpeJia Ha NoJ, Ha CIOXEHHbIH KOJIbLIaMH TPOBOA.
Hckpsl chinaiuch OTTyHa, JaXe ropeibiM nonaxusano. Ho
OTHS He ObUIO.
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bum 3aMeTu1, YT0o MHCcC DHMC YIURIEHHO NIOCMOTpEIa Ha
okHa. Ho oHa HHYero He ckasajia o 3ToMy NOBOIy, a 3ajaja
KJIacCy 3alaHHe — NMPOYeCThb TEKCT U3 Y4ieOHUKA — M BbIlILIA
BMecTe ¢ MatroM u Biwutom.

buM ray6oko B3moxHya. [loyeMy u ero He oTnpaBWIH K
aupekropy? HaBepHoe, NmoTOMy, 4TO OH CHIEJN Ha CBOEM
MecTe. A MOXeT ObITb, €CTh Apyroe oobsicHeHHe? OH cHOBa
ONYCTW PYKY B KApMaH U JOTPOHYJICA OO MaJIOYKH U CBEYH.

Tak xro 6ouTCs, CpPOCHII OH cebsi, MpeKpacHo 3Hasi OTBET
M He pelnasich noBeputhb. EmE HemaBHO 310 6BUT BuM Pocc.
A MOTOM OH HamHKcaJl Ha MOYTOBOM SIIMKE CBOE MMA M CTAIH
TPOHCXOOHUTh COOBITHS HACTONBLKO CTpaHHbBIE, HACTOJIBKO He-
COBMECTHMbIE C HOPMAJIbHOH XHU3HbBIO, K KOTOPO# OH NPUBLIK,
YTO Cpa3y NMOBEPUTh B HUX ObLUIO HeBO3MOXHO. EMy yXacHo
XOTeJIoCh TMOTOBOPHUTL ¢ MOHHM, y3HaThb y He€ BCE, YTO
HM3BECTHO €i caMoii, CIPOCHTb Y He€, He BBIOPDOCHUTH JIH BCE
nogapxku «Cemn Yynec», 4ToObl HE COMTH C yMa.

7. To. mHe, 3eprandvye, cKaiycu

Xopoulo, XOTb 3aBTpa YpPOKOB He OyJAeT — pOAHUTENIbCKOE
cobpaHue. BbUM B3IOXHYN ¢ oOleryeHHeM, HO MOJOXWI B
noptdenb Yy4eOHUK MO MaTeMaTHKEe. DK3aME€H COCTOMTCS B
MOHeJEeJIbHUK, U Ha 3TOT pa3 OH NPOCTO JOJLKEH €ro caath.
Mbsatr v bwin BelUUTM M3 KaOMHETa OUPEKTOpa 3Jble KaK
YyepTH, HO CBECTH CYE€Thl ¢ buMoM He mbrtamuce. A bumy
yXacCHO XOTeJIOCh NIOrOBOPUTh ¢ MOHHH, CIIPOCHTB, YTO €lIE
eif U3BeCTHO. BTOT AOM, O KOTOPOM OHa roBOPHAA...

MOHHH cblllIajia 0 MPOMCLIECTBHH C KMHOAMNIMApaTOM H O
TOM, 4YTO BHHOBaT 6bU1 M3TT. HaBepHoe, XxoTen nobparbes Ao
buMma, noaymana oHa. MHTepecHO, YTO €ro OCTaHOBWIO —
cBeya?

JeBoyka 3aMeTwIa, 4To B aBTOoOyce buM Mckan e€ riasa-
MH. Ho oHa 6pocmia Ha Hero TONbKO OJMH PaBHORYLIHBIA
B3IIsiA. MBICIIB O TOM, YTO OH TOXE MOJYYHI ABA NMHCbMa, BCE
ell€ NMpUBOAWIA €€ B APOCTb. DTO OHA BHIAYMAJIA TaKyl0 MIpY,
a OH NMPHIIEN U HamMcall Ha suuke cBo€ uMsa. He umen oH
npaBa, HU MajieHliero.

222



MOHHH HapoYHO Mpoexajla MUMO AMCTepAaM M BbilIUIa Ha
yry cBoeit ynuubl. OHa XxoTela €lI€ pa3 MOCMOTPETb Ha
cTapelii oM, HO Oe3 buma. [JomkHo ObITb, OHa COBCEM
CISITWIA, €CJIH 3arOBOPWIA C HUM O JOMe.

MoHHH nouwia ObicTpee, NMpeKpacHo 3Hasi, Yro bum He
MOJOMAET K Hel Ha BHAY y Apyrux MaibyuuieK. OHa ycnena
BOWTH B KBapTHpY, 3anbixaBuiuiics BuM Breresn ciegoM.

— DH, nmocaylai, — HayaJl OH, JaXe He OTAbILIaBLIKCh.
MOHHH NMoBepHYyJIa ToJIOBY H OJapHjia €ro caMbiM CBUpPENbIM
M3 CBOMX B3IVISIIOB.

— Cawm cayuiaif, — ipOCTHO OTBEeTWIAa OHa. — Sl HHYero
Tebe He ckaxy. Thl NOHSUT — HHUYero!

MOHHM NpOHM3HEC/a 3Ty THpPaAy CBUCTSLIHUM LIENOTOM,
NOTOMYy YTO Y MHCCHC JIXKOHCOH OBLIM TocTH U MOHHH He
coGHpanace OTBEYaTh HH Ha KaKMe BOIpockl — HH BUMy, HH
KOMY-HHMOyab apyromy!

BuM nonsiTalcs cXBaTUTh €€ 3a pyKy, HO MOHHH BbIpBa-
J1ach.

— 3T0T cTaphiif JOM — Thl CcKa3ajla, YTO IIOYTOBBIi
SILIHK. ..

— 3arkHuch! — npouuunena MoHHH. [locnbiancs ronoc
MHccHC JIXOHCOH.

— 310 T, MOHHH? 3aiiau, noxanyiicra.

MOHHH CKOpYWIa CaMylo CTpAalllHyl0 FpHMacy, Ha KOTo-
pyo ObUla criocoOHa M Bolllla B KOMHarTy, ocTaBMB buma
CTOSATb C Pa3MHYTHIM PTOM.

B xomHaTte cuaena Mucc Pupep. B pyke oHa aepxaia
yauky. Muccuc JIXOHCOH Bceraa BcTpevyasla COLIMAIbHBIX
PabOTHHMKOB YaeM ¢ JOMAllHUM nedyeHbeM. Tenepb 06¢ JaMbl
ynbibamncs MonHH. Ho mMucc Punep He nopkHa 6buia cerof-
HA npuxoauth! Tak moyeMy... MOHHM ITy0OKO B3[JOXHYJA.
Heyxenun e€ cobupalorcsi nepeBecTd B Apyroe Mecto?

— 3apaBcTByliTe, MHCC Puaep, — HHKTO He [OKEH
JorafiaTbcsi HAacKOJILKO OHa B3BOJIHOBaHAa, [aXe eclid eé
IeHCcTBUTENbHO NepeBedyT. BonpocoB MoHHM He 3ajaBaia,
OHa JIMLIb NOCTapajiach NPaBWIBHO OTBEYaTb Ha BOMPOCHI
mucc Puaep. Muccuc IXXKOHCOH M3BHHWIACh M BbiliIa M3
KOMHAaThl, CKa3aB, YTO €fi HYXHO YTaKoBaTh IE€YeHbe I
6rarorBopuresbHOro 6azapa. MoOHHH B3sIa IpeNJIOXEHHOE
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eil neyeHbe, HO HUKAK He MOIVIa ¢ HMM crpaBuUTbcs. Pot y
He€ nepecoX M BKyca OHa He olywiana. Kaxaeli IoTok
JaBaJics eif ¢ TAKMM TPYAOM, KaK 6yaTo BO pTy NnepeKaThiBa-
JIUCh KAMELIKH.

Jla, eii HpaBHTCS LIKONA, Aa, Aejia Y He€ HAYT Xopollo, 1a,
M ellé pa3 fa...

Ecnu eé ceiiyac nepecensT, OHa TaK H HE y3HaeT, YTO Xe
3TO 3a MOYTOBBIN AIMK U KTo Takue «CeMp Yymec». Bcé
JoctaHeTrcs BbuMy. DTOro oHa He MepeHEecET.

— 5 papa, 94TOo Y TebGs1 BCE B nopsiKe, — NOJDKHO ObITD,
ynBIOOYKa y MHCC Puaep M3psiiHO NMOM3HOCHIIACh, OHa TaK
JaBHO e€ Halenwia. MoHHHU 6osu1ach, YTO BONPOC, KOTOPHIi
OHa TaK XoTeJla M TaK CTpalllWiach 3a1aTbh, COPBETCA C €€ ryb
caM cob6oM.

Yro 3pech Aenaetr mucc Punmep?

MOHHH TaK ¥ He peliniach CIIPOCHTb, a MHCC Puuep He
cobupanace HM4ero oobAcCHATL. OHa nonpoliagack ¢ MUCCUC
JIXXOHCOH, OCTaBHB BCTPEBOXEHHYI0 MOHHM HaeaMHE CO
CBOMMH MbICIAMH. Byepa mpuxommna mucc Banacko, a ce-
rogHs Mucc Puaep.

MoHHu npurasigbiBaniack K MUccuc JIxoHcoH. Heyxenun
JIXKOHCOHBI XOTAT B35IThb KOro-HUGyab apyroro? Ilocne toro,
KaK Ha NpoLwIoi Helesle MPHUUIO NMHChbMO, OHH JOJINO YTO-TO
obcyxnanu. Ilepen TeM Kak 3acCHYTb — OHa B TOT Bedep
ONnsATh AyMajia 0 JoMe — MOHHH ciblliajia UX NMPUITYLIEH-
Hble rojioca. OHa YyThb He MOJABWIACh OCTATKAMM I€YEHbA H
focrneliwia B CBOI0 KOMHaTy. BepHee, B KoMHaTy CTeUTHI,
KOTOPOH el pa3pelieHO MOJIb30BaThCH.

JleBoyka oCTOPOXHO 3aKphbUla 3a co0oil ABEpb U oIisime-
nack. [la, Tenepb KOMHaTa BHIIVISIAE/IA 3HAYHTENbHO Jydine. C
Tex mop, Kak y MoHHM nosiBWIach MeTéNka (OHa NOAHsUIa
PYKy — BCE B TMOpsAKe, METENKA Ha MeCTe), OHa NepecTaja
pa3OpacblBaTb CBOM BellM M cTapajach coaepXaTb HX B
yuctore. Ho paHbiie... A elné 6nIBaNM cilyyad, Koraa oHa
HapoOYHO He BBIMOJHsUIA TpeboBaHMA JxoHcoHoB. [Ipocto
MOTOMY, YTO He XeJajia, YToObl KTO-TO YKa3biBal eif, MOHHHU
®uTrC, YTO MOXHO [€eJiaTh, 3 YTO HEJb3S.

MoHHH 6e3 cHJ1 omycTWiIach Ha KpoBaTh. OHa NpeacTaBHU-
Na cebe, yTo Moryia 6Bl cKka3aTh MHccHC JIXXOHCOH, ecnu Obl
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NpHIIUIA K BbIBOAY, YTO ¢ MOHHM HEBO3MOXHO CNPaBHUTLCS,
H y He€ MOIXOCWINCh HOTH. PaHbllle, B IpPYTHX «IOoMaXx» eH
CJIMIIKOM YacTO NPHXOAWIOCH CJBILIATh MOJOOHbIE pa3ro-
BOPBI.

MOHHH NpHMOMHHJIA BCE TO, YTO CTABWJIOChL €ii B BHHY.
Panbire eif 6pU10 BcEé paBHO. OHa «TPyOHBIH peGEeHOK», —
OYeHb XOpolIo, 3THM oHa, MonHu ®uTTC, M OTIIHYaeTCs OT
Opyrux npuéMHBIX aeteil. Ho Teneps — o, Tenepnh el He
6pUT0 BCE paBHO. MoxeT, /IXOHCOHBI M He TaKHe yX pac-
MpeKpacHbIe, MPOCTO OHA YCTaJIa OT GeCKOHEYHBIX Nepee31oB.
B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHAa He KYK/a, YTOObI NepeBOAUTh €€ U3
OHOHN ceMbH B [PYTYIO, HE HHTEpPECYSIChb, XOYeT OHa TOTO,
WIH HeT.

Kykna... MoHHM focTana M3 KapMaHa KoLIeJEK M BhIHYJa
OTTYa KyKJIy, He HaBoAsllyio nopdyy. M B nepBblii pa3
NnonbITAJIaCh YBMAETL B Heil caMy cebsa. Moxer, el Obl
yaajoch noxeaTrb cede yero-Hubyab xopouero. Ho ronoska
KYKJIbI OCTaBaJiach IMIaAKOH M IYCTOIA.

XoTH HeT, BcKope JNLo €€ cTalo MeHaThcsa! Kykia sexana
PSAOOM C Heil Ha KpoBaTH, U MOHHH He CIycKaJia ¢ Heé Ias.
3epkasibHas TMOBEPXHOCTb 3aTyMaHWIAach. OTO ObUIO JIMLIO
MOXWIOro 4YejoBeKa. Bokpyr ma3 cobpainch MOpPIIMHBI, a
caMH IV1a3a ObUIM NocaXeHbl TaK DIYOOKO, YTO MX MOYTH He
6bUTO BMIOHO, XOT MOHHHM H NMOYYAWIMCh CHHHE HCKOPKH
noa rycThIMH GpPOBSIMH.

MopuinHs!l cobpanuch ¥ BOKpYT pTa, NPOYEpTUB Ha INOA-
OopoKe BepTHKAILHEIE IMHUM. A KoXa ObliIa MydyHHCTO-0enas.
Cenble BOJIOCHI Hall BLICOKMM, M300pOXIEHHBIM MOPLUHHAMH
160M OBUTHM CTAHYTHI Ha 3aThUlIKe. K10 3107 B MX IOoMe Xuia
crapasgd Muccuc Ilpuryer. XoTd... THIO Ka3aJlOoCh TAKUM XH-
BBIM, Tropasfo 6osiee XMBBIM, YeM JApyTHe JIM1IA, MOSBIABLIMECS
Ha 3epKaJIbHOH NMOBEPXHOCTH.

OTH DIyOGOKO NocaXeHHbIe I1a3a — OHH TaK NPHCTAIBHO,
TaK CTPaHHO CMOTpeiMn Ha He€. Hudyero crpauiHee MOHHH
HCHOBITaTh He JoBoawiock. U B To Xe BpeMms... [la, cHayana
6bUI0 CTpallHO, HO MOTOM TMOSIBWIOCH OPYroe YyBCTBO. Y
MOHHHM BO3HHKJIO NMpPEIYyBCTBHE, YTO HOJDKHO NMPOM3OHTH
YTO-TO OYE€Hb BAXHOE.
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MoHHHM HaKJIOHWIACh K KyKJie. M mpoluernraia eqsa cbii-
HO:

«KT1o THI? U YTO mOMKHO CydHTLCA?»

JleBouka 6bUIa yBepeHa, YTO €€ IyOBbl LIeBEIbHYIUCh. OHa
NMPHHHKIA K KyKje, HO HHYEero He CMOoIJIa pacciblllarb. A
TMOTOM JIMLIO HMcYe3No, KaKk 6ynTo MOHHM cT€pia ero pykom,
a Bellb OHA M NHaJblieM He NolleBesbHYyaa!

MOoHHH 3aBepHYy/a KyKJIy B KOHBEPT, a KOHBEpT ybpasia B
xowenék. Ilotom BcTana M 3acyHyna KOLIEAEK NoA MOAYLUKY
Ha cBoeif BepxHeii Koiike. IToueMy-To eii pacxorenoch aep-
XaTh KYKJI1y B KapMaHe.

KTo 3Ta cTrapasi XeHUHHA, H YTO €ii HyXHO OoT MoHHH?
JleBouka ObUIa yBepeHa, YTO €l MBITAIUCH COOOLIUTD YTO-TO
BaXHOE, a OHA TaK H HE CMOIJIa TMOHATh, YTO MMeHHO. E€
OMATh OXBAaTWIO HeTEepIIEHHE.

M3 xyxHu paspgaicsi rojioc MHcCHC JXOHCOH. MOHHM
CHAJIa XaKeT W MNocneliwia Ha 30B. [IpexHue onaceHus
HaBaJIWIKCh ¢ HOBOM cwnoii. Eciti Ha He€ MOCTYNWIH XaJio-
Obl, €€ TOYHO mepeBeaAyT. Temneps €if CTajlo MOHATHO, KAKOBO
obU10 Buepa bumy.

JBepb B €10 KOMHATy OKa3ajlach 3aKpbIToii. MOHHHM ocTa-
HOBHWJIACh B HepeluuTeabHocTH. Eif mpocTo Heo6xoauMo 6bU10
C KEM-TO NOTroBOpHTb. A BiMa 3TH cTpaHHBIE COOLITHA TOXe
KOCHYJIHCh.

Ho x ManpuMKy OHa Tak M He 3auuia. BMecto 3TOro oHa
HanpaBWIach B KYXHIO BBIITMTh CBO# cTakaH Mojioka. Kacaer-
csa 310 bUMa, WM He KacaeTcsl, a K HeMy OHa oOpallaThCsl He
craHeT. OHa CIpaBUTCS ONHA, KAK BCEraa.

brarorBopuTeNbHBIN 6a3ap NMPOBOAWIM B NMATHHIY, MMC-
cuc JIxXoHcoH 6bu1a wieHoM KoMuTeTa. Eif npeacrosio paHo
BBIITH M3 IOMY, NMO3TOMYy OHA B3syla ¢ 060OMX AeTeli obelna-
HHE, YTO OHHU MEpPEKYCAT CIHABMYAMHM — HX HYXHO ObUIO
TOJBKO JOCTaThb M3 XONOAWIbHHUKA, — a NOTOM IPHIAYT B
HepKoBb. Tak 4YTO BCE yTPO Y HMX OCTABaJIOCh CBOOOMHBIM.

MOHHH HHKaK He MOIJIa PEeLIUTh, HATH €i K SILINKY, WIH
HeT. DToil HOYbIO eif He MPHCHWICHA TOT CTPaHHBIN COH, B
KOTOpPOM OHa OKAa3bIBaJIaCch Ha IYCThIpE M BHIE/NA CBETALIYIO-
csl 3BE3NOYKY Ha MOYTOBOM SlIMKe. 3HAYMIO JIH 3TO, YTO
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michMa s He€ Her? Eil yXacHO XOTeJloCh CXOOWTh Ha
CBAJIKY H NPOBEPHTh, HO KaK H36aBuThCA oT buma? OH,
MpaBaa, CKa3ajl, YTo OyleT TrOTOBHTbCS K KOHTPOJbHOH H
yui€Jl B CBOI0O KOMHATy, HO ABEpPb OCTABMJI NPHOTKPHITOM.
Eciu oHa BBIHAET M3 OOMY, OH TOYHO YBSDKETCS 3a HEH.

Ho ocraBathcst noMa oHa He Moria. E€ Tak TsHyno K
MOYTOBOMY SIIHUKY, YTO B KOHLIE KOHLOB OHa BBIlIUIAa Ha
yauly, coctpouB buMy — 4epe3 n1Bepb — CTpallIHYIO rpMMa-
cy. [IpsaTaTbcst He MMeENO CMBIC/IA, OH BCE PaBHO JOTaJaeTcs,
Kyaa oHa nouuia. Tak yto MOHHH NpsAMHKOM HamnpaBHIach K
MOYTOBOMY SILIUKY.

®naxok 661 MoAHAT!

OnHako MOHHHM He TOpomWiIach OTKpbIBaTh AWMK. U ¢
Hel, 1 BUMOM cTalM NMpOMCXOAUTH CTpaHHble Bewn. U oHa
HHUKaK He Momia 3a0bIThb JULO TOW CTapoM XEHILIWHBI, B
KOTOPYIO BAPYT NpeBpaTWiIach Kykia.

Yto 310 3a XeHumHa? U yTo BcE€. 3TO 3HAYMT?

MOHHH ¢ Takoil CWIOil CTHMCHY/NIA pyKH, YTO Y He€ CBeJIO
TaJIbLbI.

OTKpbIBaTh NMOYTOBBIH SAIIMK, WK HeT? OHa U XoTena, U
Gosach 3Toro. MOHHH HMKaK He MOIJIa pelIMThCS.

— UM 9r0 B HEM Ha 3TOT pa3?

Yxmbuika MOHHH He MpefiBelllajia HUYero xopoiero. bum
BCE-TAaKd BHICJIEAWI €€, BIIpPOYeM, OHAa M He COMHeBalach B
3TOM.

— [HaBaif, oTKpbIBaii! — KakoH Xe IPOH3HWTEIbHBIH Yy
buMa rosioc. OHa M He IOCMOTpeENa B €ro CTOPOHY. — MoxeTt
6bITh, TAM NHMCBMO I MeHs, — DbuM nporaHyn pyky
CXBaTWICS 3a KpbIWKY. — U OHO MpHHecéT MHe yaady.

Ho xpbIlka He noanaBajiack. MOHHHU peLINTEILHO OTTON-
KHyJa Bbuma. OHa Oblla Tak yBepeHa, 4YTO ITMCBMO
npenHa3HayaeTcs €, Kak OyATo yXe AepXaja B pyKax 3HaKo-
MBI JIWIOBBIHi KOHBEPT H yCIIejia IPOYeCTh HA HEM CBOE HMS.

— OTO MHe, — CNOKOHHO cKa3aja OHa M IOTSHYyjIa
KpBIUWIKY. S1IMK OTKpbUICS, KaK TOJIBKO OHAa K HeMY IPHKOC-
HYJIaCbh.

BHyTpM neXxano nMUCbMO, MO KpaiiHell Mepe KOHBEpT, Ha
KOTOPOM CTOSIO €€ HMMsS. B JieBoM yIy Ta Xe Haamuch
cepeOpstHBIMH OYKBaMH, Te Xe 3BE3NOYKH B NMpaBoM. Tobko
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Ha 3TOT pa3 3BE3N0YEK OKA3aJIOCh NSITh, U KOHBEPT TsIKeee.

— OrxpsiBait! — Tpe6oBan buM. — JlaBait mocMoTpuM,
YTO TaM BHYTpH!

Tenepp, xorga KoHBepT ObT1 Yy MOHHM B pyKax, el Toxe
3aXOTeNIOCh ero OTKpLITh. OHa noanesa OOMH U3 YTOJIKOB, U Y
He€ Ha JIAJOHHM OKA3aJIOCh 3epKaJlo.

CepeOpsiHYI0 paMy YKpalllald HEMOHSTHbIE DUCYHKM, a
caMo 3epKaJio GbUTO TAKUM Xe, KaK JIMLO Y KyKibl. Kazanocs,
JIMCTOK OyMaru, B KOTOPBIii OHO GbUIO 3aBEPHYTO, pacKpbUICS
caM co6oit ¥ MOHHH yBHOENA HANIIHCD:

«[locMoTpH Ha cebs».

buM mipoyén e€ Bciyx.

— Yo 651 3TO 3HaYWI0? — cripocun oH. — Koro xe ewé
BUAHIIB B 3epKaJie, KaK He ce6s? A YTo MOXET 3TO 3epKayio?

MOHHH MoOIHec]a 3epKajo MoblIuXe W MOcMOoTpelach B
Hero. [la, oHa yBHIeNa cBO€ M300paXXeHHe, HO Ha MMHYTKY,
He Cojiee. A MOTOM 3epKajlo 3aTyMaHWIOCh, H TyMaH CTaj
MOAHHUMATbLCS BBEpX, KAaK ABIM OT KOCTpa.

MOHHH C KPHKOM OTULIBBIpHYJIA OT cebs 3epkano. TyMaH
CTaJ1 CTyLIAThCsl, €r0 CTAaHOBWIOCH BCcE€ Gosblue U Gonbure. U
OH yXe He ObUT CBETJIO-CcephiM, KaK paHblue. ITosBwica
6nex10-rony6oi OTTEHOK, IOTOM KOPHYHEBbIN, BEpHee, Kalll-
TAaHOBBIHM, KaK €€ BOJIOCHI.

A notoM TyMaH... Her, 310 GbL1 yXe He TyMaH... a MOHHH
— BrOpas MOHHHM, TakKas Xe¢ HacTofllas, KaK M Ieppas.
Bropass MOHHH YXMBUIBHYJIACh M CKOpPYHJIAa TPHMAacy.

— Kr0 THI? — cnpocnwia MoHHH.

HeBouka M3 3epKala paccMesuIach.

— A — Moxuu Purrc, — 3asBuaa oHa. — Crnipocu Buma!

MoOHHH TOCMOTpena Tyna, KyAa ykasbiBaia MOHHHM M3
3epxana. BUM cTosin, BHIMYYHMB I1a3a, H TaK NMoOJieXHeN, KaK
6yaTo BOT-BOT YNam€T B OOMOpPOK.

— A — MOHHHM, — TNOBTOpWIA CTpaHHasd AE€BOYKa H
cAenasa war no HampamieHuio K bumy. — Tak Bean? Hy,
ckaxu, bum, Beab 1 — MonHu!

BuM B yXxace 3aKpbUI JIMLO PyKAMH M OTCTYIIWI Ha IIar.

— Ilyctb oH2 yHAET! — NMPOH3UTENBHO 3aKpHyaa OH. —
ITyctb oHa yiinéT!

JeBouka M3 3epKajia Mpe3pHTEIbHO paccMesiach.
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— C xakoif cratu? 1 — MonuH, MoHHn @Ourrc. 1 TH
MeHs Xopoluo 3Haeub, BuM. Tak B ckaxu.

buMm 6pocwics 6Gexarb, KaKk OyaTo 3a HHMM IO MNATaM
rHanuch Ma3TT M Bcd ero KoMnaHud. [Toxanyit, naxe GbiCT-
pee. JleBouka M3 3epKajia paccMesUlach B TPETHii pa3.

— Tpyc, ¢ ronoBs! A0 NSTOK TPyC, — BbiCKa3ajla OHa BCIIYX
10, 0 4€M MOHHH M caMa He pa3 aAyMaia. beran bum
3HAYMTENBHO JIydllle, YeM Apajics.

Ho teneps u caMoii MOHHH CTaJIo TaK CTPAlHO, YTO OHA
4yyTh He 6pocuiack Beaen 3a bumoMm. Benr Monun Ourre —
310 OoHa caMa! M, 3HauuT, Apyras — He MOHHH, a NMPOCTO
OTpaXeHHe, KOTOpoe KaKHM-TO o6pa3oM BbIOpaoch U3 3ep-
Kana.

— Tul cama 3Haeuwlb, YTO § HacTosllasi, — JE€BOYKa
nmopoliwia K MoOHHH U mpoTdgHyna el pyky. — Ecaum He
BepHllb, YIIUNHH MEHS.

Hu 3a yTo Ha cBeTe MOHHM He cTasia ObI JOTPAaruBaThCs 0
3TOr0 — 3TOIO CYLIECTBA, TaK MOXOXEro Ha Heé camy.

— Her, TbI He HacTosIIas! — ApoXalueMy rojiocy MoHHH
SIBHO HE XBaTaJl0 YBEPEHHOCTH.

HeBouka M3 3epKajia CKOpYWIA €llI€ OAHY IpHMacy.

— Ax T1ak? Hy 4Yto X, NMOCMOTPHM — OX, MBI €lIé
NMOCMOTpUM!

— Yo6upaiics! — B cyxoif TpaBe 4TO-TO CBEPKHYJO. 3epKa-
J0. MOHHHM M NOAYMAaTh-TO O HEM Temephb OBUIO CTpALLHO, HE
TO YTO KOCHYTBCSI, HO OHa BCE-TaKM MOAHAJIA €TI0 C 3eMJIH. —
Y6upaiics...

— C ynoBonbctBHeM. UMEHHO 3TO 1 H COOMpaloch cle-
naTh, — MOHHHM M3 3epKajia NOBEpHYJIACh M 3alllaraja npodyb,
OCTaBHB APYTYI0 MOHHH y MOYTOBOIO SIIHUKA H C 3€PKAJIOM B
pykax. Elu€ MraHoBeHue, # MoHHH ocTanach oaHa. JIeBOYKY
TaK TpACJIO, YTO OHa 4YyTb He BBHIpOHWIA 3epkano. Her,
ToNbKO He 3To. Eif moyeMy-To Ka3ajnoch, YTO €CJIM C 3epKa-
JIOM YTO-TO CHNy4YuTcs, Apyrai MOHHHM oOcTaHeTcs 34ech
HaBceraa. A BIOPYT OT 3Toi yXacHoli MOHHHM yXxe He oTaena-
euncs?

Jlo cUX Nop MOYTOBLIN SINK MPHUCHEUIAJ € TOJIBKO XOpO-
Wyde nomapki. MOHHM IIy6oKo B3lOXHYnMa. Mer€nka —
HUKAKOTO Bpella OT Heé He ObUlo. A KyKla — Ta Jaxe
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NMpHHecaa nonn3y. CTeia moMyYwia noBbilieHUe, a CenbMa
MepecTajia HaKpy4YHBaTh Ha IaJjiel] BOJOChI M JaXe MOAPYXH-
nacb ¢ MonHH. Tonbko MMccHc [IXOHCOH ocranach 6e3
HOBOTO ILIaThs.

U buM ToXe MOJy4YwI HeIUlIoXHe ToJapKH, XOTs BpeMeHa-
MM OHHM H HOPOBIIM BEIKMHYTb KaKyl0-HHOyAb HIyTKy. OnHaKo
LIYTKA ¢ aBTOOyCOM IpoJo/Xajiach HeloJro, Aa W Iepemny-
TaHHbIe BADHAHThl KOHTPOJIbHOM HUKOMY He IPUHEC/IM Bpeaa.
A cBeya, HaJO AyMaTh, MPeAOTBPAaTHIA NTOXap — NMPOBOA MOT
3aropeThes.

Ho 3epkano! JleBoyka BCE ell€é He MOIJIa YHATb ApPOXb. A
BApPYT Ta MOHHM NpHAET B KBapTHPY M CKAXET, YTO OHA TaM
XMBET. BUM NMpoMOIYMT, OH CIMIIKOM HamyraH. M 4ro Toraa
nenath Hactosiiieir MoHHMN?

He cuneTs xe 3nech 10 6eCKOHEYHOCTH. MOHHH TOJIOXH-
JIa 3¢pKajio B KOHBEPT M 3aCyHy/a B ' KapMaH JXHHcoB. Kyna
eil reneps noiTH? KoHeyHO Xe, B crapuiii noM! Hukro He
CTaHeT TaM €€ MCKaThb, Jaxe DBHM, NMoroMy YTO HHKTO He
3HaeT 06 3TOM MecTe.

U nepouka mobexana. MHTepecHO, a 4TO ceifyac aenaer
apyrass MoHHH? A BAPYT OHA YTO-HHOYAb HaTBOPUT? MOHHH
NPUIIOMHIWIA HEKOTOpbIE MOCTYIIKH, KOTOpble OHAa caMa ellé
HeJaBHO COBepIIaJla WIH O KOTOPBIX TOJIbKO AyMana. A BAPYT
06 3TOM y3HaeT MoHHM 13 3epkana? ['ocnoau, 1a oHA MOXET
HaTBOPHUTH, YTO YTOAHO, U TOTOM MCYE3HYTh, — a OTBEYaTh
npuaérca HacTosueit MoHHH!

MoHHH 00OrHy/a OBIBLIMIf MarasMH M noadexasnsa K Ma-
JIeHbKOMY OOMHMKY. OHa Hecjach TaK OBICTpO, YTO Yy Heé
3akosioNio B 60Ky. 1 TaKk Xe 3aKoNojio cepille, €ABa OHa
npeAcTaBWiIa cebe, YTO ceifyac MOXET NMPOUCXOAMTh B KBap-
THpe, ecii TaM — Japyrass MoHHH. E€ cienoBano noouicTpee
OCTaHOBHTb, 3arHaThb oOpaTHO B 3epkano. Ho kak 3T0 che-
nate?

HeBouka ycTajlo ONMyCTHIACh Ha Moia nepel odaroM. Eciu
MOOHATh IOJIOBY, MOXHO OBUIO YBMIETb CEMb 3BE3NOYEK,
BBIpE3aHHbIX B KAMMHHOH IOCKe Haj €€ rojoBoii. MoHHM
BIApYT MOHsUIA, YTO FOBOPHUT BCJIYX, KaK OyaTo B JoMe ObUIO
KOMy €€ BbiCciayllaTb. M1 He TOJNBLKO BBICYLIATh, HO M TIOBE-
PUTb H AaXe NOMOYb.
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— A momxHa e€ BepHYTb, — CKa3ajla OHa, 3aKaHYMBas
CBOM paccka3, XOTS CJyllaTeNsAMU ObUIM JMIIL BO3OYyX [na
odar. — CTpalllHO NMoAYyMaTb, YTO OHA MOXET TaM HAaTBOPHTb.
A HacTtosmasgs MoHHH PHUTTC — 5, a He OHa.

MOoHHHU BbIHY/IA Bce TPH NMoAApKa, NMpUC/IaHHbIE €i MOYTOo-
BBIM SILIIUKOM.

— Buaure? S ux BepHY — TOJBKO ITyCTh BCE OymeT Kak
npexze. TonbKo caenaite Tak, YToObl OHA HE HATBOPHIIA... —
BNEpBbIe 32 MHOTHEe roabl MOHHM 3aKpbUla JIMLO PYKaMH H
3appiaia. OHa NMpeKpacHO MpeacTaBisia cebe, YTO MOXET
COTBOPUTh apyrass MOHHM, BpeMEHaMH OHa caMa KaKHMX
TOJIBKO ragocTeif He Xenaia — ¥ bumy, u Cremne, u neBou-
KaM B LIKOJE, — M BCEMY MHpY, € e ObUIO TaK IUIOXO M
OINHOKO.

— IloMorute MHe €€ BepHyTb, — IpoluenTtaja MoHHH. —
BepHyTts, noka oHa...

MoOHHH NOMeTWIA, a TTOTOM 3acTaBuia cebs cKa3aTh BCE
0 KOHHa.

— Iloka oHa He chienaeT To, YTO XOTeNa cOesiaTh S caMa.
OHa — OHa HH Nepel YeM He OCTAaHOBHUTCS!

8. ITocmompu na cebn!

MOHHH ¥ caMa He 3Hajla, KAKOINO OTBETa OHA OXHaaja.
MoxHo noaymarsp, 4yTo €€ xTo-To canimian! Ho mocreneHHo
OHa cobpanach ¢ MBIC/ISIMH M €ii YIaJIOCh IIOYTH COBCEM YHSATD
IpoXb. B KOHLE KOHLIOB, MOXET, HUYEr0 H HEe CIYYHIOCH!
MoxeT 6bITh, 3TO NPOCTO COH, KaK Te, APYTHE CHBI, KOraa
OHa OKa3blBaJlaCh Ha ITyCThipe M BHI€Ja CBEPKAIOLIUE 3BE3-
JOYKHM Ha KpbIlLIKe MOYTOBOIO SIIIHMKA.

IToyroBnit sumK!

MoHHHM cxana ryoel. Eciu Obl MOYTOBBIA SIIMK Kyza-
HHOYIb AeJicsA, MOXET ObITb, BMECTE C HUM MCYe3JI0 Obl M BCE
To, YyTo UM ¢ buMOoM npuchbNanu B nucbMax. A YTO, €CJIM OHa
NMpocTo pa3oObET AMMK, NIPEBPATHT €ro B JIEMELIKY H BhIOpO-
CHT BOH?

MoHHH BckoYmia Ha HOrH. UMEHHO Tak OHa M MOCTYTIHT.

Tonbko BOT...

231



OHa nomsbITajlach cAeNaTh lIar K ABepsM, HO HOTH He
CIYIIAJIKCh, KaK OyATO MX NPUKIEWIH K NOJYy WIH OHH
yBsi3nH B LeMeHTe. E€ 3axnecTHyna BonHa crpaxa. OHa He
MoOIJIa CABHHYTbCSA C MecTa!

«[Toxanyiicral» — 3akpuyana oHa. Ho psnoM HHkoro He
O6bUIO, HU eOMHOM XuBOH ayun! OHa noBepHy/JIach BceM
TeJIOM, HO HOTH OBUTM BCE TaK Xe NPUKICHHBI K MOIy.

MoHHH crano aypHo. Uro e€ xnér? [loyeMy oHa 3acTpsiia
B 3ToM cTtapoM aoMe? Eii xoTenoch 3aKpH4yaTh M30 BCEX CHII,
HO OKAa3aJIoCh, YTO OHA HE MOXET M3IaThb HU 3BYKA.

Eii cTano Tak IUI0XO, YTO OHA ONYCTHJIACh Ha MOJI, CBEPHY-
JIach KaJJaYMKOM H 3aKpbUia Lo pyKamu. E€ 3necs aepxar,
YTOOBI Apyras MOHHH cMOIIa HATBOPUTDb BCE TO, YTO MPHUXO-
IWIO B IoJIoBy eif, HacToseii MoHHH. YBuIeTs ceb6s1 — BOT
YTo OBLUIO HamMcaHo Ha Gymare, B KOTOPYIO 3aBEpHYJIH 3€pKa-
no. OHa yBuzena cebst — 4acTUUKy ceOs1 — M €l cTajio TaK
CTpAlLIHO.

JlpoXamMMM NaJbliaMH OHAa OTKpLUIAa KOWIEJEK M IO-
OXWIa Ha KAMCHHYIO TUTHTY KyKJTy, JIMLIOM BBEpX. 3aTeM OHa
CHsUJIA C LIEH LETOYKY H MOJIOXWIa METENKY PSIOM C KYKJIOH.
INocneaHMM OHa BBUIOXWIA 3€PKAJIO, XOTA INasza OBl €€ Ha
HEero He CMOTpeiu. Temepb Bce MNONAPKM M3 MOYTOBOIO
SILIMKA JIEXATH PAABILIKOM.

— 3abepure MX, — XpHIUIO Npoluentaia oHa. — [loxa-
JyiicTa, 3abepHTe MX, TOJBKO OCTaBbT€ MEHS B IMOKOE.

CepeGpsiHble TIpeIMETHI CBEPKAJIM TaK SIPKO, KaK OyaTo nx
OCBelllaJIM JIyyH coiHua. M oka3anocs, 4To MOHHH He MOXET
OTBECTH OT HHX IJla3, XOTsA BCeil OyllOH XenajJa HHKOTAa
Gosplile MX HEe BHIETb.

A KyKJa crajla MeHATbCsl! Y He€ onATh NOoSIBWIOCH JIMIIO.
MoOHHH XOTenoch KpHM4YaTh, HO OHa He MoIjla M3JaTh HU
3ByKa. OTO ObUIO €€ coOcTBeHHOE aHLo. Jla, eé cobcTBEeHHOE,
HO Kakoe-To apyroe. Ka3anoch, OHa CTajia cTaplie, TAKOH Xe
B3pociioi, Kak CTeUla, a JIMLO MPOoOO/DKajio MEHATbCA. Bot
OHa CTaJIa ell€ cTaplie, Kak MiUcc Punep, kak... Bokpyr mas,
BOKPYT pTa 3aI€NIM MOPLIMHKHU, BOJIOCHI MOCENENH, CTaJU
coBceM GenbIMU. Tenepb 3TO GbUIO JIMLIO CTApOMf XEHIIMHBI
— TO caMoe JIULO.
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Kykna 3awesenwia rydaMu. Ha aror pa3 MoHHM cMorja
pa3obpath cnoBa: «['oToBbCS».

MOHHH BCXJIMITHYJIA.

— K 4yeMy roroButhcsi? CkKaxH, KaK MHE 3arHaTtbh €€
obpaTHo B 3epKajlo? — JeBoYKa He cMoria Obl OObSCHHUTS,
OTKyZla MPHIIIO K HEl 3TO NpeavyyBCTBHE, HO €l NoYyeMy-To
Ka3aJioCh, YTO KyKIa C JIMLIOM CTapyXH CMOXeET ed Bce
OOBSICHHTD.

— ITocMoTpM Ha cebsi, — MOBTOPWIM IyObl.

MoOHHM NOBHHOBajJach, OHa HMYEro He Morla c coboit
mojAeNiaTb, HO y He€ TaK TPACIHCH PYKH, YTO J€BOYKE INpPH-
LIJIOCh B3ATh 3epKajo o0emMH pykaMuH. OHa mocMoTpena B
3epKajio H...

Huyero He yBuuena!

3epKaJio 0CTaBaJIoCh A0COIIOTHO HE3AMYTHEHHDIM, €if ObLIO
BHIHO BCE, YTO HAXOAMTCS MO3aAUd — CTEHbI IOMa, JBEPHOM
NpoEM H Jaxe KycoyeK YJHLBI — BOT TOJILKO ceOsl OHa He
yBHaesa!

— MeHs Her! — mpoulenTana oHa.

OHa ewlé pa3 NMocMoTpesa Ha KyKJIy, OXHAas, YTO H JIMLO
ucyesno. Huyero nogoGHoro.

— 51 He BMXYy ce0sl, — cKa3ajla OHa KyKJIe.

— IlocMoTpH Ha cebsi, — NOBTOPWIH CTap4yecKue ryobl.

MoHHH nonpo6oBaia eweE pa3. CTeHbl AOMa, IBEPb — HMX
ObUI0 xopowio BHAHO. MOHHHM OOepHynach M NOCMOTpena
Hasal. Jla, HMMEHHO 3Ta KApTHMHA H OTpaXxajach B 3epKaje.
Tonpko €€ caMoif He ObLIO.

— MeHs Hert!

— ITocMoTpH Ha cebs.

MOHHH cO cjlle3aMH CXBaTWia KyKIy H 3acyHyla e€ B
kowenék. Tyma xe ornpaBwiach M MeTénka. OHa 6bl ¢
PagoCTbl0O OCTaBMHJIA 3€pKaJI0 HA KAMEHHOM IUIMTE, HO MoYe-
My-TO He mnocMesia. OTHECTH 3TO BCE Has3all, B NOYTOBBIN
simk! BoT 4TO HyXHO caenars.

Horn naeBoyku omnaTh ObUIM CBOOOAHBI, H OHa CHOBa
nomMyajach, TOJbKO Telepb HE K IOMY, a B OOpaTHYIO CTOpO-
HY, K cBaJKe. SIIMK cTos1 Ha cBOéM MecTe. Pnaxok ObLI
OITyllleH, KpbILIKA 3aKpbhiTa. MOHHHM cXBaTWwiach 3a py4ky H
NoTsiHyNa u30 BceX cWa. [1oYTOBBIA SIIMK HE OTKPBIBAJICS.
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OHa xoTeJsia 6bUI0 OCTaBUTh METEJKY, KYKITY H 3€pKAJIO BO3Jie
SILIIKKA, HO 0KAa3aJIoCh, YTO MaJbLbl €€ HE CIyWIAloTCS U OHa
MPOCTO He MOXET OPOCHTHL MoAapKd Ha 3eMITIO.

CTtpax ycTymuna MecTo 310cTH M MoHHH 3abapabaHuiia
KyJIaKaMH TIO YTIPSIMOMY SILLMKY.

— OrTkpsiBalica! — 3akpHyaja oHa. MOXHO noayMartsb,
YTO SLIUK HCITYTaeTCs OKpMKA M NMOAYMHUTCS TNpHKAa3y.

HakoHel oHa NMOHsUIa, YTO HUYEro He nojy4yutcsa. Kpbiui-
Ka ObUIa MpHTHaHa TaK IUVIOTHO, YTO OyATO e€ NMpHKICWIH Ha
BEKM BedyHble. MOHHH HEOXOTHO CIIpsATajla METENKY, KYKITy U
3epKajlo B KOlIENEK.

IIpunérca BepHyThCA AoMO#, K JIxxoHcoHaM. HyxmHo y3-
HaTh, YTO TaM HATBopwWiIa aApyrad MoHHH, Ta MOHHH, 4YTO Ha
caMOM JeJie Oblla YacThlO €€ CaMOIA.

Tenepb OHa He crellWia, MBITAACh HA XOdy COOpaThCS C
MBICIAMH. YTO CIYYHMTCH, €C/IM JIIOAM YBHASAT 00enx MOHHH
BMecTe? Kak OoHa cMOXeT OOBACHHTH, 4TO Mpou3ouwio? Ja
HET, HUKaK...

OHa nojolivia K oMy H HEOXOTHO BOLIUIA B NMOIBE3M.

— Oi!

MOHHM HMCIyTaHHO NMOACKOYMJIA M OGepHynachk. D10 ObLT
bum, oH nipsitaincs y aBepeii CtuBeHcoB. LlBeT JiHia MaTbYH-
Ka He U3MEHWICS, H OH CJIerka ApoXall.

— OHa... oHa nouwvia HaBepX, — NpoBbopMOTal OH.

EMy He3zaueM ObUIO YTOYHATH, KTO «OHa». MOHHHM moc-
MOTpeJia Ha JIECTHHULly, €€ Tpsicio, Kak U buma. Yro Tam
Jlenana Ta, apyras?

MOHHH BHOBBb NPHIIOMHWIA BCE TO, YTO MHOTIA NMPHXOIH-
JIo el B IOJIOBY, KOTIa HacTpOcHHE OBIBAJIO HACTOJIBKO
MOTaHBIM, YTO XOTEJIOCh NMOKOJOTHTh CTesury 3a €€ BedHble
HM3[EBKM U CNIEUHAILHO HAPYLIUTh XOTb OOHO M3 HAaJOEBLIMX
NMpaBWI, YCTAHOBJIIEHHBIX B ceMbe [I’KOHCOHOB.

— MHe HYXHO NOCMOTpPETh, YTO TaM [HeJIaeTcs, — Ipo-
6opMoTasia MoHHH, He CTONIbKO obpalasich K buMy, ckoibko
yroBapuBasi camy ceos.

— A OHa — OHa ocTaHeTcs HaBceraa? — cripocw1 buM.

— He 3Halo, — YecTHO npu3Hanack MoHHH. OHa crajia
TIOAHUMATECH M0 JIECTHHUIIE, MPHCITYLIMBAsCh H HE 3Has TOJ-
KOM, YTO COOMpasiach yCJbILIATD.
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E€ KmoY oT KBapTHpHI JieXal B KapMaHe M OBepb Obuia
3afepTa, OHAKO AeBOYKa OblIa MOYEMy-TO yBepeHa, YTo A
TOM, Apyroii MOHHHM HM KITIOYH, HH 3aMKHM HUYETro He 3Hayar.
MoHHH noaépraa 3a pyuky. JJedcTBUTEIBHO, ABEPD 3anepTa.

[To3anu oHa ycnplliasa Kakoi-To wWopox. Psagom c Hel
crosu1 BuM; Takoii cMenocTHM OT Hero oHa He oxwuiaana. B
PYKaXx OH CXHMaJl CBOH IMOJAPKH M3 NMOYTOBOIO SILIHMKA.

— MoxeT 6bITh, — HEYBEPEHHO Ha4aJl OH, — €CJIM Mbl UX

BEPHEM...
MOHHH MoKayaja roJIoBOM.
— S yXe mblTanach, — KOPOTKO OTBETWIA AE€BOYKA H

OTKpbUIa ABepb. [ToToM OHa HEMHOTO MOCTOSUIa, TPHUCITYLIN-
Basich. I3 KBapTHpHI He pa3iaBajloCh HU 3ByKa. TeM He MeHee
OT 3TOif TMUIMHBI CTAHOBWIOCH ellIé cTpallHee. Eif Xxorenoch
3aXJIOMHYTh ABEpb U OGeXaTh 06€3 OIVISIIKH.

Ho HeT, HyXXHO MATH BIIEpEN, YBHUAECTb, YTO €€ TaM OXH-
Jaer.

B rocTHHOI HMKOro He 6bUTO, H B cnajJibHe [IXXOHCOHOB
LIapWI MOJIHBIN NMopsAnoK, Mmocje yxoaa MHUcCHC JIXKOHCOH TaM
HHMYEro He M3MEHWIOCh. MOHHM B3[JOXHYJIa C O0JIer4yeHHeM.
Miuccuc JIXXOHCOH TaK MHOTIO NOBOpPHWIA O YHCTOTE H aKKy-
PaTHOCTH, YTO BpeMeHaMH MOHHM XOTeJIOCh YCTPOMTb B €€
clajibHe XOopolleHbKHi KaBapaak. Ho e€ coGcTBeHHasi KOM-
HaTa — BepHee, KoOMHaTa CTeJUlbl, — YTO MPOHUCXOAWIO TaM?

MoHHHU 3acTaBWIa cebsi MPOTAHYTb PYKYy K OBEPH U CO
CTpPaxaM pacnaxHy/la UX HacTeXb. 3peiulle, KOTopoe INnpel-
cTajlo €€ IJa3aM, MOXHO OBIIO OMHMCAaThb TOJBLKO ONHHUM
cJIoBoM: Katactpoda!

KoMHara BeIIsigesna Tak, Kak OyaTo KTo-To 3afajics 1eJblo
YYUHHUTb CaMbIi CTpAlIHEIN pa3rpoM. ByTbUIOYKH M OaHOYKH,
CTOSIBIIME Ha TPIOMO, GBLIM CMETEHHI Ha moJ, obe MocTenu
pa3BopollieHbl, 1Kad OTKPHT M ofeXlda Bcs Bajsllach Ha
noxry. Ha ronoit xpoaru Creuibl cuaena, noaxas 1ol cebs
HorM, Apyras MoHHM. OHa ena LIOKONagHbIe KOHGETHI,
obeMMH pykaMH OOCTaBasd MX M3 KOpOOKH, KOTOpYylO Byepa
npuHecna Cremna. Y npu 3ToM eLI€ THYCHO YXMBUISLIACh.

— Ilo-MoeMy, o4eHb Jaxe Herloxo. Yro ckaxeuwb? —
cnpocuia oHa. — Kak pa3 1o, YTo MBI XOT€JIH cAenaTh, Koraa
mucc JlnuHHpii Hoc Tak pasopanach mo MoBoay CBOMX

235



CTaphIX OyXOB. A Temeph Mbl MX BLUIWJIM B pakoBuHy! U
MOCMOTPH, YTO MBI CAENAIH C €€ oleXIoH, c €€ MOAHBLIMH
LWITYYKAMH-APIOYKAMH!

JIMnKuM oOT 1oKoNaJa TaablieM OHa YyKasajla Ha ropy
MSTO#, MepenaykaHHOM ofexXanl. A Ha caMOM BepXy MoHHHU
C yXacoM YBHJIEJIa HOBo€ IiaThe CTeJUIbl, OHO ObUTO M3Ma3a-
HO TryOHO¥M nmoManoil U TeHSIMH IJis BeK.

— Het! — 3akpuyana MoHHH, OTKa3bI1BasACh BEPUTh CBOUM
r1azaM.

Jlpyras MoOHHM paccMesiiach.

— J1a! [logoxnau, ewi€ yBUAMILIL, YTO Mbl HaTBOPWIH Ha
KyxHe! «MOHHH, Koraa MOMoellb CTakKaHbl, He 3a0yap HX
MOTOM YOpaTh!» — OHa NPpPOToBOpHIA 3TO COBCEM TaK, KakK
Muccuc JIXXOHCOH, ycTaBliasi NOBTOPSATb, YTO HYXHO J€NaTh.
— «Jloporast Mosi, JoMalllHee 3aJaHHe HYXHO Ae/iaTh BOBpe-
Ms. He 3a6ynb HameTs T€mubiii cButep. Tlocayinait, MoHHH,
y Teb6s1 HeBaXHble OLICHKH. MoXeT 6BITb, Thl NOCTapacllbCs
yuutbcss nonydire? MoHHHM, y TeOS BHOHA HIDKHAA I00Ka.
Hapens apyryio. U...» — MoOHHH M3 3epKaJia 3aCyHyJia B POT
cpa3y JBe LIOKOJAOKH, M BCE€ OCTAILHOE OHa MpoOyOHWIA ¢
HaOUTHIM pTOM. — «HeT, Tl He oOCTaHelIbCsl CMOTPETh
«Yemnuonos». Her, MOHHH, 3TH IXHHCH HOCHTb HEJIb34,
3T0 TMoJIHoe Oe300pa3ne. MoHHM, ocTaBb Bbuma B mnokoe!
MoHHH, Tbl onATh Konajach B Bewax Crewntsl? MoHHH,
nepecTaHb — INEpPecTaHb — NEPECTaHb...»

— 3aMomuu! — 3akpuyana MouHu. Bcé 310 oHa neiicTBu-
TENBHO YacTO, cOblliajla M JAEHCTBUTEJILHO KaXiblil pa3
NMPHUXOAWIA B SAPOCTh.

— Bcé€ BpeMs K HaM NpUAHpalOTCs, — 3asiBWa MOHHH H3
3epKajla M OTLIBBIPHYJIA MYCTYI0 KOPOOKY M3-1oA KoH(peT. —
Benb npasna, oHM Bc€ BpeMs K Ham npuaupalorca? Hy, tak
MBI UM TIOKAXeM, elI€ KaK nokaxem!

— D10 THI caenana, — ckazaja MoHHHM, — a He !

— Trl, 1 — Kakas pa3HHlia, — OTBETWIA Apyras MoHHH.
OHa B3sUIa ¢ KpOBAaTH HE3aKpLITHIH TIOOMK IyOHOI moManbl,
YXJIOMHYJIACh Ha XWBOT, JMLOM K CT€He, H NPHHSIACh BbIBO-
JHUTb Ha HeH kapakynd. Ho Tyt sipocTh nepecuamia crpax, u
Hactosiuias MoHHHM Gpocwiach Ha MPHMUIYIO M yIapwia ITo
pyke.
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Ho e€ xynak cBoGOAHO MpOINEN CKBO3b PYKY HpYroi
MoHHH, KaK OyaTo TOi U B MOMHMHE He ObLIO.

— Tu1 He HacTosLIasa! — TOpXECTBYIOLIE 3aKpuyajia MoH-
HH.

— Emé xaxag Hacrtosinasi, — Bo3paswia Ta, — S Toxe
Mounu. U g Mory 3to mokazarh. [ToMHMILIB...

MoHHH ciywiaja ¥ BcioMHHala. Bcé mioxoe, yTo ¢ He#
cIy4aJloch — KHHMIM M3 OHOIHOTEKM, TOT pa3, Korja €€ He
NPUIJIACWIH Ha Ipa3dHHUK, XOTHA BCEX OCTAIbHBIX MPHUIJIAaCH-
JIM, M Opyroii pa3, KOrJa OHa CKONMWIA JEHBbIM Ha IMOKYIIKY
Kykibl bapbu, a el npuLUIOCh 3aIUIaTHTh 3a pa30UTyIO Ba3y,
M ewg... Bc€ 1o, YTO NMpHYMHSIIO el 60JIb M MPUBOAWIO B
SIpPOCTb — HHUYETo He ObUIO TMpOMyUIEHO.

Eit XoTenoch 3aKpbITh YLIH, KaK 3aKpPBIBAIOT IJIa3a, YTOObI
HE BHOETb KaKylO-HMOyAb ragocTh, HO IPHUXOAMJIOCH CIy-
LUATb.

— OHM MOIyT ZenaTh, YTO XOTAT, BeAb Npasaa? — Mnpo-
nomkana MoHHH M3 3epKajla; OHa BCE TaK Xe y/Ib0asach, HO
3TO0 6bUla rpuMaca HEHaBHCTH. — M THI MM 3anpeTHTb He
Moxeuwb! Tol yXe gaBHO XOTena npoaenaTh BCE 3TO, — OHa
yKa3ajla Ha LIapMBLIMI B KOMHaTe 6ecnopsiioK. — Thl JaBHO
XOTea noka3ath UM BceM. Hy BoT, MBI 3TO M caenanu. U Mbl
elll€ He 3aKOHYIIH, Belb NpaBaa? — MOBTOPWIA OHA BHOBb,
noroMy yro MoHHH He OTBeTHWJA.

— Hert, 8 Tebe He no3BOMIO! — SAPOCTHO 3aKpHyaia
MOoHHH. YBHAETh BCE 3TO HasiBy — BOBCE HE TO, YTO NPOCTO
ayMatb 06 3ToM. HoBoe mnaTbe, KoTopeiM CTeju1a Tak ropau-
Jach, ucropyeHo. CTeHa pa3pHCOBaHa. A 4YTO elIE XIET e€ Ha
KyxHe? U maBHOe, OHa-TO He BHMHOBAaTa, COBCEM He BHHO-
Bara!

MoxHo moayMarb, YTo MOHHH M3 3epKajla 4uTajla €€
MBICJIH.

— Ewe€ kaxk BuHoBata! Thl caMa XxoTena BCE 3TO mpone-
JlaTh, TOJIbKO 0OOs1ach. A Tenepb Mbl OoNblile He OOMMCS, H
Mbl MM mnokaxeM. Cneayoliass Ha odepelM — KOMHaTa
MHCCHC JIXXOHCOH.

MOHHHU M3 3epKajla COCKOJIb3HYJIa C KpOBaTH.

— IToMHH1IB, O 4€M Thl OyMaja aBe Hemeau Haszan? Bor
6yneTr motexa!
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MOHHH CIMHIKOM XOpOLIO BCE MOMHMIA.

— Het! — 3acToHana oHa.

— Ho TH Xe 3TOro xoyeib, caMa 3Haelllb, YTO XO4Yelllb, —
3asBWia MOHHM H3 3epKaja.

— Het, — Bo3paswia Monnu. — Her, He xouy! Muccuc
JIXXOHCOH, OHa...

— OmHa npuaHpaeTcsd, U KOMaHAyeT Toboi, M BCE BpeMs
3a7a€T BOMpOCHI, — MNoJcKa3aia MoHHH M3 3epkKaja. — Thl
e€ He mOOULIb, ThI He MobuibL CTesty, Thl BOOO1IE HHKOIo
He MoOHLIb, BeAb npaBaa?

— HenaBuxy Te0s! — 3akpudasa MoHHHN. — S HeHaBUXY
Tebs1!

MoOHHH M3 3epKajla KHMBHyJa rosnoBoii. M1 3ta Mep3kas
y/IbI004Ka HUKAK He CXOOWa Cc e€ ryo.

— KoHeyHo. Tvl HeHaBMAUIIL MEHS, Thl HEHaBUAMILD
ce0s, Thl HeHaBMAHMINL Bech Oennlii cBer. Hy Tak mamaii
MOKAXEM HM...

— Het! — MonH#M 3aropoawia co6oii iBepb. — S Te6e He
MO3BOJIIO.

— Ho 151 06 3TOM nyMana, Thl XOTeNna 3TO cAenaTh?

— 3710 6bU10. Bosbie st 3TOro He Xouy. S He xouy Tebs
BHOETb, yXoau!

— He mory. He 3a6piBaii, s — 310 TBI, I — MOHHMK-
durrc.

MOoOHHHY noKayana roJoBOM.

— Her, u ewmw€ pa3 Het! A Te6e He mo3zpomio. S... — B

TOJTHOM OTYassHMHM OHA JOCTaJia KOlIeJIEK, MOKOoMalach B HEM
M 3epKajlo CHOBA OYYTHIOCh ¥ HE€ B pyKax.

OnHako Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa HamnpaBWIa €ro Ha [ApYIyio
Monuu. Ta nepecrana ynpibatbcsi. Ha e€ nuue yuranuce u
3710CTh, H XHTPOCTb OJHOBPEMEHHO.

— Tbl He MOXelllb 3TOro caeNaTh, — pe3KO CKa3ajla OHa,
— Toi He MoXelIb 3arHaTh MEHs Ha3af. Sl — 3TO ThbI, ¥ TBI —
3710 1. OT MeHs TeGe He H30aBHTHCS.

— A — He ToI! — 3aBonuia MOHHH, OT CTpaxa €€ rojioc
cbuBasica Ha BU3r. — U Tl — He 1, HeT, He 1!

— Thl caMa MeHs co3faana.

— Torna s Te6s1 paccoznaM! — MoOHHHY caMa He 3Hajla, YTO
OHa Xo4YeT cka3aTb. OHa MoAHecNa 3epKajlo K JIMIYY APYroi
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MoHHHU. — 3anes3aii, — CKOMaHIOBaJa OHa, NOYTH HE Ha-
Zesich, YTo MOHHH H3 3epKaia e€ mnociyuiaercs. — 3ane3ai
M BO3Bpalllaiics Tyaa, OTKyda IpHIUIa.

— S — 310 TH, — cKaszana apyras MOHHH, OZHAKO
YBEPEHHOCTH Y Heé B rojioce noy6aBWIOCH.

— Hert! 1 1ebe He nmo3somo! — MOHHM clenana LIar,
JIpYTOii, Mo-TIpeXHEMY OepXa 3epKajlo Ha TaKOH BBICOTE,
4YTO6BI BTOpast MOHHH MOTJIa BUIETh CBOE JIULIO, €CIIH TOJBKO
OHa BooOmle Tyna nocMoTpHT. OOQHAKO HMEHHO 3TO OHa
ceifyac M Jenana.

MoHHH M3 3epKajia B3ApPOTHYJIA.

— S — 310 TH! — nNOBTOpHUJA OHAa, HO yXE& THXO H
HEYBEPEHHO.

MOHHH MOYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO CTPaX YyTb-YyThb OTCTYIIWII.

— Tsl — He 4, 9 Tebe 3TOro He MO3BOJIIO.

— BoT yBMAMIIB, THI HE CMOXEILIb H3MEHUTBbCA, — OYep-
TaHHUs Opyroii MOHHHU NMOTEPSUIH YETKOCTD.

— CMory, — spocTHO oTBeTwia MoHHH. — S cTaHy
coboif 1 He Jomylly, YTOOBI Thl ObUIa 4acTbIO MEHA.

MoHHH M3 3epKajla CTRHOBIWIACch BCE OoJsiee Mpo3pavyHoM,
npeBpallasch B TyMaHHYIO ObIMKY. [loToM mo xoMHaTe Kak
6yaTo BeTep MpOHECCS, MOAXBATWI TyMaH U 3aKpyXWl €ero
BOKPYT 3epKaja. MOHHH KpeIKO BLENWIACh B 36pKAJIO, XOTS
eif oYeHb XOTeJIoCch €ro oTHIBBIpHYTh. [lonocka TyMaHa Koc-
Hy/ach 3€pKaJbHOM IIOBEPXHOCTH M BTAHYJIAChb BHYTPb.
MOHHH mnocrnelinia yopaTh 3€epKajlo B KOHBEPT.

— OHa #Hcyessa, OHa ACHCTBHMTEIBHO Mcyedna! — Ha
nopore KoMHathl ctosy1 buM. — Ho Thl mocMoTtpH, YyTO OHa
Hazenana!

MoHHH o0BeJia IIa3aMH KOMHary. 3penuule 6bu1o yXac-
Hoe. BHyTpH y He€ BCE oGopBanioch. Beelt XU3HM HE XBaTHT,
YTOOLI YHHYTOXHTb CJIeABl NpeOniBaHMs gpyrod Monuu. U
Kak Bc€ 310 00bsAcHUTL? HHUKTO He noBepHT, Aaxe ecnu bum
NMOATBEpAUT €€ cyioBa. Ei XoTesnoch cecTh U 3aBBITb — HO YTO
3TO U3MEHHT?

— Yro THI coOMpaelbcst aenats? — crnpocwi bum.

— Ilocrapaioch yOpaTh, 4TO cMOry, — oTBeTwia MoHHH
6eCLIBETHBIM TOJIOCOM.
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— IMocnymai, — BUM SIBHO 9yBCTBOBaJI cebsl KpaiiHe
HEJIOBKO, — 1 MOTY NMoMoYb. XOTb YeM-HHOYIb.

MOHHHM YOUBIEHHO NMOCMOTpPeEJa Ha HEro.

— 3ayem? Thl Xe B 3TOM He y4YacTBOBAJ.

— Jla, HO u TBI ToXe. HedyecTHO, eciH BO BCEM OOBHHSAT
OIHY TeOs.

MOHHH NpSIMO-TaKM OHEMeJia OT H3YMJICHHS.

— IlpaBay s UM paccka3aTh He MOTy, — cKa3ajla MOHHH,
— a ecJIM Thl HaYHEIIL MHE NMOMOraTh, OHH NMOAYMAIOT, YTO
Thl TOXE BHUHOBAT.

HeoxunaHHO OH yNnbIOHYJICS.

— 3Haeuwb, ecd Obl S MOCMOTPEN B 3epKajo, MOT Obl
MOSIBUTLCS TakoM Xe buMm, ecnmn He xyxe. Jlaaii nydiue
nonpoOGyeM YTO-HUOYAb caenaTh.

OHM NpHHSAIKCH 32 paboTy U 0Ka3aJloCh, YTO jejia 00CToST
He TaK yX M Iuvioxo. Korma MOHHM BCTpsXHY/Na IUIATbe
Cre/THl M MOBECIIA €r0 Ha IUICYHKH, TO YBHIENA, YTO OHO
COBCEM He MSTOE, M INSITHAa Ha HEM — BCEro JIMUIb ClIeabl
nyapbl, KOTOpble A€BOYKA JIerko ymgamwia we€rkoi. C mo-
Mousio BuMa oHa JHOBONMBHO OBICTPO NMpHBENa KOMHATy B
6oxeckuii Bma. MOHHH B3IOXHyJAa c oOyerdeHueM. Jlaxe
pa3Ma3aHHas 1o CTeHaM IryOHas moMaja OTTEpJIach BIaXHOM
TPSNKOM.

— Teneps moiay Ha KyXHIO, IOCMOTPIO, YTO TaM TBOPHT-
cs1, — cKka3ana MonHu. — [locnyiait-xka, — MOHHM OTKphUIa
KOLIENEK M AOCTaJIa NEHBI'H, KOTOpPble KOMWIA Ha MacKy IJis
IHS BCeX CBATHIX. — Tbl He KynmHIIb KOHQET, TaKylo Xe
KOpoOKy? — M OHa NokKas3ajla eMy Ty, YTO OITyCTOLIWIA ApyTasi
MoHnuu. E€ MyTwio ot ogHoOM MBICIM O KOH(eTaX, KaK Oyaro
OHa caMa HMX Bce Cbela.

— KoHeyHo, — cornacwicsi BuM. — A oHa Beab GoJiblue
He BepHETcs, npapna?

— Het! — 1BEPHO oTBeTHIAa MOHHH. — S chenaio BcE,
yT06Bl OHA GoJbllle He BepHyaack. Hukoraa!

9. /léepv 6 nuxyoda

Korna MoHHHM B3sUTach 3a HaBeJeHHE MOPSAKA B KYXHE, TO
BCKOpE BBISICHWIA, YTO M 3[eCh BCE COBCeM He Tuioxo. OHa
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6BIcTpO cobpainia ¢ mosa ¥ BHIKMHYJIA MycOp, a TO, YTO YyIoM
ylenesno, yopaia B XoJOOWIbHHUK. BuM ynuBis e€ Bcé 60mb-
e H Gonblne. BepHyBLIMCh M3 Mara3mHa, OH CHOBa CTaj
noMorate. UM emé oyeHb noBes3sio, YT0 MHCCHC [IXOHCOH
OTIIpaBWIACh Ha GJIaroTBOpMTEJIbHBIN 0a3ap U IOMa HHMKOIO
He ObUT0. MOHHH TaK ycTana, 4To y He€ 3aboeny wieyd. OHa
yceNach Ha CTyJ M euié pa3 omisaaenack. CneqoB npeGrIBaHUSA
MoHHM M3 3epKajla He OCTaJIOCh.

BbuM obmoxoTwicsa Ha cTo.

— Tol K1eCTBHUTEIBHO 3TOIO XOTeJa? — CIIPOCHJI OH.

MoHHH KMBHYJA.

— [Hymao, na. MHorma TaKk XodeTcsi NepeBEpHYTb BCE
BBEpX JHOM, WIH YTO-HHOyAb pa3OGUTh, WIH...

Tenepp xkuBHYN Bum.

— 3Halo. KaxeTtcs, yTo Thl npocTo 0653aH 3TO cAesaTh.

— Ho Ha caMoM fene 1 HUYero Takoro He Jejiajia, YeCTHOe
cJIoBO, — ObicTpo mo6aBwia MoHHH. — S TonbKo qymaina o6
3TOM, — OHa B3aporHyna. [loxoxe, YTo Jaxe MBICIH MOTYT
JOBECTH IO Genbl.

— A He cMor 6B MOCMOTPETh B 3TO 3€pPKAJo JaxXe 3a
MWUIMOH JOJUIApOB, — cKa3an BApyr bum. — Sl... — oH
MOKa4yaJl roJIoBO¥ M TMocJie nay3bl MpoAO/DKHII, — AYMalo, 4TO
nosiBWIcS 6bl 3HAYHUTENIbHO Xyaunit bum. XoTs, — 3agymun-
BO 106aBWJI OH, — ecH 651 3TOT BHM cMor ycTpouTts MaTry...

— Her! — 3akpuyana MoHHH, 06eMMM pyKaMH 3aKpbiBasi
KapMaH, B KOTOPOM JieXall KoweJeK. — S Tebe HH 3a 4TO He
TO3BOJIIO...

— Jla He xo04y s 3Toro! — ycrioxoun eé bum. — Ilocny-
1Iai, Tl 3Haellb, KOTophIit Yyac? HaM mopa ormnpaBiaTscs B
LEpPKOBb, MOKAa MHcCHC JIXXOHCOH Hac He XBaTWiach, — H
MaJIbYHK MOKAa3aJl Ha CTEHHbIE Yachl.

B0 OKOJIO OBYX 4YacoB OHA. MOHHH NOCMOTpena Ha
CBOIO OleXIy: M pyballika, H IXHHCHI ObLTH Ipsi3HbIMH. B
TaKOM BHAE B LIEPKBH Jydllle He mosgBnsaThes. [lotoM oHa
6pocuia oleHMBaOWIMH B3rAa Ha buMa.

— Hawm syqine nepeonetscs. Eit He moHpaBHTCS, eClIA MbI
npuIEM B TAaKOM BHIE.

buM omsamen cpolo rpsAsHylo omexay. Ilo Heit ToyHO
MOXHO ObUIO CKa3aTh, YeM OH HEJAaBHO 3aHMMAJICS.
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— Jlapno. Ilociyiuai,.. — OH OCTAaHOBWICS Y IBEPH, — THI
YTO-HHOYAb cabllmana?..

— O uyém?

— O BusuTe MHce Bamacko Ha mpouutoii Helene, — OH
o6nm3zan ry6el M OTBEN IMa3a, u3beras B3rsiga MoHHn. OHa
JIETKO CMOTJIa AOTajaThCs, 0 Y4EM OH JyMaeT.

— Tr1 AyMaelb, TeOd onsITh NepeBeayT B Apyroe Mecto? —
cnpocuia MoHHH.

buM noxan mwieyamu.

— He 3na. Ho Tbl 4To-HHOYAb chiblana?

— Hert. Mucc Punep Toxe npuxoausia paHblle BpeMEHH.

— A MHe 31ech HpaBHUTCS, — MeIJIEHHO NporoBopui bum.
— JIXXOHCOHBI He TakKMe yX H IUIoOXHe. A B CIEAYIOLIEM
ce3oHe MHcTep [IXXOHCOH cobOMpaeTcs CBOAUTb MEHS Ha
copeBHOBaHMA Mnanineit Jluru. Ecnu s 3mech octaHych.

Ecnu s 3nech ocranych! 3TH c/loBa He JABaJIM MOKOS H €i;
MoOHHH M cama Moria Gbl cKasaTh TO Xe caMoe. JleBoyka
390KO0 MoBeJia IUIeYaMH.

— Ecau Mbl 6yIeM OCTOpOXHBI, NMO-HACTOSILEMY OCTO-
POXHBI, — 3aAyMYHMBO MNPOTOBOPWIA OHA, — MOXET, OHH
nepeayMaior.

— MoxeT 6bITb, — OIHAKO 0CO0OM YBEpEHHOCTH y HETO B
rojioce He 6pUTo. bUM BhIIIET M3 KyXHH. MOHHHM HEMHOTIO
3aepXajiach, YTOORI €1l€ pa3 OKMHYTb B3IIAOM KyxHI1o. OHa
XOTeJla YOeOMThCsl, YTO BCE B MOPSDKKE.

IloroM MOHHH OTNpaBMJIach B CBOIO KOMHATy H TaM TOXe
XOpOllIeHbKO orisiAenack. Bce cnennl npeGruiBaHus MoOHHM-
Pa3pylIMTEIbHULIBI MCYE3NH, a Kopobka KoHdeT Jlexana Ha
cBoéM Mecte. IIpocTo yaMBHTEIBHO, OO 4Yero yXacHO BCE
BBIIJISAENO M KaK JIETKO yJaJIoCh HAaBECTH MOPSAOK.

BoriMeTu moumcTa. [loueMy-To el BAPYTr BCOMHWINCH 3TH
cioBa. MoxeT ObITb, MMEHHO OJlarofapsi MeTENKe YAaloCh
TaK OBICTPO JIMKBMIHUPOBATh IIOCJEACTBHS pa3rpoMa, 4YTo
YYHHWIA Apyrass MoHHH.

OHa cOpocwia Omy3Ky M IXKHMHCHI H Hajena JKeMmrep U
APYTYI0 GITy3Ky — KJIeTYaTylo, B KOTOPO# XOAWIa B LIKOIY. A
NMOTOM BIIEPBBIE YCEJach Iepel 3€pKajJloM — INepel HacTos-
IIMM 3€pKAJIOM — M 3aHAJIaChb CBOMMH HEIOCHYLIHBIMH
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BoJlocaMH. B xon nouuiu rpe6HH, WIETKA U 3aKOJIKH, KOTOpbIE
OHa no3auMcTBoBasa y CTesutbl.

Tenepr oHa HOeHCTBUTEJIBHO BbiNIAAena no-apyromy! Ilo
KpaiiHeii Mepe, cHapyxu. W ecnm B Heli BCE-Takd rae-To
CHIMT Ta, Apyrass MoOHHM, HYXHO caellaTb TaK, YTOObl OHa
HHKorza Gonblue He BblOpanack Ha cBeT Goxmii. Ilocie dero
O4YeHb OCTOPOXHO, YTOOBI He Aaii bor He mocMoTpeThes B
3epKayiblie M3 SUIMKA, OHA 3aBEPHYJA €r0 B TPSIMOYKY, IIOTOM
B APYTYIO M yOpasa B xowieNi€K. [ToToM B3siia B pyKH METENIKY.
Ilokone6aBLINCh, OHa BCE-TaKM HaleNia LIEMOYKY Ha lel0 H
crnpsArana nog Oiays3Ky.

Ha Kyxity oHa cMOTpeTb He coOMpanach — OT Heé MOXHO
6BLIO OXMIATh Yero YTOAHO, KakK H oT 3epkaia. Ho kak xe eii
MoBe3J1o, KaK nope3yio! MoHHM B3NOXHY/NA ¢ oblleryeHueM. A
YTO, ec/IM Obl OHA He ycnena yopaTeca? HeT, 06 3TOM nyyile
He JyMarhb!

M Bcé-Taku Bech Beuep MoOHHH ObUIO He 1O ceGe. A BApYT
YTO-HHOYIb OKaXeTcsl He Ha MecTe M MHUCCHC JIXXOHCOH WIH
Cremna o060 BcéM poragaiorcsd? Ho HUKTO HMYero He 3aMe-
TWI. ENMHCTBEHHOE, YTO HX YIMBWIO — 3TO TO, YT0 MOHHH
oTKa3ajlach OT KOHdeT. OHa CMOTpPeTh Ha HUX He MOIlIa, He
TO YTO MPOTJIOTHTD!

JleBouka Tak ycTajia, YTo Y He€ caMnaauch masa. OqHako,
JaXe 3achilasi, OHa AyMajla O TOM, KakK eii mosessio. Bor
ToNbKO TMoveMy MHUcc Punmep npuuuia paHbiie BpemMeHu? U
BOpPYT apyras MoHHM nosiBurcs ei€é pa3? Her, 06 3ToM oHa
Jaxe ayMaTb cebe He no3BoauT! Bech cienyloumii AeHb OHa
cTapajacb He OyMaTh O CJIYYMBLIEMCSI, HO BCE paBHO OY€Hb
nepexuBana. U1 muccuc JIXXOHCOH ObLIa KAKOKH-TO CTPaHHO
paccesitHHOM. OHa Aaxe He NMpoBepwia, KaKk MoOHHH yOpasach
B KBapTHpe, a BeuepoM Inoexasa ¢ buMoM B Mara3uH, 4ToObl
KYIIMTh €My HOBble MIDKaMbl U pyOallIKH.

MoHHH npusagyManack. Heyxenn oHu cobupalorcsi oTo-
cnats buma? Eil BOpyr crano odeHp oaumHoko. HapepHoe,
Toraa U e€ XAET nepeesl.

Ho BomnpocoB oHa He 3a/laBajia M C paJOCTbIO OTNIPaBWIACh
cnartb, XoT 6bUIa cy66oTa. JlyMaTh 0 JoMe eif moyeMy-To He
XOTeJIOCh M OHA AOBOJIbHO JOJITO HE MOIJIa YCHYTb.
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bbuio TEMHO M XO0JogHO. MOHHHM MONbITAlaCh IUIOTHEE
3aKyTaThcs B O€SUTO, TOJIBKO Oflesiyla Ha MECTE HE OKa3aJioCh.
Jla v 6bUIa OHa BOBce He B nocreiu. OaHa TOJBKO TEMHOTA,
a BOKpPYT NIPHUTAWJINCh KaKHe-To TeHH. /la oHa Xe Ha cBajke!

HeBoyka Haxoguwiach y pa30MTOH MallMHbI, a KTO-TO
JIPYTOii CTOSUI Ha KOJIEHSIX Y MOYTOBOIO silKKa. BuaHo 6bputo
IUTOXO; HO OHa pelniaa, yto 310 buM. buM! Kak oH nocmen
npuitH ewé pa3? Heyxenn MM Majlo HENPHUATHOCTEH C
3epkanom?

buM npoTsHYN pyKY K KpbILIKe SIMKa. MOHHHM XOTeJoCch
ocTaHOBUTH ero. OHa cTosna 60CHKOM, NMOBEPX IMUKaMbI ObL1
HAKMHYT TOJIbKO €€ cTapeHbKHH xanaT. Kakoii cTpaHHbBIi COH
— yX CIMLUKOM OH OBLI MOXOX Ha JIeHCTBUTEIbHOCTh. OHa
eCTBUTEJIbHO HAXOAWIACh Ha MYCTHIPE, XOTS TNOHSATHA He
HMeNa, Kak 3nech ouyytwiack. 1 buMm Toxe.

Bot oH oTkpbul AwMK. Y MoOHHHM Haxe ropio 3aboneno,
TaK OHa CTapaJlach 3aKpH4aTb, OCTAHOBHTb €ro, HO J€BOYKA
He cMoIlla M34aTbhb HHU 3ByKa. [loueBenuThcsi OHA TOoXe He
Morna. [Ipuxoaqnnoch CToATb U CMOTPETb, KaK BUM 3acoBbI-
BaeT PYKY B NOYTOBLIH ssuMK. EMy focrancs 6onblioi KoHBEpT
— TakKoH 6oJbION, YTO MANBYUKY NPHUIILUIOCH H3PSIAHO MOIOo-
TeTb, Aepras ero TyAa-clofa, Npexne 4YeM OH CMOTr €ro
BLITAlIUTD.

KoHBepT ObUT NWNIOBBIM, LIECTh MapoOK-3BE3N0YEK, Ka3a-
JIUCb CBET/ISTYKAMH, TAKUMM OHU ObUTH SIpKUMH. MOHHHM He
BHIeJa nUUAa buMa — OH HaKIOHWICS, YTOOBI ITOJIOXHUTH
KOHBepT Ha 3emmo. HekoTtopoe BpeMsi Mallb4MK . IIPOCTO
CMOTpeJl Ha KOHBEpPT, He MbITasiCh ero oTKphiTh. HaBepHoe,
6outcs, nonyMasia MoHHu. Ewé 6v1, mocne Bcero ciayduBlie-
rocs M ef 6BUTO CTpaLIHO.

OHa Bc€ elli€ He MOIJIa He TOJIbKO CABMHYTLCS C MECTa, HO
H MPOCTO KPHUKHYTb, YTOOBI mpeaoctepedyb buma. OH ToXe
6bL1 B XajaTe, M3 KOTOpPOIO NAaBHO BLIPOC, Tojble PYKH
TOpYAIM U3 PYKABOB YyTh JIMIIb He MO JIOKOTb. Ho BOT oH
BCE-TaKM Hayasl OTKPhIBaTb KOHBEPT.

buM HeTepnenuBo moanxen yroJjiok, AEPHYN INOCHIbHee, U
KOHBEPT pacKpbUICs. MajlbYHK OCTOPOXHO BBITPAXHYN CO-
IepXHMoe KOHBepTa Ha 3eMJII0, KaK OyATO OHO MOIVIO €ro
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YKYCUTb. MOHHH 10 60JIM CTHCHYJIA PYKH H elI€ pa3 MNOIbI-
Tajlach KPUKHYTh bUMy, 4TOGBI OH OCTaBWI KOHBEPT B NOKOE,
a He To Genbl He obepéurbcss. OHa 3Hasa 3TO HaBepHSKa, KaK
H TO, YTO €€ TPACET OT XoJioAa.

Ho yto6H TaM HM JN€Xaslo, CaMO OHO H3 KOHBepTa He
BBITPSIXMBaJIOCh, bruMy npuuwiocs npuwioxurs ycwins. Hako-
Hell MOMBITKH MaJbYHKa YBEHYAJHCh YCINIEXOM, M HOBBIN
MoAapoK oOKa3ajicsl y Hero B pykaXx. MoHHM 6osulachk, YTO B
KOHBEPTE OKaXeTcCH el OXHO 3epKaJio, HO €€ CTpaXxH OKa3a-
JIMCb HampacHbIMM. BUM gnepxan B pykax 3Be3ny —
MSTUKOHEYHYIO 3Be3lly — BepHee, €€ KOHTYp, NOTOMY YTO
OHa ObUIa cliejlaHa M3 NPOBOJIOKH.

BHe3anHo 3Be3a BCIBIXHY/A, 3aCHAB TaK fAPKO, 4To Bum
BCKPHKHYJl OT HEOXHIAHHOCTH M YPOHMI €€ Ha 3eMmio. A
MOTOM...

Kazanoch, yro 3Be3na oxmuiaa! OHa cTajla yBEJIMYHBAThC,
pacTH, NMOKa He CcTajla TaKoii O©oJblIOi, YTO BHYTPHM Heé
MOXHO ObUIO cTOSATh. OT HEE HCXOAMNO CHSIHHE, H sipYe BCETO
CBETWINCh KOHTYPBI JIy4Yeid.

bum Bctan. Temepp MOHHH cMoOrNa paccMOTpPETh €ro
muno. 'ma3a y Hero 6pUTH 3aKpbIThl. TaKk MU He OTKpbIBasi HX,
MaJIbYHK chenan war, apyroi. Kak Oyaro wén Bo cHe.

— bumM! — xaxMM-TO 4yZIOM Yy He€ npope3alcs rojioc M ei
HaKOHEL-TO yaajioch no3BaTh buma.

Ho oH gaxe He MOCMOTpEJI B €€ CTOPOHY, a caesiajl TpeTHiH
war ¥ o4yyTWics BHYTpHM 3Be3abl. JIydM 3acBeTHWIMCH elIE
spye. Kakoe-to BpeMs buM noctosu1, Tak M He OTKphIBas
rja3, a MOTOM...

bumMm ucyes!

MoHHH pBaHyJach BNepéa, eii BCE-TAaKM yOalloCh CIOBH-
HyTbcs ¢ Mecta. OHa cTpeMHTeNbHO Noadexana K 3Be3fe,
KOoTopasi Ha e€ Fja3ax craja yMmeHbuiatbcsl. Ho B Heil Xe
ncye3 bum! He paznymuiBasg, MOHHM BIpLITHYJIa BHYTpPb, €if
eJie-eJie XBaTWIO MecCTa.

JleBouKky oKpyXaja ThbMa. A caMa OHa Tajana... HeT, He
najana, cKopee IUIbUIA... WIH JieTea... 60T ero 3HaeT, YTo 3TO
6su10. HO OT TOro, YyTro no4sa yuuia M3-noj Hor, e cTajio
MYTOPHO H CTPalllHO, TaK CTPAalIHO, KaK He ObUIO JAaxe INpHU
MosIBNeHUH Apyroii MoHHH U3 3epKana.
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A OHa Bc€ HecJlach CKBO3b ThMY. MOHHH paccTaBWIa PyKH
M TbITANach HALIyNaThb XOTh YTO-HUOYyAb, 3a YTO MOXHO
yuenurbesd. Ho kpoMe TbMbI BOKPYT He ObUIO HHYEro.

BuM MeaieHHO OTKpbUT Ma3a. EMy CHWICS OYeHb cTpall-
HbIfi cOH. Kak OyaTo OoH BCTasl cpequ HOYH, Hales XajaT H
BbILIEN M3 KBapTUpbl. [IoTOM OH BHAEN BO CHE MOYTOBBIA
SILUMK ¥ KaKylo-TO 3Be3ly, OONbLIYIO H CHSIOUIYIO, H...

buM notpsc ronoBoii. OH He B cBoeil crmajdbHe, 3AeCh
COBCEM [JIPYTOii MOTOJIOK, C TEPSIOLIMMHCA BO ThME€ MacCHB-
HBIMH TOMNEpPeYHbIMH OalKaMH. BbUIO O4YeHb T€MHO, XOTS
OTKYZa-TO cJieBa CTPYWICS HESICHbIH MepLalolmii cBeT. Manb-
YUK OCTOPOXHO nouieBewt pyKaMu. OH JieXall Ha KAKOM-TO
noaoOHUH KpoBaTH, MO KpailiHeH Mepe, ObUIO YeM YKPBIThCH,
TOJIBKO OJIESUIO OKa3aJIoCh XECTKUM M TSIKEJBIM.

HaBepHo, cOH BC€ ell€ npoaoskaics, HO YX OOJIbLHO OH
ObUT NMOXOX Ha NEHCTBHUTEIBHOCTD.

buM MenieHHO NOBEPHYJI INOJIOBY K cBeTy. U yBuIen oroHs
— HacTosSILIMH OroHb, TOPEBLUIMA B TaKOM OOJIbILLIOM ouvare,
YTO OH 3aHHMaJ YyThb JIM He BClO cTeHy. Oyar kasajics
60/Ib1ION TEMHOH mNeliepoii, B KOTOpPOil ropen MaJleHbKHii
KOCTEp.

BpICOKO Hall OTHEM LIUIa KAMEHHas KAMHHHas JOCKa, a Ha
HeM...

3BE3n04kM, ceMb 3BE3mouyeK. He cepeOpucThie, Kak Ha
KOHBEpPTE... KAKOM KOHBepTe? BHM MYYUTEJIBHO mMBITAJICS
BCIIOMHHTb. Bc€ 310 6BUIO TaK maBHO. [loyToBbIH SIIMK —
Ja, NEeHCTBHUTE/IbHO, OBUT NMOYTOBBIH SLIMK M Ha HEM ObLUIM
HapHCOBAaHbI 3BE3OYKH.

A 31ech 3Be30OYKH CBETWIHMCH JWIoBbIM. U OroHp GbuI
HacTosIUA — BHUM 4yBcTBOBaJ Hcxopsllee OT HETO TEIUIO.
Kakoe-To BpeMs MaJIBYMK CMOTpeJll Ha OroHb, a IIOTOM
MepeBEN B3SO Ha CBOIO NMocTeNb. BHe BCAKHMX COMHEHMIA,
3TO He ero MocTejib, He B HEl OH 3acHYJ BYepa BedyepoM. Jta
6bLIa U yXe, U HIKe, TaK YTO €ro JIMLO 0Ka3aJloCh BPOBEHb
C A3bIKAMHM IUIAMEHH.

BbuM cen B nocrenn. EMy cTanio no-HactosiieMy CTpalliHo,
MOTOMY YTO BCE BOKPYT ObUIO TAKMM peayibHbIM. OYar CIryXun
€IUHCTBEHHbIM MCTOYHHMKOM CBeTa, NO3TOMY NOYTH HHUYETO
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He 6bU10 BaHO. Ero HM3Kasi KpoBaTh CTOSUIA Y CTEHBI KaK pas3
HamnpoTHB odYara. Y jJajbHell CTeHbl CTOSUI CTOJ, HECKOJBLKO
IEPEBSHHBIX CTY/IbEB U €ll€ KAKOH-TO NMpeaMeT, KOTOpHIH B
3TOM HEBEpPHOM CBeT€ MOXHO ObUIO MPHHSATH 3a Oyder.

C nmoTonKa CBUCAIN KAKHe-TO IMyYKH CYXOi#l TpaBbl. A ellé
TaM ObUTH CBS3KH JIYKa U NepLia, TOJIBKO COBCEM CMOPILIEHHO-
ro. KpoMe buMa B KoMHaTe HUKOIO He OBLIO.

BHM OCTOPOXHO BCTa/l HA HOTH, HANIPSDKEHHO BIVISIIbIBA-
SICb B TEMHbBIE ymibl. HU Maneiiux npu3HakoB XH3HH. bum
M caM He 3HaJl, KOTo OH OXHAal 31eCh YBHIETb, HO yOeIHB-
WUKCh, YTO OH B OJHWHOYECTBE, MAJIbYUK B3AOXHYI C
obnerdeHueM. Ho cTromwno ero B3misiAy ynactb Ha KpacHOBa-
Thle CBeTsIIMecs 3BE3NOYKM Ha KAMHHHOM JOCKe, KaK ero
npoHu3an crpax. OT HUX XAu Geasl, B 3ToM bUM OBLT yBepeH.

Manbuuk caenan war, apyroil. Tenepb oH 6bU1 GaMXe K
orHi0. 1 ToNbKO TYyT OH 3aMETWI, YTO Ha HEM He MMXaMa H
JlaXe He IXMHCH C pyballIKoii, a KOPOTKHE OpIOKH M3 TaKoOi
Xe rpyboii TKaHH, 4YTO M OJesUI0, BHU3Y OHHU ObUIM 3arpanie-
HBl B ToJIcThle HOocKM. KreTyaras, KopuyHeBas c GelbIM
pybaika Obuta €My BeJIMKAa, H MaHXeTbl CHYCKaJIUCh OO
camMbix maibleB. [lIMpoxmii KoXaHbIii peMeHb OMNOSICHIBAJ
pyGauiky.

BHM noTpsc rojoBoii, 3aKpbU1 IMia3a, COCYUTA AO AECATH
M CHOBa HX OTKpbUIL. Bc€ octaBanock no-npexueMmy. Her, 3to
COH, HHaYe H ObITb He MoxeT!

OH ylHUIHYA cebs 33 pyKy. YIIMIIHYJ TaK CWIBHO, 4TO
Jaxe BCKpHKHYJI. EMy 6bU10 60MBHO!

Ho Benp He MOXeT XXe 3TO NMPOMCXOAMTbL Ha caMoM fee!
A eclM BCE-TaKM MOXET, TO TIlle OH HaXOOWUTCA H KaK ciola
nonan? buM ycTaBwics Ha OroHb HEBHASILIUM B3TISIOM. OH
NBITAJICS COOpaThCsA ¢ MBICAMH. [IOYTOBBIA SLIHK, C HUM
YTO-TO CBsI3aHO. UTO Xe ciydymioch?

ITocTreneHHo oH Bcé BcnmoMHII. [1oyToBHIM SIIMK MOHHH
— U ero cobcTBeHHBIH. OH BCMIOMHMWI H Mpo najouky «Ca-
6yM», ¥ npo cepeOpsiHy1O cBedy... BUM GpocwWiics K KpoBaTH.
Korzaa oH 3aceinajn B CBoel KOMHaTe, ero NMoAapKH JieXanu y
Hero noj noayurkoil. OnHako 3aech NMOAYLIKM He ObUlo, e€
3aMEHsU1 CIOXEHHBIf B HECKOJILKO pa3 KycoK ofesUia. bum
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CYHYJI O]l HETO PYKY M OLIyTHJ Xojona MeTayuia. O6a nogapka
M3 MOYTOBOIO SlIMKa ObUIM Ha Mecte, O6a? Ewé kakoii-to
TnpeaMeT ynaa Ha Mo

BMM HaKIOHWICA M NOAHSUT 3Be3ly — MNSITHKOHEYHYIO
3Be3ny M3 MPOBOJOKH. Ha KOHUaX Jy4d 4YyTh YTOJNLIAIMCh.
Takass cTpaHHas WITyKa BIIOJIHE MOIVIA OBITh OYEpPEIHBIM
nogapkoM «Cemu Yynec». Tonbko BUM He NOMHMWI, KaK 3TOT
noAapoK K HeMy Momal.

BuM moTpoHyscs A0 Hero ¢ 6onbluoii onackoii. IlepBrie
Ba nogapka MoHHHM Bpela He NMPHHECIH, HO BOT TPETUH —
3epKajo... A 3TO ero TpeTHil mnoxapok.. buMy coBceM He
XOTeJIOCh, YTOORI M C HUM CIIYYWIOCh YTO-HHOYAb nogo6Hoe.
OnHo 6bUIO SICHO: 3Be3la TOIO X€ IMPOMCXOXACHHS, YTO H
najoyka M cBeya. OHa Takas Xe cepeOpUCTast M TaK Xe
CBETUTCS B TEMHOTE.

B TtemHoTte... [me oH Haxommtcsi? BuM nepeaBuHYyJICS
nobmke K OrHio. 34ech OH YYBCTBOBaJl ceOsi CMOKOIiiHee,
Jaxe He OT TeIUla, a MpPOCTO OT cCBeTa. A Ha 3BE3NOYKU Ha
KAMMHHOM OoCKe OH 0osbllie CMOTpETh He Oymer. ManbumMk
001HM3a nepecoxiuye ryobl H OCTOPOXHO NMPOroBOPWI: «Dii!»

OH M caM He 3HaJl, KAKOTO OTBETa OXHMIAJ, U OT Koro. Bcé
TaK Xe IOTPECKUBAJIO IUIaMs, APYTHX 3BYKOB He ObLIO CJIbILI-
Ho. Bapyr buM 3aMeTwi, 4ro OoroHp 3aryxaer. OH B yXace
ormsaeinca. OcraTbes OMHOMY B TEMHOM KOMHaTre — HET, HU
3a yro! OTOro OH He HNONYCTHT. PsimoM c ovaroM Jjexana
KY4Ka JepeBsIHHBIX OPYCOYKOB, MOKPHITHIX KOPO#, — IOXO-
Xe, 3T0 ObUIO AEPEBO, H €ro CpyOMIH COBCEM HeaaBHO. Bum
CXBaTHWJI HECKOJILKO ILITYK M CYHYJ B OroHb. B kakoii-To
MOMEHT €My MOKa3aJioch, YTO OH COBCeM 3aracuwi wiams. Ho
3aTeM Ha BEpXHEM IMOJIEHE 3aHMIach M SPKO 3aropeyach
BETKa, U MaJIbYHK B3IOXHYJ C OOJIErYeHHEM.

BuM cneaun 3a orHEM IO TexX Mop, NMoKa He ybeawics, 4To
OH He noTyxHeT. 3areM BUM npH3Bag Ha NMOMOIIb BCIO CBOIO
XpabpocTh U MeUIEHHO O0OOLIEN KOMHATy, IOMMHYTHO O3M-
pasice. 1| XoTd OH HHMKOIo He BMIEJ, B HEM KpeIuia
YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO OH HE ONHH-

B xoMHaTe MMeNoch ABa OKHa, HO TOJIKY OT HHX He ObUIO
HHUKAKOIO, MOTOMY YTO MX IPUKPBIBAIM TSDKENbIE OEPEBSIH-
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Hble CTaBHH, 3aKphIThie, K TOMY Xe, Ha 3acoB. Takoil xe
3acCOB 3allMpa] U3HYTPH ABepb. Em€ buM Halmén Heckonbko
CYHAYYKOB — BEpHee, OH IIPOCTO HATHIKAJICA Ha HHX, — a
Korzaa, HabpaBLIMCh CMENOCTH, OH OTKPbUI ABepLy 6ydeTta, TO
yBHIEN JIMLIb IJIMHAHBIE TOPLUIKM M KYBLIMHBI, BCE C KpBbIllI-
KaMH, U HECKOJILKO TOJICTBIX KOPHYHEBBIX TApeJIOK.

O06oiins Bcio KoMHATy, BHM BepHYJICS K o4ary M ceJl Bo3Je
OTHSI, CKPECTMB HOTM M paiyfich TeIUTy. B HmanbHel 4acTH
KOMHATBI OBUIO 3HAYMTENBLHO XOJIoAHEe. Y KpOBaTH OH Ha-
weén 6oruHkM. Korma oH MX mpHMepH, 0Ka3ajloCh, YTO C
TOJICTBIMH HOCKAMH OHH NOAXOAAT €My B caMblii pa3. CtpaH-
HbI€ 3TO ObUTH GOTHHKHM, Ha TOJICTOM NMONOLIBE H COBEPLIEHHO
OIHMHAKOBbIE, Tle NMpaBblii, e JieBblii — He pa3bepélib.

Ecnu oH He cniuT, a buM Bcé Gonblie M Gonble yoexnancs
B 3TOM, TO KaK X€ OH BCE-TaKM cloja nonaj? buM BbUIoXWI
Ha KAMEHHbIe IUTMTHI y o4ara — 31ech ObUIO CBeTjiee — Bce
MoJapKu M3 NovyToBoro siuka. «Ca-6ym» M cBeya ObUIH
CTapbIMHM JOODHIMHM ApPY3bSAMH. 3Be3Ay OH IOJIOXWI MOAaJIb-
e, €if OH COBCEM He AOBepsUl. A MOTOM OOEpHYJICA, TOTOMY
YTO TOYHO 3HAJI, YTO B KOMHATe OH HE ONHH.

W He yoMpasl pykH ¢ DIAIOYKH H CBEYH, OH CIIPOCHI elué
pa3: «[loxanyiicra, ckaxure, rae 97»

EMy NpHXOOMJIOCh XHTh B pa3sHBIX MECTaX, KAaXIblii pa3
HayMHas HOBYI0 XH3Hb. Ho Bce mepee3nbl ObUIH NOXOXHU
OOMH Ha apyroii. Ero Bceraa conpoBoxnaaia Mucc Banacko, u
XHUTb €My IpPeiCTOSUI0 B KBapTHpe WIH AOMeE, He TaK yX
OTJIMYAIOLIUXCS OT Te€X KBAPTUP M JHOMOB, Tle OH YXe€ XWI.
Ho 3mech Bcé OBUIO COBEpLIEHHO NMO-APYTOMY.

«I'me 17 — NOBTOPWI MAIbYHK, CXHUMasl B pyKaX NMaJouyKy
«Ca-6ym» U cBeuy. Ero cepauie KoJoTHI0Ch TaK CUWIBHO, YTO
MpPH KAXIOM yAape OH B3IparuBajl BCEM TEJOM.

10. I'de naw dom?

OroHs B o4are sipKo BCIBIXHYJI. BMM moBepHyN ronosy.

— Tak TBI BepHYy/ICcsa OoMO#, Xo3a?

buM pe3ko pasBepHyics. OHa cuaeNa Ha OJHOM U3 Ma-
JIEHBKHX CTYJIbYMKOB, HOXKH Y HETO GhUIH TaKHe KOPOTEHbKHE,
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YTO Ka3aJloCh, YTO OHa CHAWUT Ha KopTtodkax. Cpera 6pUIO
JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI XOpOLIO pas’MIsiACTh XEHINWHY, XOTA
JUTHHHOE MEIIIKOBATOE IUIaThe OCTABRISAJIO OTKPHITHIM JIMLID €€
JIMLIO M 1UEI0.

Ona 6bU1a Mo-HacTosIIeMy cTapoi, crapiue Muccuc IIpu-
T4eTT. [TouyTH BClO rONIOBY NOKPBIBAJI JIWIOBBIH Yerel, HO Ha
N6y ¥ Ha BHCKaX M3-TIOA HEro BbIOMBAIUCDH JUTHHHBIE NPSOU
celbIX BoJjoc. ['1a3a y Heé... 11a3 NMOYTH He ObUIO BHOHO, TaK
HHU3KO HABHCAIM HaJl HHUMH KYCTHCTble OpOBH. A KpYIHbIH
HOC 3arubasicsi KHM3y, Kak KmoB y nonyras (bum ero oqHax-
OBl BHIEN), TAK YTO NOA 3THM HAaBHCAIOLIUM HOCOM TIyOBI
Ka3aJIUCh MAJIECHBKUMH U TOHKHMMH.

E€ pyxu He oTpBIBAIUCH OT BsA3aHbi. Ho XOTs manbiibl Tak
M MeJIbKAJIH, COTIPOBOXAaeMble PUTMWUYHBIM TOILENKUBAHH-
€M CIH1l, Ha CBOI0 paGoTy oHa coBceM He cMortpena. OHa
NPUCTUTBHO M3yyasa buma.

ManpyuK caenan 1ar Hasaj, noToM Apyroi. OHa HacTONb-
KO OTVIMYaJIach OT JIIOAEH M3 ero MUpa, 4ro buM mcmyrancd,
XOTSI OHa He yrpoxaja eMy, a cuueisa cebe M Bszama. Ho
OTKyIa oHa B3suiack? U aBepH, H OKHa Mo-NpeXxHeMy ObUIM
3aKpbIThl Ha 3aCOBbI. A 0oJibllie HHKAK HeNb3sl ObUIO MOMNacThb
B KOMHaTy.

— Jlo6po noxaioBaTh AOMOH, — Tenepb, KOIJa OHa
OTKpbUIa poT, BMM 3aMeTHa ABa XeaToBaThIX 3y0a.
— Ho s He... — Havan 6bul0 BuMm, HO 3aMoiyan Ha

cepeauHe ¢paspl. [1ycTb OH He 3HaeT, rie HAXOAUTCS, HO 3TO
— He ero oM. A rae toraa ero goM? Y JIxoHcoHos? Jla, He
CerONHSIIUHUHA OeHb — [ha.

— He coBceM B cebe, Xo3a? — cTapas XeHIIMHA NTOKaYa-
Jia TOJIOBOM, TOJIs1 €€ GOJBIIIOTO JIWIOBOIO YENlia 3aTPSCIIHMCD,
oTOpachiBasi NIPUYYJINBBIE TeHH. — MOXeT, MyTellecTBHE
CIIHLUKOM 3aTSHY/O0CH?

BbuM cobpan Bcio cBOIO XpabpocTh.

— Mens 30Byr bum Pocc, — OH mnbITancsd ToBOpHTDL
YBEpEHHBIM TOHOM, HO HECMOTPS Ha BC€ €ro YCWIHS ToJioc
BCE-TaKU NpelaTesibcKu Apoxan. — U g xody noMoii.

Crapyxa noxkayajia rojoBoif ¥ NMorpo3wia eMy CITHLEMH.

— OX, Xo3a, THl IUIOX0 noayMas, BeAb Tak? Camuch-ka,
napeHb, ¥ BCIOMHHAH XOPOIUIEHBKO!
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Kak no Boe6CTBY psiloM C HHM OKa3ajcs CTyl, H bum
cell, CUENHUB PyKHM H 3aXaB HX MEXIY KOJIEH. Y Hero Bc€ Tak
Xe CTyyallo cepaue, eMy Obulo TpyaHO Abiiiath. [Toxamyi,
3TO el€ XyXe, YeM MomnacThcsd M3TTy ¢ ero 1aifkoi.

— AX, 4€pT! — Teneps cTapyxa CMOTpesia Ha CBOE Bi3aHbe,
YTO-TO NMOAMNPARISASA TaM TOl caMOii cMuei, KOTOpoi TOJIbKO
yro rpo3wia buMy. — CnymueHHas netrisa. Her, aToro pomyc-
TUTH Henb3d. CrylueHHas NMeTsd, U XHU3Hb NMOHAET BKPHUBb M
BKOCb.

buM BHUMaTeIbHee MPUIISIAENCS K BA3aHbIO. 31eCh ObUIH
HHMTKH BCeX LIBKTOB, HaBepHoe, M3-3a IUIOXOro OCBElEHHSA
OHH Ka3aJlMCh TaKMMH OJexibiMH. U Bsizaza crapyxa 4To-TO
o4yeHb Oonbloe, BepHee, MIIHHHOE. C €€ KoJieHeH Bs3aHbe
CITyCKAJIOCh Ha MOJI, 3aKpPY4YHBAJIOCh KOJbLIaMH, 6e3 Kakoro-
nubO0 y30pa WIH PHCYHKA, MPOCTO CMelLIEHUE BCeX LIBETOB.

— Jla HeT, Xo03a, PUCYHOK 3leChb €CTh, — CBOOOIHON
CIIMIICH CTapyxa yKa3ajia Ha CBOE BfidaHbe. — BoT cuacTebe, a
BOT Ieyasib, 10OpO M 3710, JOXAb U COJTHEYHLIH CBET, CEB U
ypoXaif, HayaJlo M KOHell, KaK H JOJXHO ObiTh. YEpHOoEe U
Genoe, KpacHOe M CHHee, XENToe U 3eN€Hoe... TYT HEMHOro
Heba, BOT 3TOT Kyco4eK MoOoblile — pe4yKa, ropcTKa 3eMJIH,
JIMCT C AepeBa, CHEXHWHKA, COCYJIbKA, KATUIs JOXIS, COJTHEY-
HBIH 3aifYMK, — OHa NMPOMU3HOCWIA BCE 3TO HapacleB, Kak
OyaTo BOT-BOT 3aNOET IO-HACTOSLIEMY.

W BuMy Ka3anoch, 4TO JeTajiM, 0 KOTOPhIX OHa YIIOMHHAaJIa
— Hebo, peyka, 3eMIsl, JINICT, — CTAHOBWIHCH Ha CEKYyHAY
sipye. Ho ero Gonblie 3aHMMan cCOOCTBEHHBIE NPOOIEMBI.

— I'me HaxomMTCA 3TOT AOM? — CIIPOCWI OH, OTBOAS IVla3a
OT MeJIbKAIOLIUX B €€ pyKaX CITHIL.

— B cBoéM BpeMenH, Xo3a, B CBOEM BpeMeHHU. Bpems
MoxeT ObITb MecToM. Heyxenu Tbl Bc€ 3a6b11? HyxHo Xxe
OBUTIO MpeBpaTUTLCS B TAKOIO oxyxa!

OHa nocalInBO NMOKa4yasia rojiopoii, Ho GoJblie HUYEro He
cKasaja.

Ort cTpaxa bum Opocwicsa BcE€ OTpHMLIATh.

— MeHns 30ByT buM Pocc, 1 HuKakoii 1 He X03a, WIH KaK
ero TaM. M 1 xouy noMoii.

— A rIe TBoM noM? — CNpOCHWIAa OHa.
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— Hy, xak xe, y /IxoHcoHoB. [lo KpaitHeit Mepe ceityac
s TaM XHBY.

— Ceifyac, ToToM — BpeMs B CY4€T He MAET. [ne yroaHo,
TOJIBKO He 31ech. Y Tebd ecTh nanoyka, cBeya M 3Be3na. C ux
MOMOUIBIO Thl OTKPOEMIb...

— OHHU MHe He HYXHBI! — BUM nmocnelHO OTOABHHYJ OT
cebs Bce TpH NpeaIMeTa Ha KAMEHHOM IUIMTE, i€ OHHM OcJie-
MHUTENBHO CBEPKAJIH.

— Ho, Xo3a, apyroro nytd y Tebs HeT. BosmeGHble
npeaMeThl TpHHaAIleXaT TeOe. Pa3zBe T He MONB3OBAICSA
umu? Tenepb OHHM TBOM.

BuM Mo€Xuincsi, XOTA CTOSUT Y CaMOTO OTHS.

— 3abepuTe HMX, — OTYasSHHO 3aKpH4aJl OH. — MeHs
30ByT buM Pocc, 1 HHKeM OpyruM s ObITh He Xo4y. S He xouy
30€Ch OCTaBaThCs, OTNYCTHTE MeHs NOMO¥!

Tyt oHa 3acMesinace.

— To1 Bc€ TaK Xe Hetepnenus, Xo3a. M Tak xe HeocTopo-
xeH. Komu Hayanm 3aHMMAaThcsl BOMIHEOCTBOM, 3TO Ha BCIO
XH3Hb. A BEpHYTbCA Ha3aJg — 3T0 MH ellé nmocMorpuM. Ho
rie Xe Ta, YTO JOBEpHLIAeT KOJIOBCTBO, XOTeNa Obl A 3HATh.

Bcé BsizaHbe onATh cobpasioch Ha OQHOI CrHlle, a BTopas
ocBoGogmwnack. Ha 3TOT pa3 crapyxa ykaszana cBOOOgHOM
CIHMlieil Ha 3Be3ny U3 cepeOpsHOI NPOoBOJIOKH, a He Ha buma.

3Be3na 3aTpeneTana, OTAEIWIaCh OT KAMCHHOM IUTMTHI, Ha
KOTOPO# JieXana, W, IOBUHYSCh MaHSLIUM ABHXCHHUSIM CITH-
LIbl, ONMYCTWIACh Ha Moj Mexny buMoM u crapyxoit. Tenepn
CNHlla B3/eTeJia B BO3OYX, YKa3biBasg IMOOYEPENHO HAa Te
TOYKHM, TI€ CXOAWIHCH JIYYM 3BE3Nbl.

OTH TOYKH 3aCBETIWIHCH sSipye, a caMa 3Be3/ia CTajla pacTH.
bum BckpuKHYN M oTonBUHYA cBoi cTyn. Hakonen crapyxa
3aroBopwuia.

— OHa notepsinack. 3Be3/ia npeqHa3sHavyanach Tebe... [To-
30BH €€.

Koro no3sats? CHayasia buM pactepsuics, a nmoToM Bcé
noHs1. Peyp Moria uaTH ToNIbKO 0 MOHHH. e oHa moTeps-
nacp? U kak...

— 30BH, NapeHb, WIM ThI X0Yellb, YTOOLI OHa NoTepsiach
HaBcerga? — roJIoC y CTapyXH CTajl pe3KHM.
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— MoHHH... — xpuIuio npouwentan buM. — MoHHHn! —
OH TMONBITAJIC KPUKHYTh TpOMYeE.

— Her, He Tak, Moit MaibyHK. ThHI KBaKaellb KaK JISTYLIKA.
Wi TH1 medcTBHTENbHO Xodellb €€ MoTepATh? — crapyxa
TKHY/Ia CIHLEN B-€ro CTOPOHY.

Ecmu 651 MoHHH 6bU1a 3Aech! EMy Tak He X0TesI0Ch, YTOOBI
oHa motepsnack! OHa — HacTosllas, NPUHALIEXHUT TOMY
MHPY, KyJa OH TaK XaXIeT BepHyThcs. buM Habpan B n€rkue
no6osbliie BO3IyXa M W30 BCeX CHMJI 3aBOITIUI:

— MoHH#H!

EMy BTOpHMIO 3X0, OoTpaXasicb OT CT€H, CHOBAa M CHOBa
nosTopsia ¢€ UMs. OTOHb pa3ropelicsi CUIbHeeE.

B ueHTpe 3Be3ab1 0o6pasoBasicss KITyboK TyMaHa. BuM Bapyr
BCMIOMHW MOHHH U3 3epKajia, OHa NOSBHIACh TOYHO TaK Xe,
a e€ buM coBceM He xoTen BHAETb. OH HCMYTAHHO CleaW 3a
TeM, KaK TyMaH nmoAgHuMaeTcsl BBepX. [IoToM TyMaH ucues.

BHyTpH 3Be3ab1 KTO-TO ObUTI. OHA CBEpHY/IACh KaJJAYHKOM,
OOXBAaTUB PYKAMH COTHYTbl€ KOJIEHH H YTKHYBIIHCh B HHX
JIMLIOM, TaK 4YTo BuUM BHAeN NMIIL pacChIMaHHbIE MO IUIeYaM
BoJiocel. Ho y MOHHH KOpoTKHe BoJIOCHI, IO KpaiiHeil Mepe,
3HAYMTEJIBHO KOpoYe.

— MoHHH? — HeyBepeHHo cnipocwi buM. OH BUAen, 4TO
JIeBOYKa JPOXHUT BceM TesloM. U omera oHa 6bul1a no-apyro-
My, He B IXMHCHI C pyballKoH, W OJaXxe He B €€ caMbIii
JyJqiuHi pxemiep ¢ 6my3koii. Ha Hei#t 6bU10 YTO-TO CTpaHHOE
M MELIKOBaToe, TYCKJIO-KOPHYHEBOIO L(BETA, MOYTH TAKOIO
Xe, KaK €€ BOJIOCHI, TaK 4YTO TpPyAHO ObUIO cKa3aTb, Iae
KOHYAIOTCS BOJIOCHI M HaUMHaeTcs ofexnaa. HemoHsATHO, cibi-
ajla ero AeBOYKAa, WIH HeT, HO OHa He OTBETWIA H He
nolueBeawIach.

— MoHHH? — 4yTh rpoMYe NMOBTOPHI OH.

— He 6yny oTkphiBaTh IMa3a, He Oyay! — €€ rosoc 3Byda
IITyX0, OHa TOBOPWIA, He NMOAHHUMAs ToJIoBbl. — 3Aech TakK
CTpPallHO U TEMHO, He Oyldy OTKpLIBAaThH IJia3al

— MoHHH, 3T0 1, buM, — HeTepneaHBO MOBTOPHI OH. —
Iloseps MHe...

MoOHHHU MeJUIEeHHO TOAHsIA TONIoBY, Tenepb buM Buaen e€
JIMLIO, HO IV1a3a ObUIM BCE ellé 3aKpbITHI.
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— He 6yny oTkphIBaTh I1a3a! — noBropwia oHa. — S He
mory!

— Her, Moxewus!

W eapa buM nporoBopun 3TH c/loBa, pa3fajicsl KaKoi-To
3BYK. 3Be3lla, BHYTPH KOTOPO# CKOpYWIachb MOHHH, MOaHS-
Jlach B BO3AYX M MoOBHCIAa Y He€ Hapn royioBoil. [loroM oHa
OBICTPO YMEHBIIWIACh M TpEeBpaTWIach B Ty 3BE3MOYKY M3
MpOBOJIOKH, YTO JieXajla Ha KaMeHHoil ruTe. Tyaa Xe, Ha
KaMEHHYIO IUIMTY, OHa Terepb M BEPHYJACh H JieIa pSIoM C
MaJIoykoi M CBEYOil.

— Job6po moxanoBaTh, XaHHa, — CTapyxa ellé ObIcTpee
3apaboTajia cCMMLaMHU, KaK OyATO HaBEPCThIBaJIa YIylLIEHHOE.

MoHHH oTKpbuUla ma3a. OHa JOJIro cMOTpeJia Ha OToHb, a
MOTOM IepeBeia B3IJIsl Ha CTapyXy, He obpaliast Ha bBuMa HU
MaJieflllero BHUMaHHS.

— 41... 1 Bac 3Hal0, — MeQJICHHO MPOroBOpWIa oHa. — Bhl
— KyKJIa, He HaBopsluas nopuy!

— A Teneps? — noxwuias XeHIIHHA 3acMesUlaChb. —
Cornacuch, XaHHa, 51 BOBCE He KYKJa.

— A g He XaHHa, — MOHHH yTIpsSIMO BbICTABWIa BIIEPER
non6oponok, buM yacro Buaen e€ Takoit. — S MoHHH
durrc!

— Ha, Tak Thl ce6s Ha3blBaclllb, YTO M TNOATBEpPAWIA B
NMUCBMEHHOM BHIE, — CTapyXa KHMBHYJa roioBoii. — Tak BoT,
MonHnu, 3mecy Thi XaHHa. Ho noyemy THI pemmna Hac
HaBeCTUTh? D10 ObUT HE TBOM BOJLIEOHBbIH MOJApOK...

— bum... — MoHHH ornsggenach. — A, TaK ThHI 31ech! —
MOXHO OBbUIO MOAyMaTh, YTO OHA XYTKO pa303JWiach Ha
MaIBYMIIKY, TaKOM y He€ ObUT HeAOBOJLHBIM ronoc. — Yrto
Thl Haaenan? I'me MBI Haxoaumcs?

He ycnen oH oTBeTUTb, KaK cTapyxa paccMmesiiach; bumy
€€ cMeX CoBceM He NMOHpaBWICS.

— Ho TbI-TO 3Haews, rae Haxoauibes, XaHHa. OTIAAUCH
10 CTOpPOHaM, AeBOYKa, IJla3za y Tebs ecTb?

Iloxa MoHHH He ABHIaJlach C MECTA, OCTaBasACh BCE B TOi
X€e Mo3e, B KOTOpPOil MosBWIAach BHYTpH 3Be3anl. M Tonbko
Teriepb OHa MeUIEHHO MOBEPHYJIa I'0JIOBY, a IOTOM pa3BEPHY-
Jlach BCEM TEJOM, MO-INpeXHEMY He BCTaBas Ha HOTH, H
omsiaesia KOMHarty. JleBouka XMypuiach, HO He IOTOMY, YTO
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BCE ell€ 371a Ha Hero, moayMan buM. Ckopee, oHa neITaach
YTO-TO BCIIOMHHTb.

Tak oHo M 6bUIO, MOHHH IEeHCTBUTENBHO BCIIOMHHAJIA.
OHa Jonroe BpeMs HaXoAWIach B XOJOOHOW TeMHoTe. Hu-
KOTrJa B XHM3HH OHa He MCIBITHIBAJIa MOJOGHOrO yXaca, yxaca
OT TOTO, YTO MOXET OCTaThCA B 3TOM XOJIofe HaBceraa. A
NMOTOM — TNOTOM OHA OYYTHJIaCh 3[1€Ch M YCJ/bIlala, Kak bum
e€ mo3Bajl.

Crapyxa — 3To Ta caMas KyKia (no KpaiiHeii Mepe, y He€
JIMLIO KYKJbl, B 3TOM MOHHH 6bUIa yBepeHa). A 3Ta KOMHa-

Ta... MOHHHM NOAHSAJIA TOJIOBY M YyBHAENA.. — 3BE3NOYKH,
BbIpe3aHHbIE Ha KAMHHHOM JIOCKe BBLICOKO HaJl OTHEM.

— OTO cTaphlif 1OM, — YBepeHHO 3asBWia oHa. — Ho
Tenepb OH Kakoii-ro apyroii. B HéM xuByr. Bel... — oHa
MOCMOTpEJIa Ha CTapyXy. — DTO BbI 3[€Ch XHBETE?

— MoXxHo cka3aTb, YTO 51 XMUBY 3ech. [lo KpaiiHelt Mepe,
s1 XHBY B JIOM€, KOTOpBIif TENEPh...

— Teneps? — nepecnpocwia MoHHH.

KoHeuHo, oH M3MeHWIcd. /IBeph ObUIa Ha MecTe, MOSBHU-
nacpe Meb6enb, xoTs MOHHM mNo-ApyroMy IpeicTanisiia cede
yOpaHCTBO KOMHATHI.

— MoHHH, — ycnbllana oHa rojoc buma. — OHa cymac-
wenuwas! OHa roBopuT, YyTo Thl XaHHa, a 1 — KAaKOH-TO
Xo3a, H... MOHHH, HaM HYXHO BEPHYTBLCSI JOMOIA.

MOoHHH nepeBena B3MIAA Ha CTapyxy.

— Iloyemy B HasbiBaeTe MeHsA XaHHOH? — cmpocuia
OHa.

— A noyeMy Thl Ha3biBaelrb ce6 MoHHH?

— IMoToMy 4YTO MeHsI TaK 30BYT!

— A Tbl yBepeHa? — HEOXHIAHHO CIIPOCHJIA CTapyxa.

— KoHeyHo, yBepeHa, — oTBeTwia MOHHH. — A 3TO
buM, buM Pocc. A roe MBI, KcTaTH roBops?

— A rae 651 Th 6oJNblile BCEro XoTesla oKa3aThes?

Bonpoc ynuBu1 MoHHH. e Ob1 OHa XoTena oka3aTbes?

— Jloma! — GBICTPO OTBETHJIA OHA.

— Jla, momMa, — 3x0oM oto3Bajici buM. — [lo3BonbTe HaM
BEPHYTLCSA OOMOIA!

— A rae Baw aom?

MOHHH OTKphUIa 6LLIO POT H YXe cobHpasiach cKa3aTb «Y
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JIxoHCOHOB», HO oceKiachk. HeT, 310 He n0oM. JloM — 3TO TO
MECTO, 0 KOTOPOM OHa MeYTaJla M0 Ho4yaM, XOTS IpeKpacHo
3HaJa, YTO 3TUM MeYTaM He CYXIEHO COBIThCA.

— Bot BuaMiub, — crapyxa Kak OyATO YMTala €€ MBIC/IH.
— Tbl Jaxe He 3Haelllb, Iie HAXOAUTCS TOT AOM, B KOTOPOM
Tbl Obl XOTeNna okasaTbcsa. MU Bc€-Takm 3Haellub?

— OmHa 3HaeT! — Xano6Ho npotsaHya buM. — Ckaxu ei,
Mounuu! Mbi X1BéM y JIKOHCOHOB U XOTHM TyZAa BEpHYThCS.

— Ml xuBEM y JIXOHCOHOB, — MeNJICHHO NOBTOpWIA
MOHHHM, — HO 3TO He HacToslHi AoM, Bum.

Manp4uK cxXan KyJlak, Ka3ajloCh, OH XOTeJl e€ yIapuTh. A
MOTOM OMNYCTW] IJ1a3a.

— Bcé paBHO — s X04y Ha3all, — THXO Npo6OpMOTaJl OH.

— Bbl npuHecnn ¢ coGoii KIIOYM,.. — CTapyxa TKHyJa
CNHLIE B CTOPOHY o4ara, rie Ha KaMeHHOMH IUIMTe JiexXaJil
najoyka, cBeya M 3Be3aa. A Mnoj CKIagKaMH CBOero JIMHHOTO
MEUIKOBATOIO IUiaThsd MOHHM MOYYBCTBOBAJIA KaKoe-TO llIe-
BeJieHHe. VI npexnae 4eM OHa CMOTIA MOHSTD, YTO MPOHU3O0LIIO,
METENKA, KYKJa M 3epKajio BhUIETENIM Yepe3 BhIpe3 BOpoTa U
yJIerIMCh psinoM ¢ nogapkamMu buma. 1 HUKakux 06EpPTOK Ha
HHX He ObUTO, a Belb MOHHHM TaK TILATEJILHO 3aBOpauyMBaja
3epKalo.

— OcTaNibHOE 3aBHCHUT OT Bac, — cKa3ajia cTapyxa.

MoOHHHY nepeBoAWIa B3DIAA CO CTApoOl XEHILUMHBI Ha
LIECTh BEIIMYEK, JIEXAaBLIMX Ha IUIMTE, U 0OpaTHo. A cTapyxa
He oOpalasia Ha HUX HM MaJsleiiliero BHHMaHusa. U3 cymku,
CBHMCaBLEi y HE€ C Mosica, OHA JOCTala el€ OAUH KIyboK
LIEPCTH, Ha 3TOT pa3 OJIeKIo-KPacHOTo I[BeTa, H CHOBa
ObICTpO 3apaboTayia CIMLIAMH.

— YT0 octaibHOe? — MOHHH XOTeJIOCh BBIPBaTh M3 PYK
CTapyxH Bsi3aHbe€, 3aCTaBUTh €€ OOSCHMTD.

— ¥YBuauTe, — BOT M BCE, YTO OHA YCJ]blllaja B OTBET.
MoHHHU pasosnuiack. Ho crapyxa maxe He mocMoTpesna Ha
He€, U MmoyeMy-To MOHHH He TOJIBKO He NOoCMeja pBaHYTh
BsI3aHbe K cebe, a BeAb MOHHHU OYeHb 3TOIO XOTEJOCh, HO
Jaxe MoaepraTth €€ 3a 100Ky.

Eit oueHb 3TOrO XOTENOCH! MOHHH B YXace NOCMOTpeJia Ha
3epKasio. A 4TO, eclii €€ MBICJIHM cOynyrcs, Benb MOHHH M3
3epKajla yxe AoKa3ajia, YTO 3TO BO3MOXHO.
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Meténka, Kykia, 3epkano. Crapyxa Ha3Bajla UX KIIOYaMH,
eca1d MoHHHM e€ npaBWIbHO MOHsUIAa. KaxuMu Kimo4yamMu, 9To
MMH OTKpbIBaloT? OHHM cOBceM HE NMOXOAWJIM Ha KIIOYM OT
KBapTHPhI J[)XOHCOHOB.

— Kak MBI cMoxeM BepHyThcd Ha3aj? — cnpocwi bum,
obpaiasice K MoHHH.

— He 3nalo, — 310 6bLIa 4HCTasA npabaa. — I[loka He
3HaIo.

— Jymaii... — criuubl B pyKaxX CTapyXH OISITb 3aMeJIbKAJIH.
Ka3zanoch, OHH ABHXYTCSI CaMH COOOI, H HET TaKHX NaJbLEB,
KOTOpbIe MOIIM 651 3a HUMH nocneTb. 1 oHM nocBepKHUBaiy,
HCKPWIH, JWIOBblE MCKOPKM Pa3JIETAJICh B pa3Hbie CTOPO-
Hbl. MCKpBI CTAHOBMJIMCH BCE sipye, UX ObUIO BCE Gonblue U
6osple, MOKAa BOAONAI MCKD COBCEM He 3ac/IOHHI CTapylo
XeHIINHY.

A TOTOM BCE HCYe3JIo: U cTapyxa, ¥ €€ BsizaHbe. OcTayics
TOJIBKO CTYJ1 Y OTHA.

BuM BCKOYMJI Ha HOTH.

— He Morna Xe oHa MpocTO HMCMApHUTLCA? — OH MOBep-
HYJICS K 04ary M B3sUI B pyKH najiouky. OH H caM He 3HaJl, YTo
cobupaeTcs AejaTh, MIOKA He HANpaBWI NMAJOYKY Ha IycToM
CTyn1 M He 3akpu4an: «Ca-6ym!»

OnHako eciiM y NajJoykd ¥ ObL1a KaKas-TO CWIa, KOTopasi
CMOIIa 3alepeTh ABepH aBTOOyca M IepenyTaTh BapUaHThI
KOHTpOJIBHOM, TO Teneps OHa He cpabotana. buM norpsic e,
a MOTOM ITOJIOXWJI Ha3zaj.

— JlymMalo, HyXXHO OTBICKaTh AOPOry AOMO#, — MelJIeHHO
nporopopwia MoHHH.

— 3Be3na — BeAb 3TO OHAa Hac cloja npuBena! — bum
BLENWICS B NMPOBOJIOYHYIO 3Be3ny. OH Opocui e€ Ha moi U
cran xaath. OQHaKoO Ha 3TOT pa3 ¢ Hell HUYero He NMPoU30LL-
Jo. Slpye oHa He 3acBETHIACh H B pa3Mepax He YBeJIMYWIACh.

— He Tak Bcé npocTo, — 3aqyMyYMBO npoluentaia MoH-
HU. OHa BHMMATEJIbHO NOCMOTpeEJia Ha CBOM NOJapKH, HO He
MPHUTPOHYJaCh K HMM. MeT€NKa, KyKiIa, 3¢pKajlo — y HHX
€CThb KaKoe-TO Ha3HayeHHMe, KaK U Yy TeX BelIuYeK, 4To
Jocranuch buMy. Ecnu 6b1 oHa TONBKO 3Haja, 3a4€M OHH
HYXHBbI, €CJIH OBl el KTo-HUOYAb noacKasain...
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— Ml DomkHBI BEepHYTbCA Ha3zan, — y buma Tpsiciauch
PYKH. — BOT-BOT YTO-TO CNIyYHTCA...

OH 6111 npaB. MOHHH TOXe 3TO YyBcTBoBaja. OHa GpIcTpO
obepHy/ach M Ooryidaeia TEMHbIE YIVIbl. Y JeBOYKH 3apoiu-
JIOCh TNpPeAYYBCTBHE, HeXopolllee NMpeadyBcTBHe. Takoe y Heé
yXe ObIBaJIO, HampHMep, KOraa MNosiBiasUlach Mucc Puaep,
yTOOBI OTBE3TH €€ K HOBBIM NPHEMHBIM poauTensiM. Hx
XOaTH nepeMeHbl. A nepeMeHbl OOBIYHO He NpeABellaIH
HHYEro XOpolIero.

A ceiiyac npeqyyBCTBHE IOACKA3LIBAJIO €M, 4YTO M3-3a
3anepThIX ABepeil JOJLKHO YTo-TO NMosBUThCsA. M oyeHb cKo-
po.

MOHHH pacTepssHHO TOCMOTpeJia Ha IyCTOM CTya, Ha
KOTOpOM elI€ COBCEM HENAaBHO CHIEa cTapyxa. 3BaTh €é
b6ecrnosie3Ho, B 3ToM MoOHHHM Obula yBepeHa. YTto OBl HH
XIaJo UX BriepeaH, UM NMPHIETCS BbIKPyYMBaTbcsd caMuM. UM
caMMM... Tenepb oHa B3rJIsAHYy/a Ha BbuMa, Toro camoro bumMa,
KOTOphlii yGeranm or Matra, Toro BuMma, y Kotoporo, no eé
MHEHHIO, CMEJIOCTH ObUIO He OoJibllle, YeM y IpyaHOro Mia-
JIeHLa.

Ho K e€ GosnpuioMy yaumBleHHIO BuM ToXe cMoTpen Ha
Bepb, NMPHYEM C KAKHM-TO TAKMM CTPAaHHBIM BbIpaXeHHEM
auua... BniepBbie 3a Bcé BpeMs HMX 3HAaKOMCTBa OH Kaszajcs
CWIBbHBIM.

— HaM HyXHO.., — YTO HMEHHO MM HYXHO, OHa U caMa
He 3Haja.

U npexne 4yeM oHa cMoma noaobpars BepHble cioBa, bum
MOBEpPHYJICA K O4Yary ¥ B3sU1 OTTYAa 3Be3[y, CB€YYy H MaJOYKy.
KHMBKOM roJIoBbl OH yKa3all Ha €€ cOOCTBEeHHbIE MOJAPKH.

— OHH HaM NOHano6sTCA! — NMPOU3HEC MAIBYHK C TAKOM
yOeXIEHHOCTBIO B rosioce, 4ro MOHHHM MOYeMy-TO cCpasy
NnoBepwia, YTO OH MpaB.

11. Meménxa u nanouxa,
3epkano u 36e3da

MOoHHH KpaifHe HEOXOTHO B3sUla B PYKU CBOH TNMOJAPKH —
€CJIM MX BooOlle MOXHO ObUIO Ha3BaTh mnogapkamMH. Ha
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OLIYTIb OHH ObBUTH TEINBIMH, HO MOHHH pelwia, YTO OHH
HarpeJMch, J€Xa y o4ara.

buM Bc€ Tak Xe cMoTpen Ha ABepb. B omHOI pyke OH
JepXal NaJo4yKy, B IOpyroil — 3Be3ny M cBedy. KoHYMK
NMaJoYKH CMOTpeN NpsIMO Ha JBEPHOH 3acoB.

A OH — OH aBHraics!

MoHHH npuaBUHyNach noommke K Bumy. Crnemys ero
MpHMepy, OHa B3sJla KYKIy H METEJKYy B JIEBYIO PYKY, a
3epKajlo B MpaBylo, TIOBEPHYB €0 K ABepH. 3acCOB NOTHSICA
BBEpX, KaK OyaTo ero ABMrajla HeBUAUMAs pyKa. A NOTOM
ONYCTWICHA, TaK YTO CBOOOAHLIN KOHELl C TIIYXHM CTYKOM
yaapwics o6 non.

3a nBepblo 4TO-TO ObUIO! MOHHM 3aTania gbixaHue. Hu B
OIHOM KOLIMapHOM CHE OHa He MCIBIThIBAJIa TAKOIrO yXaca.
JeBouka cTosula, TECHO NMpHXaBWIKMCh K bUMy, ¥ 4yBcTBOBa-
JIa, KaK U ero coTpsicaeT MejakKasi IpOXb.

HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO 3acoBa Ha ABepH 6oJiblile He GBUIO,
Ta BCE ell€ He OTKPHIBAJIACh, BEpHee, €€ MOKAa He OTKPhIBAJIH.
buM c ynuBneHHeM OOHapyXWwl, YTO Ha SI3BIKE Yy Hero Bep-
THMTCS KAKOe-TO CTHXOTBOPEHHE, OH U CaM He 3Hall, Ilie MOT
€ro yCJIbIIIaTh. MalbyUK CTal NeKIaMHPOBaTh €ro BCIYX.
CrpaHHoe 3TO OBUIO oOuIylleHHEe — KakK Oyaro Bum He
Y4aCTHHK BCETO NPOUCXOASIIET0, a BCETo JIMIUb HHCTPYMEHT,
KaK MOJIOTOK WIH NMWIa, B pyKaxX y KOro-tos apyroro. OqHako
BpEMEHH Ha TO, YTOOBI 0OAyMaTh 3Ty HEOOBIMHYIO MBICID Y
HETo yXe He ObUIO.

«[loaw dyboswie,

Jeepu mécoswie,

Ilenea y deepu aexcum,

Ilanouxy kpenko cacumaro 6 pyke,
310 om deepeii mex Gexcump.

Ero rosioc otaaBajics CWILHBIM 3XOM, KaK TOIIa, KOraa oH
31 MoHHM. BMM He 3Han, rie BBHIYYMJI 3TH CJIOBa, HO B
ONHOM OH ObUI yBEpeH: KOrga-To OH MX JeHCTBUTEIbHO
Belydns. M Korza-1o oH yXe CTosU1 BOT TakK, B 3TOH caMoH
KOMHaTe, JIMLIOM K JIMLY C...

He ycneno cMONKHYTH 3X0, KaK 3a3BydYall rojioc MoHHH:
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«Cepebpo aynw,

Cepebpo 3epkan

Byov cnapywcu u enympu!
Ymo na padocmv odHOMY
s dpyeux — epex».

JIIBepb ¢ TPECKOM pacnaxHyJiach, CTYKHY/IacCh O CTeHy. B
TOT Xe MHT M CBeYa, M 3epKaJioO ApKO BCIBIXHYJIH, OCBellasi
TO, YTO CTOSUIO B ABEPSX.

«HeT!» — 3axpuyana MoOHHH.

IToToMy 4YTO B ABEPHOM NpoéMe cTosU1a MOHHM U3 3epKa-
J1a, MO KpaifHe# Mepe, YTO-TO Ha He€ OYeHb NOXOXee —
MOHHH cO CIyTaHHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, C YXMBUIKO#H Ha JIMLE, B
MOPBAaHHBIX HAa KOJICHSX JXXMHCAaX U Ipsi3HOM pyballke.

A psinoM ¢ MOHHHU M3 3epKajia, ¢ KOTOpOii, KaK HaJesiach
JeBOYKA, OHa JaBHO IIOKOHYMJIA, cTos1 buM — bBum c
MATHOM TPSI3M TMOJ HOCOM, C OeralollMH IIa3aMH M HeyBe-
PEeHHBIMH ABHXCHHSIMH.

Ho Benb HacTosuit buMm crosn psaoM ¢ Hell, OHa 4yB-
cTBoBasa ero 1wiedo! M Hacrosiass MoHHH — 3TO OHa!

CrogBilas B ABEPHOM IPOEMe NapoyKa BOLIIA B KOMHATY:
MoOHHH cO cBoeli BBI3HIBAIOLICH MOXOAOYKOH, U BUM 4yTs
NooJaab, KaK Oynro 6osvicsi, YTO Ha HEro KTO-To Habpocur-
cd... Ho oHM ObUTH He OOHH.

Bcnen 3a HUMH B KOMHATY yCTpeMWIHCh TeHH. Bor MoH-
HH yBHIEJIa 3HAKOMOE JIMLIO, JIML[O, KOTOpPOE OHa HH 3a 4TO
He XoTena 6bl OoJblIe BHAETh. PaccMOTpeB MOBHHUMAaTEIbHEE
ellé HEeCKOJNBKO TeHei, OHa IMoKpacHena oT cThiaa. Eciau
MoHHH y 3epkaja BoIUIolIaNa €€ MBICJAH, TO 3TH TEHH
HanoOMHWIH J€BOYKE €€ NOCTYNKH.

OgHako He Bce TeHH BOIUIOLHAIM €€ MperpelieHus. Te,
YTO SIBHO KACAIMCh TOJIbKO buMa, ObUIM ene BHOHBI, a JIML
COBCEM He pa3WYMTh. BUAHO, KaXablit U3 HUX AOJDKEH ObLI
BMIETH JIMLIb CBOH TEHH.

Jpyras MoHHH NpoTsAHyNa €if pyKy.

— TNoumm, — mpukasana oHa. — [lopa nomoii. Tel Xe
XoTena BEPHYTbcs. MBl TeOs1 mpoBOoaHUM.

Tenu no3zaau 3Toif HOBOM MOHHM CTaJiM CIyLIaTbCs, a
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MOTOM BJIWIHCH B HeE, TaK YTO OHa craja Goiblie, W, KaK
MOHsIa BAPYT Hactosimiags MoHHM, cWibHee. CKopo OHa
JoTpoHercs 1o MoHHM, H Torja...

— Her!— 3akpuyana Hactosias MoHHH.

— Jla! — xuBHyna rojiopoit Bropas MoHHH. — Tl Xe
XOoTela BEPHYThCSA, 3TO TaK IpPocTo. Bo3bMH MeHsd 3a
PYKY, H...

M 1yT MoHHH Bcé noHsa. EciyM oHa KoTpoHeTcs: A0 TOM
PYKH, OHa AECHCTBHTEJLHO BEPHETCA Ha3all, TOJBKO CTaHET
TaKOM Xe, KaK Ta, Apyrasg; ¥ MOHHH M3 3epKajla OINSATb
NOCEUTCA Y He€ B cepAlle, U OyIeT TONbKO XIaTh yAOOHOTO
ciydasi, 4ToObl 3aBJIaleTh €10 LIEJTHKOM.

BbuM Tak cMJIbHO CXHMMaJl NMajloyKy, YTO y Hero noGenenn
nanbusl. OH cMoTpen Ha apyroro buma u Ha TeHu 3a ero
crniiHoii. M OH BCE BCIOMHHI — KaK OH JIraJl U3 TPYCOCTH,
KaK B35U1 IEeHbI'M M3 KOIWIKN MaleHbKoi K3, notoMy 4ro
6osUicss MPHU3HATLCS, YTO IOTEPST ABAALATUNATHLEHTOBHUK,
Ha KOTOpBIi NODKEH ObU1 KYNHMTh MapoK, H €lUE, U ellE...

Bokpyr BTOporo bumMa Toxe cTanu cobMpaThLCcsi TEHH, OHM
TaK Xe¢ BIWIMCh B HEro, U TOTAa 3TOT BTopoii BUM yXMbLIb-
HyJICA B JIMLIO HacTosilieMy Bumy.

— Xovewrb BepHYThcd? D10 Tak npocto. Uam ciona...

buM Halienwn Ha cBoero ABOITHMKA BOJIUEOHYIO MaOYKY.

— A 1ebs 3Ha10! — OH MOYTH BH3XAI.

— Ewg€ xak 3Haemb. O 4€M TYT roBopuTb?

W npamna, mepen HUM crosin BbuM, mouyrH HacTosUi
Bum. M xto xe Torma oH cam? Kaszamoch, MMMO NpoHEccs
MOPBIB XOJIOAHOTO BETpa, TaK €MY BAPYT cTajio XonoaHo. Kto
OH Ha caMoM Jnene?

— Tbl — He HacTos1IMMH, — 3assBWI Bropoi BuM, 3nopan-
HO yxmbUIsisicb. — Tbl — Xo3a, HeyXenu 3a0bL1? A 1 —
HaCTOSILIHUHA. ..

— Het! — Bo3pasmn bum. Ero yBepeHHocTh yOniBana Ha
I1a3ax.

— Bni6pocs! — BrOpOif BHM yKa3mnBaJi Ha NaIOYKy Y
MambyHKa B pyKaX. — BBIKHHM H BC€ OCTaJIbHOE; €CIH
6ynewrp LEIIATHCA 3a 3TH LUTYKOBHHBI, HMKOTAa He Bep-
HEWLCA JOMOIA.
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3a Hero oTBeTWIa MOHHH.

— He cnywaii ero, bum...

— Ho oHM Xe HacTosllHe, — Tenepb BUM MoYTH LernTa.
— Tsl caMa BHOMILG...

— Ho Mbl ToXe, — MOHHHM NOBEILIE TOAHSUIA PYKY C
3epKaioM. — BuM, 3To Mbl — HacTosILIHUe.

— OHa cBUXHYNach, — BMellaics apyroit bum. — Tol Xxe
caM BHIOMIIb, Mbl — HACTOsIlIHE, a He Bbl. Eciu xouyelb
BEPHYTbCS, NMOHAEM.

— Tonpko He ¢ BamH! — oTBeTwia MOHHH, a 3aTeM
nobaBwia, o6palliasich K CTOSBIIEMY pPsAOM ¢ Heit bumy. —
He mosBonsiit UM mpukacatecsl K cebe, buM. Heyxenu Tol
XO4Yelllb CTaThb TAKUM, KaK OHH?

Manpuuk nocMoTpen Ha Toro buma, yro mogBwica u3-3a
nBepH. U He Ha 11yTKy nepemyraics. Kazanoch, Bce CIMBLIM--
ecsi ¢ TeM DUMOM TeHHM TMOOYEPENHO 3aMISABLIBAIM €My B
rj1asa.

Jpyroit BuM caoenan emé oaMH 1ar Bnepén.

— Tebe He yiiTH, THI H caM 3TO MpPEKPacHO 3Haelllb, —
MOXHO ObUTO MOoAyMaTh, YTO 3TO TOBOPHT MA3TT, cyMeBLUMI
HaKOHell-TaKu 3arHaTh buMa B yron. — Mbl Te6s roabiMu
PYKaMH BO3bMEM.

Y BuMa nepecoxio BO PTY, OH HE€ MOT BbIMOJBUTb HH
cnoBa. Ha MoHHHY OH ToXe He peliaics B3DISAHYTh. Jpyroit
BuM mnpaB, OH AeHCTBUTENbHO OGoJbllle, CWIbHEE, KpeIrde
Hero.

IManouyka B pykax y buMma gporHyna, €€ KOHYMK CMOTpEN
teniepb B non. 1 MoHHHU psinoM 6onbiie He 6bU10. [Toxoxe,
OHa Opocwia ero OogHOro, He 3axoTejia pa3le/MTh C HHUM
onacHocTb. OH OCTaJIcCd OIMH Ha OOMH C TeM, APYrMM bH-
MOM, M TOT €ro BOT-BOT CXBAaTHT.

BbuM noBHMMaTenbHee MpuIsdencd K IpyroMy bumy —
BbIPaXEHHE JIMLIa Y TOTO NOCTOSHHO MEHSUIOCh — H €My
crayo TolHo. JIpyroii bBuM — 3To 4YacTh ero caMoro, oT Hero
He ybeXatb.

Y6exarb? OH BCIO XHM3Hb TOJBKO M 3HaJl, YTtOo Oeran,
npsTascs, arai, Kopode, Aejiaj BCE TO, YTO HEC B cebe apyroi
Bum. BeyHo HamyranHeii BuM Pocc. HeT, 6ojble oH TakuM
He Oymer.
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OH 3acTaBHWI cebs1 YCIIOKOHMTLCS, PYKa IepecTaiia ApOXarTh.
Jpyroii buM Gosbie He yabibajcs, JHLO €ro BRIpAXalo
37100y M cuiy, kKak y Matra. 910 M 061 MaTT!

— Het! — 3akpuyan buM, OTKa3bIBasiChb BEPHUTb CBOMM
rna3aM. Jpyroit buM, npespaTuBLIniics B MaTtra, ObUI TOTOB
6pocurbcd B ApaKy. He pasnymeiBasi, buM caenan cBoi
BoIGOp. OH oTOpOoCcHI MaJIO4Ky, CBedy M 3Be3dy M IOIHSLI
PYKH C HEyMeNo CXaThIMU KyJaKaMH.

— A He yOeralo, 1 He coOHpaloch GOJbIlIE... — U BCJIENYIO
yAapwi mo Haasuraslieiicsa ¢urype Marra-buma.

MOHHHM NOYYBCTBOBaJa, 4YTo buM OTHANWICH, M BApYT
MOHSJIA, YTO Apyrass MOHHH BOCITOIB30BAIACh €€ XEJIaHUEM,
yTo6B1 BMM BBsI3ajica B ApaKky, M yXe NMpHOIU3WIAch K Hei
YyThb JIM HE Ha pacCTOssHME BHITAHYTOI pyku. U 3auem eii
HYXHoO 6bLU10, yTOOLI BUM apancg, cnacan cBoio xu3Hb? Kro
OH e, B KoHle KOHLOB? J/la HHKTO.

OHa noTtpsicna rojioBoi. 31o 6pU1a MBICB ApyTroit MoOHHH,
Ta 3a0pocwia €€, KaKk apkKaH. 91o 6bUla MbICAb MOHHHM H3
3epKana.

— Tw1 — 3710 9, — ckasana apyras MoHHH. — Tebe ot
MeHs He M36aBHTbCA, caMa 3Haclllb, — OHA YBEPEHHO KWB-
HyJa.

— V¥V MeHs ecTb npaBo Bbl6opa, — oTBeTWI1a MOHHH.

M neBouyka ewl€é Kpemye BLENMWIACh B 3epKasio, Clerka
MOBEPHYB €ro K cebe, XOTH eif 6bUI0 TaK CTpPAlIHO, YTO OHa
caMa He 3Hajia, CMOXET JIM BLIIONIHUTL 3aayMaHHoe. Hako-
Hell 3epKajlo TMOBEPHYJIOCh, Tenmepb B HEM OTpaxaloch €€
cobctBeHHoe nuuo. OHa Xpaana, Korga 3TO NPOM3OMIET,
KOra M3 3epKalbHOH NOBEPXHOCTH BO3HHMKHET BTOpasi WIH
TpeTbsi MoHHH. OfHaKo B 3epKajle OTpPaXajoch JIMUIbL €€
6neqHoOe JHLO B 0OpaMJIEHMH CITyTaHHBIX BOJIOC.

— A BuXYy cebs1, — TBEpOO cka3aja oHa. U npomoirkana
CMOTpETHb B 3epKajlo, caMa He 3Hasl, 4yero eu€ xouer. To iu
nosinieHus ellé ongHoii MOHHH, TO JIM TOr0O MOMEHTA, Koraa
€€ CXBAaTHUT Ta, ApyTas.

Ho Huyero He npomsouwio. B 3epkane oHa BHIEJIA JIHLIb
CBo€ sMuo. [leBoYKe NOKA3aioCch, YTO BpPEMsi OCTAHOBWIOCS.
HaxkoHeu e€ pyka ¢ sepkanom omycTiwiack. OHH BCe HCYE3IIH:
Apyrass MoHHH, apyroi bum.

263



Tlooganb Ha KoOJieHSIX cTosU1 BUM, KOTOpHIii BCTpeTWI €€
3nech. OH 3aKpbIBaAJI JIMLIO JIAJOHSMH, U OHA MIOHAYaTy pelliu-
Jla, YTO MaJbYHK TUIaYeT, OMHAKO KOIrZha OH MOHS IoJIOBY,
cli€3 He ObUl0 BUAHO. OH SBHO M3MEHWICH.

— 51 310 caenan, — MeWIEHHO nporoBopua oH. — S
6osblie He yoeralo. f... — g nan canaun! A cran apyrum.

— OnpHako MbI Bc€ ellé 3nech, — MOHHH BCTOMHWIA, KakK
Te, APYTHE, yrpoXanu, 4yTo MoHHH ¢ BUMOM ocTaHyTcs 3a€ech
HaBceraa.

Ho...

KomMHara uamenwiack. OroHs B oyare GoJibllie HE corpe-
BaJl UX CBOMM TEIUIOM, HcYe3na MeOellb, Ha MeCTe ABEPH U
OKOH 3MsUIM ObIphl. MOHHM NOCMOTpeJia Ha CBOH pyku. U
METENKA, U KYKJIa, U TMaJIoYykKa — BCE MCYE3NO.

— Mu1 BepHynuces. Ho...

MoHHHu noHs1a BrMa ¢ nonyciosa.

— Ml BepHy/IMCh 6e3 HX MOMOLM, — OBICTPO 3aBepilIWIA
OHa.

MaspuHK DIyOOKO B3IOXHYJ, OYATO BCXJIMITHYIIL.

— Twu1 yBepeHa?

— VYBepeHa, — TBEpHO cka3ana MoOHHH.

— M 9r10 Bcé 310 3HaYWI0? YTO 3TO GBLUIO?

MOHHH noKayajia roJIOBOM.

— He 3Halo.

Bum nmocMotpen Ha ce6s. Ha HéM Gonbllie He ObUIO TOM
rpy0oii omexabl, B KOTOpOif OH MPOCHYJICS Ha HU3KO# KpoBa-
TH, TOXe Hcue3HyBLIei. Terneph NoBepX MKaMbl HA HEM ObLT
XajaT, a Ha Horax — uDIEmaHubl. M He oyar ocpewian
KOMHaTy, CKBO3b OKHA U JIBepb BHYTPb NPOHHUKANH INEpPBblE
TYCKJIble JIydH paccBeTa. BuUIO oueHb, OYeHb XOJIOAHO.

MoHHH ToXe ObUla B HMMXaMe M B XajaTre, Kak 6yaro
TOJIBKO YTO BCTajia C MOcTeNH. Bojiochl y He€ cTanu Kopode,
YeM Tora, Koraa oHa OTKJIMKHY/IaCh Ha ero 30B H MOSABWIACh
B LICHTpe 3BE3/bl.

3Be3ga! OH nocMmorpesn Ha noia. Hu onHoro mopapka.

— Bcé ucuesno! — Ha cekynay bumy crano crpamrHo. Emy
TaK XOTeJIOCh CHOBa MoJepXaTh NoAapKH B PyKax, AaXe eCJIU
TMIOTOM CHOBa XIH OGefbl.
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— 3Halo, — oTBeTWwI1a MOHHH. — Mou Toxe Hcyesnu. H...
— OHa noiyobepHyJach M Tenepb CMOTpeja Ha oyar. —
3BE3NOYKH...

— Kaxmue 3B€3nouxku?

JleBouka yxasajla Ha MAacCHBHYI0O KAMHHHYIO JOCKY MOJI
ouyaroM: «Mx TaM ObLIO ceMb LUTYK».

— 3ra cTapyxa Bcé BpeMs Ha3biBajla MeHs Xo3a... — bum
MbITAICS BCIIOMHHTBh, YTO NMPOHCXOAMWIO IO NOSIBIEHHUS €ro
CTpalIHOIo ABOMHMKA.

— HHTepecHOo, YTO OHA Bsi3ajla, — MeIJIEHHO NpPOroBOpH-
na MoHHH. — CTOJIBKO pa3HOLBETHBIX HHUTOK...

— OHa roBopuia TakuMe CTpPaHHble BELH, — OTO3BAICS
Bum. — IloinéM, s xouy noMoil. 3aech O4Y€Hb XOJIOAHO...

MOoHHH MeJIEHHO HanpaBWIach K IBepH, Kak OyarTo eit He
XOTEJNIOCh YXOOWTh, M HAINOCJEAOK €€ pa3 MocMoTpesa Ha
ONYCTEeBUIUIA XOJOAHBINA OYar.

— MeTénka u najioyka, — MpoOroBOpWia OHa, — 3epKajlo
M 3Be3[a.

BuM ycraBwics Ha Hee.

— YT0 310 3HAYMT?

— He 3Halo, 3T cjl0Ba MOCTOSAHHO KPYTWIHCh Y MEHSI B
rojiobe, — oTBeTwia MoHHH. — 3Haelllb, MHe OBl XOTENOCHh
y3HaTh 0 Heil noGonbiue. 1 MMel0 B BUOY CTapyxy.

— A MHe — HeT, — pe3ko oTBeTwn bum. — [louun!
CMOTpH, yXe MOYTH YTpo. JloJKHO OBbITh, MBI 31€Ch TPOGBLLIH
BCIO HOYb, — OH yXe€ BbIllleJI Ha yauly. — HyxHo moroparn-
JIUBaTLCS, MOKA HAaC HUKTO HE yBHIEN.

MoHHH ycTpeMWwiach 3a HUM. OHH NPOHECIHUCH MO YIHLE
M oKa3aJIMCh Ha mycThipe. HaBepHoe, ObUIO €l1li€ o4eHb paHo,
noaymasa Mouuu. PoHapy Ha yaHLIaX MPOJOJDKAIM TOPETh,
HOYHBIE TEHH elI€ He MCYE3TTH.

Ho nourtoBslii gmMk Obu1 Xopoiwio BuaeH. Kak oHa ero
YCTAaHOBWIA, TaK OH M CTosUL. JlaxXe B TaKOM HEBEPHOM CBETE
MOXHO 6BUIO mpodecTb MX UMeHa. H...

®naxoK 6bU1 NogHAT!

— BuM, — H30 Bcex cHMJI 3aKpHM4ajia oHa. buM oGepHycs.
MoHHHM yKa3ana eMy Ha MOYTOBBII SILIHUK.

— Tam uTO-TO ecTh!
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OH oTHpsHyN, KaK OyATO NMOYTOBBIM SILUMK caM Mo cebe
MpeACTaB/IsLl YTpo3y, NOTOM OCTAaHOBWICSA. MOHHH 3aMeTWia
y Hero To caMoe BhIpaXeHHe JIMLa — TaK OH BbIIVISIAE), KOraa
XIaJl, 4To ABEPb BOT-BOT OTKPOETCS.

— He xo4y, — Ka3ajoch, OH pa3MBILUISET BCAYX, — HO
TeM He MEHee...

MenneHHo, ar 3a miaroM, Kak OyaTo ero TaliMid IpoTUB
BOJIM, BUM mnpHOMIKaicd K NMOYTOBOMY SIUMKY. A MOHHH
yXe OmycTWIach paoM Ha KojieHH. Ei#f Tak xorenoch nors-
HYTb 3a KpPBILIKY, H B TO € BpeMsi OHa 0os1ach MocieACTBUMH.
Benp 3mech Xe ObUIO ceMb 3BE3104€EK, a Tenepb... Kak oHa HU
BIVISAbIBAJIACh, €if He yaajloch 0OHApYyXTh HU ogHoM. Tonbko
ux nMeHa — MonHM Purrc 1 buM Pocc — Bcé Tak Xe
HaluapanaHbl Ha KpBILIKE.

CeMb 3BE3[0YEK, a OHU TMOJYYHIH BCEIO LIECTh MTOAAPKOB.
Ecan nx xnan cenbMoii, KoMy OH npegHasHadayicsi, MoOHHM
wii bumy? OHa 6bUla yBepeHa, YTO BHYTPH YTO-TO JIEXHT.

— Tak yero Th xnéus? OTKpbiBaii! — nmoTpeGoBan BuM.

JleBouka MOTSHY/Aa KPBILIKY, HO Ta HE MOAAABAJIACh.

— He oTxpriBaercsa!

— Ilyctn! — buM BcTan Ha KOJIeHHM psiioM c Heil. U kax
TOJIBKO M €ro pykKa KOCHYJIaCh KpBIIIKH, TOYTOBBIA SILIHMK
OTKpBUICSA. BHYTpH JieXallo He MUCbMO, a OOJNIbLIOH CBEPTOK.
M oH He 6bUT ymakoBaH B JIWIOBYIO OyMary, KaKk oObIYHO, a
60Jibllle TIOXOAMI HAa HEOPEXHO CBEPHYTOE BSi3aHbe, B KOTO-
poe 3aBEPHYTO YTO-TO pa3MepPOM C MX ABa Kyjaka.

MoHHH NpoOTAHYNA pyKy U cxBaTWwia cBéproK. Korma oHa
BBITAIMWIA €ro Ha CBET OOXHIA, BA3AHbE Pa3BEPHYJIOCh H
yIiajio Ha 3eMJII0. A IOTOM pa3HOLIBETHAs LIEPCTh — €CJIM 3TO
ObUIa 1IEepCTh — pacchinajiach B Mpax, Hcyessia KaK NMpoluUIo-
TOOHSAS JIUCTBA.

A y MoOHHHM B pyKax ocTajicsl LlIap, OOHAaKo KOrga oHa
NOJHSAJIA €ro IOBbIllle, YTOOBI JIy4llle pPacCMOTpEThb, LIap
PacKoJioJics Ha ABe MOJOBHHKH. B xaxnoi nonoBuHKe, noj
Npo3payHbIM CTEKIAHHBIM KYIIOJIOM HAXOAWICSH MaJleHbKHi
noMHK. OH OTIM4aJIcs OT CTaporo JOMa 3a ObIBLIMM Maras3H-
HOM, HO Toxe ObUt M3 KaMHS1. 1 B HEM ObUIO YTO-TO OYEHB
3HaKOMoe.
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Y neBoYKM nepexBaTWIO AbixaHMe. Kak oHa Moria He
y3HaTh 3TOT JOMHMK — 3TH AOMMKH, NOTOMY YTO BO BTOpOM
MOJIOBMHE 11apa GbUT TOYHO TAKOH Xe

3710 OBUT TOT CaMblii IOM, 0 KOTOPOM OHa MeyTasa 6ecCoH-
HBIMH HOYaMH, KOrfia €if TaK XOTeJOoCh MMETh CBOM YTOJ.
Takas Xe ocTpoBepxas Kpblllla, KaK B TO# cTapoil KHUXKe ¢
KapTHHKAMHM, KPYTJIOE€ OKOLIKO-TJIa30K Hajl ABEPbIO. 310 ObLI
e€ nom!

IpuxuMas K cebe cBOIO MOJIOBHHY lllapa, OHa NMPOTSAHYJNa
propylo bumy.

— JloMuK, — yaHMBIEHHO TNpoGopMoTan oH. — U yto B
HEM Takoro ocobeHHoro?

— BTO TOT caMblii IOM, — HETEPNENHUBO, KAaK B NpeXHHUe
BpeMeHa oTBeTHna MoHHHM. — JIOM, KOTOpBIH 1 Xo4y —
xorena! IlocMoTpH, 3mech Aaxe IMa3oK ectb B ABepd! U
GonplINEe CTYNIEHbKH Tepel BXoAoM!

KoHeuHo xe, BUM He NOHsUI, O KAKOM AOME MIET peyb. [a
MOX0OXe, OH e€ yXe W He clylluaj, pas3risigbiBas JOMHK CO
BCEX CTOPOH.

— Tb1 3Haew b, OH Takoi XopomeHbKui. [locMoTpH, Ka-
KHe OKHa, M... HaJIo Xe, TaKoil MaJIeHbKHii, a BHIIJISSAUT KaK
Hactosuuii. U xak uM 310 ymanocs?

— He 3Hal0, HO OH TBO#. ¥ MEeHs TOYHO TAaKOH Xe.

— Oii! — MoHHH Bc€ ellé paccMaTpuBaja JOMHUK, a bum
yKa3bIBaJl KyAa-To pykoi. JleBouka obepHynace. — Jid, noc-
MOTPH, 4YTO CIYYWIOCh C MOYTOBBIM SILLIMKOM!

MoHHH nocMoTpena. MK ynaji Ha 3eM/IlI0, OH BecCh
npopxaBesi, cOOKy 3WsUia Obipa, KpBIIIKA HCYe3la, a OT
dnaxka ocranach JMUIb NMOTHYTasA HOXXKA.

— bonplie UM HHKTO HEe CMOXET BOCIOJb30BaThCS, —
neyajibHO cka3ajla MOHHH.

— Ha yx. IloitnéM! I[lopa yHOCHMTb HOTM — MEHS NMPOCTO
XyTb GepéeT!

VYnaya 6bu1a Ha UX cropoHe. HUKTO He 3aMeTwI, KaKk OHH
NPOCKOJIb3HYJIM B KBapTHpy. V3 cnanbHu JIXXOHCOHOB HOHO-
CHJIHCh Kakue-To 3BYyKH. CeroaHs Belb BOCKpecCeHbe,
BcioMHWIa MoHHu. Crena 6yaeT cnath JOMO3HAa, HO MHUC-
cuc JIxoHCOH OymeT XmaTh, IMOKa OHH He cobepyrcs B
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BOCKPECHYIO LIKOJTy. BUM ToXe BCIIOMHHJI NMPO BOCKPECHYIO
LIKOJIy M IOPKHYJ B CBOIO KOMHaTy. © MOHHH oTnpaBWIach
K cebe, crapasich He pa3boyauts Crery.

CnpsTaB CBOIO NMOJOBHHKY liapa ¢ MaJeHbKUM JOMHKOM
BHYTPH B caMo¥i INTyOHHE ONHOTO M3 SILIUKOB KOMOJa — 3TOT
SILUK ObUT OTIAH B €€ pacnopsDkeHHe, — MOHHM momnbiTa-
Jlachb NMPUMOMHUTb HOYHble NMPUKIIOYEHHA. MHoOroe Tenepn
Ka3anoch cHOM. Ho npyryio MoHHM M Bce Te oOAHYbA,
KOTophle Ta MpUHMMaya, MOHHHM HMKoria He 3abymer. Ecau
OHa He OyIeT clieauThb 3a cO00M, Ta MOXET MOSBUTLCA BHOBbD.
Merénka, KyKia, 3epKajlo — KaXAblif U3 MOJAPKOB €€ YeMy-
TO Hay4YWwl, H 3a0BIBaTh 3TOTO HENb3d.

A BbuM cTosin y okHa, pasrisabiBas MaJIEHbKMH JOMHK Y
cebsi Ha nagoHH. Yem Oorblle OH Ha HEro CMOTpeEN, TeM
GoJibllie €My XOTeJIOCh Obl YBHAETb TOYHO TaKOM Xe, TOJIbKO
HacTtoswuMii. MHTepecHO, He HCYE3HET JIM 3TOT MOAAPOK, KaK
yXe HCYe3NH Majoyka, cBedya M 3Be3na? OH Hajaesicd, 4TO
HeT. BUM nepecéx KOMHATy M MOJOLUEN K 3epKaly.

HakoHell-TO OH CMOTpeJ1 Ha caMoro ce6s, a He Ha CBOEro
JOBOMHMKA — WIHM Xe JBOHHHUKOB, XOTs, NMoxaiayii, buM He
yAMBWICS Obl, yBHIEB KOro-HHOGyOb M3 HHMX B 3epkKaje. Ot
TOrO, YTO CHAMT BHYTpH Tebsl, He yoexuiub. OcTaéTcs JHIIb
NMOCMOTPETh NpaBAe B Ma3a. BUM KMBHYn cBoeMy oTpaxe-
HHIO.

3a 3aBTpakoM U MoHHH, H BHM 6BUIH NOTIJIOLIEHBI CBOUMH
MbICIAIMH. MHuccuc JIXOHCOH ToxXe ObUla Ha YyOHBIECHHE
MoyanuBa. BHe3amHo oHa mnoaHsiia ronomy. Iloxoxe, eif
HYXHO 6bUIO YTO-TO MM COOOILUMTH, H OHAa pellWwia, YTo 3TO
MOXHO caenaTh ceryac.

— 3HaeTe, ocTaBaiTech CErOAHSA IOMa M HUKYyJa He XOOHU-
Te. Koe-4To JOIKHO CIyYHTbCSl, 3TO Bac OOOMX Kacaercs.

BuM noaHs1 rosIoBy M 3aMep ¢ JIOXKOi B pyke. Tak oH U
3HaJl, TaK OH H 3HaJ!

MoHHH Momya cMoTpesna Ha MHccHc JIxoHcoH. Eif 6wl
JaBHO TOpa MPUBBIKHYTb K NMOXOOHBIM BelllaM, HO BCE HHKAaK
He yHaBaIOCh.

— V¥ HHX TaM Temepbh HOBas MporpaMma, — TOPOIUIMBO
npoposoxaia MUccrc JIXOHCOH. — 3aMeyaTesibHasi BO3MOX-
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HOCTb U1 Bac 000OHMX. JTO M JIOM, H HIKOJIa — BCE BMECTe —
H BCE TOJMBKO HayuHaeTcsa. Mucc Banacko ¢ Mmucc Puaep
CYMTAIOT, YTO BaM OOOMM O4Y€Hb NOHPaBUTCH.

BuM XeBasl OBCAHYIO Kallly, HO BKyca He oMiywian. Emé
OIMH nepee3n. MOHHHM OTOABHHY/IA OT cebsl TapesiKy, ecThb el
pacxotenock. Kakag yx TyT ena.

— Bam TaM JOIXHO NMOHpaBUTbCS, — MHUCCHC J[XXKOHCOH
roBopwia Bc€ ObicTpee M ObicTpee, — 3TO CTapblii AOM
Benupos, Ha ynuue JleoHap. Ceifyac yBUaAHTe! — OHa BCTala
U3-3a CToJIa, MpHHECJHa KaKylo-To 6yMary M mojoXwia Ha
cToJ1, YTO6bI OHM 06a cMOMIH pasrnsneTh pororpadpuio JoMa.
— D70 Nno-HacTtosileMy cTapbiii foM. [ToMuHu1Ib, MOHHH, ThI
HEaBHO CIpalllMBajia, CKOJILKO JieT yauue BeHupos? Benn-
pbl — OHH MEPBLIMH 3ieCh 060CHOBATUChL. OHM XWIH IIe-To
3nech, a NOTOM IepeeXald U TOCTPOWIH cebe OGonbiuoi
HOBBIMi IOM. DTO HE MHOTOKBapTHPHBIH AOM, — MMCCHC
JIXOHCOH roBopmwia Bcé€ Gonee yOGeAMTEIbBHO, — H s 3HAIO,
YTO BaM TaM NMOHPABHTCA. DTO 3aMeyYaTe/IbHass BO3MOXHOCTb
s Bac o6oux. Bac OyaeT Bcero nsrepo — coBceM Kak CeMbS.
BaMm noHpaBHTCA... — MHCCHC JIXOHCOH yMonkiaa. MoxHo
noayMaTh, OHa Hac NOeHCTBUTENIbBHO YTOBapHBaeT, cKa3zaja
cebe MOHHH. A TOTOM OHa MOBHHUMAaTe/IbHEE NMOCMOTpeJia Ha
doTtorpadmuio.

HomM! B1o 6bU1 TOT cambiii qom! Heyxenn BuM Huyero He
3aMeT1? OHM OyAyT XHTh B TOM CaMOM JoMe!

buM HaxMypwicsl, HAKJIOHWICS BIEPEN M YKPaaKOil B3IIs-
Hyn Ha MoHHH. OHa ejle 3aMETHO KHMHYJIa IoJIOBOM, HO
MJIBYHK BCE TMOHSLI.

— WM xak gonro Mel Tam OyneM XuTb? — HeNOBEPYHMBO
CIIPOCHJI OH.

— INoka He cTaHeTe B3pOCJBIMH, — C TOTOBHOCTbIO OTBE-
THWIA MHCCHC [IXOHCOH, KaK OyATO BOMNpPOCHI €€ TOJBbKO
pamoBaJiM, Mo KpaiiHeil Mepe, NMOJOOHbIE BOMPOCHI.

— KW OGonblne HUKaKMX nepee3noB? — MOHHH XoTeja
3HaTb HaBEpHSKA.

— Hukaxnx, — noareBepania Muccuc JIXoHCOH. — Buaou-
T¢, KaK XOpoulo Bc€ cKiaaabiBaeTcsi. Mbl He 3HaiM, 4YTO
Aenatb. Ham coBceM He XOTeNnoch paccTaBaTbCH C BAMM — C
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BaMH O0OMMHM — HO HaM c JIOM NpHAETCS yexaTb Ha 10T, K
6paty Dna — oH 3a6onesn. Cresula Xo4eT ocTaTbes 31€Ch, OHA
cobHpaeTcst XUTh co cBoeii noapyroii Mapraper. S neiicTBu-
TEJIbHO He 3Hal0, YTO MOXHO OBbUIO CAE/IAaTh B TAKOM CUTyaLlMH.
A 3TOT BapHaHT BO3HHMK TaK BOBpeMs, — OHa yKa3aja Ha
dororpacduio Ha crole.

— Tak BoBpeMsi, — npob6opMoTasia MoHHH. OHa cropana
OT HETEPINEHMS U JIHLIb ¢ OONBIIMM TPYIOM 3acTaBislia cebs
CHIETb CNOKOMHO. OHa XOTeNa NocKopee YBUIETb 3TOT AOM,
eil mpocto HeobxommMo ObuUIO0 ero yBuaeTh! MHTEepecHo, a
BHYTPH OH TOXe OyIeT TaKHUM, KaK OHa cebe mpencrabisuia?
HHave u ObITh HEe MoXeT!

buM npornoTwi euw€ omHy JIOXKY OBCSIHKHU. YexaTb, Ha-
YaThb BC€ CHayala, U30ABUTLCA HAKOHell OT HEHABHCTHBIX
IBOMHHUKOB. OH BUIeJ, KaK B3BoJJHOBaHa MoHHM. [Toxanyi,
OH ToXe ObU1 B3BOJIHOBaH — 4yTb-4yTb. Her, bum, xBatut
BpaTb — OH ObL1 B3BOJIHOBaH NO-HAacTOsLIEMY!

J10 OLUIO ceabMOe M, TOXOXeE, caMoe Jydlllee YyRo!



BOJIINIEBHBIN
TOM



— Kanak, xanak, nocom e 3emaro KpaK!*

Jloppu Mannapn npu6aBuna Xopy, crapasich He OIVISIIbI-
BaThCs MO CTOpoHaM. bexaTb oHa BoBce He cobupasnack, HO
M 3aTKHYTh UM PTHI TOoXe He Moria. Emé uenbix 1Ba KBapTa-
na, a npHcTtpousliMecs c3aam JIxummu Ilapsuc, C'rau
BopMmucku 1 Po6 JlokHep He oTcTalor.

— Kanax!..

B Hocy 3alexkorano, Ho wiakaThk Jloppu He co6upanacs —
HH 3a yTto! U yberath OT HUX TOoXe — YTOOBI OHH He Gexanu
3a Hell OO caMOro AoMa. 3TM MalbYHIIKM — YXAacHBIE,
37106HbIe ManTbyHIIKYU! [Isu1ATCsA, NMOACMEMBAIOTCA U LIEMYYT-
cA 3a TBOeii CIIMHOM B KJlacce, HOPOBAT JEPHYTh 32 BOJIOCHI
WIH BBIPBaTh M3 PYK CYMKY C KHHUTAaMH WIH TallaTcs CJEOAOM,
pacneBasi 3Ty YXacCHYIO0 OTBpPAaTHUTENbHYIO Opa3sHWIKY. Eiué
LleJIbIX JBa KBapTaJja...

IIpaBga, MOXHO cpe3aTh YTOJ MMMO AOMa KOJIAYHBH.

Jloppu cxocuna ra3a, Kak pa3 HacCTOJIbKO, YTOOb!I YBHAETH
ajUielo, BeAyllyl0 MHMO 3TOro CTpaHHoro aoma. [ycThle,
6yiiHO pa3poclMecs AepeBbs HABUCAIH Hal pXaBbIMH IPYThb-
sIMH CcTapoi orpaabl. 310 OBUIO IOXOXE Ha MXYHIJIM C
KAPTHHKH M3 Y4eOHHKA MO COLIMOJIOTHH, TOJILKO ObJIeTeBLINE
nocine 6ypu.

Counonorusa! Jloppn noMopirunacek. Jloma, B Kanane, B
wkoJyie Mucc JIorad, y HUX He 6bUI0O HUKAKO#M «COIHOIOTHH».
N Manpumiiex Toxe. Y HHMX Oblla HMCTOPHS, M HCTOPHIO
JloppH yumna xopollo. A ceifyac 0Ka3ajloch, YTO OHa y4ywia
Bpolle KaK M He Ty HUcTopHIo. 1 BooOllle OHa Kakasi-TO He
Takasi. Ecau 6b1 ToNbKO 6Gabyllike mocie omepalndH He NpH-
LIJIOCh yexaTb B AHIVIMIO, YTOOBI 3a Hell NPHUCMOTpPENH e€
IpY3bA...

— Kanaxk!

Jloppu ceepHyna B 3Ty awielo. Haa MakylnkaMu JepeBbeB
cTajla BUAHA Kphblla JoMa KOJnyHbH. UHTepecHo, momymana
JloppH, HeyXelH 3TO NPOCTO OOLIKHOBEHHBIH CTaphIii cal C
OQHMYaBIIMMH HEYXOXEeHHBIMH HNepeBbsMH? Ha amneio BbIxo-

* Canuck — kaHak (aHr.) — mpo3Bume KaHamieB B CIIIA.
(mpuMm. pen.)
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JWIM BOpOTa, HO OHM OBUIM 3amepThl Ha LENb, TAKYIO Xe
CTapyl0 M pXaBylo, KaK M caMa orpaaa. Bopora, HaBepHoe,
JaBHbIM-IaBHO He OTKpPBIBAJIH. [la M 3a4eM KOJNAYHbE HYXHEI
Bopota? OHa MpOCTO NPOJIETUT Hal OTpaloi Ha CBOEM IIO-
MmeJie.

— Kamnak!..

Jloppn mnokpemde mnpuXajga K cebe CYMKy ¢ KHHIaMH,
YHpPsIMO CXaJia I'yObl M e1l€ Bhllle 3afpajla MaJieHbKHIi KypHO-
celii Hocuk. Ilo cpaBHenmio ¢ JIxumMmu, Ct3HoM H PoboMm
laxe BeJbMa 3a 3anepThIMM BOPOTAMH MOXET IOKAa3aThCH
uBeTouykoM. OHa 3aMelUTWIA 1ar.

Bce — M neBYOHKM, H MAIBYMIIKM — NOGAHMBAIMCH WIH
TOBOPWIH, 4YTO 6osATCsA 3TOro NoMa. JloppH He pa3s cibllana,
KaK OHM TIOJHAYMBAIOT IPYT ApYTa Nepesie3Th Yepe3 orpaay M
nocTyyath B napaaHywoo aBepb. Ho HuKTO, paxe Ixummu
IlapBuc, HM pa3y He cAenan 3Toro.

CnpaBa, No ApPYTYI0 CTOPOHY aJUIEH, CTOSUI OOMMK H3
KPacHOIo KHpIH4Ya, OKHAa C JaBHO pa3OMTHIMH CTeK/IaMH
6bUTH Kpenko 3aKoJioueHbl. PaHbllle TaM pa3Melajlach KO-
HIOLIHA, TaM JEpXalH Jiollaaeid U KOJSCKHU. A ell€ najblue
HaYMHaJIaCh aBTOCTOSIHKA JoMa, rae xwia Jloppu. Ha crosH-
K€ B 3TO BpeMs OHS ObUIO COBCEM ITYCTO — OT CWIbI Ilapa
MallMH.

Brooxnb ansien AYHYN BETEpOK, 3allypluali, 3aBepTesl OnaB-
1weit 1ucTBOii. B cany 3a orpanoit NouTH Bce AepeBbs M KYCThI
yXe oOJieTeNH, HO JaXe CKBO3b Iojible BETKH TPYAHO ObUIO
PaccMOTpPETh IOM — TaK IycTO 3apoC y4acTOK.

Boo6ie-to Jloppu He Bepuna, YTO B 3TOM JOME€ XMBET
KOJIIYHbSl, WIM YTO IO HOYaM TaM CTOHYT NPHUBUIEHUS —
Katu JlokHep Kisnace, YTo 310 YHCTas npapaa. Téta Mapra-
pPeT roBOpWIa, YTO 3TO NMPOCTO CTaphlii AOM, He NOXOXHH Ha
Te OoMa, 4To cTposit ceiyac. A JloM-BocbMHCTEHOK ero
30BYyT, IOTOMY YTO Yy HEro H B CaMOM Jejie BoceMb CTEH.
XKuBér TaM crapas JieqH, KOTOPO#H YyXe TPYAHO XOXMTb,
NIO3TOMY OHa H He NOKA3bIBaeTCs HapyXy.

JloppHu nepebpocuia CyMKY ¢ KHMTAaMH B JPYTYIO PYKY H
nofouUia K 3anepThiM BopoTaM. Jla, HECOMHEHHO, 1OM ObLI
crpaHHbIii. HaGpaBlIMCh CMEJIOCTH, OHa IIPOCYHYNAa PYKY
MeXy NMpYyTbeB, OCTABIsAS Ha BETPOBKE pXaBhle NOJIOCKH, U
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OTOABHHY/IA B CTOPOHY BETKH, YTOOBI paccMOTpeTb AOM IO-
ay4ywie. CoBceM HH Ha YTO He moxoxwuii. Jloppn pasrisinena
KPBUIBLIO, IBEPD, H CTEHY C OYEHBb BBICOKUMH, 3a0CTPEHHBIMH
KBEPXY OKHAMH — H PELIWIACh.

XoTsi €€ HHKTO M He mNoaOMBai 3ane3Thb BHYTPb, OHa
HUYYTh He TpycauBeil ocTanbHBIX. OHa OCOMIET Kpyrom
BCEro IoMa KOJAYHBH, H BCE-BCE TaM pasrnanur. [lepen tem,
KaK ABHHYTbCA Oanblie, JIoppH nojioXwia CyMKY Ha 3eMITIO U
nornpoboBajyia CTepeTh pXaBYMHY C pyKaBa. AjUiesi BCKOpe
KOHYWIACh, HO BMECTO TOTO, YTOGBI MOBEPHYTH Ha Ior, Jloppu
noBepHysja no 3m CTpUT Ha ceBep, YTOOB MPOWTH MHMMO
nepeaHero Kpsuiblia Jloma-BocbMHCTEHKA.

C 3T0¥i CTOPOHBI 3apOCUIMii call 0OKa3aJCcsl BOBCE HE TaKUM
TYCTBIM, KakK B ajUtee. B kycTtax Haiéncs npoceet, U Jloppu
OCTaHOBMWJIACh O B3moXOM ynumieHusi. [locnenHuii pas oHa
Tpoxoawia 3lech BMecTe ¢ TETeil Mapraper, wiH, BepHee
CKa3aTh, MBITAJIACh YTHATHCS 32 TOPOMUBLIEHCH TETEH, KOTO-
pas Bcerma o6roHsyila e€ Ha 1ar, a To ¥ Ha ABa. OHa
TOJILKO-TOJIBKO NpHexaia B DIUTOH, C BETOK €€ He YCNeau
o06JeTeTh JIMCThS, M TOTAA OHA HE 3aMeTWIa OJIeHs, 6OJIBLIOTO
OJIeHSs, TIOYTH KaK HACTOSILIEro, TOJIbKO He KOPHUYHEBOIo, a
YEPHOTO C 3eJIeHbI0, 6yATO 06pocIIero MxoM.

Jloppu npuxanack K orpane. OneHb CTOSU1 Ha OOJIBLIOM
KaMEHHOM TbefecTtalle Ha ¢oHe KAMEHHOM CTEHBI, KAMHH
KOTOpPOM TOXe 06pOC/IN 3eJIEHBIM MXOM. A 3a CTEHOI BO3BBI-
wancs AoM. JIoM ¢ BBICOKMMH OKHAMH, 3aKPBITBIMM CTABHSIMH.
B cany Xxe nexan TONCTHIH C/IOH OMAaBIUIMX JIMCTHEB, CJIOBHO
3liech HUKTO He crpefaj UX B Ky4M, YTOO CXedb.

Jloppu npukycuna ry6y... bosbliie Ky4d ropsinux JHCTb-
€B M TaKoW CJaBHBIH 3amax ObiMa... OOHAXABI POXUTENHN
TMOJIOXWIM B Xap TPH OoJblIMX KapToWIHMHBI. CHapyXu OHH
BCe NMOYEpHENIU U OOYDIWINCh, X pa3JjiaMbIBATM U €JIH, YyTh
noconuB. M Genoyky BRIMpAIIWBATH Y HUX KYCOYKH.

Torna oHa 6bU1a elI€ cOBceM MaJIEHBKOM. DT0... 310 6BLIO
NnsSTh — HET, LecTh JeT Ha3an. Ho oHa nNoMHHUT 3TO, XOTH
ceigac ¥ xorena 6wl 3a6brTh. Ceiyac, Korga oHa XHBET B
MecTe, Ie He XIYT JIMCThbsl, He [eNaloT BooOlme HHYEro
noxo6Horo, — a caMy e€ 0G3bIBAIOT 3THM HAHOTCKMM CJIO-
BEYKOM «KaHaK».
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Jloppy omycTmia X HOraM CYMKY M B3sJlach 3a TPYThs
napanaHbix BopoT. llenu 3neck He 6bUIO0, HO BOPOTa, KOHEYHO
Xe, Toxe ObUIM 3aKpbiThl. 1 3TH JHCTDBA...

Bo nBope mikosbl Mucc Jloran crosin 6osbinoi ny6. U onn
coOHpaJii BOKPYT XENYIH, CTapasiCh HAWTH caMblil OOJIBLIONM.
Jloppu HM pa3y He NOBe3JI0, a BOT AHHA, €€ JIy4liasi NoApyTa,
B NpPOLUIOM roAy noaobpaia NpsiIMO THFAHT — pa3sMepoM
noyTtH ¢ 6obiuoi naneu Jloppu. Illxosna mucc Jloran, AHHa...
Y Jloppu cHOBa 3allieKOTajI0 B HOCY.

3aech, B DITOHE, Y He€ BCE MOLUIO HamepeKocsK. Moxer
6bITh, eci 6b1 OHa He oMo3aajla K Hadally 3aHsITHi... A Tak
BCe yXe ycrelu 063aBecTHCh APY3bsIMH M OHA OCTAIaCh OJJHA.
Het, nmpocTo oHa Kakasg-To He TaKas, OHa «KaHaK» — pa3Be
HeT?

HenpHITHOCTH HaYaaHCh ¢ KOHTPOJIBHOM pabGoTsl B Mpo-
uutoM Mecse. Y Muccuc PaliMmoHm Obul rpunm, U eé
noAMeHsUIa Apyras yuuteabHuna. M oHa Bcerma 6buia Takas
cTporasi ¥ eakasi, koraa Jloppn He cpa3y moHHMaJa BOIpPOC.
Jloppn Xe He BMHOBaTa, YTO mpHexana u3 KaHanbl, rae ux
YYWIH COBCEM HE TOMY, YTO MPOXOAAT 34ech? B iKone Mucc
JloraH y Heé Bcerga ObUTH OTJAMYHBIE OTMETKM M 06abyluka
Maynapn ropawnachk 3THM. A Korga 0aGyllKy yBe3nH Ha
omnepanuio, JIoppu BeAb BOBCe He HaANpalINBaJach IpHEXaTh
B DIITOH M XWUThb BMecTe ¢ TETeidi Mapraper JIXxepcoH,
KOTopas Bech JieHb 3aHATa Ha paboTe. 3aech 0Ka3ajloch, YTo
TOYTH BCE, YyeMy e€ y4uwiH y Mucc JloraH, — HemnpaBWIBHO.
Korna ona B nepBbIii pa3 oTBeyasa y JOCKM M cka3ana: «J/la,
MHccuc P3itMOHI» U caenana peBepaHc, Bech Kiacc, Bce IO
ONHOIO, B30PBAJICA OT XOXOTa. A IOTOM, Ha NepeMeHe, Bce
3TH 3/100Hble MaJIBYMIIKK MPHCENATH M NepelpasHUBAIH €€:
«[da, M3-3M, HeT, M3-3M!» ¥ Mucc JloraH BooOlue He 6bUTO
3THX YXaCHBIX MaJb4yHilek!

K ToMy Xxe Jloppu He Bcerna moHumana, o 4€M Ooartaior
KaTH 1 Bce ocTtanbHble AeBOYKH. Muccuc P3iiMOHA oqHaX b
Jaxe 3aMeTwia, yto Jloppu Hago OBl OCTaBUTb Ha BTOPOH
rofl, NIOTOMY YTO OHa MelJIeHHO coobpaxaeT. Ha BTopoii rox
— M TOJIBKO HOTOMY, YTO Y HHX 37ech ApyTrHe ypoku!

A 3areM JIxummu IlapBuc mpuayMman 3Ty OpasHWIKY, H
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OHH MOCTOSHHO pacneBaId e€ mo myTH AoMoi. Jloppu He
mo6uia Bo3BpalllaThcsl AOMOH, koraa T€Tss Mapraper ew€ He
NnpHiUIa, NOTOMY 4YTO MHccHC JIOKHEp MOCTOSIHHO TBepAWia,
YTO eii HeJib3s1 OCTaBaThCs OAHON B KBapTHpe, — IMYCTh CUIMUT
y JlokHepoB.

Jloppu Heckonabko pa3 MoprHyiaa. OneHb Hayan ObuUTO
PAaCIUILIBAaThCS, @ Ternepb CHOBA BBIMISIACN KPENKMM M CHJIb-
HpIM. Kak 6Bl eif XoTenoch paccMoTpeTh ero nobtmmke. 3a
OAMH poOr 3allenwicsd OONbIIOH JHKCT, pa3BeBaBLIMIiCA MO
BETPY, KaK MajleHbKui ¢nar. Jloppu yabibHynacs — 310 6bL10
3a6aBHO, OJICHb ObUI TAKUM OONBLIMM, TOPABIM H Aaxe CTpo-
MM, a TpeNbIXaBLIMIiCS BBEpX-BHHU3 JINCTOK CJIOBHO CMESUICS
Haa HUM.

JloppH TOHpaBWICSA 3TOT AOM, HECMOTpS Ha MpayHbie
3apoc/iM, Ha HeyOpaHHBbIE JINCThsSl B cally, HECMOTpsI Ha 3a-
KpPBITbIe CTaBHH. JIOM KOJIAYHbH OKA3QJICSI BOBCE HE CTPALLIHbIM
MECTOM.

A MoXeT ObITb, CYILIECTBYIOT ABa pa3HbIX BHAA KOJAY-
Hui? OfpHH — 37ble M CTpallHble, a Jpyrue — Bpoae
KpéctHoil 3onymku. To Obula KpécTHas-dest, 1 OHa Aenana
TOJIBKO Xopollee, a He mioxoe. Kak Obl ceituac Jloppu
npMroawiach KpécTHasi-ges, 4To6bl TNpeBpaTUTh JIXHUMMH
IlapBHuca B yT€HKa.

Jloppu niprIcHyIa, Harn6asich 3a cyMKoif. OHa npeacTaBu-
na cebe Ixummu IlapBuca, MOKPHITOTO XENTHIMH TNEPbAMH,
NepeBAIMBAIOLIETOCS Ha XEJITHIX NMePENOHYaThIX Jlanax — Aa,
OHa B NEPBYIO o4Yepelb BCIOMHWIA Obl 0 HEM, eciu ObI BAPYT
des — wim nobpas KoaayHbss — npemioxwia Jloppu Tpu
xenaHus. Torma Obl M MOCMOTpesiH, KTO OymeTr HocoM B
3eMmi0 Kpak. OgHako nopa aoMoii. OHa pelnwia coBpaTh
MHccHc JlokHep, YyTO eii MHOTO 3amanM Ha AoM. Moxer, Ta
OCTaBMT €€ B NOKOe JOMa y TETH MapraperT.

U nogumHssICh KaKOMy-TO BHYTpeHHeMy MMIyJbcy, Jlop-
PHM Ha TpolllaHbe HEOXHIAHHO NMoMaxaja pyKoil ojieHo. B
3TOT MOMEHT BeTep NOAHATYXWICA M COpBaI-Taku ¢iar-
JIMICTHK C pora, NMepeHEC ero 3a orpagy M OIMyCTWI y HOTr
Jloppu. Cama He 3Hasl, 3a4eM, J€BOYKA MOAHSIA MOTPENAH-
HBIY JICTOK M CIpSATajia €ro B KApMaH BETPOBKH.

A 3ateM 3awnarana nomoii. Ho exBa ycnes moift no auiew,
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OHa ycJibIliajla TOHKHH NUcK. YTo-TO B 3TOM 3ByKe OCTaHO-
BHJIO €€.

— OH T1yzna 3ane3! Boironu ero, CT3H, BHITOHH €10 OTTYAA,
s1 TOBRJIO!

IxumMMu [lapBuc cKplodmics Ha KOJIEHSIX Nepel KYcTOM
PAOOM co cTapoii KoHlolHei. CT3H BopMHcKH, ero BepHBIi
nocJieloBaTeNb U NMOAMNEBAa, YTO-TO BHIKOBBIPHBAJ JJTHHHOM
BETKOM C Ipyroif cTopoHHl KycTa. Po6 JlokHep cTosii psaoM.
CraH ¥ JIxuMMH ObUTH BO3OYXIEHBI, 2 OH NMOYEMY-TO XMY-
pHiIcH.

— JlaBaii, Ct3H! ['oHH ero! — koMaHaoBan JIXUMMH. —
BrrTonkaii ero, s JoBmo!

M cHoBa pasnancsad TOHKHMii XanoOHblii nmuck. A Jloppu
0o6HapyXmWia, 4To 6eXHT, H He MPOoYb OT XY/IMTAHOB, a MPAMO
K HUM. OHa elll€ He ycmnesa qodexarb 10 MaJibYyMllIeK, Koria
MaJleHbKasl YépHasd TeHb METHYNach M3-TOA KYCTa, NMpPOCKO-
ywia MUMO JIXXKMMMH, ¥ NpBHITHYJA NIPSAMO Ha HeE.

OcTpioliHe KOTOTKM BIIHJIKCH €if B HOTY, IIOTOM LiapanHy-
JIK 100Ky, TIOTOM 3alIENTWINCh 32 BETPOBKY — IepeIyTraHHbIi
KOTEHOK BcKapabkancss Ha Jloppu, Kak OyaTro oHa Obuia
nepeBoM. [leBouka NMpHKpLUIa €ro pyKaMH H oOepHynach K
MaJIbYULIKAM.

— Tw1 cMmotpu, kro qipuwén! Crapywika Kanak... 3to
KollKa KonayHbH, KaHak, otnaii eé MHe... [aBaii ciona, HY!
— u JIXHUMMH, YXMBUISASICh, HANIpaBWICS K HeE.

— Het! — Jloppu 3amaxHynach cymMKoil. KoTéHok ckop-
Ywics Yy He€ Ha TpydM, OpOXalHi NYLUMCTBIA KOMOYEK,
TOHEHbKO MSYKAaBIIMiIi OT cTpaxa.

— JlaBaii e€ clona, Kanak, — JIXHUMMH BCE ell€ yabIoancs,
Ho Tenepb Jloppu Hcnyranacs. Kaxercsi, oH coGupasicsi BoBce
He UTpaTh CO 3BEPbKOM. A €ii He HpPaBATCS MOJOOHbIE 3a6aBhI.

Jloppu mnoBepHynach M 6pocunace 6exarb, GeXaTh Kak
MOXHO JAJblIE OT 3TOMH XYTKOI YXMBUIKH Ha Juue [JkuMMmu.
o xBapTHpBI OHa J00eXaTh He ycneeT, OHH €€ NepexBaTHT,
3TO YX TOYHO. A €CJIH M YCIeeT, TO KTO 3a He€ 3acTymurcs?
Téra Mapraper Ha pa6orte.

Moxer — MOXeT eif yaacTcs nepee3Tb Yepe3 orpaiy H
cripsiTaThes B KycTax caga. OHa moOwia n1a3aTh — BO JBOpe
CBOEro 10Ma, B Te cCjlaBHble BpeMeHa. [lapagHnie BopoTta
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JloMa KOJIIYHBH YKpallleHbl XeJ1e3HbIM OPHAMEHTOM, TT0 3THM
KPMBY/JIbKaM JIerko Kapa6katbcs. Jloppu nepebpociia cyMKy
3a IUIeYOo, 3aCYHYyJia COMPOTHBISBLIErocss KOTEHKA 3a Ma3yxy
BETPOBKM H OTYAsTHHO Mojie3]ia BBEpX.

OHa He NMOHMMaJa, MOYeMy MaJbYMUIKM IO CHX MOp He
JorHanmu e€. Moxert, [IXXMMMH NpOCTO He pelIWICS npeciie-
JoBaThb €€ B TakoM Mecte. Ho neBouka He cTana TpaTHThb
BpeMs, 4TOOBI TIPOBEPHTh 3TO, BcKapabkajach Ha caMblid
BEpX, MepeBajlwiach 4Yepe3 Kpail U C IpPOXOTOM TMoJjieTesla
BHHU3, Ha MOLIEHYIO JOPOXKY.

BelieHo BBIpBIBABUIMICS KOTEHOK HAaKOHELl BBICKOYMJI M3
PYK, TIPBITHYJI Ha JOPOXKY U Opocwicsa Brepéa. OQHAKO OH
mobexaJ He K INapagHOi ABepH, a BOKpPYr goma. Jloppu
MoKa3asioch, YTO TNapagHas JBepb BOOOLIE HHMKOraa He OT-
KpbIBarack. OHa mnoGosiiack, YTO NEepenyraHHbIA KOTEHOK
CHOBa BBICKOYHT Ha aJlIelo, MOJHSUIACh C 3eMJIH U nmobexana
3a HUM.

KpaeM ra3za oHa 3aMeTWIa KpacHy10 KypTKy JIXKMMMH H
rps3Ho-cepylo CtaHa. OHM OexanM BAOJBL Orpaasl no 3
CTpUT, HO He OCOOEHHO TOPONMWIMCb. A 4YTO, €C/IM OHH
none3yT Bejied 3a Hen?

He ycneB 1 noxymats 06 3ToM, Jloppu Opocunacs Bciiex 3a
KOTEHKOM — M TIOYTH TaK Xe ObieTpo. Tonpko 4epe3 He-
CKOJIBKO CEKyHll OHa coo0pa3wia, YTo call ObUT OTHOCHUTEIBHO
YXOXEHHBIM, HECMOTPS Ha BCE 3TH Ky4YH JIUCTEB, M0 KOTOPHIM
OHa C LIyplIaHbeM NMpOHOcHIack. Bokpyr noma Besa qopo-
XKa, BbUTOXEHHas1 KUPITMYOM B KPECTHK, a 110 KpastM JOPOXKH
— KIyMOOYKM C YBSOLIMMH, NMOOGUTHIMH MOpPO3OM LIBETAMH.
TTonoca rycThIx 3apocJeii 1iUia TOIbKO BIOJIb OTpajibl, 3aKphI-
Basi OT NMOCTOPOHHHUX B3IVISIAOB BHYTPEHHIOIO YacThb cajla.

OHa rnsHyna Ha AoM, oberasi OMH M3 €ro ymioB. 3aech
CTaBHH ObUIM OTKPBITbI, HO BCE paBHO OHa HMYEro He yBHIE-
Jla — IUIOTHO 3aA€PHYThIE 1UTOPHI HE MO3BOJWIH 3aIIAHYTh
BHYTDb.

— Myppp... — NochbIlIalioch MAYKaAHbe KOTEHKaA. Jloppu
6pocuiach gajblie.

3aBepHYB 3a CHeQylOLIWi yroj, oHa OOHapyXxwWwia, 4YTo
y3eHbKHE KITyMOBI, lieliMe MO KpasiM JOPOXKH, YBEJIHYM-
JIUCb U CTAJIM KBAJAPAaTHBIMH. DTH KIyMObl OBLUIM cOBceM
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NYCTBIMH, KaK OyATO BCE€, YTO 3[I€ECh POCiO, 3a00TJIMBO yOpa-
JIK Ha 3uMy. Ha BBICOKHX y3KMX OKHax He ObUIO HM CTaBEHb,
HH wwrop. JloppH yBHAeNa B OQHOM M3 OKOH KpaelleK Oesoii
rapAuHbl U TSOKEJIOM KpacHoi 1uTopel. Ecnu cnepeau aom
ObUI HarJyXo 3aKphIT, TO 3[eCh ObLIO COBCEM He Tak.

Jloppu 3aMemnnia Oer, U Tenepb He TOPOMSCh, HACTOPO-
XEHHO 3allarajla Mo JOpoXKe. 34eCh TOXe JIeXaTIH Ky4dH
omnaslliei TUCTBbl. B LeHTpe ydacTKa, MeXay MyCTbIX KIyMb6
cTos nyctoil 6acceiiH. B cepenuHe GacceiiHa CBEpHYJIOCh B
KIyOOK Kakoe-TO 4YyAuile, ApakoH, HapepHoe. OH BBICOKO H
HeyI00HO 3aJpaJl roJIOBY, H M3 €I0 OTKPLITOM NMAacTH BbICOBLI-
BaJlach MaJiecHbKasl YépHasa TpyOka. Koraa-to oH, HaBepHoe,
JIUN B GacceifH M Ha CBOM KOITHCTBIE J1ankbl BOAY — B OTJIHYHE
OT KHMXHBIX APAaKOHOB, KOTOpbi€ NOJHBAJIIA CBOMX BparoB-
phILApeil XapKUM OTHEM.

— Mppoy... — MsiyKkaHbe KOTE€HKaA 3Bajio Jloppu nanslie,
3a yron. Tam 6Gbna ABepb, Ta caMad, KOTOpPYIO OHa BHIela
CKBO3b 3amepThie Ha Lienb BopoTa. KOoTEHOK ycencs Ha cTy-
MEeHbKAX Iepe] ABEPHI0O M M30aN €llé OAMH TOHKHMIA, HO
TMIPOH3HUTEJIbHBIN BOIUIb.

Ycnpimap ckpun, JIoppH Hanpsriach H 3aCTbUIa Ha MeECTe,
mIsiAs, KaK OTKphIBaeTcs ABepb. KOTEHOK TYT Xe CKOJIb3HYI
BHYTpb, B OTKpBIBIIYIOCA 1uens. Ho aBeps mpoaoskana or-
KpbiBaTbcsl U Jloppu OOHapyXmia, YTO He MOXET OeXaTb,
Jaxe ecqiy 6b1 oueHb 3axotena. E€ Horn 6ykBaJbHO NPHUPOCIH
K 3eMJie, CJIOBHO OHa CTYTIWIA Ha JOPOTY, TOJIBKO YTO MOKPbI-
TYIO TYIPOHOM.

BHyTpH 1oMa 6610 TEMHO. XOTS YXe Bedyepeso H BAOJb 10
yJHlle B OKHaX 3aropajCh OTHH, B 3TOM JOM€ HHKAKOIo
cBeTa noka He 6su10. Ho Jloppu npekpacHo yBHaeNa XeHLIH-
HY, CTOSIBLIYIO B OBEpSX.

Ona ObUla HHU3eHbKas, He Bbllle, yeM caMa Jloppu, co
cropOneHHBIMH IUICYaMH; Y He€ ObUI LIMPOKHii 6010 HOC,
a noabopodoK TaK BBICTYNaJ BIEpEX M BBEPX, CJOBHO XOTel
JOTSHYTECS A0 Hoca. Han TEMHO-KOpHYHEBLIMH CKY/lIaMH H
JI60M H3-TIOA YerYMKa BBHIOMBAIMCH KypyaBble Onectsiiue
YEpHBIE BOJIOCHI C CEAHHOM — a YEeMYMK C KpYXEeBHBIMH
o6opKaMH 3aKiII04all €€ IO B CTPOryio paMKy. Ha Heii 6pu10
TEMHO-KpacHoe IUIaTbe C UIMHHOH M TBIIIHOW 100KOH, H
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OOJIbLIOH JIMHHBIN GesIblii MepeIHHK C KpaXMaJIbHbBIMM rod-
PHPOBaHHbBIMH O0OpPKAMH MO HIDKHEMYy Kpalo. ’KeHIIWHa
CTOsUIa Ha BepXHeH CTyTieHbKe, He yOHpas pyKy € 3acoBa H He
cBoas a3 c Jloppu. A 3aTeM oHa yJIBIOHYach, U cpa3y Kyaa-
TO MpOINad U KPIOYKOBAThIH HOC, H OCTPHIi Noa6opoaoK.

— 3apaacTe, MaJIeHbKasi MHCC, — TOJIOC Y Heé oKaszajics
HHM3KHUM H OYeHb MATKUM. — A Tbl, CabUHa, rie Thl UUI/Iach
M 4TO BbiTBOpsiia? M dero ThI mpHHeciaach clola BCsS Takasl
BCTpENaHHas?

H3-noa nomona e€ 100KHM BBICYHYJIACbhb YEpHasl KOlLIaYbs
rojioBka. Kpyribie rosyoOble Ia3ku Ha HECKOJIbLKO MIHOBe-
HHMI 3alepXaJUCh Ha XEHIIMHE, a TOTOM YCTaBWIHMCh Ha
Jloppn.

— Tam ManbyHlIKM, — 3aTopomnuiachk Jloppu, — OHM...

KeHlIMHA NoKayajia ToJIOBOi B 4Yerle ¢ 06opKaMu.

— OHH xoTenn HabeqOKypHTb, 1a, HabenoKyputb. Ho Bbl
Belb NMpPUCMOTPENH, yTo6 ¢ CaGHHON HHYEro IUIOXOIo He
cTrajio, npaBaa, MajleHbKass MHcc? Ckaxy o0 3TOM MHucc
Ilapnorre, OyneT HOBONbHA, O4Y€Hb JOBOJBbHA. 3aXOAH-Ka.
Xouelb UMOHPHOTO neYeHbs?

Jloppu noxayana rojioBoii.

— Her, cnacu6o. Yxe nosgno. U muccuc JlokHep — oHa
pacckaxeT TéTe Maprapet, 4To s NO3AHO BEpHY/IAach JOMOIN,
TOrga TETA paccepaMTCs.

— Hy, Torma npuxoau Kak-HHUOyOb CHOBa, — YeN4HK
Ka4yHYJICS BBEpX-BHHM3. — A KaK ThI 3a6pajiach ciofa, MajJ€Hb-
Kas MHcc?

— 5 nepenesna yepe3 BopoTa, NMapajgHble, — NMpPHU3HAACh
Jloppmn.

— M Ttak BBIBO3WIa CBOIO HApsAOHYIO oaexAay. Aif-aif, —
KOPHYHEBLIA MaJjiell yKa3al Ha KypTKy.

Jloppu nocMoTtpena Ha ce6s. CnepeaM M Ha pykaBax eé
BETPOBKa ObUla mepenaykaHa pXaBYMHOM, 100Ka U KOJITOTKH
— Toxe. JleBouka pacTepsHHO TMOTEpja caMoe O6oJbllioe
MSTHO.

— Hy, nofiném. Xawtu BeIMYCTHT Tebs, KaK MOJOXEHO.

XKeHIIMHA MeIJIEHHO, HEMOBOPOT/IMBO CIYCTHIACH IO CTY-
neHbKaM K crosiBuieit BHU3y Jloppu. U neBouka 3amarana
BCJIE 3a WIYpLIALIUM IO JIMCThSIM NMOAOJIOM BOKPYT JOMa, K
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TIapagHOMY BXOHy, Tieé TOpAO B3ABIMAJ CBOIO TOJIOBY YYyIyH-
HBIil OJleHb. Xa/UIH MPOTSHY/a CBOI CMOPLICHHYIO PYKY K
BOPOTaM, B3sUlach 3a BEPXHMIl TIPYT H AEpHYNa ero Ha cebs.
CTBOpKa BOPOT THXO, NMPOTECTYIOLIE 3acCKpHIesia H OTBOPH-
J1ach; He HaCTeXbh — OHa 3aLIENWIACh 3a YTO-TO Ha MOLIEHOM
JOPOXKEe — HO JOCTaTOYHO, 4TOObI nmponycTHTb JloppH.

— bnaromapio Bac, — MaHepbl, CTapaTeJbHO MPUBUTHIE
mucc JloraH, BepHyauch K Jloppu, ¥ JeBoYKa mpucena B
MaJIeHbKOM peBepaHce. — boublioe BaM criacu6o.

U TyT, K €€ OrpOMHOMY YAMBJICHHIO, PYKH Xa/UIH NOTSAHY-
JIUCh K LUITHPOKOMY, pa3lyBacMOMY BETPOM IOAOJIY IUIaThsl, U
cTapasi XCHIIMHA OTBETHIA TAKMM ITYOOKHMM M BeJIMYECTBEH -
HBIM peBepaHCOM, Kakoro Jloppu He BHaeNa 3a BCIO CBOIO
XHU3Hb.

— Bceraa nmoxanyiicta, MaJieHbKass MMCC, Bceraa rnoxa-
JIyicTa.

OaHako HAamocJeAoK CKBO3b XOPOLIHE MaHephl AEBOYKH
BCE-TaKH NMPOPBAIOCH JIOOOMBITCTBO.

— A BblL... 910 BHI?..

VYnpiOoka Xawm cTana elé Wupe.

— Crapasg BeapbMa? — IpPO3BHIIE, CKA3AHHOE MSITKHUM
roJIOCOM, NMPO3BYYAIO €lIE XyXe.

Jloppu nokpacHena. Her, oHa BoBce He Gerana BMecTe C
ApyruMu MHMO JlomMa-BocbMHCTeHKa, BBIKPHKUBAs 3TO NpO-
3BHILE, ¥ TTOA3YXHBas APYTHX 3aJIe3Th BHYTPb M MOCTy4aThbCsl
B NMapaJHYI0 ABepb K CTapoii BeabMe.

— H-Her... 310 BBI Ta caMas JieiH, YTO XUBET 3aech? —
npojeneTaja oHa.

— A xwuBy 3aech, Aa. Ho g Xawum, a He mucc lapnorra.
Mucc llapnorra, To €CTh MMCC DUIMHA.

B yctax Xaum 310 po3By4asio Tak, CJJOBHO MHCC DUIMUL
6b1a He MeHee BaXHOil mepcoHoM, yeM neau Kaprpaiir,
noapyra 6abyliku B AHIVIMH.

Ho tyT ynbi6ka nponana ¢ nuua XaJuu, W €€ rojoc crai
MOYTH YTO PE3KHUM.

— Miucc SuiMua — HacToswias JeAd, He 3a0biBaif 3TOTO.

— A... 4... He 3a6yny. A s Jloppu Mamnapa, — Jloppu
MpOTSHyNa pyKy. — O4YeHb NPUSATHO C BAMH NO3HAKOMHUTLCS.

Pyka Xayumm oxBatuna e€ MajJb4MKH.
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— W MHue Ttoxe, Jloppu. Ilpuxonu eme.

Jloppn 3atopormnack Baoiab mo O Crpur. IIpoxond
MMMO 3JIONIOJIyYHOMH ajyied, OHa obepHyiack. Bopora Bocs-
MHCTEHKA OBUTH HAaNIyXO 3aKphIThl, H XaJUtH ucyedna. Jom,
TOT MaJIECHBKHMIl Kyco4eK, KOTOPHIH €i ObL1 BHAEH C YJIHIIbI,
CHOBA BBIIVIAZE] COBCEM 3a0pOLIECHBIM.

VYXe cTeMHeNOo M BeTep 3aly/l CWIbHee, Tpelulsd 100Ky M3
LWOTJIAHAKH, MpoayBas 1anoyky. He6o Toxe cTano TEMHBIM,
KaK 6yaTto cobupanach rposa. Jloppu myctuiace G6eroM, He
3a6bIBasi OIVIAALIBATECA 10 cTopoHaM. Kak pa3 B ayxe JIxuM-
Mu M CT3Ha — JoXaaThcsl €€ B 3acalie U HEOXHAAHHO
BBICKOYHMTb Nnepel caMbiM HocoM. OHa B3OXHY/Aa CIIOKOM-
Hee, MMHOBaB aBTOCTOSIHKY. MallMH TaM npu6aBWiIoChb, HO
BCE paBHO OBUIO €€ CIULIKOM Majo, YToObl TMO3BOJIMTH
MaJIbYHLIKAM CHPSATATbCSA 32 HUMM.

Jloppu B36eXajia Mo CTYNeHbKaM Ha KPBUIBLIO HX JOMa.
Mucrep IlapkMHCOH BBIHUMal M3 siMKa noury. Jloppu
clepXajia 1iar, ¥ MOMbITAJIaCh KAK MOXHO THILE NPHKPHITh
IBepb noabe3na. Mucrep IlapkMHCOH He JI00WI OeTe U 3TO
6bUT0 LIMPOKO M3BecTHO. OnHaxabl AHEM Katn Jloknep
YPOHWIA M4, KOTOpBIN CKATWICS IO JIECTHHLE O CaMbIX
nBepeil. Jloppu cnyctunace 3a HMM, M ObUla OOBHHEHa B
Pa3Hy3IaHHOM IOBEEHHH C YTPO30ii JOBECTH HeJNO IO CBele-
HHUs TETH MapraperT. [locne 3Toro oHa crapareibHO n3beraia
mucrepa IlapkuHcoHa.

BoT u ceifyac OH, HAXMYPHBIINCh, CTPOTO MOCMOTpEJ Ha
Heé. Jloppu yyBcTBOBaJIa ce6s1 O4YeHb BHHOBATOH M3-3a nepe-
Ma3aHHOM B pXaBuMHe KypTKH. UTo ckaxeT T€Ts Mapraper,
€C/IH MSTHa He oTyHCcTATCA? Onexna CTOMT MHOIO JEHer,
Jloppu 3Hajma 3T0. MoXeT OBITh, €CJIH OHa KaK cjedyeT
TNOYHUCTUT HX WIETKOM...

Ho Mucrep IlapkMHCOH ONHHMM JIMIIb B3NISIAOM BecbMa
HEABYCMBICJICHHO BbIpa3wl CBOE MHEHHE O IPSA3HLIX U He-
PALIUIMBBIX MaJIEHBKHX I€BOYKAX, AO CJIOB OH HE OITyCTWICH.
JloppHu npockKoib3Hy/la MMMO HEro ¥ MOAHsSUIACh MO JIECTHH-
e, TaK MEMJIECHHO U CIOKOHHO, HacKOJILKO Y He€ XBaTWIO
cuwi. Ho xorma, mo e€ pacyeraM, OHa CKpbUIachb C IJa3
CTpPOTOro cocella, OHa pBaHyJla BBEpX, 3aJecBas CYMKOW C
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KHMTaMH CHavYajla 3a CTYNEHbKHM, a TOTOM M 33 CTEHHI.
Tsokeno ObIlIa, OHA OCTAHOBHJIACh TOJILKO Y CBOMX ABEpei,
JIMXOPaJOYHO pa3bICKHBas Noj KypTKoi Kmo4. JIBeps JlokHe-
POB — IO TY CTOPOHY KOpHIOpa — ObLIa 3aKphITa, H MHCCHC
JloxHep He cneamnna 3a Heii.

Jloppu noBepHyna K04 M CKOJIB3HY/JIA BHYTPb, OBICTpO
TIpUTBOPMB 3a coboii cTBOpKY. B mpuxoxel oHa OCTaHOBH-
J1ach nepeq 6OJIbLIMM 3epKaJIoM Ha IBepH Kada 11t oxexabl
M oxHyna. Huyero ynusurensHoro, yro Mucrep IlapkuHcoH
TaK mocMoTpesl Ha He€. OHa BBIDISIAENA Kyda XyXe, 4YeM
omnacanach.

Jloppu co Bcex Hor 6pocHiach B CNAILHIO, TA€ OHM CTAJIU
BMecTe ¢ T€Teil. TaM oHa, OBICTPO CTSHYB c cebs omexay,
paccTeNwia e€ Ha CBOEil KpoBaTH, HalleJla CTapeHbKoe XJIOT-
YaToOyMaXkHoe TUIaThe M, BOOPYXHBILIMCH HIETKOM, NPUHSJIACh
3a paboTy, MBITAsACh CTEPETH CJIEAbl, OCTABJICHHbIE €€ NpH-
KITIOYEHHEM.

IMoBe3no, ox, kak el momesno! IToyrn Bce naTHA noiu-
HOCTBIO OTYHCTWIHCH! A Te, YTO OCTAJIHCh, OBUTH IOYTH
He3aMETHHI, JaXe KOIJa OHa pacCMaTpHBaJia HX Ha CBeETY.
CeronHsi NATHMIIA, 3HAYMT, 3aBTpa YTPOM MOXHO OymeT
MpOMTHCH MO HUM ellé pa3. HakoHel oHa MoBecwIa Bl B
wkad U nomouvia K CTOJMKY, HA KOTOpPOM Mepea 60biuuM
3epKaJIOM BBICTPOMJIMCH TNIPHUSATHO TNMaXHYL[He GAHOYKHU U Oy-
TbUIOYKM TETH Mapraper. OHM TaK NPHSTHO NMaxHYT. B Mupe
MHOXECTBO NMPHUATHHIX 3aMaX0OB — CpeAH HUX M 3amax rops-
wei aucTBhl. JIoppH NMPHCTAbHO CMOTpejia B 3epKallo, HO
BUAENIa TaM celdac He CBO€ OTpaXeHHe, a KApTHHbI M3
MaMSATH...

Mawma u nana co6upalor JUCTbs, a JIoppH BEICHINAET UX B
OonbuUIyI0o KOp3HHY... JeBouka TpsixHyna rosoBoii. OHa He
XOTeJia BCIIOMHHATh 3TO, [IOTOMY YTO TOrAa NpUAETCS BCIIOM-
HUTb M BCc€ ocTajbHoe. [lama, MaMa M CaMOJIET, KOTOpBIi
HaBcerga yBé3 ux ot Jloppu.

OHa 3akpbUla Ila3a U MpHKa3aja cebe He BCTIOMMHATb.
Tenepp — neBoYKa MOCMOTpesia B 3€PKaJio CHOBA — TaM
6bU10 €€ COGCTBEHHOE JIMLO, YEM-TO NMOX0Xee Ha Te KOLaybH
POXMLBI, KOTOpblE OHa JIIOOMIAa pMCOBaTh, Koraa ObuUta Ma-
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JIEHBKOM, TaKoe Xe TpeyrojibHoe. E€ 4EpHBIe BOJIOCHI ONATDH
BHIOMJIMCH M3-TIOA PE3MHKHM, KaK BCerma nocie wkosbi. Jlop-
PH NPHHSJIACH 32 TIPHYECKY, C TOH XK€ COCPEeAOTOYEHHOCTHIO
M LIeJIEYyCTPEMIIEHHOCTBIO, KaK IO 3TOIO C OAeXAOii.

VY He€ 3en€Hble IMa3a — ToXe, KaK y KollkH. BoT ecnu 6bi
y He€ BCcE-Taku Obula KpecTHass MaTb — ¢esi, Kakoe Obl
XeJaHMEe OHa 3arajaja Ilocjie TOro, KakK IIepBbIM [€JIOM
npeBpatiia JIxumMmu [lapBuca B GONbUIYIO XENTYIO YTKYy?
ConoMeHHBI€ BOJIOCHI M To/TyObIe I1a3a, Kak y Katu Jlokuep?
Hert, nongymana Jloppu, 370 €ii HU K YyeMy. To, 4TO y He€ ecTb,
OYeHb Jaxe eil MIOET.

Jloppu pasrmaguna nopon 00ku. UHTepecHo, moayMana
OHa, KAKOBO HOCHTh TaKMe NIMHHIOLINE 106KH, KaK y Xammm?
A B CTapHHy TaK XOAWIM BCE, M B3POCJHE XCHLIMHBI, M
neBOYKH. JloppH HpaBWIOCH NEpPEeMCTHIBATh Y TETH Mapra-
peT KHIDKKH C KOCTIOMaMH, pa3risabiBasi KapTMHKU. Te€Ts
MaprapeT BeINMCHIBajJa peKIaMHBbIi XypHal «Mona @pene-
pPHKa» M 3Hajia BCE 0 BhIcOKoi Mone. Ho Takue ruiaTes ceifuac
yXe HHKTO He HOCHUT, TOraa rnodeMy XaJUiM B HUX ofeBaeTcs?
Hnu y He€ ocTanuch OOHH JIMIIL OYEHb-OYEHDb CTaphble IUIaTha?
Jla HeT, 3TO KpacHOe IUlaThe ObUIO BOBCE HE CTApbIM H He
NOHOILIEHHBIM. A MoOXeT ObITb, XaJUIM HOCHT TO, YTO €M
HpaBHUTCA, He oOpallass BHUMaHHs, YTO MOJHO HOCHUTb KO-
POTKY10 100Ky, JNIHHHYI0O WIH YTO-TO MNocepeauHke?

JloppH oTTipaBMJIaCh Ha KYXHIO H BLITALMJIA U3 MOPO3MII-
KM HECKOJIbKO NAaKeTOB. YCTPauBasiCh 3a CTOJIOM, OHa AyMaJia
o JIxuMmu H ero 6aHge. JXXnMMH, KOHEYHO, eiif He 3abynerT,
HO 3aBTpa Oyzer cyb060Ta, a MOTOM BOCKpECEHbE, HUKAKOM
LWIKOJbI, H HUKakoro JDxummu. Tak 4To y He€ mo KpaiHei
Mepe IBa JHS CMIOKOHHOMN XM3HH.

Ecnu T€ére Maprapet He npuAETcs paboTaTh CBEPXYpPOUYHO,
TO MOXET ObITb, YTPOM OHH BMECTE NMOKAYT MO Mara3uHaM. A
notoM Jloppu cMoxeT 3abexars B 6MGnHoTeky. U xopoiluo
61 T€Ts Mapraper nepecrasa 6eCNIOKOMTECA O TOM, YTO Yy
Jloppu Het Oiu3kux apy3eii. KoMy HyXHBI Takue Gnmuskue
apy3bs, Kak 3aech? Katn JlokHep, ¢ STHMHM €€ MIUOTCKMMH
LWYTOYKAMHM, BEYHO LIEMYeTcs O MAaJbYMLIKAX M CJHylIaeT
KaKHe-TO XyTKMe BHU3XalllMe IUIACTHHKH.
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Ho nocnexHee BpeMsi OT pa3sroBopoB TETHM Mapraper o
OpY3bSIX YBWIMBATE CTAHOBWJIOChH BCE TpyldHee U TpydHeEe.
Xors Jloppu ¥ He momasana Buay. OHa He cobOupanachk
TOBOPHMTh TETE, YTO TepmeThb He MoXeT HH KaTH, HM e€
nMoapyxeK.

IIpaBna, B wiKoje ObUTM ApPYTHE AEBOYKHM, C KOTOPLIMH
Jloppu oxoTHO nMo3HakoMmiachk 6p1 nobmke. JInzaber Pocc,
HanpuMep. JIu3zabeT Beab TOXe He OCOOEHHO IPYXWT C
OoCTaIbHBIMU. JIu3abeT YMHHMLIA M JIIOOUT YUTATh T€ X€ KHUTH,
YTO U OHa caMa. Jloppu Buaena y He€ Ha napre «CeKpeTHbIN
cag». Eif maxe 3axorenoch cnipocuts Yy JIuzabet, Kakas yacTb
eil noHpaBWIach GoJibllle BCero, H YMTaja JId oHa «MaJjieHb-
Kylo npuHueccy». Ho B ToT MoMeHT MHccuc PajiMoHn
3aroBopwia ¢ Jloppun o6 e€ ommbkax Mo MaTreMaTUKe, a
MOTOM KaK-TO He ObUIO noaxoasiuero ciyyas... Jiuzaber
XuBeT Ha bpakcreH [IpaiiB, 1 camMa HMKOIZJa He ropopuwia
Jloppu Huyero, kpome «mpuBeT». Ho TparuTh Bpems Ha
corroBHIO ¢ KatH, caymarh e€ MAHOTCKHE IUIACTMHKH M
GECKOHEYHO BO3HMTBbCS C NMPHYECKOH — HY yX HeT!

Bot 6abymika HMKoraa Tak He Gecnokowiach o Hed. Eciu
Jloppu xoTenoch CHAETh M YMTaTh — OTIMYHO. U y He€ Obuta
TaM Xopoluas noapyra — AHHa. Toabko... BCE 3TO YLUIO,
BMeCTe CO 1KO0JIOi MuHcc JIoraH M co BceM OCTaIbHBIM, BCE,
YTO Tenepb Kasajoch JIoppH BoOIUIOLIEHHEM NMOKOS U COIJia-
cusa. Ecnm oyeHb Xouyercsi, TO IUIOXOE JIETKO 3a0biBaeTcsi, U
NOMHHIIIb OOHHM TOJILKO COJIHEYHbIE NHH.

Hy nogymait xe o 4€M-Hubyab apyroM, 6wictpee! He o
mucc JloraH, He o Xamrncrene, He o KaHane, He o ropenoi
JIMCTBE M HE O... TIAalle U MaMe...

HoM-BocbMucteHoK. Bot. Jloppu yuernmnacs 3a 3to. CrpaH-
Hblif JOM U 4YEpHbIH KoT€HOK CabuHa, Aa, MMEHHO TakK
KollleyKy 3Bajia XaJUTh — U camMa Xa/uti. Xainu npumaiaia
e€ mpuittn ewi€. Y MoxeT ObITh, eciM OHa Kolaa-HUOYOb
nopaHbllle BbIOEpeTcsl U3 LIKOJIbI, H HEMHOIO MNpobeXUTCH,
TO 3aMAET Tyda CHOBA.

Jloppu mpuHcesia Ha KyXOHHYIO TaOypeTKy U 3agyMaiach
Haz 3TUM. OHa BHIeJa 3TOT CTPaHHbIA JOM BOJIM3H, U B HEM
He 0Ka3anoch HHU4ero crpaiHoro. UHTepecHo, a U3HYTpH OH
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Takoil Xe cTpaHHBI? M Ha YTO MOXOXHM ero KOMHaTbl —
TpeyTroibHble, KaK KycKd nupora? Xorenoch Obl y3HaTb.

B 3aMouHO# cKBaxX¥He HWIENKHYN K04, H Jloppu 3aTopo-
nuiack K ABepsaM. Paccka3zaTth T€Te Mapraper o6 eé
NPHUKITIOYEHHH, XOTs 651 HanooBUHY? [loka ew€ HeT, peln-
na JloppH, Kak pa3, Koraa ABepb OTKPbUIACh.

Taxnénan nedena u
cmapas mucc Jutmud

Tsxénasgs Hedens Havanach B cyb6ory, ¢ caMoro yrpa.
IMoayn pe3kuii, NMPOHH3BIBAIOLIHI BeTep, HeGO 3aTAHYJIO
obnakaMH, ¥ B1o6aBok OymIWIbHHMK TETH MaprapeT He 3a3BO-
HW1. TETe B 3TOT IeHb HYXHO OBUIO CBEPXYPOYHO paboTaTh B
MarasuHe, a Tellepb OHA OMa3AblBaja, M IIO3TOMY Aaxe
TOJIKOM He No3aBTpakala, Kak ciaeayeT. [Toka Jloppu roroBu-
na eii kode, OHAa MOCMELIHO Hallapanaia CIIMCOK HYXHBIX
MOKYTIOK.

Jla, ceroqHsi He NOJYYHUTCA BMECTe NMOXOAMTb IO MarasH-
HaM. Tére mpuué€Tcs mocrapaTrbcsi cCaMOM KYIHTbL BCE, YTO
HYXHO, IO IMyTH HOMOM.

— H3BHHH, ManbilIKa, — TETS HaXMypWiach, DA B
3epKayio B npuxoxeil. — C 3TuM PoxmecTBOM ceroaHs HUKaK
¢ paboThl He ybexaTtb. Muccuc JlokHep noemer B yHuBepMar
M 3aXBaTHT TeOs1 B 6UOGHOoTEKy. Tonsko nonpocu. Hy, — oHa
6picTpo ornsimena cebs, — kaxercs, Bcé. Jlo cBHOaHbA,
Kpoluka, 6ynb yMHHILEH. AX, 4€pToB OynwibHHK! Kak Xxe s
OMNasabIBalo.

Ona 3aKkpbuUia ABepb U Nobexana no xopuaopy. Jloppu He
ycnesia MOPTrHyThb, KaK KaGJIyKy TETH yXe LOKAIH IO JIECTHH-
ue. Jloppu nobpena Ha KyxHIO, HOeAaTh 3aBTpakK. Bce eé
IUIAaHbBl PYXHY/IHM. 3a OKHOM, NOJ TEMHBIMH Ty4YaMH, yXe
najaad TNepBble KAIUIM JOXAS, M 3TO KAK-TO OCOGEHHO
YTHETaNO B BHIXOAHOM NEHb.

Jloppu nonuna anenbCHHOBBHINH COK. OHa HHM O 4YéM He
cobupanace mpocuth MHccHC JIokHep. MeHbllle Bcero Ha
CBeTe eil XoTeloch exaTb B OHONHOTEKY BMecTe€ C KIAHOM
JlokepoB. Het, K3t u Pob, KOHeYHO Xe, XOMWIH Tyia —
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WK ObUM 3anucaHbl. Ho oHH gyManm o 6ubmmoreke, Kak o
YacCTH LIKOJIbI, Kylla IPHUXOAUTCS XOAHMTh, €CJIM YIUTENb 3a]a-
€T MpOYECTh TAKYIO-TO H TAKylo-TO KHHrH. OHa OmZHaXIbl
noluia ¢ HUMHM B 6HOTHOTEKY M IO CHX NOpP BCIIOMMHAET, KaK
el 6pUto cThiaHO. PobGa BhICTaBWIM MpoYb 32 TO, YTO OH
TPOMKO pa3roBapMBall, H 6ubGnHoTekapima ordutana Kath u
Jloppu, motoMy yto K3t 6e3 KoHla 6onrana. Kath ¢ Pobom
6onTasuch psanoM ¢ JloppH, 6e3 KOHIIAa YAUBIAACH, 3a4eM eil
HYXHA «3Ta HIHOTCKAasi KHHra» H Bcé BpeMs noaroHsisi: «Hy,
ckopo Thl TaM? Hy nmouuru!».

A mna Jloppu 6MGnMMoTexka Kasajach MeCTOM, rie Liapwia
THILIMHA ¥ NOKO#i. MecToM, riie MOXHO ObUIO, HE TOPOTSCh,
BbIOpaTh ceGe KHHMIry. A BbIOHMpaTb HYXHO ObUIO, NEHCTBH-
TEJbHO HE TOPOMSICh, MOTOMY YTO MOXHO GbUIO B3SITh He
Oosiblle OBYX KHHTr cpasy, a Jloppu odyeHb OpicTpo 4yMTasia.
BoNBLIMHCTBO KHHMI OHA NMpOMIaThiBajia B TY Xe cyb0oTy, TaK
YTO colepXaHHe — H pa3Mep — KHHUIH ObUIH OYE€Hb BAXHBI.
HenaBHO OHa HATKHY/AaCh Ha HACTOSILIYIO COKPOBHIIHULYY —
Lenast MoJKa roIoBLIX NMOALIMBOK XYPHAIOB, NeperUieTEHHBIX
B OonpliMe TsXENbIE ToMa. DTO OBUIM cTapble XYpPHAIhI,
cTapee, YeM XypHaabl TéTH Mapraper (xoTsa JloppH, Koraa
ObUla MaJieHbKas, NepeyMTalia, HaBepHOe, H MX TOXe —
OIHAXIBI OHA OTKPbLIA ONMH M3 TETHHBIX XYPHAJIOB M Halllla
TaM 3HAKOMbIH paccKa3), W JaXe cTapee, 4eM XYPHaJIbl Y
6a6bymixku Mamwiapa. Ho TaM momaganuch MHTEepecHble pac-
CKa3bl.

JloppH cnoxwia cBolO TapesKy H TETHHY 4alIKy H3-TO
Kode B PaKOBMHY U MPHHSUIACH 32 MBITBE IMOCYIbI.

E#i yxe nopa 6bU10 cjaBaTh KHUIH, H OHa XOTesa B3STh MO
KpaifHeH Mepe OfHY MOALUIMBKY TOro XypHaia, «CeHT Huko-
nac». Benb ecnu oHa noitnér B 6u6MoTeKy caMa, T0 OoJiblue
OJTHOTO TAaKOIo ToMa He YHecCE€T. A oHa cobHpanach NMOWTH B
6ubnmnoreky caMa. Eciu Kak cienyeT Bc€ npoayMaTb, TO 3TO
coBceM He TpyaHo. OHa CIyCTHTCS Ha yrojl YWITOH M D1 ¥
csmeT Ha aBroOyc mo ByacBWLUI-CTPHT. ABTOOYC AOBE3ET eé
[0 YHMBEpMara, a TaM ecTb CBeToop, No3TOMy MOXHO 6yner
CMOKOMHO NMEepeHTH YUY M MONacTh NpsMo B GHOIMOTEKY.
U Ha TOli Xe cTopoHe yNHLIbI — aBTOOYCHasi OCTAHOBKA, Ile
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OHa caneT U noelaet AoMoii. IIpoe3n nns gereil CTOMT Bcero
JBEeHaQLAThb LIEHTOB, a Y He€ ObU1 LBl YeTBepTaK.

Jloppu HHKOrAa €ll€ He Xoawia B OHOIMOTEKY caMa, HO He
BHIeJla HUKAKMX MPHYMH, NoYeMy el Helb3sd 3TOro [esaTh.
Jla ¥ cama Térd MaprapeT HUKOTJla He TOBOpMJIA, YTO HEJIb34.
KoHneuHo, JJoppH HHKOrIa He CripalliiBajia y He€ 06 3ToM, HO
ZeBoYKa 6/aropa3yMHO OTMaXHyJach OT 3TOH MBICIH.

Jloxnp mow€n cuibHee. Eil npunérca HaaeTh pe3HHOBBbIE
Canory M IVIalli, M B3AThb IUIACTHKOBLIH MaKeT, YTOObI 3aBep-
HyTb KHHMTH. JloppHu y6pana nocyany B iKa¢ 4 Hacyxo BhITEp/a
MOIKY OyMaXHBIM NMOJIOTeHLEeM. BHOMHoTeka OTKphiBaeTCS B
JecsiTb, a NOoOMpaTbCs Tyda rae-To Tojdaca. 3HayuT, e
HYXHO BHIITH B Hayajle JecAToro, yToosl MUccuc JIoKHep He
ycniesa eé nepexBaTHUTh.

Jloppu B3noxHyna. Jlloou, KoTopbie XOTAT ObITh JOOpOXKe-
JIaTeIbHbIMH M YCIYXJIMBBIMU, HHOTAA NOPAAKOM YCJIOXHAIOT
XU3Hb. «JJobpoxenaTeabHasi» — HMEHHO TakK T€ETA Mapraper
ropopwia o Muccuc JlokHep. Jloppu Xe OHa yallle BCEro
Ka3ajiachb NpPOCTO HaqoeMTUBOM.

Tenepb, Korga OHa HaKOHEll pellWwla, KaK ITOCTYIIHT,
Jloppu nouyBcTBOBajla TpHUSTHOE BO30yXineHue. Tak Bedb
MOXHO OyIeT e30MTh KaXaylo cyo6oTy, H OHa CMOXET NpPOBO-
IUTh B OHOIHOTEKE CTOJILKO BpEMEHH, CKOJIBKO 3aXO4eT.
Hukro He OyneT €€ NOATOHATb, M OHA 1aXe CMOXET MTOYUTATh
HeMHoro npsaMo TaM. [Ipu MbIcau o Takoit pockou Jloppu
He CMOrJla YCHAETb Ha MecTe M TOPOIUIMBO 3alllarajia Iio
KOMHaTe, H30 BCEX CIJI XeJiasd, YTOOBl CTpENKH 4acoB KPYTH-
JIMCh noObicTpee.

B nessaTtp yacos Jloppu 6bu1a yxe omera M rorosa. OHa
KpYTWIach y ABEPH, MOIVIAABIBAsA B IV1a30K Ha ABepb JlokHe-
poB. HakoHen geBouka He BbiaepXaia. [IpmxaB K cebe cyMKy
Cc KHHUTaMH, OHa 3amnepjia ABepb W OpocHiach Mo KOpPHIOPY,
cyierka NMPMTOPMO3UB TOJBKO Y CTYTICHEK.

Iloxa Jloppu mouwia A0 aBTOOYCHOH OCTAHOBKM, HOXIb
yxe i Boeclo. Ho y octaHoBKH ObUT HaBec, OHa CIIpSITAIach
Moj Hero M CTala XaaTb. ABToO6yca He OBLIO, Ka3aJocCh,
LIeJIbIA Yac, HO BOT OH BCE-TaKM NMOSBWICS, U KOrIa JeBOYKa
BRIXOIWJIa Y YHMBepMara, oHa 6bUIa OYeHb JOBOJIbHA CBOEi
CcO006pa3UTETLHOCTHIO.
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V nBepeii 6UOMHOTEKH NMPHIILIOCH XAATH ell€. OHa nmpuxa-
Jia KHUTH K cebe, HaiesiCh, YTO HM HUX He MOMNaAET HA KATUIH.
Koraa, HakoHell, CTOpOX OTKpbUT ABepH, Iviaul JloppH yxe
Hayajl MPOMOKATbD.

Ho crowno eii BoiiTH BHYTpb, KakK Jloppu 3a6bL1a 060 BCEM
U C TOJIOBOM OKYHYJIaCh B KHHTH. Y He€ ObUIO CKOJILKO YTOOHO
BPEMEHH, YTOObI OT AYLIH NMOKOMNAThCA HA MOJIKAX, BBITSIHYTDb
JTIOOUMYIO KHHTY, IPOYECTh CTPAHNYKY TaM, CTPAaHHYKY 3/€Ch,
XOTS JIOOMMBIE paccKa3bl OHAa W TaK 3alOMHHaNa TMOYTH
Hau3ycTb. s Jloppu BpeMsl MepecTaio CylleCTBOBaTh, ITOKA
BAPYT HE 3acocayio Mo JIOXEYKOi M OHa He OIISHYyJach Ha
yackl Ha cteHe. Oro, yxe nqBeHaauath yacoB! OHH, HaBepHOeE,
TaK Xe MOJIOMaHbl, KAK U OYAWJIbHUK TETH.

Jloppu B3asa TSDKENYIO MOALIMBKY M BMeECTe CO BTOPOH
kHurol «[loyrm Bomue6bcTBO» — OHa yXe ABa pa3a eé
MepevYnThIBAIa — 3aTOPONWIACH K CTOHKe OMONIHOTEKApLIH.

— He 1sDxeno te6e? — y4acTIMBO CIIPOCHJIA Ta.

JloppH pelIMTeIbHO 3aMOTaJjia roJIOBOM.

— A noeny Ha aBTOOYCE, MHE HECTH Hedanexo. Bor, —
OHa BBITAlWIA W3 KapMaHa IUIACTUKOBBIN TAKeT, KOTOPLIH
nepen 3THUM CTapaTesIbHO BBITEPJIAa CBOUM HOCOBBIM IUIATKOM,
TaK YTO OH He Ka3aJicd MOKPBIM. — f MoJIoXy MX cloa, OHH
axe He HaAMOKHYT.

— OHM M TaK He HAMOKHYT, HoXAb KoHuwics. Ho g pana,
YTO Thl 3Haclllb, KAK HYXHO 0o0OpauiaTbCs ¢ KHUTaMH.

Eweé 651, nogymana Jloppu. Bapocirbie Bcerga aymaior, 4to
Thl He 3Haellb TAKHX JJIEMEHTApHBIX Bellleil, U CTPALIHO
YAUBJIAIOTCS, KOTra oKa3biBaeTcsl Hao6opoT. Ho, HaBepHoe, y
HHUX eCTb NMPHYHMHBI 1A OecnokoiicTBa. OaHaXAbl OHA BUIE-
na, xak JIxummu [lapBHC KMHYN KHHry, MpPOCTO B3I H
KUHyN. A CT3H He moiiMas e€, M OHa yTaja Ha MoJl, TaK 4TO
BhITIANI0O HecKoJbKo cTpaHull. A Cammm Yonarepe, Tak Ta
pHcoBaia KAPTUHKM Ha MOJIAX OJHOM CBOEH KHHIH.

Hoxab, MOXeT, U 3aKOHYWICS, HO BeTep BCE paBHO ObLI
XonoAHbIM. 3ech HaBeca Ha OCTAHOBKe He Obuto, a Jloppu
6osutach, YTO MPONMYCTHT aBTOOYC, MO3TOMY €if NMpPHULUIOCH
CTOSATHh NPSIMO PSIIOM ¢ TAOJIMYKON Ha yTTy, riae BeTep Oco-
6eHHO mpoayBa.

289



— Jloppu! Jloppn Mannapa! Yro TH 3mech Aenaeuib?

C aBTOCTOSIHKM YHHBepMara 4Yepe3 yJHIY K Hell moabexasna
MauiMHa. JIBepp pacmaxHynack M MuHccHc JlokHep pe3ko
CKOMaHJIoBaJIa:

— HewmennenHo 3aneszait, Jloppu. Tel Bcs mocHHeNa OT
xonona. ['me o1 661127 U roe TBOS TETA?

Jloppu B3noxHyna. Ho 6exares ObUto Hekynma. IloHypus
roJIoBy, OHa ycejach psaoM ¢ Muccuc JIokHep.

— Téra Mapraper Ha paboTte. A s1 ObUIa B OMOIHOTEKe.

— OnHa? A T€Ts paspelinla Tebe?

— 5 npuexana Ha aBTOOyce, — NPHHSUIACh ONpaBAbI-
BaThcd Jloppu. — MHe KHHIrM nopa ObUIO CIaBaThb.

— Ho, Jloppu, Thl Xe 3Hana, YTO A €Ay B TOPOM, Thl
JIo/DKHa 6bU1a moexaTh ¢ HaMH. Boxe, mocMoTpH Ha 4vachl! S
IOJDKHA 3aexaTh Ha DJicMep-CTPHT, 3a6path Ka3Tu c TaHueB,
a NOTOM YCIETb JOMOIi ¥ nMpoBoaAUTh Poba Ha urpy! Ox, Kakas
Gonbiiass KHura y te6s, Jloppu. Tebe He Tspkeno?

— Ona MHe HpaBuTcsi. U1 BoBce He TsDkénas.

Kak Bcerna, ronoc Muccuc JlokHep neiicrsopan Jloppu Ha
HepBbl. OHa Be4HO 3aJaBajia Ky4y BorpocoB. HasepHoe, Gyan
3TO KTO-HHOYyAb Apyroii, Jloppu oTBeyana Obl Oe3 pasapaxe-
HUA, NO KpaiiHeil Mepe, 6e3 TOro pasapaxeHHsi, KOTopoe
Bceraa Bbi3biBasia y Heé muccuc JlokHep.

— Haperoch, Katn yxe 3akoHYmwia, — MHccuc JlokHep
npoexaja JBa KBapTaja, IOTOM NOBEpHYJa HanpaBo. — OHH
TOTOBATCSA K KOHLEPTY U MHOIAA peNeTHLHH 3aTATHBAIOTCA.
Katn 6yaeTr conupoBaTh, OHa OydeT TaHLEBAaTb LbITAHKY.

— OHa MHe TroBopuna, — KuBHyMa Jloppu. — U mokasana
CBOM KOCTIOM.

JloppH HHCKOJIBKO He 3aBHAOBaJA ToMy, YTo K3Th xoauT
no cybboram B wkKoxy TaHueB. Ho kocTioM — 3T0 GBLIO
coBceM apyroe aeno. Hapsokathesi — 310 3n0poBo! PaHblie
Jloppu co cBoeit noapyroii AHHON C yIOBOJILCTBHEM PBLLUIHCH
B 6aOyLIKMHBIX CYHAYKAaX Ha Yepaake, Koraa 6abyiika paspe-
masa.

— Ilpuexanu. CnaBa bory, Kstu yxe xnér! Otkpoii eit
IABepb, Aoporasi. HaM npuaércs nocneuuTs, eCIM Mbl XOTHM
ycneTb JOMOM M BOBpeMsl NpoBoauTh PoGa.

TakumM obpa3oM, JlokHepbl YMBIKHYIH JloppH, mpuBe3nu
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€€ IOMOM M HaKOpPMMJIIH 00e10M, HeB3Mpasi Ha Bce €€ nporec-
Th1. Ho 1o KpaiiHeit Mepe oHa He nouwuia ¢ K3ti nocne obena
B KMHO, Ha JIBYXCEPHIHbIN GWIbM CO BCAKMMH YyJOBHILAMM.

Muccuc JloxHep To/IbKO nokayana rojioBoid, koraa Jloppn
B3MOJIWJIACh OTITYCTHTb €€ ToMOii aes1aTh YpoKHu. Ho He Morna
Xe OHa BBITOJIKATh €€ 3a aABepb BMecTe ¢ Katu? Kax Tonpko
Jloppu okazanach CHOBa AoMa, B KBapTHpe TETH Mapraper,
OHAa BHITAlIWIa Y4eOHHKH U MPHHSUIACh 3a AOMALIHHE 33aaa-
Husa. CHavasia oHa cesajla MaTeMaTHKY, TIOTOMY YTO TEPNETh
eé He Moma. Jloppu Bcerna crapajiachk AeaaTh CHayajla caMoe
MPOTHBHOE, YTOOBI IOTOM, HE TOPOISICh, 3AHUMATLCS NIPHUAT-
HBIMM BELLIAMH.

CerogHs Ha TNpPUATHOE OHAa OCTAaBWIAa COYHHEHHE IIpo
oceHb. U Jloppu yXe 3Hana, o 4€M oHa OygeT mucatb — 06
OMaBUIMX JIMCThAX M KocTpax. OnapllMe JHCTbS — TYT OHA
BHOBb BcrnioMHWIa o J[lome-Bocbmucrenke. Beab cerogHs
Takoil BeTep, YTO TaM, HaBepHOE, BCE JIMCThA pa3bpocalio.
HNHTepecHo, XautH Korga-HHOynb youpaet ux? Moxert ObITh,
Jloppu cnexyer momoub eif?

Jloppu yXe mepemnuchiBaja 4YepHOBMK Habeslo, Korma yc-
JIbIlAJIa B 3aMKe CKpeXeT Kmo4ya TETH Mapraper. OHa Obuia
TaK JOBOJIbHA CBOMM COYMHEHHEM, YTO Gpocmiach eil Ha-
BCTpeYy C UCIIMCAHHBIM JIICTOM OyMaru B pykKax.

— Téra Mapraper, 1...

Ho téts Mapraper xmypmwiack. C TPYAOM yaepXuBas MoJ
MBILLIKO# GOJIBLIYIO CYMKY ¢ MPOAYKTaMH, OHA NpoliUla MUMO
Jloppu Ha KyXxHIO.

— 3axkpoii aBepb, JloppH, H HaM cloaa. A 1oDKHa MOroBo-
PHMTb ¢ TOOOH.

Jloppu noBuHoBanack. Korga oHa 3alia Ha KyxHIO, TETH
Mapraper yxe CHsla NaJbTo H TIpHcesa Ha Tabyperky. OHa
BBITJISIiENIa OYEHDb YCTaBlIeH, Aa €ll€ M XMypHIach, TaK YTO
HaJ r1a3aMHU CJIOXWINCD JBe pe3KHe MOPLUHHBI.

— JloppH, MuccHuc JIoKHEep TOJILKO 4TO MoXaJloBajlaCh MHE
Ha 1ebs. OHa cka3zaja, YTO Thl OAHA OTINpaBWIach B OMOIHO-
TeKy, M YTO OHa HauUia TeOd Ha yIly y yHMBepMara.

— A crosula Ha aBTOOYCHOH OCTaHOBKe, — BO3pas’wia
Jloppu.

— Jlaxe He 3Halo, YTO ¢ ToOOM HesnaTsh, JloppH, — TETA

291



MaprapeT cTalinwia NepYyaTkKl H pa3’maXHuBajla HX MalbllaMu.
— $1 Obl Cc ymOBOJBLCTBHEM MNpPOBOAWIA ¢ TOoOOK Oonblue
BPEMEHH, HO s MpocTo pu3ndeck He Mory. Muccuc Jloxuep
o4eHb Aobpa K HaM. Eciu MeHs HEeT JoMa, OHa C pallOCThIO
cornalaercs, 4YToObl Thl OcTaBajlach Y HHX BMecTe ¢ KaTH.
OHa noase3na 6bl Te6s 10 OHOIHOTEKH.

— Ho s He xortena exarp Tyaa ¢ JlokHepaMu.

— JloppH, B TaKHX CJIy4asX Thl HE MOXe€llIb MOCTYTaTh, KaK
Tebe 3abnaropaccyautcs. [ Takoi MajleHbKOH [€BOYKH,
KaK Thbl, IPOCTO OMACHO XOAHMTH Mo ropoay ogHoit. C To6oi
MOXeT CJIy4MThcs Ji06oe HecyacTbe. 1 moToM, ThI M Tak
CIIMIIKOM MHOIO BpeMEHH MpOBOAMIIbL ofHa. EE MuccHC
JlokHep XajioBaJiach, YTO Thl He molwia BMecTe ¢ Katu B
KWHO, XoTs K3TH TaK ympauuBana.

— 310 crapbiii ¢WIbM Cc YyAOBHIIIAMH, a2 MHE OHH He
HpaBarcsi. U MHe HyXHO ObUIO Oenath ypoku, — Jloppu
pa3o4apoBaHHO CKOMKAJIA CBOE COYMHEHME.

— S He cobupaloch criopuTh ¢ 10601, Jloppu. Ho u He
coOHpaloch CMOTpPETb, KaK Thl MpPOAO/DKaclllb BECTH cebsa B
TOM Xe ayxe. C CerofHsILIHETO OHsI, KOraa MEHs HeT AoMa,
Thbl JOJDKHA 6BITH Y JIoKHepoB. [Toka si He IOroBOpIOCh O YEM-
HUOYIb ApPYroM.

TéTs mogHANACH M B3sUia naabTo. OHA BHILIIA B KOPHAOP,
a JloppH moruienach ClefAoM, C yXacoM MpeAcTaBiIsas cebe
Oynyuiee, — NPOBOAMTb BCE CBOOONHOE BpeMsl BMECTE C
K3, Pobom u, Bo3MoxHo, ¢ JIxummu [lapBHcoM ToXe,
MOTOMY YTO OH 6BbUI OAHUM M3 Jy4YlIHX Apy3ed Pob6a.

[Tpoxonst MHMO XYPHaJILHOTO CTOJIMKA, TETA B3sJia OHOIH-
OTeYHble KHMIH.

— A 4TOGBI THI JIyYllle yCBOWIA MoM npukas, JloppH, 3TH
KHMIY OTTIpaBsiTCA B 11Kad M OYAYT CTOSTh TaM 3aNepThIMH,
MOKa Thl He JOKaXellb, YTO Ha Te6s MOXHO MOJIOXUTHCS, YTO
Thl Hay4YWIach INOCTYMAaTh, KaK MOJIOXEHO.

W yHecna obe KHHUIM.

Jloppu Momya ckiaabiBaia yY4eOHHKH M TETPAaAKH. 3TO Xe
HeuyecTHO! OHa — ogMH 4enoBeK, a K3t — coBceM apyroit.
OHa npocTo He BBIAEPXMT, €CIH €l NMpHUIETCA BCE BpeMs
npoBoauth BMecte ¢ Katu! U — u oHa Gonblile HUKOraa He
noiaér B Jlom-BocbMHCTEHOK.
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Tak Havanach Tsoxénas Helens, H Jloppu Kasanoch, 9T0
OHa TaK HHKOIJAA H He 3aKoH4YHTcd. Eff npHUUIoch XOOUTH B
Koy BMecte ¢ K3ti M urpars TaM B 6ackeT6os, KOTOpBIi
OHa HEHaBHAEJa, €€ HEMOBOPOTIMBOCTb BBIBOAWIA IPYrMX
MIPOKOB U3 cebs. OHa MoJIyyHia IUTOXYIO OLIEHKY 10 MaTeMa-
THKe. [Ipo counHenHe MHMccuc P3iiMOHA cka3ana, YTo OHO
3a6aBHO, HO yX O4eHb MHOTO B HEM owiHOoK. Ha nepeMeH-
Kax Bo aBope JIxumMmu ITapBuc Bc€ pacnieBasl CBOIO YXACHYIO
JPa3HWIKY H HEKOTOpble A€BOYKH MOIXBATHIBANHU €€. A TETH
MaprapeT NOCTOSIHHO pacCripalliMBajia €€ O LIKoJie, Noapy-
XWNach JIM OHa C KeM-HUOYIb, H MoYeMy OHa ciefiajia TO U He
cleyiana 3To, M [JaXe cKasajia, YTO €il MPHUAETCH CEPbE3HO
MOTOBOPUTb ¢ MUccHC PaiiMoHI.

Jloppu oigymana cebs 3acyHyToil B KAKOH-TO MeEIIOK, eif
He JaBAIM HUKAKON BO3MOXHOCTH OCTaBaTbCsl CaMOil COBON.
K Bedepy NSTHHMLBI OHa ObUIa TaK HecYyacTHa, YTO 3HaJjia
HaBepHAKA: 60JIbllle OHA HE BBUIEPXMT.

W BeyepoM B MATHHIYY CIYYWIOCh CaMoe CKBepHoe. Tétsd
Mapraper ckasana, yTo mocie wKonabl Jloppu AoDKHA oc-
Tatbcss Y JIoKHepoB, NMO3TOMYy €l NMPHLLUIOCH B3ATH TyAa
Koe-Kakue Bellld. Ha 3ToT pa3 oHa B3s1a ¢ co60i MaJIeHbKMI
PasIBIKHOM IUIAHLIET, nMogapoK 6Gabymku Mamnapa. OHa
XoTesia HanucaTb 6abylike ocobeHHoe MMCbMO, 6e3 BCAKHX
HIOHb, TNOTOMY 4TO Korza 0afymka ye3xana B AHIIHIO,
nokrop KpeifToH Kak cieayet oobsicHuI JloppH, 4To €€ HM B
KOeM cllydae Helb3si 6eCIIOKOHUTD.

Ho 3ta Hemenst Obuia Takaa Tsxénasa! Jloppu npocrto
6osunack, YTO HECMOTPA Ha BCE YCWIHMSA, OHA BCE-TaKH MoXa-
Jiyercs 6abyiike Ha YTo-HHOYnb. OHa mucana 6abylIke Kaxayio
Hellemo U He Moria 60Jiblile 3aepXHUBaTh MUCbMO. YepHOBHK
Jloppn nucana Ha MpPOCTOM JMCTKE M3 610KHOTa, a Habeno
cobupanach nepenucaTs Ha ocobeHHoOl GyMare, Toxe nmoaap-
Ke 6abyuiku, c mMeHeM JIoppH Ha KaXaOM JIHCTE.

Jloppu pa3noxuna 6ymary Ha XypHaJbHOM CTOJIMKE, 3a
KoTopbiii e€ ycamwia MHccuc JlokHep. Ho Tyr 3a3BoHmn
TenedoH, U Muccuc JlokHep no3paia eé K TpyoKe — 3BOHWIA
TETs Maprapet, cooblas, 4YTo eif NMpUAETCS 3aNepXaThCs
Honblie O6BIYHOIO, MO3TOMY IyCThb JIOppH €llé MOCHOMT Y
JloxHepos.
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Bo3paxaThb He MMeNO CMbIclIa, HO Bc€ paBHO Jloppu
BO3Bpallajiach Ha3all, MOHYpHB rojosy. U TyT — e€ rmasa
OKPYIIWIKCh H BCce OeAbl HelleJIM pa3oM BLIPBATMCH HapyXy.

— Otnait! — oHa MOTAHYJACh 3a Bellblo, KOoTopylo Katn
BBITAllIIa M3 TUIAHIIETA.

— Her, nait nocMorpers! — KaTH, X0xo4a, OTCKOYWIAa B
CTOPOHY, B3MaxHYB pyKoM, Tak 4uro K3TH He cMoria nors-
HyThco Ao He€. — Kakas 3a6aBHasg Kykoika! Thl 4o cHX nop
urpaeiib B Kykibl, Jloppn? Tonbko MajleHbKHME NETH UIpaloT
B KyKJIBI.

B e€ pyxe Ooxranach crapeHbKas Kykina. HeocTopoXHblii
B3Max — M Xpynkas ¢apdopoBas rojloBKa yaapwiach O CTCHY
M pasjieTeslach Ha THICSTYH KYCOYKOB.

— Mupanga! — Jloppy npeirnyna Ha Katu, pactepsiHHO
cTosBUIyIO Hal (apc¢opoBBIMH OCKOJIKAMM M HM30 BCEX CIJI
ynapwia e€ no weke. — [aii ciona!

— Jla nagHo, 3a6upaii! — K3Tu mBhIpHYna Ge3ronoBoe
Tenbue B JIoppM M OHO yHajlo Ha IUIaHLIeT.

Jloppu moaxBaTWia IUIAHIIET M BCE OCTAJIbHOE M OIPO-
METBIO BBICKOYIWIA K3 KBapTHphl JIokHepoB. OHa BO3WIACh C
3aMKOM, KOra B KOpMIOp Bhibexana muccuc JIokHep.

— B 4ém neno, Jloppu? OtBevaii HeMelJIEHHO!

JloppH OTTONKHYNA PYKY, CXBaTHBUIYIO €€ 3a IUIeYo.

— OcraBbTe MeHs B nokoe! OcTaBbTe Xe Bbl Bceé MEHS B
MOKoe, HAaKOHell! — Tenepb OHa yXe peBejla, HECMOTPS Ha
BCE YCWIHMS He pacIUIaKaThbCH.

— Ho noyemy TH1 ynapuna Katn? JloppH, na ckaxu, 4To
CAYYHIIOCH?

— OcraBbTe MEHS B MOKoe!

Koy HakoHell moman B 3aMOYHYI0 CKBaXHHY, Jloppu
BhIpBajlach M3 pykK MuccHc JlokHep M 6pocwiach BHYTPb.
IInaHmwer U 6ymara pacchinaJIuCh MO MOJY, HO 3TO YXe He
HMMeNI0 HMKaKoro 3HayeHHMsA. To, 4yTo ceiflyac MMeJIo 3Haye-
HHe, OHAa TECHO TpHXMMasa K TPYIOH.

Jloppu 3axyionHysa OBeph NpSMO TNepel HOCOM MMCCHC
JloxHep u noBepHyJa Kmod. OHa ciblliaia, KaK Ta KPHYHT U
GapaGaHHT B O1Bepb. [la MycTh OHHU XOTb Bce cODepyTCd — OHa
HHM 33 4yTO He OoTKpoeT! Huyero He BuUAa oT cnés, Jloppu
paccrenwia KpoBaTh M Opocunack Ha opaesisio. MupaHnma
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OonbHO Kojona eif rpyab, Ho Jloppu He B cwiax Obuia
CMOTpETHh Ha €€ 00e3IIaRIeHHOE TeJO.

MupaHnzaa 6bsu1a ocobeHHas. OHa 6bUIa He POCTO KYKJIOH,
OHa ObUIa noytH XuBass. U oHa ObUl1a OYeHb, OYEHDb CTApOM.
Einé e€ 6abyiuka urpajia c Hel, Koraa caMa 6pU1a MajJleHbKasl,
M Mrpaja 4Ype3BblYailHO OCTOPOXHO, MOTOMY YTO YX€ TOraa
Mpupanaa 6sU1a ocobeHHOM KyKinoi. Benb u 6abyiuke Kykimy
nogapuia e€ coObcTBeHHas 0abyiika. DToil KyKoiKe Obuio
6oJibllie, YyeM cTO JieT! A Tenepb — Tenepb MupaHaa npespa-
TWIach B HHYTO!

Jloppu nepekaTwiach Ha 00K M MOCMOTpejia HA OCTaHKH.
MasieHbKHe PYYKH, cAeIaHHBIE M3 KOXH, OCTAJIMCh LeJIbl, H
HOXKHM B KPacHO-0e/IbIX MOJIOCATBIX YYJOYKAX M YEPHBIX
6oTMHOYKaXx — ToXe. Ho H3-moa BopoTa cTapoMOIHOIO
IUIaThA, CEJIAaHHOTO pyKaMM 0alylliKM, BBIIJISLAbIBAT TOJbKO
3a3yOpeHHbIH ocKoJioK. M ronosa 1 miedyn noruoiau. Mupas-
Ja yMmepia, u yowna eé Katn! Hukorna, Hukorna 6osblie oHa
He Oyner pasroBapuBaTh ¢ K3t JlokHep! Hukorna, Hukorna
6GoJblle OHA He TMEPECTYIHT NMOopor KBapTHphl JIokHepoB!

Bcé ew€ BCXIMMbIBAas H IVIOTas cNé€3bl, JIoppH noaHsiach
Cc KpoBaTH H momouvia K wxady. OHa BeITAlIWIA OTTYAQ
CTapblif TUIATOK — TOXe Tmnoaapok 6abymku — Msrkoro
TUIOTHOTO 1IE/KA, MOXENTEBIIHI OT BpEMEHH, a B YIUTy 6bU1a
BoIIIMTA GoJblast ToJcTasg OykBa «I» M y30pYHMK BOKPpYT.
Koraa-To 3TOT IaTokK npHHamiexan otuy 6abyiikm.

Jloppu ocTopoxHo 3aBepHysJa MupaHay B miatox. Mu-
paHza yMepia U JloppH HEBBIHOCHMO OBUIO JaXe CMOTPETHb
Ha He€. A Belb €€ MOTYT NPOCTO BHIOPOCHTL B MYCOp, CJIOBHO
KaKylo-TO CTapyl0 nojioMaHHylo Kykiy. Her, MupaHma He
nonaa€r B MycopHbIii 6aKk. OHa Oyner JiexaTrb B OCOOEHHOM
MecTe, TaKoM, [I€ JIETOM 3allBETYT LIBETHI.

M 310 Mecto — Jdom-BoceMucteHok! JloppH HaTsHyna
mwiau ¥ wanoyky. OHa BBILUIA Yepe3 YEPHBIA XoH, cXuUMas
Mmupanay B pyke, H THXO CIIyCTWIAch MO CTYIEHbKAM. YXe
TEMHeJIO, HO MATH eil ObUIo Hepaneko. B mpyroii pyke oHa
Jepxaiia 60/bLIYIO JIOXKY, KOTOPYIO CTallliia U3 KyXOHHOTO
wkada. Eo oHa BbIKOMaeT MOTWIKy. JInib Obl 3eMia 6buU1a
HE O4YeHb NPOMEP3TION.
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Jloppu npobexasia MHMO CTOSSHKH, NOTOM IO yiHUE, H
HaKoHell fo6pajach 1o BOpOT, Yepe3 KOTophie Kapabkajiach B
cBOi1 nepBbIif BU3UT. OHa He yBHZIe1a B JOME HHKAKHUX OTHEH,
a JepeBbs M KYCThl JeJaIM ero ocobeHHo MpauyHbIM. Ho
Jloppu Oblna CIMIIKOM omeyaleHa, YTobbl GOSIThCA.

YT106BI OTKPBITE BOPOTa, XaJUTH YTO-TO CAejIalla C BEpXHUM
npyroM. Ho oHa-to cTrodna c¢ apyroii cropoHbl. Tak 4rO
Jloppu npuaércs cHoBa Kapabkarbcs. Tak oHa M XoTena
coenaTbh, M yXe€ yXBaTWIach pyKO#l 3a MpyT, KOraa BOpoTa
MoAaJMCh M NPHOTKPLUIKCh, Kyda Jierde, 4eM Korga HX oT-
KpbiBasia Xawtd, u Jloppu oka3anach Ha HMOKDPHITOM TEHAMU
KMPIUYHON TOPOXKE.

Kiym6s1, KTymM6B1 32 nIOMOM. TaM, HaBepHoOe, OyneT Jerde
konats. He o6painas BHuMaHusg Ha TeHH, Jloppu 3aToponu-
Jlach K KIyMbaMm y OacceiiHa. TaM oHa mpHcesia U IpUHsiiach
KONAaTh SIMKY JIOXKOM.

Berpa He ObUIO, MO3TOMY OHA cpa3y Yychbillaja CTYyK.
Jloppu obGepHynach M mocMoTpena Ha IoM. B okHe, koTopoe
paHblile ObUIO 3alUTOPEHO, Telepb ropey CBET, HEAPKHH, HO
XEHUIWHY, HAKIIOHMBLIYIOCS K CTEKJY, BUIHO ObUIO XOPOILLO.
U 310 6bUTa HEe Xa/UTH.

Chxavana Jloppu ucmyranach, Yyepecyyp HMCHyrajiach, Aaxe
yTOOBI YOexxath. Ho 3aTeM OHa pasrisigena, 4To XeHIIHHA He
XMYPHTCS, H JJaXe HH YYyTOYKH He CepOMTCs, KaK Mojarajoch
6bI, KOTAa BMAHMLIb, KAK KTO-TO KOMaeT SIMKY B TBOEM calny.
BMecTo 3TOro oHa ynmiGasach, a Tenepb Oaxe IoMaxaja
Jloppm pykoii, yKazaB B CTOPOHY YEPHOIO XOJa.

Jloppn HeMHoOro mnokxosebanach, a 3aTeM MNOAHSUIACh Ha
HOTH, Bc€ ellé npxkuMasi MupaHny K ce6e. XKeHIIMHa elé
pa3 MocTy4yajla B CTEKJIO, CHOBA yKa3aB Ha 3aJHIOIO OBEpb.
Jloppn KMBHy/a M 3alIarajia no JOpPOXKe.

He ycnena Jloppu NoaHATLCS MO CTyNeHbKaM, Kak ABEpb
OTKpbUIaCh M HaBCTpedy 3ayibibanach Xasuiu.

— A-a, mucc Jloppu, 3axoaure, 3axonure! Mucc DurmMua
yXe Xa€ET Bac!

Jloppu Bolia B NpuxoXyio. HecMOTpsi Ha CBETWIBHHMK Ha
CTeHe, YIIbl Npuxoxer ObUIH TeMHB. KOMHaTKa ObLna Tpey-
TOJIbHasi, M B KaXION CTeHEe — JABEPb; OOHA BeJla Ha KyXHIO,
Jloppu 3aMeTwia KpaelleK IUTHTBI. A BTOpasi OTKPBIBAJach B
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KOMHATy ¢ TeM 3alllTOpeHHbIM OKHOM. M Xamwm KuBana Kak
pa3 Ha He€.

— 3axoauTe, 3aXoqHTe NMPSAMO Tyaa.

HeoxunauHo Jloppu opobena. Jlenn B oxHe yiabibanach u
Ka3ajnach JpyXeoOHOM, HO OHA He TIpMIJaliajia €€ B KOM-
HaTy.

10 6BUIA caMas CTpaHHas KOMHaTa, KoTopyio Jloppu
BHIeNa B XU3HU. CBeT — a TaM ObUIO JOCTATOYHO CBeTa —
JWICA M3 JIaMII M MeplLaBlIMX cBeueil. Ha okxHax, nmosepx
GeIbIX KPYXXEeBHbIX rapAUH, BUCEJIM KpacHble 6apXaTHbIe LITO-
Pbl, 2 Ha TOJIy JieXal KpacHbIif KOBEP. B LileHTpe KOMHAThI
cTos1 OOJIbLION CTOJN, a HA HEM — JABa KaHAaena6pa u 6buU10
Pa3N0XeHO MHOXECTBO BCAKOI BCSTYMHBI. A ClieBa pacrnoJa-
raicds KaMHH, B HEM Tropesl OroHb, a TNepel KAMHHOM Ha
KOBpHKe Jiexana CabuHa.

MexXay CTOJIOM H OKHOM CTOSUIO KPecjio C BbITHYTHIMH
PYYKAMH M BBICOKOM CIMHKOIl, a B Kpecjie CHOeaa JICOH.
Jlenn, oneras B ruaThe ¢ Y3KOi TaiMeil M IJIMHHOM TIBLILITHOM
100K0i, KaKk y Xamwm. Tonbko 3TO IUiaThe OBUIO CTPaHHO-
3eJIEHOro LBeTa, W NIMHHBIA dapTrydyek ObU1 He Oenblii co
cOopkaMH, Kak y Xawm, a U3 4€pHoii TadThl, a Mo KpasM Ha
HEM SIPKHMMHM LBETHBIMH 1I€JIKAMH ObUTH BBILUMTHI OJIECTSALIHE
nBeThl M ITHLHL. Jlenn ObUIa coBceM cenoif, HO BOJIOCHI BCE
ell€ ObUTH TyCTHIMH — TYTYIO KOCY, YJIOXEHHYI0O BOKPYT
roJIOBbl, 3aKpeIUsUIa TEMHO-KpacHas JIEHTa C YEPHBIMH KpY-
XeBaMH. '

Ha xoneHsax nexanu GoNblUINe MSUIbLLI, CJIOBHO OHA TOJMb-
KO YTO OTOpPBaJiach OT paboThI, a Ha NsUIbLaxX 6bUIO pacTIHYTO
NOJIOTHO C HANOJIOBUHY BbIIIMTON KapTHHKOM. Ceiyac eé
PYKH NMOKOWJIMCh Ha NMOMIOKOTHHKAX Kpecjia, a Ha mHaabLaxX
61ecTeIo MHOXeECTBO KoJiell, NOYTH BCe YKpallleHHble Kpac-
HBIMM KaMHsAMH. ['paHaTel, qoraganaces Jloppu, oHa BHaena
TakMe Xe y 6a0ylIK, TOJBKO Ta HOCHJIA MX PelKo.

Ha rpyan XeHUMHBEI MOGJIECKMBAIO OXepeibe U3 TaKHX
Xe KaMHeH, a B yulax — cepéxxu. OHa He 6bU1a moxoxa HHU
Ha OAHY M3 JielM, KOTOpbIX BuIena Jloppm, HO B 3Toit
KOMHaTe OHa 6bL1a HacTosilieH JIeou.

— Tlonorinu 6mike, Jloppu. [aii-ka s mMocMOTpI0O Ha
Mupanny.
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OHa npoTsaHyJIa PYKY H KOJbLia OJIECHY/IH B CBETE KaMHHa.

JloppH AaXe He MOKA3aJIOCh CTPAHHBIM, YTO MHCC DLUIMHUA
3HAET, YTO OHA JNEPXMT 3aBEPHYTHIM B IUIATOK.

Mucc DumMua npuKphUIa CBEPTOK BTOPOH PYKOM, TaK 4TO
Mmupanaa okazajiach MeXxny e€ nanoHamu. Hecxonbko MrHo-
BEHMii OHA CHIeJia HEMOABIXHO, a 3aTeM 3aroBOpWIa:

— B Mupe 10MaeTcs M pBETCS MHOXECTBO Beleid, JloppH.
Ho cyiiecTByeT M Takas Belllb, KaK MIVIa C HUTKOH, YTOOBI
3alIUTh npopexy. Eciin, KoHeYHO, XBATHT XeJIaHUS M TepIie-
Hus. Hukorma He TOpPONHMChH, MOTOMY YTO CNELIKA MOXET
NMpPEeBPaTUTh MAJIEHbKYIO HENPHATHOCTh B OOJIbLIOE Tope.
Jlyyine ckaxmu, 4To Thl AyMaellb 00 3ToM?

U oHa noka3ajia Ha YTO-TO, JieXaBllee C JPYroii CTOPOHBI
crona. Jloppu nogouuia mnobamxe U yBUAeNa KI;Y)KCBHOﬁ
oTpe3. KpyxeBa ObUTH HaCTOJILKO HEXHbIE U KPacCHBBIE, YTO
OHa HHM 3a YTO He ocMenWiach Obl MOTporaTtb HMX, XOTs eu
O4YeHb 3axoTenoch. KpyXeBo BHIIISAENIO CIOBHO TNAyTHMHKa,
ecid Obl Kakoi-HHOyAb MayK pellml TKATb Y30pOM, a He
KpyTraMH, Kak o6srdHo. Ho HeckonbKo HUTel O6bUIO MOpBaHoO,
H B y30pe obGpa3oBaiach Ablpa, KOTOpasi BCE MOPTHJIA.

— ITocnewnimp — moaeii HaCMELIHIIb, — MHCC DIIMHI
nokadana ronoBoit. — Tenepb, YTOObBI TOYHHUTD 3TO, YHIET
Kyza GoJibllle BpeMEHH H TEPNEHUS.

— Ho MupaHay yxe He MOYHHHILb, — Bo3pa3uia JloppH.
— Eé€ ronoBa packononach Ha MeJKHE KYCOYKH.

— IMocMOTpHM, — KMBHY/A XeHIIHHA, BCE e€llI€ HE pa3BoO-
paunBasi MmupaHay, 4ToObl B3DJISHYTH Ha Heé. — A TOKa,
JloppH, 4TO THI 34eCh XouYellb MocMOTpeTh? CMOTpH KakK
clenyeT, He Toponsck. Ho, — TyT Mucc D1uMun yasiGHynach,
— CMOTPH INla3aMH, a He PYKaMH.

Jloppu xuBHyna. «PykaMn He TporaTthb», mogymaia oHa Mpo
cebs1. OHa -MomIa Gbl M QBIPKHYTb OT TAKOIO Tpeaymnpexne-
HHUs, OHa Belb yXe He pe6éHok. Ho mnoyemy-To Takoe
3aMe4yaHHe ObUIo 31ech K MecTy. M oHa crajla cMOTpeTh IO
CTOpOHaM, 06X0lsi KOMHATy KPYTOM.

A nocMoTtpeTh 6bUIO Ha yTO! Ha cTeHax BHceM KApTHHBI
B TSDKEJBIX paMaX, HEKOTOPhIE CJIMIIKOM TIOTEMHEBLIHE, YTO-
6B MOXHO GBUIO XOTh YTO-TO PacCMOTpPeTh. JIoppH NMoKa3anocs,
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YTO HEKOTOpbIe U3 HUX — KYCKH TKAHM, 3 PUCYHOK clie/laH He
KHCTBIO U KpackaMH, a HIJoil M HUThI0. Ha cnuHke nuBaHa
JieXana KBaJpaTHas cajideTka ¢ BEJMKOJICITHOW BBILIUBKOM
KpecTHKOM — OykeT LiBeToB. CHIEHbE M CIIHHKAa KaXIOro
CTyJia ObUIM yKpallleHbl ITOXOX€ei BBILIMBKOIM.

A Hax KaMHHOM BHcCeJ robesieH, KOTOpbIii HAoNTo 3a1ep-
xan BHuMaHHe Jloppu. K TEMHOMY Jiecy cKakaiu philiaph U
€ro opyXeHocell, a Ha MepeaHeM TUIaHe CMOTpeJia UM BCleq
JIEBYLLIKA B TUIaThe TAKOTO Xe 3eJIEHOIO LBEeTa, YTO U Ha MHCC
DmmMua. OHa Obu1a 6ocast, a H3-NOA THPJISTHABI OeNbIX L[BETOB
Ha IUIeYd cBOOOAHO MajaiM TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI.

— 3910 [IpuHuecca-U3-T'obeneHa.

JloppH -0GepHynach.

— 310 cka3ka? — crpocuia JeBOYKa.

— 9710 cKa3kKa, JIoppH. A cMBIC]T TOH CKA3KH TaKOB: JIy4llle
CHHMIIA B pPyKaX, YeM XypaBlb B Hebe... HO NMOMHH H O
Xypapiie. bynb HOBOJIbHA MalbiM, HO He 3abbIBaifi O CBOMX
Meutax. Koraa-1o 3ta npuHuecca 6bU1a JOYEPBIO KOPOJIS U Y
He€ ObUTO BCE, yTO Aylie yronHo. Ho motoM ans eé otua
HaCTYTIWIM TSDKKHE OHH, a e€ caMy Bparu CXBaTWIH U 3aTOYH-
M B OawHI0. U BcE, 4TOo Yy HEe€ ocTajoch — 3TO OAHH HU3
NMoAapKoB KPECTHOM: BCEro JIMLIL 30JI0TAasi MTOJIOYKA.

U Toraa npuHuEcca HayYwiach LIMTb, YTOOBI JIaTaTh CBOIO
HM3HOCHBLIYIOCSl ofiexny. M Tak nmpekpacHa 6bula e€ pabora,
TaK CJIOXHAa M H3BICKAHHA, YTO Y3yplnaTop, 3aHMABIUHHA TPOH
€€ OTLa, 3aCTaBWI IPHMHIIECCY COTKATh HOBbIE ONEXIbI A
€ero cooCTBEeHHOM JOYEpH, HOBOM NMpPHHLECCHI. A OHA IOCTe-
NEHHO POCJ/ia, CTAHOBMWJIACH CTAaplle H cTapee, HO HUKOMY He
6bUI0 IO 3TOrO Aena.

M Torma oHa npuHsiach TKaTh robeireH. CHayana oHa
BBIIIWIA pHILIAaps U €ro OpyXeHoclia, a 3aTeM TEMHBIN Jiec
Mo3ajay, a 3aTeM JIYT ¥ TpaBy — BCE, KpOMe OJHOIO MecTa Ha
nepeqHeM IUlaHe. OmgHa U3 JodYepeil y3ypnaTtopa MpHIILUIA,
9TOo6BI NMpPHUKA3aTh €l CUIMTh HOBOE IUIaThe, HO YBUIAEB robe-
JIeH, BMECTO 3TOro NpHKa3aja el nocKopee 3aKaHYMBaTh €ro,
YTO6bI MOBECUTh Ha CTEHE Ha CBOM CBaleOHBIN MUp.

U npuHuecca TKana BCIO HOYb, YTOOBI 3aKOHYUTHL €ro. A
HieByllIKa, KOTOPYI0O OHa BBIIIMBAJIa Ha OCTAaBLIEMCS MeECTe,
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6bU1a TaK Xe MOoJIola M KpacuBa, KaK M OHa caMa, Koraa obuia
ell€ cosceM MoJionoi. M xorma ObU1 3aKOHYEH MOCJIEeIHMMA
CTEXOK, MpHHILIecca McYe3Na U3 OAllHH, U HUKTO C TEX MOp
HHMKOIZa He BHIeEN e€.

— WM oHa... yuia B robeneH?

— Taxk rosopsit. Ha caMoM-To fesie OHa Hallla Kakou-To
MyTh K cBOOOJE, H TOJILKO €€ NOPTPET Ha robesieHe HAaNOMM-
HaeT HaM 00 e€ ucropuu. Ho g BMXy, 4TO TeOsT THETET
Kakasi-To cBosi Mctopusi, Jloppu. Uto npousouwuio?

MU cama He 3Hag mnodyeMmy, JloppH BBIIUIECHY/IA BCE, 4TO
CIIYYWIOCH 3a 3TY TSLKEJYIO HeAelo, H MHOroe ApYroe, YTo
JABHO yXe KOIMWJIOCh B Heil, JOJro-A0JIro He JaBajio MOKos.

— W THI roBopHMINb, YTO MO-HACTOSILIEMY HEHaBHAMLIbL
Katu, noporas? Tonpko notoMy, YTo OHa cioMayia MupaH-
ny?

Jloppy omycTwia ra3a Ha MOTOK LIEJKA Ha KOJIEHSIX Y
MHCC DIIMUA.

— Her, HaBepHoe, 1 He TO, YTOOH HeHaBHXYy e€... U 4...
MHe XaJlb, YTO s1 yoapwia e€é. OHa Belb He XoTesla pa3OouTh
Mmupanay.

— Henasuctp — 6onbllioe U XecTokoe caoBo, Jloppu. He
TOBOPH O Hel, MOKa Thl He Oyaellb B 3TOM yBepeHa. Thl Obuta
HeCYacT/IMBa, H NIO3TOMY BHeE/Ia BOKPYT TOJILKO HEMPHATHbIE
pelid. Thl MoOBeJla KPUBYIO CTPOYKY, H Telephb CTEXKH IpH-
OETCS pacnaphiBaTh M LIMTh 3aHOBO. Ho 3TO HyXHO nenars,
HMHaye NMepBOHAYAJIbHLIN 3aMbicesl MONUAET HACMapKYy.

— MHe Ob1 xoTenocs, — Jloppu noMcKana rjiasaM KyKiy,
— MHe OBl XOTeJIOCh OCTaThCs 3[€Ch.

— Trol He xoyelb BO3BpaLIaThcsd IOMO# K TéTe Mapraper?
— B rosioce MUcC DLIMMI TYT Xe€ 3a3BYy4aIM pe3KHe HOTHI.

— Her, HeT, g He TO XoTena cka3aTh... SI XoTesa cKa3aTh,
MOXHO MHE XOTb MHOFAA MPUXOAUTH ciofa?

Miucc SuMua noMaHuIA eé:

— Hnu Xo MHe, IHTA MOE.

JloppH o6ouwuia BOKpPYT CTO/a, H BCTajIa NMPAMO Tepe] MHCC
SuIMHA, MeXOy IUIbLAaMH ¢ He3aKOHYEHHOM BBILIMBKOM H
CTOJIMKOM CO CABHMTIalOLIEHCS KPBILUKOM, Mo KOTOPO# oKa3a-
JIOCh MHOXECTBO MAaJIEHBbKUX OTAENIeHHH, HaNOJHEeHHBIX
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KATyIIKAMH M  MOTOYKAMM SPKOIO LBETHOro WIEJKa H
LIEPCTH.

Pyka Mucc DumMuUA npHnogHsUia €€ moadbopoaoK, crapas
e HaKIOHWIach M 3arfisiHyna Jloppu mnpsMo B rjasa.
Jloppu noka3ajioch, YTO OHA YMTAET BCE €€ MBICIIH, U HEOXH-
JAaHHO € CTajlo CTbIOHO 3a KOe-KakKMe M3 HHX, M OHa
nonpo6oBajia OTBEPHYTHCA OT 3TON0 MPUCTAIBHOIO B3I/A1a,
HO He cMorja.

A moTtoM MHcC DUIMHI KHBHY/A.

— Hy, MoxeT ObITb, MBI 4TO-HHOYAL MpHAyMaeM. A Te-
nepb, Jloppu, 1 HamHlIy 3aHCKY, KOTOPYIO Thl OTHECELIb
cBoeii TéTe, YTOOBI OHAa 3Hajla, rae Thl ObUia. A MmupaHay
OCTaBb MHe. DTo Jiyyllle, YeM XOPOHHUTDb €€ B MOEM caly, KakK
Thl cobHpasacek.

Bepxom na 6enom xone

Jloppu noHypo BbiTHMpasia HOrM B Kopumope. OHa 3Hana,
YTO AOJ/DKHA CcAejaTh — IIO3BOHMTh B ABepb JIOKHEpOB.
JloppH 4yBcTBOBaJla, YTO €CJIM ceiyac Xe He cAesaeT 3Toro,
TO NOBepHETCS M cHOBa cOexuT. IIpo3BeHeNn 3BOHOK, OHa
nocMoTpena B JHuo K3TH M TOpOIUIMBO NMporoBopuia:

— HW3BuHM, 4TO 1 TEbs ynapwna.

— Mawm, 310 Jloppu! Cayiait, TBost T€TH 3aech. OHM Tebs
Be3ne uckanu, — KaTu cxsaTtwina e€ 3a okoTbh. — Cayinaii,
MaMa MHe TaKylo B3Oy4Ky Aaja 3a TBOIO KyKiy. I He xoTena,
YECTHO.

Jloppu xuBHyna. 3a cnuHoii y Kath crosna Téts Mapra-
peT. OHa Mpa4Ho nocMoTpea Ha JIoppH M B3sia €€ 3a IUICYH.

— Toiiném, Jloppu. A nymalo, 9To TeGe ecTb YTO CKa3aTh
U MHuccuc JlokHep.

Jloppu cHoBa KHBHYJIa. B ropie y He€ cTos1 KOMOK, H OT
3TOr0 rojioc Apoxaj, Koraa Jloppu 3aroBopuia ¢ MHCCHC
Jlokuep:

— HWsBuHuTe MeHs. S He pomxHa 6bula 6uTh Katu. U
yberaTb TOXe.

— Jla, He mosokHa. Ho u K3TH He gonmxma 6bula G6paTh
TBOIO KyKi1y. TBosi TET OOBACHWIA MHE, YTO OHAa 3HaYWwia
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s Tebd. A riae oHa? Moxer ObITh, €€ MOXHO HCIpPaBHTb?

— Her, — Jloppu He Morjia mIsigeTh B IVla3a MUCCHC
JloxHep. — E€ y MeHs Gonblue HeT.

— S nymalo, yro Ha cerogHs JloppH yXe NpUYHHWIA
JIOCTAaTOYHO HempusaTHocTei, Muccuc JlokHep. MBI Jyylie
nonaéM OJOMOH.

. Pyka TétTM Mapraper noaronksHyna Jloppu K ABepH HX
KBapTHphl. BHYTpH OHa cO B3JOXOM ycenach B CTOPOHKeE,
ocTaBuB Jloppu cTosTh y Bxoma. T€Td ypoHHsa TOJIOBY Ha
IUIeY0, 3aKphblla IJla3a H BAPYT IOKA3aJach TAKO# YCTaJIOii...
Jloppu moBo3wiack ¢ MOJIHMEM, cTallla KypTKy C IUIeY.
KypTka ynaja Ha noji, a U3 KapMaHa BbINajl KOHBEPTHK C
3amMCKoi OT MHcc JwMua. Jloppu MNogHsUIAa 3alMCKy H
NPHHSIACh KPYTHTL €€ B DYKaX, He 3Hagd, YTO CKa3aTh.

— He 3Halo, yTo c TO6OI1 AenaTh, Jloppu. BTOT... nober, n
Tbl ynapwia Katu JlokHep. OHa TONBKO XOTejla NMOCMOTPETH
TBOIO Kykiy. Eciv Tl He XoTesa moKa3blBaTh €it Mupanay, To
3a4eM BooOle B3ssa e€ Tyna?

— MupaHnaa nexana y MeHs B IulaHuwete. S B3sia ero,
yTo6Bbl HamucaTb NMUCHMO OalbyllKe.

Ecnu T€ra M pacciblliasa €€ cloBa, TO He oOpaTWia Ha
HUX BHHMaHHMsA. OHa CHOBa B3[OXHYJla M MOJHSJIACh TakK,
CJIOBHO 3TO TpeGOBaJIO GOJIBLLIOINO YCWIHS.

— A cmmuxoM ycrana, 4To6Bl ceifyac roBOPHTHL ¢ TOOOIA,
Jloppu. Ornpapnsiicsi B CBOIO KOMHATy M NMOAYMaif O TOM, 4YTO
Tol cerogHs caenaina. [lomymaii kak creayer.

M oHa HampaBWIach Ha KYXHIO.

— Tera, 1 Xe ewlé He HaKpbLUIa Ha CTOM.

— A nymalo, 4TO ¢ 3TMM NpPEKpPacHO YMpaBlioch M 6e3
Te6. U a xouy, 4yToGbl ThI HEMHOIO MOAyMaJZia HaJi CBOHM
noseaeHueM, Jloppu. HememneHHo!

Jloppu nomnenacsy B cnanbHO. [IMcbMO OHa mosloxwia Ha
MaJieHbKW# cronuK. Tenepb oHO GbLIO yXe HeBaxHo. TéTa
Mapraper paccepawiace U — 4to 6bUTO XyXe — Jloppm
nocTtaBwia et 60isb. JloppH ycenach Ha nyQHK nepea HOYHBIM
CTOJIMKOM, TNOCMOTpeJia Ha CBO€ OTpaXeHHe B 3epKale H
3aKphbUIa JMLO PyKaMH.

IMoaymaii 0 TOM, YTO TBI CHOeNalia CErOQHs, CKasajla TETH
Mapraper. Ceidac eit TpyaHo 6bU10 AaXe NOHSATh, YTO HMEH-
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HO CIy4HWIOCh, a ell€ TpyAHee oTragaTh — nodeMy. OHa He
xoTena uatH K Jlokuepam, a motoM KastH ¢ MwupaHnoi...
rooBa MupaHIbl ¢ XpYCTOM pa36HBaeTcsl O CTEHKY... pyKa
Jloppn Ha wmeke Ka3TH. A 3aTteM 3Ta HIes MOXOPOHMTH
Mupanny... oHa Haétr K Jomy-BocbMHCTEHKYy M BCTpedaeT
TaM MHCC DUIMMI — M YTO TaM cKaszajJa MHcc OwmmMua?
INocnewup — moaeil HaCMELMULIb...

Jloppu nocrana u3 KXopoOGOYKH B BEpXHEM SHIHKe Gymax-
Hblii HOCOBOH IUIaTOK, NMPOMOKHYJIAa IVla3a M BRICMOPKAJACH.
Ceityac eii OpU10 Xanb K3t M Heyno6Ho 3a To, 4TO OHa
JocTaBusia MuccHc JlokHep M T€ETe MaprapeT cTo/IbKO HENPH-
SITHOCTEH. A BOT O TOM, YTO OHA BCTPETHIACh C MHCC DLUIMHUI,
Jloppu HH KanenbKy He XajieJla — HaobopoT, oHa 6bUia paja.

— Jloppu! — no3Bana T€ra Mapraper.

— Hay, — orosBanach Jloppu, NocjeaIHWii pa3 yTepeB
MoKpacHEeBLIHE IN1a3a.

Téra Mapraper yxe cuaena 3a croioM. Jloppu THxo
CKOJIb3HYJIa Ha CBOE MECTO HallpoTHB. B naATHHLY OHM 06bIY-
HO TNOTOBWIH YTO-HMOyIb ocoGeHHOe, M BooOlle 310 ObuLa
MaJIeHbKMIi Mpa3sgHUK, HO ceroaHs... Jloppu B3noxHyna.

— Téra Mapraper... — KOMOK B IropJjie oKa3ajicsi TaKUM
OONBbIUIMM, YTO €if Aaxe CTalo TPYAHO IoTaTh. — VI3BHHUTE
MEHH...

— Jla, ceifyac Tl H3BHHselLIbes, JIoppH. A BOT Haforo Ju
XBaTHUT TBOMX H3BHHEHHi? WM onsATh BBIKMHEWIb YTO-HH-
6ynb Takoe? Tl Xe 3Haelllb, YTO S C YIOBOJILCTBUEM MPOBOAMIIA
6Bl ¢ TOGOI Gonbiie BpeMeHH. Ho s1 He Mory. U s He Mory
OCTaB/SITh Tebs1 onHy. Muccuc JIokHep Gonblie YyeM po6pa K
HaM. U kxak Twl e€ orbGnarogapuna?

JloppHu momnepxHynach, yCTAaBUBUIHCH B TapeJKy.

— JloppH, s NOHKUMAIO, YTO XHU3Hb 3€Ch Hernoxoxa Ha Ty,
Korza Tel Xwia y 6abyiuxu Mawapa. Ho gokycHuyaTs u3-3a
3Toro?

Jloppu mone3na B KapMaH 3a IUIaTKOM.

— WM Huyero yaMBHTENbHOTO, YTO Y TeOsl HET Apy3eH, pa3
Thl Takas Hegotpora. Korna Katu mpurnaiaer tebs Kyaa-
HHUOYIb CXOOUTB, Thl BCETAa N'OBOPHIID «HeT». Thl He 3arucanach
HM B OOMH 1UKOJbHBIHA KIy6. Muccuc PaiiMoHa Xamyercs
MHe, 9TO Ha 6oJblIoli NepeMeHe Thl Bceraa CHIMLIb, YTKHYB-
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UIMCh B KHHIY, TIOKA YYHTENb HE MOJIPOCHT — WIH 3aCTaBHT
— Tebs BKIIOYHMTBCA B UIpy. A MOHHMMAIO, YTO B NEpBbIe AHH
TeGe BCE 3TO Kasaloch HE3HAKOMELIM M cTpaHHBIM. Ho ceii-
Yac-TO 3TO He TakK, M Thl BNOJIHE Morja Obl ¢ KeM-HHUOynb
TIOAPYXUTHCA.

Térs Mapraper OTOABHHYJIa TapeiKy, CIOBHO €H TOXe
KyCOK B TIopJio He Jie3, M B3sulacb 3a Kode. OHa mnwia
MeUICHHbIMH IVIOTKAMH, HAXMYPHUBILHKCH, TaK YTO MOPIINHBI
Ha JIGy BBICTYIIHJIH OCOOEHHO OTYETJIMBO.

— A yTO TH caenana ¢ MupaHmoii? — HeOXHIaHHO
CIIpOCHIA OHa.
— A otHecna eé B JJoM-BOCBMHCTEHOK, — THXO-THXO,

MOYTH IIENOTOM NpH3Hanach Jloppu.

— B... B lom-BocsMucrenok? boxe, noyemMy? — B rojoce
TETH TPO3BYYAJIO HENIPUKPHITOE H3yMJIEHHUE.

— A xoTtena noxopoHUTb MHpaHAay, a He NPOCTO BBIOpO-
CHTb €€ Ha MYCOPKY. A TaM ecCTb cal.

— A OTKyZa Thl NIPO HEro 3Haellb?

M Jloppm paccka3ana 0 KOTEHKe, O TOM, KaK OHa IO3Ha-
KOMMJIAch ¢ XaJUIM, H O TOM, KAaK CETOAHS NoMnajia B TOCTHHYIO
K MHcc Dumua. Iloka oHa pacckasbiBajia BCIO 3Ty HCTOPHIO,
BC€ €€ OropyeHMe KyJa-To YyLUIO, M OHa CHOBa CMOrJa
MOAHATH I71a3a Ha TETIO.

— ...H OHa Hanwucana Tebe 3anucky, — Jloppu 6pocunach
B KOPHIOP, H BEpHY/IaCh C KOHBEPTHKOM, KOTOPLIH MOJIOXH-
Jla Ha cTton nepen T€teit Mapraper.

Téra pacneyaTtana KOHBepT, H JIoppH MeNbKOM 3aMeTHIA,
KaKHM YIHBHTCJIBHBIM TIOYEPKOM HAIUCAHO ITHCBMO — He
TMOXOXHWM HH Ha YTO, C 3aBHUTYLIKAMM H TNETeNbKaMH, COBCEM
KaK yKpallleHMsl Ha 3apXaBeBIIMX XeJIe3HbIX BOPOTaXx.

Térss Mapraper aBaXabl Npowia 3allMCKYy M CEpAWTBIH
B3I, CMEHWICA YIMBIEHHBIM. OHa ell€ pa3 NMpHIIsSAeNach
K TMOANKCH U MoBepHyJach K Jloppu.

— Miucc DuMma... X04eT, YTOOBI THI 3aBTPa NpPHUILILUIA K HEH
B roctu. Ha nenniii neHb.

A Moxno? Jloppu naxe He cMena cnpaumuBars. He myc-
TUTb €€ — T€Te MaprapeT BNOJIHE MOIJIO IIPUHTH B TOJIOBY H
Takoe, YToObI KaK cleayeT Haka3aTb. O, eCIM TONBKO OHa eé
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orryctut, JloppH chenaer Bc€, YTO TOJALKO €€ HM OynyT
3aCTaBIATbh — XOAMTb Ha GWIBMBI YXacoB BMecTe ¢ KaTH,
UrpaTh B 6ackeT601, M €C/IM OHHM AYMAIOT, YTO €M JOCTABIsAET
yIOBOJILCTBHE 3aHHMATLCA BCSIKOH epyHIOH, OHa byleT 3aHH-
MaThCsl BCSIKOHM epyHIoi, JHlIb Obl ToNbKO... Y Jloppn gaxe
He NOBOpPAYMBAJICS A3BIK yNpallMBaTh WM obewats. OHa He
IOraJbIBAJIaCh, YTO 3aropeBLIMECS I71a3a H YMOJISIIolIee BbIpa-
XeHHe JIMLa TOBOPWIM 33 Hee€.

— Hy xopowmo, — Térd Mapraper cnpsitana 3anHcKy
o0paTHO B KOHBepT. — CXoxWl1ib.

OTO pelleHHe CJIOBHO Pa30THAJI0 HAa KyXHe BCe YEpHbBIE
Ty4H. TE€TS MpHUHsIAach 3a YXHH, U JIoppH Toxe BIPYT NOYYB-
CTBOBaIa cebsi yXXacHO rofoaHoii. OHa CIVIOTHYJIAa — KOMOK
B ropjie nponaj U Bc€ KpPyroM MOKA3aJioch €il MpocTo Mpe-
KPacCHBIM.

B 3TOT Beuep OHa cAenana BCcE NoMalllHee 3alaHHe, ABAX-
OBl MpOBEepWIa MaTeMaTHKy, a TETS Mapraper B 3TO BpeMms
Koprnena Hal CBOMMHM 6GyMaraMHM M 3CKM3aMH Ha [JpYIoM
KOHLe crona. Jloppn noarsHyna K cebe OoOMH HabpoCoOK,
ciy4aifHO MomnaBlIHi MeXay YepHoBHKaMH. IlocMoTpeB Ha
HapHCOBAaHHOE Kpecsio, MoYeMy-TO cpa3y nokKa3aBlieecs 3Ha-
KOMBIM, OHa BIPYT NMOHWIA, YTO BHAE/IA TOYHO TAKOE Xe — B
KOMHaTe MHcCc DIMHI. TONbKO 3TO C 30JIOTHCTOI OOUBKOIA,
noaymMana JloppH, a ¢ BRILIMTBIMHM LIBETAMHM OBUTIO ObI Kyna
KpacHBeM.

— A nodeMy OBl 3ech He BBILIMTH HBETbI? — CMpOCWIA
OHa, MPOTSHYB TET€ PUCYHOK. — Y MHCC DLIMHI BBILINTHI,
PO30BbIC, XENIThIE H 3ENIeHBIE... CBETIO-3€JIEHBIE.

Tyt Jloppu naxe NpHKpLUIA I1a3a, YTOOBI Jydllle MpeacTa-
BHUTH cebe To KpecJo.

— Tol BHOena Takoe Kpecjo y MHCC DuiMua?

Jloppm oTkpbuia ma3a. TETA CHOBa C YIMBICHHEM IIseia
Ha Hee.

— Ha. Lenbx aBa. OHH cTOAT Y KaMHHA. TONMBKO Yy Heé ¢
BBILIUTON CITMHKOH M CHIECHLEM.

— M kakue usera?

— Hy, ¢doH Takoii... CBET/IO-XKENTHIM, JaXe KPeMOBbIH. A
IBeTHl HESIPKHE, HO MX cpa3y BHIHO. Po3oBble po3nl Bnepe-
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MEXKY C TAKHMH MaJIeHbKMMH XENTBIMH LBETOYKAMHM, Bpoae
KOJIOKOJIBYHKOB, M BeCbh OyKeTHK mnepeBsi3aH JICHTOYKOH, H
JIEHTOYKA TOXE PO30Basi. A BOKPYT BHILIUT BEHOYEK M3 JIUCTh-
€B, Bpoi¢ BUHOTPAIHbIX, U OH CBETJIO3EJIEHBIM.

Terss xuBHYyNa.

— IloHaTHO. DTO OMIMYHaAs uAed — Mbl COOMpATHCH
HMCIOJIb30BaTh TAKHME Kpecjia KaK 3aJHUH IUIaH IUI1 Molenei
BeUYepHHUX IUIaTheB. JloppH, Korma Tol Oynellb TaM 3aBTpa,
nocTapaiicsl 3aTIOMHHTDb L{BETAa H PHUCYHOK. THI 3Haelllb, Cyast
MO TOMY, YTO § CJbIIaIa, Tebe 310poBO MoBe3no. JJoM Mucc
SUIMUA J0JDKEH OBITh MOJIOH TAKMX BOT KPaCHBLIX CTApOMO/I -
HBIX BelleH.

— OHH npeKpacHble, POCTO NpeKpacHble! — BOCKIHUKHY-
na Jloppu. — A NMoACBeYHHKHM, KAMHH TaKOM... TaKo#...

Térss Maprapet ynbIOHyach, CKIaAbIBasl TUCTHI OOpaTHO B
Narnky.

— Mory ce6e npeacraButh. JlanHo, JloppH, yXe mosaHo.
3aBTpa HacTynmuT ObICTpee, eClIM Thl OBLICTPEHBKO OTIIpa-
BHIILCSA B KpOBaTh.

3acHYTh cerogHs OymeT Tak Xe TpyOHO, KaK B poXaec-
TBEHCKYI0 HOYb, nogymMana Jloppu. OgHaKo HET, yCHY/a OHa
TaK GBICTPO, YTO Ha [pyroe yrpo naxe He NMOMHWIA, KakK
3abpanachy mox ogesuio. U yrpo OEeHCTBUTENBHO HACTYIIHIO
onICcTpO.

YTpoM Jloppu ObICTPO pacrmipaBWIach CO CBOeif 4acTbio
IoMallHMX 3a60T. [ToToM eii nMpuLUTO B roNoOBY, YTO BH3HMT
TaKOM BAXKHOCTH TpeOyeT JIydliero, CaMoro napajaHoro IiaThsl.
YBbI, IUIaThe OKA3aJIOCh TECHBIM, U TETS Mapraper, NocMoT-
peB Ha JloppH mnepel TeM, KaK OHa cobupaiach HaaeTh
NnajbTO, COmlacWiach — C TeX Nnop, Kak 6abymka cummia 31o
nnarbe, JIoppH nopsiakoM nogpocina.

A 3ateM Jloppu okasanach Ha yJjMle, TOPOISICb Mo il
Crpur k Jomy-BoceMucTeHKy. BopoTa cHOBa mopaimch noj
e€ pykoi, u Jloppu GnaronpucToitHO 3aMeInIa Xoa, ooxoas
BOKpYT IoMa K 3aiHeMy Xxoay. M BHOBBb, He ycmeia OHa
NMoCTy4aTh, KaK XaJUIM OTKphUIa OBEPb.

— 3axoaMTe, 3aXOAMTe, OHU MbIOT YTPEHHHI LIOKONA, H
Bac TOXe yalleyka Aoxuaaercs, mMucc JloppH, 3axonure!

U Jloppu cHoBa oKa3ajach B KOMHaTe KpacHOro Gapxara.
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IITopsl OLLIM OTAEPHYTHI, YTOOBI BIyCTUTH coNHLE. OroHb B
KaMHHe BCE ell€ ropeji, HO B CBe4aX HYXIbI He ObLIO.

Kpecno Mucc DuMua 6b6u10 epeABUHYTO O/DKe K OKHY H
IHEBHOM CBET Majajn NpsMO Ha IsUTbLIa M Ha CTOJHMK, Ha
KOTOPOM OBUTH pa3jioXeHbl MOTOYKM IIEJIKA M IHEpPCTH. A
npsMO Mnepen MUCC DUIMHA CTOSUT APYTO#M CTOJIMK, @ Ha HEM
— BBICOKHMH, C NPOCTHIMH TNPSAMBIMH JIHHHUAMH, KOpeHHHK.
ITo GenpiM GokaM KodeiHMKa 6bUTH pacchinaHbl GpHaIKH, a
no pyyke lUIa 30J0Tasd KaéMoyka. JIBe TakuMx Xe 4YallKd
CTOSUITH Ha MaJICHBKOM MOJQHOCE BMeCTe ¢ OMioALeM, HaKpbl-
ThIM KPYXEBHOM capeTKOM.

— Hobpoe yrpo, Jloppu.

Jloppu 3aMelKanachk, NOTOMY YTO KaK pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT
cTosula B ABepsax. HakoHel oHa clienajia peBepaHC.

—Jlob6poe yTpo, MHCC DIIMHA.

OHa JoJDKHA ClIeQUTbh 33 CBOMMHM MaHepaMH, HalloMHWIa
cebe neBouka. B 3T0ii KoMHaTe nogo6ano BecTH cebs1, TONIBKO
KaK HacTosiluas JeaH.

— Ilepenait Xawu nansro M UUIANY, Aoporas. Xodellb
wokosnany?

JloppH CTsHY/Na MaJbTO.

— Jla, ¢ yaIOBOJILCTBHEM.

IToBMHYSICh XeCTY MHCC DUIMMI, OHA YCeTach Ha BBICOKOM
CTyJle, HAIPOTHB NOXWION XeHIIMHBI. MHcc DM HaTWia
LWIOKOJIa M3 BBICOKOIo KodeHHHMKA H CHsUla caldeTKy ¢
6moaua — Tam nexanu 6ucksuThl. JloppH caenana MaJjeHb-
KMH IJIOoToYeK, Yaluka ObLla Takas TOHKAass M JIErkas, 4To
Ka3aJIoCh — HEJIOBKOE NPHKOCHOBEHHE M OHAa pacKoJeTcs.
3aTeM OHa OTKYCHWJIA KycOYeK OMCKBHMTA, KOTOPHIii OKasajcs
XPYCTSLIUM U HECNaAKHM, ¢ KAKMM-TO CBOMM, OCOOEHHBIM
BKycoM. Takoro Jloppu emé He nmpoGosaia.

— Ts1 yMeews 1uTh, Jloppn? — cnpocuia MUCC DUIMHA,
IOOMHKBasi CBOIO YallIKy.

— HeMHoxko. Mosi 6abyiika yymwia MeHs WIMTb IUIaTbs
MmupaHnnae.

— OnHa negu M3 AHINIMM, — ToKayajia IoJIOBOii MHcCC
B1IMHA, — OLHA JielH OAHAXAKI CKA3aJ1a, YTO TaK Xe CTBIIHO
HacToslIeH JieMM He YMETh WOHTh, KAK JKCHTJIbMEHY — He
YMEThb BJIAJETh LIMNAroi.
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TyT oHa BbITEpaa NaJblibl MAJIEeHbKOM caideToukoit. Jlop-
PH He 3HaJa, YETO OT He€ XAYT, HO TOoc/e MaJIeHbKOi May3bl
OTBETHIA!

— JI>XXeHT/IbMEHbI OOJIbllie HE HOCAT 1LTar.

— Jla. [1a ¥ e He 4acTo OepyT B pyKHU Hronky. Ho Bcé
paBHO — KOTAAa MCKYCCTBO 3a0BIBalOT WIM OpocaloT, XKakK
HEHYXHYIO Belllb, OYE€Hb XaJKO.

Mucc DumMUA CKOJB3HYJIA B3IVISOOM MO KApPTHHaM, IO
KYCOYKaM MaTepHH, JIEXABLIMM Ha [UIHHHOM CToJie, TIOTOM
B3DVIAN €€ OCTAaHOBWICS Ha robejeHe Hax kKaMHHoM. OHa
B35U1a cepeOpSIHBIA KOJIOKOJIBYHK, Ha 3BOH KOTOPOTO SIBIWJIACh
Xawwtu, yroObl 3abpaTh moaHoc.

Tyr Jloppu B mnepBbiifi pa3 yBuAeNa, YTO NpAYETCs Ha
cronewiHule noa nomHocoM. Ha y€pHom ¢oHe Tam ObLia
HapHcOBaHa KapTHHa, KOTopas HaJoJro. IpHBIEKIA €€: Ha
rope CTOSUT 30JI0TO# 3aMOK C NepjIaMyTPOBBIMH OKOLIKAMH, a
Hall HUIM H3 30JI0TBIX 00JIaKOB BhINVISIABIBA/IA TAKasl Xe nepJia-
MYTpoBas JIyHa. Mucc DuIMuI 3aMeTWIa e€ B3IV M IpoBejia
Mo KapTHHE MaJblLEM.

— 3710 nanee-mMaine, Mosl poporast. Korma-to 3to 6nuIO
oYeHb MOMynsipHo. A Teneps, Jloppn, 6yap Tak no6pa, oT-
CTaBb 3TOT CTOJIHK B CTOpPOHY, OH Beab HaM 6oJblile He
HYX€eH. ‘

Cronuk okasajcsd o4eHb JErkuM, M Jloppu Oe3 Tpyama
nepeHecsa ero. Koraa oHa BepHy/lach, MHCC DIIMHA YTO-TO
HCKaJla B CTOJIMKE C MaJICHbKHMH OTAEJICHHAMM IOJ CABHIa-
ouelica Kpuilikoil. OHa NoaBHHYNIa K cebe mnsubLia ¢
He3aKOHYeHHOM paboToii, H Tenepb Jloppu BuAena, 4YTo 3TO
TOXe KAapTHMHAa, B paMKe M3 LIBETOB.

— Tol He Mornia ObI MOMOYb MHE, Aoporas?

— O nma! — c roToBHOCTBIO OTBeTHNA JloppH.

— BneHb, noXxaryicTa, HUTKM B 3TH HIOJIKH, — YJABRIOHY-
nach MHcC DUIMHA. — 3peHHe y MEHs yXe He TO, 4YTO
paHbllle, H HHOTIA BAETb HUTKY B MIOJIKY CTAHOBHTCS HAacTO-
SIIUM  MydYeHHeM. BoT, B 3Toit KopoGouke HUTKH. MHe
MOHAnOOSTCST HUTH BOT TaKOM IUTMHBI, 3TH, 3TH U 3TH.

U oHa yka3ajyia Ha pa3HOLIBETHBIE LIEPCTAHbIE HUTKH, TYTO
HaMOTaHHble Ha BbIpe3aHHbIE U3 CJIOHOBOM KOCTH 1LITYJIbKH.
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Jloppu npuHsiiachk 32 paboTy. Y TOHEHBKHMX HIOJIOK OKa3a-
JIUCb caMbple OOJblle YHIKM HM30 BCEX, YTO OHa BHIeJa.
IloaToMy BHeBaTb HMTKHM ObUIO BOBce HeTpyaHo. Hrosnok
6bUI0 1OBONBHO MHOIO, OHM XpaHWIMCh B 3a6aBHOM Kopo-
604Yke M3 CIOHOBOH KOCTH, CIOEJAHHOH B ¢opMe KOLIKH —
YTOOBl BBIHYTb MIOJIKM, CJEIOBAJIO OTKPYTHTb eii rojory. A
3TO ObUIAa HE eJMHCTBEHHasl MIONIbHHLA B CcToNie. Mucc Oiu-
MHI JOCTajla OTTYHA €ll€ OQHY M TOXe OTKpbuUla e€. BHyTpH
XBAaTWIO ObI MECTa AJIS MHOXECTBA HI0JIOK, HO TaM B KyCOYKe
3eni€Horo 6GapxaTa TOpPYaJHM TONBLKO ABe HIbl. OHM ObLUTH
COBCEM HENOXOXH Ha Te HIVIbl, B KOTOpBIEe BIeBajla HUTOYKHU
JloppH, — noa coJHEYHBIM CBETOM OHH OTJIIMBAJIH 30JI0TOM,
a He cepe6poM, KaK OCTaJIbHBIE.

— A 3710, JloppH, — ronoc Mucc SmMuUA NPoO3By4Yas O4€Hb
cepb€3HO, — OCOOEeHHBIE, CrielMaibHble UIbl. UMH Henb3s
MONB30BAThCA CIMILIKOM YacTo.

— OHM OnecTAT, KaK 30JI0ThIE.

— A OHHM M ecTb 30J0Tbie. 1 3TO HenpocThie HIJIBI.

— Kak Bonie6Hass uMroioyka y npuHuecch?

— HMeHHO Tak. OTHX Hronok He tporai, Jloppu. ITo-
Hsu1a?

— IloHsna, Mucc DmIMHA.

Mucc DumMua 3aKpblia MIOJIBHHIY M CripsATala €€ obpar-
Ho. JloppH MeNbKOM 3aMeTHIa, YTO KOpoOoYKa caejlaHa M3
MOTEMHEBIIETO OT CTAapOCTH JepeBa, a Ha KpblliKe ObLI
HaHeCEH y30p H3 MOTYCKHEBUIEro cepebpa.

— Bort cnacu6o, Jloppn, — ynbiOHyJIach MHCC DLIMHA,
yBUIEB, YTO paboTa caenaHa. — Tenepb BOTKHH 3TH HIVIBI B
MsUTbLia, BOT 34€Ch, C Kpalo, YToObl HX yAIOOHO ObUIO HOCTATh.
ThI TaK fONTO CHIOENa Ha MecCTe, a IS AEBOYKH TBOHUX JIET 3TO
HeJlerko, caMa NMpeKpacHO NMoMHI0. Tak 4To MoXelllb Tenepb
OCMOTpETHCSA KPYTOM.

— OcMotpeTbesi? — 3xoM nosropuia Jloppu.

— IMocmoTtpeTs aoM. JloppH, Thl BOJIbHA 3arisiAbiBaTh B
mobyl0 KOMHaTy, IBepb KOTOPO# OTKpoeTcsl Nnepel TOOOM.

Kak oHa cTpaHHO cka3ana, nogymaia Jloppu. Kak Gyaro
IBEpb caMa MOXET BbIOMpaTb, OTKDHIBATbCH € WIH HeT. A
BoT nocMoTtpeTh aoM! OXx, Kak 310poBo!
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— Cnacubo.

Miuicc DuIMHA CHOBa YIBIOHY/IACK.

— IHlo6naromapuib, Korga BepHEmbes, Jloppw... eciau
3aX0yYellb.

D10 ToXe mpo3Bydyano, Kak 3aragka. Ho Jloppu naxe He
cTaja pa3siyMblBaTb Hall 3THM — OHa MPOCTO BCTala H
HamnpaBWIach KO BTOPOH ABEpPH M3 KOMHaThl, KAK pa3 Halpo-
THB TOM, 4epe3 KOTopylo Bollia. A MHCC DLIMHI CKIOHHNIACh
HaJl TSUTbLIAMH, MPOTAHYB PYKY 32 HUTIOJIKOH.

Jloppu OCTOpPOXHO BoOlIIa B COCEOHIOI0 KOMHATy. 3aech
CTOSUI MOIYMpPaK, TaK KaK CTaBHHU ObUTH 3aKpHITH. B oTmune
OT TEMIOH M NMPHUBETIUBON KOMHATHI, 1€ cCHAeNa MHCC Dil-
MMI, 30eCh ObUTIO NMPOXJIAgHO U TEMHO, B KAMHHE He ropein
OroHb, a Mebesib ObLIa 3aKphITa YyexsiaMu. Jloppu ornsinenach
BOKpYT. KoMHaTa BrycTwia €€, HO CMOTpPETh 3[eCh ObLUIO He
Ha 4To. 3a 3TOif KOMHATOM LIEN KOPHIOP, 4 MIOTOM €llé OdHa
KOMHaTa, OHa JOJDKHA ObUIa HaXOOWTLCS KaK pa3 HaNlpOTUB
KOMHaThl MHcC DIIMHA. 30ech pacrojiarajiach CNajbHS, H
OHa ToXe ObLIa OOXHUTOH M OTKPHITOH, HO TOJIBKO 3€JIEHOIO
1BeTa — 3eJI€HOro, Kak Iuiatke y Mucc Oumua. KposaTb
ObLIa OTPOMHOM, a HaJ KpOBAaThIO HAa YETHLIPEX PE3HBIX CTOJ-
6MKax cTos1 6aJIIaXHH CO CBET/IO-3€JIEHBIMH 3aHaBeCSIMH, 1O
KOTOPBIM BHH3 cOeray y30p U3 TEMHO-3€JIEHOH BUHOTPaTHOM
no3bl. 1 TakuM e TEMHO-3eI€EHBIM ObUT KOBEP MoA HOraMHM
Jloppu. H ewi€ aBa Kpecna u MaieHbKast coda, Toxe o6uThIe
CBET/IO-3e/IEHOM MaTepHeil ¢ JIHMCTbIMH 6ojlee TEMHOIO OT-
TeHKa. MoXHO moayMaTb, MeabKHYNIO Yy JloppH, 4ro 3aech
HacTosLUMii Jec.

OHa ocTaHOBWJIaCh B HOTax y KpPOBaTH, pa3misifbiBasi €€.
Mucc DMHI cKazajia e, YTO OHa MOXET BOWTH B JIIOOYIO
IBepb, KoTopasi oTKpoercs mnepen Heil. Ho 3mech Jloppu
MoYyeMy-To OBUIO HEYIOTHO.

— Mpppsy...

JlopppH HcrTyraHHO OMIsIHyJIach. B 3Ty KOMHATY BBIXOAWIM
ewl€ aBe nBepH. U o Kocsak Onmuxaifieit T€épnace CabuHa.
OHa ondTh OTKphUIa CBOM MaJIeHbKMHi POT M MSAYKHYJA,
CJIMIIKOM YX IPOMKO JUISI TAKOTO MaJIeHbKOTo KOTéHKa. OHa
CJIOBHO HeTepIeIMBO MOATOHSET MeHs, noayMaia Jloppu.

310



Kak Tonbko Jloppu miarHyna x Heil, CabHHa CKOJIb3HYJa
3a JABepb H McYe3na B coceldHeil KoMHaTe. Jloppu Bouuia
cnemoM.

U oxa3zanach B MaJleHbKO# KOMHATe NPHIYTMBOM (pOPMBI.
BHellIHss CTeHa ¢ eAMHCTBEHHBIM OKHOM CXOAMJIAaCh C Mpa-
BOM CTE€HOMH IOA OYEHb OCTPBIM — M OYEHb Y3KHM YTJIOM. A
ecJId MIOCMOTpPeTh HaJleBO, TO 3TO ObLIa OObIYHasi KOMHATa ¢
HOpMIbHbBIMHM YyIJIaMH. Ha okHe He ObUIO HM rapAHH, HH
3aHAaBECOK, MO3TOMY SPKHii CBET 3aJIMBaJl BCE, YTO HAXOMH-
JIOCh B KOMHare.

Jloppu axHyna. B LieHTpe cTpaHHOH KOMHAaThl cTOsUIa
BOCBMHYTOJIbHAs IUIaT¢OpMa WIH NMOCTAMEHT NOJHPOBaHHO-
ro gepena. [Io 6okaM B Hero ObUIM BCTPOEHBI BHEUIBIDKHBIE
SILMYKH, NoONecKMBaBLINE METHBIMH PydyKAMH M 3aMOYHBI-
MH CKBaXMHaMH. M 3TOT mocTtaMeHT ciyXxun GpyHIaMEeHTOM
U1 BOCbMHMYTOJILHOIO JOMa M3 KpPacHOIO KHMpIH4Ya C Aepe-
BAHHOM rajiepeiMkoil BOKPYT — TOYHOH KOIHHM TOTO CaMoro
IoMa, B KOTOPOM OHa ceiiyac Haxogwiaack. Ecniu 310 OBLI
KyKOJIbHBII JOMMK, TO CaMblii GOJIBLLION U BEJIUKOJIEMHbIA U3
BceX, Kakue tonbko Jloppu korma-nu6o Buaena. OH Obun
Jaxe BbIlle, 4eM caMa JIoppH, 3TOT IOM 3amoJiHsI co6oii BCIo
KOMHATY.

TaM, rae y HacToslIero goMa pacliojiarajach napagHasi
IBepb, 30eCh CTOSUI NepeBIHHBIN KOHb-KAa4yaJlKa, MOYTH TaKOM
Xe, Kakux Jloppu BuIena Ha CTapbIX KApTHHKAX B XypHale
«CeHT-Hukonac». OH ObLT MOYTH KAK HACTOSIIMIA, TAaKOM Xe
6obLION, KaK TOT NOHH, Ha KOTOPOM OHa KaTajach B Napke
NpOLUILIM JieToM. 1 OH 6bU1 Genblii, C 111eJIKOBHCTOM IPUBOIA,
a Ha CIIMHe — KpacHoe ceaio. ToNbKO ceasio MMeJIo CTpaH-
Hy10 ¢popMy, 3ameTiwia Jloppu, nomoiias nobmoke, TaKMX OHa
paHbllie He BHAeNa.

OHa OCTOpPOXHO NPOTsAHYJA pyKy. Oi, KOHEK ObUI MOKPLIT
HacTosiuel mkypoii! Jloppu nornaaguna ero ewe, Ha 3ToT pa3s
cMeliee, H NoOJ €€ pyKOM OH 3aKayalics BIiepéd-Hasal, C ejie
CIBLILUHBIM NOCKPHIIbIBAHHEM.

— Mpppsry! — CabuHa BBITAHYJACh Ha 3aJHHX Janax,
ONEPLINCh NMEpPEJHMMH O NepeBAHHYIO IUIaTdopMy — OHa
CJIOBHO XOTeJla 3aI/iiHYyTb B OKHa AoMHKAa. Ho oHu O6nuin
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CJIMILIKOM BBICOKO /i1 He€. JIoppH omycTuiach Ha KOJIEHH,
4T1OOBl TOXE 3ar/ISIHYTh BHYTPb.

OHa Kak OyaTo cMOTpesa BHYTPb HAaCTOSLIETO JOMa, TONb-
KO 4epe3 nepeBEPHYTbIH OMHOKIIb, TaK 4YTO BMECTO TOIO,
YTOOBl YBEJIMYMUBATHCS, BCE CTAHOBMUJIOCH MEHblile. BHyTpHu
JIOMHKA CTOsUIa HacTosiliass Mebesb, a Ha Nojry ObLUTH mocTe-
JieHbl gJopoxku. OHa Jaxe pasrisgesia MaJICHbKUH CTOJTHK C
YaifHbIM CEPBH30M, TaK M OXHMIAIOWIHIA, YTOOBI KTO-TO HAJIWI
yaif B yauuku. [Toka Jloppu o6xoamuna Ha YeTBEpeHbKAX IOM,
y He€ MOSBWIOCH YYBCTBO, YTO JHOM-TO OOHTAaeMblif, H €CJIH
6B oHa 6bLIAa YyTh NMPOBOPHEE, TO 3aMETWIA Obl YeJOBEeYKa,
KOTOPBIH TOJILKO YTO BBICKOYMJI H3 KOMHAThI, B KOTOPYIO OHa
3arsHyna.

BoT Tonbko KpacHag GapxaTHasg KOMHaTa MHCC DUIMHUI
ObLIa APYroil — 34ech 3Ta KOMHATa CJYXWIa CTOJIOBOM, rae
IUTHHHBIN cTOJI ObLT HAKPBIT KaK isi o6ena. OHa gomnosisna ao
KyXHH, a IOTOM — [0 3eJéHol cnajbHU. Ha BropoM ataxe
TOX€ pacrolarajliCh CMaJibHH — TPH OOJILHIMX KBaJApaTHBIX.
N em€ tam ObUIO TpH OOJBUIMX TPEYTOJBHBIX KOMHAThI C
60NMBLIMMM KOMOAAMHM M €ll€é OJHA MaJieHbKasli KOMHaTKa
cTpaHHO# ¢GopMBI, B KOTOPYIO Bejia JIECTHHLIA CHU3Y.

M BcE 310 OBUIO celaHO U OOCTaBIEHO Ype3BbIYAHHO
TIIATEJIBHO — 3aXOAM ¥ XMBH. JlaxXe B MPHOTKPHITOM AYXOBKE
B IUIMTE Ha KyXHe OHa 3aMeTWIa BbIIVISABIBAIOLIMI OTTYyIa
KapagBail.

Bce KykosibHble NJOMHUKHM OTKpHIBAIOTCSl, 3HaYUT, M 3TOT
nomxeH. Kak xe ewlé BHYTpb NMOCTABWIM MIPYLIEYHYIO Me-
6enb? Ho xoraa Jloppu momckaia KpIO4oK WIH 3alI€NKY, TO
He Halw1a Hudero. OHa o3alayeHHO ycesach Nepel JIOMOM Ha
KOPTOYKaX. 3aTeM NMOTSHY/A 32 PyYKH HECKOJIBKO SUIMYKOB B
nepeBsHHOH moiacraBke. Hu oguH He nommancsa. HaBepHoe,
OHH OBbUIM 3aKpBITHI.

OHa ewmé pa3 obouwia HOMHK KpyroM. Eciam cuutaTh
MOJCTAaBKY, OH ObLT YyTh-4YyThb Bhillle €€. B moMelleHHsIX Ha
Yyepaake 6bU10 TEMHO, OHa HMYETO TaK U He pa3risiesia yepes
y3eHbKHMe OKHa. EciiM TaM M ObUITH KOMHaThl, TO OHH OCTa-
JIACh 3aragkoil. A MoxXeT O6bITb, 3TOT AOM caM Mo cebe
KaKOH-TO OCOOeHHBbI, Ta caMasi Belllb, O KOTOPOil MHcCC
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DIIMHA ToBOpHWIA: CMOTPH IIa3aMM, a He maabliamu? 3aech
OBUTIO Ha YTO MOCMOTPETh, KaXAasd HOBasi KOMHATKa, B KOTO-
PYI0 OHa 3amisaAbiBana, ObLla HaNoNMHEHa KpOUIeYHBIMH
qyyJecaMH.

Jloppu orctynuna. OHa He Momia H30aBUTBLCA OT YYBCTBA,
YTO 3TO HE MPOCTO MIPYLIESYHbIH KYKOJbHbIN JOMHK. OH ObLn
TaK MOXOX Ha GOJBLIOH IOM, B KOTOPOM CTOSUI, YTO Ka3ajcs
HaCTOSILUUM, XHMBBIM, XHBee, 4YeM Te KOMHaThl ¢ Mebeblo,
MOKPHITON YexnaMu. M 1eBoYKy HMKAK He MOKWIAI0 YyBCT-
BO, YTO BO BCEM MaJICHBKOM JIoMe, Be3lie, B KaXN0il KOMHaTe,
KTO-TO XWI.

Kt — Ho kro? OHa TOpPOIUTMBO O6OLLIA YTOJI, 3aIIsTHy/1a
B OKHO, MOTOM 6pocuiack K ApyroMy oxouledky. Eciu 6b1
TOJILKO OHA Npobexana NoCTaTOYHO GBICTPO, YTOOBI 3aMETUTD
3TOI0 MAJIEHBKOIO Y€JIOBEYKAa, KOTOPBIA TOJBLKO YTO BBILLIEN
M3 KOMHaThl! 3aTeM OHa BBINMPSIMWJIACH M OINIAHYJaCh Ha
CabuHy, KOoTOpas yCTpOWIach Ha MOJOKOHHHKE H BbUIH3bIBA-
Jla 3aJHIOIO JIany, TIOCBATHB BCE CBOE BHMMAaHHE M CTapaHUsA
PacTOMNbIPEHHBIM KOTOTKAM.

— 3To... 3TO NMPOCTO KYKOJbHBIH AOMHMK, na, CabuHa?
Hukro Tam He XHBET. TaM HHUKTO He MOXET XHTb.

CabuHa 1 yxoM He nosena. JJoppH cenana €€ uar Ha3ag
M HaTOJIKHYJIaCh CIIHHOH Ha HIpylIe4yHoro KoHs. ToT cHoBa
3aKavajics M MOJOBHIBI NMOA HUM CKpMNHYJIHU. JloppHu npose-
na pyko# no rpuse. [ToYTH... MOYTH KaK HACTOSIUIMHA NMOHH.

OHa npucMoTpenach K cTpaHHOMY cemty. [loyeMy oHo Tak
yctpoeHo? HaBepHoe, 6ydeT MpUATHO MOKAYaThCs HA TAKOM.
Boo6ine-To Kayanku O6bLIYHO AENaloT I MaleHbKHX... HO
3TOT TaKo# GOJNbILIOIH.

Jloppu Bckapabkanachb KOHbKY Ha CIIMHY M TOMBITAjIach
CECTb B CeUI0 BepXoM, no-Myxcku. Ho cuneTs 6b110 Heyno6-
HO. JTO cesio ObUIO CTPAHHO BBLITHYTO B CAMBIX HEYNOOHBIX
Mectax. HeMHoro mnoso3uBuIMCh, caMa He 3Hafd KakK, OHa
HEOXHUAAHHO yceach Mo-APYyroMy, TakK, YTo obe HOTH CBECH-
JUCh C OgHOro GOKY, a MoA KOJIEHKAMH OKa3ajcs YIOOHbIH
ynop. 1 xoHb KauHyscs, 3aKayaics, ewe, ObicTpee U ObICT-
pee...

E¥i B JIMLIO ynapwi nopblB BeTpa, HECYLETo BOpOX OMNaB-
LIHX JHCTbeB, — JIHCTbeB? JloppM yAHMBIEHHO 3axjonajia
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ma3aMi. KoMHaTa nponana, nepea Hel paccTWialach JOpO-
ra, 1 BeTep UIyMeJ B BETBSX J€peBbEB, POCLIHX C OOeHX
CTOpOH. A OHa cHAe/la He Ha WIpylieYHOM KOHe, a Ha
HacrosieM. Ha Heii Obuia miMHHas 100Ka, pa3seBaoliasics
no BeTpy. Ha MrHoBeHbe A€BOYKA CXaJlach OT MCNYTa, HO 3TO
TYT Xe npouuio. OcTajlloch TOJBKO CMYTHOE OLUYLIEHHE, YTO
BCE 3TO OHa YyXe Jejlajla paHblie, W BCE MIET TaK, KaK H
JOJDKHO.

benblii KoHb WEN poBHOH prichlo, H JIoppH exana BepxoM
TaK, Oyaro 310 ObUIO caMoii OOBIYHOM BelUbI0O Ha CBETE.
Bnepean, He oYeHb OajieKO, TMOSBWICA KHPMHYHBIA OOM.
JloM-BocsMucTeHok! Cepaue Jloppu 3actyyano osictpee. Tam
€€ XIaJIM — KTO-TO WIH YTO-TO, U 3TO ObUIO caMoe BaxHoe!

KOHBb BCKMHYJI ToJIOBY M noTpsc rpuBoii. OH ocTaHOBWICS
y GonpLIOro KaMHsA INeped XeJe3HbIMH BopoTaMH. Jloppu
COCKOJIB3HYJIa C CellJla, CHayajla Ha KaMeHb, II0OTOM Ha 3eMJTIO.
Eit npuuutioch moao6paTh AJMHHBIE CKIANKH I00KH, MOTOMY
YTO OHAa HacTynuwia Obl Ha HMX. [leBoYka OTKpbLla BOpPOTa H
nocneuiwia K napaaHoil JBepH.

Ha nBepu BHMcen MegHbIH MoJsioTodeK, Jloppu mogHsuia
€ro, a IMOTOM OTIIYCTWIA H OH YAapWICA O AePEeBO C TPOMKHM
crykoM. Ho — oTBeTa He nocinenoBano. Hukro He Bblllen Ha
CTYK, a KOTjia OHa NoAépraia ABepb, Ta 0Ka3aJach 3aKpbITOM.
CyactiinBoe Bo36yxaeHHe nponaito. HeoxmuaaHHo oHa noé-
XWIach, ei CTaJIo He Mo cebe.

Betep ayHy:n npsiMo eii B 1uno, u Jloppu 3akpbuia Iiasza.
A xorja oTKpbUia MX BHOBb — He ObUTIO HMKAKOH NnapagHoi
aBepu. OHa cTosuUla meped KyKOJbHBIM JOMMKOM. JIMHHas
106Ka ToXe mponana. Bcé crasio TakuM Xe, KaK U paHblle.
Jloppu cHoBa 3aMoprajia. 31o ObUI COH, BOT 4YTO 3TO Takoe!
Tonbko mnoyemy-To eil Gosiblle HE XOTEJIOCh OCTaBAaThCH B
3TOM KOMHarTe.

U cMotpetb goM ganbiue Jloppu Toxe pacxorenoch. OHa
6bICTpO BepHyJlach B KPacHyl0 KOMHaTy. ToNbKO oiHa ‘MIjia
ocTajach TOpyYaTh B IuIbliaX. Mucc DIMMI B3IIAHYJA, KaK
Jloppu ToponHTCs K AHEBHOMY cBeTy, H JIoppH nokxasajocs,
YTO OHA TYT Xe€ y3Haja 060 BcéM, yTo mpou3ouuio. Ho Bcé
PaBHO, Jaxe ¢ MMcC DLIMHUJ OHAa HE XOTeJla TOBOPHTh HHM O
KYKOJIbHOM JOMHKE, HU O HIPYLIEYHOM KOHbKE.
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— Hy, 4T0 X, MO operas, A yXe NMOYTH 3aKOHYHJIA CBOM
yTpeHHMIt ypoK. Thl Beab 3Haclllb, YTO TaKoe YPOK?

— Jla, B mikoJjie... — JloppH BRIMpSIMWIACh Ha CTyJIe.

— W He TonbKO B IKone. PaHblie, Korga s 6pU1a MaleHb-
KOH, TO KaXJaas AeBOYKAa 3aHHMajach pyKoaelHeM —
BBILIMBAJIAa WIH TKala. M xaxaslil JeHb nojarajioch caenaTb
CTOJIBKO-TO M CTONBLKO. JTO TOXE Ha3bIBAlIOCh ypoKoM. Tak
YYIWIM H LIHTBIO, H QUCLHMIUIHHE.

OHa BbIIEpHY/IA MOC/NEQHIO HIOJIKY.

— OcrTasics nocneaHH CTeXOK...

— Ox! — BocxmiEHHO BhiioxHyNa JloppH.

Tenepp Ha BHILUMBKE K AepeBY, KOTOpoe YXe ObLUIO Tam
yTpoM, HoGaBWICS €ll€ M MaJCHBKHI OJICHEHOK — COBCEM
KaKk xuBo#! Jloppu mnokasajioch, YTO €CJIM OHa TIPOTSHET
PYKY, TO KOCHETCS HACTOSsIEH, COTPETOM COJTHBILIKOM 1IEP-
CTKH.

— HpaBurca?

— OH KaK HacTOSIIMH.

— Xovelr HAYYUTHCH?

— A MoxHo? A ¥ npaBaa CMOTY BBILIMTh TaKyl0 KAPTHHY?

Miucc DuIMHI CHOBA MOMOTPEJIa Ha He€ TOJITUM NMPOHM3BI-
BAIOIIMM B3IJISIIOM.

— IIna 3Toro noTpedyeTcss MHOTO TEPIIEHHs, MHOTO CTa-
paHus W Tpyna, Jloppn. 1 HuMKako#f cnelIkd, NMOHUMaellh?
Huxkakoii cneikw.

— A g Mmory nonpo6oBate? — JloppH HHMallo He ObLIa
obecKypaxeHa.

— Ilonpo6oBarh Bcerza MOXHO, — YJABIOHYJach MHCC
Bumua. — Jla, Jloppu, Thl MoXellb nonpo6bosaTts. Thl Mo-
Xelllb Ha4yaTh NMpsAMO ceifdac, ecnu xodewb. Ho cHavana tebe
NpUIETCSA HAYYHUTHCS AeNaTh NpocTyio paboty. CHavyana 6yner
O04eHb CKy4YyHO, TeOe NpEeICTOMT AOJNIO YYMTLCS M ynpax-
HSATBCA.

— Ho s Bc€ paBHO xoTena 6b1 Monpo6oBaTh, — HaCTaHBa-
na Jloppu.

— Torma Th1 monpoGyewib. [TocMOoTpHUM, ecTh I y TeOs
TaKol TaJaHT. A ceidac, Joporas, CXOOM CKaX¥W XaJUH,
YTo6BI MOJaBasa oben.
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dDuneac u Peba

Tlocnie 3Toit cy660ThI JIoppH 3aXWina Kakoi-To cTpaHHOM
IBOMHOM XMU3HBIO. 3TO BOBCE HE MELIANO €il OLITh MpUMep-
Hoi#t neBoykoii Jloppn Masnapa, KoTopasi Xoawna B IIKOJY,
IeJiana ypokH, BMecTe ¢ K3Th Bo3Bpalnanach JOMO#, MOMO-
raja no xossaucrey. [lenaTh BCE 3TO OKa3ajJoCh HETPYHOHO,
noroMy 4yrto Jloppu Bcerma Morna cbexats B JloM-BoceMuc-
TeHOK. KOHeYyHO, OHa xommjaa Tyaa He 4acTo, HO KaXIbIi
JeHb MO JOopore B LIKOJY WIH OOpaTHO JEeBOYKa CTapaiach
HETOPOIUIMBBIM 1IIArOM TNPOATH MHMO HEro no MaJleHbKOM
awreiike. M nBa pasza y 3amepThiX Ha LieNb 3aAHHX BOPOT €€
BcTpevyasia Xa/UTH ¢ 3anMcKoil TETre Mapraper — npumaiie-
HHeM 1ng Jloppu mpMIATM Ha UENblil IeHb B TOCTH K MHCC
SuMun.

Mucc Bmmua OwUia mnpasa, xorma octeperaia Jloppw:
HAY4YMTBCA LIMTb — HemnmpocTas 3azaya. Kasanoch, Mroaku
HHMKOIZla He KOJIOJIH MajiblieB MHUCC DUIMHA, U HUTKH B €€
pyKax HM pa3y He 3amyrajiuch. MHorza oHa BhllIMBajJa Ha
MsUIbliaX, WIX YHHWIA KPYXeBa, WIH LIWIA YTO-HUOyOb U3
KYCOYKOB MaTepHH, JieXaBIIMX Ha ctoiie. Ho y Heé€ Bcerma
XBaTAIO BpeMEHH, YTOObl B3NISIHYTh Ha IOJIOCKY TKAaHH,
KoTopyio JloppH NOKphIBasia psAKaMHM pa3HbIX CTEXKOB. 3TOT
o6paseu npuroaurcad Jloppu moroM, o6bsICHsUIa MHCC DLI-
MM, 31eCh OyAyT cOOpaHbl BCE CTEXKH, KOTOPBIM OHA JODKHA
Hay4YUThbCA.

HHoraa Mucc D1IMHI paccKa3biBajla €if CKa3Ku. A MHoraa
Jloppn pacckaspiBajla 0 6abyuike Maiapn M LIKoJle MHCC
JloraH, a oqHaXAaH Jaxe o namne U MaMe. 1 cosceM peako o
LIKOJIE.

— A O6yny mypMTaHKO#, — OObsIBWIa OHa, SBMBLIKMCH B
TOCTH B TpPeTHIi pa3, — Ha NpeACTaBIeHUH B AeHb biaroaa-
peHHs. Y MeHs HeT HHUKAKHMX CJIOB. MHe HYXHO BHECTH
6onbuioe 6mono ¢ Gyradopckoit KyKypy3oi. BynTo Mbl yc-
TpaMBaeM MHUP H NPHUIJIACWIN B TOCTH MHAEHIIEB.

Mucc Sumua paborasa ¢ KpyXeBaMHM, AOCTaB caMble
TOHKHE MIOJIKM H HUTKH. Jlaxe co CBOMMHM XOPOLIMMH IJ1a3a-
MH Jloppy ¢ TpyaoM BaeBaja MX — TaKHe TOHKHE OHH ObUIH.
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— HHpeiusl n nypuraHe? 3Ha4YMT, Bbl YX€ YYUTE€ HCTO-
puio AMepuxi, Jloppu? Hanelocs, Tenepph HAET Nerde?

— HemHoxxo. S Bc€-Taku HHOrza myraloch. A NMpPOTHB-
Hulil Ixummu TlapBuc M3-3a 3TOro Bcerga cMe€Tcs.

— JIxummu [lapBuc, — MHcc DMK cienana elE OnMH,
MOYTH HEBUAMMBIN, CTEXOK. — AX, a, TOT CaMblii MUIbYHK,
KoTopbiii roHsuica 3a CabHHOM.

— OH BpelWHa, MPOCTO BpPeAWHA, M TAKOH 3JI0it! — He
Beiepxana Jloppu. Ceifyac oHa xoawna B LIKOJIY K 0OpaTHO
BMecTe ¢ Kati, moatoMy JIXMMMH M ero «baHaa» He Tak el
Hagoenanu. Ho Bcé paBHO OHa ero moGauBaiachk.

— BooGOue He mooOmo MaabuuineK. OHH BEYHO AENAloT
rajoCTH.

— A KakKuX MaJIbYMKOB Thl 3Haelub, Jloppu?

— Hy, Poba JlokHepa, OH BEYHO TacKaeTcs BMCCTE C
JIXxuMMH, nenaetr BcE, YTo TOT HH cKaxeT. M ew€ CraHa
Bopmucku. Ewi€ ogHoro. M Bcé. Ho 1 He BOXYyCh ¢ HUMH —
OHM Bce TaKHe BpeaHbIe.

— Bce Takue BpeaHble, — MOBTOPWIA MHCC DIIMHA. —
JoctaTtoyHO cypoBoe cyxXaeHHe, He mnpaBaa JM, Jloppu?
OnHako, BO3MOXHO, y TeOsi eCTh NPUYHHBI TaK Aymatsh. Hy-
Ka, — OHa omsiHynach, — CabHHa Kyna-To npomnana. Tel He
nouuews e€, Jloppn?

Jloppy yausmunace Takoii npockbe — CabuHa npuxoauia v
yXoamuia caMa mno cebe, 4 MUcc DIMHUA OOBIYHO He obpainana
Ha 310 BHUMaHMA. Ho Bc€ Xe oHa NMOoCIyLIHO OTVIOXWIA CBO#
obpasell ¥ oTnpaBHJIacCh Ha MOMCKM.

Boiinsi B KOMHATY-C 3a4eXJIEHHOM Me0eIbio, OHAa OKITHKHY-
na xomeuky: «Cabuna, CabGuHal», HO He ycJbllliaa B OTBET
HHM MAYKaHbsl, HH lIopoxa. 3aTeM Yepe3 MPUOTKPHITYIO ABEPb
JleBoYKa MpouUIa B 3€JIEHYIO CNAIbHIO, K HAKOHELl B CTPaH-
HYyI0 KOMHaTy C KyKOJIbHbIM JOMMKOM H KOHEM-Ka4YaJIKOH.

CabuHa oka3anach TaM. OHa cTosUla Ha TpEX Jianax, 3alle-
NMB INpaBOH mnepeRHel NankKod OAMH M3 SLUIMYKOB B
IepeBAHHOM OCHOBaHMH JoMMKA. M3 3aMOYHOI CKBaXHHBI
SILIMYKA YTO-TO cBHcaso. Jloppu HaknoHmwnack. CabuHa Obic-
TPO OTCKOYWIA B CTOPOHY, Kak Oyaro Jloppu 3actana e€ 3a
Kakol-TO NpoKa30i, U Tenephb Jejiajla BUIA, YTO OHA TYT HH
npH 4€M.
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B 3aMke Topyas K104, OIMH M3 LeJIO CBSI3KU KIIOYUKOB
Ha 30/104€HOI Lenoyke. [TIoNYUHASICH HEMOHSITHOMY HUMITY/Tb-
cy, JlIoppu noBepHyJia €ro M SLIMUK JIETKO OTKPbUICS.

Co mHa g1IMYKA Ha He€ IIsAdeNH OBe KyKibl. OnHa ObUla
MATH NIOAMOB BBICOTOH, BTOpasi — YyTb MEHbIIE, MOXET
6bITE, YeThIpEX. X NMuua ObUIH coeNaHBl C HEeCTECTBEHHOM,
XHM3HEHHOH ToYHOCTbI0. OHM 6bUTH He M3 papdopa, 3aMeTH-
na Jloppn, H HacCTOJAbKO HEOOLIYHBIE, YTO KA3aJIUCh CTAPBIMHU,
TaKMMH X€ CTapbiIMM — a TO M cTaplule, — 4yeM MmupaHna.

Kyxia no6onsbie okasanach MaIbYMKOM C YEPHBIMH BOJIO-
camMH. U oH ObL1 mOoBONBLHO cTpaHHO oAeT. Ha HéM ObuIH
cepble JJIMHHBIE LIITAHBl H KOPOTKAas KPyTKa, 3aCTErHYTast NMoj
noabopoAKOM Ha eQWHCTBEHHYIO MYTroBHUY. Y KyKJIbl TO-
MeHbllle, NeBOYKH, KOPHYHEBbiE BOJIOCHI, pa3lcjEHHBbIE
nocepeaHe NpobopoM, GBUTH 3aYECaHBI 3a YIIIH, TAE JOKOHBI
aKKypaTHO YKJIaJBIBAJINCh B KPYT H KPEIIWIHCh LIMWIBKAMH.
E€ mnaThe 6bUIO LIMPOKHM B IUleYaxX M CYXaJoCh C KOKETKH
K BBICOKO# TaJIMM, BOPOT M MaHXeThl YKpallaJii MaJeHbKHe
KpyXeBHble 060poyku. FO6Ka ObUlia LIMPOKOM, HO He CJIMLI-
KOM IJNMHHON}, TaK 4YTO MNOA HeH BHIAHEJIHCH MSAThIE
MaHTAJIOHYHKM.

OuyeHb ocTOpoXHO JIOppH BBIHYJIAa MAJIBYMKA M3 SALIHYKA.
Ero onexna 6buUia caenaHa ¢ TakuM crapaHueM! Jloppu yxe
KOe-4TO NMOHHMaJia B LIHThE, H OHAa M3YMMWIACh, CKOJIBKO Xe€
Tpylla KTO-TO BJIOXHI B 3T0. OHa yXe coOMpanach NoJoXHTh
ero oopaTHO B SILIHMK, KOTAA YCHbIlIala THXMH CKpHII, 0bep-
HyJIach U yBHIeNa, Kak CabMHa LlapanaeT CTeHy JOMHKA.

— Henp3s... — Ho Jloppu ono3gana. MaseHbKMit KOTOTOK
3ajie]1 KaKylo-TO MOTaiHYIO NPYXHWHKY, H AOM OTKDBUICS — B
CTOPOHY OTOlIUIa CTEHA, 3aKphIBAIOLIas 3€JIEHYIO CIIAIBHIO H
KyxHio. A CabuHa, Gosnblile He NPHKAcasiCh K JOMHKY, yce-
Jach U BHUMATEJIbHO CMOTpeia BHYTPb.

Teneps Jloppu Momia paccMOTpeTb BHYTPEHHOCTH JOMHKA
BO BCEX MOINPOOHOCTSX, Kyla siCHee, YeM BHIeNia B okHa. U
KaKoe-TO BpeMsl OHa NpocTo cMoTpesa. OIHO U3 noMmele-
HHUH, OTKPBIBLIMXCS €#l, OKa3aJloCh TOH caMOif KOMHAaToOi#i, B
KOTOpOM OHa ceifyac Haxogwiachk. Ho Ta KOMHaTKa HUYEM He
HanmoMHMHaJIa 3TY KOMHaTy. BHyTpH He 6bUIO HH KOHS-KaYaJl-
KH, HH BTOpPOIo KYyKOJIBHOTO NOMHKAa. BMecTo 3TOro Ha
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MyCTHIX — TaM MYCTBIX — IIOJIKAX Ha CTeHE CTOSUTH PSabl
MMHHATIOPHBIX KHHXE9eK, KpollleYHble OYTBUIOUKH M TIIHHS-
Hble KyBIITMHYMKH. A B YIJIY CTOSUIO OAHO KPecsio — yX He TO
JIM caMoe Kpecylo C BHICOKO# CIIMHKOM, Ha KOTOpOM ceifyac
cunena Mucc dumMua? Ilonm Xe moxphiBan CTpaHHBIA Y30p,
HaNOMHMHAIOIIMIA 3Be3y.

Ho caMoii cTpaHHO# oKa3alach TpeyrojibHass KOMHAaTKa,
OTKpHIBIIAsiCS MeXIy 3TOi KOMHaTOM U KyxHeii. Koraa creHa
IOMHMKAa CTOSUIa Ha MecCTe, TO 3Ta KOMHATKa NoJy4yaiach
TMOJIHOCTBIO 3aKpBITOM, 6e3 BCAKMX ABepel, HU B KyXHIO, HH
B 3Ty KOMHary. Yto Xe 3To Takoe, yauBwiach Jloppm.
Knagoska? Ho nouemy 6e3 aBepeii?

KyxHs 6onbloe Bcero nNpMBiekia BHHMaHHe AeBodkd. OHa
6bpU1a Tak ToyHO caenaHa! Ha ctone naxe cTosyii KOp3HMHKH,
OlHAa C OBOlAMH M ofHa ¢ sifaMH. M ToT x1e6 B meuke.
EnuHCTBEeHHOE, Yero He XBaTallo 3TOM KyXHe, YTOObl OHa
oxaula, — XaJuu.

He pasnymeiBasi, OHa MOCTaBHIA KyKJTy-MaJb4HKA Y KAMHU-
Ha. OH MOXeT cTosITh, OOHapyxwwia JIoppH, HYXKHO TOJIBKO
MpaBWIbHO NMOCTABUTh HOTH. IIoTOM mocTaBWia BHYTPb €lU€
H IeBOYKY M MOBECH/IAa KOP3MHKY C fAillaMH eit Ha pyKy. BoT
TaK!

JloppH OCTOpOXHO BEpHY/IAa CTEHY NOMHKA Ha MECTO H
COTHYJIaCh, YTOOBI 3aIJIAHYTh B OKHO. Jla, OHH BBLITJISLIENH,
KaK HacTOsIINe, CJIOBHO B JIIOOYI0 MHHYTY MOIJIM 3aHSTbCSH
cBOMMH aenaMu. [logeMy-To HMMEHHO TaM OHH Ka3aJIuChb Ha
CBOEM MECTE, TaM, Ilie UM IOJIOXEHO OBITh.

ToMy nomxHa 6bUIa OBITH KaKasi-TO NMPHYMHA...

CamMa He MoHHMMasi, noyeMy, JIoppH NMoaHANAch M Harpa-
BWIach K KOHI0. Temepb B300paThCsl B CTPAaHHOE CelUI0 He
COCTaBWJIO TPYAHOCTH H OHA YBEPEHHO YCTPOWIACh B HEM.
ITon eé BecoM KOHb Ka4HYJCH...

Bnonb NOKpHITOM rpaBMEM AOPOTH 6oJIbllie HE OYyJ BETep.
Ho no-npexHeMy cTosla OCEHb M KPYTOM JIEXaJIH OMaBLIHe
JnMcTbs. benblit KOHDb pricloi ckakan K Jlomy-BocbMHCTEHKY
u JloppH cHOBa NOYYBCTBOBAJIa, KAK BHYTPH He€ MOAHMMAET-
Csl BOJIHA HANpSDKEHHOFO OXHMIaHuA. YTo-To AODKHO ObUIO
NPOU30MTH, YTO-TO BAXHOE...

Ha 3TOT pa3, cocko/Ib3HYB C cella Ha KAMEHb, a C KAMHS
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Ha 3eMJII0, OHa HanpaBWIach He K NapaagHol ABepH, KoTopas
OQHAXIBl yXe HE BIYCTWIA €€, a IO KMPNUYHOH AOpPOXKe K
yépHoMy xoany. KycTel M nepeBbsi, pocliye BOOJb Orpaibl,
ObUIM MeHbllle U He TaKHe 3amyllieHHble, HO OHH H 31ecCh
XOpOIIIO 3aKphIBATH JOM OT MOCTOPOHHHX. JIeHb CTOSLT XMy-
PBIiA, HAJl TOJIOBOM BHCEJIHM TSDKENbIE 00J1aKa, ¥ 6bUIO XOJOOHO,
XOTbh U Oe3BeTpeHHO.

Jloppu nogouna X YEPHOMY XOAY M MOAHSIA MOAON BbILIE,
B30Hpasick Nno cTyneHbkaM. Korna oHa noaHsina pyky, coou-
pasicb TOCTy4aTb B ABEpb, Ta JIETKO KadHynach, U Jloppu
OTKpbuUIa €€ cama. BoT TONBKO MpHMBETIMBO Yyiabibalouerics
Xawu BHYTpM He ObLIO.

OHa oka3ajnach B TOH Xe caMOi TpeYTOJbHOMN NMPHUXOXEH ¢
ABYMS IBEPSIMH: OHOW — B KOMHATy MMCC DIIMMI, a2 BTOPOH
— Ha KyxHlo. /IBepb B KpacHyl0 KOMHaTy ObLlia KpENKo
3anepra, a kKorga Jloppu mnonpoGoBaia OTKPBHITh CTapblif
3aCOB, TOT He lueJoxHyncs. Kak 3To cka3zana Mucc DmmMua?
«Moxewb BXOAWTb B JIOOYI0 ABEpb, KOTOpas OTKpOETCS
nepen To60i».

Ho Mucc DuiMua roBopuia 3To 0 CBOéM, apyrom aoMe. O
apyroM? A 310 ObLT YTO 33 JOM — KYKOJIbHBII JOMHK BHYTpH
JomMa-BocbmucteHka wid camM JloM, okasaBlIHiicd 34ech
KaKHMM-TO CTpaHHbIM obpa3om?

3aTo aBepb KyXHM ObLla pacnaxHyTa HacTexb, W Jloppu
cowia 310 npumaumieHueM. OHa 1IarHyna B TEIUIO, BO BKYC-
HbIE 3allaxM, YYBCTBY#H, YTO 3TO — MPOCTO NMPHUATHOE MECTO.
Ha ruure crosn Gosbluoi YEPHBIHN roplloK, OTKyAa JOHOCH-
Jioch THXO€E OysibKaHbe. JIoOppH BTSIHYJIa HOCOM 3allaxX CBeXero
xyeba U el€ KaKOH-TO OCTphIi anMneTUTHBIN 3amax, oT KOTo-
poro y He€ cpa3dy MOTeKiIHM CIIOHKHM. Ha crone Bcé€ Obulo
TMPUIOTORJIEHO U1 MUPOra — CKAIKA, MPOTHUBEHb, KYBLIHH,
HEMHOro Macja Ha 6miogue, MHcKa c Mykoi. M kop3uHa
610K — TONbKO MOYMCTHTH M Tope3aTh. A Kylda OENTHCh
MaJbyUK ¢ geBouykoii? Wnu nomap, rae mnoBap, KOTOpPBIi
JIOJDKEH XJIOMOTaTh 31ech?

Jloppu ornsmenach, CHOBa olIyllasi TO CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO,
— KTO-TO TOJIbKO YTO BbILUEJ M3 KOMHAaThl, B KOTOPYIO OHa
pouuta. M3 xyxHM Bena ewi€ oqHa ABEpb, HO KOraa ACBOYKA
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MONBITANIACh OTKPHITh €€, Ta 0KAa3aJaCh TaK Xe€ HaKpenkKo
3amepTa, Kak M ABepb B KOMHATy MHCC DLIMMIA.

ToNbKO KyXHSl M 3aJHSIl CTeHa ObUIM OTKPBITHI IUIS1 HEE.

Jloppu MenneHHO oGoliia KyxHio KpyroM. Ha cTeHe Bucen
60JIb11IO# OTIONIMPOBAHHBIN MEAHBIN Ta3, G1ecTeBLINMA NOYTH
Kak 3epKayio. OHa yBHle/1a B HEM CBOE OTpaXeHHe U HEHAI0-
JITO 3aJepXajlacb, YTOObl B3IJIAHYTh Ha cebGs CO CTOpPOHHI.
KoHe4HO, OHa yXe 3Haja, YTO Ha HeW IJIMHHasg 100Ka,
KoTopasi 3[€Ch BNOJIHE TIOAXOAWT /IS TMOE3NOK Ha JolIanu
(rne 310 — 3#dech?), HO Temepb OHAa YyBHAENa, YTO elUE
usMeHwiocr B Jloppy Mamnapa. Her, 3enéHble masa u
YE€pHBbIe BoJIocH ocTanuch. Ho Teneppb Bosochl 6bUTH cOOpaHbl
B TYToii XBOCTMK Ha 3aThUIKE, a Ha I0JIOBE CHAENa LUIAmna ¢
LIHPOKMMH H3OTHYTBIMH TIOJISMH, B KOTOPYIO c3aad ObUlO
BOTKHYTO MSTIKOe Mepo. A BMECTO BETPOBKM Ha MOJIHMHM,
KOTOpYIO OHa Hajejia, KOrga livla B INOCTH, JeBoYka ObLIa
oleTa B Y3KYIO IPUTAJICHHYIO KOPUYHEBYIO KYPTKY, YKpalleH-
HYyIO Ha TPYAH KpacHOIf TeCbMOIii, H 3aCTETHYTYIO OT LIEH IO
Tanuu. OHa ObUIa HACTONIBKO IPYroM, YTO Ha MrHOBEHHE
MPOCTO 3aMepJa, VA Ha pacIUIBIBYATOE OTpaXeHHe.

«JI — Jloppu Mamnapn, — ckasana cebe Jloppn. — A —
Jloppu Mannapa, MHe ONWHHAALATh C TOJIOBHMHOM JeT. A
XWBY ¢ TéTeii Mapraper B noMe Ha D1UTOH ApPM3 H Y4YyCb B
wecToM Kiacce, B wmkoyie GepMoHT CKyJ».

Kakoif-To 1IyM HapyllWwl cocpeaoTodeHHocTb Jloppu u
OHa obepHynach. Yro-To 3a okHoM! OHa TOYHO 3aMeTHIa,
KaK TaM YTO-TO lieBeJibHyJoch. Jloppu Gpocunach BOKpYT
crona. Oit, kaK 6bicTpo creMHeno! ['po3a — Her, yXe HacTy-
nui Beyep! BTOro He Morio ObITh, ceifuac xe ewié neHb! Ho
Jloppu 6bU1a roToBa MOBEPHTDb, YTO YXKe NMO3MAHHH Beyep.

KoTén mpomosoKan KUMeTb, HO HMKTO TaK M He NPHIIEN
MOCMOTpeTh, N'OTOBO WIH HeT. JloppHu ew€ pa3 nonpo6osaia
noaépratb BTOPYIO IBepb M3 KyXHM — 3aKphITO, KaK H
npexge. A Tyr oHa onATb yciablliajla TOT CTPaHHLIA LIYM.
PsinoM cTosn Bhicokmii miKag4MK M B 3TOM YTy GbUIO YyXe
coBceM TeMHo. JloppH npmXanach CIHHOW K JBepH M MoOC-
MOTpeJia B JaJbHee OKHO.

Tam apuranacs TeHb! JleBoyKa BHAeNa €€ Yepe3 MaleHbKUe
KBaJIpaTHKM CTEKOJ. A 3TO YTO 3a lIopoXx? OKHO NOMaJIEHbKY
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npunoaHuManocsk. Heoxmmanuo Jloppu oGHapyxuia, 4To
cKopymiach 3a mwkadpoM. OHa He 3Ha1a, MOYEMY CNpSITANIacCh,
HO YyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO €i CTPAlIHO, YTO OHAa BOJIHYETCH, H YTO
eil oYeHb-O0YeHb XOYeTCH NMOCMOTPETb, HO TOJILKO YTOOLI €€
He 3aMeTHIH.

Jloppu nokasasnoch, YTO NPOLLIO HECKOJLKO 4acoB, HO
MOKa TaK HUYEro M He MPOU301ILUIO, TOJNbKO OKHO pacKphUIOoCh
HacTeXb. 3aTeM 3a NOAOKOHHMK YyXBaTWiach Tapa pyK H
Jloppwm pa3rnsnena ene 3aMeTHbIE OYEPTAHUSI MOJIOBBI U TUIEY.
KT0-TO €3 BHYTpB!

B KyxHe Tenepb ObUIO ropa3no TeMHee, YeM Koraa OHa

Bouuia B He€. Ho Ha ctojie psinoM c IUIMTOH ropesa Jjamma.
XoTs1 cBeT He JocTaBal A0 OKHa, Jloppu 3ameruna, 4YTo
TéMHasa ¢urypa npucesia Ha Moy, NpsAMO TNOJ OKHOM.
. Manpuuk! M3 nataHpix 0GOpBaHHBIX IUTAHHWH TOpPYalIH
6ocble HOrH. PykaBa pyGalllKi OKa3alMChb KOPOTKMMM, TaK
YTO PYKH TOPYAIH TOJILIMM TNMOYTH OO JIOKTEH, a MaHXETbI
ObUTH HaINpoOYb M30pBaHbl. Y pyballlku He ObUIO AaXe BOPO-
THHKA, TOJBKO TOJIOCKa MaTepHH, NepeBs3aHHas KaKo#H-To
Tpanouykoi. Koraa oH nowmesennics, pydalika pacraxHysiach
Ha rpyau, u Jloppu yBuaena, yro moa pyOalukoil Gosblue
HHUYEero HeT — a BeAb ObUIO TaK XOJOZHO.

Ero Heuy€caHble CIyTaHHbI€ BOJIOCHI BCE BpeMs Jie3IM B
r71a3a, NO3TOMY MaJIbYHK MOCTOSHHO MOAHUMAJ PYKY, YTOOBI
OTBECTH 3TH JIOXMbI B CTOPOHY. 1 OH 6GbL1 OYeHb I'pA3HBINA.
BoKpyr ofHOro rja3za Koxa B3ayJach M TOKpacHesa, a Ha
noabopoake cOOKYy TeMHEJl CHHe-3eNEHBbIN KpoBonoaTék. C
TexX NMop KaK MaJbYUK MNMepeBaIWICA 4Yepe3 MOAOKOHHHK, OH
Jaxe He MOolIeBEWICs, €CIM He CYHUTAaTh CMaXHBaHMI BOJIOC
B CTODOHY. ‘

Ho moToM OH noBepTen roJOBOH, OIIAABIBAs KYXHIO.
Jloppu npHUILLIO B roJIOBY, YTO OH HE TOJNBLKO NMPHCMaTpHBaeT-
csl, HO U TIpPHCJIYLIMBaeTCs, MOTOMYy YTO pa3 WIH IBa OH
HEOXHIAHHO 3aCThIBAJ B HANPSDKEHUH, CJIOBHO YCJ/IBIXaB YTO-
TO, YEro He cJbillajia OHa.

3aTeM OH MoAHsJICA Ha Horu. Kakoi xe oH ObU1 TOLLMIA!
Pyxu kocT/isiBbie, a XMBOT TaKOH BNaIblii, YTO NOABA3aHHEIE
BEPEBKOMH 1UTaHbl BCE BpeMA cnanaii. HasepHoe, OH o4YeHb
IOJITO HHYero He e, noaymana JIoppu. A ManbyuK OAHUM
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NPLDKKOM Nepebpasicsl K CTOJy M NPUHSJICA XBaTaTb sI6JI0KH,
6pocast X ONHO 3a IPYTHM cebe 3a Ma3yxXy, Kyla OHU Najaiu
C MSATKHM CTYKOM.

Korna kop3uHa omnyctena, oH Opocwicsi K NOJYOTKpPBITOMH
neyke. Pykoi KOCHYBIIMCH [BepIibl, OH NMONMPOGOBaJ OTKPHITh
€€ nouMpe, HO TYT X€ OTAEPHYI PYKy C THXUM LIHMIIEHUEM.
3areM NMOAHEC MaIblbl KO PTy, ONISAAALIBAsICh MO CTOPOHaM,
CJIOBHO B NOHCKax 4ero-to. OOHapyXMB XeJjlaeMoe, MaJIbiuK
CXBAaTMJI KO4Yepry M IoJjie3 B NedYKy, MOTAHYB NPOTHBEHb C
XJ1€60M HapyXxy, a 3aTeéM H BTOpOH NpPOTHBEHb, MOMEHbIIIE,
OTKyZa WEN ocTpblii 3amax. OH yXe MOYTH BbITALUWI HX
HapyXy, HO 3aKoieOajicsa. Eciu BLITAHYTb Aajiblle, TO OHU
yNaayT Ha MoJ, a B pyKaXx HX He yoepXaTb — CJIMLUKOM
ropsiame.

OH cHOBa MOMCKaJ B3IJISAOM M TYT X€ COpPBaJl ¢ KpIOyKa
nonoTeHUe. OOGepHYB TKAHbIO CBOIO OOOXOKEHHYIO PYKY, OH
BBITALIWI MPOTHBHH Ha IUIMTY, a IOTOM COPBaJI C MAIEHbKOTO
CTOJIMKA CKATEPTb B KpacHo-0esylo KieTouky. Xneb noneren
Tyda, a 32 HUM — MMOMpHBLIH MHPOT CO BTOPOro NpOTHUBHS,
€ro TMPHIIWIOCh OTJIAMBIBATh GONBIIMMH KpOLIALIMMHCH KYC-
kamMu. [loToM ManbyHK Ha MHUT MOOHSUI TOJIOBY, Msias Ha
OTKPHITYIO IBEpPb KyXHHU, YBSI3aJl CKATEPTh B y3€J M LIarHyn K
okHy. BeiOpocun y3en ¢ HarpabJieHHbBIM B OKOLIKO U HcYe3
BcJieq 3a HUM B TeMHoTe. OxHO onycTHiaoch U Jloppu ocra-
Jlach ofHa.

OHa npucaymanack. Yto 661 TaM HHM YCJIBILIAT MATBYMK —
WIH eMy NTOKa3aJIoCh, YTO yC/billiajl — B JoMe Obu1o THXo. Ho
el XoTeJIoCh 3HaThb 0oJbllle — 3a4YeM OH 3aJie3 clola, YToObI
ykpacTth eay? IloyeMy-To 310 6bUIO BaxHo. OHa mogolwia K
OKHY, HO HHYero He ysuaena. He saaymeiBasics, Jloppu
MoceI0Baa 32 MAJIbYHMKOM H, BBICKOYHB B OKHO, CIIPBITHY/a
Ha 3eMJ1I0, B najJucagHUK. CrnpaBa nmocablliaicsa HIOpoX, KaK
pa3 3a yrioM aoma. IlomoGpaB, Kak Moria, 100Ky cBoero
BEpPXOBOTIO KOCTIOMa, Jloppu nocneumuia cieaoM.

3a yIJIOM KYCTBI POCJIM BIUVIOTHYIO C JOMOM. Tenepb OHa
JOoJDKHA ObUIa MPONTH MMMO TOH NMOTaHHON KOMHATKH, NOTO-
My YTO TNpsSMO Nepel Hell oOKa3ajloch OKHO KOMHAaTHl CO
CTpaHHBIM PHCYHKOM Ha nony. U u3 okHa npo6usaics Jy4
cBeTa.
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XoTts 6BUTO OOBOJMBHO TeMHO, Jloppu oOHapyxmuia, 4ro
BIMOJIHE MOXeT MIATH BCJel 3a Kpaaylieics TeHblo, nepebe-
raBlied OT OAHOIO KycTa K ApyroMy. Temepp OH Oexan K
orpaze. OKHa CNaJIbHH ObUTH NPSIMO Y He€ 3a CITHHOM, HO TaM
6bL10 TeMHO. Jloppy omsiHynach Ha noM. Ha BropoM 3taxe
B OJHOM OKHE 4YTO-TO TYCKJIO CBETWIOCh, HAaBepHOE, CBEYKa.
OcTasibHblE OKHA OCTAaBAIHUCh TEMHBIMH.

KycTni 3amypuiany ¥ Jloppu yBuaena, Kak T€MHas ¢uryp-
Ka nepeoupaercs yepes orpaay. OHa 6pocHiach K BOpOTaM —
4TOOBI JIE3Th Yepe3 3a00p B 3TOH 100Ke, HE MOIJIO ObITh M
peun. BoT oHa yXe y KAMHS, ¢ KOTOPOIO CaasTCs Ha KOHS —
u TyT Jloppu CHOBa 03alayeHHO OIIsAAeNIach IO CTOPOHaM.
Benplii KOHb McYe3. A 3aTeM cJieBa CHOBA MOCJbILIAICA LIYM
H, Noao6paB 100Ky 06eMMH pyKaMH, CTapaTeJibHO Mpsyach B
TeHH, Jloppu nmocnewwia Tyaa, Kyaa Oexan nepedpasuimiics
yepe3 orpaay Maslb4HK.

OH Bcé ew€ mpsrancad. 3a crnuHoi y Jloppu paspaincs
THXUIH CKpMIT U OHa 3aMepiia. KTo-To eli€ OoTKpbU1 BOpOTA,
ewl€ ongHa ¢urypa, 4yth Bbille e€. KTo Xe 3T0?

Jlopp¥ 3acThU1a B HepeliMTeNbHOCTH. Ec/iM oHa ocTaHeTcs
31ech, TO YNyCTUT Mainbyuka. Ho ecnu nmobexur cieaoM, 1o
HOBBIIi HE3HaKOMell NOMAET 3a Heit — a Jloppu He XOTeNnoCh,
4TOOBI KTO-HHOYAB 3a Heil ciaeawn. HesnakoMel TeM BpeMe-
HEM TOXe CHpATAICS B TeHb, CJIOBHO He Xajgal ObiTh
3aMeYEeHHbIM.

Jloppu nonpoGoBania CKPRITHO MpoOGpaThes BIEpéd, Moc-
TOSIHHO OIJISIABIBAsSICh U MBITAsICh CJICAUTDh Cpa3y 3a OByMsl, —
H TYT X€ BbIICHWIOCH, YTO HMYETO M3 3TOr0 He MNOJIYYHTCS.
910 6bUla He B CTpuUT, 3TO ObUIA MOKPHITasi IpaBHEM
Jopora, ¢ 06eHX CTOpOH 3apociuasi JepeBbsIMH H KycTaMH. A
BCKOpPE M IpaBHMH Iponaj, OCTajach TOJbKO YTONTAaHHas
3eMJIA.

He3HakoMell c3aay cienan pe3kuii ppIBOK BHEpPEH, NOpaB-
Hsuics ¢ Jloppy — M 3TO oKa3ajach A€BYWIKA, HEHAMHOIO
crapwie camoi Jloppu. Ha Heit 61 NNMHHEBIA ILIaLl ¢
KAMIOLIOHOM, HO KANIOLIOH ObUI OTKMHYT, TaK 4rto Jloppu
cMorna yBuaerb e€ auuo. HoBhll y4acTHHK ClIeXKH npobe-
XaJl MMMO AEBOYKM Ha PACCTOSSHUH BBLITSAHYTOI DYKHM, He
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OoNISIABIBAsCH, cioBHO JloppH 3aech He Gbuto. JleByuka Gec-
LIYMHO MYajiach BCJied 33 MaJIbYMKOM.

Jloppu 6pocunach ciemoM. Bckope Bnepeau mnokasaics
pyuyeH M OepeBSIHHbIH MOCTHK, NepebpolleHHbIH Yepe3 Hero.
Ho neByuika, BeiGexaBluas U3 AoMa, He cTaja nepeberaTh Ha
ApyTyio ctopoHy. HanpoTus, oHa 3aMepyia Ha MecTe, CKIO-
HMB TOJIOBYy HaOOK, CIOBHO NMpHCAyUIMBasch. JloppH ToXe
MPHUCITYLIAJIACD.

[ToHagay oHa cJbllana TOALKO €Ji€ CIbILIHBIN LIyM BOJAbI
BHM3y. Ho notoM K HeMy noGaBWICS HOBBIN 3ByK — 4eii-To
mwia4y. U ew€ xro-To 1enrtana, WENOT TO YTHXaJ, TO BHOBb
JOXOAWI OO cJIyXa, HO IUlaya TaK M He 3armywmia. K ynusne-
Huio Jloppy, AeBylika MOBEpHY/ach K Hel, ¥ Temneps e€ mas3a
CMOTpEJIH NMpsIMO Ha NeBo4Ky. OHa BoBce He Ka3anach YIAHB-
NEHHOM, Kak Oyaro Bc€ 310 BpeMs 3Hana, 4yro Jloppu psanoMm.
U emé, nopymana JloppH, KaKk 6yaTo Mbl BMECTE, 3a00HO.

He3HakoMKa npwioxmuia najeu K rybaM ¥ 6bICTpO KMBHY-
Jla TOJIOBOM Ha MOCT, HM3-TIOJ KOTOPOTro JOHOCWICS TUIad.
Jloppn nonsna. OHa ocTasach CTOSATh Ha MecCTe, a JAeBYLIKA
LIarHy/la Bnepé€x, o4eHb THXO, MogoOpaB IUIalll, CIOBHO He
XOTeJla HaXBaTaTh KOMIOYEK U3 KYCTOB.

IIénoT yTHX, HO IUIa4, Tenepb YXe NPOCTO THXOE BCXIH-
NbIBAaHME, NpooJDKaics. A 3aTeM, aBCOMOTHO HEOXHMIAHHO,
TaK 4ro JloppH BCKpPHKHYJIA, H3 KYCTOB BBICKOYMWIA TEMHas
durypa u 6pocunach Ha He3aHakoMKy. Ilocyie Heqonroii 60psb-
GBI AeByIKA ynasia, TEMHas TeHb MOMLITAIaCh yaepXaTb €€,
HO He3HaKOMKa BbIpBaJIach, pa3opBaBLIMMCS IUIalll yraa Ha
semmo. IIpsanb Bojioc ynmana eif Ha JIMLIO, M OHa OTOpoCcHIa
BOJIOCHI Ha3aJ 06eMMH pyKaMHu.

— He 6oiitecs, — mpolilenTala He3HaAKOMKa.

— A u He 601och! OCOOEHHO NEBYOHOK, — IMPOCHIIEN
XPHIUIBIiA rojloc MaTbiHKa. — Kakoro Bbl TyT Aenaere, Ja3urte

HdeByuika momo6paia miaul, CHOBa HaKMHYB e€ro cebe Ha
I1eYm.

— Bnl n3 Kanan-TayHa, — 3TO nNpo3ByYasio He BOIIPOCOM,
HO YTBEpXIECHHEM.

— He Baiue aeno, MuccH. Bri 1yyine uaure cebe nogo6Gpy,
NOKa XJIONOT He HaXWIH.
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— Oun? I'ne 61, PHH? — XHBIKAHBE MEPELUIO B CTOH, H
B HEM CBILIAJIOCH CTOJIBKO CTpaxa, yro JloppH B3AporHysia oT
XaJIOCTH.

[lapeHs KMHy/ICS BHH3, HO AEBYLIKA oKa3ajach OnicTpee.
OHa npbIrHysa BHH3, Ha Oeper, nmoa HacTwa MocTta. IlapeHs
none3 cieaoM, H Tenepb JloppH ocMenwnach NOAOHTH MNoO-
onmmxe.

— A JloTra 3miMua, — 3T0 6bUT roJioc JEBYLIKHM M3 JOMa,

CNOKOMHBbIH M poBHBINi. — BBl 4Yero-to GourTech, OYEHb
6ouTeCh, TaK Beldb?
— Mbatra, — BexsmMnbeiBaHMe. — MaTtra Maxonu. [lana

yMep, H M3TT... OH rOBOPHT, YTO MEHsl OTIIPaBAT Ha depMy
st 6eAHBIX...

— 3arkuuces, ®eba, npukpoii pot! Thl yTO, X04Yellb, YTOO
Te6s1 Tyna NMpAMHUKOM MOTrHaIn?

— Ilpexpatu! — npukasana Jlorra. — Twl xoyewp mo
CMEpPTH HamyTaTh €€, napeHb? OHa He NOJDKHA MEeHs 6osITbeS.
®eba, He HYXHO 6oaTbCI. HUKTO Bac He HaMnET.

— Bo kak? — cHoBa rojoc mapHsa. — Oli, Kakass BH
nobpasi, Muccu! Y Bac 4yro, apMHs HMeeTcsl TPOTUB MaTtra?
Ero npyruM He OCTaHOBHLIb!

Ilon MocToM 3aphliayid ell€ rpoMye.

— A ckazana, npekpatH! — B rosoce JIoTThl 3a3BeHen
METaJUI, ¥ TUIa4Y CO CTOHAMM NepelléNl B THXO€ XHbIKAHbE. —
IMoiinémM, Peba.

— U xyna 3To BB €€ cobupaeTech BecTH, MHCCH? B 3toT
Balll 3X0poBbIi AoM? A MoToM mnociaTh 3a MartroM? A He To
NMpSIMO OTIPaBHUTh €€ Ha depMy W1 GeqHBIX, OHA X CHpOTa?

— OHa 3aMép3ia, NMPOMOKJa, H XO4eT ecTb. S 3Halo, ThI
cTalwI eny Ha KyxHe. Ho nocMotpu, oHa Bcst TpscéTcs, U Yy
He€ HeT Aaxe Iuiarka. Eciu oHa ocraHeTcs 3mech, K YTpy
TOYHO 3aboseeT.

— Hy, Tak oHa He ocTaHeTcs.

— W xyna, uHTepecHO, TH €€ yBeAElIb?

— A BaM Kakoe zeno, a? Ms1 u3 Kanan-TayHa, MbI He To,
yTo pacdydripeHHble U3 BalIUX AOMOB. S caM no3abo4ych o
®ebe, BBl YX He BoNHyiTech, MuccH. [loiiném, Peb, HaMm
Halo JBHIaTb.

— A He Mory, ®un. Horu Tak Gonar. S He mory! T,
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MOXeT, Oern nydyine oauH, a? Muccu, Matr xoren, 4ro6m
®uH Ha Hero paboran. Tonpko ®PUH mMogyMaa, YTO MBI,
MOXeET, HaliIéM, KTO TiepeceseTCs Ha 3amaj M crnpsdeMcs B
MOBO3KE... WIH IIe-HUOyn....

— Jla THI 3aTKHEWILCS WIH HeT, KeBYOHKa? Bcé paBHO, s
6e3 Teba HuKyna. S 4ro obewan, aenao, Oeb. Paszpe Her?

— Ecau TBI X04ewnb, Y061 ¢ Peboii BcE 66110 B NOpAAKeE,
TO NMOHAETL CO MHOIA.

— Oro, Muccu! A c yero Takas 3a6ora?

— A noszaboyycs o Bac.

‘OHa clienaeT, KaK obeuaer, nogyMana Jloppu. Kaxercd, u
napeHb HAKOHeEll MOHS 3TO.

— IMoxanyitcra, ®un!

— Hy, nagHo. MoxeT, s eif ¥ NoBepwI, HO TaM B JJOMe
IpyTHE, H OHH, MOXET, IyMAlOT He TaK, KaK oHa. OcobeHHO,
KOTZIa S TOJBKO YTO OECIUIATHO 3aHSJI Y HMX HEMHOIO CheC-
THOTO.

— Huxro He y3HaeT npo Te6a u Peby. Bhl Oymere B
6e30MmacHOCTH.

— To ectb, MHccH? BBl 4TO, YyCTpOMTE TaK, YTOOBI Hac
HHUKTO He BHIEJ, YTO MbI OyneM, KaK NMpU3paKkH, TaK, YTo Ju?

— He T1ak, ®uH, — cnokoitHo otBetwia Jlorra. — Ho g
3Hal0 6e30macHoe MeCTo, Mo KpaiftHeli Mepe Ha 3Ty Ho4b. TaM
CyXO M TeIviee, 4YeM MOJ MOCTOM.

— Oun? — B rosoce Pebrl Mpo3Byyana Moiboa.

— OnacHo, roBopAT TebGe!

— Moxanyiicta, ®uH. OHa TOBOPHT, YTO crnpsyeT. U ...
s eif Bepio, PuH.

— Jla moToMy, YTO Thl XOYelllb 3TOro! — B3OpPBAJICS OH. —
IMoToMy yTO 3aMEpana M XpaTh OXOTa, MIOTOMY M BEpMILIB!
Cro pa3 Tebe roBopui, He Bepb HUKOMY, TOJBKO cebe.

— Ho 1 eii Bepro, ®uH, npasaa.

— Hy, nanno! A 1 — Het! Bul noHsin, Muccu? S Bam He
BEPIO, M A yX IVla3 C Bac He CHylly.

— YecTHOE npu3HaHHe. A Tenepb NoMorH MHe, OuH.

OHH CHOBA BBHILUIM Ha Jopory. Jlorra o6HHMMaNa 3a TUIe9H
IEeBOYKY, Topa3io MeHblle €€, B JPAaHOM IUIaThe, H TAKylO Xe
6ocoHoryo, kak 1 ®uH. OHa MeUIeHHO KOBbUISLIA 1O JOpO-
re, Jlorre 1 @UHY NpUXOAWIOCH BCE KpeImde e€ NoAnepXHBATh.
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Tak oHM [o6GpasMCh 1O BOPOT M CHOBA HAaNpaBWIHCh K IOMY.
Ho B 3TOT pa3 OHHM He NMOLLUIH K KYXHE, a MOIOLUIM NPSIMO K
OKHY KOMHAThl C KYKOJbHbIM JOMHKOM.

JloppH cnblilana, KaK OHM lemdyTcs, a 3aTeM OHH BCKa-
pabkaics K okHy. OH OTKpbUI ero, nomor 3abparscs Jlorre,
a motoM oHM Brauwid ®eby. Jloppu nmoaouuia noodmke.
OHa BuaAena, YTO MpOHCXOAUT BHYTpU. Peba ckopumwiach Ha
MoJjly, CJIOBHO Y He€ He ObUIo CHI cToATh, a2 PHUH HacTOpO-
XE€HHO OIVISIABIBAJICS N0 CTOPOHAM, C TAKMM MpaYyHbIM BUAOM,
CJIOBHO B J1I000I MOMEHT XIaJ1 NOoABOXa.

JloTTa oTo1LIa B CTOPOHY, U JIOppH ¢ yJIH1IbI HE BHIENA €€.
3areM OHH YAUBIEHHO OXHYIL.

— 310 yro? Knagoska?

— BT0 He MpOCTO KIaAoBKa. 310 Ge3onacHoe MecTo, rae
MOXHO CIIpSITAThHCS.

ManbyuK LIardHy;n Brepén H TOXE HCYe3 U3 BUAY.

— He T0... TyT yTr0o-TO He TO, — JlOppHM BCE €1U€ cabluana
€ro rojioc.

— Ioxanyiicta, — ®eba noaHsna roaosy. — S He Beplo,
YTO Bbl CHOBA MOLILIETE Hac o6paTHO. MBI He poauyu Ma3TTy.
N ®Oun MHe Toxe He pomHd. OH mpocTo Bctan Matry
nonepék, Koraa s Bcs TpAciach M Kauvisia. A MaTr, OH ero
OTIIyNIMJ, 3a TO, YTO PHH NMpoJas HEMHOIO KYKYpY3bl, YTOOBI
KYTIUTD JIEKAPCTBO. A MOoToM MB3TT cka3ai, 4To no3aboTures,
YTOO MEHsA nocianu Ha depMy st 6eaHbx. A OUH cKa3am —
HHMKoOraa, M Mbl cbexann. Ho MBI Heaanexo yuuii M Marr,
ecntn OUH OcTaHETCs, OH €My He OacT XWTb CIMOKOHHO, —
OHa 3aKalULUIach M BCE €€ XyAEeHbKOE TeJIO 3aJ€prajiockh.

®uH warHya Hasan ¥ JloppH cHOBa yBHAENA €ro.

— ¥ 165 B rojoBe Mo3roB cpoay He 6bu10, Peb. D1Oik
MMCCH HAIUIEBaThb Ha BCE 3TO. A M3TT — OH MOXET TYT BCé
KPYTOM OKJIeHTb KapTHHKaMu — ®uHeac MakiuH, mecsTh
LIMW/UTHHIOB Harpagbl, H Bcé Takoe. Ho s1 BcE paBHO eMy B
PyKH Gosbllie He JaMcsi. A MHCCH ITyCTh NTOBOPHT YTO YTONHO.

— Eciu T M B caMOM Jene Aymaewib TaK, PuHeac
MaxiiuH, To Moxeub HaTH. OKHO OoTKphITO, — JlOoTTa cTOSLNAa
B ABepsX KOMHaThl. OHa NPHCTANBHO NMOIISAEA HA MAIbIH-
Ka, ¥ ®uH cMaxHyN co J6a 4énky, Ho mpomomdan. Toraa
JloTrTa BBHIINA.
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— @uH, — BoigaBmwna Peba Mexnay AByMs NPHUCTYIIaMH
Kauuid, — OuH, T Beab Bcerna ObUT TaKoil N0OpHIA KO MHeE.
Ecyim Tl AyMaelib, yTo M3TT Te6s1 3aech MoMMaeT, ToO JIydlle
6ern, npaBma. Ho s He Bepwo. Ilo-MoeMy, oHa ropopur
npaBay, TyT Bc€ OyaeT B mopsinke. MHe 3ech TaK XOpollo,
npaBaa, YeCTHoe cyioBo, OuH!

OH e1l€ pa3 OTKMHYJI B CTOPOHY BOJIOCHI, 3aTeéM OITyCTWICS
Ha KOJICHH PsANOM C IeBOYKOH U OOHsI e€.

— A ocraloch, Kpomika. [lo kpaliHe# Mepe, cerogHs.

— O@uH, a pa3se Thl He 4YyBcTByellb? YTO 3mech BCE B
nopsiake?

OH orysigencs, U Ha ero noﬁmoM JiMLe MOSABHJIOCH YIUB-
JNIEHHOE BhIpaXecHHE.

— Moxer, Th ¥ npaBa, ®Peb6. A TONEKO HEe MOTy HHMKAK
MOBEPHUTh, YTO TaKMe, KaK Mbl, 6eqHoTa M3 KaHan-TayHa,
MOXEM XOTb IIe-HMOyab OKa3aTbCs B O€30MacCHOM MecTe —
TaK BCé BpeMsl M XIELIb OKPHKA.

— Bot, — JloTtTra BepHynack. B pykax oHa AepXana nBa
ofiesUla, 1IEPCTAHOE U CTéraHoe BaTHoe. OHa KMBHYJIA B Ty
4acTh KOMHaThl, Kyaa Jloppu He Moria 3armisiHyTb. — Bo3b-
mute 310. U Nyqine 3aGupaitrech Tyma mockopee. S npuay,
xoraa Bcé ycrmokourcs. U emé... — OUH B3N y He€ U3 PyK
ofesUla, a oA HUMM OKa3aJICs y3eJ U3 CKaTepTH, KOTOPBIii OH
HabuBan Ha masax y JloppH.

— BoasMuTe 310 ¢ coboii. I moTOM €elé npuHecy.

B nepeBbsix 3alllyMesn BeTep, CBET B KOMHAaTe 3aJpoXall,
MHUTHY... CoNHeYHBI JIyd moJjiocoii JieXan Ha Moy, M Ha
COJIHBIIIKE pacTaHynach cnsias Cabuna. Jloppu BoBce He
CTOsUIa, NMPHCIYLIMBAsICh, TIOA OKHOM, a CHAela Ha ToJy,
PSOOM C KYKOJbHbBIM AJOMHKOM. CTeHa JOMHKAa CHOBa 6buia
npHoTKpbITa. OHa OTOABHHYJIA €€, YTOOBI €1I€ pa3 3arIsIHYTh
B TO noTaliHoe MecTo 6e3 aBepeii. TaM 6bUIO TMycTO.

JBe KyKiibl NO-TIpeXHEMY CTOSUTH Ha KyXHe, TaK, KaK OHa
HX mocTaBwia. JIoppM OCTOpOXHO BbIHYNIAa MX Hapyxy. Te-
nepb» OHa 3Hana, KTo 310. PHUHeac MakiuH Gosnblle He GBLT
IPSA3HBIM, H3OMTHIM U 00OpPBaHHBIM. Jla, HaBepHOE, KYKJbI U
He JOJDKHBI OBITh TAKMMH, NoayMasa oHa. Ero ogexna Gbuia
aKKypaTHOM H HOBeHbKO#. MoXeT ObITH, MMEHHO 3TO M OBUIO
s PuHeaca cCYaCTLEM H TIOKOEM.
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A JloTTa... Her, 310 He JIoTra. D10 ®eba, NonpapuBLIasIcs,
BOBCe He TaKas HecyacTHasi, KaKk 6bu1a. Moxer ObITh, Jom
MPHMHJI UX M CTaJ Terepb M MX DoMoM. Jloppu Tak M He
MOHSJIA, TI0YEMY 3TO TNPHIUIO €l B TOJIOBY.

JleBo4Ka cloXmia KyKoJ o6paTHO B SILIHMK M 3aKpbUla €ro.
Paznancg memyok. A rie Xe K04 Ha Lenoyke — OH nponan!
Jloppu nonpéprana suK. 3anepro.

®uHeac U Peba 3anepThl, a JOM... OHA MOAHSIIA TOJIOBY H
yBHIEJIA, YTO H OTKHMIHAs CTEHKA JIOMHKA ToXe 3aKpbiTa. OHa
CHOBA MOMCKAJIA 3aIUENKY WIH NMPYXHUHY, HO TaK HUYETO H He
HalUa.

CabuHa npocHyJach, MOTSHY/IACh Ha COJIHBILIKE, CHaYala
nepeAHMMH HOraMH, NOTOM 3aJHMMH — ¥ 3aTpycHia K
aBepu. Jloppn nouwa cnenqoM, Ha MOpore IMOCHeOHHI pas
0OepHYBIIIMCh HAa 3araJIOYHBbIH KyKOJIbHBII OOMHK.

Ouwelinux odns Cabunwv

— 9i, Kanak!

JloppH ocTaHOBWIAch B CaMOM Hayajle ajUleH M NOKpelrde
nepexBaTHIa KOPoOKY ¢ KOCTIOMOM. bbUio Heyno6HO TalIMTh
H CYMKY C KHMraMHM M 3Ty Kopobky. Térs Mapraper xorena
MOABE3TH €€ B LUKOJy Ha MalllMHEe, HO Ta MOYEMY-TO He
3aBogwnack. M Jloppn HyXHO OBUIO NMOTOPONMTLCS, YTOOLI
ycrieThb BOBpeMsi.

Ha eé€ HecuyacTbe, /IXXMMMH H €ro KOMIIAaHHUS TOXE OIa3-
nbiBajii. HeT, oHa KOHeYHO, MOIVIa CNpSATATbCA 3a orpanoi
Homa-BocbMucteHka. OHa GbuUia yBepeHa, yTo JIDKMMMM He
noneser cieaoM. Ho Torna oHa yX TOYHO omo3aaeT.

— KaHak, KkaHaKk, HOCOM B 3eMJIIO KpSiK!

JloppHu Kpemnye mpuxana KopobKy K cebe. BHyTpH nexan
€€ KOCTIOM, IUlaTbe NMypHTaHKH, W OHa CLUWIA €ero IOYTH
HamoJIOBMHY cama. T€Ta Mapraper naxe yIMBWIACh, KaK
xopouo y He€ nonyuywiochk. [lorom Jloppu cama ero Bhirja-
IWia U aKKypaTHO cBepHysa. M He cobupanach NMO3BOJHTHL
MOMSTD €T0.

— KaHak!..

Jloppu rmsapena npsiMo nepen coboii. OHa He cobupasach
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6eXaTh, YTOOb OHHM I'HAJIM €€ A0 caMOif 1IIKOJIbl. MaibYUIIKH,
OX YX 3TH BpedHble MAJTbYHLIKH!

OHa mokxocwiach HampaBo, B cTopoHy [loma. Xotb 6l
Xasutu BeIILIAa K 3agHMM BopoTaM! Ho Bce okHa GbUTH ITyCTHI
M OOM Ka3aJicd MOKMHYTEIM. Eif ocTaBasioch TONBKO CMOTpPEThH
Ha Hero.

Kak 310 cka3an OuH? «Tak u Xa€lb BCE€ BpeMsi OKpUKa»?
-Jloppu He 3Hasa, MOYeEMY €if BAPYT BCIOMHIUIOCH 3T0. Ho Ha
KaKoe-TO MFTHOBEHHe OHa 6ynTo BHOBb yBHOeNa, Kak PuHeac
MaxiuH, oTOpoCcHB co j16a npsAab BOJIOC, CEPAUTO NOCMOTPEN
Ha Jlorty DuumMua. Y oHa cHoOBa ycblniaia CIIoOKOHHbIN royioc
JloTThl, yBHIENna e€ JHMLUO, Korga Ta oTBeyana Puny. EE
OTBETHBII B3IISIA CJIOBHO IoBopwI: «MeHsl mpocTo Tak He
ucnyraTh». OX, a Belb Bcero MrHoBeHHe Ha3zaja Jloppu cama
YyTh ObUIO He Opocuiach mop 3awury Joma.

— 9it, Kanak, 4to y Te6s B Kopobke, a? Jlait nocMoTpeTs!

Jloppu o6epHynach.

JIxumMMH, aa, oH 1 Ct3H, 1 Pob6 Jloxnep. JIXxuMmu, Kak
BCerna, Brepeau, yxmbuisgeTcs. JIoppH CHOBa CTaJIO CTPaLIHO,
TaK CTpallHO, YTO AaXe Iopjio Mepecoxio, OHa MoayMana,
YTO HEe CMOXET BLIMOJIBMTh M CJIOBAa. 3aTeM OHa BCIMIOMHWIA
o Jlotre, 0 PuHeace U Pebe. BoT MM AeHCTBUTENLHO ObLLIO
yero 6osThbCA.

— 3710 MOl KOCTIOM 11 NpeacraBieHus, — Jloppu u3o
BCEX CHJI HaJesU1ach, YTO €€ rojioc He APOXMT. — A BOT rae
TBOM HHAelckmii kocTioM, Ixummu? HasepHoe, npocrto
BOTKHELIb B BOJIOCHI JECATOK Nephen?

— Emé 6m! — Bne3 Po6 JlokHep. — 3Haews, YTo OH
coenan? Y ero OsaM e€cTb 3HAKOMBIH B 300MapKe, a TaM Yy
NMTHL, BbIMAZAlOT MNepbsA. TaK YTO OH [JOCTal HacTofllHe
OpJIMHbIE Tepbs, NpaBaa, JIXxumMmMu?

— KoneuyHo. To4HO TaKkHe, KaK Y HACTOSILIMX UHAEHLEB.
OHM HOCWIHM OpJIMHBIE TIEpbfi, — BaXHO KHMBHYN JIXHMMH,
CTPaHHO TMOKOCHBLIHMCh Ha JloppH, CIOBHO OHa y Hero Ha
I71a3ax NpeBpaTHIACh BO YTO-TO COBEPIIEHHO ApYTOE.

— 3oonapk? — teneps Jloppu He HyXHO 6BLUIO NMPHUTBO-
PATLCA 3aMHTEpecOBaHHOM. — Sl TaM ewn€ HU pa3y He Obuia.

— Hy, a g TaK KaXnoe BOCKpPeCEHbE XOXY, — YIbIOHYyCA
JXHMMMH. — A B NIpPOLIJIOM I'oly MOif s AaXe CBOAWI MEHS
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NMOCMOTpeTbh Ha TUTPEHKA. OHH JepXaT AeTEHBINEH OTAE/Ib-
HO, BOT, H Ha HUX MOXHO CMOTPETh TOJILKO Yepe3 OKOLIKO.
Ho y maamM TaM 3HaKOMbIil, NTO3TOMY MEHS NpONycCTWIH. B
3TOM IOy Y HHMX YEpPHBLIN Jleonapa€HOK M 1Ba JbBEHKA. S Mx
elli€ He BHIEJ, HO COOMPAIOCh CXOOHTbD.

HaneBatensckas ynpioka JIXMMMM monaia, Tenepb OH
TOBOPHJI C HEMOAAENLHBIM HHTEPECOM.

— OHH coBceM, KaK KOTATa.

Kotsara! Ha MraoBenne Jloppu BcnnoMHMNa, Kak I XuMMH
BhIroHs1 Ca6GuHy M3 rycTbix KycToB. OHa mpuxana K rpyaH
KOpoOKy M 3auaraia 6ricTpee. JXXKHMMH He OTCTaBall, TENEPb
OH 1Iaraj ¢ He#l B HOTY.

— Tul OB1 BHIENa, KaKHe TaM 3MeH, — NPOOOJIKaI OH. —
TaM ecTb ogHa JUIMHOIA C 3Ty aUielo.

— Hy, He Takasi, noMeHble, — Bo3paswi CT3H.

— 51 ¥yT0, He 3Halo, 0 4€M ropopio? — JIXKUMMH oOepHYJICS
K HEMy.

CT13H noxaj rwe4aMH H npomMomyan. A JIXMMMH BHOBBb
3aroBOPHIL:

— A xakoif TaM ayjuyimratop! Sl ogqHaXanl 4yThb He 3aUMeN
ajutMraTopa caM. Moit asas e3qun Bo Gropuay M XoTen MHe
MPHBE3TH ONHOIO, elé MajieHbKoro. Ho MaMa ckaszana, 4to
HaM Herae OyIeT ero nepxartb.

— Pe6sTa, a 3HaeTe, Koro s xouy? — BMelanica Po6. —
KoHs, BoT Koro. KoHsi, Bpone Tex, 4yTo AepXald B 3ITOH
CTapoi KOHIOLIHe.

— A 3HaeTe, YTO TaM A0 CHX Nop CTOMT? — CT3H MaxHya
Yyepe3 IUIEYO Ha pa3BAIMBUIYIOCS KOHIOWHIO. — Tam crosr
CaHKH, TONBKO GoNbline, — YTOOLI UX TAHYTh, HYXHEI KOHH.
3nopoBo, a? Bot 6Bl Tak npoxaTHTbLCA?

— TouHo, — cornacunach Jloppu.

— A OoTKyza Tbl 3Haews? — NouHTepecoBaics JIXUMMH.

— ¥ Hac B X3MIICTeAe BhINagaeT MHOTO CHera, a B LIKOJIE
6pUTH TaKkHMe caHM. MBI HHOIa KaTajJuch Ha HHX.

— IlpaBna? Hacrosiuue XOHHBIE caHH? — HeIOBEPYMBO
cripocu JIXHUMMH.

— Ja. OHM GBUIH JOBOJIBHO CTapble, HO MX MOYMHWIH H
HHOIIa Jaxe COABAUIM HanmpokaT. B HMXx e3awniu Ha o3epo,
YTOObI MOKATATHCH HAa KOHbKAX.
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— Ha xoHbKkax? — HegoBepuMBO nepecnpocuwi Po6. — A
Tbhl yMeellb KaTaTbCcsl Ha KOHbKax, Jloppn?

— Y Hac mouyTH Bce yMeloT. Sl paHblie Jaxe 3aHHMaJiach
(UTypHBIM KaTaHHEM.

OTOoro eM Toxe 31ech He AOCTAET, ¢ TPYCThIO Moaymaia
Jloppn.

— Cayuraitre, — CT3H 3a6exan Brepén nepel JXMMMH H
Jloppn, — Tak Ha DyncoM ecTb KaToK. Ilo cybboram Tyaa
myckaior AeTeii. B npouutom rony Muctep CrioapT pacckasbl-
Bal 00 3TOM B CMOpT3ajle, TOBOPWI, YTO MbI MOXEM Tyla
3anucarbcsi. Mbl JaXe CMOTpe/IM KHHO O (HUIypHCTax Ha
onMMMNHage. YX, OHU TaK 340POBO KATAJIMCH!

— HayunTtbcs BbiesIBIBaTh TAKHE TPIOKM OY€Hb TPYAHO, —
noxana rviedamMud Jloppu. — YV Hac B ukosne Mucc Jloran
6bl1a ONHAa [OEeBOYKAa, BOT Ta KaTtajach Xxopowo. Ho oHa
3aHMMAaJIach KATAHUEM C MATH JIET U NOCTOSHHO TPEHHPOBa-
nach. HaBepHoe, TaK M HyXHO, €CJIH XO4€eLIb XOPOLIO KATAaThCS.

— IIpouwuroii BeCHOIt MbI €3IWJIM HA NPEeaCTaBJICHHE JiedO-
BOIO peBl0, — BCOMHMWI Po6. — Tak TaM y HMX ObLT apTHCT,
nepeoieThiif MeABEAEM, H OH TOHSUICSI TO BCeMy KaTKy 3a
OXOTHHMKOM. BrUlo Tak cMeluHo!

— ITana obewan, YTo U B 3TOM roay BO3bMET HaM OWJIETHI,
— nepedun ero JIXXUMMH.

INokaszanace wikona, ¥ JIoppH nNpUcMOTpeach K 4acaM Hal
napanHbIM BXOAOM.

— Mbsl ona3abiBaeM.

JIXHUMMH niepexBaTWI €€ B3IJISIA.

— He ono3snaeM, ecnu npobexumcs!

— [Ha, nmobexanu! A Barposwmiii IlIMens, B3-333-33! —
3akpuyan CT3H.

— Xa, a s Ha caMoM pe3BoM KoHe! Briepén, kpacHokoxue!
— u Po6 npunyctun ciegom.

— JlaBaii cyMky! Tebe npunérca npobexarbcs, KaHak! —
u JIxuMMH BoIXxBaTWI y JloppH CyMKYy C KHHIaMH.

OHHu BOeXxasd B LIKOJY KaK pa3 co 3B0HKoM. M Jloppu Tak
M He NOHsJIA, KaK 3TO MNOJYYWIOCh, — YTO OHa Oexana B
Koy BMecTe ¢ JIxummu [lapBrcoM, KOTOpBIH HEC €€ CyMKY
C KHHIaMH, H BOBCe He obmXaJlach Ha TO, YTO OH Ha3bIBaJl €€
Kanak.
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Jlna Jloppu 3ToT yuk-3HA Ha JleHb braromapeHus okasan-
csl 0COBEHHO yoa4YHbIM, NIOTOMY 4YTO y TETM MaprapeT ObuUIO
LIEJIBIX ABa BBIXOAHBIX AHA. OHHM OTNPAaBWIMCH IO Mara3uHaM,
Kynwim JloppH HOBoe POCKOLIHOE IUIaThe, a IOTOM Noobena-
JH B pecTopaHe Ha Kpblllle MarazuHa «bambepc», oTkyaa
6bUT0 BHAHO Bech ropon. Térs MaprapeT BbillUla BMecTe C
Hell Ha Teppacy, TOCMOTpPETh CBEpPXY Ha JOMa H YJIML(bI
DlITOHA.

— B 6ynyiwuemM roay 3aelIHUHA NerW3aX CWIBHO U3MEHUTCH,
— cKaszana Tetsd. — Hepaneko or Hac 6yayT npokiaabiBaTh
HoBoe locce. Jla, ceiiyac MHOroe MeHsieTcsi O4eHb OBICTO,
Jloppu. BoH TaM, NOCMOTpH, — M OHa MOKA3aJia Ha Y3€HbKYIO
MOJIOCKY BOJbI. — 3TO BCE, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT CTAPOIO KaHaja.
A Bcero 4yTh 6oJlee COTHH JIET Ha3al NMyTeUIECTBHE TI0 3TOMY
KaHaJy GbLT1O TAKMM X€e BOJHYIOLIUM ¥ HeOOBIYHBIM, KaK IJisl
Hac — MOJIET Ha pPEeaKTHBHOM caMoJiETe. DIUTOH 6bUI 3ayo-
XeH KaK pa3 TaM, Ile KaHaJ BIaJeT B pPeKy.

— A rne 6pi1 Kanan-TayH? — HeoXHAaHHO CIpocuia
Jloppu.

Téra Mapraper yIUBIEHHO NOCMOTpeJa Ha HeEE.

— Kanan-TayH? Jlaxe He 3Halo, 4TO 3TO. [Ie ThI O HEM
caviiana, Jloppu?

— B JloMe-BocbeMmuctenke, — JIoppH NnoHs1a CBOIO OLING-
Ky. OHa He 3Haja, Mo4YeMy, HO Y He€ MNOSBWIOCh TaKoe
OLIYLUEHHE, YTO €€ MPUKIIOYEHHE, KaK U HcTopHio PuHeaca
u Qebbl, OHa JOJDKHA JAepXaTh Nnpo ce6s. OHa He pacckaszana
06 3TOM Jaxe MHcC DIIMHMI, KOTAa BEPHY/Iach B €€ KOMHATy
B TOT A€Hb, Korma 310 cayuwiock. Ho Jloppu 6buta yBepeHa
elé B OMHOM — MHCC DUIMHI KAKUM-TO 06pa3oM yxe 3Haia
BCE, YTO C Hel NMPHUKIIOYHWIOCH.

— Ha, IoM-BocbMHCTEHOK, — TETA MaprapeT nokauajia
rosiopoit. — XKainb.

— Yo xamp?

— Crpoutenu emE He pelliWd, IIe CTPOUTD pa3BA3KY, HO,
KaXeTcsl, OHM COOMPAIOTCS pacIoIOXMTh €€ KaK pa3 Ha TOM
y4yacTke, rae ctouT JJoM-BocbMHCTEHOK.

Jloppy BuenmmMnach B MOPYYHH OTpPaxacHHA.

— OHH... OHH X€ He MOIYT CHECTH OOM... CJIOMaTh €ro...
pa3Be 3TO MOXHO?
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OHa BBHITSIHYJIA 1I€10, TBITASCh pa3snisaneTh orciona JloM.
Ero ObUIO HE BUAHO — CIMIIKOM JAJE€KO.

— bynem HanesAThcs, YTO HeT, — OTBeTWIA TETA. — YTO-
TO XOJIOAHO cTasio, a? ] eli€ xoyy MOCMOTPETDh TaM OJ1y3KH Ha
pacrmpopaxe, eclii NMPOTOJIKHYCh K mpwiaBkKy. CeroaHs, Ka-
XeTcsl, Becbhb OILITOH BLIOpajicad 3a POXAECTBEHCKHUMH
noJapKaMH.

Cxkopo PoxnecTBo — OHa Xe cobHpasiach CErogHs KyTNHTb
nogapok mjisi 6abymku! Térs Mapraper ckasana, YTo ero
HYXHO OTIIPaBUTb He Mo3Xe cieayloweil Heaean. Ha Mrao-
BeHue Jloppu 3a6bia 00 yrpose, HaBHclUeil Haf
JoMoM-BocbMHCTEHKOM.

— JloppH, — Havana TETS MaprapeT 3THM Xe BeYyepoM. —
Kak T Aaymaewn, MucC DIIMHIA pa3pelldT MHe TPHHATH
NMOCMOTpPETh Ha e€ BBILUMBKHU? Thl CTOJIBKO paccKa3biBajla 00
3TOM, YTO MHE CaMOii CTaJlo HHTepecHO. Thl He nepeallb e
3aBTpa 3alMCOYKY?

Jloppu 6bu1a ynMBIeHa CBOMMHM COOCTBEHHBIMH YYBCTBa-
MH. OHa TMOHHMMAaJNa, YTO HET HHMKAKUX OCOOBIX INpPHYMH,
yT0OBI MUCC DLIMMA NpPATANA OT APYTHX COKpPOBH1IA OapxaT-
Hoit koMHaThl. Ho Bcé-taxm ecnu TETS Tyna NMpHAET — OHa
CJIOBHO YTO-TO Morjia HcnopTuTh. Urto? Jloppu He 3Haia
atoro. U Bc€ paBHo. I'ymo, KoHeyHo.

— Xopolio, — OTBETH/Ia OHa, CTapasiCh, YTOOH B rojioce
He ObLIO CJBILIHO JOCAAbI.

Jloppu craparenbHo ynakoBana apdHK, NOAapox s
6abywiku. Tenepp clegoBasio 3aBEpHYTb NMOAAPOK MMCC DliI-
mux. OHa noaro nepedupana CTONKY <«NOAAapOYHOM»
00€pTOYHOI 6yMaru, KoTopyio npuHecia T€Ta Mapraper. B
CTOPOHY OBbU1 OTJIOXEH OOHMH JINCT, C 3eNEHBIM (POHOM, HE
TaKHM 3€JIEHBIM, KakK IUIaThe Yy MHCC DILIMHI, HO MOXOXHUM. A
y30p ObUI M3 METYLIMHBIX MEPbEeB, 30/10ThIX, TEMHO-KPACHBIX
U 3enéHbX. Jloppu 6bUIa o4yapoBaHa. Y He€ ell€ Hallach
30JI0Tasi ICHTOYKA, KOTopasi Ha 3TOM (poHe cMoTpesiach Mpo-
cTo 3aMeyatenbHo. Jloppu crapatenbHo obepHyna Gemylo
KapTOHHYI0 KOpPOOOUYKY C IUIaTKOM B Gymary, a moToM mnepe-
Bsi3ajla €€ JICHTOYKOH, KaK MoKa3biBajla TETS Mapraper,
ocobeHHbIM 6aHTHKOM. [Togapok Bhirisaesn o4yeHb KpaCUBO M
omnpasaai e€ Hanexasl. U cam nmiaTok — el moBe3no, YTo OHa
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CMOIJIa OTHICKATbh TaKOH CpelM OCTaJIbHOHW MMUIYPBI, KOraa
KpPYroM ObUIO CTOJIBKO AaMO4YeK, AE€PraBLIMX M TepeOHBLIMX
Bcé moapsn. Ilnarox Obu1 Genblif, ¢ Y3eHbBKOH KpyXeBHOH
KaiiMoii M OGonbuioit 6ykBoii «O» B yrmy. U Jloppu einé
BBILIWIA BOKPYT Y30p CBOMM CaMbIM CJIOXHBIM CTEXKOM.

TinaTenbHO 3aBEpHYB NMOCLUIKY, OHa OTHEC/a CBEPTOK B
wikad, rae Jexanu ocTalbHble nonapku K Poxnectsy. Cpeaun
npoyero TaM ObL1 ell€ OAUH MOJApOK, KOTOPBI OHAa 3aKOH-
Yia TONBKO Ha Npoluioi Henene. Jloppu Hagesiach, 4YTO OH
o4yeHb MOHpAaBHUTCA TETe Mapraper, XoTa ceifyac NMoYeMy-TO
3akojiebanace. Koraa oHa nenana ero B JloMe- BockMHCTEHKE,
NMoAapoK Ka3ajCs KpacHMBBIM M M3sIIHBIM. [logyimeuka nsi
MIoJIOK M3 KpacHOro 6apxaTa c 6eioif KpyXXeBHOM OTOPOYKOM
— Xak oHa OyaeT BeIDisgaeTh B 3Toi KoMmHarte? JlaaHo,
ycnioxomwna cebs Jloppu. Térs Mapraper nio6UT cTapoMol-
Hble Beuiy. M nmotoM, KkpoMe Toro y Jloppu 6bU1a MpHroToRiIeHa
6yTBUIOYKA €€ JIOOMMOIo ONEeKOJIOHA.

Jom-BoceMmucreHok, BcnoMHmwia Jloppu. Jlom-BoceMuc-
TEHOK H CKOpPOCTHOE 1iocce. OHa 3arisiHyJIa B TOCTHHYIO.

— A KXorja oHH peuiaT?

Téra MaprapeT oTopBajiach OT KHMIH.

— Y10 pewar, Kpowuka?

— Pemar o Jlome-BocbMucTeHKe.

— Hy-y, s aymalo, Oymer cobpaHHe rae-To B KOHLE
ssHBaps. Bce mionM, 3emyd KOTOphIX Nomnagér B o6nacTe
3aCTpOiiKH, CMOIYT BCTPETUTLCS C KOMHCCHEIA.

HHTepecHO, 3HaeT JIM 00 3TOM MHCC DIIMHA, NMoayMaia
Jloppu. CMOXeT JIM OHAa NMPHITH Ha 3To cobpanue? Jloppu
TOJILKO OBa pa3a BUOeNa, KaK oHa xoauT. A oba paza oHa
nepeaBHTajIack 04€Hb MEJIEHHO, OMTHpasAch Ha IUie4o XaJuTu
M Ha bornblIylo Manky ¢ 30JI04€HO# pyuykoi. Jloppu 3Haia,
YTO OHa HHUKOTJa He BBIXOAUT M3 AoMa. Pa3 B Hememeo u3
6ynouHoil Teo6Ganpza npuberan MaabYHIIKa M 6pan y Xawm
CITHCOK NOKYNoK. OQHaXabl MAJIbYHINKA 3260J1€)1 TPUIINIOM, H
Jloppu caMa XoAWw1a B Mara3uH C 3THM CITHCKOM. XaJUTH TOXe
MOYTH He BbIXOAWIA M3 Aoma. Kak Xe ObITb, €CIM MHCC
DIIMHA He CMOXET NpPMIATH Ha 3T0 cobpaHHe, W NOGHTHCH,
YTOORI IIou-Bocmwnm:euox He CHocwin?
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— Miucc DuMHa yXe cTapeHbKass, OHa OY€Hb IUIOXO
xonut, — JloppH HakOHell BhIpa3Wia CBOH CTpax B CJIOBaX. —
Yro0, ectm OHa He CMOXET NMpHIATH Tyna?

— 3HaydT, OHa OTIpPABHT TyAa CBOEro agBokaTa. Tak
MOCTYNAT MHOTHE — TIOLLTIOT aJBOKAaTa, KOTOpPbIA Oyner
TMPENCTABIATh HX UHTEPECHI.

Jloppu B3moxHyna. Eit ocTaBaloch TOJIBKO HAalesITbCA, YTO
3TO0 oKaXeTcs npasnoil. Ho 3aBTpa oHa HempeMeHHO CIIpo-
CHUT y MHCC DUIMHM, €CTh JIH Y HE€ aBOKaT.

Ho Hazabrpa... Koraa JloppH ycTpoMnaach psiioM C MMCC
OUIMHI, OTKPHIB CBOI0O KOPOGOYKY C pyKoaelIHeM M LeNbli
6aTaJIbOH MTOJIOK BBICTPOWICH Nepel Hell, oXuaas, Koraa xe
B HMX BACHYT HHUTKY... Jloppy Jaxe He 3Haja, ¢ Yero Hayarb.

— YT0-TO CAYyYHUNIOCH, — 3aMETIJIa MHCC DIIMHI, NTONpaB-
nss rsuibubl. [loroma Ha ynuue crostia Xxmypasi, B KOMHaTy
BHEC/TH BBICOKME KAHAEHAOpHI, H B KAXAOM IopeJio Mo YeThl-
pe CBeYH.

— To1 yeM-TO oropueHa. Yro, cHoBa JIxummu IlapBuc?

Jloppu co B3moxoM Tmpojena MSATKYIO WIEPCTIHYI0 HHThb
KPEMOBOIO LIBETa B HMITy M BOTKHYJIa HIOJKY C Kpalo B
TISUTBLBI.

— Hert... OH Bcé ewmé 30BéT MeHd KaHak, HO g He
0o01Xaioch.

— Touno? Ilo MHe XOTh rOpLIKOM Ha30BH, TOJIbKO B MEYKY
He craBb? BepHo, Jloppu?

— Hy, He coBceM Tak... — JloppH BOTKHYNa psSIoM C
NMepBOM MINOH ell€ OAHY, C NMepJaMyTPOBO-PO30BOH HHUTHIO.
— Ilpocro... npocTo, 1 AYMalo, OH GoJbllle HE XOYET MEHS
obuneTb. OH Jaxe MIOOHT NOGOATATD.

— U 1ebe He nMpoTHBHO ero cayuiats? Bean Takas BpeaHas
H 37100Has IMYHOCTD?

Jloppy akKKypaTHO OTMOTaJla PO30BYI0O HHTOYKY.

— Hy-y... OH, HaBepHOe, BOBCE HE TaKO# yX H BPEAHBIH.
MoxeT 6BITh, OH U3MEHWICH.

— A MOXeT, Thl y3HaJIa ero no6Jvxe, ¥ Tenepb BUAULIL HE
TONBKO BHellHee. MHoroe n3MeHsiercsi, JlJoppH, U MHoOraa K
ayqueMy. Korna-1o, 1aBHBIM-IaBHO, HeAaJIeKO OTCIONA XWIH
monH. OHH npHexanu paboTaTh Ha KaHane. Ho oHu 6pUH U3
Ipyroil cTpaHbl, OHH TOBOPWIH Ha APYIOM si3bIKe, U XOIWIH
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B CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO LIEPKOBbB, @ HE B Ty, YTO B AepeBHe. OHH
YYBCTBOBAIH cebsi COBCeM INPYTHMH, M NMO3TOMY AEepXaIUCh
cBoMx. U mionu M3 NepeBHH ToXe HE XOTEJIU APYXHUTb C
NPHILUIBIMH, JaXe €CJIH KTO NBITAICS OBITh ApyXeMoOHbIM.
TOrAa YacTO CTaIH CIY4YaThCs ApPaKH.

MHorue M3 3THX JIOAciH NMPHBO3WIH ClOJAa U CBOH CEMBH,
MOTOMY YTO B HMX CTpaHe 6bL1 ronoa. JIpyrue Opanu B XEHBI
XeHIHH H3naieka. Ho xorga Bce OHM NMpHE3XAIM ClOIa,
cay4asnioch To Xe camMoe. OHH He 3HaJIM APYT ApYyra, U 3Ta
CTeHa ‘BblpacTajla BCE Bbllle M Bbillle, U HaKOHEll JIOOH C
KaHaJia M JIIOAHM U3 JepeBHH ObUIM rOTOBLI NIOBEPUTH B JIIOOYI0
HeOBUTHLLY O coceasix.

JloppH BOTKHYyZAa B ISUIBLLI €€ ONHY MIVTY C KpeMOBOM
HUTKOM.

— Bnl ropopute o @unHeace u Pebe, Mucc Swmua?

— Meba u PuHeac, U MHOTHE IPYTHE, KaK OHU. XOTb OHH
M He 3HaJIH 06 3TOM, HO B Ty HOYb, KOT1a OHH MPHLLUIH CIOJa,
B CTEHE MOABHIACH MepBas TpeUIHHKA. OHM NOBEPWIH KOMY-
TO C IPYTOH CTOPOHBI. A 3TO O3HAYaNO NMEpeMEeHbl ¢ 06enx
cTopoH. JIIoAM OOJDKHBI HAYYMThCSI HE MCKATh B APYTHX Te
4YepThl, KOTOPBIX OHH GosATCA.

Jloppu# OTMOTajlla KyCOYeK IpsDKM KOpaUIOBOIO I[BETA,
OTMepsisi HYXHYIO JUTHHY, H OTpe3ajla ero MaJleHbKUMH HOX-
HHUYKAMH B GopMe aucTa — JIMHHBIHN KITIOB CITyXWI JIE3BHSIMH.

— To ectb — s 6osuach JIXUMMH, MO3TOMY OH Ka3aJjics
MHe TakuM? A mnoyeMy TOraa OH...

— Havan apa3sHUTh TeOs1 «KaHaK» M TOHATLCA 3a TO6O#?
MoxeT GbITb, MOHAaYaJly OH AyMaJ, YTO 3TO NMPOCTO HIYTKAa.
Ecmm 6B THI TOrga 3acMeslach B OTBET, Ha 3TOM OBl BCE H
KOHYIWIOCh. A 3aTeM, KaK 3TO 4acTO C/IydaeTcsl, eMy MoHpa-
BWJIOCh TOHSITbCA 3a TOGO#, MOTOMY 4YTO Thl Gosutach ero.
Koraa xe Tl noBena ce6s TaK, CJIOBHO He GOHMIILCS eTo, OH
TYT Xe TMPEeKpaT1 OXOTUThCS 3a To6oi. OH, MOXeT GbITh, H
He cTaHeT Tebe Gnu3kuM apyroM. Ho MHe kaxeTcsl, YTo OH
BOBCE HE TAaKOM yX NPOTHBHBIN.

— Jla, He Takoi, — Tenepb JIoppH NOTAHYNAACh 32 LINTY/Ib-
KOH 30JIOTHCTOIO LiBeTa. — Mucc DIIMHA, a YTO CAYYMIIOCh
¢ ®uneacom H Peboii notom?

Hactynuno MoidaHMe, Takoe gonroe, 4ro Jloppu yaus-
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JIEHHO TOAHSAJIA IVia3a, JAepXa B ONHOH pyKe HIOJKY, a B
OpYroii — KoHel HHTKM. Mucc DuiMna 6onblile He ynbiba-
nack. OHa 3ayMYHBO BepTesia B NATbLIaXx KOPOOOUYKY, KOTOPYIO
BBIHY/Ia M3 CTOJIHKA. KOopoGOoYKy ¢ 30JI0THIMU MIOJIKAMH.

— OHH caenanu cBoii BbIGOp, JloppH, M XWIH NMOTOM
TaKOM XH3HBIO, KaKoif caMM xoTeqH. UHorma Xu3Hp MoXeTr
TaK yOapHTh YeJIOBEKA, YTO TOT HaBCETAa OTBEPHETCH OT Hee.
Oii, nocMOTpH, Kakoi cHer!

Jloppu noBepHynach K OKHY. B 1IENKY MeXny KpyXeBHbI-
MM KpasiMM WITOp ObUIO BMOHO, KaK KpyXaT M MNajaior
OonbiiHe CHeXUWHKH. Pa3znanoch HerpoMkoe MSIyKaHbe W Ha
MOJOKOHHMK Bckouymna Cab6uHa. OHa BCcTaJla Ha 3aJHHe
JlanKd, ¥ 3ackpeblla mepegHHMMM TNO CTEKIY, MNbITasgch HO-
6paTbcst 10 3THX GOJBIIMX CHEXHBIX MYX.

— XBatuT Mrosok, Jloppu, — KMBHyJa MHCC DUIMUIA. —
CeronHsi HaM NIPUAETCS 3aHUMATLCSI HE TOJIBKO 3THM. XOpo-
wo, yro CabMHa HalmOMHWIA MHE.

Jloppn nomorsia eil OTCTaBHTbL ISUIbLLI B CTOPOHY, H
yBHAENA, YTO MHCC DIIMHA BCTAET Ha HOIH, MENJIEHHO, C
ycwiusaMH. OHa 1IarHyna Briepén, M MHUCC DUIMHA Onépiach
Ha e€ IUleYo, KaK Oonupanach Ha 1ieyo XaJuiH.

OHH MEJIEHHO ABMHYJIMCH K 6OJIBIIOMY CTOJNY, Ha KOTO-
poM ObUIM pa3fioXeHbl 0Ope3KH TKaHM, BElllM, OXHAAlOLIHe
MOYMHKM. MHcc DuIMHI He OCTAaHOBWIACh HH PSAOM C
KpyXeBaMH, HH PSAIOM C YyJECHBIM IIEIKOBHIM XaJaTOM,
YKpallleHHbIM 3aMeyYaTe/IbHbIMH BLILIUTHIMH NITHLAMH (MHCC
DOLIMHA TOBOPMJIA, YTO 3TOT XajaT ObUI CUIMT JaBHBIM-IaBHO,
B Kutae,  HocHTb ero fomkeH 6bUT caM umnepaTtop). OHa
JIONUIA O CAaMOTO JaJIbHEro KOHIIA CTOJIa, Te JIEXalIH MpoCcTo
0o0pe3KH TKaHe# M TeChbMbl, aKKYpaTHO CMOTAHHbIE U TiepeBs-
3aHHble WIEPCTAHBIMH oOpe3kaMHu. 3aech MHCC DIIMMI
OCTaHOBWIACh U CTOsUJIa IOBOJILHO 10Jro. Jloppu nokasanoch,
YTO OYEHb JOIr0. A NMOTOM NONMpOCHiA:

— JleHTOYKa KpacHoro 6apxata. BoH TaM, psaoM c roixy-
6oii. [la, BoT 3Ta. Jlaif eé MHe.

Bapxat okasajics O4YeHb TOJICTHIM, HO Ha OIIYNb ObLI
MSITKHM, COBCeM KaK 1IENKoBbiH. U mo uBeTy OnU1, Kak Te
IpaHaThl, KOTophle HocHIa Mucc DuimMua. Kak Toimbko Kyco-
Yyek GapxaTa oka3zaincs y JloppH B pyke, OHH TaK Xe MeJICHHO
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BEPHYJIMCh K KpeciIy. YCeBUIHCbh, MMCC DUIMMI MNOJOXWIa
6apxar K ceOe Ha KOJICHH M NMPHHAJIACh YTO-TO MCKAThb CPEelH
LIMy/ieYeK M KATylleK, B CTOJIE C MHOXECTBOM OTIEJICHHUH.
HakoHell oHa BHITaLIWIA KATYLIKY Y€PHOIO JepeBa ¢ OrecTs-
LIHMH cepeOpsAHBIMH HUTKAMH. biiecTHT npsiMo Kak €noyHas
rmpasiiaa B «bambepc», monymana Jloppwu.

A 3aTeM MHMCC DLIMHI BbIHY/IA W3 IPYTOTO SLIHYKA COBCEM
yXe MaJIeHbKYIO Kopo0o4Ky. Korna oHa noTpsicna e€, pasgai-
csl TUXUM-TUXUH 3BOH.

— MmMpppy! — CabuHa cockounia ¢ MOAOKOHHHKA, B IBa
CKayKa OKa3ajiach pSAOM ¢ MHCC DIIMHA M BHITSHYJIACh Ha
3aJHUX JIaNKaX, He CBOIS B3IIsa C KOPOOOYKH, KOTOpas TaK
3a3BeHeNA.

Miucc DuiMua NpUNonHsIa KpBILIKY.

— Konokonpuuku! — Jloppu 66110 He MeHee JTIIOOOTBITHO,
yeMm CabuHe.

— Konokonpuuku, — comacuiach Mucc duimua. OHa
JocTajia M3HYTPH OOHMH, pasMepoM He Oojibllie HOITA, H
JIETOHEYKO €ro BCTPsIXHYJa. 3BOH NPOWIEN O4eHb THXHH, HO
Takoi KpacuBblit! BHYTpH ocTaJINCh KOJIOKOJIbYHKH €1II€ MEHb-
1le, MEepBbI OKa3ayicsl caMbIM KPYTIHBIM.

— Hy, xak 1e6e, CabuHa? — Mucc DIIMHA NPOTSAHYJIA el
6apxaTHYIO JICHTOYKY B OJHO# pyKe, a KOJIOKOJbYHK B ApPY-
roii. Kollleyka cejla H IPHHIOXQIaCh.

Jloppu nokasanocsk, yto CabuHa OOGHIOXHBAET BellH BMOJI-
HE OCMBICJIEHHO, CJIOBHO Ui He€ OHHM HMEIOT KaKoe-TO
ocoboe 3HayYeHHe.

— Mppy! — CabunHa nor€pnach rojJoBoii 0 pykKy MHCC
OLIMHA U, MAXHYB XBOCTOM, CHOBA BCIIPBITHYJIa Ha OKHO.

Miucc DMK NPOTAHY/NIA PYKY 3a HTONBHHMLEH C 30/I0ThI-
MH MIVIaMH. BbIHMMas oHy U3 HHMX, OHa momnpocuia JloppHu:

— Hoporas, 6yab Tak nodpa, 3aBeAH MY3bIKAJILHYIO 1IKA-
TYJIKY.

My3bIKajIbHasl UIKATY/IKA CTOsUIa Ha OTHEJIbHOM CTOJNMKE.
MatoBo OTCBEeYHBAIH CTEHKH U3 MOTEMHEBLIETNO, OTIOJIHPO-
BAaHHOIO KpacHOro JepeBa, a KpBIIKAa MO KpasM Oblia
MHKPYCTHPOBaHa MaJICHbKMMM IUIACTHHKAMH CJIOHOBOM KOC-
1. Korna oTkpmiBajlach KpBILIKA, HYXHO ObLUIO HaXaTh Ha
MaJIeHbKHH PBYAaXOK — M HayMHajlach My3bIKa. Mysbika
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LIKATYJIKM HEMHOTO TOXOAWIa Ha 3BOH KOJIOKOJIBYMKA, THXas
H 3BeHsAas, u Jloppn oHa oyeHb HpaBWiach. OHa OTKphUIa
IIKATYIKY M MY3BIKA 3alOJITHWIa KOMHATY.

— Tloaxonsiiasd My3biKa, — KHBHyJIa MHCC DLIMHA. —
«Bomue6Has ¢neitra». CeroaHst AeHb BoauieocTBa, JloppH.
OnHM OHH TIOAXOASAT IJIA BommeOGcTBa, apyrve — HeT. Ho
CEerofHs AcHb BOJLIEOCTBA.

— INotoMy yto MAET cHer? S HUKOrIa He AyMaJa, YTO CHeT
— 3T0 YTO-TO BOJILIEOHOE.

— BomueOGcTBO B 3TOM MHpE HE3aMETHO TOJILKO MOTOMY,
YTO MBIl CJIMIIKOM CJIeNbl WIM CIHLIKOM 3aHSThl coboi,
4YTO0bI IOCMOTPETh BOKPYT, Jloppu. Cnenota u HeaoBepHe —
BOT JBa Bpara Bomueoctsa. Ho ToT, KTO BHOMT, H TOT, KTO
BEPUT, — TOMY OTKPOIOTCS MHOTHE TYTH.

Mucc BuiMHa OTMEpWIA JIEHTOYKY, NOTOM CJOXIIa eé
MoToJIaM M OTpe3ayla KycodeK cepeOpsiHOi HHTH.

— Broets eé, Mucc BumMun?

Miucc DuMHa nokayana rojioBoi.

— Her, 3Ty HUTB ¥ 3Ty M1y — HeT. Ha 3ToT pa3 Tonpko
s CMOIY CHOEJIaTh 3TO.

OHa B3sU1a B PYKH OOHY M3 30J0ThIX 1. HUTB cpa3y xe
BAENACh B YIIKO, H MMCC DIIMHA NPHHSJIACH CLIMBATh Kpas
CNOXEeHHOH BaBoe JieHTHl. JloppH NpHUBLIKIA BHMIETh, KakK
OHa, He TOPOICH, IOBEIHPHO BLILIMBAET WIH BSIKET KpyXe-
Ba, HO HHKOIrAa He BHAeJa, YTOObl MHCC DUIMHA HIWIA TaK
6picTpo. M 3TO OBUT He mNpOCTOil MpAMOM CTEXOK, MIVIa
PHCOBaJIa Ha JIEHTOYKe y30p. 3070Tas HIVIa ApKO Onecrena B
CBeTe NMOACBEYHUKOB U JIoppH nokasanoch, 4YTo MHUCC DIIMHUL
LWILET HEe MPOCTO HMIVIOH, a JIYYHKOM CBETa.

Jloppy npHHsIAch 3a CBOIO paboTy. DTO ObUT pOXIECTBEH-
CKM# noJapok, ¥ oHa ell€ BYepa Obuia Tak AososnbHa uM! Ho
B3ISSHYB Ha NMepeAHMK Tenepb, OHA NMOYYBCTBOBAJIA HEYNOB-
neTBOpEHHOCTb. [IpocTeHbKHe Oenble 1LBEeTHI Ha KpacHOM
MaTepHH Ka3aIuCh IpyOBIMM H CIMIIKOM GonbuimMu. Jaxe
caM y30p NoKa3ajicsi €ii HEpOBHBIM.

A My3bIKaJIbHAs 1IKATYJIKA BCE Wrpajia, M HMIJla MHCC
OLIMHA cBepKaja B €€ pyKax Tyaa-cioga. CabMHa MaxHysa
Janoi Ha CHEXMHKHU M CIIPHITHY/Ia C OKHa, YTOOBbI BBITSIHYTb-
cs Ha KoBpHKe nepel KaMmuHOM. U JloppH, 3a0bIB 0 HeynayHOM
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nepeiHHKe, TIOYYBCTBOBaJia cebsl BNOJIHe cyacTMBoil. OHa
6bU1a B 6€30MACHOCTH... B NMOKOE... B THIIMHE... E€ oKkpyxXano
TEIUIO M CYacTbe, M BCE HOOPO, KOTOPOrO TOJBKO MOXHO
noxenats. CHapyX# ObUIO XOJIODHO M XMYpPO, a 3[eCh ropein
OTOHb M CBeT...

OHa He cpa3y NMOHSUIa, YTO MY3bIKIbHAas LIKATYJIKA 3a-
moyyana. Ho Mestonus npoaosoKaiachk, ¥ 3TO HaneBajla MHCC
SumMua. JloppH nokasanock, YTO OHa CJIBLILIXT CJIOBa, HO OHA
He MoIjla pa3o6paTh MX. A necHi TeKla M TeKiIa, HIJa
nerana... UHoraa Mucc 3mMHa gocTaBaja M3 KOpOOGOYKH
KOJIOKOJIbYHKH, caMble MaJIeHbKHME, U NPHIINBAJIA UX BIOJb
JIEHTOYKH, OIMH 332 OOHUM. 3BOH KOJIOKOJIbY4UKOB TOXE BILIE-
TaJcAd B MECHIO, 3Ha4eHHus1 KoTopoii Jloppu Tak U He Moria
TIOHSTD.

M naxe coGcTBeHHble CTeXKHM Jloppu cTanu ObicTpee H
Jlerde, U 1IOB He cOuBasica. OKa3anoch, YTO M €€ HIVIa JIETaeT
Tyma-clona B putM necHe. U xorma Jloppu moHsuia 3to, e€
MIJIa 3anopxaja MOoYTH TaK Xe ObICTPOo, KaK M y MHCC DLIMMA.
OHa ToxXe cTajla MYpJBIKAThb cebe moj Hoc, Jaxe He 3Has
CJIOB, MOAXBATHB TOJIbKO MEJIOAHIO.

— Ait! — Jloppu yxonona urioi naseu.

Mucc Sumua nokasana el 6apXxaTHyI0 MOJIOCKY € KOJIO-
KOJIbYMKAMH, H JIoppH TONIbKO ceiyac Kak cjieyeT pa3risigena
€€ M TNOHsIA, YTO 3TO TaKoe.

— OwueitHuK?

— HMeHHO Tak, goporas, omeiHUK. CabHHa ToXe mnoy-
YHUT CBOM POXIECTBEHCKHH NOOApPOK.

— Ho pa3se oHa 3axodyer ero Hocuth? Benp Kouxm...
HEKOTOphle KOLIKH... — JIOppH yXe Koe-4To 3Hajla O KOTaXx.

— CabuHa — 3TO He «HeKoTophle Koluku». CabuHa —
ocobeHHad KollIKa. A YTO KacaeTcsl OLIEHHHMKA, TO B CBOE
BpeMs 3TOT OlIEHHHMK OHa HajleHeT c pagocTbio. U — yxe
yeTbipe 4aca. XaJUIH NPHUIOTOBWIAa HWMOHpHbIE NPSIHUKH H
xuTaWckuii yait. Hageloch, ¥ TO U Apyroe OCBEXMT Hac.

3o010Tasn UTONKAa McYe3na OOpaTHO B HTOJbHHULY, a HIO/b-
HULAa — obpaTHO B sAmmMyeK. Mucc DuMHA NMO3BOHWIA B
CBOM MaJleHbKMif KOJIOKOJbYHK. [loTOM OHa ynbIGHyJach
Jloppu.
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— Kaxercs, JloppH, Tel ToXe BpeMeHH 3psd He Tepsia.
Ewmé crexok-apyroit, ¥ TBoii dapTyK OyaeT roros.

Jloppu ¢ u3ymyJeHHMeM YyCTaBWIach Ha cBolo pabory. OHa
noyTH Bc€ caenana! M aTo okazanoch Tak NMpocTo, CTOWIO eif
ToNbKO HayaTh! OHa aKKypaTHO CI0XHIa GapTyK H cnipsiTana
ero B HUXHee OTHeJeHHE CBOel KOPOOKHM C pyKoAe/lHeM.

— Miucc DumMun, — Havazna oHa HeyBepeHHo. — Y Bac
€CTb 3HaKOMbIe aiBOKATHI?

— 3a cBOIO XH3Hb, JJoppH, MHE NPHUIIIIOCH TO3HAKOMHTh-
cs C HECKOJBKMMH. A mnodeMy Tl CripaliMBacuib? Y Tebs
HETIPUSITHOCTH € 3aKOHOM? — 3aKpbIB CBOH paboyHii CTONHK,
MHCC DLIMHI YJIBIOHYNACh.

— Tlotomy yro... Téras Mapraper ckaszana, yro Oyayr
HETIPUSITHOCTH C 1UOCCE H... H YTO OHH XOTHAT MPOJIOXUTD €ro
3aech!

Mucc DummMua OGonblie He ynbibanack. E€ pyku THxo
ONYCTWIHChL Ha CTOJL.

— Jla. O6 3TOM NMOroBapMBaJIH.

— Ho 1étst MaprapeT cka3ajsia, YTO OHH JOJDKHBI YCTPOHTD
cobpaHme, U TaM GyayT roBOpUThL 06 3TOM, H YTO €CJIM KTO-
TO He CMOXET NMPHATH Ha 3To cobpaHHe, TO BMECTO HEro
MOXeET NMPUWTH aJBOKAT.

— HymMaio, Tak oHO M 6yaeT. Thl GecioKoHuIbCA 332 MEHS,
Jloppn? Buxy, Buxy. Hy, yro X, moxuBémM — yBuaum. A
BOBce He Ge3zalqurHa, JIoppH, He Tak yX M Ge33alluTHA.

Tenepps Ha e€ NMlle CHOBA MOSBWIACH YJIBIOKA.

— H, Jloppu, ecnu xoyelllb, MPUXOAU 3aBTpa Ha Yal. A
ell€... — TYT OHA MOTSHY/JaCh B CTOPOHY BBLICOKOIO CTOJIA,
CTOABLIETO B TEMHOM YIIIy, — IpHMHECH MHe Oymary H
YyepHWIa, poporas. 1 Hanmuuly 3amMcKy TBoeil Téte. S Oymy
TOJIBKO pajia, €CJIM OHAa NMPHAET BMeCTe ¢ TOGON.

Jloppn nogHsanack ¥ nouuia 3a 6ymaroii. OHa HCKpeHHe
XoTeNa, YTo6kI BCE AEHCTBUTENBHO OKA3a/IOCh TaK, YTO Y MHCC
OLIMHA JeHCTBUTEIbHO €CTb, YeM 3alUTHTLCA OT 3TOIO
wocce. [ToroMy yto... moToMy yto... JIOppH He MOIVIa BbIHE-
CTH NOJOOHOM MBICJIH. DTOT JOM... 3Ta KOMHATA... UX HeJb3s,
OHM He JOJDXHbI ObITh pa3jioOMaHbl B LIENKH.
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Hom-6ocomucmenox
cnpaénsem Poixcdecmeo

CHer weén BCclo HOYb H YTPOM, KOra OHH MOLUIM B
LIEpPKOBb, TOXe. A IHEM, Koraa T€T Maprapet u Jloppu nwiu
yaii B TEWION OapxaTHOH KOMHaTe MHCC OUWMHI, JHEM
BBIIJIIHYJIO COJIHBILIKO, U Ha CHETy 3aIUISICAIM THICSTYU Kpo-
we4yHbIX McKp. CabuHa XMypunach Ha OrOHb B KAMHHE H
Mypabikana. Jloppu noaymasa, YTO 3TO OYEHb IOXOXE Ha
MECHIO0, KOTOPYIO HaleBajla MUCcC DLIMMA, KOTIa 1WA olleii-
HHUK IS KOLIEYKH.

JleBouka omycTWIach Ha KojieHM psitoM ¢ CabuHoit u
CTajla CMOTPETh B OroHb. TOT XMW1 CBOel XH3HBIO, OCOOBIMH
MHD OTHEHHBIX N€PEBLEB H KPACHO-XENTHIX JUCTHEB... YU
B KaMHHE THXO TNoOTpecKuBaid, a CabHHa Mypyajla CBOIO
OECKOHEYHYIO TECEHKY.

Térs Mapraper BMecTe ¢ MHCC DUIMHA PacCMaTPHBAIH
BLILIHMTBIE KAPTHHBI, BHCsSLIME Ha cTeHaX. To ecTb, TETA
MaprapeT pa3misabiBajia X, niepexoas OT OAHO# K APYroM, U
3ajjaBajla COTHH BOIPOCOB, a MHCC DIIMHI OTBeYyasla, CHIs B
Kpecsiie. B KOMHare ropejio MHOXECTBO CBedeil, a B OKHO
6WI0 coNHIle, TaK YTO CBeTa ObUIO MpeaocTaToyHo. Korma
T€T Mapraper caeinana Kpyr no KOMHaTe M BepHyJach K
OoKkHY, JloppH ycibilllaia B rojloceé TETH HOTKY BOCXMILUECHHSA

— ...My3€eliHble 3KCIMOHAaThI!

— Ceroans, 3aecbh — ja. Ceiiyac MHoroe nosabsito. Ho
BCE 3TO AENAJIOCh C YIOBOJLCTBUEM, H T€, KTO AEJAJIH 3TO,
TOpAWINCH CBOMM TaJlaHTOM. Bcé 310 fenanock He Mo 3akasy,
a Mo BeJICHHIO AYLUH.

— Dboxe Moii, kakie KOBpbl! A BBILIMBKM — 3TO Xe€
npocTo yyao! O TakoM MOXHO NpoYecTh B CTApPbIX KHMrax, HO
YBUACTb COOCTBEHHBIMHM IJla3aMH... A robGeleHbl, — TETH

Mapraper KpyTWwia IoJIOBOM H3 CTOPOHBl B CTOPOHY, —
Kakoe MactepcTBO! OTO NpoCcTO Be/MKOoJenHo. I HUKoraa He
BHIEJIa CTOJNb 3aBEPIIEHHON KOUIEKUMM — TYT MHOIMM
BellaM A0 TPEXCOT JeT! U B TaKoM OTJIMYHOM COCTOSTHMH!
— O, TKaHb cTapeeT noA rpysom Jer. Ho 06 3toM MoxHo
no3aboturbes. A 3a604ych 0 Beljax, IOTOMY YTO 3TO JOCTAaB-
JissleT MHe yIOBOJILCTBUE — 51 Bellb HE YacCTO BBIXOXY M3 JOMa.
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Ho Bcé npoxoaut c TeyeHHeM BpeMeHH. MoxXeT ObITh, HacTy-
MUT TaKoe BpeMs, Korja 060 BCEM 3TOM Mno3abynyr. U ecnu
O HHX HEKOMY OyleT 3aGOTHTBLCSH, TO NMYCThb JydYlle BCE 3TH
paboTbl MCYE3HYT. A BIIpOYEM, CETOAHS CIMIIKOM XOpPOLIHIA
IeHb, YTOOBl AyMaTb O TAKOM — COJIHLUE CBETHT H CHer
HCKPHUTCS KaK OpWUIMaHT, He TakK Ju?

OHa no3BOHWIA B KOJIOKOJIBYMK U B3T/IsIHY7a Ha JloppH.

— Hoporasi, MoXeT 6bIThb, THI NMoMoXellb Xan? Hama
6ecueHHass XaJUIH, 411 He€ MIPOTHBHH M MHCKH TO Xe caMmoe,
YTO /IS MEHSI — MOM MBI U npspka. Celiyac el Tak peAko
NpeIoCTaBIsIeTCs BO3MOXHOCTh OJIECHYTh CBOMM HCKYCCT-
BOM, HO CETOAHSM, KaK MHE KaXeTcsl, OHa NpeB30HIET ceds.
locT Ha BOCKpECHBIH 4Yaii — 3TO yOOBOJBCTBHE, KOTOPOIO
Mbl OBUTH CJIHIUKOM JOJTO JIMLIEHBI.

N Jloppu oTnpaBwiack Ha KyxHio. OHa 3arisiibiBaja Tyaa
HECKOJIPKO pa3, mpoxoas depe3d npuxoxyio. Ho nmoyemy-to
ZIeBoYKa Gosiach BOMTH Tyna 6e3 npurnaieHusa Xamwi. Toy-
HO TaK Xe, KaK OHa HHMKOrJa He BXOoAWla B OapxaTHY1O0
KOMHATy, He MOCTY4YaBLIHCh H He MOXIABLIHCb, MOKA MHCC
DMHI He cKaxeT: «Bxogure». Termepb oHa ocMaTpHBajiach
KPYTOM C HECKpPBIBa€MbIM JIIOOOMBITCTBOM. A Bellb KYXHSI-TO
OKa3ajlaCh TOYHO TaKOM Xe, KaK U KyXHsl, B KOTOpPOoi OHa
npsiTanach, korna ®uHeac craumn xue6 U UMOUPHBIA Tps-
HHK. TOJILKO B 3TOT pa3 3aech COOMpPaTMCh TOTOBHTbL BOBCE HE
MUPOT.

Ceityac Ha cToJie cTosUIo GrnecTsee cepebpsiHoe 6mono, ¢
cepeOpsiHO# caxapHHLEH, CO CIMBOYHHUKOM, H €lIé C KpyT-
JBIM CTaKaHOM, B KOTOPOM CTOSIIM 4YaiHble JIOXKH C
IBETOYKAMH Ha pydkaX. XaJUln cTosUla y GONbLION TUIMTHI,
HaJIMBasA cepeOpsHbIif YaifHMYeK Kunsieif Bogoit. OHa ybI0-
HyJach, 3aMeTUB, KakK Jloppu NpMHIOXMBaeTCsS K MNpSHBIM
3amaxaM, OT KOTOPBIX J€BOYKE Cpa3y 3aXOTeJIOCh €CTb.

— [Ipyimwu nomouys, mMucc Jloppn? Bor u cnaBHo. Y
Xannm TonpKo ABE PYKH, a He 4YeTbipe, U HET BOJLIEOHOM
NMaJIOYKH, KOTopasi KpyTuia Obl 32 MeHsI KACTPIONAMH. Bo3b-
MHMTE-Ka 3Ty CKATEpPTb a HaKpoliTe 4aiHBbIi cToiauk. U He
YPOHHTE — TaM ellé caideTk, AeTouka. [loroM BepHELIbCS
H MBI pa3bepéMcsi coO BceM OCTAIBHBIM.

Jloppu ¢ TpyZoM noBepHiia, YTO 3TO — OOLIYHAS CKATEPTh,
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B35B B PyKHM POCKOLIHBIA MaTepHal ¢ Ype3BLIMAHHO KPacCHBOM
KpyXeBHOM KaiiMoii. Ho oHa oTHecna e€, mociyllaBIIMCh
XaJUtH, a NOTOM cjiefiana €lll€ OAUH peic Yyepe3 TPEYTOJIbHYIO
MPHXOXYIO0, HAa 3TOT pa3 C TapeJKaMH, MOKPBITBIMH cadeT-
KOii.

— Xawmy, ha Bbl HACTOSUIHMMA XYROXHHMK! — BOCKIMKHY/Na
TéTs Mapraper, Korma caiderku ¢ Omiofell CHsSUIM, H Mof
HHMM OKAa3aJIoCh MHOXECTBO KEKCHKOB, ITHPOXKOB, BCAKHUX
IITYy4eK, KoTopnle Jloppm M BHIesa-TO BrHepBblie. — 3TO
BBIISIAMT CJIMILIKOM XOPOIUO, YTOObI ChECTb.

Xannu paccMesnack.

— Hy-Hy, Mucc JIXepcoH, HMEHHO IJIf 3TONO-TO MX M
nenalor. Jla ¥ MHe B palocTb 3aHATh PYKHM, Hame4db BCEro
noGonbuie. Mucc Ilapnorra, oHa Beab Kyluaet He Goiblie
NTHYKHU.

— Hy, Torna Tol He BHIeNa mTHYeK, XaUIH, — YIbLIOHY-
nach MHcC DMHA. — OHH KITIOIOT BCE BpeMs, €CJIM €CTb YTO
kieBaTh. Korza yenoBek crapeeT, ero oulylieHUs yXe He TaK
OCTphl, KaK paHbiie. K BKyc U 3anax Gosbliie HE YyBCTBYELUb,
M TOJIOBHHA YIOBONBLCTBMS OT eAbl mpomnaxaer. Tak 4ro
XanmH cerofHsl MpocTo paaa yroauTh O6oJjiee NMpU3HATENbHON
ayoIHTOPHH, YeM 1.

CabuHa rpoMKo MSIyKHYJIa, PKMMAsICh K LIMPOKUM CKJIal-
KaM 100ku Mucc Dmmua. CerogHs Ha Heil ObLIO IUIaThe
TaKoro Xe IOKpos, YTO M 3eJIEHoe, HO 3TO OBbUIO cepoe, a
MOBEPX IUIaThsd Y HE€ Ha IUIeYaXx JieXal OTPOMHBIH IUIaTOK U3
TOHKMX, KaK TNayTHHKa, KpyXxeB. Kpas KpyxeB nocraBaiu
MOYTH IO TAJIMH. A Ha 3aMACThbsX 6JiecTeIH IIMPOKHE YEPHBIE
aMaJieBble OpaciieTbl ¢ MaJIeHbKMMH LIBETOYKAMH, BLUIOXEH-
HBIMM M3 Xemuyra. bonbluas Opoiuib Takoi Xe pabGoThl, c
LieJIbIM OyKeTOM M3 MaJICHbKMX XE€MYYXHUH, CKpeIUlsUla Iuia-
TOK.

Mucc DuUIMHA OCTOPOXHO MOTSHYJA 3a 100Ky, ocBO6OX-
Zlasi €€ OT KOroTKoB, KoTopble CabHHa ocMeIWiach 3aIllyCTUTD
B CKJIaJIKH. bpaciieT Ha €€ pyke cBOOOZHO NMOBEPHYJICS — OH
OBbUI clleJIaH He U1 TAKOH MCXyldaBLIeH ¥ CMOPLICHHOM PyKH.
Mucc QMBI nokKayaia rojoBo:

— Hy-Hy, Cabuna. TeGe ToxXe HaIWIM 4alo, HO TaM, Iae
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Tebe MoJIOXEHO. A 31eCh HET HHYETO, YTO MOIVIO Obl 3aUHTE-
pecoBaTh MaJIEHbKYIO KOLIEYKY.

— Hnpém, Cabuna, — nosBana Xawwm. — I[Ipo 1e6d He
3a6bLTH.

Ca0OMHa TOpOIUIMBO CKOJIL3HYIa MUMO XaJUTH, HarnpaBis-
SICh Ha KyXHI0, H MHCC DLIMHMI CHOBA paccMesUlach,

— ¥YX npo Heé€-To He CKaXelllb, YTO OHA pPaBHOMYIIHA K
TpeJIeCTSIM CToJIa.

3uMHMIA Bedep HacTynuwi paHo. Korna oHH Bo3BpalllaiCh
ZIOMOH, TETA MaprapeT HEOXHIaHHO CKa3aja:

— B 3TOM nO0Me MeHs KakK OyATO OKYHYJH B CKa3Ky. 310
6510 KOIKOBCTBO, JJoppH. BpeMsi TaM CJIOBHO OCTAHOBWIOCH.

E€ rosioc yrac, oHa 3agyManach.

— OHM He MOryT cHecTH ero! — Bbipaswia JloppH cBoii
HCITYT, KOTOPbIi BpeMsi OT BpeMEHH BO3BpAalLAICA K Hel.

— 310 MBI ayMaeM Tak, Jloppu. Ho Bo uMsa mporpecca
CEroAHs COBeplIAlOTCS M GosbluMe rpeXu. S TojbKo AyMalo,
KTO Xe OyaeT pamgoBaTbcsl, KOIia MOC/JEeHHUH KIOYOK TpaBbl
cKpoercs noa acdaibToM, KOraa nocjieAHee AepeBO YMaAET
noa Oynboo3epoM, WIH KOrga IOC/IE€OHEro NWKOro 3Beps
TNIPUCTPENST, OTPABAT WiIH mnoiiMaloT. Jloppu, — 1€t Mapra-
peT CHOBa 3aKosebanach, — ...He Telllb ce6s1 HacYET craceHus
Joma-BocsMucTeHKa.

— Ho... xyna xe aenyrcs mucc Jiumua, Xawm, CabuHa?

Térs nokayaja ronoBoit U HMYEro He oTBeTwia. Toraa
JloppH cepaHMTO MOBTOPHIA:

— A B 310 He Bepio! U He cobupaloch AyMaTh, YTO 3TO
cayyurcs!

— Ioxanyiicra, Jloppu! — 1€Ta Mapraper ¢ TpeBoroi
MoCMOTpeJia Ha AeBOYKYy. — Thl JOJDKHaA YMeTh HaJleaThCsl, HO
Thl JOJDKHA M OBITh NrOTOBO# K pa304apoBaHHIO. 3aTIOMHH BCE,
910 Thl BMIeJa B BOCBMHCTEHKe, BBIyYHCh BCEMY, 4YeMy
CMOXElIb, — a TaM €CTb YeMy HayYMThCS TOMY, KTO BMIHT.
Ho [IoM npHHamIeXuT npollefINM THIM, TEM OHSM, Koraa
BpeMs LLIO MelleHHee. [la, MBI IyMaeM, YTO KaK-TO MOXEM
YNIpaB/IATh BpEMEHEM, HO KOTZa Thl XO4Yelllb B3SITbCA 3a YTO-
TO HOBO€, THI Tepselllb YTO-TO crapoe. Thl MOHHMMaellb, YTO
s1 XO4y cKa3aTp?

347



— Jla, HaBepHOe. Ho BCcé paBHO — Kakasl MoOJIb3a B TOM,
YTO6bI NPOJIOXHTL 3TO LIOCCE HMEHHO 31eCh?

— MoxeT ObITBb, TOILKO MBI Tak nyMaeM, Jloppu. Ho Bpsin
JIM MHOTHe cornacsTcs ¢ HaMH. [loToM, 31O el€ He pelieHo
okoHYaTenbHO. Elé Oyaer cobpaHne, H MOXET OwITb, 3TOT
IUIaH CTPOMTEJLCTBA HE TNPOMAET. A MOKa — MHCC DIIMHI
npMriacuia Hac K cebe Ha PoxamecTso.

— YecTHo? — JloppH H30 BceX CWI BUEMMIACH B PYKY TETH
Mapraper. — W MbI noiiném?

— Koneyno. OHa mo6e3Ho pa3pelliniia MHe B3Tb C cO60M
dotoannapar u chororpadpupoBaTh 3TH YyJ€eCHbIE€ BBILIWBKH.
WX HeJb3s JaXe CKOMUPOBaTh, TAKOM pabOThI CETOAHA HUKTO
He CMOXeT NoBTOpHTb. KOHeYHO, Koe-KaKHe Y30phl MOXHO
6ymer ynpoctuth. Ho Bc€ paBHO, — TYT TETH B3AOXHYJNA, —
1151 TOTO, KTO BHAEN OPUTHHAJBI, KOTIMH OYIyT JTHLIb XAJIKUM
nogobueM.

HOHu, ocraBuiMecs no PoxnecTBa, TAHYIHCH GECKOHEYHO
nonro. Ho K cuyacteio, y Jloppu 6bu10 cronbko men' OHa
IomKHa ObUTa METb B XOpe Ha POXIECTBEHCKHWil Bedep, M
pacmiesana ioma «BeTtxkoii nagy6a YKpacHM» 10 TeX 11op, Toka
TETe Mapraper He LBIKHYJIAa Ha He€. T€Ta 3aMeTWwia, 4YTO
HHYETO HE HMEET NMPOTHB POXIECTBEHCKHMX IECEH, HO B 3TO
BpeMsl Tola OHH TPSIMO JIE3yT OTOBCIOAY B YIIIH ¥ MELIAIOT
OyMaTb.

A NoTOM TETS NpHHEC/NA OWieThl Ha CNELHANBHBINH ceaHC
MyabTHKOB Yonra JlucHes. U Jloppu npurnacuna Katu u
Po6a Jloknepos, u JIn3zaber Pocc, koTopasi crosyia psioM C
Hel Ha peneTulMsax xopa. OHH noobGenanu B «bambepc»,
MOTOM €lI€ NEpeKyCWIH B «YOKepc», a TNOTOM, YX€ oA
Beyep, YCIEeIH 3aCKOYHTh B MarasuH urpyuek @OpHMeHa.

— Hy, Jloppu, Mucc IxepcoH, 310 6bUIO LIMKApHO! —
Bocxuiancsi Po6, moka oHM NMOAHUMAIKCH IO JIECTHHULIE.

— MHe TaK noHpaBHWJIOCh, Koraa ¢resi mpeBpaTWIa UX BCeX
B 3Bepeii, — nopnakHyia Katu. — Cnacu6o, Mucc [IxepcoH.

Jloppu comnacwiach — BCE OEHCTBHUTENLHO TONYYHWIOCH
npocto oTM4Ho. Ho xoraa oHa 3allia B KOpHIOP M cejla Ha
ckaMeeyKy, YToObl CHATh CaMorH, €€ JIMLO CTaJO TPYCTHLIM.

— O6benacy MOPOXEHBIM, NepecMoTpesia KHHO, WIH Tpo-
cTO0 ycTana? — ChbeXMIHHYaNA TETS. — XOTA JODKHA 3aMETHTD,
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YTO TIPOTAIKMBATLCA Yepe3 3Ty TONNY — IHEHCTBHTENBHO
YTOMUJISIET.

Jloppu moaHsina royo.y.

— Iocnywait, — Hayana OoHA OOBHHSAIOLIMM TOHOM. —
IToyemy, Hy noyeMy Kath He xoTena cuaeth psagoM c Jiuza-
6er? OHa TONKHY/a MeHS BNepél, Koraa s Xorejla eé
nponycrutb. U JInzaber 3ametnna 3to. U oHa notroM moyru
He pa3sroBapHBaia. 310 Xe HedyecTHo! JIn3abeT cnaBHas, oHa
yMHHLA H KpacuBasi. A K3t — mpocTo BpeauHa.

— He aymaio, yro K3TH — Takasi yX BpeAMHa, — BO3pa-
3uwia T€Ta Mapraper. — K3TH mnpocTo CMOTPHMT Ha BCé
HeMHoro mno-apyroMy, Jloppu. C naBHHMX BpeMEH MeXOy
JIIONbMH CYllleCTBYeT pasaeneHHe. Ceifyac Bcé GoJblie ionei
MOHHMAaeT, YTO 3TO HemnpaBWibHO. Ho Bcé paBHO, Koraa
JIOAH pa3felieHbl U He TbITAIOTCH COMU3UTBCSA, MeXIy HUMH
BbIpacTaeT cTeHa. Ml Torga OHH HaYMHAIOT BEPUTh BCEBO3-
MOXHBLIM OpenHAM O cocele MO Ty CTOpPOHY CTeHbl. U ueM
MEHbIIE OHH 3HAIOT O HE3HAKOMIIE, TEM OXOTHEE BEPHAT, YTO
OH IUIOXOM.

He aymalo, yro6p1 KaTH X0Th pa3 B XHM3HH NpoBesa A€Hb
¢ JInzaber. Unu c moboii apyroit neBouKoii Apyroii pachl.WiH
uBeta. [Io3TOMy OHa 4YyBCTBYeT cebs HENOBKO M HE 3HAET,
YyT0 Xe eil nmenarb. A JIuzaber ToXe NOMATWIACH H He
NbITAlach MOAPYyXMThc ¢ KaTH, Korga Ta B nepBblif pa3
OTTOJIKHYNA €€. Y HHX 060MX 6bUIa BO3MOXHOCTb pa3pyLIHTh
3Ty CTEHy, HO HH Ta, HM [pyras Jaxe He MornpoGoBaiy.

— Ho BB Xe npoGoBanu, npaBga, T€Ts Mapraper? —

Jloppu oTcTraBWwiIa camoru B CTOpoHy. — BoT moyemy Bbl
MoBeJH MX Ha ¢MWIBM IpPO TO, KAaK 3BepH B Oele moMoraiu
ApyT OpyTy.

— Jla. U1 nymalo, B cneayommii pa3 Katu noiMér, 4ro
JIuzaber Takas Xe, Kak oHa. UM oOoOMM HpaBSTCS CTapblii
JNHC U coBsATa. Koria oHM He QyMaiiu Apyr O Apyre, OHH Belb
6onranu 06 MyJIbTHKE, TOMHHUIbL?

— 3HauuT, THI AYMaellb, yTo JIn3aber... He OyneT Ha MEeHs
cepauTtbes?

— Hu xanennku. Ox. A crapas 6onpHass T€TKa, JloppH.
Kak Hacyér Toro, 4ro6pl NMPHUIOTOBUTh YXHMH CaMOi, KaK H
MOJIOXEHO XOopollei, Jo6poil U mocayuHol IeMssHHULE?
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— OnuH yXuH, 3aKka3 npuHAT! — Jloppu Bckoywia H
nobexaa Ha KyXHIO. 3aIVISIHYB B XOJIOIWIbHHK 3a TBOpYeC-
KHMM BIOXHOBECHHMEM, OHa BAPYT BcrioMHWIa PuHeaca u Peby.
Y HHX ToXe He 6bUI0 ApYy3eii. Mucc DuIMua cKasaja, 9YTo OHH
ocramucsh B Jlome-BocoMmucrenke. CtpaHHo. Jloppu 3aMepina
Ha MOJNyTH Medy CTOJIoM M IuMToii. OHa HH pa3y He
paccKa3biBajla TETE O KYKOJIBHOM JOMHKE. A Bellb HMEHHO OH
TaM caMoe 6oJIbILIOE COKPOBHILE, 2 HE BCE 3TH BBILIHWBKH.

Het. KykospHblIii 1OMHK ObL1 4eM-To ewé. Korma, uHTe-
pecHo, oH Obu1 caenaH? BHYTpH OoMHKA He ObUIO €ro
MMHHATIOPHOM KOINMHMHU. B Toii KOMHaTe CTOSUIO TONBLKO Kpec-
JIO, PUCYHOK Ha TIOJTy, NMOJIKM C KHHIAaMM H OyTHLUIOYKAMH,
CBSI3KM KAKHMX-TO CYIIEHBIX PACTEHHii Ha CTEHAaX U PSLAOM Ta
noTaiiHasi KOMHaTa, rae Jlorra cnpstana @uHeaca u Peody.

JloTTa Xuia B ToM goMe. A KTo ewé TaM Xun? JloTra 6b11a
BCEro JIHLIbL MAJICHLKOM JeBOYKOM, HEHAMHOIO CTaplie, YeM
Jloppu. boun nu y He€ oteu win Math? Bpathsa win céctphi?
Kro ucnék xn1e6 M MMOMpHBIH TNpPSIHUK, KOTOpPblE YKpas
@®uneac? MoxeT ObITh, TOT KyKOJbHBIN JOMMK 6GbUT cHeNaH
ansa JlorTel, MHOIO neT Ha3an?

Cxonbko BonpocoB. BoaMoxHo, JloppH cMoxXeT HaifTH
OTBETHl XOTb Ha HecKoNbKo. Tonbko BOT... JlIoppH cHoOBa
OCTaHOBHWJIAch M 3aayMaiach. CMOTpeTh Ha KyKOJbHBIH XO-
MMK eif XOTeJoch BOBCe He TaK yX 4acto. OHa yaMBHJIACh
3ToMy. B nepBblii pa3 oHa yBMAena ero, Koraa MMCC DUIMHUI
paspeliwia el NMocMOTpeTh OoM. BTopoii — Korma MHcc
BuMHI oTnpaBwia e€ Ha nmoucku Cabunnl. U oHa Obuia
yBepeHa — MHcc D1mMua ob6a pasa 3Haja 00 3THX MyTellec-
TBHUSIX B ipyroe BpeMs. 3HAYHUT, 3TO ObLIa HAES MHCC DIIMMI
— otnpaButh €€ Tyma? Ho 3auem? U caenaer M oHa 31O
ewe?

Jloppu nocraBuna Ha cron 6moaue ¢ MaciaoM. Yto-To eif
He OYEHb XOTEJOCh €lUE€ pa3 OTNPABIAThCS Tyaa.

PoxznecTBeHCKMIH NPa3sgHHUK B LIKOJIe 3aKOHYWICS ¥ Haya-
Juch KaHukynael! Tére Mapraper npuiwioch paGoraTh 10
Cpelibl, a poXIEeCTBO NPUXOAWIOCh Ha cy66oTy. Bo BropHHK
JloxsHepn yexanu, HO, K cyacTbio, Jloppu ymanoch yGeauTs
HX, YTO €ii ell€ HYXHO 3aKOHYHTb KOe-KaKHMe POXIECTBEHC-
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kue nogapku. [IpaBna, oHa nocayurHo noobenana ¢ HUMH B
NOHEAENbHHUK U Jaxe noMoria K3t noMeiTh nocyny.

A Ha creaywollee YTpO MaJIbYMIIKA U3 Oy/lOoYHOH NMpPHHEC
3anuckKy u3 JoMa-BoceMucTreHka. Mucc DumMua HHTepeco-
BaJiachb, He cMoxXeT Ju Jloppu nMoMoub el YKpacHTb EJNKY.
Térss Mapraper paspewnwla, U B AecsAtb yrpa Jloppu yxa
LIaraja rno NMoKphITOl CHETOM KHPINIHYHOM JOPOXKE K YEPHO-
My Xomy.

B npuxoxeii oHa CTAHyJa CBOH JIBDKHBIN KOCTIOM M ca-
NoXKU. B aBepsx KyxHHM nosiBWiIach XaJUM ¢ IByMsl OONBLINMH
MMCKaMH B pPyKaxX, C KIIOKBOH M C BO3IYLIHONH KyKypy3OM.

— Kak pa3 BoBpemsi, ieTka, Kak pa3 BoBpems. Hy-ka,
OTHECH 3TO B KOMHAaTy, M cTapoii XaJUIM He MpUAETcs 3a3ps
OUTb HOTH.

D10 6bLTa caMasi oObIYHAas KIIOKBAa M caMmass oOblyHas
KyKypy3a. Jloppu naxe yauBWiIach, HO He CTajla 3aJaBaTh
JMMIIHMX BOTIPOCOB M MOHECNa MX B 6apXaTHYlI0O KOMHaTy.

B ©OapxaTtHoii KOMHaTe MHOroe H3MeHMWIOCh. PabGouwmii
CTOJIMK ObUT OTOABHUHYT K CTE€HE, M ISUIbLIbI C BbILIMBKOH —
ToXe. PagoM ¢ xpecnoM Mucc DUIMHA CTOS €€ OOMH
MaJICHbKHIi CTOJI, a HA HEM — TOJILKO MIOJIbHH1Ia, HOXHHIIbI
na Oonbluasi KaTyuwika ¢ TrpyObIMM OenbiIMM HUTKaMH. Ha
cTyne, rae obprdHO cunena Jloppu, ceifuac cTosia OTKpbITasi
Kopo6Ka, 1 MHCC DUIMHI BBIHHMaJla OTTYAa YTO-TO, 3aBEPHY-
Toe B MAaNMPOCHYI0 GyMary M Bary.

— Tol KaK pa3 BoBpeMsi, Mosi Aoporas. byas Tak mo6pa,
noagoABHHb crol 4yrh nobmmxe. IlocraBp MucKM Tyma, a
xopobkxy — Ha moia. Hy Bot, Tenepnb Bc€ B nopsinke. Kak Tebe
Halua éxoyka?

Ha, y cTeHbl, MEX ABYX OKOH, cTosUia €1o4yka. OHa Gbuta
eml€ HeyOpaHHas, 3eJI€Has M MaJieHbKas, Ha IOICTaBKe,
3aipallTUPOBaHHON 3€J€HON TKaHUbIO. CJIOBHO NpOYUTAB
mbici JloppH, Mucc D1IMMI NOKayajia rojOBOM.

— PaHbllie y Hac Bceraa crosuia 6osbluas €1Ka, 1O CaMOro
notonka. Ho ceiiyac Mbl He cripaBWIKCH Obl C TaKoi 00Jb-
woi. YToObl YKpacHTb TaKylO MaJIEHbKYIO, H TO HaM NpHAETCA
TNOTPYAUTLCS.

W oHa nmpHHANAaCh pa3BOPAYHMBATL MaJICHbKHE CBEPTOYKHM
13 KopoOku. JloppH nomouua no6mmke, YToObl pa3smIsiAETD,
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yTO TaM Takoe. Ha crolie BLICTPOMIHMCH PSIIKM KpOLIEYHBIX
KOpP3HHOK. llenble noIoBUHKH OPEeXOBBIX CKOPJIYNOK, TaK YTO
BHYTPb MOXHO ObLIO 3amsiHyTh. U xoraa Jloppu 3arnsiHyna,
BHYTPH OKAa3aJIMCh KpOollleYHbIe KAPTHHKH, IPKHE U LIBETHbIC
— 3BepIOIIKM, LBETHI, MAIBYHKH H JEBOYKHM. BbUTH M Kap-
THHKH No6oJblle, ¢ amUIMKAIUSIMH U3 6apxaTHO# Oymaru, ¢
6yMaXHBIMH KPYX€BaMHM M3 30JI0TO H cepebpsHoii Gymarn.

OnoHM WIpYWIKH MHcC DIIMHUA cpa3y CTaBWIa Ha CTOI,
IpyTHEe BHHMATENbHO pacCMaTpHMBajia, CJIOBHO BCIIOMHHAas
yT0-TO. BOT Ha cTONE OKa3anach KJIETKA M3 TOHKOM 30J10TOit
MPOBOJIOKH C NTHYKOM BHYTPH, CHEJAHHOW M3 KPOIIEYHBIX
pakyuiek. M el Kop3MHOYKHM, W3 TBO3AWYHHIX TOJMIOBOK,
CIUVIETEHHBIX TOHKOMH NMPOBOJIOKOH, M YKpallEHHbIX OHcepoM. .

— Oii, 3a6b1a, coBceM 3abbL1a, — MHCC DIIMHA NMPOTS-
Hyna JloppH MaleHBKYI0 Kpyriaylo Kopobouky. —,
ITocmoTpu-ka, Jloppu. Korna a 6nu1a ManieHbKO#, 3TO OBLTO
MO€ Jo6MMOe COKpPOBHILIE.

B kxopo6Gouke oKasaJMCh 4YeThblpe KpOlUeYHhie 4YallleYKH,
HAacTOJIbKO MaJleHbKMe, yTo JloppM OaXe He MOHsIa, KakK
Takle MOXHO cenatb. Ho caMbIM yaAMBHTEIbHBIM ObUIO, YTO
B KAXAYIO YallleyKy ObUIa ellé nojioXeHa cepebpsiHas JIoXKa!

— Kaxkue ManeHbKHMe! — BOCXHINEHHO B3noXxHyna JloppH.

— OHH BbIpe3aHbl U3 BHINHEBBIX KOCTOYEK, Aoporasi, —
MHCC DUIMHI OCTOPOXHO OTCTaBHJIAa KOPOOOUYKY B CTOPOHY.

— A BOT TOXe 3HaKOMbIE IUTYYKH, — TyT OHa pa3BepHyJa
MOJIOCKY TOHEHbKOMH TechbMbl. C TeChbMBI CBHCAIH KOP3HHOY-
KH, pa3MepoM He Gonbllie HOITS.

— Bor 3Ta, ¥ 3TH — M3 BHIIHEBBIX KOCTOYEK. A BOT — M3
JIECHOTO Opexa, a 3T0 — M3 XEnyAs. DTH UIPYLUKH JOCTATOY-
HO rpy6ble, YTOObI MOBECHTh MX Ha €JIOYKY. A dallledKH —
OHH MOTYT JIETKO TNOTEPSTHCH.

— S HMKOrZa He BMOE/Na TaKHX MIpYLUEK.

— a, — xMBHYNa MMcC DUIMHA, — TBI TAKOIO He BHIENA.
Buauus m, Koraa-To MOAH CaMH Ae/IaiH Bce YKpallleHHs Ha
€n1ouyKy. ¥ Hac He GBUIO BCeX 3THX GJIECTAINMX CTEKISHHBIX
MIpylIeK, KOTOphi€ Tenephb NpoaaloTcs B MarazuHe. [Toatomy
Mbl IYCKAJIHU B X0 COOGCTBEHHOE BOOOpaXXeHHE H AeNIai CBOH
yKpalleHHs.

— MHe 3TH HpaBsATcs GOJblle, YeM MarasHHHbIE.
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JloppH He cMeNa JaXe NPHKOCHYTHCH K KPOLIEYHBIM Opell-
KaM C KapTHHKAMH BHYTPH, K LEMOYKE M3 OpPEXOBbIX
KOP3MHOYEK, KO BCEM 3THM COKPOBHILAM, YTO MHCC DUIMHMA
paccTapisia Ha CTOJe.

— MHe Toxe, noporas. [IpaBna, oHM y MEHS yXe MHOTO-
MHOTIO JIET, U 51 yXe NPHUBbIKIA K HUM. OHHM TaK IIyGoKO
BPOCJIH MHE B CepAlle, YTO 1 HE B CHJIaX C HUMH pacCTaThCs.

Ona nofHecna K I71a3aM OHH M3 OPELIKOB, BHYTPH KOTO-
POTo HaJl pO30BLIMH M CHHMMH LIBETAMH B3MaXHYJ1 KPbUIbSIMH

ronyos.
— Hy BoTt, — MHcC S1IMHA NONOXWIA OpeX H MOTAHY/aCh
3a uronpHmueil. — HaM HyXHa Takas IJIMHHas HHTKa,

JloppH, 4yT0OBI OHa MorJIa XOoTA ObI pa3 OOEpHYTECS BOKpYT
€nKu. .

Jloppu oTpe3ania HUTKY H Biejia e€ B HDTy. Mucc SLUMHI
B3sJ1a KJIIOKOBKY H aKKypaTHO HaHH3ajla €€ Ha HHMTKY. Ewe
TPH KIIOKOBKH, NIOTOM JBa 3€PHBILIKA BO3AYLIHON KYKYpPY3bl.

— Bor taK, — xuBHyna oHa Jloppu, M OeBouka, B3fB
BTOPYI0O HINy, TOXe TNpHHsUIach 3a pabory. 1 noka oHM
HAHHU3bIBAIM THPJISHAB, MHCC DIIMH paccKa3biBajla CKa3KH.
310 OBUIH POXIECTBEHCKME CKA3KH, M TIOKA MHMCC DIIMHI
paccKasbiBajia, OHa TO H Jieio 6pajia co cTona KaKylo-HHOYIb
Oe3nenyuiKy.

B 3TOM AOME MPOLUIO TaK MHOTO POXAECTBEHCKHX Ipa3-
aHUKoB. U o xaxaoM Mucc DmIMHA T'OBOPHJIA TaK, CJIOBHO
BHIeNa ero co6cTBeHHbIMU Ma3amMHu. U xoTst Jloppu noHuMa-
Jla, 4TO MHCC DUIMMA HEe MOXET OBITb CTOJIBKO JIET, 3TO €€
HHUMAJIO HE YIHMBISUIO.

OnHako, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MHCC DUIMMJ paccKa3biBa-
Jla 0 IoMe, M O §OM, YTO TYT NTPOMCXOAWIO, OHA HH pa3y He
3aropopwia o6 oburarensix moma. OHa TONBKO IOBOpHIA
«MbI». MBI YCTPOWIH TO, MBI CAEJIAH 3TO.

Mpucka ¢ KIIOKBOH omycTesa, a OHHM HaHU3aJIH yXe He-
CKOJIBKO TMPJISIHI, Korla Bouwla Xa/UTd ¢ GOJbLIHM GmonoM,
KOTOpoe MOCTaBWIa Ha JIMHHBIH CTOJI.

— A Bot ¥ Mbl, Mucc llapnotra. IMonyynnocs oTn4HO.

— A Buxy, Xamwm. O, Kakue KpacHble IJIa3KM Y MbllleK!
Ha 1e6s cHu3oumo BaoxHoBeHue, Xamwmu! Jloppu, YTO Thi
cKaXellb 06 ETOYHBIX yKpameHusax Xawm?
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— D10 He Bc€, — XaJUIM yXe TOpornuWiach obpaTHO Ha
KyxH1i0. — TaM ell€ NpSHUYKM U KOHQPETHI...

Ho Jloppu ensa nu ciabiiana e€. JleBouka HM3yMJIEHHO
ycTaBWIach Ha 6miomo. MbILIkM, TpH psiga GeabIX MbIlIEK, C
KPacHBIMH TIJIa3KAMH, PO30BBIMH KADTOHHBIMH YLIKAMHU H
TOHEHbKMMH XBOCTHKAMH! A C3alM elu€ TPH psla pPO30BbIX
nopocsT!

— CaxapHble MBILIKY H CBHHKH, — MHCC DLIMHJ paccMe-
sutacb. — W oHHU o4YeHb BKycHble, JIoppH. MbILIKH ¥ CBUHKH
Ha €JI04Ky Bceraa ocoOeHHO yaaBaauch XaUii. A Mbl caena-
eM IS HHUX NeTeJIbKH M3 TeCbMbl, YTOOBI MOXHO ObLIO
noBecUTb. BOT 3Ta y3eHbKash KpacHO-3e/IEHasA JIEHTOYKA J0-
JDKHa TniofoiitH. M KcratM, Thl MOXelllb OLEHHUTb TaJIaHT
Xamwnu. [TonpoGyii ux.

Jloppy BbIOpaia TOJICTEHBKYIO PO30BYIO CBUHKY H OTKYCH-
Ja Kycouek 3anHeli Horu. OHa Obuia cnaakas M BKyCHas,
TakKas BKYCHasl, YTO OCTATOK CBHHKH PacTasUl B OMHO MIHOBE-
HUe. A MbIIKY JloppH oT/IoXWIa B CTOPOHY, PELIMB, YTO
BO3BMET €€ NOMOM M MokKaxeT Tére Mapraper.

IToka Mucc DuMHa oTpe3ana KYCOYKH JICHTOYKH, XaJuth
BHecJia Bropoe 6mono. TaM nexanu NpsiHUYHbIE YeJIOBEYKH B
GesIbIX caxapHbIX KYPTKaX, B KPacHbIX 1ITaHaX, CO CMOPOIH-
HOBBIMM IIa3KaMHM M LIOKOJIAAHBIMHM BOJIOCAMH. A NIpSHHYHbIE
AaMbl ObUTM B OenbIX Oy3Kax C KpaCHBIMH ITYTOBUYKAMHM H
NoJjiocaThIX KpacHO-6enbix 10604ykax. M emé nomanu c caxap-
HOI TpUBOM H IOJIIOXHHBI KOLIEK C CaXapHbIMM ycaMH H
I7Ia3KaMH M3 3acaxapeHHOM 3e/IEHO BMIIHH.

— Hy, Xannu, 310 Nyyliiee, YTO THI A0 CHX MOp Aenana!l —
MHCC DUIMHMI OTJIOXWIA TECBMY B CTOPOHY M HaKJIOHMWJIACh
BIIEPEN.

— A nmonymana, mucc lllapnoTra, 4To Hago nocraparTses,
OCOOEHHO €CJIH...

— BepHo, Xamnu, BepHo. SI aAyMalo, YTo 3TM Mbl BellaTh
He OymeM, Jloppu. MBI npocTO MocaiMM MX Ha BeTKaXx.

— A ceityac npuHecy KoH¢eTbl, — Xa/UIM CHOBA HcYe3Jia.

JloppHu 3aBOpOXE€HHO paccMaTpHBaJla NMPSHHYHBIA Hapo-
aell.

— B xu3Hu Takoro He Buaena. [Ipocro uyno!

— [Jla, BecbMa mpHBIEKaTeJbHble MOJOAblE JIOAUH, —
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oTo3Bajlach MHcC DuMHA. — Xopoury, xopowH. IlpaBaa, 3t
JIeOH KAXYTCS MHE HECKOJBKO JIETKOMBICJIEHHBIMH. 3aTo
3JIETAaHTHBI, BecbMa 3jieraHTHBI. KaxeTcsi, Bce OHH YXacHble
MOJHHIIBI.

— A BoT ¥ KoOHeTKkH, — XaJUTH TOCTaBWIA Ha CTOJ TPEThE
omiono, emé 6osblile, yeM nepBbie ABa. JIoppH MoaBHHYJA B
CTOPOHY PYJIOHYMK TKAHH, 4YTOObI OCBOOOAHTHL I HETO
MecTo.

KoHdeTsl ToXe oKa3ainuch NPOM3BENIEHHEM HCKYCCTBA —
KaK ¥ MBILIKY M NpsSHUYHAsA KomnaHusa. KpoleyHble caxap-
Hble LIBETOYKH, LHIOKOJIaHble LIApHKH, UX ObUIO TaK MHOTO,
410 y JloppH HpocTO Ia3a pa3bexXalucs.

Miucc DMK noABHHYJA K cebe MaJleHbKHE KOP3HHOYKH.

— HMx HyxHo xnacTs ciona, Jloppu. /laii-ka BCIOMHIO, MBI
BCeraa KJaJi MSITHbIE JieIeHLbl B 3€JIEHbIE KOP3UHKH, 1II0KO-
Jnanku B Oeyible, caxapHble LIBETHI B KpPACHBIE H...

— WM uykatel B rpo3nuyHble, — noGaBwia Xawm. —
Toxnbko cniepBa Bbl moobenaere, Mucc Illapmorra, a yX norom
Oynere BCE 3TO pacKiIanbiBaTh.

K Beuepy énxa OpuU1a HapsDkeHa. JloppH mpucesia Ha CBOM
cTyn. OHa NpHATHO yCTala — BBITATHUBAThCS Ha LLINOYKAX,
NMPUBS3LIBATh UTPYLIKH, CTO pa3 000MTH €KY KPYTOM, YTOObI
HalTH HYXHOE MECTO VISl KOP3MHOYKH, NMPSIHHYHOTO YeJIo-
BEYKa WIH KITIOKBEHHOH THpJISHIbI.

Enouyka ObUIa cOBCEM He MoXoXa Ha Te €JIKH, KOTOpbie
CTOSUTH B OKHax Baoab no Ou Crpur. Ha Heilt He ropemm
OTOHBKM, He 6/1ecTell HY JOXAUK, HH CTEKITHHbIE THPJISTHIbI.
Ho Jloppu oHa nokasanach caMoii 4YyieCHOM €IKOM, KOTOpy1o
TOJILKO MOXHO cebe mpeacTtaBuTh. TaKk OHa M cKazajla MHCC
BuMua.

— M MHe Toxe Tak KaxeTtcs, qoporasi. Ho oHa npuHanie-
XWUT APYTOMYy MHMPY U €l HeT MecTa 3a CTEHaMH 3TOIO JoMa...
— MHCC DUIMHI CIOXWIA PyKH Ha KOJIEHSX, pa3IIsablBas
€no4yky. CabuHa ycenach Ha MOAOJ XO3SHKH, C COXaleHHEM
NomIsAAbIBas KPYIJIBIMH IMIa3HLIAMHM Ha KTIOKBEHHO-KYKYpY3-
Hble THMPJISIHOBI, Ha MOKAaYMBAlOLIMECH HIPYLIKH, KOTOpble
OKAa3aJIMCh CJIMIIKOM BBICOKO — HE JONPBITHYTb.

Jloppy ycipimana 60ii KaMHHHBIX 4acoB, M C HEOXOTOM
NoAHsUIach. 3aTeM IepeBea B3N ¢ €JIKH Ha MHCC DLIMMA.
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— Cnacubo BaM, orpoMHoe crnacH6o!

OHa Onaromapmwia He TOJIBKO 3a YIOBOJBLCTBHE HapsiXaTh
€JI0YKYy, HO M 3a BeCh 3TOT YYAECHBIi, TAKON OeCKOHEYHBIH,
TaKoif BeJMKOJIENHLIH OeHb. Jloppu ewé He Moma paso-
O6paThCcsi B CBOMX YyBCTBaX, HO OHAa 3HaJia, YTO OydeT MOMHHUTD
BCE, H 3THM BOCNIOMMHAHHS OCTaHYTCSl OOHHMMHM M3 cCaMbIX
JOPOTHX.

— 3t0 Tebe cnacubo, Jloppu. [la, — MHucc DIMHUA CIOBHO
MpoYMTaNa CIyTaHHbIE MbICIU JlIoppH, — TaKkHe BOCIIOMUHA-
HHsA MHororo croT. OHH, KaK OFOHb, COrpeBaloLUMii cepaue.
M He 3a6ynsb, Jloppu, — npubamxaerca Poxnectso.

— IIpubnuxaercas PoxnmectBo, — mnosropuwia Jloppu.
INoyemy Mucc DuiMua ckaszana 310? Beap mo Poxaectsa
OCTa/lloCh TOJBKO TpHM AHSA, 3To Kaxauli 3Hal. Ho Mmcc
DIIMMI cKa3ajia 3TH CJIOBa TaK, YTO OHH MpO3BydYain obelna-
HHEM.

Jloppu noxenasna e noOpoil HOYM U NMPHUHSJIACH HATSATH-
BaTb Ha cebs JILDKHBIM KOCTIOM, BHUCEBLUMH B TNPHUXOXEH.
Xanny 3aBepHyJia MBILIKY B MAJIEHbKHIH KYJIE€YEK U BBITYCTH-
aa Jloppy B nyctroii, obneTeBILUMIi cal, rae HeCYaCTHBIM
JPaKOH YCTaBWI CBOIl HOC B TEMHOE Hebo.

Korza Jloppu mnpoxoawna MHMO OKOH KOMHAaThl MHCC
DMK, OHAa OCTAaHOBMJIACh, YTOOBI €l€ pa3 B3NISAHYTb Ha
€no4ky. B okHO 6bUTO BHAHO HecKoJbKo BeToK. Ha omHoit
ycenach NpssHUYHas JieIM, BBITHYB Py4Ky KpeHaeabKoM. Ha
PYYKy ObUla HaMOTaHa KIIOKBEHHasi HM3Ka, YTOObI JieAH He
CBAJIWJIACh C BETOYKH, TNIOTOMY YTO NPSIMO Y Heé TI0J HOCOM
packayMBajach OeJiasi caxapHasi MbILIKA.

Jloppu nNpHIUENKHYNA A3bIKOM. [IpsAHUYHAS ey YINMBIEHHO
rsigena Ha He€. XaUTH BbIBe/la Hall IMIa3KaMH-CMOPOJMHKA-
MM BBICOKO B3IEPHYThIE IM1a3ypHble OpoBU. MoxeT ObITh, OHa
cobupanach cbexarb nojajabille OT 3TOH CTPALUHON MBILIH,
CNPLIrHYB Ha rupisHay? UHTepecHo, 4To Obl MogyMaJii MHCC
D1wMun M XaJUtH, eciv Obl NpSHUYHAS JIEIH BAPYT 3aBH3XaJla
M BblGeXana U3 KOMHATHI?

XonoaHblil BeTep YyBCTBHUTENbHO NpoOpai JloppH, U oHa
BEpHYJIach Ha KMPHHYHYIO NOPOXKY. Y YYTYHHOIO OJICHS
nepej NapagHoii ABEpBIO Ha OMIMHE BbIpoCc XoJIMHUK cHera. Ho
3TO, KAaXeTcsl, ero He GecroKOoMIo, OH ObL1 BCE TakMM Xe
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TopAbIM M BaXHBIM, KakK Bceraa. JlJoppu noMaxana eMy pyKoi
M aKKypaTHO NpHMKphUIA 3a co0oi BopoTa. B oxnHax BmOJb
YJMLBI CBETWIHCH poxaecTBeHckHe €nouku. Ecnm Jloppu
MOTOPONMTCS, TO NOHECET TETe MaprapeT caxapHyl0 MBILIKY
B LenocTH U coxpaHHocTH! U Jloppn ToporumMBo nobGexaina
IOMOM.

Koya u Haxxu

— KoHeyHo, no BceM npaBWiaM €Ky HYXHO ObUTO OBl
YKpPacHTb cCBeYaMH, — HETPOMKO pacCKa3blBajla MHCC Oll-
MM, — HO TaKHe CBEYH HbIHYE OYCHb TPYIHO Hahtu. U ewé
TpyOdHee y6epe%ca OT moxapa. B cBoE BpeMs Mbl npocto
CTAaBWIH PSAAOM C €1KOi BeIpo ¢ BOOOH — Ha BCAKMI ciyvaid.

OroHs B KAMHHe TPUSITHO COrpeBajl, MHOXECTBO CBeYeil B
6apxaTHOI KOMHAaTe HAMNOJIHSIM €€ MSATKUM JpOXALlMM CBe-
ToM. PabGounii cromuk Mucc DIIMHI M TMsUIbLBI BCE TaK Xe
CTOSUIH Y cTeHbl. Teneps BCE B KOMHATe BpalLaJIoCh BOKPYT ee
Kpecsia — M €JI0YKH.

OHa cHOBa CMeHMJIa CBO€ OOBIYHOE 3eJIEHOE IUIaThe — Ha
3TOT pa3 Ha IUIaTbe M3 TEMHO-KpacHoro 6Gapxarta. llInpokas
100Ka MSTKMMHM CKIadKaM{ Majaja ¢ KojJieH Ha KpecJo,
crenwiacek no noay. YépHeii ¢apTyk Kyma-to mponan. Ha
Iie4aX CHOBa JieXaJl KpYXEBHOM IUIaTOK C IpaHaTOBOM
6powubio. Y1 Bosockl ObUIH cOOpaHbl B BBICOKYIO NPHYECKY C
TpaHATOBBIMM 3aKOJIKAMM, TaKHe Xe IpaHaThl N06JeCKUBATH
Ha nanbpuax. OHa BBIMASAENA TOYb-B-TOYb, KAK HacTosllas
BoJilie6HMUa, noaymana Jloppu.

— Jla oHa M TaK — caMo coBepllleHCTBo! — TéTd Mapraper
MpHcesia Ha cKaMeedKy [UISl HOT, HaBolisgd OOLEKTHB Ha ENKy.
— Tonpko 6b1 ¢poTorpaduu NOAYYWINCh. DTH NPSTHHUYHbLIE
¢uUrypku, a TMpASHObBI — TOJMBKO OBl y MEHS MOJy4YWiIcs
Xopolui Kaap!

Jloppn xepana uykarbl. OHa msgena, kak CabuHa Ma-
JIEHbKOM YEPHON TEHBIO CKOJIb3HYJA NOA EJKY, Tae JieXanu
MoJapKu, U MOTAHYJIa OIMH CBEPTOYEK JIANKOM.

— Henp3s! — 1€t Mapraper nonpo6GoBala OTOTHaTh
KOLLICYKY.

CabHHa Ha CeKyHAY MOAHsUIa Ha TETIO KPYTJIble HEMMTIalO-
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IIMe I71a3a, a MIOTOM BEPHYJIAach K CBOMM jAesaM. OHa 3axaa
CBEPTOK B 3y0aX, OTHeCJla €ro Ha KOBPHK y KaMHHa H
NMpHHSUIACh CAUpaTh OOEPTKY. B cTOpoHY monerenu pBaHbie
TOJIOCKM TIaIHpOcHOi Oymarn. Mucc DuiMua 3acMesiack.

— OHa 3HaeT, 4yTo nenaer. U moroM, oHa npaBa —
HaACTYTIWIO BpeMs JapHTh NMOAapKH. Sl MpHUBHIKIA K TOMY, YTO
nogapku napuiud Ha Hoswenit I'ox. Ha PoxaectBo xogunu B
LlepKoBb, cobupanuch Bceil ceMbéif, a yX Ha Hosblit 'ox
NMPUXOAWIH IpYy3bsi, H BOT TOIJAa-TO M HACTYMaJlo BpeMs
noaapkoB. M Kak Xe HEKOTOpble N'OCTH YXMTPSUIMCh 3aMep-
3aTth nQ mytd! OOBMMHO MO TOCTAM XOAWJIHM IXCHTIbMEHBI,
JieIM OCTABAJIMCh JOMA MU caMU NMPUHHMAJIU IoCTEH. A ITOTOM
MoJIofible JieAH MepecYUTHIBAIIM OTKPLITKA U XBaCTAJINUCh, KTO
MOJY4YW1 GoJiblile BceX WIM caMyl0 KPacHMBYI0O — KapTHHKY, ¢
LIETKOBBIMM Ka€MOYKaMH...

Mucc SuiMua msiaena Ha €Ky, Ho Jloppu ka3anochk, 4To
ceiiyac OHa JasieKo, TaM, PSJOM CO CBOMMH BOCIIOMHMHaHHUA-
MH.

— A yT0 3TO ObLUIM 3a MOJapKU? — CNpPOCHIa OHa Toce
He6oJbIIOH mnay3bl.

— Ilomapxu? Hy, Kkoraa coBceM MajJleHbKasl, TO CKaKaJIKa
C OepeBIHHbIMH pyykaMu. Uinu rpudenbHas mocka. Kykibl
Wik 6pacner. B oquH npekpacHblii JeHb KOpoOKa /Uil pyKo-
Oenusi, Takas, Kak y Tebs ceiiyac, JloppH, co Bcemu
NPUHALIEXHOCTIMH, C HOXHHLAMH, cepeOpsIHbLIM HanépcT-
KOM, UTOJILHHIIEH, MEPOYHHHBIM HOXHMYKOM, HUTKaMH... Unn
My3bIKaJIbHasi 1KaTyaka. M Bcerma cialocTH, KOBPHXKH,
JiefeHLbl Ha Najoyke, NMPAHUYHbIE YE€JIOBEYKH.

3aTeM, Koraa Thl NoJpacTajia, M NOJAapKH CTAHOBWIHCH
JPYTHMH... — HO MHCC DIIMHUA He cTajla NepeYrcaTh, KaKHe
MMEHHO. BMecTo 3TOro oHa mNpoTsAHyJa CBOIO NaJIOYKy H
aKKypaTHO MojaeNa oHH U3 NoAApKOB MoJ €J104YKOi, MpoaeB
pydky B 6aHTHK. be3 Tpyma BbIHYB OTTyda CBEPTOK, .OHa
NpoTAHyJa ero T€ére Mapraper.

— Buaure, xakuM TpIOKaM Yy4YHT cTtapocTh? 51 ropxychk
TaKoO# JIOBKOCTBIO PYK, — C 3THUMH CJIOBAMH MHCC DIIMMJI
aKKYPaTHEHbKO CTPSXHYJa MOJApOK NMPSAMO Ha KOJICHH TETe
Mapraper.
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— IMocMOTpHM, HOMYYHMTCS JIH Y MEHS M Jajblle TakK
XOpo1lo.

OHa BbIyIWIA H3-TIOA €JI0YKH H BTOPOi NMONApoK, KOTO-
phIfi HEMENJIEHHO TpociienoBal B pykH Jloppu.

Tlogapku Mucc DuiMua ObUTH 3aBEPHYTHI B Gellylo Mamu-
pocHylo 6yMary M nepeBsi3aHbl KpacHOM JieHTO4YKoM. Jloppu
OCTOPOXHO MOJIOXWIA CBOM NMOAAPOK Ha MOJI M HarHynach K
€J10YKe, YToObl AOCTaTh CBOM NMOJApPKH, KOTOpbie NMPHHECIH
OHH c TE€Teil. /IBa MaKkeTHMKa OHa MOTSAHYJAa MHMCC DIIMHI, a
IpyTHe OBa — XaJUIM, KOTOopas cHIeja B Kpecie y KaMHHa.

— Ax, — MHcc DUIMHI CcTajJla pa3Bopa4yMBaTh MOIAapokK,
3aBEPHYTHIN B OyMary, yKpalleHHYIO NeTYLIHHbIMH NepbsMH.
— BDrta HoBasg o6GEpTOYHas GymMara — TOXe CBOEro poaa’
npou3BeleHUe HCKyccTBa. [leTyminHble nepbss — Tebe 3TO
HHYero He HamoMuHaeT, Xawiu?

— HunoBku Hakxu, mucc llapnorra. Ux HerpyaHo 3a-
noMHHTb. OHM 6buM A1 Hakxu Bc€, M JlyHa M CONIHLE, H,
MOXET, OH OBLI mpaB.

CabuHa HeoXMIaHHO 3apbiyaja. OHa HaKoHell coAapaja
MaJIEHBKOJ MBILIKM M3 KOllIaybeii MATHI COBEPLIEHHO HEHYX-
Hble, Ha e€ B3MIAA, oO6EpTKH, U ceifyac moabpachiBajia €€ B
BO31YyX, YTOOBI MOMMaB, KaK ClIeqyeT BCTPSXHYTh.

— Cabuna! CabuHa, He 3a0bIBaii, YTO B 3TOM KOMHATE Thbl
IOJDKHA BeCTH cebs1, KaK eau!

Ho xolueyka He oOpalunasia BHHMaHHMS Ha YBELIEBaHHS
MHcCC DIIMHA.

— VBHI. Pa3zBe KOMy-HHOYAb XOTh pa3 yAajioch NOAYMHHUTD
KolluayMif Xapakrep? — paccMesiack oHa. — Ham ocraércs
TOJIBKO HE 3aMeyaTb €€ IUIOXHE MaHephl.

Cnycta cexynny Jloppy ¢ u3ymjIeHHEM CMOTpeJia Ha MoM-
apoK, KOTOphIi caenana el MHcc Dwmua. Mupanaa? Her!
Tynosuile MupaHabl, H 1wiathe MupaHabl. Ho rososa...
MupaHaa ObUla Bcero JHIIb KYKIOH, HECMOTpS Ha CBOM
NOYTEHHBIH BO3PacT U JIOOOBb HECKOJILKMX TOKOJIEHHH Ma-
JIEHBKHX JeBouYeK. Bcero amiuubp Kykioi ¢ HeMHUIalolMMHU
roJiyObIMH IJ1a3aMH, TBEPABIMH 3aBUTKaMH papdopoBbIX Kyl -
pei M IMLIOM, Ha KOTOPOM BpSl JIH XOTb YTO-TO OTPaXajocCh.

Jloppu KocHynach ek 3Toil HoBoi Mupanasl. Ha ouryns
oHa ObUla TaKas Xe IIaakKasi, KakK crapas ¢apc¢oposasi, HO
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6onbie moxoxa IBeToM Ha Koxy Jloppu. M Bosmocw Ha
KpOLIEeYHO# roJIoBKe, MpHYECAaHHbIE H YIIOXEHHbIE MTOYTH TaK
Xe, KaK y cTapoii MupaHabl, Ha OLIyNb ObUTH HacTOslIME —
He oTM4yMiub. M o 6suto HacTrosuM. Tenepb oHa O6bUta
MI0X0Xa Ha obHTaTeiel KYKOJbHOIO JOMMKA — HEMHOTO0, KaK
Peba. JloppH Ka3aloch, YTO OHA ceid9ac OXMBET, BbIpBETCSH
M3 pYK, 3aJBMraercs W 3aroBOpPUT caMa. JIoppH NpoTsKHO
B3IOXHYJIAa M MOHAIA B3NV HA MHCC DUIMMI.

— Her, 3T0 He MupaHza, — mokayaja Ta rojioBOH. —
MupaHaa mpoxmuiaa CBOIO XHM3Hb, COCTApWIach H Yycraja.
MHe KaXeTcs, OHa 3aCyXWIa OTABIX, He TaK JIM? A 3TO KTO-
To Apyroii. Tel caMa pelHib, KTO 3TO — NPHAET BpeMs, H ThI
NoMMELIb, KTO 3TO.

— Ho... — 310 T€T9 Mapraper pa3BepHy/ia KAPTHHY-
BBILIMBKY B paMe, — Bbl He MoOXeTe HapHMTb 310! IJTO
CIIMILIKOM 6oJbllIoe COKpOBHLUE!

— CoxpoBHllie — 3T0 TO, YTO Oeperyr, 4eM Jio0ylorcs H
TOpOATCsl, YTO XPAHST, KaK 3¢HHLYy OKa, U GepexXHO JIeNeIoT,
— OTBETWIAa MHCC DLIMHI, TaK IIOCMOTPEB Ha TETIO, CJIOBHO
He HyX[OaJach B GlarogapHocTsX, H Jaxe 6ojiee Toro, cowia
6b1 MX HEYMECTHBIMH.

Térs Mapraper BcTpeTWiach C HEM B3NISAOM:

— H oHo OynmeT GepeXHO XpaHHUTbCS, — KHMBHY/A OHa.

— Bbl cuuTaeTe, 4TO A1 HyXaajlach B TAKOM 3aBEpeHUH? —
yABIOHYIaCh MHCC DIIMMI.

— AX, — TYT OHa caMa pa3Bs3ajla aKKypaTHBIi Yy3el
JICHTOYKH W MENJICHHBIMH CTIOKOMHBIMH OABMXEHHUSIMH TaJIb-
LHeB pa3BepHyJa Oymary ¢ nepbsMH. 3aTeM BBIHY/Ia M3
Kopo6oukM 1iaTok. Kpyxesa u Gonblnasi OykBa «3D» ObUIH
¢abpuunble. Ho y3op BOKpyr MHHLMana — 3aMETHbI JIM
HepoBHble cTeXKu? Jloppu 3aTanna ObIXaHHE.

— Crhnacubo Ttebe, Jloppu, — MHcc DIMHUA 3anpaBWwia
TUIaTO4YeK 3a MOosiC, pacnpaBWwia KpyXeBHYIO KaliMy, u Jloppu
CNMOKOMHO B3[OXHYJA.

Xanmu moboBanack NOACTAaBKOM AJIs1 KACTPIONH, C BBICTPO-
HMBIUIMMMCS B psil MAJICHbKUMH (HUIrypKaMH, TAIIMBIIMMH B
PyKax KTO KOTEJI, KTO HOX, KTO BWIKY WIHM JIOXKy. OHa
npoBeJia Mo HHM NaJiblLeM:
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— Oro, na TyT Henas apMus nosapsAT! MHe Takas noaMora
Ha KyXH€ MPHTOAMTCS.

Korga Jloppu ¢ Téreit npuuumn B JoM-BockMHCTEHOK,
6bu10 nacMypHo. Ho ceifyac Ha ocTphIX KJIMHKAX COCYJIEK 3a
OKHaMH 3abmucrano conHue. Térs Mapraper cHoBa B3sula B
PYKM KaMepy M HaBesla €€ Ha MMCC DLIMMI.

— Bs1 nozBonute?

Ha nuue Mucc SuMMA CHOBa 3aurpaja yiblOKa.

— Ecnu xoture.

CabuHa noté€paack o Hory JloppH, OT HEOXHIAHHOCTH Ta
B3IpOrHyJia. 3aBlaJeB BHUMaHHEM JE€BOYKH, KOLIKA Hampa-
BWJach K IBepH B MNPHUXOXYI0O M TNOCKpebiach B He€,
ONISIHYBUIMCDH Ha JloppH, HeiBycCMBbICIEHHO AaB MOHSTH, YEro
oHa xoyeT. JloppH mopouuia K ABEpHM M TNMPHOTKphbUIA €€.
CabuHa LIMBITHY/Aa Yepe3 MPHUXOXYI0 K KyXOHHOH IOBepH H
Ternepb MOTporaja yankoii e€. Jloppu ew€ pa3 NnogYUHMUIACDH
HeMOi npochbe.

Ho 1 Ha KyxHe Kollledyka He ycrokownack. Tenepnr Cabuna
XoTesla OTKPBITh Ty IBEpb, KOTOopasd HE OTKpHIBAJach nepen
Jloppu BO BpeMsl €€ BH3HUTOB B «TO» BpeMs.

Ha sTtor pa3 nBepp oTkpeiiach, ¥ Jloppu ¢ CabuHoii
MonaJu B HeGOMbIOH KOPHIOP, U3 KOTOPOIo Ha BTOPO# 3Tax
M YepaakK NMogHHMajach crupaibHas JiectHula. Ho Cabuna
nobexayia He K JIECCTHHIIE, a KO BTOpOii IBEPU U3 KOPHIOpA.

HeoxunaHHO OHH OKAa3aJIMCh B 3eJ1€HOI crniaibHe, H Jlop-
PH cooOpa3wia, YTO TOJILKO YTO OOOTHY/Ia BTOPYIO MOJIOBUHY
noma. Hensio CabuHbl ObUTa [Beph KOMHATBI C KYKOJIbHBIM
IOMHKOM, M JloppHu 3aTopomnwiach 3a Heid.

CrpaHHO, 3Ty KOMHATy He COrpeBal KAMHH, HO BCE PaBHO
31ech ObUIO TEIUIO, HECMOTPSA Ha OTPOMHYIO COCY/bKY, Ha-
MOJIOBMHY 3aKphIBLUYIO OKHO. U 31€ech ObUIO CBeT/IO, XOTS He
ropenid HHU JIaMIbl, HH CBeYH, a KOMHATa HaXoQWJIach C
TEeHEBOH CTOPOHBI AOMA.

Jloppu ornsinenacek. B npouwisie BUBHTHI BCE €€ BHUMaHHUe
NMPUBJIEKAJIM KOHb M JOMHMK. Teneps oHa mbiTajach npeacra-
BHTb cebe, Kak BhIIVIsIAea 3Ta KOMHaTa, Koraa JIoTra npusena
cioga PuHeaca u Peby. Kpecna ceityac He 6BUIO, HO Ha
CTeHaX BCE ellé BHCENH KHHXHble TONKH. OQHAKO MOJKH
6bUIM COBEpLIEHHO ITYCThle: HM KHMI, HH CKIIHOYeK, HH
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CBSI30K CyXOil TpaBbl Ha cteHax. OHa mocMorpesia Ha IIOJ.
JIoMHK 3aHHMaJl TIOYTH BCI0O KOMHATy, Oa el€ KoHb. A Bcé
PaBHO OHA pasrisjesia cjabble OYepTaHHUSA PHCYHKA, JTIMHUH
KOTOpPOTO B KYKOJIbLHOM IOMMKEe OBUIM KyZda siCHee.

Cnab6s1ii 3B0H oTBIEK BHMMaHue Jloppu. CabuHa cHoBa
XBaTajla JIaMKO# 1IeNMoYKy KIio4ya, TOpYaBLIEIO B OOJHOM H3
sukoB. Teneps JloppHu, He pa3ayMbiBasi, HarHyJach K JOMH-
Ky, KaK OyaTo camMa Mucc DIIMHA cKa3aia el caenaTth Tak.
OHa omycTWIach Ha KOJICHH M TOBEpHYJia KIIO4, 3aTeM
BBHUIBHHYJIA SIIHUK. JTO OBUI APYrol, He TOT, B KOTOPOM
nexanu Kyxiasl @uneaca u Pebdrl, a cnenyiommii. U Jloppu
BOBCE He YAMBWIACh, YBHAEB TaM ell€ ABe MaleHbKHe ¢H-
TYPKH.

OnHa 6b11a yyTh Goablie, YeM U Puneac, u Peba, BTOpag
— ropasno MeHblle. CHayana oHa gocTana 6onpuryio. Koxa
Ha JIMLEe U PyKaX KyKJbl ObLTa CBETJIO-KOPHYHEBOTO LIBETA, a
BOJIOCHI, HEMHOIO BBIOMBaBLIHeCs U3-TIOJ YerLla ¢ o6opoyka-
MH, TaKOro, KaKk y XawiH, ObUIM YEPHBIMH M KypyaBBbIMH.
IInaTtbe 6BUIO TOXE MOXOoXe Ha Iulatbe XayUTH. ToJbKO LBET
Ipyroii — 3To ObUIO GJIeAHO-XENTOro 1BETa C OeJILIMM LIBe-
TOYKAMH BeJIMYHHOM ¢ OyZIlaBOYHYIO roJIoBKY. M nmoBepx ruiaTes
6bL1 OZIeT TOYHO TakoH Xe ¢apTyK, INIMHOH MOYTH O CaMOTo
MoJoJjia LIHPOKOM 100KH.

Bropasi Kykia, moMeHblle, ObUta MaJbYMKOM, ropasio
mnanue, yeM PuHeac, ofeTEIM B pyballIKy B MEJNKYIO-MeJ-
KYI0 KpacHO-6elylo KJI€TOYKy M roiaybbie LUITaHbl, a BOKpPYT
weHn ObUT MOBSI3aH KpacHBIH WIeiHbI IUlaTok. Ero koxa
HMeJla TaKOW Xe CBETJIO-KOPMYHEBBIi OTTEHOK, YTO M Y
GONMbIION KYKJIbI, U TOYHO TaK Xe rojioBa ObUia MOKphITa
MEJIKUMHU YEPHBIMHM, KAK CMOJIb, KyAPSIIKAMH.

Jloppu nonoxmuna KyKiny-XeHIDIHHY Ha KOJIEHH, M B3sUla B
PYK1 Manbyuka. E€ B KoTophlif pa3 M3yMWiIa TOHKO CLIHTast
onexna. Kak Xe MOXHO LIHTb CTOJIb KPOXOTHEIE BEUIH C
Takoi TOYHOCTbIO? OHa yCHbllIajla THXHI CKPMIL...

U nonxsina masa. CTeHKa JOMMKAa CHOBAa MeMJIEHHO TIpH-
OTKpbUIach, NMpHYEM B 3TOT pa3 CabMHa He MMeNla K 3TOMy
HHMKaKoro otHouueHus. [lepen Jloppn BHOBbL NOSBHJIMCH KyX-
Hsl, 3eJI€Hasl CIIAIbHSA U MajleHbKasd KOMHaTa ¢ PUCYHKOM Ha
nojly, ABOMHHMK TOM, B KOTOpOH OHa ceiyac cHuena.
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B KyXxHe BMECTO CTpSIHH NMHpPOTa TMOJHBIM XOAOM lLUIa
noAroToBka K obeny. Kaszamoch, obex yxe ObU1 B caMOM
pasrape, ¥ Ha CTOJ [OJDKHBI OBUIM TMOJaBaThb O4YepenHOe
6mono. Ha KyXOHHBIX cTONaX NOAXHMIAIH NTyOOKHE U MEJIKHE
TapeiKW, a BCA ITUIMTa ObUIAa YCTamlIeHa KACTPIOJIbKAMH H
TOPUIKAMH.

Jloppu nocraBMNIa KyKITy-XEHIIMHY PAAOM C KYXOHHBIM
CTOJIOM U nomnpo6oBaja NMOCTABUTh MaJIbYMKA PSAOM C TUIH-
Toii. ToNbKO OH IMOYEMY-TO HE XOTel — WIH He MOT —
crosTh. HakoHel| oHa ycaamuia ero Ha CTy.

A notoM Mexny Jloppu U IOMOM CHOBa MPOHECCH CHEX-
Hblii BUXpb. U Kxoraa oH paccesuics, Jloppu o6HapyXxwuia, YTo
CHIHT He B cellie, KaK eif MoHavyaly MoKa3ajJoch, a B CaHsX.
Benblit MeXoBOM TMOJIOT YKPBIBAJ €€ 10 caMbIX IUIeY, a ToJIoBa
ObLIa yTIpATaHa IMOJ KaMIoLIOH, OTOPOYEeHHBII MexoM. Jloppu
cpa3y NMOYyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO CHAMT B CaHSX HEe OQHA, U TYT Xe
OIJISIHYJIaCh, YTOOBI MISTHYTh Ha TMOMYTYHKA.

TTomyTyMiIa ToOXe 6bUIa B MEXOBOM KaIlIOLLIOHE. YXe Beye-
peno, 1 B KPacHOBAaTOM CBeTe ONYIIKAa KAIOLIOHAa CHsIa
6enbiM. JloTTa npaBwia caHIMH yMeNlol TpeHHPOBAHHOM
PYKoi. D10 6bUIM HebGoJbLINE CAaHH B BHAE Jebens, ¢ ropao
M30OTHYTOH 1lIeeil M BBICOKO NOAHATON ronoBoii. Jlowans,
TAHYBLIAsA CaHHU, ToOXe ObUIa O6eNoii, 3aTO YNpsDKb — KPacHOM,
Kak #H caM KamowoH JIoTtel. CepeOGpsiHble KOJOKOJBLBI
MO3BAKMBATTH B TakKT JIErKkoMy Oery. JlexaBuie y HHX Ha
KOJIEHAX COCHOBbI€ BETKH Maxiau cMonoii. PoxnecTBeHCKuii
3amnax.

— C PoxnectBoM, Jloppu! — ronoc JloTTel npo3Byyan
BNOJIHE OTYETIIMBO, HECMOTPSA Ha 3BOH KOJIOKOJIBYHKOB. DTO
6bpL1a yXe He IeBOYKA-TIOAPOCTOK, a Mojiofas AEBYLIKAa, HO
OHa ocTaBasiach Bc€ Toil Xe Jlotroii. Jloppu ynwi6GHynach B
OTBeT:

— C PoxnectBoM!

310 OLUIO TAaK 3M0POBO, CKAKATh 110 3aCHEXEHHOM Jopore,
CO 3BOHOM O6yOeHLIOB, C 3alaxOM COCHbI, CO BCEM OCTalb-
HbIM... Ho Briepeau, Bonpexku oxunaHuaM, Jloppu He yBunena
KPacHbIX KUPNHYHbIX cTeH. Ecau oHuM m exanmu Kk Homy-
BocsMHCTEHKY, TO OH 6bLI €l1€ ganexko.

— BeTkoii nany6a ykpacum! — nponena Jlorra. — [lany6a
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Y Hac HET, 3aTO €CTb COCHOBBIE BETKH. DTO CIAaBHbIA npasf-
HUK, Jloppn.

— Jla!

CHer neren HM3-noA KONMBIT KOHSA, ydapsis B BBITHYTbIE
KpbUIbA JieGenst, 3alHHIaBIONE €310K0B. b0 ouyeHb Xool-
HO, U y Jloppn naxe 3aM€p3 KOHYHMK HOCa, HO €i BCE paBHO
6bUTO0 OdYeHb Tero. OHa 4yTh NoleBeIWIa PYKaMH M obHa-
PYXWWIa, YTO MO/ TIOJIOTOM OHH HE TOJILKO OIEThI B pYKABHYIKH,
HO ellé M ynpsTaHsl B MydTy.

— A xyma MBI eaeM? — oTBaxXwiach cripocuts Jloppu.
JloM-BocbMHCTEHOK BCE ell€ He MOKA3hIBAJICS, XOTSI OHH yXe
TnpoexajM ABa NMOBOPOTa M Tenephb Nepel HUMH OTKPbLIACh
rJaaKas paBHMHA, 1O KOTOpoii OeXana ykaTaHHas KoJesl

IOPOTH.
Jloppu TpsIXHyJia BOXOKAMM, CJIOBHO NOATOHSSI KOHS.
— ... — Havaya ObUIO OHa, OH CJIOBA 3ATTYLUMJI JOJITHiA

neyvanbHbli Boii. KoHb 3apxan. K HUM 6exano aBoe cobak, a
33 HMMM CKAKAJIM BCagHUKH. JIoTTa HaTsAHyl1a BOXCKH, H
KOJIOKOJIBYMKHU MpoTecTyiolle 3BAKHYJIH. KoHb nepewi€n Ha
LIAT ¥ OCTaHOBWJICH.

Jloppu npoGpasa Apoxs. Takoro oHa paHbllle HE YyYBCTBO-
BaJla. B 3THX ncax, Bo BCalHMKAX, CKAKaBLIMX MO3aaH, ObLIO
YTO-TO cTpallHoe... OHa ell€ He MOHSIA, TIoYeMY HCITyTAHHO
JPOXMT, KOIAa ycJblllala THXUH rojioc JIOTThL:

— To1 yyBcTBYelIb UX MbICAH, Jloppu. OHM HecyTcs Han
CHEroM, Kak Y€pHasl TeHb, OMpayasd BCE BOKpYI. JTO HX
YépHble AeNla M YEPHbIE 3aMbICIIbI HECYTCSl BIiepead HUX, H
MBI CJIBILIMM HMX 3amnax.

Betep ayHya uM B unuo, u JlIoppH OeHCTBUTENbHO MOYYB-
CTBOBaJIa 3acTOSBLIMIicCA 3JMOBOHHBIM 3amax. A Jlorra
NnpoaooKaa;

— To cnenubnup 3anax crpaxa, Jloppu. U Hukorna He
3abbIBali, YTO y cTpaxa ecTb nober, U nober 3TOT — XecTo-
KocTb. OXOTHHKM M X€pTBbl, Te, KTO OEXWT, U Te, KTO
JIOTOHSIET.

OnHa M3 cobak nobGexana OO caHeil, 3aapaja MOpAy H
3alasva. Jlorra TOHEHBKO M IPOH3UTENIbBHO CBHCTHYJA —
BCEro pa3 WiIM ABa, HO NEc 3acKyJWI U 6pocuiicst obpaTHO.

— Baw nokopHB#Iii ciyra, M3M, — JIoppH TaK BHMMATeIb-
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HO cileAusa 3a cobakaMHu, 4YTO HE 3aMETIIA, KaK NEpBbIi
BCaJHUK TaJIONOM MOACKAKAJ K CaHSIM CO CTOPOHBI JIOTTHI.
YesioBeK B celsie HATHYJICA K HUM, YTOOBI MOJTy4llie pacCMOT-
peTh.

[IInpokomnonas LUIsiNAa y HErO Ha rojiloBe ObUla OOBs3aHa
JUIMHHBIM 11apdoM, KOTOPbIii LIEN Yepe3 BEPXYLIKY UUISIbI 1
BHH3 NOA Noa0OpOAOK, 3aKphiBasi ylIM, a MOTOM €lU€ mapy
pa3 Obu1 oOMOTaH BOKpYr Lied. BOpOTHHMK ero ToJcTOM
KYPTKHM ObUI NMOJHAT, a Ha pyKax — TEIUIbIC MepYyaTKH.

— Yo Bbl XoTHTE, c3p? — JloTTa AaXe He MoO3A0OpOBANACh
C HUM.

— Yro yroaHo, JMllUb Obl HEe CEpAUTH ABYX CTOJIb OYAapOBa-
TEJIbHBIX JIeOH, M3M.

KOHYMKHM ero ycoB TaK XECTKO 3arMOajiich KBEpXY, YTO
Jloppu noagymana: oH, HaBepHoe, Opbl3raercs JakoM A
Bojioc. Koraa oH roBopui, MajieHbKasi ocTpasd 6opoaka Oép-
rajacb BBEpPX-BHM3 Hal KIeTYaTbIM wIapdoM.

— Bbl HHKOro He BcTpeyaiu no gopore?

— A noyeMy Bbl cripalinBaeTe? — oTBeTwIa JloTTa Bonpo-
COM Ha BOTNpoC.

— Mucc duMua, M3M, — K HHMM MOACKAKaJd BTOpPOi
BcagHHMK. Ero kpyrioe JM10 MOKpacHeN0O OT AOJAIOi €34bl Ha
Mopo3e. IIpsaau cBeTNbIX BOJIOC HEPALLTHBO BHIOHBAIHCH U3-
NoJl CTapoii JIOCHSALIEICS MEXOBOM LUAMNKHU C OCBINAIOLIMMCS
MEXOM.

— KoHcteonp Ywikunc, — xkuBHyna Jlorra.

— Mbl HuieM GernielioB, M3M. 3TO CTpaXa C Toii CTOPOHBI
peku. [IBoe cbexanu, M3M, XeHHUIMHHA H Maibyuk. Hoar u
00513aHHOCTb BCEX 3aKOHOIOCHYUIHLIX IpaXAaH BbIAATh MX,
M3M.

Jloppyn nokasanock, yto mnoka JloTta cMoTpena Ha Hero
CMOKONHBIM B3IVISAOM, MUCTEPY YWIKMHCY CTAHOBIWIOCH BCE
6onbiie M 6onbile He Mo cebe. TOYHO TaK Xe OHa Korga-To
cMoTpena Ha PuHeaca, KOraa TOT 3aCOMHEBAJICS B HCKpPEH-
HOCTH €€ NMOMOILH.

— HaM HeogHOKpPaTHO HaNOMHMHAJIH 00 3TOM 3aKOHe,
KOHCTeOMb YmikuHc. XKeHLIMHAa M MaJbydK, TNOBOPHTE...
Henoaxoxasiuias noroga nnsa nobera.

— MHIX HHUKTO He HEBOJIWI, M3M, — BMeLIaIcs BTOPOM
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BCaIHUK, — HUKTO He HeBoawi. Ho Bbl HX, KOHETHO Xe, He
BUOCIH.

Jloppu noagymana, 4To 310 ObLT JaXe HE BOMPOC, BCATHHUK
CJIOBHO X1aJ1, yTo JIoTTa cKaXeT «HeT», H 3apaHee COMHEBAJI-
csl B MPaBIMBOCTH OTBETA.

— Mbl HMKOTO He BMIENIH. YXe TeMHEeT, H Berep BcE
xononHeit. Ecnu nosBonute, mXeHTIbMeHbl, — JloTTa cTer-
HYJIa KOHS M TOT HAJIET IUIe4aMH Ha XoMyT. Jloppu nokasajocs,
YTO BCAaJHHMK XOTeN CIPOCHTh YTO-TO €I, HO CAaHH yXe
MOKATHWIKCH Npoyb. JleBouka BONPOCHTENBLHO NMOCMOTpeia Ha
JloTTy M yBHAENa, YTO CYACTIMBas yJbIOKa npomnaia c e€ ryo.

— Tl'ope mwacraer no Mupy gaxe B 3TOT Beuep, Jloppu. U
MBI TIPHU3BaHBI, YTOObI MPOTSHYTh PYKy moMoud. Tak 4ro...
— OHa WIENKHYNA SA3bIKOM M TOIXJIECTHYJIA GeIoro KOHS.

Jloppu ornsa”ynace. OHa BCE ell€é MOrIjla BUAETb BCaaHH-
KOB — 4Y€pHbIe TOYKH Ha GeJIOM CHery, ciblliaia cobauuii
Boii. CaHM moabeXalM K onyuuke Jieca. Koraa oHH CKpbUIMCh
B TEeHHU AepeBbeB, JIOTTa nepeBesa KOHS Ha luar.

— Wumm pepeBo, pazouroe rposoii, Jloppu. Bro Haua
3aceyka.

Bckope JloppH yBHIENa €ro Cripasa OT JOPOTH H MOTAHY/NA
Jlotry 3a pyKy. OHM CBEepHYJH C Hae3XeHHO#H HOpPOrH Ha
LIeJIMHY, 10 MITKOMY HETPOHYTOMY cHery. Ho xoe-rae 3mech
HMMEIUCh KaKHe-TO NOMETKH, NMoToMy 4To JloTra yBepeHHO
npaBWiIa BIepén.

— M1 cpexewm yron, Jloppu. He nymalo, YTo oHM noiayT
3a HaMH CJIeOM, HO €CJIM BC€ Xe MOMAYT, TO y Hac Oymer
NpUYHHA, TTIOYEMY MBI CBEPHYIH.

Tyr JloTra HeoXuaaHHO 3anena. 3ra Menoausas — Jloppu
yXe Irae-To €€ cCibllliajia, XOTs CJIOB TaK U He nmoHumMana. U
yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi oOHapyXwWwia, YTO caMa IOANEBaeT.
Menonus Tekia TO BbIllle, TO HWDKE, 2 OHH BCE €XAIH H €XaJIH.
BOT caHM BBIEXaIH M3 JieCy, CKATHWINCh BHHU3 MO CKIOHY H
MONAaIX Ha APYTYIO HaKaTaHHYIO gopory. Teneps oHM nosep-
HYJIM HamnpaBo M MOEXaJIM B TOM Xe HaNnpamlIeHHH, OTKyAa
NpHeXaJi.

A JloTTa BCE nena, HHOTAA TaK THXO, YTO €€ rojioc 6LUT He
rpoMue WIEMNOTA, JULIb WHOTAA 3ariylias 3BOH KOJIOKOJIbYH-
KOB INIOJ] AYTOii. A MOTOM CaHH HEOXHIAHHO OCTAHOBHJIHC.
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OHa npucayuiMBaercsi, nogymana Jloppu, cloBHO oxuaas
OTBETA OT AepeBbEB H KYCTOB BAOJb HOPOTH.

OueHp nanexko ciaplpancs nai cob6ak. Ha nuue JlorThl
BHOBb 3aurpajia ynblOKa, HO OHa BCE TaK Xe He OTphIBaIa
B3I OT AoporH. OHH BbEXaJIH Ha XOJIM M OCTAaHOBWIHCh
Ha MHMHYTy Ha BepXy. KoHb Xpames, Kayasi roJIOBOH BBepX-
BHM3, BblAbIXasi Oeyble objayka mapa.

Jopora nepen HUMH CIyCKaJlaChb BHH3 C X0JIMa, K MOCTY H
— Ja, cyieBa JloppH pasmisaena 3HaKkoMble KpacHble KMPITHY-
Hble cTeHbl [Joma-BocpMucrenka. U cromno eii 3aMeTuTh
JloM, KaK TOT Kpolle4Hblii OCKOJIOK CTpaxa, KycaBlIMii e€ ¢
TeX Mop, KaK OHU BCTPETH/IM BCaIHHUKOB, TYT X€ pacTrasil.

— Ilonerye, beBuc! — oxnukHyna Jlorra.

KoHb 3apxaj M 3aTpsc rojoBOH, CJIOBHO MOHSUI, YTO OHA
ckasana. CaHH NOKaTWIKCh Mo ropy ropasnao MemieHHee. U
JloTTa BCE elné npucaylIMBaiach, CTapajach yC/IbILIATh YTO-
TO ell€, KPOME CTYKa KOIMNbIT N0 YTONTAHHOMY CHery.

— besuc! — ronoc JloTrTel npo3BeHes BHOBb, KOraa OHHU
noabexain K caMoMy MocTy. JIOTTa oTKHMHYJa MOJIOT caHei U
BBICKOYIJIa Ha CHer. XOTsd OHa He 3BaJia 3a coboii Jloppy, Ta
TOXe BbUIe3sia U3-TIoJ Mexa.

JlnuHHas 100Ka JloppH Talqmiach rno cHery, ¥ XoTs AeBOY-
Ka cTapajiach Noa6HpaTh NMoaoJ, HO BCE paBHO ABHIajiach OHa
Kylda MelJIeHHeH M JajleKo He Tak JIOBKO, Kak Jlorra. A Ta
BCMaTpHMBANIacCh B TEHH MOJ MOCTOM, KaK B Ty, APYTYIO HOYb,
Korja TaM McKanu yoexwuine ®@uneac n Peba.

Ha s3tot pa3 Jloppu He ycabnnana miad. Ho 3mechs 6bU10
4T10-TO elll€. TOYHO TaK Xe, KAK OHa CJIbILIaja TOT CKBEPHbIH
3anax BCaJHHMKOB, KOTOpble OCTAHOBWJIHM MX CaHH, TaK H
ceiiyac OHa movyBcTBoBala cTpaX. Ho He cBoi cTpax, a
CcTpax, MOAHMMAaBLIHIiCS K Heil oT TEMHOM Boabl. OHa ocTa-
HOBWIach, 0poOeB.

— Onu panexko, — pasgaics royoc Jlorrel. — HMx cobaku
MyCTWIKCH MO JIOXHOMY ciieny. BoIxoauTe, Moka ecTb BpeMsl.

OrBeta He nociegopaio. JIoppu mokasajaochb, YTO BOJIHA
cTpaxa ycwiwiacbh. HeoXHIaHHO cTpax ymapwi €€ c Takom
CWIOMH, YTO OHAa He MoIIa Jaxe noueBeauTbess. Ho JloTra Bcé
NPOTATUBAJIa PYKH K TEMHLIM TEHSIM.

— He 6oitrech Hac. Brixoaure, noka eié ectb BpeMs. S
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obewmalo BaM Ge3omacHoe yoexmuine. Ho s1 He Mory obemarp
MHOIO BpEMEHHM.

W cHoBa TuiinHa. [TotoM Jloppu 3aMeTwIa B TEHHU ene
3aMeTHOe HABIDKeHHe. OTTyma Ha YeTBEepEeHbKaX, yBsA3asd B
CHery, BbIloJI3ja cKopyeHHas ¢purypa. OHa Talumia 3a cobor
YTO-TO BpPOA€E KYUKH TPSAINOK, 3aBEPHYTHIX B LIAJIb.

— Hwuuero He moaenaeins, — NMPo3By4ayo KaK CTOH 6OJIH.
— MHe TOJIBKO BaM MOBEPHTb M OCTAJIOCh, MHCC.

Jlorra 6pocunacey Briepén, €€ pyKu ONMyCTWIMCh Ha IUIeYH
NoN3yLUeH.

— Jloppu! — nos3Bajia OHa, M AeBOYKa CTaja IMPOOMBATLCA
K HHM CKBO3b CYTPOOBI.

BMecTe OHHM MOOHSIM Ha HOTH TOIUYI0, OAHH KOCTH,
XEHUIUHY, KOTOpas TpsAciach TaK, YTO BCE €€ Xymdoe Teso
IEPrajockb.

— Hskxku! H3kku! — oHa monbiTaJlach HarHyTbes 3a
CBEPTKOM M YYTh He ymaja, eciu Obl He JloTTa.

— Hnaure! Uoute xe! — noaronsia ux Jlorra. — Y Hac
Masio BpeMeHH! Jloppu, nonbepn MiageHua!

Minanenua? Jloppu nocMorpesia Ha Ha CBEPTOK, KOTOPbIi
He ueBeawicsd, He nuuaa. MnageHeu? Ewi€ He Beps B 3To,
neBoYKa JIMXOpPaNO4YHO HarHyjlach M MNOAXBAaTWIA CBEPTOK,
3aMOTaHHBIA B MPOMOKIIYIO OT CHera wajb. OHa OeicTBH-
TeJBHO JepXajla B pyKax MajleHbkoe Teiable. Ilyrasice B
100Ke, OHa BJe3/ia 00paHO B CAaHH M NMOYYBCTBOBaJIa, KaK 4YToO-
TO LUEBEJIbHYJIOCh Y HEE€ Ha IpyaH.

Koe-Kak OHH BTHCHYJIHCh B caHH M JloTTa ynapuia BoX-
XaMHu. beBHc NMOBE3 MX Bhepén, yepe3 MOCT, MO JOPOXKE K
JloMy, U CBEpHYJI MHMO BOpOT B KOHIOLIHIO. KTO-TO 6GeXxan
Mo CHery HaBCTpedy MM.

— Miucc JloTra?

— bynb BHuMaTeneH, ®uHeac. Y Hac MOryT ObITH He3Ba-
Hbl€ TOCTH.

IlapeHb KMBHYII.

— Ecnu oHM npuayTt, s Halay 4To cKa3aTh. [loMoub He
Hano?

— [Mortom. Jlyyille cTOpOXH CHapyXH.

JloppH uU1a NO pacyMiIEHHOMH AOPOXKe caeloM 3a JloTroi
M HalJCHHON XEHUIMHOH, BCE el€ MNpKuMasi K Tpyau
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pe6€éHka. OHH nomouUTHM K YEpPHOMY Xony. B okHax ropen
cser. Boiins B npuxoxyio, Jloppu ycaslmana nErkuii mym
MHOXecTBa rojiocoB. OHM cpa3dy CBEpPHY/IM Ha KyxHio. Ot
IUIMTHI K HUM oGepHynach AesByuika. Korna oHa yBuaena
XEHLIWHY, KOoTopylo rnoanepxusana Jlorra, eé rmasa MrHo-
BEHHO pacIIMpPIUIMCh, HO OHA TYT X€ COBJIajaja ¢ coboii H,
HE NPOPOHHMB HH CJIOBa, OpOCHIACh KO BTOPOMY BLIXOAY H3
KyxHH. OHM OBICTPO TNPOBEH XCHIIMHY Yepe3 3eJIEHYIO
CNATBLHIO B KOMHATY C MOJMKAMH W PUCYHKOM Ha nojy. Jlotra
ONYCTWIA XeHILINHY B Kpecno. Ha MrHoBeHue Ta o6MaKIa, H
JloppH noka3aioch, YTO OHa ceifyac CBAJTUTCA Ha Tojl. 3aTeM,
C BUAMMBIM YCWIHEM, XEHILWHA BHITIPAMIIACH M MPOTHHYJIA
K HUM PYKHU:

— Haxxu! Jlaitte MHe Moero Hakxu! — oHa oT4astHHO
nocMoTpena Ha JloppH M Ta TOPOILIMBO MOJIOXH/IA MJIaJeHLa
el Ha KOJIEHH.

Korna XeHIIMHaA pa3BepHY/ia H30ApaHHbIE TPANKH, Jloppu
yBHAENA, YTO 3TO ObUI BOBCE He MiadeHel. 3T1o ObUT yXe
MOAPOCUINH MaJIbIll, ¢ GOJIBIIMMH I1a3aMH Ha CMOPLIEHHOM
Jmvynke. OH MOAHSN PYYKH, NOMIAAWI JIMLO CKIOHMBLIEHCS
Hal HHM XCEHILIMHb W H30a] CTPaHHBIA 3BYK, MNBIXTALIMI
HErpOMKHI BCKPHK, HETIOXOXHI HH Ha YeJIOBEYECKYIO peyb,
HHM Ha KPMKH OOBIYHBIX AETEH.

— Haxxu! — XeHIIMHAa NOKaYMBaJia ero, NpuXas K rpyau.
Jlotra warHyna X aBepH. TaM yXe NoOsIBWIAch JEBYLIKA C
KyXHH — 3T0 6b11a Peba — ¢ NoAHOCOM, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSUIH
MHCKA M KPYXKa.

JloTTa nogHecna HX XEHIIHMHE.

— [lefite. 31O ropsiuee U nMpuaacT BaM CWI. A OHHM BaM
noHanoo6sTcs.

XKeHuuHa msHyna Ha JloTTy, B3sijla ¢ MOOHOCA KPYXKY H
caenana rmoTok. IToToM oHa mpoTsHynNa KpPyXKy peGEHKY,
KOTOpBIH XagHO TNpunan K Heil. XKeHlLIMHA CHOBa TMOAHSLIA
rnasa Ha JloTry.

— Mpsl Gernble, U3-3a peKH.

— A 3nalo0. Ho 3nech Bbl B 6€30MacCHOCTH.

XKeHIUHHa CJIOBHO He cibllliala €€ CJOB.

— Hbaxxu! OHM xorenu npopath MeHs 6e3 Haxxut On
HHUKOMY He HyXeH. He yMeeT HU XoauTh, HM roBopHuTh. Ecnu
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611 He ero MaMa, Hakku 6b1 naBHO nomep. Ho Bc€ paBHO, OH
HE MYCOp, KOTOpbIii MOXHO BBHIOpOCHTb. OH KOe-YTO yMeeT
CBOMMH MaJIcHHLKMMH pYy4YOHKaMH. BoT mocMoTpuTe, MHCC,
BbI TOJILKO NMOCMOTpHTE... H3KKu caenan Bce 310 cam!

XKeHlIMHA BBIHY/IA Y MajJbYHMKAa M3 PYK KPYyXKY H, IOCTa-
BHUB €€ Ha MOOHOC, KOTOpblii BCE ellé nAepxana Jlorra,
MPHHIACH KOMIAThCA B CBOEM GecchopMeHHOM Tpsinbe. BrrTa-
LIUB OTTYAa MaJICHbKUI KBaJpaTHK IUVIETEHON UMHOBKH, OHa
npotsiHyna ero Jlotre. B cBere jamMmbl OH HEOXHIAHHO
3abnecren sapkuMu usetamu. Ilepps, noHsua Jloppu. Ilery-
LIHHbIE TIEPbs.

— Hakxu — oH caM caenan 3to. Caenan BC€ caM Ui ero
MaMbl, KoTopasi ero Tak mobur! M c ronoBoii y Hero Bcé B
nmopsaKe, 4To O6bl TaM cTapas MHCCHC He ropopwia. Sl He
otaaM Moero Hakxu. S yciblliana, Kak OHH TOBOPHJIH, 4TO
xotar nponate Koyn, — 3to s, mucc. Torma s mnpocrto
noaxsatwia Hakku u 6pocunace 6exars, yto 6610 nyxy. U
Kyla Ila3a IJISIsT.

— bonblie BaM He NpHAETCcs yberatb, — YCIOKOWIA €é
JloTTa. — A Tenepsb noeumste. B Mucke cnaBHbIi cyn, Koy
W He BOJHYiTECH, 30€Ch Bbl B 0€30MIaCHOCTH.

— A TaK OniBaer? Pa3Be ecThb rae-HuMOyab GesomacHoe
MecTo 11 MeHs M Haxxn?

— 310 MecTOo 3mech, — rosoc JIOTTEI cTad TBEPALIM H
yBepeHHbIM. — JIOppH, OTHecH 3TO, moXaiyiicta, Pebe.

M oHa mpoTsAHyJa eif MOAHOC ¢ MyCcTOH KpyXKOH M MHC-
KOH.

Jloppu BbILIIIA 0OpaTHO B KopHaop. 31ech He OBUIO HH
JaMITbl, HH cBedeil, oYeHb TeMHo. [leBouka naxe cJierka
HCIyrajlach 3TOM TEMHOTHI — €l [I0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OHA KaK-TO
IBIDXETCS1 BOKPYT He€. U TeMHOTa TyT Xe mnpornajia, a BMecTe
¢ Helo M Kopuaop — JloppHu cHoBa cuaena nepes KyKOJbHBIM
JOMHKOM.

Tyxwu czywaromcsn

— Térsa Mapraper! — Jloppu AepXaia Ha KOJIEHSX OXMH
M3 TETHHBIX aIbOGOMOB 1O HCTOpHH Moabl. — Kak THI ayma-
€llb, CKOJILKO JIET MHCC D1Mua?
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Térs oTopBasia B3IIAA OT CBOMX 3CKM3OB.

— He nmeio Hu Maneiimero noHsarus, Jloppu. Ho ecnu
CYOHUTb MO TOMY, YTO OHA pacCKa3biBaja... — TYT TETS Map-
rapeT 3aJyManach.

— BoT nocMoTpH, BuIMILL 3TO TaThe? To9HO TaKoe Xe,
KaKk HocuT MHcc Oumua. Ho 3mecs HamMcaHo, 4TO Takme
Hocwin B 1865 romy. 3adyeM MHMcC DIIMHI HOCHMTDb IUIAThE,
KoTopoMy 6oJible cTa jer?

— Hy, HaBepHOe, MOTOMY, YTO €H TaK XOYeTcCs, KPOLUKA.
M noroM, e€ mwiaTsio BoBce He CTO JieT. OHO MpOCTO CLIMTO
MO CTapbiM BBIKpO#KaM. Thl Xe 3Haellb, MHCC DIIMHA He
BBIXOAMT H3 10MY. MoXeT OBbITb, €ii MPOCTO HPABSTCS IUIAThA
Toro BpemeHd. OHH Takue KpacuBble. M moToM, Takmx TKa-
He#l CeroflHsA yXe He OTHILIELIb.

— A rae ux 6epet Mucc dumun?

— Moxer, y He€ ell€ OCTAIMCh CTaphble 3amachl. Toraa
YacTO TKAHb MOKYNAJIH NPSAMO IITYKAMH H JEepXalH Ipo
3amac, YTo6bl HCIIONMB30BaTh NIOTOM. A B TAKOM CTapoOM JOMe,
KaK y Heé, BNOJIHE MOIJIO COXPAHMTBhCA MHOIO NOXOOGHBIX
cTapbiX 3anacoB. Beab JJoM-BocbMHCTEHOK GBLT MOCTPOEH B
cepeauHe 1840-x ronos.

— A K10 ero nocrpoun?

— CeMbst DuiMHAOB. Mucc DIIMUA — NOCEeRHssA U3 3TOH
ceMbd. Bo BcsikoM cirydae, mocneaHssi ¢ Takoil (paMwinei B
DlUTOHE.

— W Xannu ToXe HOCHT TakMe IUvIaThsi, — JIoppH BepHY-
J1ach K NMEpPBOHAYAJIbLHOH TeMe.

— Xawm o4yeHb JIOOMT H yBaxaeT MHcc Dumua. U el
TOoXe He MeHbllle JIeT, 4eM MHCC DIIMHI, TNO3TOMY OHa
JoOHT Te Xe obbryan. M mormxHa TebGe cKasaTbh, HM 0OeUM
OYEeHb MAYT 3TH CTAPHHHBIE IUIAThA.

Jloppu nepeBepHysa cTpaHHLY alibboMa H, IIOCMOTPEB Ha
IPYTYIO KApTHHKY, NNPOYHTANA MOANMKCh. Mucc DIMHI HOCH-
Jia TwiaThe 1865 rona, a MaJieHbKas I€BOYKA Ha 3TOH KApTHHKE
6bUIa ofleTa TOYB-B-TOYb, KaK Kykna PeGa. U mata mox
KapTHHKOM cTosia «1845».

OHa npUHANMAch JIUCTATh CTPAHMIIbI, HafesCh HAWTH YTO-
Hu6ynb ewE. Toraa noyTH Bee 106KK OBLUIH JNTMHHBIMH, 2 OHa
He TMOMHWIA JeTaneii, YToObl TOYHO ONpENeNNTb, K KaKOMY
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BpeMEHH OTHOCWIAch oexnaa JIOTTs B TOT AeHb, KOTa OHHU
KaTanuch Ha caHsx. U — k1o Takas GOpuia Jlorra?

Jloppu, KaxeTcsi, HadMHaNa aoraasiBarhess. Ho aToro npo-
cTo He MoxXeT 6bITh! M1 MoxeT? OHa CHOBa BEepHYNach K
CTpaHHIie C IUIaTbeM MHMCC DLIMMA.

— 3amMevaTtenbHblil goM! — TETS MaprapeTr oTopBajiach OT
paboTEI U CMOTpeJia Ha CTE€HY, Ilie BHCENl POXAECTBEHCKMI
nogapok Mucc DuiMua. TaM ObUIM H300paXeHbl JieAH H
phILAPE, CTOSIBUIME B cCany B OKPYXEHHH LBeTOB. I IMHHBIE
KyIpH Nafgady phIliaplo Ha IUIeYH, a Ha OOKy y Hero BHcesna
mmara. Térs o6bsacHuna Jloppu, 9T0 3TO — y3eJIKOBasA BbI-
LIMBKA, OYeHb peKas U 3a06bITas TEXHHKA, a caMoii pabore —
Heé MeHee TPEXCOT JIeT.

— Hacrosmnuii My3eii, Jloppu.

— A noueMy 651 JloM He cienath My3eeM? Torna Beab OHH
He CMOTYT CHECTH €ro, e€CJiM 3To OyaeT My3eii?

— Moxer ObITb, — TETSS Mapraper cHoBa B3fJach 3a
KapaHAall, AaBasi TMOHATb, YTO HE XO4YeT NMPOJOIKATh 3TOT
pasropop. — UYTo, pa3Be BaM HHYEro He 3aJaBajii Ha JIOM,
Kpoika?

Jloppu oTnoXmwia anb60M B CTOPOHY.

— MareMaTHKy, — B3JOXHYJa OHa ¢ HeoxoToii. Hopas
HIesl LEeJIMKOM 3axBaTWiIa €€, H O MaTeMaTHKe TPyIAHO ObUIO
IyMarTb.

Ecau JIoM-BoCBMHCTEHOK CTaHET HM3BECTHBIM, OHH He€
cMoryT cHecTH ero. Ho kxak caenars lom n3BecTHbIM? CTaThs
B razere — WIHM penopTax Io TejJeBH30py? A KaK HamMcaThb
Takyio ctaTblo? MoxeT 6bITh, MPOCTO HANMCATh TYAA MHUCBMO
H MOMNpOoCcUTh 06 3TOM?

— Yr1o-TO THI HE OYEHL MHOIO Cliejajla, — 3aMeTHIa TETH,
cobupasi cBon 6yMarn. — Muccuc P3iiMOHA He MoHpaBATCS
TBOM KapakyliH. B Mo€ BpeMs, eciMm MHe He H3MEHSET
NaMATb, KOrJa KOHYAIMCh POXAECTBEHCKHE KAHUKYJIbI, CHO-
Ba HayMHajlach y4€ba, M crapaTenbHas ydebGa, JO caMoro
KOHLIa roja.

— Jla, T€Ts1, — Jloppu momnsiTanack oTie4ybes oT JoMa U
COCpeJOTOYHTLCS Ha 3THX NMPOTUBHLIX UHdpax. Hukoraa oHa
HMX He Jobuia.

Koraa Jloppu nerna cnath, oHa CHOBa noaymaina o Jlome-
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BoceMucrenke. Bor, nonycrum, oHa, Jloppm Mannapn, Ha-
nuiieT nNUchMo B rasery: o Jlome-BocbMucTeHke, 0 Mucc
DM ¥ 060 Bcex TeX 3aMevaTeNbHbIX Bellax...
3aMmeyarenbHbIX Belnax. Jloppu onépHyna ce6s. Kykonb-
HBIH JOMMK. Mucc DuIMHI HMKOrIa He paccKa3bpiBajia O HEM
JloppH, ¥ OHa TOXe HH pa3y He 3aroBapMBajla O HEM C MHCC
Smmua. U c 1éreit Mapraper Toxe. 310 6BLUIO YTO-TO...
o4eHb ocobeHHoe. Jloppu 6e3 BCAKHMX 0OBsICHEHHI MOHUMAIa
310. Ho Beb 3TOT TOMHK TOXe ObL1 YyacThio JJloMa-Bocbhmuc-
TEeHKa, ¥ €C/IM €r0 CAENAIOT My3eeM... a KaK Xe MHCC DILIMUA
u Xawu? [ne onu Toraa 6yayr xurh? Passe B My3esix XHUBYT?
Ho Bcé paBHO — eclM IOM CHecyT, TO Kylaa MM aerncsa? U
KyAa JAcHeTcsd KyKOJNbHBIN NOMMK, M beBuc, m Cabuna?
Jloppu ycenacr B kpoBaTH. Uto Xe Oymer? OHa noDkHa
paccka3aTh... HET, CIPOCHTh Y MHMCC DIIMHI. 3aBTpa OHa
MocTapaeTcs BHIPBAThCS U3 IIKOJBI KAK MOXHO paHblIe H...

Ox, 3aBTpa Xe KiaaccHoe coopaHme. Ho 3To HeBaxHO.
Ceiyac HeBaxHo. Eif mpocTo HeoOXomMMO YBMIETb MMCC
DOUIMHA ¥ paccKas3aTb CBOIO uAelo ¢ My3seeM. M crpocuTs,
MOXHO JIM 3TO CAENaTh?

Jloppu 3aBopovanach OT HeTepneHHA. Bcilo Xu3Hb e
XOTeJOCh HEMEeMJICHHO OpaThCsl 3a TO, YTO OHa pellwia. A
ceifuac NpUAETCA XAaTh LIeJIyI0 HOYb, U €LIE 3aBTpa BeCh JI€Hb
B LLKOJIE.

A Korza IeBoYKa yCHy’na, eii npucHwicsa JJoM-BocbMucre-
HOK, a Hal HUM — T€MHas rpo3oBas Ty4a. U mox e€ TeHbIo
CTEHbl JOMa CTAHOBWINCH BCEé MeHbllle H MeHblle, U Jloppu
MOKA3aJIoCh, YTO CKOPO AOM COBteM Hcye3HeT. OHa Opocu-
Jlach BHEepEéd, YToObl ycIeTh JoOeXaTh IO JoMa, MOKa OH He
ucye3. HeoxunaHHo napaaHas ABepb OTKpbLUIACh, H Ha MOPO-
re nosiBuiach Mucc dumimua. OHa 6oJblile HE ONMMpPAIach HU
Ha 1ieyo Xa/UIM, HH Ha TPOCTO4YKY. Mucc DLIMHUA NpoTsaHyNa
00e pyku K Jloppu u nomaxana eii, YToObl Ta BO3BpalLiaach.
N Ha e€ nuue Obuia ynepiOKa, CJIOBHO BCE ObUIO B NMOJIHOM
MopsiaKe.

YTpoM HOBbIH IUIaH He BbIxoawil Yy JIoppH H3 TIONOBBHI.
KaTH 3abexana 3a Heil 1 OHH OTIIPABWIKCH B LIKOJIy CAMBIM
KOPOTKHMM IyTeM, He ciycKasich o Oui Ctpur. K3t o yé€M-
TO TApPaTOpWJIa, HO HEOXHMIAHHO NpepBaNach M pe3KO 3aMeTHJIa:
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— Jloppn Mamnapn! Tel He cibllajzia HU €IMHOTO MOEro
cnoBa. Tel YTO, OMNATH BHTAEllb MBICISIMM B MHWUIHOHE MWIb
orciona?

Jloppu B3OpOrHyna, OTPHIBAasiCh OT CBOMX MBICJICH.

— Her, s Tyr. Bot, Moy no yiamuue.

— Hwu 3a yto 6B He moBepmia. Tel, KaKk T¢ POOOTH, O
KoTopbix Po6 yuTaer. A roBopuna o BanentuHoBoi Spmap-
ke, Jloppn — o BanentnHoBO# SpMapke!

— Ho BanenTHHOB neHb B ¢deBpajie, a ceifdac TOJBLKO
SIHBaphb.

— Her, Tl B caMOM Jejle Kakasf-TO 3aTOPMOXEHHas.
BanentuHoBa SipMapka — caMoe 0oJiblIo€ MEpPONPHUSATHE B
LIKOoJIe. A MBI B 3TOM IOy — BBLIITYCKHO# KJ1acc, 3HaYUT, MBI
M 6yneM Bcé ycTpauBaTh. M1 ceroqHsi BBIOMPalOT KOMHTETHI —
KOMMTET MaJIbYMKOB H KOMHTET OeBOYEK.

— Thol moskHa B HEM y4acTBOBaTh, KaTH.

— W a rax aymalo. Caywaii, Jloppu, Ie6 Komnuus
CKa3ajla, YTO OHa MNpPeUIOXHUT MEeHs B NpeacelaTeIi KOMUTe-
Ta. Tol noaaepXuib NpelioXeHne?

— To ecTb Ha coOpaHHH BCTaTh U CKA3aTh, YTO ThI JOJDKHA
ObITH B KOMHTETE?

— Tu1 npocTo ckaxewb: «[loanepXuBalo KaHAWAATYPY».
Hy, Tl Xe cablliana, KaK roBOpSIT, HHYEro CTpaumiHoro. Y
MeHSl eCTb HECKOJIbKO OTJIMYHBIX MAeH H, KaXeTrcs, s MOTy
CTaTh npeaceaaresieM KoMuTeTa. Caenaeuwb, JagHo?

— Ho... 1 He cobHupanacs ocTaBaTbcd Ha COOpaHMH.

K3Ti cHOBa ycTaBWiach Ha Hee.

— Iloyemy 310, MHTepecHO? He Bansii nypaka, MmHccuc
P3itMOHI BCE paBHO He OTMYCTHUT TebGs. MBI Xe BBITYCKHOM
KJ1acc, Mbl JOJDKHBI OBITH GOJblIIE BCEX 3aUHTEpeCOBaHbL. Thl
YTO, HE MOMHMIIb, YTO OHA CcKa3aja Ha Mpolulod Heaene?
Hnu Tl TOYHO TaK Xe, KaK ceifyac, ymiaMH xjionana?

— Ho MHe HYXHO cienaTh OXHY Belllb... OY€Hb BaXHYIO.

— Hy, TaKk s Tebe ckaxy, 4TO 3TO AOKHA OBITH camasi
BaXHas Bellb B MHpe. A TO MHcCHC P3iiMOHI mpocTo He
otnyctit Te6s. Hy, Tak uro, JloppH, Thl noaaepXuipb MO0
KaHIWIaTypy?

— JlanHo, — cepaue Jloppu ynano. Katu Obula npasba,
Beb OHa 4YacTO 3aHHMajJachb 3THMM LIKOJbHBIMH J€laMH.
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Ecnu et npuaércs cuaeTb Ha cOOpaHMH, TO HE OCTaHeTcH
BpeMeHHM, YyToObI 3a6exaTh B JloM-BocbMucTeHOK. XOTH 3TO
ToXe 6BUIO TaK BaXHO!

Kath okasanace mpasa. Jloppu nornpo6oBasiia OGbLSICHHUTD
MHccHC P3iiMOHI, YTO y He€ moclie LIKOJABI OYEHb BaXHOE
Jeno. Ho xax TOABKO BBIACHWIOCH, YTO 3TO OYEHb BaXHOE
neno Jloppu, a He T€TM Mapraper, Muccuc P3iiMoHI cpa3sy
Xe 3aMETWIa, YTO NPHHHMAThb Y4acTHEe B OOlIECTBEHHOH
XM3HH KJacca Kyaa 0ojiee BaXHO.

Jloppu ycenach 3a mapTy ¢ TeM X€ TOCKIMBBIM YYBCTBOM,
KaK ¥ TOraa, KOra oHa TOJIbKO YTO Npuexaia B DroH. OHa
He ciywana, kak bun Kpayaep, npe3uaeHT Kiacea, IIpHM3bl-
BaeT BceX K NOPSAKY, H Bcero, 0 Y4€M NoBOpWIa YYHTEJIbHULIA,
ToXe He cibilana. OHa OYHYJach, TOJILKO KOTAA €€ OKPYXH-
Jla HeoXHUOaHHas THUIMHA. Hecko/lbKo ydYeHML OIJISHY/IHCDH
Ha Jloppu. OHM SIBHO 4YEro-TO OT HeE OXHAAIM, M OHa
MOYYBCTBOBaJIa NMPWIMB JIETKOH MaHHKM — CJIOBHO YYHTEJb
BbI3BaJl €€ OTBeYaTh C MECTa, a OHa JOaXe He CJblllana
BOIpOCa.

Yepes nBe napThl nogHsANack beccu Kanbaep u ckaszana:

— 5 mopmepXuBalO KaHAMIATYpY.

«j nonnepxwupaio KaHauaarypy!» O#, 3To Xe Kak pa3 To,
YTO JOJDKHA Obula cka3aTth oHa! E€ xe KaTtu mompocuna!
Jloppu GbicTpo 0b6epHyach Ha K3TH H BcTpeTHNach C cepau-
THIM OOBMHSIOLIMM B3rgaoM. KaTu monpocuna e€ U oHa He
caenana. U renepp K3TH OyMaeT, 4TO OHa CI€LHAIBHO!

JloppH oT4asiHHO coobpaxaina, KaK 0GbSCHHTb CBOIO 1pO-
mawky Katu. Moxer, pacckasats eii o JloMe-BocbMHCTEHKE
# o mocce? OHa HeTepneIHBO 3aép3ajla Ha CTylle, JOXHIAsICh
KOHIIa cobpaHus, YTo6bl NOgOHTH K K3TH U BCE OOBACHUTD.

Ho o6bsicHeHnss He moayuywioch. Kak Tonbko coOpaHue
OKOHYMIoCh, K3TH nospaia:

— becc! Kpuc! Ocranbrech! ¥ MeHS €CTb HECKOJBLKO
KJIacCHBIX uaei!

Jloppu npoTtonkHysiach K napre Katu.

— Kom! Katu! — rpomMko OKIMKHyJa OHa, IIBITAsICh
3acTaBUTh K3TH XOTS OBl NOBEpPHYTH IOJIOBY M OOpaTHMThb
BHHMaHHe. 10 el yaanoch, H K3t obGepHy/ach, BCTPETHUB
Jloppy XoMOAHBIM B3IISIIOM.
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— Y10 1ebe HyxHO, Jloppu Maswiapn? Tel He caepxana
CBOEro CJI0Ba U AyMaelllb, YTO si BO3bMY Tebsi B CBOH KOMH-
Ter?

— Ho KaTu...

— i ckazana, — npownnena K3Tu, neperHyBummch 4epes
napty, — oTBsxuch, Jloppu! Tel MHe He nmoMmorjia, 3Ha4MT,
Banu orcloaa! IloiinéM, neBoukH, y Hac Kyda aen’

C 3THMM CJIOBaMM OHa BBIlIUIA BMECT€ C HECKOJbKHMH
NMOMXHMIABIIMMHU €€ oXHOKIacCHMLaMHM. Jloppu moruienach B
pa3neBajKy, Bojio4a CyMKy no noiy. Temepp TOpPONHTBCA
6bU10 Hekyna, B JloM-BOCEMHCTEHOK OHa BCE paBHO He
ycnieBasia, M MOTOM, €CJIM OHA BBIAAET M3 Kilacca cpa3y Beieln
3a Katu, Ta emi€ noaymaer, uyro Jloppu uné€r 3a HuMu. Bot
emé! K3t npaBwIbHO cKa3alla — OHHM JPYT B IpYre HH
KanenbKu He Hyxnaworcs. JloppH yXe 3acTéruBana KypTouKy,
KOrIa KTO-TO XJIOMHY/ ABEpPbIO cCOCeqHero 1KadyukKa.

— 310 THI, JIN3a6eT...

— Yr0, CHOBA B yTOJI MOCTaBWIH? — chexmaHu4ana JIusa-
6er. — YeMm B 3TOT pa3 BH pacctpowtn EE€ Koposnesckoe
BricoyecTBO?

Jloppy B3ApOTrHyJia, HACTONLKO S3BHTEJLHBIM TOHOM 3TO
6bUTO CcKa3aHo.

— OHa nonpocwia MeHsl NoAIepXaTh €€ KaHAWAATYpy B
KOMMTET H... Hy, A 3aayMaliack O APYTOM H COBCEM IIPO 3TQ
3a0bu1a. KoHe4HO, oHa paccepamnnachk.

— Ha Hy, — T1yT JInzaber momGoyeHWwnIach, — YTO Xe
MoXeT OBIThb BaxHee, yeM 3TOoT KoMuteT? Kakas rimybokas
Mbicnb, Jloppu?

Jloppu Obula HeMHOTro o3amayeHa. JIuzaber He Jo6una
Katn. U oHa scHO gana 310 noHATh. JlIoppu BNIOMHMIA, KaK
OHU BMecCTe XOOWIH B KMHO, U KaK K3TH BBIKMHYJIa HOMep,
Korna oHM paccaxuBanuck. U JIuzaber TyT Xe 3aMKHYNach.

— A aymana... — HeoxuaaHHo JIpoou 3axoTenoch BbITO-
BopHThes. Eit HpaBmnace JInzaber — oObrdHast, He A3BUTEILHAS
JIuzaber.

— JInzaber, oI 3Haeub Jlom-BocpMucTeHOK?

— Ty crapyio pasBaimHy Ha O Crpur? 3Halw. [lama
TOBOPHT, YTO 3TO €AUHCTBEHHbIH AOM B DLITOHE, Y KOTOPOIro
BOCEMb CTEH. A YTO C HMM Takoe?
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— T'oBopsT, 4TO ero OymyT CHOCHTb, — HM3-3a LIOCCE.

— Jla, Bbe3n Oynmer uatu ¢ ['>MOnmMep ABeHIO IO caMOro
CKOPOCTHOTO LIocce. OTo TpU KBaprana 3a O Crpwur.

— A oTkyna Tl 3HaelIb?

— Moii nana — MHXeHep-IOPOXHHK, H OH paboTaeT Hal
3THM NMPOEKTOM. A 4TO CIY4YWIOCh, KaKoe Tebe aeJio no Toro,
rae npoiaér 3Ta nqopora?

- — Henn3a cHocute [loM-BochbMHCTEHOK! — BCTbIXHYNA
Jloppu. — A noaymana.. MoxeTr ObITb, €CJIM HaNMcaThb
MUCHMO B raseTy WIH... WIM MO TeJeBUICHHUIO paccKa3aTb.
Pa3Be 3TO X He OCTAHOBHT?

— OTHM yXe roa Kak 3aHMMaloTcs, — ToXaJja TuledaMu
JInzaber. — U He TonbKO BOCHBMHCTEHKOM, HO M IOPYTHMH
IoMaMH. B mATHHLY ycTpaMBalOT 3acelaHHe KOMMCCHH IO
3TOMy noBody. XOTfi 3TO HM4Yero He u3MeHUT. K cesepy
MPOXOAMT MOA3EMHAasi peKa, U OHH He CMOTYT TIOCTPOMTHb
gopory TaM. [Io3ToMy mepeHOoCHTb €€ HUKTO He OyAeT.

— Peka? — nepecnpocuna Jloppn. MoxeT 6bITh, 3TO TOT
caMblii pydyeid, Mog MOCTOM 4Yepe3 KOTOpbIii mpsTanuch Ger-
neupt?

— Jla, peka. OHa KOrja-To TeKJa o 3eMiie, KaK OObI4Has
peyka. A MOTOM TaM CTaJM CTPOHWTb BCE Goibluie M Gosbile
IOMOB. B KOHIIe KOHLIOB pPeKY CIpSTaIH B OonblHe TpyObl U
CTaJIM CTPOHUTH NpsiMo nosepx. Ho nopory nosepx 3Toit peku
He TNOCTPOMTb.

— A kak xe Jlom-BocbMHucTeHOK?

— A 4t0 B HEM TaKoro ocobeHHoro? OHM cobGHpaloTcs
CHECTH M cTapblif 1oM PakctoHa, PakcTroH-Xay3. Mos MaMma
TOBOPHT, 4YTO 3TO CThIIHO, — CHECTH JOM YeJIOBEKa, KOTO-
pLIif MPHIUIBUT M3 AHITIMHM 6oJsiee cTa JIeT Ha3al M NMOCTOMN
3TOT ropold. 1 OH Takoii KpacHBBIH.

— JloM-BoCBMHCTEHOK TOXe, — YINpAMO BO3pa3uja
JloppH.

— Jla 6pocsk Thl. CTapasi pa3Bajlioxa Ha 3apocllieM KJIOYKe
3eMJIM.

Jloppu 3arpsiciia rojioBoi.

— Jla HeT, OH TaKMM KaXeTcs TOJIbKO H3-3a Orpapibl,
JInzaber. A 3a orpagoil TaM cal, a BHYTpM OoMa — OX,
JInzaber, TaM NpocTO YyAecHO!
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— A THI OoTKyAa 3Haewb? JloppH, Thl YTO... Tl B CAaMOM
nenie nobniBana B nome BeabMbi? [IpaBna?

— Her taM Hukako¥ BeabMbl! — BenbixHyna Jloppu. —
Tam xuByT Mucc Swmua U Xawm U Cabuna! U Mosa 1€ta
cKa3aja, YTo 3TOT JOM — Kak My3eii. [la, s Opiia TaM, M TETA
Mapraper — ToXe. Mucc SmIMMI yYUT MEHS BBIIIMBaTh, a
TéTA MaprapeT NpUXoAWwIa Tya Ha BOCKPECHbIH 4Yai, U ellé
MBI npa3aHoBain TaM PoxaectBo! Tam Tak 3nopoBo! Thl Obl
BHIENIA, KaKas TaM €1kKa, M XaJUld ¥UCHeKIa NpSHUYHBIX
Ye/I0BEYKOB H... — M TYT JloppH NpHHANACh pacCKa3bIBaTh O
JoMme-BocsMucTeHKe, 06 €ro oGHUTaTeNsIX U O COKPOBHLIAX,
000 BCEM, KpoMe KyKOJIBHOIO JOMHKA M joulaaku besuc. U
JInzaber ciaywiana ¢ HemoAaAeJIbHbBIM HHTEPECOM.

— D, neBouku! 1o noMaM, — B KopuIope CTOsUT MHCTEP
XacKWHC, UIKONBbHBINA cMOTpHUTENb. JIoppH 3axJIonHyJNa CBOIA
IKapUHK.

Oro, yxe, HaBepHoOe, no3aHo. Bce, kxpoMe HuX, yuuu. OHa
MOAHSAMA B3MIAA Ha GOJIbLIME Yachl KaK pa3, Koraa MHHYTHas
CTpejiKa nepenBuraigach. Jecsats MUHYT nsToro!

— Caywaif, — cka3ana JIuzaber, — MaMa 3BOHWIa, OHa
3a MHOIf 3aelleT, Mbl cerogHs HMAEM K croMartosiory. 1 Ml
Te6s1 MOXeM TOAKHHYTD 10 yria dur CTpHT, a oTTyna Tebe a0
loMa HeIajeKo.

— Mama, — Beinanuia JIuzabeT, Bie3ast B MALIHHY, — MbI
poicanuM Jloppy Ha yrny Bu Crpur, naaHo? A To yxke
MO3IHO.

— S TosLKO YTO XOTENa BaM 3TO NpeNIoXUTh. IToueMy Thl
Taxk 3ajepxanacs, JInzaber? KoneuHo, Jloppu, caguce.

JIu3aGeT MOABHHY/NACH HA CepEeAHHY NepeAHEero CHACHbS.

— Mawma, a Jloppu 6bu1a B ctapom Jlome-BocbMuCTeHKe,
OHa 3HakoMma c Mucc DumMua. U y Hux Ha Poxnectso 6buia
€51Ka ¢ NPAHMYHBIMHU YeJIOBEeYKAMH.

— Tak Tl 3Haewb Mucc dwMua, Jloppu? — yaMBIEHHO
cnpocwia Muccuc Pocc. — D10 6onblias yects, JloppH.

— A Bbl TOXe e€ 3Haete, MHccHc Pocc?

— Ewé maneHbKoi neBoukoM f ObUla TaM mapy pa3 co
cBoeii TéETKoi. TaM Xxwna TETa €€ otua — Xawm CTaHIMLO.

— Xaww Bc€ ewi€ TaM XMBET! — obpamoBanack Jloppu. —
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OHa Hamnekna I €JIKM MPAHHYHBIX YEJIOBEYKOB M caeliajia
CTOJILKO KOHpeT!

Mmuccuc Pocc yauBiI€EHHO nmocMoTpesia Ha He€.

— BToro He MoxeT ObITh, Jloppu! Moe# T€TylIKe ceifyac
6pU10 OB yXe maleko 3a BoceMbaecsaT. A Xawin... Xauiu
CT3HAULI OODKHO 6bUTO 6Bl MCIIOHHUTBLCS GoJblle, YEM CTO
net! D10, HaBepHoe, €€ Aoyka. XoTdA.. — MHccuc Pocc
3alyMajiacb, — He€ IOMHIO, ObUla M y He€ gouka. Ho s
MOMHIO, KaK NMpHUXOAWIa TyAa, H MOMHIO MHcc JuwMua. OHa,
HaBepHOe, ceilyac yXe COBCEM CTapeHbKas.

— Miuccuc Pocc, a yto 6ymer ¢ Mucc Dmmua U ¢ Xawy,
ecu Jlom-BoceMmucreHok cHecyT? Heyxenu ero Henb3s cnac-
TH? Mosl TETS TOBOPUT, YTO 3TO HACTOSLUMHA MYy3eil.

— Emé HuYero He pellieHO, H HE PEeLIUTCS 1O 3acelaHus
KOMHMCCHH. BONBLIMHCTBO XUTenel OyayT NpeacTaBisTb MX
anBokaTbl. MU Mucc Dwmua, HaBepHoe, Toxe. Bor u TBoO#
yron, Jloppu.

— Cnacu6o, muccuc Pocc.

Jloppn npoBoawia MallMHY B3[IAAOM M MolUia no i
Crpur. IIpoxoas MuMo orpaasl JJoMa-BocbMHCTEHKa, OHa
3aMemina ward. [ToqHoXue YyTYHHOTO OJIEHsI 3aHECIIO CHE-
TOM, HO Ha CIIMHEe He ObUI0 M CHeXWHKH. OKHa ObLIH
3aKpBIThI CTABHAMH, NMapaqHas ABepb 3anepra. Jloppu npoTs-
HyJa PYKy K BOPOTaM H IOIBITAlIaCh OTKPLITh 3acoB. Ho ToT
He noanaicsa. U moyemy-to Jloppu moHHMaja, YTO Ha 3TOT
pa3 KapabkaTecs yepe3 orpaay Henb3s. [IoHypuB ronoBy, oHa
noiwia ganbuie. [lo JoMa ocTaBajicsl BCero KBapTall.

Kat, nymana JloppH, oHa Io/XHA OObACHHTb Bc€ Katu.
Korna oHa 3BoHmIa K JIokHepaM, efi ObUIO HEMHOIO He Mo
cebe. [IBepb oTKphLT Po6.

— Katu? OHa obenaer y becc Kannep. OHu Bce mpsiMo-
Takud CIABHHYJHCb H3-3a 3TOi BajleHTHMHOBON spMapKH.
BaneHTHHKH! — paccMesuicsi OH. — OHH U1 N€BYOHOK.

— Ilepenait Katn, 4yto s Xo4y c HeH NMOroBOpUTb, —
nonpocuia Jloppu. BipoueM, oHa 6bU1a yBepeHa, YTO €ClIM H
yBHIUT K3TH, To Tonbko mo cBoeit mHuuMaTHBe. Cama Katn
M MajblieM He MOLUEBEJUT.

E€ nomo3peHust noiHocThIo noareepawincs. Ha cnenyio-
1ee YTPO OHa CHAeNa B Kopuaope nepen aBepbio JlokHepos,
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HHMKaK He peuiasch no3BoHHTh. Ho K3TH Tak M He mosBH-
nach, ¥ Jloppu 4yTh He omno3fajia, NMPOCKOYMB 3a MAapTy 3a
CeKYHAY 10 Toro, Kak Muccuc PaiiMoHa 3akpbuta Asepb. Katn
yXe cuaea Ha cCBoéM Mecte, H y Jloppu He GbUIO BpeMEHH,
YTOOBI MOTOBOPHUTH C HEM.

Ha Gonbuioit nepeMeHe Aeno nouio eui€é xyxe. Koraa
npo3BeHeN 3BOHOK, K3TH nonpocuia paspelleHue MPOBECTH
3aceflaHMe KOMHTeTa B Kiacce, H JloppH BMecTe cO BCeMH
NpHLUIOCh BHIAWTH, a K3TH ¢ moapyraMu oCTalMCh Yy CToja
mHuccuc PaiiMona. [lo camoro koHua aHst Katu usberana
JloppH, u y TO# NomHyNo TeprieHHe. boinble oHa, Jloppwn,
HHYEro He OyleT OOBLACHATb. Y Heé ecThb 4eM 3aHAThCH, H
ceronHs Xe oHa 3aigér B JloM-BocbMHCTEHOK. A ecau
BOpPOTa OyIyT 3amnepThl, OHa MPOCTO MNepeie3eT, BOT U Bce! Eii
HaJl0 CPOYHO YBHAETb MHCC DILIMUA.

Ho ceromHs BopoTa rocTENPpHMHMMHO OTKPLUIMChH TIOA €€
pykoii. JIoppH 3aneixajack, MOTOMY YTO GeXajla MOYTH BCIO
nopory u3 wkoibl. TéTa MaprapeTr noiiMér, ecii oHa HEMHO-
ro 3aaepxurcs. TéTa MaprapeT ToxXe AYMaeT O CTPOHTE/ILCTBE.
Ha »3Toii Hemene BcTpeya ¢ KOMMCCHMEM, H MHMCC ODLIMHA
JOJDKHA KAK-TO J0Ka3aTh BaXHOCTb JloMa-BocbMucTeHKa.

Jloppu oGexana BOKpYT JOMa M MOCTy4ayla B YEPHBIi XoA.
BrniepBblie Xanmu He oTBeTwia. McnyraBiuvch, Jloppu nord-
Hyna 3acoB. TOT nogayicsi, ¥ OHa BOlLIIA B IPHXOXYIO.

— Xawu?

JIBepb Ha KyXHIO ObLIa 3aKphITa, a Ta, YTO BeJia B KOMHATY
MHCC DUIMHA, — TMPHOTBOPEHA.

— M 3aecs, Jloppn.

Jloppu n€pHyna MOJHHIO, MTHOBEHHO CTSHY/NA JILDKHBIA
KOCTIOM, TMOBECWIa €ro Ha BelIaIKy, a CallorH 3acyHyna Moj
He€. Boiins B KOMHaTy, OHa 3aMepJia, HCITYTAHHO OIVISIABIBA-
sICh BOKpPYT. XaJUIH CHIeJIa Y IJIMHHOTO cTojia. Bokpyr cTosio
HECKOJIBKO BbICOKMX KAPTOHHBIX KOPOOOK C peKiiaMoii KaKo-
ro-TO CTHPAJILHOIO NMOPOLIKa Mo 60KaM (B 3Toi KOMHaTe OHH
CMOTpPEJIMCh TaK Xeé He K MECTy, KaK luTtabeib TIps3HBIX
JI0COK).

CabHHa cTosla Ha 3aJHHUX JIaNkKaX, lLapanas KapTOHHYIO
CTEHKY M TLIETHO INBbITAsICh 3aIIAHYTb BHYTPb KOPOOKH. A
XaiM yKnansiBajia B COCEJHIOI KOPOOKY PYJIOHYMKH MaTe-
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PMH ¥ MOTKH JIEHTOYEK, KOTOpbIE JIEXAIH Ha 3TOM CToJIe C
TeX caMbIX nop, Kak Jloppu BnepBrie nonana B JoM. ParoM
Jlexana CTONKa MNanHpocHoii OyMarH, B KOTopylo XaUM
aKKypaTHO 3aBOpa4yHMBaja BCE€, YTO CKIAABIBAJIOCh B KOPOOKY.

Cobupajorcs... Xawm cobupaer Bewu! Heyxemm mmce
DuiMun onyctuaa pyku? Heyxenun oHa cobupaercs nepees-
xats? Ho Beab ang HUX Oonbllle HUIOEe HET Mecra — M
MHcc DuMua, 11 Xawm, and Bcex cokpoBuul JoMma-Bocs-
mucteHka! Mx mecto 3nech. OHM He CMOTYT XHTh Ie-To ellé
M OCTaBaThCS TAKUMH Xe!

— Bonbinas y6opka, JloppH, — MHcc DUIMHA ToxXe ObLia
3aHsATa paboTtoii. [0bGeneH, KoTopblii 6bUT HATAHYT Ha paMKe,
TOT caMblii robeneH, mia xotoporo Jloppu mpoaesia CTOJIbKO
KaTyllleK HUTOK, JieXal Y MHCC DUIMHI Ha KOJICHSX, U OHa
3aBOpaYMBala €ro B KyCOK MYCJIMHA.

— Bellid HaKarUIMBAIOTCA, ¥ BpEMsI OT BpEMEHH UM HYXHO
yKa3piBaTh HMX HacTosllee MecTo. PacToyMTenbHO AepXaThb
npHu cebe To, YeM BCE PaBHO HE CMOXEILIb BOCIOJIb30BATLCA.
Kopob6ka Xamwu oTnpaBHTCS B 61aroTBOPHTENIbHOE O6l1ieCT-
Bo, B liepkoBb Ha l'opmoH-Crpur. OHM HaMOyT BceM 3THM
TKAHSAM JIyYlllee IpUMEHEHHE. A 3[leCh OHM TPOCTO JIEXAJIH,
cobMpas MBUIb, MAYKASACh M TycKHes. YTo, YTO CIYyYWIOCh,
Joporasi Mosi?

— Tak Bbl... BH He nepeesxaere? Bol He yesxaere u3
Jloma-BocpMHcTEHKA?

Miucc SuMun npoTdHyna K Heil pyku, H Jloppu nokasa-
JIOCh, YTO OHH KOCHYJIHCH €€ Yyepe3 Bclo KoMHaty. Korna oHa
0Ka3aJach pSAAOM C KpecioM MHCC DUIMHI, PYKH HEXHO
Nlersiv el Ha IUIeYH.

— Huxkorna He 6Goiicga aToro, Jloppu. A He ocrarmo Jom-
BocemucreHok. U Jlom — Hactosmmii JloM — HMKoraa He
OCTaBHT MEHS.

— Hacrosumit JTom?

Miucc DuiMua nokayasna rojOBOM.

— Ilpunér BpeMs, u Tbl NoMMELIBL Bcé 310, Jloppu... Tak
THI TTIOAYMaJla, YTO Mbl Nepee3xaeM? A Mbl NIPOCTO yOUpaeM-
ca. Ax, Jloppu, MBI NyCTWIM 3JeCh HAaCTOJBKO IITyGOKHE
KOPHH, 4TO ecjii Obl HaM NMPULUIOCH Ye3XaTb, TO IPOM30LLIO
6b1 HeGonbluoe 3eMnerpsiceHde. He tak nm, Xauiu?
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— HcrurHas npasaa, Mucc Illapnorra, ucTHHHas TpaBaa,
— 3a10Kana A3bIKoM Xawm. — A ybopka — 310 He Inepee3sl,
mucc Jloppn. Dii, CabuHa, a Hy-Ka yOepH CBOM Jiamnbl, XHBO!
A 3T0 cMaTbIBaIa He MJIS TOro, YTOOLI THI BOT TaK Tackaja.

CabuHa ngaTWIach MO KOBPY C MOTOYKOM, OCTaB/IsId 3a
co60il JIMHHYIO 30JIOTHCTYIO JieHTouKy. Koraa Xamwm yxsa-
TWIACh 3a APYroil KOHell, Ta NOTSHYJIa JICHTOYKY 3a COOOH,
MEBITasiCh BBIPBaTh €€ M3 nanblieB Xauti. B mepersrnBaHuu
nobenwia XauiM, XeHILIMHA aKKypaTHO CMOTajla JICHTOYKY
o0OpaTHO U crpsiTala €€ B KOpoOKy.

— Takoii reHepanbHOH YOOPKO# HYXHO 3aHHMMATBhCS XOTsI
6Bl pa3 B rogy, — npoaookaia Mucc dumua. — U nopoii B
ybopKe HyXaaloTcs He Tonbko noma. Ho Jloppu, Thl BcE emge
BcTpeBoXeHa. Hy-ka, pacckaxm, YTO CIIYYWIOChH.

— 3aBTpa BeuepoM Oyaer cobpaHMe KOMHMCCHH, MMCC
DIIMHA, HAcY€ET LIocce.

— W 1H nymaeinb, yTo 1 He cMory TaMm Obrtb. Ho Tyma
noitnér Mucrep TpacToH, KoTophblii OyneT 3alIMIATLb MOH
HHTEpECHI.

— A Tyr nogymana, a 4ro, e€cilM HamucaTb NHCBMO B
raseTy, WIM Ha TeJeBHICHHE M paguo — TETS Mapraper
cKaszajla, YTO 3TOT AOM — My3eii. My3en — oO4YeHb BaxHas
Belllb, UX HEJb3S CHOCHUTb. MoxXeT ObITb, €clH Obl oAU
3axoTeqHd, To JloM-BockMHCTEHOK Mor OBl CTaTh My3eeM.

Miucc BmmMua MelJieHHO YIbIOHY/Nach.

— Myzeii. [la, loM cTan HacTosLIMM My3eeM 3a BCE 3TH
roabl. Ho 310 My3eit He nns KaxXnoro. Y My3est HET HacTos-
1IeH XHU3HHM, OH MOJIOH BelleH, 3aCTHIBLIIMX BO BPEMEHH, H
NpeOBIBAIOLIMX B HEMOABIXXHOCTH. Te, KTO MOCelIaloT My3eH,
JMo6AT cMOTpeTh B mpouwioe. Ho Te, KTo mo-HacTosiieMy
NMpHUBsI3aH K MPOLUIOMY.. HX CTAHOBHTCS BCE MeEHblLIEe H
MEHbLIIE.

Osna ornsigenach KpyroM.

— 3necy, JloppH, cobpaHbl COKpOBHIIIA, KOTOPbIE, MOXET
OBbITh, NEHCTBUTEJIBHO NOJDKHBI HAXOAUTHCS B TAKOM MeECTe,
rae o HUX 3ab6oTwich 661 U MOKA3BIBAIM HX TEM, KTO CyMeeT
OLIEHUTb MX HCTOPHIO H KpacoTy, Kak TBos T€Ta. Ho B JoMe
€CTb H APYTHE COKPOBHIA, KOTOpbIE HEJb3s1 U3MEPHUTh Mep-
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KaMH BHelllHero Mupa. Her, noporasi Mosi, XoTs TBOH IUTaH M
XOpolll, OH He CMOXeT 3alIHTHT» JloM-BocsMucreHok. Ho,
— TYT OHa CHOBa NocMoTpeia Ha Jloppu, — Thl He AOJDKHA
neyaauTsca 06 3ToM. [ToBeph MHe, IS 3TOTO €CTh pElliCHHE.
Te6e Heuyero 6o0sThCs 32 [JoM-BockMucTeHOK. CoBepllieHHO
Hedero 6osThCs.

U Jloppu noeepuna eii. JleBouka ¢ obaerdeHueM B3IOXHY-
na. Mucrep TpacToH, HaBepHOe, CyTiepaIBOKaT.

— A 181, JloppH, Kak nena y te6a? I[Toka 6ymewmn paccka-
3pIBaTh, MOXELIb NMPHBECTH B MOPSAAOK BOT 3TH KIyOOUYKH.

U Jloppu ycenach Ha CBO€ cTapoe MECTC M NPHHSUIACH

. PacIyThIBaTh M CMaThIBaTh OOpPe3KH TKaHel M OOpBLIBKH HHU-
TOK, OCTaBLUIHECS OT BBIMIMBKHM, aKKypaTHO 3ampamiss
Topyaluiue XBOCTMKHM. HeoxunaHHO oHa oOHapyxwia, 4To
roBopuT 0 K3TH M o cBoux 6Gelax, KOTOpbIie HaB/IeK/Ia Ha Heé
CcOGCTBEHHas 3alyMYHBOCTb._

— BaneHTHHOBA fipMapKa, — MEUICHHO NOBTOPHJIA MHCC
OuMua. — BaneHTHHOBa sipMapka, 4YTOOH cobpaTh WIS
WIKONbI AeHbIU. JIoppH, BUAMIIL TOT TOJICTHIH ajibbOM, BOH
TaM, Ha HikHed nonke? [lpuHecH ero cilona.

Jloppu 6bIcTpO BepHYyNach ¢ GonbliuM aab6oMoM. OH 6bLT
nepervieTéEH B TEMHO-KPACHYIO KOXY C BBITHCHEHHBIMM Ma-
JIeHbKHe cepleYyKaMH B BEHKAX M3 LIBETOB. B yronkax pucyHka
ell€ COXpaHWINCh TOHEHBKHE 30JI0ThIE MOJIOCKH.

— Bo3bMHu 310 c co6oii, JloppH. A BeyepoM cCKaXellb
KaTH, YyTO X04Yelb nokasars ei 4ro-1o ocobeHHoe. U ckaxu
K3TH, YTO ec/iM OHa 3aHHTEpecyeTCs 3THM, TO NMYCTh JejaeT
TO, 0 YEM MOAYMAET. A Thl €ii MOMOXelllb.

— A yTt0... — JloppH cobpanach 6bUI0 OTKPBITh AILOOM, HO
MHCC DMK OCTAHOBWIA €€.

— Her. Otkpoems ero BMecte ¢ Katu, Mosi noporas. U
3aMIOMHH — cCKaXxellb €if, YyTo noMoxelb. 310 BcE. U,
HaBepHoe, Tebe nopa HATH, yXe NMo3xHO. byaeus yxoquts —
BoinmycTHiub CabuHy. M He Gecrnokoiics o Hac, Jloppu. Mul
MpPEeKpPacHO YTIPaBHUMCSI CO CTPOMTE/ILCTBOM.

Mucc DUIMMA cKasana 3TO TaK yoexaéHHo, yro Jloppu
ToXe NMOoBEpWIa B 3TO.
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Yapnovs

Anp6oM okasasncs GoJIbIIMM, CAMIIKOM OOJIBIIMM, YTO6LI
CIIpSATaTh €ro B CyMKY, ¥ Jloppu Bcé BpeMsi Gosiiachk, 4ro
YPOHHT ero B cHer. [Io3ToMy, HakOHell BXO/i B MOAbE3/], OHA
c obneryeHMeM B3IOXHYJA.

— A 5 coobpaxy c mne4eHbEM... _

Jloppu 3acteinia Ha nopore. B noabesne crosimm Kath u
becc. Korna oHa Bolwta, o6e o6epHYIUCD.

— Tlpuser, Jloppu, — ckazana Becc ¢ TakuM BUIOM,
CJIOBHO He 3Haja, YTO CKa3aTh, M MO3TOMY BbiOpasia nepsoe,
YTO MPHILIO B TOJIOBY.

— IlpuBer, — Jloppu HanpaBwiach npsMo K Katu. Ko-
He4yHo, K3TH Moriia MoBepHYTbCA U ropao YWTH BBepX MO
JIeCTHHLIe, pAMO Ha ra3ax y becc. Ho Bcé paBHO — ¢ Toro
3JI0CYAaCTHOTO KJIACCHOTO COOpaHHs 3TO ObUT caMbIi YOAYHBIH
MOMEHT, YTOOBI MMOTOBOPHTL C HEid.

— Ha 3toT pa3, Kati, TeGe npua€Tcs BBICTYLIaTh MEHS.

— WU ne noaymalo, — ¢bipkryna Katu. Ho Jloppu Bcrana
npsiMO Tepel Heit:

— 5 BoBce He coOMpaiach BpeaHW4YaTh, K3TH, Korga He
noanepxaia Tebss Ha cobpanuu. S npocTo Qymana o IpyroMm,
OYeHb BAXHOM, H COBCEM 3abbLna Npo BCE OCTAJILHOE.

— 3a6buia, KaK xe! — Katu yxmputbHynace. — Kak 6yaro
THI...

— A 3a6pu1a, Katn Jloksep, u 3T0 nmpaBna, camasi HacTo-
sias npasaa’

— HHTepecHO, YTO Xe 3TO TaKoe BaXHOe, YTO Thl 3abbuU1a
060 BcéM ocTaibHOM? — Ha 3TOT pa3 K3Tu rosopmia He Tak
YBEPEHHO.

— Jlns MeHs 310 OBUIO OYeHb BaxHO. Cnywaii, — Jloppu
nokasaja ei aibboM, — 51 Xxouy Tebe Koe-4To nokaszaTb. Mucc
BuMHKI cKa3ana, YTo 3TO NMPOCTO HEOOXOAMMO.

— A KTO Takasi MHcc DuMua?

— Jlenn, xotopasi xuBéT B JJoMe- BocbMucCTEHKe.

— 3710 Ta crapas BeabMma! — BMelnatach becc.

Jloppu pe3ko o6epHyJach.

— Tu1 Bo3bMELIBL CBOM clloBa obpaTHo, becc Kanmep, Thi
HEMEUVICHHO BO3bMELIb CBOM CJIoBa o6paTHo! Mucc Diumun
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xopouasi. OHa npMINIacKiIa MeHsl M TETI0 MaprapeT K cebe Ha
PoxznecTBo, ¥ TaM 6bu10 mpocTo yyaecHo. U Jlom-BocbMuc-
TEHOK OYE€Hb KPaCHBBLIM.

— Crapas pasBaiHHa, — B3BH3THYNa becc. — Moii nmana
TaK ToBOpHT. M ero cHecyT, a BMECTO HEro IpoiQXaT JOpory,
BOT Tak-To, Jloppu Mamnapa! 3abupaii BeIbMHHY KHHIY H
youpaiica. K3Th u s1 3aHATHI IeJlaMH KOMHTETA, a Thl — Thl HE
B KoMHTeTe. K3TH TeGs He MpHMET, Mocjie TOro, YTO THI
caenana!

Ho KaTtu Bc€ elié cMoTpesnia Ha anb6oM B pykax y JloppH.

— A y4t0 3T10?

— D10 ansboM. S ToXe B Hero ellé He 3aranbiBana. Mucce
DumMHUA ckazana, 4yTo6sl MbI MocMoTpend BMecte. [loiuwy

HaBepX... — TyT JloppHu 3akonebanach, KOCO MOCMOTpea Ha
Becc M mobaBmna, — OaBaiiTe Bce MONHHMEMCSI HaBEPX H
TMOCMOTPHM.

— Hy, xopowmo, — cornacunace Katn. — Iloagnumaiics,
becc. [1o3BoHM MaMe M CKaXH, YTO OCTa€lILCA y Hac obe-
naTtb. Bc€ paBHO yXe NMOYTH IATH.

— Jla mo KakoMy MNpaBy OHa Jie3eT B Halll KOMHTET?

— Kro rosoputr 06 spmapke? Mucc DuiMHA npocTo
MoNnpocwia NMoka3aTtb KHury Kartu.

— A OTKyna OHa MeHsl 3HaeT?

— 51 paccka3zana eii, YTO CIYYWIOCh, H KaK MHE Xajlb, YTO
A TakK 3abbiiace. 1 MHe neiicTBHTENIBHO OYeHb Xaib, KaTH,
M3BHHH MeHsA. Thl mpocTo He HOaBajla MHE CKa3aTh 3TO
paHblle.

— Hy, nagHo. IloitnéM, Becc, mocMOoTpUM — Hac He
yoyner.

Jloppu oTnepna ABepb M mMpolia B T'OCTHMHyIO. TaMm oOHa
NOJIOXWIa KHHTY Ha XYPHaJIbHBIH CTONMK. MrHOBEeHHe cryc-
TS OHa OTKPhUIA TOJICTYIO KOXaHYIO OGJIOXKKY M OHH YBUIAEJIH
MEPBYIO CTpaHHULY aJbboMa.

— BanentHHxH! — BocKIMKHYNa becc.

Jla, 3TO OBLIH BJICHTHHKH, NIPUK/IEEHHbIE K CTPAHHLIAM...
HO KaKHe BAJICHTMHKH!

— Oii, NoCMOTpHTE Ha 3Ty KpYIJIEeHbKYI0O! — moTporana
K3ti oTxpeiTKy nanbuemM. — Kakue LBETHI, 3T0 Xe HacTosi-
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1mas BenuMBKA! Bel TobKO mocMOTpHTE! A IBa aHIeNO4YKa C
BEHKOM H3 po3!

— A Bor 31a? BT10 OyMaxHas Kykia, a, Jloppu? —
npucMoTpenachk becc. — A mnaThe Ha Hel, yX, KAKoe CTapMH-
Hoe!

— A BoT ew€ Kakasa! B cepenuHe — amlac, Ha HEM
HapHCOBaHa JieAW, a BOKpYyr — 0abouku, — K3Ttu yBuamena
ewé ogHo uyno. — Oii, Jloppu, 1 M He AyMasa, YTO paHblle
BAJICHTUHKHU OBUIM TaKHe — C KpyXeBaMM U LIBETOYKAMH, C
NTHYKaAMH, 6abo4YKkaMH...

— OHHM Kyaa KpacHBee, 4eM Hallu¥ cerogHsauHue. Oii, a
BOT KaKasi — C PaclIMCHLIM BeepOM, LIHYpPOYKOM M KMCTOY-
Koit!

— OHHM oYeHb CTapble, — 3aAyM4YUBO nporosopuia Jlop-
pu. — Ho BOT 3TH y30pHl — KaK KpyXeBa Ha OYMaXXHBIX
candeTkax. ¥ TETH MaprapeT ecThb HEMHOIO TaKMX caldeTokK
nox 6moaua.

— IIBeTOuYKH, NTHYKH, — Becc noTporana oaHy naabLEM.
— ITo-MoeMy, B KHIDKHOM Mara3uHe NpoJaloTcs TaKue Iepe-
BOAHbIE KAPTHHKHM — €CTh C LIBETAMH, a €CTb C NMTHLAMH.
[lepBoxnallKu el€ KIEAT UX Ha TETpPaaKH.

— A 37ech HacTosIlIHE KpyXeBa, — K3TM HakJIOHWIACh,
yT106BI MOJy4llle paccMOTpeTh. — I BHIENIa TaKyl0 TECBMY B
Mara3uHe TKaHeil, C TAKHMHM Xe MaJeHbKHMH PO30YKAMH.

— A BBl He BHAENH HOBOTOAHHE OTKpLITKM JIn3aber?
IMonoxaure, A ceiiyac noxaxy, — Jloppu otjoxmuna aas6oM
B CTOPOHY M TMOJAOLLUIA K CTOJY.

— OHa cama ux aenaeT. 51 cnocuna, roe oHa Oeper
KApTHHKH, pa3sHble 30JI0Thie 3BE3NOYKM M JIMCTOYKM, H OHa
cKa3aJla, YTo 3HaeT OJMH Mara3uH, H TaM HX CKOJIbKO YTOIHO.
Ony mx M3 'epmManuu npuBo3AT. Bor, mocMoTpuTe, pa3sse
3TOT aHreJo4YeK C OTKPBITKM He MOXOX Ha BOH TOro?

K3TH B3sU1a HOBOTOJHIOIO OTKDPHITKY H CpPaBHWIA HX.

— Iloxox, — c HeOXOTO# NMpH3HaNa OHa.

— W JInzabet MOXeET MoKa3aTh, Ilie TOT Mara3uH.

— Ho B xe ¢ JIuzaber He B KoMHuTeTe! — Becc BhInps-
Mwiach Ha Kyuletke. — Ka3TH? — OHa mnocMoTpena Ha
MOAPYTY, HIIa NMOXIEPXKH.

K3t pazmisigeiBaia anb6oM.
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— Ilocnywaii, becc, Mbl XOTMM co0paTb AEHbLIM 1A
MOJapKOB CTaplIEKIacCHMKaM, Tak? Mpbl OyaeM IpoaaBaTh
NUPOXHBIE H IeYeHbe, KaK oObMHO. Ho Takoe — Takoro
paHbllle HM pa3y He Aenanu. U 1 Mory nokisicTecs, YTo Jaxe
B3pOCJIBIM 3TO NMOHpaBUTcs. OgHaXabl s ¢ MaMOH XoAWwia B
TOCTH K €€ 3HakoMoii, MuccHc Jleiic, oHa XHUBET Ha Jleii-
K13Ha Xairc. Tak BOT, y He€ Ha XYpHAJIbLHOM CTOJIHKE MNMOJ
CTEKJIOM JieXaId TaKHe Xe BaJICHTHHKM.

— Jla, Ho To 6bUIM cTapble BaJICHTMHKH, KAK B 3TOM
anpboMe, — Bo3paswna Becc, — a He TakKue, KaK A€naloT
ceityac.

— Ho oHM o4eHb KpacHBble, M MO3TOMY HX He BhIOpachl-
BaoT. Ckaxu, becc, cKo/Ibko BUIEHTHHOK B IPOLIUIOM oAy y
TeGs 3amepXasioch 6osble, YeM Ha ABe Henesu?

— Hy... napouka, — 3agymanach becc.

— W T coXpaHWia X He MOTOMY, YTO OHH GBLIM KpacH-
Bbi€, a MIOTOMY, YTO MX MOCJiayl KTO-TO ocobeHHbIi. [Iparna?

— Hy, Tak.

— BoT. A ecnu npopaBaTh TaKHWe, KaK 3TH, TO, MOXET
ObITb, MX OyOyT XpaHUTDb OOJIbLIE.

— Ho MBI He MOXeM TOpProBaThb 3THMH.

— A ckasana, Takue Xe, KaK 3TH.

K3TH cHOBa npurisaenaach K HoBoronHei oTKpuITke JInsa-
Ger.

— JloppH, Tl ckazana, yto JIu3aGer 3HaeT MarasuH, rae
npoaaimTcs Takue ¢parMeHThl. Thl He MOXELIb CIIPOCHTb Y
Heé, rae 310?

— A TbI cama cnipocH y He€, K3TH, — crioOKO#iHO OoTBeTHIA
Jloppu. — JIuzaber caenana Takylo OTKPHITKY, OHAa HaBEpHS-
Ka MHOTO 00 3TOM 3HaeT.

K3TH noxpacHena. 3ateM npeiceaaresib KOMHTETa BCTPSIX-
HyJI TOJIOBOH.

— JlanHo, s cnpouly. A noka, becc, MbI paclIMpUM Hall
KoMuTeT. Mbl npumiacuM Jloppu u JInzaber, eciu oHu
cornacsrcs.

— Ho octanbHbIM [JeBOYKAaM 3TO HE MOHPaBHTCA, —
3amMeTWwIa Becc.

— IlcyeMy 3T0? Mbl XOTHM YCTPOMTSD Jydlllylo BaneHTH-
HOBY fIpMapKy, Tak? A Takoro He Jejiajl paHblle HH OOHMH
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K1acc. ManbpYHMUIKH cOOHpaloTCs YCTPOUTb KYKOJIbHOE Mpea-
CTaBlleHHe, KMOCK c 3anucsaMu, a Ixummu I[lapeuc Oyner
MOKa3bIBaTh CBOM CNaiabl ¢ XUBOTHBIMM. Ho oHM Bcerma
YCTPauBIM YTO-TO MOXOXee, TOYHO TaK Xe, KaK JeBOYKHU
BCeraa TOProBaJii CIaJOCTIMH U MeYeHbeM. A 3TO — Koe-4To
HOBEHbKOE, U Al IyMalo, YTO 3TO cpaboTaet!

— Ho npocurs JIuzaber...

K3t pe3ko mosepHynach K becc.

— JlanHo, becc, ckaxu npsMo! CkaxH, 4TO HE XodYellb
OBITb C HEll B ODHOM KOMMTETE.

— Ho TBI TOXE roBopwia Tak, H eil€ ropopwia... — becc
ocexkiiach Mo OCYXIAlolIUM B3rsiaoM JloppH. Ka‘m 3aJIM -
Jlach KpacKoi.

— Jla, — co3Hajlach OHa TMXHM rojiocoM. — ['oBopuna.

— A Tenepb, TOJBKO IMOTOMY, YTO OHAa YTO-TO MOXET
coenatb AN KOMMTETa, Thl YXe TIoToBa YMOJATbL eé! —
anopanHo go6asmna becc.

Jloppy nepesena B3man ¢ becc Ha Katu, Kotopas yxe
6bU1a KpacHoM, kak nomugop. HasepHoe, 310 BCE 6BLIO
npaBaoii. Ho oHa moMHMna, 9To cka3ana T€Tss Mapraper:
JIOAeH pa3nesAoT CTEHBI, MOTOMY YTO OHM He 3HAIOT ApYT
OpyTa. A eclIi OHH NMO3HAKOMSATCS OPYT C OPYyTroM nobmmxe,
TO 3TH CTEHBI pa3pyliarcs.

— JIuzaber cnaBHasg, — Hayasa JIoppy, — M OHa OYEHb
ymHasi. OHa 4YyTb JIM He caMasli YMHasl B KJlacce, U Bbl 00e 3T0
3Haere. OHa TaK WIHM MHaye NODKHA ObITb B KOMHMTETE, U s
ayMal, 4ro ecad KaTH mompocHT €€ Kak MOJIOXEeHO, TO
JIuzaber cornacurcs.

— 3710 KaK Xe «KaK MnojloxeHo»? — He yHHMalach becc.

— IlycTtb ckaxer, yro JInzabeT MOXeT MOMOYb Kiaccy, —
THXO oTBeTwia Jloppu. — Beab xomureT cobupaics panu
3T0oro. Yto6Gsl Bce Mbl paboTtain BMecTe, YTOOBI KaXnbii
Ienaj, 4YTO MOXET, JaXe €CIH KaXAbIH Je/lacT CBOE.

Katn kuBHyna.

— Jla. A nonpoury e€. [loroMy YTO OHa yMeeT paGoTaTh.
Cannpy Torrpenn Toxe He Bce JMIO0SAT, HO MbI Xe NPUIJIACH-
M e€, MOTOMY YTO OHAa yMeeT Ae/aThb OTJIHYHYI0 NOMAaIKy.
Pa3sBe He Tak, becc?

Becc Hagynach.
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— Jlenaii, 4TO XO4elllb, — MPOBOpPYA/Ia OHA. — DTO TBOI
KOMMTET.

— DT0 Hall npa3aHHK, — orBetHa Katu. — JloppH, He
CMOXET JIN MHUCC DIIMHA OJODKHTb HaM 3TOT aJibboM HeHa-
nonaro? Ml cpucyeM oTTyna Koe-Kakue uaer. CKaxu, YTo Thl
NPUMISAMLIB, YTOOBl ¢ aJbGOMOM HHMYEro He CIyYyWIoCh, H
4TO MbI OyeM O4YeHb OCTOPOXHBI.

— Cnpouy.

— CeronHs BeyepoM IMpoiAEMcA IO HeMy ellé pa3 H
COCTaBHM CITHCOK, YTO HYXHO KyNIMTb, — npoaoikana KaTtu,
— JNIEHTOYKH, NepeBOAHblE KAPTHHKM, OapxaTHasa 6ymara. U
B Ccy060Ty, MOXET ObITh, YTO-TO YyX€ YAACTCS KYTIUTb. A
3aBTpa, Ha OOJIbLLION MepeMeHe, €CJIH Thl CMOXELIb IPHHECTH
anpboM, JIoppH, MbI MIOKaXeM ero AeBOYKaM H pelIMM OKOH-
YaTeJIbHO.

— S nonpobylo, ecnm MUCC DUIMHI pa3peLIuT.

— Hy nanHo. Becc, nouwuy, noo6eaaelib ¢ HAMH, a IOTOM
HYyXHO OyIeT NMO3BOHMTb APYTHM JE€BOYKAM M3 KOMHTETa.
Cnacu6o, Jloppu, U no6narogapu MHcc DUIMHA.

Koraa térs Maprapet BepHynach qoMoii, Jloppu noxkaszana
eil anpbOoM, M oOBsACHMNA, B 4éM Heno. Ho T€ra mokayaia
rOJIOBOH.

— JloppH, 3TH cTapbie BaJICHTHHKH — TO, YTO Ha3bIBaeTCs
«KOJUITEKIIHOHHBIMH BelllaMH», H OHH CTOSIT OY€Hb OOJIbLIMX
JeHer. MHe He HpaBMTCS, YTO Thl TIPHHEC]A HX Cloda, H yX
TOYHO Thl He NMOHECELIb HX 3aBTpa B LIKOJY.

— Ho Mucc Smmua nana MHe anp60M M BeJiena NMoKa3aThb
KaTH...

— IMoxa3sate K3TH y Hac 1oma, a He TaCKaTb B LIKOJIY, rae
C HUMH MOXET CJIIyYuThcs BcE, yTo yrogqHo. Her, Jloppu. U s
IyMaio, YTO Mbl HE JOJDKHbI OCTaBIATh MX 3aech. A 3abpana
H3 MPOSIBKM poxXiaecTBeHckue ¢oTorpaduu U Xo4dy OTHECTH
HecKonbKo Mucc DuMua. [TostroMy nocse o6ena MBI OTHECEM
KHUTY Ha3a. OHa CIIMLIKOM Joporasi, YToObl TaK 6€33a60THO
Cc Heil oOpawateca. Mucc DuIMHA MOXET He 3HaThb HX
HaCTOSILIEH LIEHBI.

Jloppn TOPOIUIMBO JIMCTala CTPaHMLBl anbboMa, 4YTOOBI
COCTaBHTb CITHCOK HyXHHX Beuieil. Ho cMoryt s oHM coe-
JIaTh XOThb YTO-HHOYAb 63 06pa3LoB U3 aibboMa? A TO MOXET

389



MOJIYYUTBCS TaK, YTO OHA ybenuna KaTH 3aHATbCS HECOBITOY-
HOM naeeH.

Koraa Jloppu ¢ Téteit Mapraper nogouutu K Jomy-Bocs-
MHCTEHKY, ero dacan 6su1 TEMHbBIM. Ho Jloppu yBepeHHO
TOJKHYJIa BOpPOTa U OHH OTKpbUTHChL. OOX0as OOM, AEBOYKa
3aMeTWIa CBET JIaMIIbl M MepLIaHHe cBeYeil B OKHaX KpacHOH
KoMHaThl. Kazanocs, ux oxuaanu — Xa/UlH OTKpbUIa JBEpb,
He YCTieJIM OHM TOCTY4YarTh.

— 3axoauTte, 3axoauTe! OX ¥ 3aMEP3NH, JOJDKHO ObITH! —
Teruto 3aynasibanack oHa. — Hy-ka, ObicTpeit 3axoqure, MUCC
JloppH, ¥ cpa3y Maplll K OTHIO, IpeTb HOC U NaibLbl!

Térs MaprapeTt nocry4yaia B IBepb MUCC DLIMHI, U YCIIbI-
1IaB THXHI OTBET, BOLLUIA, CXMMas B pyKax aibboM. Bcio
JIOpOTy OHA HecJia ero B IUIACTHKOBOM ITaKeTe, CJIOBHO 0os-
Jlach, YTO ¢ HHMM 4To-HUOymb cayuurcs. Ho korma Jloppu
cobpajnach MATH CIeOOM 3a TETei, Xa/UIM yXBaTWIa €€ Mop-
LIMHUCTOM CTapoi pyKOM 3a IUIeYo, M cJlerka NMoATONKHYJIA B
CTOPOHY KYXHH.

Jloppu ¢ yauBneHuem BolUIa Ha KyxHI0. OHa 6buUla Tako#
Témwoii M npuBerauMBoii. Ha ckaMeeuke y IUTMTBHI cuaena
CabuHa. XaJuTi nogoluia K CTONy M MOAXBAaTHIA JIONATOYKOMH
C NMPOTHBHS ropsiiee, TONMbKO YTO HUCNEYEHHOE MeyYeHbe.

— A 9 CIOBHO 3HaJja, YTO KTO-TO B roctd npuaér. Hy-ka
OTKpPO# pOT, JeTOYKa, a NMOTOM CKaXellb, KaK MOJyYHIOCh.

Jloppu nonpo6oBana pa3, NoToM ell€ pa3 H ell€, MoKa Bcé
neyeHbe HE MCYE3JNO.

— MwmMmM, BKycHoTHia! Kak 3mopoBo, Xamiu! A

— Tol He nepBast, KTo TaK ropoput, Jloppu. Dit, CabuHa,
YTO TaM eue?

CabGHHa CHpBITHY/IA CO CKaMeeYKH M Ternepb MsSyKajia y
BTOpPOH ABEpH M3 KyXHH, TOH, KOTOpasl Bejlla B HeOOJbLIOH
KOPHAOPYHK.

— BrinyctH €€, netka. Y He€ cBOM NMPHUBBINKH, HE KaK y
moaeu. '

Jloppn otkpbuia aBepb. OHa yXe HoraibiBajiach, 4ero
xoyet CabuHa. KyKonbHbIi JOMHK — OHA BEHET €€ K KOMHa-
Te ¢ KyKOJIbHBIM JOMHKOM. JIoppH noliuia Beien 3a KOLIeYKOH,
o6JIM3BIBasA C NMaIbLEB MOCHEAHHE KPOLIKM NEYEeHbS.

B OKHO KOMHATBl SIpKO CBETWIA JIyHa, U B €€ cCBeTe

390



meépcrka beBnc omuBana cepebpoM. Jloppu obouwia noMHK
kpyroM. CTpaHHO, HO OHa YBH/€JIa, YTO €ro OKHAa OCBELLUECHBI.
CnaOblii OTCBET MAJICHBKHUX JIAMIT U CBEYEH, XOTSI BHYTpH He
OBUIO BHOHO HH OOHOro OroHnka. OHa TaK CTapaTeJbHO
3arAAbIBajia B OKHA, YTO He 3aMETHIA H YIapHiach HOroi o
HATOJIOBUHY OTKPBITBIA SIIMK B IEpPeBIHHOM OCHOBAHHH
JIOMHKA.

3710 OBbLT ALIWYEK NOMEHbIIE, YEM OCTANIbHbIE, KaK pa3 noj
KOMHATO#i C PHCYHKOM Ha nojry. 1 B oTJIHYMe OT mepBBbIX
JIBYX, YTO OHAa OTKpLIBIA IO 3TOro, B HEM JieXaja TOJBLKO
OlHa KyKJa.

310 ObU1a KyKJ1a MyX4HHBI, B popMe, C MATICHbKOI cabneii
Ha mosice. Jloppu pasrisigena cepulif KUTENb CO CTOSYMM
BBLICOKMM BOPOTHHYKOM M 30JI0THIMH LIIEeBpOHAMH Ha o61u1a-
rax. KoHdenepat! Xynoe ckynacToe JULIO H IIMHHbIE TEMHbIE
Bosochl. Ero masa Ka3aauch XMBBIMH, TaK NPUCTAJILHO OHH
CMOTpENIM Ha JeBOYKY.

JloppH nMomnpITaNach OTKPBITh 33AHIO CTEHKY JOMHKA, KaK
OHa JeNaja 3TO paHbllle, OXMIas, YTo Ta OoTKpoercd. Ho
KpPENKO 3aKpbiTasl CTeHKa He noaaanace. Toraa Jloppu nomn-
poboBala COCENHIOI CTEHY — H Ta OTOLUIAa B CTOPOHY,
OTKPLIB TOCTHMHYIO, TIEpeIHIOI0 U CTOJIOBYIO, KOTOpas ceityac
6bUTa GapXaTHOM KOMHATOM MHCC DIIMHIA.

B rocTHHO# Ha MeGeH He GbUIO YeXI0B, a B KAMHHE rope
oroHs. OHa MoCTaBWIAa COJIaTa PSiIOM C KAMHHOM M cpa3y
MOHSIA, YTO OH JOJDKEH CTOSITh MMEHHO TaM. JIoppH 3akpbuia
CTEHKYy IOMHKA M lIarHyja K beBuc. U B 3TOT pa3 cHexHas
KpYTOBEPTh OKYTaJIa IeBOUYKY, MpeXje YeM OHa yclesa B3006-
paThcs B ceyio. OHa ycnbimiana xpan beBuc u o6epHynacs Ha
3ByK. OHa Mo-TNpexXHeMy CTosUIa B JTy4ax JyHHoro cseta. Ho
cTosUla Ha yaule, U cHer sipKo Gnecren mopa iyHoil. Besuc
3a61ia KONbLITOM M CHOBa 3apXaJa.

OHH CTOSUIH y KOHIOLIHHM, HaJ ABEPbMH KOTOPO#l BHceEN
¢oHaps.

— Muucc JlorTa, oHHM TaM o61IapHBaIOT Bech Geper. Henbas
€XaTb, rOBOpAT BaM! — pa3Aalics NMPOTECTYIOLIHH rojoc.

— Ho s noeny He Bmomb pexku, @uHeac. A noeny B
IepeBHIO.

— Jla Bc€ paBHO BaM MX He MHHoOBaTh, MHcc Jlotra. OHHM
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Hapon rpyoruni. ITo3Bonbsre, s moeny. S moBe3y 3amMcKy
CBALICHHHKY.

— @uHeac, a 4T0, €CJiM Obl A He BHILWIA HA YJIHULY B Ty
HOYb, KOTOPYIO Mbl 062 NpeKpacHO NMOMHHM, WIH B Ty HOYb,
xoTopoii Koyn HMKaK He MOXeT 3a0bITh?

— Ho, Mucc Jlotra, Beab TaM MSTEXHHK, KOTOPBIH che-
Xan u3 narepsa. OH onmacHbId, MO JIM YTO €My B GallUKy
B30penéT! I'oBopAT, YTO OH YOMJ YeNOBeKa, KOTOPLIA XOTen
€ro OCTaHOBMTb.

— ToBopstt, rosopsaT! OHH Bceraa roBOpSAT MHOTO BCSIKOH
BesTyMHbl, OuHeac. Ho HackonbKo s 3aMeTWIa, NMOKa HUKTO
He Ha3BajJl HH HMEHH yOUTOro, HH MOBTOPWI OOHY M Ty Xe
HMCTOPHIO IBa pa3a noapsa. [1o xpaiiHeii Mepe s He cibllana.
Hert, ®uHeac, s eny B AEPEBHIO, a YTO OyAEeT MOTOM — 3TO
neno cayvasd. M1 He Golica 3a MeHs, YX 3a KOro-Koro, a 3a
MeHs He Ooiics.

BHOBb NOCJBILIAJIOCH THXOE€ BOpYaHHE H ABEPb KOHIOLIHH
oTKpsUIachk. benas nolianb, To4b-B-TOYb, KaK BeBUC, BhillUia
HapyXy, H Ha CIMHe Yy He€ OoxoM cuuena XeHuiuHa. OHa
HHUMaJI0O He YOIMBWIAch, yBHIAEB Ha Aopoxke Jloppu, maxe
ynbIOHYJIaCh €i.

— Houb xonmogHass, Ho cBemias, Jloppu. INockayem? —
JloTTa nogbexasa K JeBoYKe, HArHy/IaCh M MIOMOTJIA €if BIIE3Th
B ceano. Ho xorna oHM BblexaM Ha Iopory, KoTopasi neT/isuia
TaK Xe, KaK B CBO€ BpeMsi OyaeT nmemiarh S CTpUT, OHa
OoJibllle HE MPOPOHWIA HH CJIOBA.

Co cropoHbl pexn JloppH 3aMeTWwia MelbKaloLIHe OTHH,
pa3 WIH ABa YCJbllaja OTAaIEHHbIE Bo3rIackl. OHa MOEXH-
gace. CHOBa, Xxak B TOT pa3, Koria JIOAH C cobakaMH
oxotTwinch 3a Koy, obGnako cTpaxa KOCHYJIOChH HX Aaxe
3[€ECh.

— ToBopsAT, YTO 4YenOBEK — caMoe OMNacHoe XHBOTHOE,
Jloppu. Ho B 3Ty HOYb caMble ONacHble — 3TO OXOTHHMKHM, a
He HX XepTBa.

— A 33 KeM OHM OXOTATCSH?

— 3akmo4Y€HHBIH cHexan u3 jnareps Ha CeBepe. UaMyueH-
HBIH 4YeJNoBEK, KOTOpPBIM mNhITaeTcs pobparbesi momoii. K
pa3pylleHHOMY JOMalllHeMy o4ary M NMpOMIPaHHOM BOiiHe.

— H... ¥ BB ero 3Haete?
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Jlotta norsimena Ha Heé, He roBops HH cJoBa. 3aTeM
KHMBHyNa.

— 5 3Ha10, YTO OH €CTb, AOTrabIBAIOCh, MOYEMY OH CTaJl
TakuM. A caMoro Gernielia i He 3Hal0. )

— OnpHako Bbl cobHpaeTech MOMOYb €My — TaK Xe, KakK
MOMOTAIH APYTUM?

— Moxer 6bITh, JIOppH... TONBKO MOXeT ObITh. Sl ‘He Mory
noBnuATh Ha BbIOOp Joma. OH maér yOexwmiue Mo CBOEMY
BBIOODY, @ He MO MOeMY XeJlaHHI0. KOHEeYHO, U MBI KO€-4TO
MoXeM. MBI MoXeM NpSCTb ¥ TKaTh, LIMTh U cy4uTb. Ho ecTh
M IpyrHe, He MeHee CWIbHbIE HCKYCCTBA, KOTOPBIMH Mbl HE
BJIAIEEM... XOTA M JAOJDKHBI MOAYMHSATHCS HM.

— He nonumalo...

JloTTa CHOBa yNBIOHYJIACH.

— Iloka Hert, Jloppu, noka Het. Ho HacTaHeT BpeMsi, U Tbl
noiMéwub. Ecim GBI THI He ObLIA TEM, YTO ThI €CThb, TO JIOM He
OTKpbUICS Obl nmepen To6oi maxe Hactonbko. IloroMy yto
Hom cam BriGHpaeT cBoux XwibloB. Ho nocnenHuii Bb16op
BCE Xe ocTaércs 3a ToGoi. Teneps, JloppH, noxanyii, nopa
CBOpA4YHUBaTh B Jiec. TaM Yy peKu JOBOJILHO LIyMHble OXOTHUKH
M, KAXETCA, OHH yXe AaBHO 3a0bUIH, YTO 3HAYUT BbICIECIUTH
XEepTBY TaK, YToObl OHA 3TOro M He CJbILIAJA.

OHa MNOoJHsUIa XJIbICT W OTOABHHY/IA B CTOPOHY HH3KO
HaBHCIIYIO BeTKy. [loToM HBIpHyJIa moa He€ M NMOBEpHyna
Hanpaso. JloppH moexana ciregoM. 3a MX CNIMHAMH BETBb
BCTaJla Ha MecTo. UM OTKpBLIach O4Y€Hb y3Kasg JOPOXKA,
TaKas y3kasi, YTO NpPHILUIOCH €XaThb, Mpsidach ApYyT 3a Apyra.
Tonele cTBONBI HAepeBbEB TaK TECHO CTOSUTH PSAOM, 4YTO
obpa3oBayii OyaTo ABe CTeHBI. JIOTTa TO M [€/10 OCTAHABIMBA-
nacs. B nonyreMe JloppM HHMKaK He MoOIjla NOHATb, YTO
XeHIIHHa aenaer. HakoHeu noraganacs — Jlorra npuciryiu-
BaJIaCh.

HeoxnnaHHo Jloppu caMa noBepHyJ/a rojioBy. Eii mocibi-
IaJoch, WIHM 3TO Ha cCaMOM Jejie TOHKHH, eNle CIHBILIHbIA
kpuK? Mn... OHa onaTb B3aporHyna. JIorra cBepHysa Bripa-
BO, Ie Jiec ObU1 mopexe. MM npuxoamwnoch HU3KO HarnbaThes
B celie, TIOTOMY 4TO Tieped HUMH Gonblie He ObUIO JOPOTH,
OHH TIPOCTO eXaIM CKBO3b Jec. HakoHel oHM NpUOIU3WIMCH
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K orpajie, CKOJIOYEHHOM H3 MOCOK KpecT-HakpecT, H Jlotra
noexasa BOOJb 3TOH Orpanbl.

Bapyr Jloppy BbIMyCTHJIA M3 PYK NOBOAbSI M MpHXaia PyKH
K ylllaM, CYIOpPOXHO B3IOXHYB. Boruis pasnancs 6ykBaibHO y
He€ B rojioBe, U 3TO ObUIO TaK 60MBHO! 3TO OBLUIO CIMIIKOM
06J1M3K0, CIIMILIKOM YX pSIOM.

Ona ycnenpana, xak Jlotra mpom3Hecia kKakoe-To Oec-
CMbIC/IEHHOE c/IoBO. M yXacHBIi 3BYK TaK Xe HEOXHIaHHO
obopBacs, CIOBHO 3aITylIEHHBIH 3THM cjioBoM. JloTTra cHO-
Ba 3arOBOpWIa-3arelia, He KaK B TY HOYb, KOIa OHH HalUTH
Koyn, a mo apyroMy, CJIOBHO OHa 3Bajla KOTo-TO M XIaja
OTBETA.

CHer Ha nojne 3a orpaaoi ObUT YUCTBIM H HETPOHYTBHIM
cnenamMu. Ho 4yTh Aanblie, 3a yIioM, YTO-TO MOILEBENWIOCD.
Jloppu HHMYEro He MOIIa noaenarts: ei 6put0 cTpamHo. Korna
OHa CHAeNa B CaHsIX, OHAa YYBCTBOBWIAa CTpaxX, KOTODBIM
MCIIyCKAJIH CTpaXHHWKH, cTpax Koya, HO 3TO OBUIO YTO-TO
apyroe. Eit nokasanoce, yro Jlotra, KoTopas 6bu1a Tak 61uU3-
KO — TOJNBKO PYKYy NpOTAHH, Kyda-TO Hc4yedna, u Jloppu
ocTazlach HaeIMHe CO CTPAHHBIM CO3JaHHEM, NONOHpaBLINM-
cs K HEH.

JBuraBluascs TeHb MpeBpaTHIAch B 4YelloBeKa. YenoBeka,
MeJIEHHO MOAHMMABLIErocsi Ha HOTH, ONMUpasch 0 3abop. OH
06peyéHHO XIaJ, NOKAa OHH MOoAbedyT K HeMy, He Ienast HH
Iary Briepén.

Jotra nombexana X HeMy, a Jloppu naxe He cMoria
CABHHYTbCS ¢ MecTa. BripoueM, oHa ObUla HelaneKo M CJIbl-
wana royoc Jlorrel.

— K10 BHI?

— Kro 3Haer 30B? — OTBeTHN €l XpHMIUIbIH rojioc. —
boioch, 1 He TOT, KOro Bbl XIaJiM YBHAETb. MHe Janu 3TOT
30B, KaK KpailiHee CpelCTBO, KOra BCE OCTAIBHOE HE NMOMO-
raet. Ceiiyac Kak pa3 takast Houb. M cuia 3oBa... 310 YyXas
cwia. S He Xo4y Ka3aTbCsi GONBLINM, YEM S €CTh.

— K cuactbio mna Bac. Ecim Heo6aymaHHO B3bIBaTh K
TaKMM CHJIaM...

— ...OT 3TOr0 MHe He OymeT XyXe, 4yeM ceidac, JieqH.
Cnerka noBbICETE Balll TOJIOCOK — M 3TH Yyp6aHbl, KOTOphIE
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obwapuBaloT Geper, Jierko H30aBsAT Bac OT TaKOM MENOYM,
Kak %. [la ceiiyac, HaBepHOe, MHE H CaMOMY YXe BCE paBHO...

— Bp MoXeTe uaTH?

lonoc Jiorrel mokaszasics JloppH XOJOAHBIM M TpeboBa-
TEAbHBIM.

— B onpenenéuHo# creneHu, Mam. A Oexan, S nons,
MOXET ObITb, Y MEHS €l OCTAIOCh HEMHOIO CHJI, YTOOBbI
HMATH... HO HeJaJleKo.

TeHb oTACMIACH OT OIrpaibl, KAYHYyNAach B CTOPOHY JIoTThI
M yuenwiack 3a e€ 100Ky. Pasnancsg Tpeck pa3pbiBaeMoi
TKAaHM U YeJIOBEK YyTh He ymaj Ha KoJjieHH. JIoTra HarHynach
M NOAXBaTWIA €ro 3a IUIeYo.

— XBaraiiTech 3a cTpeMsi! — CKOMaHOOBajla OHa. —
Jloppwn, Bo3Bpallaiicss Ha JOPOry H CMOTPH — CMOTPH, 4TOOBI
OHHU He BEpPHYJIHCh C MOCTA.

Jloppu nosepHyna beBuca Ha TeCHOH HOPOXKE MeXay
orpanoil ¥ JecoM. Kak oHa HaiiéT B jecy aopory obpatHo?
Ho beBuc yBepeHHO ABHMHYJICS BIEpEN, H OHA TMpeaocTaBuIa
KOHIO caMoMy BbIOHMpaTh nmyTh. U oka3anace mpasa, Bckope
OHM OYYTWIHCh Ha TO# caMoil y3Kkoil TpomnuHKe. Jloppu
MPHUCIYLIHBAIACh, HE CJIBILIHO JIH KPHMKOB, O3HAYAIOLIHUX, YTO
noucK aBmxercsa oT pekn K Jomy. Tak oHa goexama no
3aKpbIBaBLIMX TPONMHKY BeTBEH M BbITJISHYJIA Ha JOpOTY.

Orxnu ¢axkenoB COMM3WIMCH, CJIOBHO JIIOAH, HOCHBIIHE MX,
cobupanucs B rpyniy. Uto genaThb, eciv OHH noiayt K Jomy?

— Jloppu? — THXO OKJIHMKHYIH €€ c3aJH.

— OHH cobHpaloTcs Y MOCTa, — He 060OpaYHBasiCh, OTBE-
TWIAa AeBOYKAa.

— Mbl DOMDXKHBI nepecedb AOPOTY AO TOrO, KaK OHH
noxoiayr Ommke. BTO HeJaleKo, Bbl AODKHBI JOuTH! —
JloTTa, NODKHO GBITH, TOBOPWIA C MYXYHHOM.

— Cxaxute 3TO MOMM HoraM, M3aM. Ceifyac kaK pa3 TOT
ciy4yai, Korga OyX CWIE€H, a IUIOTh cjiaba... OYeHb ciaba.

— Ilomoru, Jloppu, 3akpoit beBucoM mopory, otroponu
Hac oT MocTa. Thl NOHHUMaewb?

— Ha, — Jlopp¥ npHMmogHsiia BETKY, 3aropaXWBaBLIYIO
TponuHKY. JloTTa BhleXxana Ha OTKpBITOE IPOCTPAHCTBO, €€
Jowagb CTynaja MEIUIEHHO H OCTOPOXHO, a pPAIOM TSXE/O
KOBbUISUIA TEMHas ¢urypa. OHM BBHICTPOWINCH Ha Jopore B
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pan — Jloppy nombexasa c qpyroii cropoHsl. beBuc noacrpo-
WJICS B HOTY C JIowIansio JIoTThl, TaK, YTOOLI HE3HAKOMELl MOT
MATH MeXAy HHMH.

Tak oH¥ M Bo3BpaTWwmch K Jlomy-Bocbmucrenky. Ho
KOIZla OHM HaKOHell nobpanuch O NOPOXKHM, BeayuieH K
KOHIOWIHe, JIoppH ycabliana XpUIUioe AbIXaHHe MYX4YHHBI H
YBHIENA, KaK OH LIaTaeTcs, CIOBHO HEe MOXeT OoJsbllie cTo-
aTb. JIOTTa cXBaTM/Ia €ro 3a IUIeYo.

— IMozoBu PuHeaca, — npuKa3ana oHa. JlIoppH orbexaia
B CTOPOHY, NycTHB beBHca phicLIOi, COCKOYMIA Y KOHIOLIHH
Hu Opocwiach K OBEPH.

— ®uHeac!

®uneac BrIbeXan HapyXy, npoMyasicsa MUMO JloppH, CIOBHO
He 3aMe4asi €€, H yCTpeMWIics 1Mo Aopoxke K Jlorre.

— S TyT! — OH 6BLT YXe pSIOM C HE3HAKOMIIEM, ToIaep-
XHBas €ero.

— Jloppu, noianeit B KOHIOIWHIO, 6bicTpo! OHH HaOyT!

Jloppy noxeatmna nowanb JlorTel noa y3ausl. JloTra co-
CKOYMJIa Ha 3eMIIO, TOAXBaTHJIAa HE3HAaKoMlia C ApYroii
CTOpoHbl H ¢ noMouublo PHHeaca moBena ero X YEPHOMY
Xony, yepe3 nanucanHuk. Jloppu orsena beBuca M nowanb
JIoTTBI B KOHIOMIHIO, 3aBeJia 0G0MX B CTOILIO, 3aKphUIa ABEPH
¥ 6eroM Opocmwnach K MEUICHHO LIaraBlied BnepEn TpoMIIE.

Tenepp OHa yXe OTYETIMBO CHABIIAJIA rojioca el Ha
nopore. Jlorta 6b1a NpaBa, OXOTHHKH yX€ COBCEM PSAAOM.

— Ilo ctyneHbkaMm!

— ... He Mory.

— Tul pomxeH! — BiacTHO npuka3an rojoc JIoTThl.

U oTkyna-To B HEM HALUIMCb CHJIBI, TOTOMY YTO OHH BCE-
TaKH NPEeONOIeNIM ITH YeThIpe CTYNICHbKH M ABEPb B IIPHXOXYIO.

— Ckopee!

OHH M30 BCcEX CHA TallwiM ero Brnepén, Jloppu 1uwa
cnenoM. Koraa oHM BBAJIMIHCh Ha KYXHIO, YTO-TO YIIajllo Ha
non ¥ Jloppn nomo6pana ator npeaMer. Koyn crosina y
CTOJIa, HO YBHIEB MX, OpocHiach OTKpPbIBaTh ABEPb B KOPH-
[op, a 3aTeM, 3abeXxaB Brepéll, — ABEPH B 3eJIEHYIO CNAIBHIO
H B KOMHATy C PHCYHKOM Ha noiry. PuHeac u Jlorra omycTu-
JIM MyXYHMHY B KpecJIO U €ro 1oJioBa OTKHHYJACh Ha BbICOKYIO
CIHHKY, 60opona yctaBWwiach B noToslok. OH 3apoc Gopopoit
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MOYTH IO YIIEH, IMa3a rTyooko BBATWIHCH. OH ObUI CTpalIHO
Xy#oii, oiexXaa U30pBaHa, H BCE BpeMs APOXaJl, CJIOBHO yXe
JaBHO NO HacTosuieMy He rpeics. Jlorra obGepHynach K
®Duneacy:

— IpucMoTtpu 3a JowagbMH!

— ¥Yry! — U OH ucyes.

3arem oHa npukasana Koyn:

— bynaboH Hu ogesina!

Ho Koyn He aABUHYnNach ¢ MecTa, Misiisi HA HEMOJABIDKHOIO
MYX4YHMHY. 3aTeM OHa MOoJHsUIa Ina3a Ha Jlorry.

— OH — OOMH U3 HHX...

— Hy u yto %e? B 3TOli KOMHaTe, B 3TOM JOME — M Thl
ell€ 3ama€ib Takke Bonpockl, Koyn?

OHM nocMOTpenH ApYT OpYry B rnasa, u Jloppu nmokasza-
JIOCh, YTO OHH KAKMM-TO OOpa3oM roBopsTt Mexny coboi, Ha
SI3bIKE, KOTOPOTO OHA He MOHMMaeT.

— Pa3Be oH okasasicsi 6B 31€Ch, €CJIH TO, YTO ThI AYMAaeLlb,
6bU10 ObI MpaBnoOi?

Koyn MeasieHHO MokKa4asia rojiopoif. 3aTeM H OHa Mcyedsa.

He3HakoMell B KpecJie, KaXeTcs, Hadasl IIPUXOAHTDb B ceds.
OH noweBeauwt HoraMH, U JloppH yBuaena, Kakue Gonblive
OBIPHI MPOTEPTHI B MOMAOLIBAX e€ro canor. Ero pyku oropsa-
JMCh OT py4YeK Kpecja M 3allapwiH Mo KypTKe, KoTopas
3aCTErHBajIach OYEHb NPOCTO — KYCOYKAMH Oe4€BKH, npoae-
THIMH CKBO3b IbIPBI.

— Tme... roe... — OH OTKpBUI Ia3a U NMPOBEN PyKOH IO
KYPTKE, CJIOBHO pa3bICKMBasl YTO-TO, YTO JIEXAJIO TaM.

Toraa-to Jloppn H mocMoTpena B NepBLIK pa3, YTO OHA
JEPXHUT B pyKax. DTo ObUla MaJleHbKast IUIOCKAS JepeBsTHHAs
KOpo0o4Ka, KBAJpPaTMK pa3MEpOM OKOJIO WIECTH MIOMMOB.
BHyTpH 6bUTH NpHKIEeHbl PaKyLIKH, KpolleYHble NepiaMyT-
PpOBble pPAKOBHHBI H MEJIKMH GHcep. 310 6bUIO, KAK KAPTHHKA
B paMKe — CepAeYKO, BbUIOXEHHOE H3 TEMHO-KPacHbIX OHce-
PHMHOK, OKPYXEHHOE L[BETAMM H3 PakOBHH, a B CepeAHHE,
TOXe BbUIOXEHHBIe OMcepoM — 1Ba cyoBa: «Hascerna Tsoii»

— Bw1 He 310 Hiere? — Jloppu NpoTsiHy/Ia eMy KOpo-
60ouKy.

Koraa MyxdYMHa yBHAeN Ge3lenyllKy, €ro rjasa WHpOKO
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PACKpBLUIMCh. A 3aTeM IyGbl MCKPHBWIHCh B YyCMELIKe H OH
M3[aJ1 CTPaHHBbIN 3BYK.

— Mbul... npuBs3bIBaeMCs K BelllaM, — MEJIEHHO Nporo-
popwi oH. — HHorma ciauumkoM Kpenko. fA... genan 3To,
YTOOBl HE COOXHYTb... Jlaxke B TOM aCKOM Jlarepe 3T0 IIOMO-
rajio MHe He coiitu ¢ yma. Ho... Ho Teneps... Bc€. Teneps B
3TOM HET HYXIBbI.

OH B35 M3 pyK Jloppu nepiaamMyTpoByI0 KapTHHKY.

CxaB €€ B pyke, OH JaXe HEMHOIO BBINPIMWICSA H,
orIsAAEeBUIMCh BOKpYT, yBuaen Jlorry.

— Yero 6bl 3TO HH CTOWIO B 3TOM Oe3yMHOM MHpe, —
HayaJ oH, — Mo€ ums Yapns3 Jlionpy, Ball BeYHBIH CJIyTa,
M3M. U ecnu o e1l€ He OKOHYATEbHO MOTEPSU CYET AHAM, TO
ceroAHsl y Hac Bpolde KaK Npa3fHHK.

[Toxoxuit Ha 6oponartoe nMyrajo, OH rpallHO3HO CKJIOHWI-
ca nepen Jlorroi.

— MoxeT ObITb, — TYT OH pacKalULsUICd M BHHOBAaTO
yABIOHY/ICSI, — MOXET OBbITb, TEMepb sI MOIY CKa3aTb 3TO.
ManaMm, 6yabTe Moei... BaJIEeHTHHOI!

JloTTa noaxBaTHiIa KOPpOGOYKY, BBINABIIYIO H3 €ro pyk. OH
Obl M caM ymaJl Ha MoJI, ecly Obl XeHIIMHA He TOJIKHY/IAa ero
obpaTHO B KpecJo.

— Jloppu! CreHa!!! — oHa He maBana Yapaw3y ymacTs c
Kpecna. — Haxmu Ha OBa KOHLA cpeJHeM IOJKH, Ha IBa
KOHLA OMHOBpPEMEHHO!

Jlopps WIMpoKO pa3nBMHYNAa pyKH. KOHYHKHM €€ najblieB
eJie-eie JOCTaBaJiM OO0 KpaéB monku. OHA HaXaja HM30 BCeX
cwi. U oTckoywna Ha3zai — cTeHa NoOBepHYy/lach. 3a Heii
OTKpbUIach KpollieyHasl TpeyrojibHas KOMHaTa C COBCEM Y3-
KOH 11eNbI0 OKHa.

B nBepsix moxazanace Koyn. OHa Hecla KpyXKy, Hal
KOTOpPO# NMoAHUMAJICS Nap. A MOTOM pa3fajicsl TPOMKHI CTyK
B JBEPH, Ka3aJloCh, IIPOHECIIUICS M0 BCEMY IOMY.

— 3910 oHH! — Koyn MonHHeH KHMHyNIach Yepe3 KOMHaAry,
NocTaBWIa B NMOTAaiHOM YTOJIOK KpPyXKy, cOpocwia c Iuieya
OesUI0 M BepHyJlach Hasag.

— A ¢ HuM cnparmioch, MHcc JloTra. A Bbl NOAHTE
MOroBOPHUTE C HUMH!

Jloppy wmarHyna Bnepén, uto6bl momoub Koy, Ho He
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ycresna JOTAHYThCs 10 Kpecyia. CRET M TEMHOTa CHOBA 3aKpy-
XWIM KpYToM, YTOObI CHOBA NpPEeBPATUTLCS B JIYHHBIH CBET U
TEHH BOKPYT KYKOJIbHOIO OJOMMKAa. OHa MEJIEHHO NOBEPHY-
nach, A Ha cteHy. CteHa ObuUia 3akpeita. Ho Tenepp oHa
3Haia. JloppH MemJIeHHO mnoAoulula K NMyCThIM MOJIKAM, Ha
KOTOPBIX, KAXeTCs, TMIIbL CEKYHAY Ha3all CTOSUITM KHUrH. OHa
MpOTSHY/Aa PYKHM, HalllyTiajla NajJbLaMH CeKpeT M HaXxaa.
CreHa He pacnaxHyjach, Kak Toraza. Ho 4yrh momanacs.
Jloppy npocyHyna najiblbl B LIEIKY U MOTSIHYNA.

BoT oHa — MasleHbKAasl MycTasi TpeyrojibHass KoMHaTa. OHa
IeHCTBUTENbHO Obl1a TaM. JIoppH TOJIKHY/NA CTEHY Ha MecTo.
Kak-To cpa3sy eil cTajlo X0J0QHO, TEeHH NMOKA3AJIMCh TYCTHIMH
H MpaYHBIMH, a MOJIOCKA JIYHHOTO CBeTa Ha MoJly — TOHKOM
M 6nenHoii. Jloppu 3axorenoch Ha3al, K HaCTOSILIMM JIIOASIM
M HacTosilieMy cBeTy. M oHa 1narHyna, Bcnen 3a CaGUHOM,
BO3BpallasiCb B CBOE COOCTBEHHOE BpeMS.

3onomas uzonouka

— 310 BaM, ¢ 61aroJapHOCTHIO OT BCETO HALIETO KOMUTE-
Ta, — Jloppu npoTsHyna 3aBEPHYTHIH B MaNHPOCHYIO OyMary
MaKeTUK MHcCc DIMHI. — A BOT aibboM. Bee neBoyku ObutH
OYEHb OCTOPOXHBI. MBI 3HaJIM, YTO 3TO JpParoLleHHas Belllb.
Bonbloe cnacu6o, 4YTo BB YTOBOPHIM TETIO Mapraper pa3pe-
LIMTb HaM B3STH €ro.

Mmucc DuIMua yabIOHyNach, NPUHUMas NakeTHK oT Jloppu.

— Ecnu Obl #1 He 3HaNa, YTO Bl GymeTe ero 6epeyb, 1 ObI
He nana ero tebe, Jloppn. Her HUYero ciaumkoM LEHHOTO,
YTOObI HE JaTh Y€JIOBEKY, KOTOPhIi AeHCTBHTEILHO HYXaaeT-
cs B 3ToM. [loMHM 3710, JIoppH. A Hy-Ka, RaBaii TOCMOTPHM,
YTO Y Hac Tam?

OHa, He TopoIsICh, pa3Bsi3ajia JICHTOYKY, pa3BepHYyJa na-
MHPOCHYI0 OyMary M NmocMoTpeJjia Ha MoJapoK KOMHUTETA.

— 310 6bUTAa cCaMasi KpacHBasi, — Moxsacranach Jloppu. —
M=l Bce BMecTe AeJiallM €€.

Mucc DumMuA NOAHSUIAa BaJICHTHHKY TaK, 4YTOOBI CBeT
najgaj Ha 6yMaxHble KpyXeBa MU Ha OyKeT LIBETOB B LIEHTpe,
MOTOM KOCHY/IaCh BLIPE3aHHBIX M3 30JI0TOH OyMaru BHMTRHIX
6YKOBOK, KOTOphIe TaK MCKYCHO Bbipe3aja JIuzaber.
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— Haieii BaneHTHHe, .—— npowia oHa. — Bal xopoluo
nocrapanucs, Bce Bbi, JIoppu. S Hanuiny 61arogapcTBeHHOE
MUCBMO I Balllero KOMHTeTa. 3HaYMT, BOT TaKue Bbl COOH-
paeTech NMpoaaBaTh Ha Ballleil sipMapke?

— MpI cienany nSThAECAT LITYK, — BHOBb NMOXBACTaJIach
Jloppu. — Ho oHM He Takme GonbliMe, Kak 3Ta. U Mbl
MOCTApPAINCh CKOMHPOBaThb M3 anbboma cample nyyinne. U
MHccHc P3liMOHA cKa3aja, YTO 3TO «MPOU3BENEeHHS HCKYCCT-
Ba», — ropao gobaBuja OHa.

Mucc D1MHA aKKypaTHO NOCTaBWIa BAIEHTHHKY Ha CBOH
paboumii cronuk. JIoppu nosesa 3a Hei razaMM, onisiaenach
KpPYTOM... U coobpa3muna, 4To KOMHara Hu3MeHwiack. OHa
ctana apyroit, u Jloppu noyyBcTBOBasla, KaK CTpaxX KOJBbHYJ
e€ cepaue. JleBouka cpa3y NMoHsUia, noyeMy. JULTMHHBIA cTON
omnycTeJ, Ha HEM OoJblile HEe JIEXaO HH MOTOYKOB LUEPCTH,
HY PYJOHYHKOB MaTepHM, HU BelleH, OJOXMIAWOUIUXCHA MO-
YHHKH.

IsinbLB! 418 BBILIMBAHHS OCTaBAJIMCh MYCTHIMH M OTOABHU-
HYTBIMH K cTeHe. XOTs B KAMHHE ropeJj oroub, 1 CabuHa Bcé
TaK Xe rpejlach Ha KOBpPHMKE Y OTHSl, H CBEYH SIPKO IOpejiu B
noACcBeYHHUKaX — Bc€ paBHO JloppM He MovyyBCTBOBaja CTa-
poro oiuylieHHs 6e3onacHocTH. OHa TPEBOXHO MOCMOTpeJa
Ha MMCC DLIMHI.

— Ho Tenepb-To BH He yOMpaeTech.. — OHa XOTela,
4YTOOBI 3TO OLUI BOMPOC, HO MPO3BYYAIO 3TO KaK yTBepXie-
HHe, KOTOPOMY OHa HHKAaK He MOIJIa NOBEPHTD.

— Jla, Jloppu, ¢ yOopko# yXe NMOYTH 3aKOHYEHO.

— HoM! Mucc BuMmua, cobpaHue... HEyXelH aaBOKaT
Hu4YeM BaM He mnomor? OHH Xe He MOryT cHectH JloM-
BocsmucreHok! OHH He MoryT!

OHa 6bUTa TaK 3aHSATA JejlaMH KOMHTeTa, TaK 3aHsTa C
KOHLIOM Y€TBEPTH, C KOHTPOJIBHBIMH — TaK 3aHSTa, YTOObLI
BCNIOMHUTB 06 3ToM! Ecin 6b1 TONIBKO OHa caenana 6b1 XOTh
YTO-HHUOYAB... DTO Xe ObLIa e€ uaesi, 3aMHTEpPeECOBaTh MIOAEH,
9TOOBI OHM BCE BMECTE CHAC/IM JOM, €CJIM Obl TOJILKO OHa
yaenuwna 3ToMy BHMMaHHe, eciau Obl oHa xoTsl 6Bl Mmocrapa-
nack... Jloppu npobpana apoxs. E€ 3a3HO6WIO, Korma oHa
CHOBA OIisiiesiach BOKPYT M 3aMETWIa, YTO CO CTEH HMCYe3JH
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BCe TaKHe yXe 3HakoMble KapTHHbI! Yto... UTO Xe Tenepsp
6yneT?

— JloppH, — MATKMi rojoc MHcC DIIMMI OTBIEK €€
BHUMaHHe. — Thl npasa, BpeMs [Joma OGbictpo yxoaut. Ho
3TO eCTeCTBEHHBIl XOI XW3HH, Aoporas Mosi. Huuro He
MOXET OCTaBaTbC HEM3MEHHBIM, MHaye 3TO OymeT yxon oT
xu3HH. [To yenoseueckuM Mepkam JloM-BocsMucTeHOK npo-
XWI AOJIYI0 XH3Hb, MHOro 6oiee coTHM ner. OH BHIen
BOKDPYT MHOXECTBO H3MEHEHMIA, a Tenepb AJOJDKEH H3MEHHUTD-
cs caM.

— Ho Benpb ero cHecyr! OH HCY€3HET, HE NPOCTO U3Me-
HHUTc, a HcyesHer! — Jloppu BCcKoYWIa Ha HOTHM, M BCA
ropeyb 3THX CJIOB BbIpBaJiaCh M3 HE€ XAJNIOOHBIM KPHKOM.

Mucc DuimMua Gonbule He yabioaiack. OHa NPUCTAILHO H
NnevyabHO cMoTpena Ha Jloppu.

— JloppH, Henb3s cka3aTb XH3HU «HeT» U ocraBaThcs
Heu3MeHHbIM. Korima Tel mpHlUIa cioga B NEpPBHI pa3, Thl
XOTeNla CKa3aTh «HeT» nepeMeHaM. Thl AyMaJia, 4TO HE CMO-
Xellb HAHTH HUYEro Xopoluero B HoBoi Xu3HH. He Tak nn?

OHa cpaenajia naysy, a JlJoppu nonsiTajJach BCIOMHHTb Te
IHH, Koraa JloM el€ He OTKpbUI Nnepel Heil CBOM ABEPH.

— Toraa JIoM MOr npemaIoXHUTh Tebe Koe-uto. To Xe, 4yTO
OH mpeliaraji Bcerga — yoexwuine. Tel NOHHMaelb, O Y€M 1,
Jloppu?

— Y06exuuie, — oTto3sanach Jloppu.

— Voexmiue. U Koe-KTo U3 TeX, YTO HALUIM MyTh ClOIa,
OUTS MOE, ObUIM HACTOJILKO M3YypOAOBaHbl XM3HbIO, YTO 3TO
yOexmile crano IS HHUX OoMoM. oM mpeniaraer Tebe
€NUHCTBEHHBIA BBIOOP — CHOBa BpPEHYThCS B XW3Hb, WM
ocrtatbesl. Tebe Kazanock, YTo Thl HecyacTHa M oauHoka. Ho
6bL1a JIM THI TAK HECYACTHA M oAMHOKa, KaK Peba u PuHeac?
Kak Koyn u Hakxku? Kak Yapan3 donpu?

Jloppu HMKaK He MOIJIa OHSTh, YTO MbITAJIACh OOBLIACHUTD
eil Mucc DuIMHMA.

— OHH npuuwid... Jlorta npusena Mx... MOTOMY 4TO 3a
HUMM THaJIHKCh. JIIoQU rHAIKCDh 32 HUMH...

— Jla, 3a HUMM OXOTWIMCh. [IBa OCcHpOTeBLIMX peGEHKa.
JIBa 6ernbix paba. BoeHHoOIUIeHHBbIH. oM peuimn gath MM
MPHUIOT, U B CBOIO OYepelb, OHHM pellWTH ocTatbes B [lome.
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Tebe ToXe Ka3zanoch, YTO 3a TOOOMH OXOTATCSl, HO KTO ObUI
OXOTHHKOM, Jloppu?

— JIxumMmu [lapBHC H... MAIBYMILKH... — Hayaja ObUIO
Jloppu, neiTasics coobpa3uts, noyeMy. KakuMm riaynbIM Ka3a-
nocs Bcé 310 Temepb. — WM, HaBepHoe, 4YTO-TO €LIE... s
cKyyana no 6abymxe M mo Xamncreny, H MHe ObUIO TaK
oqHHOKo. S 6bUIa Takas miynasi, — OHa NMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
KpacHeeT, — OHM TOraa NMpaBWIbHO FOBOPHIIH.

— W 310 Kasanoch Tebe orpoMHoi Tpareame, Jloppu. A
KaK Thl CMOTPHLIb Ha 3To ceiyac?

— Menoys, — npu3Hanacse Jloppm.

— IloToMy 4YTO TBHI MOHSUIAa — BpPEMsI MOXET M3MEHUTb
MHOTHe Bellu?

HeoxunanHo JloppH oTBeTWIa BONPOCOM Ha BOIPOC:

— Miucc DwMHA — a KYKOJBHBI DOMHK M 3TOT AOM...
OHH OJMHAKOBbIE?

OHa caMa TOJIKOM He 3Hajla, YTO OHa XOTeJla CKa3aTh,
3HaJIa TOJIBKO, YTO 3TO OYEHb BaXHO.

Mmucc DuMua nokayajia roJoBom.

— A He Mory ckasaTb Tebe 3Toro. He moromy, 4ro He
X04y, a TIOTOMY YTO B caMoOM Jejie He Mory. Ho 3Haii: eciu 6b1
B TeGe He ObUIO TO#i CWIBl, KOTOpas OTKpbIBaJa TeGe ABEpHU
JioMa, ThI ObI HE YBHIE/a H TOTO HEMHOTOIO, YTOo Buaena. JJoM
BLIOHpaeT caM, OH BCeraa caM JeJlaeT BeIOop. A Tenepb, Koraa
Thl yX€e YTO-TO yBHAEJNIAa — €CTb Bceé OCHOBAaHMS NyMaTb, YTO
BpeMsi OTKpPOeT Iiepell To6oii €lé MHOro-MHOIo ABEpeii.
Ecou THI TOro 3axoveulib.

— Miucc Duimua, Ho ecnH JloM-BOoCBMHCTEHOK CHECYT, TO
rae xe Oynere XuTb Bbl ¢ Xawin?

Miucc BuiMua cHoBa YyJIbIOHYNACh.

— He Gecnokoiics 06 3ToM, auTtsa. U, KcTaTH, Kaxercs, Ha
TBOEM 0Opaslie ocTajicsl Bcero oqMH psig A0 KoHua. Moxer
ObITb, MBI HEMHOTO MOBBILIHBaeM?

OHa oOTIOXWIa B CTOPOHY BaJEHTHHKY H COBMHY/IA B
CTOPOHY KpbILIKYy paboyero cronuka. Jloppu B3sina cpoio
KOpPOOKYy C pyKOAE/JMEM M BbIHYJIa OTTya OTPE30K IOJIOTHA,
MOKPHITHIA psifaMH cTeXKoB. OHa ¢ yAUBJIEHHEM NTOCMOTpea
Ha Hero — obpa3en okasajicsl JJIMHee, YeM €# Ka3aJoch.
HaunHas ¢ npocThIX OOMETOYHBIX CTEXKOB H dpaHLy3cCKOro
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y3eJiKa, NIOTOM CTeXOK NEPBIIKOM, CTEXOK LIETNIOYKOM, Io-
TOM M Gonee cnoxHas pabora.

TeM BpeMeHeM MHCC DIUIMHA AOCTA/Ia M3 CTOJa MaJIeHb-
KHi CBEPTOYEK M pa3BOpAYMBAIIA MOJIOCKY TKAHH.

— A He 3aBECTH JIH MY3BIKAJIbHYIO WIKATYNKy, Jloppu? —
CIpoCHIa OHa.

M xorma B KOMHaTe 3a3BeHeNa My3biKa, JIoppH He yauBH-
Jack, YTO MHCC DIIMHI CHOBa HaleBaeT YTO-TO Ha CBOEM
HeBeIOMOM fi3biKe. TONILKO B pyKaX OHa JAepXaJia He BbILIUB-
Ky, He KYyCOK KpyXeB 151 IOYHHKH, H HE OlIeHHHK...

OueifHUK, HeoXHAaHHO BcnoMHUWIa Jloppu. Muce Dui-
MHI cAenaja ToT OapxaTHbiii olleHHUK g CaOuHBI Ha
PoxnectBo. Ho CabuHa He Hochia ero HHM Toraa, HH TIOTOM.
C Toro ngHsA, kak oH 6bu1 cumr, Jloppu OGopiblle ero He
BHIENIA.

A yTOo MHcCc DuIMHA WBET ceityac? JloppH NpHILUIOCH
HaKJIOHHUTbCS BNEpélN, YToObl pa3misiieTb, TAKOE OHO OKa3a-
JIoch MaJleHbKoe. OHa CHOBa yBHI€/Ia CUSTHHE 30JI0TOH MTOJIKH
M — MHCC DUIMHMA 1IWIA IUIaThe!

W nmo Mepe Toro, Kak OHa CLUIMBaJla KYCOYKH TKaHH, OHa
MOMISAABIBAJIA Ha MaJIEHbKYI0 KapTHHKY, KoTopas Obuia 3a-
BEpHYTA BMecTe ¢ MaTepHanioM. HaknoHMBIIKCE Biepén elné
HeMHoro, JloppH pa3mfnena M KapTHHKY M HEOXHMIAHHO
y3Hana Jieaqu, H300paXEHHYIO Ha HEM.

310 6b1 MmoprpeT JloTThl, TakoM JloTThl, Kakyio Jloppu
BMIEJIa NOcNeNHMii pa3, BMecTe ¢ Yapnab3zoM. Tonbko BMecTo
KOCTIOMAa [UI1 BEpPXOBOM e31bl Ha HeH OBUIO IpesiecTHoe
IiaThe, ¢ OECKOHEYHBIMH KpyXeBaMH, CITyCKABUIMMHCS BO-
JIJHAMH CKJIaJIOK OT €€ TOHeHbKo#H Tanuu. U mucc Bumun
KOIIHPOBaJia 3TO IUIaThe, CLIMBas CTOJIb KPOXOTHBIE CKJIA04-
KH, yTo JloppH He MoIla NOBEpHUTh CBOMM Ma3aM. M ewé
mucc Dwmua nena. U Jloppu cHoBa moiiMana cebs Ha ToM,
YTO TIOATIEBAET, U €€ COOCTBEeHHass MIJIa JOBHXETCS B TaKT
MEJIOAHH, C JIETKOCTBIO H YAOBOJNLCTBHEM.

A Korza nocyieqHUH CTeXOK Ha e€ obpa3lie ObU1 3aKOHYEH,
ZeBOYKa aKKYpPaTHO CBEPHYJIA €10 M YJIOXHWIA Ha JHO KOpoo-
KM, pSIOM CO 1IKATYJIKOH, B KOTOPOH JieXajia HTOJIbHHLIA H
KaTymiki. Temeppr OoHa NpPOCTO cHIeNla H CMOTpesa, Kak
MeNbKAaeT 30JI0Tasl MIVIa, MOBTOpSAS BClel 3a MHCC DUIMHI
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HETIOHATHBIE CJIOBA, HE 3HasA, YTO OHM 3HA4aT, AOTaAbIBasICh
TOJILKO, YTO 3TO — HeoTbeMJeMas 4acTb TOro, 4YTo ceifyac
nenaeT MHCC DLIMMI.

Jloppu He 3Hana, CKOJILKO BpeMEHH OHa TaK IpocHiena.
Terwno M Mokoii CHoBa BepHYJIHCh B KoMHaty. Ho BoT Mucc
BuMHI clenaa TMOCJEAHMH CTEXOK M obpe3ana HHTKY.
[Inathe ObUlo OKOHuYeHOo. OHa pasrIagWia ero mnajiblUaMH,
OTJIOXWIAa B CTOPOHY M pa3BepHy/a €ll€ OOUH CBEPTOYEK.
BHYTpH NeXajlo BTOpOe IUlaTbe, pO30BOE, C KpaXMaJbHbIM
nepeIHUKOM.

— Ox! — BckpukHyna Jloppu. — OHa cioManach, Balia
30JI0Tasi MroJIKa cJoMaiach!

Mucc BuimMun 6osblie He nena. M korma oHa ornoxmia
MIJIy B CTOPOHY, Ta GoJibllle He cBepkana. OHa ObUIa cioMaHa
nomnojiaM ¥ Temnepb NMOYEMY-TO He Ka3ajaach 30JIOTOM, Kak
OyOTO LIMTBE BBITAHYJIO M3 HEE BCIO XHM3Hb, YTO KOrOa-TO
Hrpaja BHYTDH.

— E€ pabora okoH4YeHa, noporas Mosi, — B IoJIoOCE MHCC
B1MHA He ObUI0 coXaeHuss. — OHa ObUia O4eHb CTapoy M
HM3pacxoJoBajiach BCsl, IO KOHIA.

JloppH elué pa3 mocMoTpesia Ha KyKoJibHble IUIaThsl. OHa
XOTeJla CIIPOCHTb, 3a4€M MHCC DUIMMI CLIMIA MX, HO TodYe-
My-To He Momia. IloyeMy-To TakoH Bompoc Kasajcsi ei
rpyobIM M GECTaKTHBIM.

A MHCC DIUIMHA 3aBepHy/la IUIaThd H OTIOXWIA HMX B
cropoHy. I[ToToM 3aKkpbula KpHILIKY paboyero CToJMKa.

— A Teneps, Jloppu, eciM Tbl IPHHECELIb MHE IEpO U
6ymMary, s mobnaroaapio Balll KOMHTET 3a YyJE€CHbIH MOAapoK.

IToka Mucc DuMua nucaia, Jloppn NoaBUHYNACh K KAMH-
Hy. B KoMHaTe Tenepp cTosUla Takas THIIMHA, 4TOo ObLIO
CJIBILIHO AaXe MOCKPHITbIBAHKE Tepa 0 OyMary, Aaxe LIOpPOX
PO30BOIO A3bIYKA CTapaTe/IbHO yMbiBalollekics CabuHbl. Jloppu
OYeHb He HpaBWwiach Takas TMimiMHa. M Xamnmm? Kyma xe
Ienach Xawin? OHa mpHcIyllanach, CTapasich YJIOBHTb XOTb
KaKoi-HMOyab 1IyM Ha KyxHe. HaBepHoe, cTeHBI craporo
JoMa OBLTH CJIHMLIKOM TOJICTBIMH, NIOTOMY YTO eclH Xalld H
6bula 3aHfATa Ha KyXHE, TO CHBILIHO BCE pPaBHO HHUYEIo He
6bUTO.

Mucc DumMua 3aneyataja KOHBEPT CYPIy4oM, a 3aTeM
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BbIHY/JIa U3 KAKOIo-TO KapMaHa CBOEH IMMPOKOH 100KkH elé
OUH.

-— JloppH, s nonpoury Tebs caenarb OAHy Belllb, KOTOpast
O4YeHb BaXHa 11 MeHsa. Y1 a4 mpoury Tebs He 3amaBaTth
HHUKAKUX BOMPOCOB, NMPOCTO cAeNaTh — U BcE. Sl Mory Ha Tebs
NoNoXurhes?

— la, MHcc Duimun.

— Korna Th1 6yaelib yXoouTh, TO B 3aMKe YEPHOIO xonaa
Haiaéwb kmod. Tel 3aKpoelib ABEPb, MOJIOXHIUbL KIIOY B
3TOT KOHBEpT, 3areyaTacllib €ro U OpocHillb B TOYTOBBIH
SILIUK Ha yTIy.

— Mucc Buimua! — Jloppu ocMenMiach NepexBaTHTh
PYKY ¢ KOHBepTOM. — Mucc DuiMua, YTo Bl cobHpaeTech
caenarb?

— A xe cka3ana, HHKaKux BompoocoB, Jloppu. U He
bolica, Tebe Heyero GosATheca. S Beab roBopuiia Tebe Kak-To,
Bepa o4YeHb BaXXHa. Tak moBepb MHe ceifyac.

Jloppu B3si1a KOHBEpT.

— Jla.

— A Tenepb, JloppH, yXe no3aHo.

Ho Jloppu He mouwia K ABepsiM, KaK OOBIYHO.

— Toxanyiicta — g YBHXY Bac ellge?

Mucc Oumua ynbibHynace. CabuHa npobexana yepes
KOMHATy M BCKOYWNA K Heil Ha KOJIEHH.

— A nymalo, na, Jloppu. IloMHH, BEepHTh OYEHb BaXHO.
Beputh M BUOETb cepOLEM TaK Xe€ 30pKO, KaK M IJIa3aMH.
Bcerna noMHH 3To. A ceifyac — o cBuaaHus, Jloppw.

— Ho cBunanunsa, — Jloppu Gonblie He NOXHaA ObuUIa
3a0epXHMBAThCsl, BEAb OHH YXe MONPOLIAIMCh, HO NTOYeMY-TO
OHa Gostnach BLINTH M3 KOMHaThl. OHa Oostnach, YTO €CiH
BBIiZET ceiiyac, To Goblle HUKOTAA He YBUAUT MUCC DUIMHUL
cHoBa. [loiins 1o ABepH, OHa 0OGepHyNach H ellé pa3 MOCMOT-
pejla Ha He€.

Miucc Smmun rnaawna CabuHy, yCTPOMBIIYIOCS Ha KoJe-
HSIX y cBoeii Xo3s#iku. [lo yriaM KOMHaThl CTyLIAIHCh TE€HH,
MOCTENEHHO MOACTYNAasi K cepequHe.

— A MOXHO MHe nonpouiatscsi ¢ Xawiu?

— KoHeuHo, noporas mos. Ecan Hafn€wn e€.

JloppH npukpbL1a ABEph KOMHATHI M MOIOLLIA K ABEPH Ha
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KyxHi10. Ho xBepp oxa3zanach IUIOTHO 3aKpbITOi M He mouaga-
nack. Kak 3T0 ckKazana MHcc BLIMHA — BXOIM B JTIOOYI0
IBepb, KOTopasi OTKpoeTcs neped ToOOH... DTa ABEpb He
OTKpPOETCH.

Jloppu nocTy4anach, HO OTBeTa He mMocjiefoBano. Kak xe
Tak, OHa JoJDKHa momnpouiathes ¢ Xawm! [oyeMy-To ceron-
HS 3T0 6bUIO oco6eHHO BaXHO! Bc€ ew€ ympsaMo npuwxuMas
cXaTeie nanbLbl K ABepH, Jloppu xpukHyna:

— Jlo cBuzaHbsa, Xa/UH, 10 CBUIAHbA!

U Bcé paBHO, 3TOro 6hUIO0 Masio. JloppH BOpPYT BCTPEBO-
XEHHO NOBEpHYJia oOpaTHO K ABEpH 0apXaTHOM KOMHATbl, U3
KOTOpOil OHa BBILIUIA BCETO HECKOJILKO CEKyHHO Haszaa. OHa
cnpocut mMucc dumuia. Ho u 3ta aBepp Teneps Toxe He
oTkpeiBanack. OHa MOAHAJA PYKY, HO He mocTyvana. [Tocne
MOCJIEAHETO MPOLIAHMUS HEJNb3sl Gonblie TPEBOXHUTDH XO3SUKY
JloMa-BocsMHCTEHKA.

OHa ogaenachk, HaTsHyna canord. Kimoud Topyan B 3aMKe,
KaK M cKasaja MHcCc OmMua. [eBoyka BBILUIA Ha YIMLLY,
MOTOM 3aKpbUia ABepb. HecKo/bKO CEKYHI HEMOABIKHO CTO-
sUla, I8 Ha KoY B cBoeil pyke. OHa TOJIbKO 4YTO 3amepia
Xawum u Mucc DumMua BHYTpH. [Toyemy? Koy 6sU1 cTapuH-
HbIiA, 6ONbLIOH U TSXKENBINA. MoXeT ObITh, Y HUX €CTb APYTOii
Kmo4? MoxeT 61T, Xa/UIM NMPOCTO yCcTajla M JIETNIa OTAOX-
HYTb, a MHCC DUIMHI HE XOTE€JIa TPEBOXHUTD €€...

Ho 3ayem Torza Ki1acTh K04 B KOHBEPT M OpocaTs ero B
noyToBbii AIKK? JIoppH noBepTesa B pyKax KOHBepT. BHyT-
PH ell€ JIeXaTH KaKue-To 6yMar, oH 6bU1 JOBOJBLHO TOJICTBIA.
OHa monoxmwia BHYTph K04, JIM3HY/a Kpasi KOHBEpTa H
3anedataia ero. Mg M agpec — nmucbMo 6bUIO aApecoBaHO
MHcTepy DpHecTy TpacToHy, aaBokaTy!

Bepa, ouyeHb BaXHO BepHTh. Mucc DuiMHa Npeaynpeawia
eé. U He 3amaBaTh BonpocoB... Ho Bcé paBHO, Moka OHa 1U1a
K TOYTOBOMY SIIMKY, BONPOCHI, HE NepecTaBasi, KPyXWIH y
Jloppu B ronose.

3TOT KMoY HE BHIXOAWI M3 IoOJIOBH! Y I€BOYKH M NOKA OHa
TOTOBWIA YXHH U1 TETH MaprapeT, KoTopasi CETOIHS 3aaep-
x#uBanack. OHa BCIIOMHMHaJIa O MHOIOM, H OT 3TOro eif Bcé
Gonblle M GoNblile CTAHOBWIOCh He Mo cebe. 3oyoTas MIla
MHcc DumMHA, cIoMaHHas mnomnojiaM. M 3akpritas aBepb
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6apXxaTHO# KOMHaThl — MHCC DUIMHI HE MOIJIa caMa BCTaThb
M 3amepeTh €€ 3a To BpeMs, noka Jloppu crossia y ABepH Ha
KYXHI0. A KTo Torma eé€ 3amep? Xajutd, KoTopasi mpoluia
BOKPYT, 4epe3 MyCcTyl0 N'OCTHHYIO?

U pa3 3a pazoM e MbICIH BO3BpallAIUCh K KIIIOYY,
KOTOpBIi MHCC DIIMHUA NMOTIPOCHIIA OTTIPaBUTh MHCTepY Tpac-
TOHY.

Kyna Mornu nepeexaTh Mucc Duimua ¥ Xawmm u Cabuna?
Jloppy He Morna mnpeacTaBUTh MX HHaye, Kak B JloMe-
BocsMucrenke. OHM He TPHHALIEXAIH MHPY 32 CTEHaMH
Jloma. U yto 6ymer co BcemMn coxpoBuinamu [oma? Passe
MHcCc DMHI cMoXeT 3abpaTh UX ¢ co6oit?

Jloppu ornsaena cBolO MaJIEeHbKYIO KyXOoHbKY. HeBo3MoX-
HO mnpenctaBuTh cebe Xauth Ha 3Toit KyxHe! Cioga He
roMecTUTCA Aaxe €€ mobumas rmwiurta. Heoxunanuo Jloppu
3aX0TeJIoch OPOCUTLCS Ha BEUEPHIOIO YJIMLY, MpobexaTh Ha-
3an, K JloMy, 3a6apaGaHHMTL B YEPHBIH XO4 — B 3anepThIi
4YyEPHBIA XO#, M YOemuThcs, 4TOo ¢ Xa/iH, ¢ GapxaTHOM
KOMHATOH M ¢ MHUCC DIMMI BC€ B nopsaake. YTo oHU Takue
Xe, KaKUMH ObUTH BCE TO BpeMms, YTO OHa MX 3Hala. Bc€ To
BpeMs. Heckonbko MecsiueB. Koneu okrsabpsi, HogOpb, ne-
Kabpb, IHBaph U Helels B deBpaie. Ho eii xkazanocs, 4To oHa
6nu1a rocteM JlomMa-BocbMHCTEHKA ropasno JoJblie.

A 4T0 Oyner ¢ beBucOM M ¢ KyKoJibHBIM noMuKoM? Uan —
TyT MbicaU JIoppu NpBITHY/IH B APYTYIO CTOPOHY — a 6bLT JIM
BOOOlIIE KyKONbHbIH H1oMHMK? BbU1 M OH BoOOILIE?

Ho mucc Dumun 3Hana u o @uneace u Pebe, u o Koyn
¢ Hakxun, u o Yapnbse Jonpu. U oHa cka3ana cerogHst THEM,
YTO OHHM pelIWIH ocTaThcs B Nokoe [Joma. MoxeT GBITB, 3TO
3HAYWIO, YTO OHH TaM TaK H XWBYT — BeuyHo? Jloppm
MOKOCWIach Ha Yachl M Ha KodeHHHMK, CTOSIIUN Ha OrHe.
Bepbs MHe, ckazana Mucc DIIMHI.

Jloppu B3goxHyna. OHa riAgena Ha CTeHy, He 3aMmedasi
BHUCSILIMX TaM NMOJMMPOBAHHBIX MENHBIX YKpallleHHi{, KOTOpLIe
TETA MOBECWIA, YTOOLI OXHMBUTb TEMHBIM YTOJIOK MaJieHbKOM
KyxHH. Tenepb oHa BHOBb NMOYYBCTBOBaJIa TEIUIOE OLIYLIEHHE
nokosi. Teneps — Tenepb OHa BEpWIA, YTO C MHCC DUIMHI, H
¢ Xaw, u ¢ CabuHoii — Bc€ O6ymer xopowo. U gro 651 HU
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cayymwnoch ¢ JlomoM-BoCcbMHCTEHKOM — OHHM OyayT B Oe3-
OMNMacHOCTH.

— Jloppu? — oHa He yciabllana, kKak Térs Mapraper
OTKpbLIAa ABEPb, H B3APOTHYJIa OT MCMyTa.

Téra Mapraper ewl€ He CHsUIa HM MaIbTO, HU UUIANKH.
OHa BBIIVIsAAENA OYEHDb MOJABICHHOM.

— Jloppn, MHE O4€Hb XaJb...

— Xanp yero? — Jloppu ¢ TpyaoM oOTopBajach OT
COOCTBEHHBIX MBbICJEH.

— Hom-BocbMucreHok, — TE€Ts Mapraper ngepxajia B
pyke BedyepHolo razety. — Illlocce... — oHa B3OXHYyJa.

— A 3Hao. Mucc DuiMHa MHe cKa3ana.

— Beanble crapyuiku. UM Kak-To HyXHo noMo4b, JloppH.
Kyna uM neBatecsi? S, HaBepHoe, 3ainy ceiflyac K HHM,
cripolry, He Halo JIH YeM NMOMOYb.

— Mucc BumMua ckasana, 4to Bcé OyneT B MopskKe.

— B nopsinke? Ax, ma, Tl Xe O6bUIa TaM CEroaHsl OHEM.
MoxeTt ObITb, OHa He coBceM NMoHHMaeT. KoMHccHs 0OBLABH-
Jla, YTO BCE MPOTeCThl OTKIIOHEHBI. Bce, KTo Bo3paxan, 6yayr
BLIHYXIEHbI Tepeexatb. A MHCC DIUIMMI OYEHb CTapeHbKas,
Kpowika. 1 wHorma crapble NoOM He TOHUMAIOT, KaKoM
nepee3n MOTYT YCTPOMTb I'OPOICKHE BJIACTH.

— OmHa 3HaeT, T€Ts Mapraper. OHa ckasana, YyTo I
Jloma-BockMHCTEHKA 31¢ch GoJibllle HET MeECTa.

Térss MaprapeT BBICKOJIb3HYJIa K3 MaIbTO.

— Ho Beap momxHO Xe OBITH! — cKa3aja OHa IOYTH
pocTHO. — Hwuyero, Mbl €€ NOCMOTPHM, YTO MOXHO
caenatb. [lo xpalineii Mepe, IUIsi HECYACTHLIX CTapyllek.

— Téra Mapraper, — X0 cripocwia Jloppu, — Thl M B
caMOM JeJie AyMaelllb, YTO OHH — HEeCYacTHbIE CTapyLUKH?

Téra ynurnéHHo nocMoTpena Ha Jloppu. [TotoM 3agyma-
J1aCh. )

— Tb1 npaBa, Jloppu. Mucc DuMua MoxXeT OBITh CTapoi,
HO He AYMalo, YTO OHa MO3BOJIMT KOMY-HHOYIb NPMHMMATD 3a
cebs pewieHusi. M1 oHa cka3ana Tebe, yTo cobupaercs aenarhb?

— Ha... u, — n Jloppu pacckasaja eif Bc€ 0 KIO4Ye M O
NHChMeE.

— .3aKpbITb 32 CO0OI ABEPh M OTNPABUTD KIIOY IO NoYTe?
N 1h1 caenana 3tro? Ho JloppH, ocTaBUTh MX TaM, 3amepThixX
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... 3ayeM UM 3TO0 noHagoOunoch? Jloppu — ocraBaiics
AoMa, NMOHATHO?

OHa TOpOIUIMBO HaTAHY/A MaJbTO, BBICKOYWIA B KOPHAOP
U ybexasa, jaxe He 3aXJIONHYB 3a coboi 1Bepb. Ha Kakoe-To
MIHOBEHHE YIHMBIeHHe cMewianioch y JloppHu co cTpaxoM. A
MOTOM K HeH BepHy/lach YBEPeHHOCTb — OHa 3Haja, 4TO
OEeCNIOKOHTBCA 3a MMCC DIIMHI M ApPYTHX Xutened JJoma-
BocbMHcTeHKa He HyXxHO. OHa CHOBa B3sUlaCh 3a YXHH,
OXMIas, NMoKa BEpHETCA TETH.

M Téta BepHynach ObicTpo. Korma oHa cHoBa 3allia Ha
KYXHIO, Y He€ ObUT JOBOJIbHO O3aJla4eHHbIH BHI.

— TIlpocto He 3Halo, — mnoxana oHa Iuleyamu. — A
nobexana N0 caMbIX BOpOT... a motoM, JloppH, s npocto
MOHsUIA, YTO BCE B mopsinke. UYTo ¢ HHMHM BCE B MOJIHOM
nopsiake.

Jloppu KuBHYyJa.

— i ToXe 3TO 3Haia.

OnHako T€TS Mapraper eml€ OOATro cHiaela Ha KyXHe ¢
o3azadyeHHbIM BHMIOM. CJIOBHO y Heé Ha IJiasaxX CIy4WIOCh
YTO-TO TaKo€, BO YTO OHAa JO CHX NMOP HE MOTIJa MOBEPHTD.
XoTd 4 BMIENA 3TO COOCTBEHHBIMHM IJIa3aMH. 3aTeM OHa
NnoKayajia roJIOBOM.

II1ucbMO MpHLWIO B cieaylounylo naTHHLy. Ho 6but npas-
OHHK, ¥ OHH NMPOYHTAIH €IC TOJIbKO BeYepoM, TaK KaK TETH
MaprapeT ObU1a Ha yXHHe AccouMalnu Yuuresei u Poaure-
e, U oHH c¢ JloppH BEpHYNHCh JOMOI TOJBKO B AEBATH
Beyepa. [IncbMo moxmaanoch MX B SIIUMKE — JTHHHBINA
KOHBEPT C OOpaTHLIM agpecoM B BepxHeM yriy. M oHo 6bulo
amecoBaHoO MM 06oumM — Mucc Mapraper [IxepcoH, Mucc
Jloppn Manapn.

YausnéHHas T€TA Mapraper npowia ero Bcayx. B cy66oTy
yTPOM, B OAMHHAALATh YacOB, X npuriawaiu B Jlom-Bock-
mucteHoK. [loanucaHo — DpHect TpacToH.

— 3710 aaBOKAT MHCC DUIMMI.

— Ho 3auyeM? — T€TH nepewia MHUCBMO €LIE pa3, HA 3TOT
pa3 npo cebss. — He monumalo. Hy 4yro X, 3aT0 O4YeHb
BO30yXaaeT BooOpaxeHHe. XOpollIo, YTO s 3aBTpa He pabo-
Tal0.

Koraa Ha cieayoummii ieHb OHH OTKpbUIM BopoTa [JoMa-
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BocbMHCTEHKA, Naxan NErKuii CHEXOK. Y roporo ojJeHs Ha
CNMHE CHOBAa HaMeJo MaJIeHbKMIi XOJIMHK, HO OH BCE TakK Xe
BEJIMYaBO CMOTpeNl Hald HMX rojioBamu. JIoppu ¢ rpycrhio
ynbi6HyNnace eMy. «Haneloch, OoH Halinér cebe apyroit noM,
KOIa Y Hero oTOepyT ero JIyXaiKy M cal», — NnoayMaJa oHa.

Ha cHery BbIMAHENTHCH YBH-TO Cliefbl, KaK OyATO KTO-TO
HeJaBHO OOOWIEN JOM KPYTOM, H OHH TOLIUIH MO 3THM CJIe[aM -
K 4épHoMy xoay. Téra MaprapeT nocTy4yaja H ABepb OTKphI-
Jlach, HO OTBOpWIA €€ He XaJUIM, @ HE3HAKOMELl, KOTOPHIii ¢
Mopora CNpocui;

— Mpucc IxepcoH?

— Nla, u Jloppmu.

OH npoBén ux B GapxaTHyio KoMHaTy. JIoppH noéxmnace.
B xaMuHe Gosbliie He ropen oroHb. [IpaBna, ropesna namna u
HECKOJILKO CBeveii, HO BCE TEIUIO M TMPHBETIMBOCTb MCYE3JIH.
IIpsiMoe Kpeciio ¢ BbICOKOH CTUHKOI onycTteno. Térs Mapra-
peT 3ajaja ‘Bonpoc, KoTopwliii Jloppu He Moria 3acTaBHTH
cebs1 CIpoCHTh:

— Mmucc Buimun?

— OmHa yexana. Kak u Bcerga, oHa peunuia BCEé caMOCTO-
sATenbHo. OHa OTIpaBWiIa K04 U HHCTPYKLIMM MHE T10 TIOYTE.
Bppp — 3TH cTaprie noMa 6e3 LIEHTPaJILHOIO OTOIUVIEHHS —
CBIPO, XOJIOAHO.

OH OrNsHyNCS KPYTOM, CJIOBHO eMy OBUTIO BCE paBHO, 4TO
OyneT M ¢ 3TOil KOMHATOI, U ¢ 3TUM noMoM. Kak 6yaro emy
XOTEJIOCh MOCKOpeH 3aKOHYHUTh CO BCEMH ACJIaMH.

— Mucc Dumua caenana onpeaenéHHbIE pacnopsDKeEHHUs
OTHOCHTEJILHO CBOETO HMYIIECTBA, KOTOPBIE I YTIOJTHOMOYEH
BBINIOJIHUTH. Baina rneMsaHHuua Jloppu Mannapn nosiydaer B
CBOE€ pacrnopsDkeHHe BCE colepXHMOe NETCKOM KOMHATHI.
BynsTe Tak no6pni, MpoHAEMTE CO MHOIA...

— JleTcKkoit KOMHaTHI... — 3XOM NoBTOpWiIa T€TI. — Ho...

DTO BCE-TaKM OYEHb CTPAHHBLIN IOM, elll€ pa3 moaymaia
JloppHu, xoraa oHM TPOXOOWIH Yepe3 MYCTYI0 NOCTHMHYIO B
CHAJBHIO, T€ TEeTepb TOXE BCE ObLUIO CIPATAHO TMOM YEXIbI.
IMTorom Muctep TpacToH TONKHYT ABEPb, H OHH BOLLIH B
KOMHATy C PUCYHKOM Ha ToJy.

Tam cTrosutn BeBHC M KYKOJbHBIA JOMHMK — KaK HH B Y€M
He 6pIBajoO.
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— Jloppu! KykoJbHBIH JOMMK W JIOLIAAb-KA4YaJKa... —
Téra Mapraper ¢ yaIuBJI€HHEM ONISAAbIBAJIACh N0 CTOPOHAM.
Ho Teneps 3nech MOSIBWIOCH H KOe-4yTo ell€, 3aMeTWwia
Jloppu. Kopobxa, H3 KoTopoi MHCC DIIMHUA JOCTaBA/Ia BEJIN-
KOJIETTHbIE HOBOTOHHME MIPYILIKH, CTOS/Ia Ha MOJy, a CBEPXY
Ha Heli Jiexan aTbb0oM ¢ BaJleHTHHKAMM M KOopoOKa c pykole-
auem Jloppu.

Téra Maprapet MeaJieHHO 00olIUIa BOKPYT JOMHUKA, 3ariii-
ObiBasi B OKHa.

— 310 My3eifHbIi 3KcnoHaT, MHcTep TpacToH. H... y Hac
B KBapTHpE He XBaTHUT IJI1 HEro MecTa.

— JlyMalo, 9yTO MHCC DLIMMI NpeABHIENA H 3TY IpobneMy,
— Muctep TpacToH AocTan elié OOMH JIMCTHK OymMarH. —
3pech cKa3aHoO, YTO GONBIIMHCTBO BHYTpEHHE# 0OCTaHOBKHU
JIoMa, MMEIoLIEe HCTOPHYECKOE 3HAYEHHE, MPETNIOTHOCHTCS B
nogapok Mcropuyeckomy OOiecTBy OuiToHa. KyKoJbHBIH
JOMHK H JIOlIagKa TaKXKe MOIYT ObIThb NOMELUEHbI TyJa Ha
BpeMEHHOE XpaHeHHe, W OyayT BO3BpallcHbl MO IEPBOMY
Tpe6OBaHMIO Balled IUIEMSHHHUB. OHH OymyT XpaHHUTBCS
TaM B 6€30MacHOCTH, H, HECOMHEHHO, NMyOJIUKa OyieT TONIbKO
paga BuaeThb MX. KaXeTcs, LIKOJbI NPOBOASAT €XEroAHbIe
akckypcuu B Hcropuyeckom Ob6uecrBe. Ho kxak Tonabko
Jloppu 3axo4eT, OHa CMOXET BOCTpeOOBaTh HX OOpaTHO. A
Tenepb, MHE He XOTeNOCh Obl TOPONMTL Bac, MHcc JXepcoH,
HO HEKOTOpble Bellld NEepelaloTcs B Ballle pacnopsCKEHHeE.
Ecmu BbI nmpoinére co MHOM...

— Taxkoii yynecHsulif noM... U1y, — OTKIMKHYNach TETH
Mapraper.

Jloppy noXxpanachk, NokKa OHM YHAYyT, a MOTOM MOJOLLIA K
KYKOJILHOMY JOMMKY C TO# CTOOHEI, rae Obula cTo/ioBass —
GapxaTHasi KOMHaTa MHCC JLIMMI, KOTOpas CTajla € Takou
ponHoii. XOTs B KOMHaTe ObUIO TEMHO, OHA 3aMETHJIA CJ1a0bIi
oTONeCK, KPOXOTHYIO HCKOPKY B JE€PeBIHHOM OCHOBaHHH.
Jloppu HarHynach — Aa, Tak M ecTb! 30JI0Tas LIENOYKa H CeMb
MaJICHbKMX KJIIOYHMKOB. A BOCbMOHM ObLI BCTaB/lieH B 3aMO4-
HYI0 CKBaXHHY.

OHa noBepHyJia K04 M OTKpbUIA ALUMK. 3TO ObUI caMbIi
IIMPOKUH ALIHK.
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— JloTra, — OHa He KOCHYJAachb HHM INpeKpacHOro 6eioro
KPYXEBHOIO TUIaThsl, HU KyKJIbl, ONETON B HETO.

— Xanmm, — Tenepb HE COTHYTas M cTapasi, a Takas Xe
Mosionasi, Kak U MHcc JloTra, B po30BOM IUIaThe.

— CabuHa, — MaJleHbKasi, NMpPUTHUXILAsi, B OLUCHHUKE C
cepeOpsTHLIMU 6yGe HYMKAMH.

— 3npascTByiiTe, — rojoc Jloppu ynan go we€nora. —
Ionoxnure MeHs.

OHa THXO 3alBHHYJIAa SILIMK W TOBEPHYJa KIIOY B 3aMKe.
3aueM oHa cka3aina 310? XKuarte e€ — rne? Kak? [loka B onuH
npekpacHBlii NeHb OHAa He o003aBeNéTCSl TaKUM OOMOM, B
KOTOPOM TIOMECTHTCS 3TOT KyKOoJIbHbIH qoMHK? Korga y Heé
CHOBa NMOSIBUTCS BO3MOXHOCTb ITOCETUTb €r0 U CHOBa BCTpe-
THTBLCS ¢ TEMH, KTO Oyaner Bceraa, Bcerna XUTb TaM?

OnuH, OBa, TPH, YEThIpE SLIUMYKA CO CBOMMH OOHUTATENSI-
MH. A YTO B OCTIbHBIX YETHIPEX?

Ona nonpo6oBana OTKpBITh ClieAyIOlmUii — mycTo. Bropoii
U TpeTuii — Hudero. Ho BOT 4eTBEpPTHINi — B HEM JiexXal
MaJIeHbKMI JepeBsIHHbIH NMeHaIbYHK. JepeBSHHAsT HTOJIbHH-
ua. Jloppy MemneHHo oTKpeUia e€. BHyTpu, BoTKHyTasi B
Gapxar, cTosula OqHa-eIMHCTBEHHAs 30J10Tasd uroika. Jloppu
He cTaja Tporatb €€. OHa aKKypaTHO 3aKpbUla KOPOOOYKY H
MOJIOXWIa €€ OOpaTHO B SIIMK.

3ateM ell€ pa3 MpoBepwia Bce BOCEMb. 3aKphIThl KakK
cnenyet. JloM — mycKai, nmyckait OHH ITOMECTST €ro B My3eif,
rae Ha HEro CMOXET cMOTpeTh KTo yronHo. Ho xurenn Joma
— TycTb OHM TNpeOBIBAIOT B TOM CaMOM IOKOE, KOTOpBIi
BBIOpaIH.

Jloppy crnipsTana Lieno4yky ¢ KIo4aMH B KOpOOKy C pyKo-
IenlneM, U B3sla e€ c coboil, BMecTe C anbboMOM c
BAJICHTUHKaAMH. 3a €JIOYHBIMH YKpalleHHSIMH OHa 3arjistHeT
notoM. C ayibGOMOM H KOpoGKoif B pyKe OHa moaoliuia K
bBeBuc ¥ nornaamna BHITHYTYIO Lielo Jomaaku. CTyK, CTyK —
KOHb 3aKavascsl BriepéR-Ha3al, HO BOKPYT HHYETO He MEHS-
nock. Jloppu He ynuBmnachb. Tak OHO M NOJDKHO OBITH —
noka.

B nBepsix oHa ewé pa3 oGepHyJach M MOCMOTpeJia Ha
IOMHMK M Ha beBuc. OHHM 6yayT XnaTb €€, TOMHK U KOHb.
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Iloka npoitnér Bpems. Takoe Koporkoe. U Takoe AnMHHHOE.

— Ho cBunaHusi, — THX0 ckKa3aia Jloppu. — Jo cBuna-
HHA.
CkpunHyna nonosuua. Ui aro beBuc omobGpurenbHo
Ka4Hyja IoJIoBOH B OTBeT?
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